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JAMMU, Dec 14
(Agencies): Jammu
and Kashmir Govern-
ment on Thursday
posted Raghav S. as
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police of central
Kashmir’'s Budgam
district.

The posting has been
affected against an
available vacancy in
the district.

“In the interest
of administration,

Shri Raghav S. IPS
(AGMUT:2018) await-
ing orders of posting, is
posted as Addl. Super-
intendent of Police,
Budgam, against an
available vacancy”,
reads the order.

Kashmir
shivers

at minus
5.8°C, water

supply pipes
jammed as
cold wave

grips

SRINAGAR, Dec
14 (Agencies): Kash-
mir is freezing under
intense cold wave with
Srinagar city record-
ing the coldest night
of this season even as
the minimum settled
several degrees below
freezing point across
the valley, officials said
on Thursday.

Srinagar city — the
summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir
— recorded a low of
minus 5.4 degrees
Celsius on Wednes-
day night which was
slightly lower than pre-
vious night’s minus 5.3
degrees Celsius.

It was the lowest
minimum temperature
recorded this winter
in the city, the officials
said.

Pahalgam in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district, which serves
as one of the base
camps for the annual
Amarnath Yatra,
recorded a minimum
temperature of minus
5.8 degrees Celsius,
while the famous resort
of Gulmarg in Baram-
ulla district recorded a
low of minus 5 degrees
Celsius, they said.

Qazigund recorded
a low of minus 3.8
degrees Celsius,
Kokernag town minus

for Day 11 of the ongo-
ing Winter Session on
Thursday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will
move the Government
of Union Territories
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
in Rajya Sabha for its
consideration and pas-
sage.

The Government
of Union Territories
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
seeks to reserve 33
per cent of seats in the
Puducherry Assembly
for women. The legisla-
tion has already been
passed in Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.

According to the
agenda released, the
Home Minister will also
move the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
(Second Amendment)
Bill, 2023 which seeks
to reserve 33 per cent

of seats in the Jammu
and Kashmir assembly
for women. The legisla-
tion has already been
passed in Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will

and The Appropriation
(No.4) Bill, 2023. Both
bills have been passed
in the Lok Sabha earlier.
BJP MP Rajendra
Gehlot and Narayana
Koragappa will table the
report of the Commit-
tee on Welfare of Other
Backward Classes on
Measures undertaken to
secure the representa-
tion of OBCs in employ-
ment and for their wel-
fare in All India Institute
of Medical Sciences
(AlIMS)’ pertaining to
the Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare.
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JKSTIC allocates Rs Two Crore for
SKUAST research advancements,
aimed to support 72 projects

SRINAGAR, Dec 14
(Agencies): In a sig-
nificant move to boost
research and innovation,
the Jammu and Kashmir
Science, Technology
& Innovation Council
(JKSTIC) announced
a substantial grant
of Rs 2 crores to the
Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology
(SKUAST), Shalimar,
here on Wednesday.

The funding aims
to support some 72
research projects,
addressing diverse
areas of local impor-
tance. Additionally, seed
money has been allo-
cated to 17 innovators
to develop prototypes for
their innovative ideas,
laying the groundwork
for patents and start-
ups.

The announcement
was made during a func-

tion held at SKUAST,
where the grant was
officially handed over.
The university has con-
sistently held the top
position in the region
for innovations, patents,
and start-ups, making it
a pivotal institution in the
field.

The event was attend-
ed by Saurabh Baghat
(IAS), Commissioner
Secretary of the Science
Technology Department,
along with Prof Nazir
Ganie, Vice Chancellor
of SKUAST, Dr Nasir
Shah, Additional Direc-
tor JKSTIC, Bilal Ahmad,
Joint Director JKSTIC
and various other
departmental heads.

Other notable partici-
pants included the Direc-
tor of Extension, Direc-
tor of Research, Deans
from various depart-
ments of SKUAST, fac-
ulty members, students,

and officers from the
Science and Technology
Department, highlighting
the collaborative spirit
among diverse stake-
holders.

“Investing in research
projects and supporting
innovators is not just a
financial commitment but
a strategic imperative,”
Baghat while describ-
ing these endeavours
as the lifeblood of prog-
ress, said. “By funding
research and nurturing
innovators, we lay the
foundation for a bright-
er, more technologically
advanced tomorrow,
ensuring that our region
remains at the forefront
of scientific discovery
and innovation.”

JKSTIC, formerly
known as J&K Council
for Science & Technol-
ogy, was established in
1989 under the Depart-
ment of Science &

Technology, J&K gov-
ernment. The primary
objective of the council
is to promote and dis-
seminate science, tech-
nology, and innovation
in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Additionally, the coun-
cil serves as a nodal
department for organiz-
ing and promoting S&T
activities across the
region.

“Here, universities,
research and develop-
ment institutions, lITs,
NITs, SKUAST, and
other entities have con-
tributed their innova-
tions, research findings,
patents, and start-up ini-
tiatives,” Dr Shah said.

He informed that
JKSTIC is establishing
a centre of excellence,
namely the Sub-Region-
al Science Centre, in col-
laboration with NCSM,
Ministry of Culture,

mTurntopage 9

Cases involving JKLF Chief Yasin Malik: 3 witnesses

fail to appear before TADA court in Jammu

JAMMU, Dec 14 (Agencies):
Three witnesses, including former
Kashmir Bar Association presi-
dent Mian Abdul Qayoom, failed
to appear in a special court here
on Thursday in connection with
the 1989 abduction of Rubaiya
Sayeed, while separatist leader
Yasin Malik and his associate
Rafig Pahloo appeared before it

via video-conferencing.

Pahloo was given a final oppor-
tunity by the special TADA court
to file objections to an application
for the cancellation of his bail in
a 1990 case in which four Indian

day.

citing medical reasons, Bhat said,
adding that both of them had to
come from outside.

Bhat said Jammu Kashmir Lib-
eration Front (JKLF) chief Malik
and Pahloo appeared before the
court via video-conferencing.

The court would again hear the
case of the killing of the IAF per-
sonnel on January 18 and the
Rubaiya Sayeed case the next

Bhat said Pahloo was given a last
opportunity by the court for filing
objections to an application for the
cancellation of his bail. The court

Kashmir administration
has ordered officers
including deputy com-
missioners to reach out
to people at grassroots
level, conduct public
hearings, and send
monthly reports to the
Chief Secretary.

The order was aimed
at resolving public
issues and was issued
following the taking over
this month of senior IAS
officer Atal Dulloo as
the new chief secretary
of Jammu and Kash-
mir. According to the
order issued by Com-

missioner Secretary,
General Administration
Department, Sanjeev

Verma, secretaries
should conduct a tour
every fortnight and con-
duct public hearing three
days a week between 3
pm and 4 pm, except
Wednesday.

Eight security personnel
suspended for Parliament
security breach: Sources

NEW DELHI, Dec 14:
Eight security personnel
have been suspended
for the security breach
in Parliament, sources
said on Thursday.

Those suspended
belong to various secu-
rity agencies who were
on deputation for Parlia-
ment security.

Sources identified
them as Rampal, Arvind,
Vir Das, Ganesh, Anil,
Pradeep, Vimitt and
Narendra.

“Though they are on
deputation for Parlia-

ment security, their
cadre controlling author-
ity is the organisation
they represent and not
the Lok Sabha Secretar-
iat,” a functionary said.

Personnel from the
Delhi Police and CRPF
are deployed to frisk
those entering the com-
plex as well as the build-
ing.

In a major security
breach on the anniver-
sary of the 2001 Parlia-
ment terror attack on
Wednesday, two
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the deputy commission-
ers, have been ordered
to conduct a tour every
week and hold public
hearing three days a
week, except Wednes-
day. “It shall be ensured
that the above schedule
is followed in letter and
spirit as far as possible
and no official meet-
ings and engagements
shall be scheduled on
the tour days and public
hearing hours,” Verma
said in the order. Verma
demanded the monthly
reports by administrative
secretaries, highlighting

mTurnto page 9

14 Opposition
MPs suspended
from Lok Sabha
for disrupting
proceedings

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): Fourteen
opposition MPs from
different parties were
suspended from the Lok
Sabha for the remaining
period of Winter Session
on Thursday for disrupt-
ing House proceedings.

Amid demands from
the opposition for a
statement from Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Prime Minister Narendra
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Inter-State illegal weapon smuggling
racket unearthed: Punjab Police

CHANDIGARH, Dec
14 (Agencies): An inter-
state illegal arms smug-
gling racket has been
unearthed with the arrest
of 10 people, including a
Madhya Pradesh-based
weapon manufacturer, a
top police officer said on

Thursday.

A total of 22 weapons
have been recovered,
Director General of
Police Gaurav Yadav
said.

“CIA Team @Khan-
naPolice has busted an
interstate illegal weapon

smuggling racket oper-
ating from #Madhy-
aPradesh 2 weapon
supply gangs unearthed,
arrest of 10 members
along with weapon
manufacturer from MP,
Recovery of 22

=Turn to page 9

CRYSTAL NEXA/SN SERIES

CRYSTAL CLARITY,ELEVATING

CONNECTIONS,INTERCOM REIMAGINED

FHD Tri-

Schedular|

KTS Flugable A
Paging

Hotel Fri

Srmall  ABS Body

dd on

is admitted in a hospital. It was said
that another eyewitness (number
23) is dead. Both were witnesses
in the Rubaiya Sayeed abduction
case,” Senior Public Prosecutor S
K Bhat said.

In the case of the killing of the
IAF personnel in a terror attack in

1.6 degrees Celsius

and Kupwara minus

4.2 degrees Celsius.
The intense cold

wave conditions in the

valley has resulted

in freezing of sev-

eral water bodies while

1) . talpbx.
Air Force (IAF) officers were killed T,

case and the abduction case of
Rubaiya Sayeed, the daughter of
the then Union home minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed.

“Four eyewitnesses were sum-
moned to appear before the spe-

has agreed to summon eyewit-
nesses.

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) moved an application
in August for the cancellation of
Pahloo’s bail in the two cases,
informing the court that he had
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Thursday, December 14, 2023

OBITUARY/ TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the sad
demise of our beloved Smt. Uma Shorie Raina W/o Late
Omkar Nath Raina originally resident of Abalwona Herman
Shopian, at present House no.227, Sec 2, Upper Roopnagar,
JDA Colony, Jammu.
THE TENTH DAY KRIYA will be held on 15-12-2023 Friday
at Muthi Ghat near DSE at 9 am.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Sh. Ram Krishan Raina (Son)
Smt. Baby Raina & Rattan Raina (Daughter in law & Son)
Grand Daughters & Son in laws

. Sony Raina & Sh. Sanju Verma

. Meenu Raina & Sh. Sushil Khatri

. Neha Raina & Sh. Pankaj Saproo

. Ronica Raina & Sh. Binny Dassi

. Retica Raina & Sh. Ranjan Dubey
Miss Tanishga (Great Grand Daughter)
Contact no: 7006836499, 9906603710, 9149806648

OBITUARY

With profound grief we inform that our beloved,
Makhan Lal Kaul of Shankerpora (proprietor of
Makhan Silk Fabrics) departed for the heavenly abode
on Saturday, 9-12-2023.

A cherished soul, touched the lives of many with kind-
ness and warmth.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at Srinagar on
Sunday, 17-12-2023.

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY

Raj Dulari Kaul (Wife)

Rajinder (Son) and Ritu (Daughter-in-law)

Anil (Son) and Bubbi (Daughter-in-law)

Meenu (Daughter) and Pawan (Son-in-law)

Renu (Daughter) and Sunil (Son-in-law)

Kauls, Rainas, Guptas, Khans

M: 9971425444, 7006949373

Smt. Uma Shorie Raina

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief & sorrow we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Mother Smt Leela
Devi W/o Late Sh Nahar Singh Manhas R/o
288-A Gandhi Nagar Jammu.

TENTH DAY will be performed at Shree Ram
Mandir Sec D Sainik Colony on Tuesday on
12th of Dec 2023.

13TH DAY KRIYA will be performed at our
residence 642-D Sainik Colony on Friday the
15th of Dec 2023 at 10.00 AM

UTHALA will be performed at Shree Ram
Mandir Sec-D Sainik Colony on Friday 15th of
Dec, 2023 at 4.00-4.30 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Son & Daughter in Law

Smt Sudesh Devi W/o Late Sh. Bishan Singh Manhas
Dr Rajinder Singh Manhas & Mrs Suresh

Lt Col Pritam Singh Manhas (AMC) & Mrs Veena Manhas
Mr Mohinder Singh Manhas & Mrs Prem Lata
Daughter & Son in Law

Smt Sudesh & Sh. Swaran Singh Chib

Smt Suman & Sh. Rajinder Singh Pawar

Smt Veena & Sh. Surinder Singh Jamwal

Smt Sushma & Dr. N.S Jaggi

Smt Babita & Sh. Vijay Singh Jamwal

MOBILE NO: 9419194663, 9622175666

SMT LEELA DEVI

FIFTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of our brother in
law (Jija Ji) Sh. M. P. Sharma (Asst.
Director Agriculture) husband of Late
Smt. Veena Sharma R/o 249-A Gandhi
Nagar Jammu on 11- Dec. -2023.

5TH DAY will be performed on 15-Dec-
2023 (Friday) at Rani Talab, Jammu

from 11AM to 12 Noon.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Sharma Family
9875930169, 7889752055

Sh. M. P. Sharma
(Asst. Director
Agriculture)

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform you about the sad demise of Sh. Raj
Nath Dhar S/o Niranjan Nath Dhar, original-
ly from Village Muran, Distt. Pulwama,
presently at Jaipur on 6th December 2023.
10th Day Kriya will be performed on
Friday, 15th December 2023 at Moksha
Dham, Madhyam Marg, Mansarovar,
Jaipur at 9:00 am.

Grief Stricken

17 ¥

Kanta Dhar (Wife)
Rattan Lal Dhar - Brother
Sunil Dhar - Brother

Kalpana & Arvind Koul (Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Kamini & Rakesh Lalla (Daughter & Son-in-Law)

AND ALL NEAR & DEAR ONES

Mob.: 9549061797, 8003220000

Sh. Raj Nath Dha

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform you that our
beloved mother Smt Raj Kishori Trisal W/o Late Shri
Moti Lal Trisal originally from 39 Dadikadal Tankipora
Srinagar Kashmir, left for heavenly abode on 7th Dec 23,
presently at Flat No. 407, Panchkula Heights
Peermushalla, Zirakpur Mohali Punjab. i
The 10th Day Kriya will be performed at 8 AM on 15th
Dec 23 at Kashmiri Ghat near Shani Mandir, Gagar Nadi
Sector 21 Panchkula (Chandigarh).

Prayer Meeting will be held at community hall at
Panchkula Heights on 15th Dec 23 between 3:00 PM- Smt Raj Kishori Trisal
4:00 PM.

Grief Stricken :

Shri Santosh Kumar Trisal & Smt Nirmala Trisal (Son & Daughter in law) (+919417246038)
Smt Mahalaxmi Trisal W/o Late Shri Ashok Trisal (Daughter in-law)

Smt Nirmal Dhar and Shri B L Dhar (Daughter & Son in law) (+917006166742)

Smt Usha Pandita and Shri R L Pandita (Daughter & Son in law)

Sunny & Reema (Trisal), Amita & Milind (Dhar), Ashish & Renu (Dhar),

Anjana & Col Praveen (Kaul)

Deepak & Neha (Pandita), Dipti Pandita, Sonima & Ajit (Singh)

Swati & Nalin (Swaroop), Rahul Selvam

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret
to inform the sad demise of our beloved
Sh. Rajinder Singh Jamwal S/o Late Shri
Angrez Singh Jamwal R/o 119/2 Shiv
Nagar, Talab Tillo, Jammu.

TENTH DAY will be performed on 15th of
December 2023 (Friday) at our residence
at 11:00 AM

KRIYA will be performed on 18th of
December 2023 (Monday) at our resi-
dence.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt Kiran Jamwal- Wife

Risha Jamwal- Daughter

Akhil Jamwal- Son

Brother/Bhabhi

Ravinder Singh Jamwal & Neelam Jamwal
Sister’s

Lalita Devi

Sunita Devi

Kanta Devi

SH. RAJINDER SINGH

Contact No: 9469552266,
9419188899, 9419694197

JAMWAL

SATSANG

S. Tirath Singh (Retd. Inspector J&K Police) R/o Naner, Tral f*
who left us for heavenly abode and breathed her last at our|=
Indra Nagar residence Srinagar on 30-11-2023.
Satsang is being organized to pay homage to the departed -

soul at Gurudwara Digiana Ashram, Jammu on 15th off.

December 2023 (Friday) from 03:00 PM to 04:30 PM.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

S. Tirath Singh (Retd. Inspector J&K Police) -(Husband)
S. Charan Singh Bali (Brother)

Convener Kashmir Province, Shiromani Akali Dal J&K.
Chanchal Kour (Punjab & Sind Bank) -(Daughter)
Ranjeet Singh (Son)

General Secretary, Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee, Srinaga
Kulwant Singh Sodhi (Son)

9889735439, 9419667814

Sdr. Bhagwant Kour

r

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform
about the sad demise of Sh Ravinder Raina S/o
Late Amarnath Raina and Smt Raj Dulari Raina orig-
inally R/o Methan Road Chhanpora, Srinagar,
presently R/o D5, 1102, Tulip & petal ace, sector 89,
Gurugram on 6th December 2023.

10th Day Kriya will be performed on Friday, 15th
December 2023, 9:00 am at Shree Gauri Shankar
Mandir New Palam Vihar, Block T, Sector 109,
Gurugram, Pawala Khasrupur, Haryana 122017.
Grief Stricken

Veena Raina (Wife)

Dilip & Shashi Raina (Brother & Sister-in-Law)

Gunjan Raina & Abhishek Sharma (Daughter & Son-in-law)
Khushboo Raina (Daughter)

Surinder Kaw & Pushpa Kaw (Brother-in-Law & Sister-in-law)
(Brothers-in-Law & Sisters-in-Law) (In-laws)

Manmohan & Rajni Khashu

Dilip & Usha Jan Khashu

AND ALL NEAR & DEAR ONES

9899283501/9958377003

Sh Ravinder Raina

10TH DAY/UTHALA

With profound sorrow and grief and sor-
row, we regret to inform the sad demise of
SH GIRISH SHARMA S/o Late Sh. Suraj
Parkash Sharma, H. No. 26 Kachi Chawni,
Jammu, expired on 5th Dec. 2023.

10th Day will be performed on 14-12-
2023 from 11 AM to 12 Noon onwards at
Radha Krishan Mandir Rani Park,
Jammu.

Uthala will be performed on 15-12-2023
from 4 PM to 5 PM at Brahman Sabha.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Mother

Smt. Geeta Devi (W/o. Lt. Sh. Suraj Parkash Sharma)

Sonia Sharma (Wife)
Naman Sharma (Son)
Namya Sharma (Daughter)

Isha Jamwal W/o Lt. Sh. Arun Jamwal - Sister & Brother-in-Law
Smt. Hina & Sh. Arun Sharma - Sister & Brother-in-Law

Avinash & Ashu Sharma - Brother & Bhabi
Sahil Sharma - Brother
Ph.No: 9419144421, 9682592365

SH GIRISH SHARMA

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform sad
demise of Smt. Madhu Grover W/o Sh.Kulbhushan Raj
Grover R/o 577/3 Bhawani Vihar, Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.
The 10TH DAY will be performed at Shiv Mandir, Trikuta
Nagar (Sec 3) on Tuesday, 12th Dec.2023 between 10:30 to
11:30 am.
13TH DAY / KIRYA will be performed at our residence on
Friday, 15th Dec.2023 at 10:00 am.
UTHALA will be performed at Shiv Mandir, Trikuta Nagar
(Sec 3) on Friday,15th Dec.2023 between 4:00 to 5:00 pm.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Kulbhushan Raj Grover (Husband)

(BJP State Executive Member Sr.Citizen cell)
(Son & Daughter in law)
Gagan Grover (Manager J&K Bank) & Kirti Mahajan
Magan Grover (Teacher) & Roopali Soni (Son & Daughter in law)
Dharti Gupta & Pawan Kumar Gupta (Daughter and Son in law)

& &
Brother in Law and Sister in Law SMT. MADHU GROVER
Lt Sh.D. D. Grover & Smt.Veena Grover
Sh.Shashi Pal Grover (Retd. AGM J & K Bank) & Smt. Neelam Grover
Sh. Darshan Grover (Retd. AO CDA)& Smt. Anu Grover
Sh.Hari Om Grover (Retd.Sr. Mgr. J&K Bank) & Smt.Neeru Grover
Sister in Law & Brother in Law
Smt.Kamlesh Arora & Lt.Sh.Des Raj Arora
Brother & Bhabi
Sh.Chaman Lal Arora (Retd.Distt. Agricultural officer) & Lt. Smt Joginder Kour (Laddi)
Lt. Sh.Vinod Arora & Smt.Brij Sethi
Sister & Brother in Law
Smt. Prem Lata Arora (Retd.Principal ) & Lt.Sh M.L Manchanda
Smt.Sudha Arora (Retd.Head Mistress) & Sh. Anil Kohli
Smt. Nancy Arora (Retd.Principal KV) and Sh.Bharat Bhushan Arora

Grand Children: Bhargav, Saanvi, Nirosha,
Annika, Achyut and Bhavya
GROVER & ARORA FAMILY

Mob: 6005056057; 7006825247; 9906297162

10TH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND DEEP SORROW,
WE REGRET TO INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF
SMT. PRABHA RAINA (FONDLY KNOWN AS
ASHA JI) W/O LATE SH. DAYA KRISHAN RAINA
R/O 59 A, SECTOR-2, PAMPOSH COLONY,
JANIPUR, JAMMU, ERSTWHILE FROM JAWAHAR|
NAGAR, SRINAGAR ON 6.12.2023.

10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED AT

-

MUTHI GHAT NEAR OFFICE DIRECTORATE
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION ON 15TH
DECEMBER 2023 (FRIDAY) AT 9:00 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

RAINAS, SHERS, BHANS, SHARMAS, KOULS (BUJOOS)
MOBILE: 9419194194, 8082975781, 98157527717,

9419149128, 9596803700, 8716808221

SMT. PRABHA RAINA

TENTH DAY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW WE
REGRET TO INFORM ALL OUR NEARS AND DEARS
THAT OUR BELOVED MOTHER LT. SMT SHANTA
WIO LT. SH. DINA NATH BHAT AT PRESENT 27/A
EXT NEAR RAMLEELA GROUND JANIPUR
COLONY JAMMU LEFT FOR HEAVENLY ABODE 06
DEC. 2023.

THE TENTH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED ON
15 DEC. 2023 AT MUTHI GHAT NEAR DIRECTORATE
OF SCHOOL EDUCATION AT 9:00 (FRIDAY).

GRIEF STRICKEN

MRS. MEENAKSHI BHAT & MR. SUMIT BHAT (GRAND SON)

MRS. NEENU TIKU & MR. AMIT TIKU (GRAND SON IN LAW).

SMT. ANJALI BHAT & SH. P.L. BHAT (DAUGHTER & SON IN LAW)

SMT. RITA SHAH & SH. M.L.SHAH (DAUGHTER & SON IN LAW)

SMT. CHAMPA KOUL & SH.ASHWANI KOUL (DAUGHTER & SON IN LAW)
PHONE NO. 9055457646, 9149827161, 9596981300, 7006331320

Lt. Smt Shanta

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW,
WE REGRET TO INFORM THE SAD
DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED MOTHER SMT
KHEMA SHORI SHARMA W/O LATE SH
JAGAN NATH ORIGINAL RESIDENT OF
HANDWARA KASHMIR AP HNO 57-A
SMALL PLOTS GANDHI NAGAR JAMMU
ON 08-12-2023.

TENTH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED
82 AST%%YA :\ZTH DEC, 2023. AT MUTHI g1 KHEMA SHORI SHARMA
GRIEF STRICKEN: Wio Late Shri Jagan Nath Sharma
SH. AMAR NATH GURTU (BROTHER IN LAW)

DAUGHTER'S AND SON IN LAW

SMT NIRMALA AND SURENDER RAINA

SMT SUSHEELA SHARMA W/O LT KISHAN JI SHARMA

SMT. SUMITA AND SURINDER ZADOO

SMT SUNITA RAINA W/O LT M.K. RAINA

SMT SARLA AND SANJAY SABNI

SMT BASANTI RAINA W/O LT. AJAY RAINA

Mob.: 9469010101, 9419185566, 8810238806, 6005930655, 7889603525

10TH DAY/KRIYA/RASAM PAGRI

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret
to inform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Promila Jasrotia W/o Sh. Krishan
Singh Jasrotia, H.No.154, Sector-G,
Sainik Colony, Jammu.

10TH DAY will be performed on
13/12/2023 (Wednesday) at Shiv Mandir,
Sector-G, Sainik Colony at 11:00 A.M.

KRIYA/RASAM PAGRI will be performed®

on 16/12/2023 (Saturday) at our residence, S™ Promila Jasrotia
GRIEF STRICKEN :

Sh. Krishan Singh Jasrotia -Husband (Vill. Satoora, Hiranagar)

Sh. Om Singh Jasrotia & Smt. Shivangi Jamwal (Son & Daughter-in-Law)
Sh. Rajeshwar Singh Jasrotia & Smt. Tania (Son & Daughter-in-Law)

Smt. Amita Charak & Sh. Anil Charak (Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Dr. Monika Bhadwal & Dr. Sandeep Singh Bhadwal (Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Sh. Kuldeep Singh Jasrotia & Smt. Lalita Jasrotia (Devar & Devarani)

Sh. Jagdish Singh Jasrotia & Smt. Srishta Jasrotia (Devar & Devarani)

& All the Grandchildren

Ph. Nos. : 7051180470, 9086544143, 9599915153

OBITUARY

(from in-laws side)
With profound grief and sorrow we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Jija Ji
Prof. Autar Krishen Ogra on Saturday,
9th December 2023 at Ahmedabad. He
was a multifaceted personality from
being a reputed educationist to an
acknowledged expert of Sanatani tradi-
tions and above all a perfect spiritualist.
His guidance and support will be missed
by us all.
The Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on Sunday, 17th
December 2023 at Narayan Ghat, Subhash Bridge, Ahmedabad
at9 AM.
IN GRIEF:
Mr. V. K. Bhat & Mrs. Bita Bhat (9419124180)
Mr. Sunil Bhat & Mrs. Sunita Bhat (9723000969)

Prof. Autar Krishen Ogra

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA |

With Profound grief and sorrow we inform the sad demise of our 4
beloved mother Smt. Nirmal Nanda W/o Late Sh. Kewal Krishan <
Nanda on 6th Dec.2023, R/o 65-A Small Plot Gandhi Nagar Jammu.

TENTH DAY will be performed at our residence at 11 AM on 15-12-23.

13TH DAY / KRIYA will be performed at our residence on 16-12-23 at[* -

12 noon. o
UTHALA will be performed in a park near our residence on 16-12-23

at 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons & Daughter in Law

Sandeep Nanda & Arti Nanda ey
Sanjay Nanda & Late Rajni Nanda 2 SN -5
Daughters & son-in-Laws - A MR

Mrs. Neeru & Jitender Singh Puri
Mrs. Meena & Late Satish Malhotra
Mrs. Ritu & Sanjay Mahajan

Bhabi & Brother -in-Law

Smt. Sunita & Late Tilak Raj Nanda
Smt. Shashi & Koushal Nanda

PH. No. 9419244534, 7889600891

Smt. Nirmal Nanda

TENTH DAY, KRIYA & UTHALA

With profound sorrow and grief, we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved Paabiji,
Smt. Vishno Devi Ji, W/o Late Sh. Des Raj
Khajuria, R/o F-126, Peer Mitha, Lower Mast
Garh, Jammu, who left us for her heavenly abode
on 5 December, 2023.

10TH DAY will be performed on 14/12/2023
(Thursday) at 10:30 AM at our residence F-126,
Peer Mitha, Lower Mast Garh, Jammu.

KRIYA will be performed on 15/12/2023 (Friday)
at 10:00 AM at our residence.

UTHALA will be held on 15/12/2023 (Friday) at 4

pm — 5 pm at Kashyap Rajput Hall, Peerkho.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sons & Daughters in law

Sh. Kuldeep Khajuria & Late Smt. Janak Khajuria

Sh. Rajinder Khajuria & Smt. Anuradha Khajuria

Daughters & Sons in law

Late Sh. Pritam Chand Thappa & Smt. Kanta Devi

Sh. Sham Lal Sharma & Smt. Neelam Sharma

Grandchildren:

Jyoti Sharma, Kiran Sharma, Kashish Khajuria & Karuna Sharma
Mobile No. : 9419194639, 6005257538, 9682169475

Smt. Vishno Devi Ji

UTHALA
With profound grief and sorrow, r
we inform the sad demise of] 7%} -
Professor Kailash Rajput ( .
(Retired Principal, GCW s
Gandhi Nagar) Wife of Thakur[*7% *
Randhir Singh Ji. She passed|
away on 13th December 2023." Professor
The Uthala shall take place on kajlash Rajput
Saturday, 16th December, (Retired Principal,
2023 from 4.00 - 5.00 pm at GCW Gandhi
Panch Mandir, Channi Himmat. Nagar)
GRIEF STRICKEN:
Jhinas, Charaks, Rathores
Contact Number: 99326 42230

e —————— s e e—
10TH DAY/KRIYA/RASAM PAGRI-UTHALA .

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad

demise of our beloved Smt. Ratmati Devi W/o
Late Sh. Phool Singh R/o H.No. 798 Sec. 5, Ward

56 Dashmesh Colony, Near Rajiv Gandhi Hospital
Gangyal, Jammu.

10th Day will be performed at 8 AM on 16/12/2023.
Kriya will be performed at 12 Noon on 16/12/2023
at our residence. |
Rasam Pagri/Uthala will be performed on|
16/12/2023 (Saturday) at 4 PM at our residence.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Son & Daughter-in-law

Mr. Ashok Kumar & Monika Kumari

Daughters & Son-in-law

Beera Devi, Sunita & Ram, Neeru & Raju and
All Family Members

Mob.: 9419126129, 7461,

Smt. Ratmati Devi

4703, 9796452067

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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LOCAL/ ADVT 3
l Heli i hilly districts will
I““ﬂl‘,ement 0I vnuth WI“ strengthen cnngress elicopter services to hilly districts wi

give respite to people: Arvind

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: The Youth
Congress Udhampur on Thurs-
day conducted a pivotal meeting
of youth delegates from the dis-
trict. The session was chaired
by Anirudh Sawhney, General
Secretary Jammu and Kashmir
Youth Congress, and chaired
by Abhay Sandhu, President of
the District Youth Congress in
Udhampur, where Youth Con-
gress leader and member Anmol
Kohli also attended. The event
saw the active participation of
Youth Congress members from
the district. In a bid to fortify its
grassroots presence, the meet-
ing held discussion around
strategy and planning for more
involvement of district’s youth
in active politics. The members
said that the meeting proved to
be a catalyst for fostering youth
engagement within the political
landscape.

Along with Anirudh Sawh-
ney, Abhay Sandhu, Anmol
Kohli, Rishpaul Singh, Sourav
Sharma, Vikas Agarwal, Sohail
Khan, Sandeep Singh, Arjun
Bandral, Mohit Angurana, Sumit
Chalotra, Pushan Kumar were
present at the meeting.

During the meeting, Gen-
eral Secretary JKPYC Anirudh

- — Top News Report ‘> Arvind Gupta said that
" the salient feature of the
u JAMMU, Dec 14: resumption of helicop-

Sawhney emphasized the cru-
cial role that the youth play in
shaping the political narrative.

He stressed the importance of
actively involving young individ-
uals in the political sphere, citing
it as a cornerstone to fortify the
Congress party.

Sawhney highlighted that
by integrating the energy and
perspectives of the youth, the
party can better resonate with a
diverse and dynamic population.
A notable initiative announced
during the meeting was the
launch of the “Youth Jodo Booth
Jodo” program.

Sawhney said that this pro-
gram aims to galvanize the
youth to actively participate in
the democratic process, encour-
aging them to become an inte-
gral part of the political fabric in

Jammu and Kashmir.

Furthermore, he shed light
on the challenges faced by the
youth in Jammu and Kashmir,
attributing some of their hard-
ships to the policies of the BJP.

He expressed concern about
the prevailing conditions that
have impacted the youth’s
opportunities and well-being.

The J&K youth has particularly
suffered many setbacks in J&K
from unemployment disaster to
other challenges and hence,
there is a lot of resentment
against the BJP and motivation
to actively defeat them in elec-
tions by strengthening the party
at the grassroots.

The District Youth Congress
President Udhampur Abhay
Sandhu expressed optimism
about the impact of such pro-

grams, foreseeing a strength-
ened and inclusive Congress
party that resonates with the
aspirations of the young popu-
lation in Udhampur.

He also said that with the
Youth Jodo Booth Jodo initiative
reflects the Youth Congress’s
commitment to not only engage
with the youth but also empower
them to contribute meaningfully
to the democratic process. He
asserted that the Youth Con-
gress is committed to address-
ing various youth issues, advo-
cating for policies that uplift the
aspirations of the youth and
alleviate the challenges they
currently endure.

Youth Congress leader Anmol
Kohli said that as the district
becomes a focal point for youth-
centric initiatives, the Youth
Congress in Udhampur is evi-
dently determined to harness
the enthusiasm of the youth,
ensuring their active involve-
ment.

There are a lot of issues both-
ering the Youth in J&K caused
by the absence of a politically
elected state government,
hence, Youth Congress is
focussed on raising the youth’s
voice.

Resumption of subsi-
dized helicopter services
to the hilly districts of
Jammu division during
the winter season will pro-
vide respite to the people
of these areas to great
extent and the decision of
the Union Territory (UT)
administration is highly
appreciable.

This was stated by
Arvind Gupta, Secretary
Jammu and Kashmir BJP
& Reasi district Prabhari,
while congratulating the
people of the hilly districts
for getting the helicopter
services resumed for the
travel/transportation pur-
poses, particular during
the winter seasons.

Arvind Gupta said
that the hilly districts of

|
" -
1

- =
Jammu division namely
Poonch, Rajouri, Doda,
Kishtwar, upper reaches
of Bani and other simi-
lar areas receive heavy
snowfall in winters every
year, which causes lot
of inconveniences to the
people living there. He
said that the means of
communication are badly
affected due to snowfall.
The road transport almost
comes to halt for many
days and as a result the
affected areas get totally
disconnected from the
outside world.

ter services to the snow
affected areas is that it
will be a subsidized ser-
vice and the people will
get the facility at cheaper
rates, which will, thus
facilitate more populace
to avail the benefits. He
said that the service will
also be a big boon for the
shifting of the patients in
case of emergency during
the times when the road
travelling is not possible
due to snowfall and heavy
rains.

The heavy rains in
these areas also causes
landslides. He expressed
hope that the administra-
tion will ensure hassle
fee, regular service of the
helicopter to the people in
snow bound hilly districts.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, REW POONCH

OTICE INVITING TENDER

e-NIT No. 277 of

TERM N

ONCH 4 Dated:- 11

For & on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, the Executive Engineer REW

d & 4t Call

Division Poonch, as his representative invites tenders by e-tendering mode from approved and eligible
contractors registered with J&K Union Territory Govt/CPWD/MES for the following work under:

Name of Work

Time
Cost of | Earnest | Allowed
d t| Money for

Division | - (Rs in (inRs) | (inRs) | complete-
lacs) ps

Estt.
Name of Cost

Time and
date of Class of | Position
openingof | Contractor | of Funds
tender

1 2

3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

‘Double face of ruling
dispensation assailed’

JAMMU, Dec 14:
Chief Patron & a vet-
eran leader Sheikh Ab.
Rehman Ex-MP, in a
meeting of the Forum
for Peace & Territo-
rial Integrity of J&K,
held here has strongly
assailed the double face
ruling dispensations
J&K affairs.

While reacting to the
judgment of Apex Court
with regard to Article
370 & 3-A, Rehman
said that Govt. of India
led by Modi, hatched a
deep rooted conspiracy
to do away with the
Article-370 maintaining
that whole alleged some
force here as Pro-Pak
or anti-national and on
the other hand, sided
with them in forming
the Govt. here keeping
in view the lust of power.

With a calculated
move, firstly Assembly
was dissolved & Presi-
dent Rule was revoked
& then unconstitutional-
ly recommendation was
obtained & later on the
basis of brute majority in
the Parliament.

Article 370 was
annulled to fulfill their
political aspirations and
against the wishes of
the people quite true to
the direction “running
with here and hunting
with bound forgetting
that it had aligned with
the same forces who
nurtured it

Hailing the directions
of Apex Court to restore

Top News Report

State Status to J&K,
Rehman said that resto-
ration of its lost status to
J&K is a welcome step
together with elections
in the statte will certainly
strengthen the democ-
racy and democratic
forces and remote con-
trol system from New
Delhi for long time, is
no solution at all.

Article-1 of the Indian
Constitution clearly
maintains that India is
a Union of states and
given its federal shape
where states have
more powers but sadly
not only powers were
snatched here, but state
structure also reduced
making a mockery of the
constitution badly mis-
using the majority in the
Parliament.

He further lamented
the ruling dispensa-
tion that despite all
this Hulla Ballo, the
Patreach Maharaja Han
Singh & Union of India,
is still alive which gave
only three subjects viz.
Defence, Communica-
tion & Foreign Affairs
retaining all other affairs
for the state & whose
legality can never be
altered he maintained.

Rehman appealed
Omar Abdullah, having
served the people of
J&K for a long time &
having locus stand in
the matter should move
International Court of
Justice- Hague, instead
of remaining in isolation,
for seeking justice and
jurisprudence.

Bhairav Mandir Trust extends gratitude
to stakeholders for smooth conduct of

Kaal Bhairav Ashta

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: In
a gesture of heartfelt
appreciation, Bhairav
Mandir Trust’'s Mahant
Pt Rumil Sharma
extended special thanks
to the general public,
media channels (Print,
Electronic, Digital, and
Social), Jammu & Kash-
mir Police, PHE, PDD,
JMC, Traffic Police, Fire
and Emergency Ser-
vices, Health Services,
Mandir Sevadars, and
Reliance Motors for their

: ‘1: - |

unwavering dedication
and proactive involve-
ment in the bikers rally
and Bhandara manage-
ment on the eve of Kaal

mi celebration

AR un) RN )

Bhairav Ashtami.

He also informed that
the religious practice
of ‘Dand Fanda’ will be
performed on Jan 4,
2024.

Amrit Sarovar Moh. Qureshian
W.No. 2 NLO Goredhar Pyt. Saloonia
A Block Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0
Year 2023-24 2™ call

2.00 200 4000 30 days

Amrit Sarovar at W.No. 7 Moh. Sara
NLO Mumtaz Hussain Pyt. Jandrolla
2 | Block Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0
Year 2023-24 2™ call

2.00 200 4000 30 days

Amrit Sarovar at W.No.7 Moh. Dani
NLO Mohd Farooq Pyt. Fatehpur
3 | Block Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0
Year 2023-24 2™ call

2.00 200 4000 30 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Khurshid
Ahmed Shah S/o Hafeez Ullaha
4 | Shah W.No. 3 Pyt. Fatehpur Block
Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0 Year
2023-24 2" call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Sajad
Hussain S/o Zakir Hussain W.No. 6
Pyt. Fatehpur Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

(1000 Hrs)

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Din Mohd
S/o Wali Mohd W.No. 7 Pyt. Fatehpur
Block Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0
Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

on or after )

19-12-2023 Partially
in the /

office of DEE | Deman

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Mohd
Sahrief S/o Feroz Din W.No. 3 Pyt.
Dana Dhakran Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Executive ded
Engineer Availab
REW le
Division

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Nazir
Ahmed S/o Subha Mir W.No. 5 Pyt.
Dana Dhakran Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Poonch

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Mohd
Sadeeq S/o Nazir Hussain W.No. 5
Pyt. Jandrolla Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Awareness-cum-seminar scheme related to
generate employment organized

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14:
Awareness-cum-sem-
inar scheme related
to generate employ-
ment regarding various
centrally sponsored
schemes organized
by R.M Public School
Jammu in collaboration
with GS Sports Club.

Seminar themes were
the Scheme related to
generate employment
regarding various cen-
trally sponsored.

The Chief Guest
Mushtag Chowdhary
Additional Secretary
Floriculture Parks and
Gardens, Jammu and
Kashmir insisted on
the theory generation
in the context of farm-

ing.
Arun Jaral, SMS
Department of Agricul-

ture Jammu and Semi-

nar Resource Person
also made the unem-
ployed youth aware
regarding various Nat-
ural Farming, Cultural,
Mechanical, Biological
and Chemical control
measures under |IPM
techniques besides
employment generated
scheme Under HADP.

Jaral also appreci-
ated the G.S Sports
Club for conducting
such camps for wel-
fare of students and
asked the students
to come forward to
take maximum benefit
from the departmental
schemes.

The keynote address
on Central Scheme
and the agricultural
and rural economy
was delivered by Chief
Guest Mushtag Chow-
dhary delivered key-

note address on the
theme scheme related
to generate employ-
ment regarding various
centrally sponsored.

Chairman R.M
Public School Jammu
Rameshwar Mengi
gave his keynote
speech on the role of
agri-business entre-
preneurship, innova-
tion and value chains/
networks in farmer
income improvement.

Special Guest Vishal
Sadhotra, Block Devel-
opment Officer, Majalta
Rakshan Mengi, Direc-
tor RM Public School,
Sushil Singh Charak,
Chairman Nations
Development Associa-
tion and Bunny Sado-
tra Vice President G.S
Sports Club and others
were present on the
occasion.

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Naseer
Anhmed S/o Mir Mohd W.No. 3 Pyt.
Jandrolla Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Mohd
Ikhlag S/o Mohd Hanief W.No. 4 Pyt.
Jandrolla Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Mohd
Rashid S/o Ab. AzizW.No. 6 Pyt.
Chakrara Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 20 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Mohd
Hanief Sfo Wazir Mohd W.No. 1 Pyt.
Chakrara Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2™ call

0.50 200 1000 | 20 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Imtiaz
Ahmed Sfo Magbool Hussain W.No.
8 Pyt. Sathra Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 2 call

050 | 200 1000 | 20 days

Vermi Compost Unit NLO Mohd
Fareed S/o Mohd Shafi W.No. 5 Pyt.
Sathra Block Sathra Under PMKSY
2.0 Year 2023-24 2" call

0.50 200 1000 | 20 days

(1000 Hrs)
on or after
19-12-2023

Spring at W.No. 6 Moh. Kalsan Nio
1 Shaiat Hussain Pyt. Jandrolla Block

24 4th call

Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023

0.80 200 | 1600 | 30days

in the DEE )
office of Partially

Executive Availab

Irrigation Channel NLO Mushtaq
Khan S/o Qasim Ali W.No. 2 Pyt.
Kehnu Kulani Block Sathra Under
PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023-24 4th call

1.40 200 2800 | 30days

Executive Engineer
REW Division Poonch

Engineer le/
REW Deman

Division ded

Poonch

Irrigation Channel at W.No. 1 Moh.
Baghra NLO Sarfraz Pyt. Jandrolla
Block Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0 Year
2023-24 4th call

1.50 200 | 3000 | 30days

Spring at W.No. 7 Moh Chittitar NLO
Mohd Yaqoob Pyt. Jandrolla Block

24 4th call

Sathra Under PMKSY 2.0 Year 2023

1.00 200 2000 | 30days

NOTE:

The Contractors registered with DDC, Poonch in reference to GOVT. Order No: 238-F of 2021,

/5~~= NORTHERN RAILWAY

Azadig, OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

AmritMahotsav
The Dy. Chief Engineer/Const-II/Northern Railway Banihal for and on behalf of the

President of India invites open e-tender under One-Packet system for the following work:

Dated 07-09-2021 can participate upto an amount of Rs 3.00 Lacs, in local Panchayat works.
1. The already defaulted contractors are not allowed to participate in any tendering work of REW
Division Poonch.

Commissioner SMC reviews preparedness of
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra in all 74 wards

TOp News Report disseminating information and fostering Name Renovation & repair of Officers Rest House Srinagar & Tulsibagh and NOTE: No PRI mem_ber shall be allowed f1°1 '13'(2323 art in Tendering process
. awareness about the schemes. of work provision of Perspex sheets over false ceiling at Officers Rest House 1 | Date of Issue of Tender Nofice LiEVE):
S.RINAGAR,. I;)ec 14: CommISS|oner During the review, Commissioner SMC Srinagar. 9 | Period of downloading of bidding documents From 12-12-2023 fo 18-12-2023, 1855 Hrs
Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC), impressed upon all concerned officers to Approx Cost [ 3,03,58416/- (Rupees Three Crores Three Lakhs Fifty-Eight 3 | Bid submission Stort Date 12-12-2023 from 1200 Hrs onwards
Athar Aﬁmlr_Khan on Thursday Cha('jred a ensure utmost coordination at different Earnest Thousands Four hundred and sixteen only). ' 4 | Bid Submission End Date 18-12-2023 up fo 1855 Hrs
comprenensive review cum preparecness levels for the smooth and successful con- Money ¥3,01,800/- (Rupees Threel akh One Thousand and Eight Hundred only) 5 | Dafe & fime of opening of Technical Bids (Online) (in case | 19-12-2023 on or after 1000 Hrs in the Office of fhe

meeting of the Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra
campaign at the SMC headquarters, here.

The meeting reviewed the action plan
and preparations for ensuring the seam-
less and successful conduct of ‘Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra’ in all 74 wards of
SMC.

The fundamental objectives of the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, encompasses criti-
cal aspects such as reaching out to the
vulnerable sections eligible under various
welfare schemes and not yet covered,

duct of the activities under Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra in all 74 wards of SMC.

He asked them to ensure effective
implementation of the activities planned
to be conducted during the Yatra.

The meeting was attended by Joint
Commissioner, Chief Planning Officer
Srinagar, Secretary SMC, Chief Transport
Officer, Nodal Officer SMC, Informatics
Officer, Zonal Sanitation Officers, all Ward
Officers of SMC, Day Nodal Officers and
GIS Expert.

Similar nature of work/ period of completion : Any Civil Engineering Works/12 months.
Cost of tender document (Nil in case of e-tender) : Nil Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) (of only To be nofified ofter technical bid evaluation s
Last date & time of upload of tender | Up to 11.30 hrs. on 08.01.2024 successful technical bidders) completed

11.30 hrs. on 08.01.2024 1. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.

60 days from the date of opening of tender 2. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders

From 24.12.2023 to 08.01.2024 Tender Manual Kit" on website https://www.iktenders.gov.in/ to acquaint bid submission process. No:-
on Railway website for submission | documents will be available on IREPS site XEN/REW/P/4102-07

of offer i.e., www.ireps.gov.in Dated:- 11-12-2023

The E-Tender Notice/Tender Document will be available on www.ireps.gov.in from
the date of uploading of tender documents. Tender Notice No. W-1/ORH/works/Dy.
CE/C/BAHL Dated: 13.12.2023 3919/2023

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

of holiday, the bid shall be opened on next day) Executive Engineer REW, Poonch

o~

Date of opening of tender
Validity of offer
Availability of tender document

DIPJ-125639/23

Executive Engineer
Rural Engineering Wing
Poonch
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EDITORIAL

SAVE TREES

rees are also called green
Tgold because it is a very
valuable asset. Trees are
the main source of oxygen and
water that provide life on earth.
No one else can do the work of
providing oxygen and imagining
water without trees is not only
difficult but impossible.

Trees help us in reducing air pol-
lution and keep the environment
pure. Not only air pollution, they
also clean water by filtering out
harmful chemicals. Tree products
play a major role in every indus-
try. Trees have great importance
among the items used in our daily
life.

The more trees there are, the
purer the environment will be.
Nowadays people are suffering
from many types of respiratory
and other diseases due to air pol-
lution.

If there are trees, they will
absorb the harmful gases in the
air and provide us with clean air
and also get rid of diseases. If we
increase the number of trees, they
will naturally clean the air and
provide us many other benefits.
By increasing them, we avoid the
use of air conditioner and also get
rid of the harmful gases emitted
by it. It is because of trees that we
get abundant rainfall.

The roots of trees bind the soil,
which prevents soil erosion and
the soil absorbs water well. This
water, by becoming underground
water, saves us humans from
water scarcity. Trees also protect
the earth from the effects of heat
by providing us shade.

Due to the lack of this invalu-
able wealth, problems like global
warming, drought, land erosion
are becoming increasingly seri-
ous on the earth. If we want to
avoid these natural disasters, we
will have to take steps towards
conservation of trees.

If we work in this direction
today, only then future genera-
tions will be inspired to work in
this direction. On happy occa-
sions, we spend money and have
parties, but instead of all this, if
we plant saplings and conserve
trees, it will be a sign of happi-
ness not only for our acquain-
tances but also for humans.

In Indian culture anyway, there
is talk of worshiping trees. By
becoming a responsible citizen,
we should ensure that if trees are
being cut in the name of develop-
ment, then where are trees being
planted to compensate for them?

God has given the quality of intel-
ligence/prudence to man only. If
we continue to use this intelli-
gence to harm nature in the name
of development, it will be a stain
on man'’s conscience. Therefore,
let us all take a pledge together
that we will work on preserving
trees not only for ourselves but
for the entire nature and make
this earth green.

Flght the freeze! How to protect your lips in winter

By: Shahnaz Husain

ith the cold winter
Wweather gripping
much of the country,

many people are experiencing
dry, cracked and painful lips.
The cold air, the chilling wind
and the centrally heated air
inside strips the moisture away
from your lips leaving them
chapped, flaky, slit, sore, and
painful, a condition known as
common cheilitis. The harsh
winter winds have a significant
effect on our body particularly
on our lips leaving them dry,
chapped, flaky, cracked, and
even painful.

Exposure to sun, wind, and
cold, dry air can further con-
tribute to chapped lips because
the skin on the lips is thinner
and more delicate than the skin
on the face and the rest of the
body.

urthermore, dry lips can be
due to other factors like life-
style disorders, a spike in blood
sugar, and blood pressure, an
allergic reaction to your tooth-
paste, lipstick or beauty prod-
ucts and pollution in the envi-
ronment.

The skin on our lips is very
thin, sensitive and lacks sweat
glands, so they’re almost
always exposed to the ele-
ments. . The skin on our lips
has just three to five cellular
layers, compared to typical
facial skin, which has up to 16
layers.

The skin on lips dries out 10
times faster than the rest of the
skin on our face .

The harsh winter winds may
be the reason your lips feel
super tight and dry but that
doesn’t mean you have to wait
till spring to wear your favou-
rite lipstick or get a picture-
perfect pout for a selfie.

Nutritional deficiencies can
also lead to dry, chapped lips.
Sometimes, even cracks may
develop. Vitamins A, C and
B2 are important for the lips.
So, foods like citrus fruits, ripe
papaya, tomatoes, carrots,
green leafy vegetables, nuts,
whole-grains, oats, and milk
products may be included in
the diet. Of course, it’s best
to take your doctor’s advice
before making changes in your
diet, especially if you have any
medical condition.

Use glossy lipsticks and lip
balm. Avoid soap and powder
on the lips. Remove lipstick
with a cleansing cream or gel.
Apply almond oil or cream at
night and leave on.

After washing the face, the lips
may be rubbed gently with a
soft towel to remove dead skin.
Apply cream of milk (malai)
daily and leave on for an hour.
If the lips become dark, add a
few drops of lemon juice to the
cream of milk. At night, apply
pure almond oil daily on the

lips and leave on overnight.

Honey can be mixed with
sesame seeds or walnut powder
and used as a scrub for the lips.
A little almond oil may also be
added.

Oils like Argan and Coconut
oil also help to nourish the skin
on the lips. Argon oil is actu-
ally native to Morocco, where
it has been traditionally used
for food purposes, as well as to
treat skin and scalp problems.
Todays, it is being increasingly
used for cosmetic purposes to
make cosmetics like moisturis-
ers, creams, lotions, face packs,
hair oils, hair conditioners, etc.

Argan oil is rich in unsatu-
rated fatty acids and Vitamin
E. Since it contains Vitamin E
and antioxidants, it helps to
delay the visible ageing sign
and even rejuvenate the skin.
It protects the youthful prop-
erties of the skin, like elasticity
and resilience. As it is easily
absorbed by the skin, it can be
ideal for the care of the lips.
The fatty acids also nourish
and soften the skin. The oil was
used for medicinal purposes
to cure skin problems and also
heal and soothe burns. It nour-
ishes the skin and improves
skin texture. Argan oil can be
used directly on the skin. Use
only a few drops directly on
the lips.

Coconut oil has also been
valued for its nourishing and
moisturizing ability. It has a
great skin-softening ability
and helps to make the skin
soft and smooth. It may be
applied on the lips and is also
said to protect the skin from
the damage caused by expo-
sure to ultraviolet rays of the

sun. It is said to protect the skin
better than cream. It also helps
to heal cracks on the lips. In
fact, it can be used to remove
makeup from the face, includ-
ing the lips. Coconut oil may
be applied on the lips and left
on overnight. Or, it can be left
on for 15 minutes and wiped
off with moist cotton wool. The
advantage is that unlike other
preparations that may contain
synthetic ingredients, coconut
oil can be safely applied on the
lips and even ingested. Anoth-
er advantage is that unlike
other oils, coconut oil does not
become rancid.

Coconut oil and Argan oil-
based lip balms and lip creams
can also be used for the care of
the lips.

Licking your lips seems to be
the best idea to make them
moist. Licking will make your
lips drier and the constant
biting can cause bleeding. Once
you put saliva on your lips, the
air causes the saliva to evap-
orate pretty quickly, making
your lips dry and can leave the
delicate skin feeling irritated as
well. Digestive enzymes and
bacteria in saliva can makes
them dry out faster, making
your lips even drier overall.

Also, don’t touch your lips
unnecessarily as the bacteria
and germs from your hands
can transfer to your lips and
can lead to infection.

(The author is an
international fame
beauty expert and is
called herbal queen of
India)

How To Prepare for CBSE/ICSE/STATE Pre-Boards 2023-24

B4

By: Vijay GarG

re-Board 2023-24 Prep-
Paration Tips: As CBSE/
ICSE /STATE BOARD
students gear up for their
board exams, pre-boards
serve as a crucial stage to
assess their preparedness
and identify strengths and
weaknesses. Pre-board exams
before the final board exams
offer a valuable opportunity
to familiarize yourself with
the exam pattern, gain con-
fidence, and fine-tune your
preparations.
What are Pre-Board Exams?
Pre-board exams are con-
ducted by schools to prepare
students for the final board
exam by creating mock exam
scenarios. They provide stu-
dents with a realistic experi-
ence of the actual board exam
by exposing them to the latest
exam pattern, duration, and
marking scheme. The results
of pre-boards help students
assess their understanding

of the concepts and identify
areas for improvement

Are Pre-Board Marks Impor-
tant?

Though the marks obtained
in the CBSE pre-board exams
do not directly impact your
final board exam results they
definitely play a significant
role in assessing your aca-
demic progress and boost-
ing your confidence level.
Your performance in the pre-
boards works as a wake-up
call, prompting you to focus
on specific areas and improve
your preparations for the
year-end exam.

Are Pre-Board Exams Harder
than Board Exams?

The difficulty level of pre-
board exams often varies
from school to school. How-
ever, schools generally set
pre-boards to be challeng-
ing to prepare students for
the actual exams. This is also
essential to help students.
identify their strengths and
weaknesses, thereby allowing
them to focus their prepara-
tion efforts more effective-
ly. Hence, pre-boards are
intended to offer a learning
experience rather than testing
a student’s ability to handle
extreme difficulty.

Effective Preparation Tips
for Pre-Board Exams

1. Understand the Syllabus
and Exam Pattern: Thorough-
ly review the latest CBSE/
ICSE /STATE BOARD sylla-
bus for each subject to clearly

know the topics and marking
scheme. Familiarize yourself
with the exam pattern, includ-
ing the number and type of
questions, marks distribution,
and duration.

2. Create a Study Plan:
Develop a structured study
plan that allows you to dedi-
cate sufficient time to each
subject. Prioritize topics
based on your strengths and
weaknesses while ensuring
the coverage of the entire
syllabus within the available
timeframe.

3. Focus on NCERT Text-
books: NCERT textbooks are
considered essential for board
exam preparations. So, read
the textbooks for all subjects
thoroughly to understand the
concepts and practise all the
solved and unsolved ques-
tions for a better understand-
ing of the basics of Maths.

4. Solve Previous Year
Papers: Solving previous year
question papers will help you
get familiar with the exam
pattern, question types, and
difficulty level. Moreover, it
would also help to get anidea
of the important topics which
have been asked frequently in
past years.

5. Clear Doubts and Seek
Help: If you want to ace the
board exams, consider your
pre-board as big as the final
exams. Do not leave any loop-
holes in your preparations,
ask your teachers or class-
mates to clear doubts if any.

This should be taken into reg-
ular practice to prevent your
doubts from accumulating
and help you be clear with
all the concepts and funda-
mentals.

6. Practise Writing Skills:
Regularly practise writ-
ing descriptive answers to
expected questions. This will
not only improve your time
management skills but help in
avoiding mistakes that arise
from lack of practice and
organization. Practise writ-
ing answers in exam format
to refine your answer writing
skills.

7. Manage a Stress-free,
Healthy Routine: Taking care
of your physical and mental
well-being during the prepa-
ration phase is essential for
achieving exceptional results
in examinations. Eat healthy,
get adequate sleep, and take
regular breaks to maintain
focus and energy levels.
Approach the pre-boards
with a positive mindset, view-
ing them as opportunities to
gauge your progress.

Remember, pre-board exams
are designed to help you
become exam-ready, increas-
ing your chances of success
in your annual board exams.

(VIJAY GARG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout
Punjab)
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ABVP stands for students’ rights, demands
IlIISlIlIIIIBmEIIl of Exams at CLUJ

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14:
ABVP Jammu Mahan-
agar, in a resolute dis-
play of solidarity, staged
a protest at the Cluster
University VC office in
Jammu, urging the post-
ponement of exams due
to an incomplete sylla-
bus.

Despite persistent
appeals to the Vice
Chancellor through
memoranda, the exams
have remained unaffect-
ed, prompting students
to voice their concerns
through peaceful dem-
onstration.

Manik Goswami, Joint
Secretary of ABVP
Jammu Mahanagar,
expressed his disap-
pointment, stating, “It's
disheartening that our
pleas for a postponed
exam due to an incom-
plete syllabus have gone
unanswered. Students
deserve a fair chance to
complete their studies.”

Piyush Gupta (Joint
Secretary ABVP Jammu
Mahanagar) stated,

“Postponing exams is
not just about conve-
nience; it's about the
quality of education.
We demand a fair and
conducive environment
for learning.”

Harish Sharma, Joint
Secretary of ABVP
Jammu Mahanagar,
emphasized the need
for the educational
system to prioritize stu-
dents’ learning condi-
tions. He stated, “We
are here to ensure that
their voices are heard
and acted upon. The
academic well-being of
students must be at the
forefront of our educa-
tional priorities.”

The ABVP activists
present at the protest
included Piyush Gupta
(Seh Mantri), Manik
Goswami (Seh Mantri),
Harish Sharma (Seh
Mantri), Ganesh Bha-
radwaj (Social Media
Incharge), Divyansh
Janyal (Office Secre-
tary), Varun Manhas
(GGM Science Col-
lege President), Raman

Khajuria (College Sec-
retary), Rajan (Work-
ing President), Tushar
Pandey (SPMR Col-
lege President), Rupal
Rajput (SPMR Col-
lege Secretary), Lucky
Sharma (College Vice
President), Eklavya
Shalatia, Arun Sharma,
Atul Verma, Nitin Tal-
waria, and many more
dedicated individuals.

The protest, which
lasted for approximate-
ly two hours, drew the
attention of university
administration represen-
tatives. Subsequently,
discussions took place,
and the administration
requested time until the
evening to thoroughly
consider the matter.
In a display of trust,
the students decided
to temporarily halt the
protest, providing the
administration with the
requested time for a
decision.

The ABVP urges the
administration of Cluster
University of Jammu to
acknowledge the legiti-
mate concerns of stu-
dents and reconsider
the decision to proceed
with exams amid incom-
plete syllabi. The organi-
zation remains commit-
ted to championing the
rights of students and
fostering an environ-
ment where their aca-
demic pursuits are not
compromised.

CRC Bemina conducts
Rehabilitation cum Distribution

Camp for registered beneficiaries
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 14:
Composite Regional
Centre, (CRC), Depart-
ment of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabili-
ties, Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment
(MSJ&E), Government of
India, Bemina, Srinagar
on Thursday conducted
rehabilitation cum dis-
tribution camp at CRC
campus Srinagar.

The Rehabilitation camp
was organized under the
ADIP Scheme of the Min-
istry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Govt. of
India in collaboration with
ALIMCO, Prime Minister
Divyasha Kendra.

More than 150 ben-

eficiaries and their atten-
dants and concerned
rehabilitation profession-
als attended the camp.

During the said rehabil-
itation camp, more than
140 Assistive & Mobility
Aids & Appliances viz.
Battery operated Wheel-
chairs, Smart Phones,
Auxiliary Crutches, C.P
chairs, Wheel Chairs, Tri-
cycles, Walking Sticks,
L.S Belts, Elbow Crutch-
es etc. were distributed
among the registered
beneficiaries on the spot.

After availing these
Assistive and Mobility
devices the beneficiaries
(PwDs) expressed their
pleasure for hassle-free
rehabilitation services
being provided by this
institution.

DDC B’la reviews progress
of Projects under KPDCL

for 2023-24

Top News Report

BARAMULLA, Dec 14: The
District Development Com-
missioner (DDC) Baramulla,
Dr Syed Sehrish Asgar on
Thursday convened a meet-
ing of the officers of Kash-
mir Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited (KPDCL)
to review the financial and
physical progress of the proj-
ects under District Capex,
Area Development Fund/
SSY/ Aspirational District /
Block.

The concerned officers of
KPDCL provided a detailed
division wise overview of dif-

ferent works being executed
and presented in-depth
details of the progress of
developmental projects
within the district for the
financial year 2023-24.

At the outset, the meeting
was informed that a total of
396 projects were accorded
for 3 divisions of the district
viz; Baramulla, Sopore and
Tangmarg under District
Capex Budget.

It was also given out that
most of the projects have
been tendered and taken
up for work whereas 70%
of expenditure has been
achieved of the total allo-
cated funds.

J&K National Conference SC

Cell Udhampur constituted

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Dec
14: The Jammu and
Kashmir National Con-
ference (JKNC) today
announced the forma-
tion of its Scheduled
Caste (SC) Cell in
Udhampur district. The
constitution took place
in the presence of
prominent party lead-
ers including District
President Sunil Verma,
District Vice President
Gurmeet Singh Josh,
and District Secretary
Capt Pavitar Singh.

The newly formed cell
comprises a dedicated
team committed to rep-
resenting and address-
ing the concerns of the
SC community within
the district. The appoint-
ed members included
Retd Principal Amarnath
appointed as District
President SC cell, Om
Parkash Sr. Vice Presi-
dent, S.C Dogra Vice
President, Bishamber
Das, Kuldeep Kumair,
Sat Pal Additional and
Mool Raj Additional Distt
Secretaries, Sham Lal
Block President Udham-
pur, Madan Lal Block
President Majalta, Tara
Mani Block President
Jib Thathi, Madan Lal

-
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Bhagat Block President
Jaganoo, Tarvinder
Kumar Block Presi-
dent Tikri, Ravi Kumar
Block President Pan-
cheri, Madan Lal Block
Secretary Udhampur,
Sher Kumar Block Vice
President Udhampur
and Suram Chand, Ravi
Kumar, Raj Pal, Madan
Lal and Kishore Kumar,
Members.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sunil Verma, Dis-
trict President JKNC
Udhampur urged the
newly appointed mem-
bers to work diligently
and strengthen the
hands of party leaders
Dr. Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdullah. He
expressed his hope that
the SC Cell will play a
vital role in promoting
the party’s vision and
policies within the dis-
trict.

“The formation of the
SC Cell signifies the
JKNC’s commitment to
inclusivity and social
justice. It is expected
that the dedicated
team will work towards
empowering the SC
community and ensur-
ing their meaningful par-
ticipation in the political
and social landscape of
Udhampur,” he added.

BBBP Awareness programme held

at Hermain, Shopian

Top News Report

SHOPIAN, Dec 14: An
awareness programme
on Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP) was on
Thursday organised by
District Hub for Empower-
ment of Women (DHEW),
Mission Shakti at block
Hermain Shopian.

On the occasion, offi-
cials from DHEW and
NRLM highlighted the
importance of educating
a girl child, and stressed
upon strict enforcement of
relevant rules and regula-

tions.

Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao, is a step towards
empowerment of girls
through education and
the organisation has
been conducting aware-
ness camps through the
district.

District Mission Coor-
dinator, DHEW Shop-
ian briefed the audience
about PC&PNDT Act and
stressed upon education
of girl child and gender
equality.

Gender Specialist
DHEW Shopian delivered

an elaborative speech on
empowerment of women,
role of women in soci-
ety and encouraged the
female to fight against all
the odds of the society,
gender bias and gender
discrimination.

At the end of the pro-
gramme, a pledge was
taken to safeguard the
rights of girl children
and to eradicate gender
inequality.

The programme was
attended by AWWs, Asha
workers, NRLM staff and
local women.

BJP Kissan Morcha’s two-month-long Namo

Kabaddl tournament concludes in Srinagar

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 14:
The two-month-long Namo
Kabaddi tournament orga-
nized by the BJP Kissan
Morcha concluded here
today at the Indoor Stadium
Srinagar.

The tournament, which
saw participation from
teams across Jammu and
Kashmir, aimed to promote
the sport of Kabaddi among
the youth and foster a spirit
of sportsmanship and unity.

The closing ceremony
of the tournament was
a grand affair, with BJP
National President Kissan
Morcha Rajkumar Chahar
as the Chief Guest.

In his address, Chahar
lauded the efforts of the
BJP Kissan Morcha in
organizing the successful
tournament and empha-
sized the importance of
sports in promoting peace
and harmony. He urged
the youth of Jammu and
Kashmir to focus on sports
and contribute to building
a brighter future for the
region.

Sarbijit Singh Johal, Presi-
dent of the BJP Kissan
Morcha J&K, expressed
his gratitude to Chahar
for gracing the occasion.
He highlighted the signifi-
cant improvements made
in sports infrastructure in

J&K since the Modi gov-
ernment came to power. He
also encouraged the youth
to take advantage of the
various schemes launched
by the government for their
welfare and consider sports
as a viable career option.
The closing ceremony
also saw the participation
of other dignitaries, includ-
ing Atam Singh Naagar,
General Secretary, Man-
zoor Ahmed Khan, Trea-
surer, Altaf Mohammad,
Dr. Mehraj, Satish Bharti,
Sarpanch Balbir Kour, Imi-
tiaz Ahmed, Ashok Bhat,
Sofi Yousuf, Altaf Thakur,
Shailendra Singh, Kulbir
Kour, Asif Shameema,
Rabia Rassool, Javed
Ahmed, and Lateef Ahmed.
The Namo Kabaddi tour-
nament was a resounding
success, and it is hoped
that such initiatives will
continue to promote sports
and cultural exchange in
Jammu and Kashmir.

NSS SMVDU organizes poster-making event
on ‘Viksit Bharat @2047 V01ce of Youth’

Top News Report

KATRA, Dec 14:
NSS SMVDU orga-
nized poster-making
event on ‘Viksit Bharat
@2047: Voice of Youth’.
The main mission is
to actively involve the
youth of the country
in the formulation of
national plans, priorities,
and goals of the country.

It will provide a plat-
form for the youth of
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the country to con-

tribute ideas to the

vision of Viksit Bharat
@2047. The theme
of the poster-making
event was ‘Glimpses of
Bharat@2047'.
Students actively par-
ticipated in the event and
showcased their creativ-
ity in the form of their
ideas at Bharat@2047.
B. K. Bhatia, T&P offi-
cer, and Dr. Rajiv Kumar,
NSS Programme Coor-
dinator organized the

event and appreciated
the efforts of NSS vol-
unteers.

Dean of Academic
Affairs, Prof. Balbir
Singh, and Prof. Ankush
Anand were also pres-
ent during the event and
encouraged students.

Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Pragati Kumar congrat-
ulated the organizing
team for successfully
organizing the event.

DC Kupwara chairs DLC
meeting under PMMSY

Top News Report

KUPWARA, Dec 14:
In order to finalize the
selection of beneficiaries
under PMSSY (Pradhan
Mantri Matsaya Sam-
pada) fisheries sector,
District Level Committee
(DLC) meeting was held
on Thursday here under
the chairpersonship of
the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kupwara,
Ayushi Sudan.

At the outset, AD Fish-
eries, Sajad Ahmad
apprised the chair that
for allotment of one

auto e-rickshaw, under
PMSSY, for market-
ing facility of fish, 34
applications have been
received.

On scrutiny of docu-
ments, 27 applicants
were found eligible for
availing the benefits of
one e- auto rickshaw
with total cost of Rs.3.00
lakhs and departmen-
tal subsidy of Rs.1.20
lakhs.

Draw of lots was con-
ducted in presence of all
the members of DLC.

Out of 27 eligible can-
didates, one name was

selected by drawing lots
who was identified as
ljaz Ahmad Malla S/O
Bashir Ahmad Malla
R/O Lokipora Handwara
for allotment of e- auto
Rickshaw.

The meeting was
attended by ADDC Kup-
wara, Altaf Ahmad Khan;
SE, Jal Shakti Kupwara,
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayats, Head KVK
Kupwara, Assistant
Director Fisheries, Chief
Agriculture Officer Kup-
wara, and (Fishermen)
applicants of PMSSY.

NSS unit of GDCW Kathua organizes Intra-
college Group Dlscussmn Competition

Top News Report

KATHUA, Dec 14:
Intra-college Group
Discussion Competition
was organized by NSS
unit of Government
Degree College women
Kathua on the theme of
Futuristic Prospectives
of Indian Youth of under
the banner of Viksit
Bharat @2047.

Event was organized
under the supervision of

NSS Pro- gram Officer
Dr. Ritu Kumar Sharma
Two groups of NSS vol-
unteers participated and
expressed their views,
ideas, thoughts, plans,
priorities of youths to
bring India into the top
countries of the world by
2047 and emphasized
that today’s India’s GDP
is at 5th number in the
world and planning to be
at top before 2047.

Dr Savi Behl, principal

of the college focused
upon while addressing
the students that Indian
Government has mis-
sion to inculcate the
spirit of entrepreneur-
ship among the youth
of India and motivated
the students to come
up with new ideas,
thoughts and planning
so that our country shall
also be again become a
Golden Sparrow in the
world. She urged the
students to build up con-
fidence and enthuse to
make India progressive
and prosperous.

The faculty members
were present on the
occasion Prof. Roshan
Lal Sharma, Prof. Surbhi
Gupta and Prof. Kamini
kapoor, were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

session at Bhalra

Top News Report

BHADARWAH, Dec
14: Department of
AYUSH organised Yoga
Session Awareness
Program on the direc-
tive of Harvinder Singh
Deputy Commissioner
Doda at Gathi Morh
Park Bhalra additional
district Bhaderwah on
Thursday in which the
staff of the Department
(AHWC Drudhu/Bhalra)
participated.

On this occasion, live
yoga sessions were
conducted by Yoga
experts Faizan-ul-Haq
and Anil Yogi. Aware-
ness lectures regard-
ing stress management
were also delivered
which were appreciated
by the participants.

The programme was
conducted in the overall
guidence and supervi-
sion of District Ayush
Officer Doda Dr. Ajay
Tikoo accompanied
with Medical Officer Dr.

Shaker Hussain, Super-
visor Pharmacist Smt.
Shakuntla Devi, MTS
Farooqg Ahmed, Yoga
Therapist Anil Yogi,
Yoga Instructor Faizan
Ul Haq and others.
Champa Devi a local
resident highly com-
mended the work of the
yoga Therapist/yoga
Instructor and requested
both of them to conduct
such informative and
demonstrative yoga ses-
sions and awareness for
people in the near future
also. She said that at a
time when our society
is replete with so many
psychological challeng-

Ayush Deptt organises Yoga

es because of which
both young and old are
the sufferers, such cura-
tive and informative pro-
grams act as healers.

“Yoga has become
increasingly popular
over the years and for
a good reason, practic-
ing yoga regularly has
numerous health ben-
efits that go beyond
just physical flexibil-
ity and strength. It can
help reduce stress and
anxiety, improve sleep
quality, increase energy
levels, boost immunity,
manage chronic pain
and improve overall
mental wellbeing,” She
observed.

‘Verinag-Quazigund road in dilapidated
condltlon, admln unmoved’

Top News Report

VERINAG, Dec 14:
Residents of Verinag
Sadiwara area of Anant-
nag District on Thursday
expressed resentment
over dilapidated condi-
tion of a 10 kilometer
road stretch which they
said has not been mac-
adamized from past 8
years.

They said from past 8
years Roads and Build-
ings (R&B) department
has failed to repair this
road. School children

and shopkeepers are
the worst suffers due to
the bad condition of the
road,” residents said.
Mohd Yousuf Malik, a
local Resident of Veri-
nag, said that they are
facing inconvenience
as road had turned into
‘death trap’ for them.
He said government
macadamized other link
roads in the locality last
year but their “deliber-
ately” left unattended.
Another local said
from past 8-9 years
nothing has been done

for them, it's getting
worse day by day,” he
said.

“We approached Con-
cerned R&B department
, but they turned deaf
ears to their pleas,” he
said.

He said during emer-
gencies they have to
use alternative routes
to reach on the main
road. Despite living in
adjacent to Srinagar-
Quazigund highway, link
roads in the colony are
craving for attention, he
said.

“We face problems
when it rains as the road
turns into a dam. Even
we registered problem
to concerned depart-
ment but things remain
unchanged on ground,”
he said.

Residents appealed
Lt. Governor led admin-
istration to look into
the matter, so that they
could get a sign of relief.
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Veteran star Dharmendra took
a stroll down memory lane on
Thursday as he shared a price-
less throwback picture with yes-
teryear’s star Raj Kapoor on his
birth anniversary.

Taking to Instagram, Dhar-
mendra dropped the picture,
which he captioned, “Happy
Birthday Raj Sahab .... We
miss you ! ..... You will always
be remembered with great love
and respect.”

In the monochrome picture,
Dharmendra and Raj Kapoor
could be seen in a conversa-
tion while shaking hands.

Born in Peshawar to father-
actor Prithviraj Kapoor and
Ramsarni Mehra, Raj Kapoor
had a remarkable career. He
won many accolades includ-
ing three National Film Awards
and 11 Filmfare Awards. He
is known as the ‘Showman of
Indian cinema’.

He appeared in films like
‘Shree 420’, ‘Aag’, ‘Chori Chori’,
‘Anari’, ‘Sangam’ and ‘Mera
Naam Joker’.

Meanwhile, talking about
Dharmendra, the veteran star
recently celebrated his 88th
birthday.

Ananya Panday is latest hot favourite after ‘The

Archies’; ramoured boyfriend Aditya Roy Kapur

‘Never smoked a cigarette in
my life’: Actress Kate Micucci
dlagnosed with lung cancer

pens.”
As per a study by
Cancer organisation,
about 80 per cent of
lung cancer deaths
are thought to result
from smoking, and this
number is probably
even higher for SCLC.
It's very rare for some-
one who has never
smoked to have SCLC.
The risk of lung cancer
for people who smoke is
many times higher than
for people who don’t
smoke.

The longer you smoke

Actress Kate Micucci In her video, she

on dating says ‘ask me no secrets...’

Actors Aditya Roy
Kapur and Arjun
Kapoor graced the
famous ‘Koffee’ couch
in the recent episode of
the popular talk show
‘Koffee with Karan
Season 8.

During a conversa-
tion with the ‘Aashiqui
2’ actor, KJo addressed
the rumours of him
dating actor Ananya
Panday to which he
wittily replied, “You
see Karan you said on
your show ‘Ask me no
secrets and I'll tell you
no lies’.” Karan also told

Aditya that in the ear-
lier episode of ‘KWK 8,
Ananya said she was
feeling “very Ananya
Coy Kapur,” to which the
‘Yeh Jawani Hai Dee-
wani’ actor said, “And |
am Aditya Joy Kapur as
of now.”

“You mean you'’re joy-
ously in a situationship?”
Karan asked Aditya to
which he replied, “I'm
quite joyous.” Karan also
asked him the first word
that comes to his mind
when he says Ananya is
“‘joy”?. To which, Aditya
responded, “Joy, pure

joy and bliss.”

Ananya and Aditya
have been rumoured to
be dating for some time.
It all began when the two
made a joint appear-
ance at Kriti Sanon’s
Diwali party last year.
However, neither has
confirmed the reports.

The two also report-
edly visited Maldives
recently to celebrate
Ananya’s 25th birthday.

In an unexpected turn
of events, netizens have
found themselves re-
evaluating their opinion
on Ananya Panday, the

daughter of Chunkey
Panday and Bhavana
Pandey. Ananya had
previously been a target
of online trolling for her
acting skills. However,
with the underwhelm-

ing performances of
Suhana Khan and
Khushi Kapoor in ‘The
Archies,” social media is
witnessing a shift in sen-
timent and she is now a
new “hot favourite”.

has been diagnosed
with lung cancer despite
having “never smoked a
cigarette in my life”.

The 43-year-old US
actress and comedian
shared a video of her-
self on TikTok lying in
a hospital bed, joking
that she was posting a
“SickTok”.

The Big Bang Theory
actress has had a sur-
gery after being diag-
nosed with the cancer.

revealed she under-
went surgery for lung
cancer on Friday. “Hey
everybody, this is not a
TikTok, it's a ‘Sick Tok.
I'm in the hospital but
it's because | had lung
cancer surgery yester-
day, “ adding, “They
caught it really early.
It's pretty weird because
I've never smoked a cig-
arette in my life. So, you
know, it was a surprise,
but also, | guess it hap-

and the more packs
a day you smoke, the
greater your risk.

The American comedi-
an and musician’s some
of the roles include
Stephanie Gooch in
Scrubs, Ally in ‘Til Death,
Shelley in Raising Hope,
Lucy in The Big Bang
Theory, Sadie Miller in
Steven Universe, Sara
Murphy in Milo Murphy’s
Law, Kelly in Hamster
and Gretel.

Nobody can force filmmaker to make movies
of particular genre: Manoj Bajpayee

Popular actor Manoj
Bajpayee said nobody
can force a filmmaker to
make movies of a par-
ticular genre.

Interacting with report-
ers during the 29th Kol-
kata International Film
Festival here recently,
the 54-year old actor
said it is up to people to
choose the kind of films
they want to see.

“It is up to the audi-
ence to choose what
films they want to see.
There has to be space
for everyone and every
genre. Please don’t ask
a filmmaker to make a
movie of your choice. A
director is free to make
a film of his choice,” the
‘Satya’ actor said.

Manoj said most Indian
movies promote good
family values and glorify
women.

“I am thankful to direc-
tors for giving me choic-
es. | have to make the
most of it before | leave
(the stage). | expect a
lot from myself. | choose
my roles carefully,” the
‘Gangs of Wasseypur’
actor added.

Manoj said he doesn’t
see “negative and posi-
tive roles” as there are
lots of possibilities and
a wide variety of scripts
nowadays.

On the growing popu-
larity of the OTT plat-
form, Manoj, whose
‘The Family Man’ on
the web was a runaway

hit, said, “OTT has cer-
tainly democratised the
system and helped the
entire (film) industry.”
“The OTT platform has
helped many actors. So
many stars came up

during the pandemic
when people were glued
to their mobile phones.”

On OTT content regu-
lation, he opined, “Cen-
sorship in digital media
should be introduced

only when it is required.
| think people are intel-
ligent and sensible.”

Paying tributes to
Satyaijit Ray, he said, “I
am curious to know the
experiences of actors
who worked with Ray.
When | worked with
Sharmilaji (Sharmila
Tagore) in a film, | used
to often ask her to share
her experience about
working with Ray.”

Expressing reserva-
tions on calling the Hindi
film industry as Bolly-
wood, he said, “It is a
bad copy of Hollywood,”
adding that the work-
ing styles and values
between Hollywood and
our film industry don’t
match.

James Cameron confirms Kate
Winslet will be back as Ronal in

‘Avatar 3’

Filmmaker James
Cameron confirmed
that along with actress
Kate Winslet he was
working on Avatar 3.
James said the project’s
post-production sched-
ule was ‘hectic’, but the
film was due for release
on Christmas 2025.

James said in aninter-
view that Kate would
once again play Ronal.
While Kate’s involve-
mentin Avatar: The Way
of Water was relatively
minimal, it sounded like
she would have more to
do in the third film.

The director said
Kate was in touch with
a real-life shaman to
learn more about her
role. “When you see her
doing that purification
ritual to try to revive Kitty
in the film and some of
the stuff that she’s going
to do in the third movie
is based on actual prac-
tice,” he said.

Elnaaz Norouzi set to
dazzle the music scene with
her second smgle, Woah

Actress Elnaaz
Norouzi, known for her
versatility , is set to
dazzle the music scene
once again with her
second single, Woah,
slated for release on
December 9. Follow-
ing the success of her
debut single La La
Love, which captivated
audiences worldwide,
Norouzi’s second musi-
cal venture promises to
be equally enthralling.

Speaking about the
same, Elnaaz says, “For
my second song, the
inspiration came from
the desire to incorpo-
rate elements of Indian
and Middle-Eastern
sounds, reflecting my
identity. Despite sing-
ing primarily in English,
| aimed to infuse cultural
influences.

The goal was to create
a vibrant club track that
resonates with my love
for dancing, showcas-
ing it as one of my
strengths. Collaborat-
ing with producers in
LA and Germany, we
worked collectively to
craft the beats.”

&

-

Smriti Irani gets a diet chart from Jackie Shrotf

Former actress Smiriti Irani,

kam kar ... diet kar kissi ko pata

|
' #
[y

who is currently the Union Min-
ister, has revealed about some
diet suggestions that actor
Jackie Shroff has shared with
the ‘Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi’ star.

Taking to social media, Smriti
shared some candid pics with
Jackie, wherein both can be
seen engrossed in a conversa-
tion.

Smriti is wearing a black and
golden printed saree, while
Jackie is wearing an all-black
ouftfit.

She has also shared a picture
with producer JD Majethia.

In the caption, the Smriti wrote

in a quirky manner: “DIET ki
salah ke do prakaar - mehnat
bahut but no chamatkar 1) Bidu

wazan kam kar.. fit reh fat mat

ho re anda kha baingan kha
bread mat khare.. 2) Ben wazan

nahi chalega.”

Fans wrote: “you have a
whacky sense of humour Look-
ing great Smriti mam”, “how
bright and beautiful lady you're”.

For the unversed, Jackie has
an organic farm, where he
grows organic plants, trees and
herbs. He is also viral on the
social media for his healthy viral
food recipes such as ‘Baingan
Bharta’, ‘eggs with curry leaves’,
‘kanda bhindi’, and more.

The actor is often seen in
public gatherings and events
holding a small plant, spread-
ing the positive message of tree
plantation.

Ali Fazal joins the Hindi voice cast for
Solo Levehn

Crunchyroll is excited
to announce the associ-
ation of renowned actor
and producer Ali Fazal
as part of the Hindi
voice cast in the highly
anticipated anime adap-
tation of Solo Leveling.

Ali is set to lend his
voice to the character
called Song Chiyul, a
Korean C-Rank hunter.
Song Chiyul is an older
gentleman who has
taken the weak pro-
tagonist, Sung Jinwoo,
under his wing. With
a Hollywood debut in

Furious 7 and a lead-
ing role opposite Dame
Judi Dench in Victoria
and Abdul, Ali Fazal’s
international acclaim
makes him a significant
addition to the Solo Lev-
eling cast.

Ali said, “Joining the
cast of Solo Leveling
and lending my voice
to one of its gritty char-
acters is a unique and
exciting opportunity.
| always strive to do
something new with
each of my projects, and
this opportunity is defi-

nitely among them. The
character of Song Chiyul
is truly remarkable, and
| am honored to be a
part of this amazing and
exciting project. Work-
ing with Crunchyroll and
being a part of the anime
world is a fresh and
thrilling experience for
me. | had a great time
being the voice behind
this character.”

Solo Leveling will
make its global debut on
Crunchyroll's streaming
platform on January 6.
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Mastermind behind Parliament security breach still
on the run; Delhi Police conduct raids to nabh him

A resident of Kolkata, Lalit Jha, is a teacher by profession and was the main

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): The Delhi
Police are conducting
raids to the nab the sixth
man suspected to be a
key part of the group
that breached Parlia-
ment, an officer said on
Thursday.

A resident of Kolkata,
Lalit Jha, is a teacher by
profession and was the
main conspirator of the
security breach, police
said.

Influenced by revolu-
tionary Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, Lalit and others
were highly motivated
to commit an act which
could draw the country’s
attention to them, they
said.

The security agencies
so far have not found
their connection with
any terror group, the
officer said.

All six joined a Bhagat
Singh fan page on
Facebook after coming
in touch with each other

conspirator of the security breach

on social media.

Lalit, Sagar Sharma
and Maoranjan D had
about a year ago met
in Mysore where they
made a plan to barge
into Parliament. They
later added Neelam and
Amol in the plan.

Being a teacher,
Lalit took the lead and
instructed Manoranjan
to do a reccee of all
entry points of the Par-
liament during the Mon-
soon Session.

“In July, Manoranjan
came to Delhi and went
inside Parliament on a
visitor pass issued in the
name of an MP. There,
he got to know that the
frisking of shoes does
not happen,” the officer
privy to the investigation
said.

On Wednesday, Lalit
came with the four
others to Parliament.

When they got passes
for only two of them -
Lalit decided to take

the mobile phones of all
four - Sagar, Manoran-
jan, Neelam and Amol
— with him.

The colour canisters,
which were sprayed
inside and outside the
Parliament complex,
had been brought by
Amol from Kalyan,
Maharashtra.

Sagar and Manoran-
jan went inside, while
Neelam and Amol
stayed outside at the
gate where they, too,

opened the canisters,
which emitted yellow
and red smoke, the offi-
cer said.

Lalit later posted the
video of the incident on
his Instagram account
and also shared it with
Vishal Sharma alias
Vickey — also part of
the group — soon after
Neelam and Amol were
detained from outside
Parliament, the officer
added.

Lalit’s last location was
traced to Neemrana on
the Rajasthan-Haryana
Border.

Police had earlier said
that all five had gath-
ered on December 10
and stayed at Vishal
Sharma’s house in
Gurugram.

Neelam, Manoranjan,
Amol and Vishal are in
custody and have been
questioned by the Delhi
Police Special cell and
other security agencies.

I am responsible for MPs’ security, govt does not
interfere in this, says Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): A day after
the security breach in
Parliament, Speaker
Om Birla on Thursday
said the responsibility of
security of Parliament is
with the Parliament Sec-
retariat.

“The government does
not interfere in this
and we will not even
allow the government
to interfere,” Birla said
responding to demands
by the opposition that
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah make a state-

/|
ment on the matter.
On Thursday morning
when the Lok Sabha
proceedings resumed,

the opposition stormed
the Well of the House
demanding Shah to
make a statement.

The Speaker said the
authority and responsi-
bility of security is with
Parliament Secretariat
and specifically with Lok
Sabha secretariat. “As
Speaker | am respon-
sible for the security of
members,” Birla said in
an attempt to pacify the
protests.

Birla said he would
hold another round of
discussion with all par-
ties on the matter.

As the protests did
not die down, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh

spoke saying all should
condemn the inci-
dent. The Speaker had
already taken action
and issued directions,
Rajnath said, adding
that the need at the
moment is to ensure that
such incidents do not
happen in future. “We
all have to be careful in
signing forms to allow
visitors,” the Minister
said, reminding that in
the past there had been
incidents in Parliament.
With the protests con-
tinuing, the Lok Sabha
proceedings were
adjourned till 2 pm.

Delhi LG, CM flag off 500
electric buses

KOLKATA, Dec 14
(Agencies): Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor V
K Saxena and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal flagged off 500
electric buses here on
Thursday, taking the
number of such buses
in the national capital to
1,300.

The Delhi government
said the capital has the
highest number of elec-
tric buses plying on its
roads in the country.

“We have rolled out
500 (electric) buses
today. These are zero
emission buses. We
will continue to do such
things to make Delhi
better,” Saxena told
reporters.

Kejriwal in his turn
thanked Saxena and

promised to keep
improving the city trans-
port.

“l want to congratu-
late the people of Delhi
on this occasion. | also
want to thank the LG
for taking out time from
his busy schedule to
grace this occasion. We
now have 1300 electric

buses in Delhi. We will
continue to strength-
en Delhi’s transport
system,” he told report-
ers.

In a post on X, Trans-
port Minister Kailash
Gahlot said, “Congrats
Delhi!!l! We’re celebrat-
ing another huge mile-
stone today! Flagged
off 500 new E-buses
along with Hon’ble CM
@ArvindKejriwal and
Hon’ble @LtGovDelhi.
Success is never over-
night, it is a guaranteed
result of Consistency!
We are yet again lead-
ing the way with a record
1300 e-buses.”

Later, addressing a
press conference, the
minister said the addi-
tion of the buses is a
strong step in the fight
against pollution.

“In winters, pollution
levels go up. One CNG
bus emits 800 gram of
carbon dioxide per kilo-
metre. One electric bus
saves that much amount
of carbon dioxide going
into the atmosphere,” he
said.

Before the Thursday
addition, 800 electric
buses had been plying
on Delhi roads since
January 2022.

These buses have
covered a distance of
more than 42 million
kilometres and cut more
than 34,000 tonnes of
carbon dioxide so far,
the minister said.

By 2025, Delhi will
have a total of 10,480
buses with electric ones
making up 80 per cent of
the fleet. This will help
cut 4.67 lakh tonnes of
carbon dioxide annually,
according to the minis-
ter.

The new buses are
air-conditioned, com-
fortable, and equipped
with CCTV cameras and
panic buttons.

“If you do not feel com-
fortable while travelling,
you can press the panic
button and immediately
the live feed to the com-
mand and control centre
will start. The feed will
also be accessible to
Delhi Police that will be
able to step in,” he said.

FIR registered as private video of Mumbai

YouTuber goes viral on social media

The video was leaked by someone who illegally accessed the footage of the
CCTYV camera installed in the victim’s home

MUMBAI, Dec 14 (Agen-
cies): The Mumbai police have
registered a case after a You-
Tuber alleged that someone
illegally accessed the footage
of a CCTV camera installed
in his home and shared his
private video on social media
platforms, an official said on

Thursday.

The 21-year-old YouTuber,
who lives in Bandra, told the

the official said.

naked.

police that his friends alerted
him on December 9 about a
video on platforms like You-
Tube, Instagram and Telegram
showing him without clothes,

According to the first infor-
mation report registered by
the Bandra police last week,
the video shows the YouTuber
coming out of his bathroom

The complainant told the
police that the visual is of
November 17 and it was cap-
tured by a CCTV camera

installed in his home.

Someone illegally accessed
the footage and shared it on the
internet, he told the police.

A case has been registered
against unidentified persons
under Indian Penal Code sec-
tions, including 500 (defama-
tion), and the Information Tech-
nology Act, the official said,
adding that investigations are
underway.

Derek O’Brien suspended from Rajya
Sabha for remainder of Winter
Session for unruly behaviour

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): Trinamool
Congress MP Derek
O’Brien was on Thurs-
day suspended from
Rajya Sabha for the
remainder of the Ses-
sion for “unruly behav-

iour”.

As soon the Rajya
Sabha resumed its sit-
ting at noon on Thurs-
day, Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar noted that
O’Brien was sitting in
the House despite his

naming him in the morn-
ing.

Leader of the House
Piyush Goyal then
moved a motion under
Rule 256 proposing
O’Brien’s suspension
from the House for
unruly behaviour and
gesticulating aggres-
sively at the Chair from
the well of the House.

The motion was
passed by the House
by voice vote. As the
Opposition protested
against the Chairman’s
ruling, the House was
suspended by him till
2 pm.

4 killed as brick kiln

chimney collapses on
workers in West Bengal

3 others injured; cause of chimney collapse yet

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): At least four
workers were killed and
three injured after the
chimney of a brick kiln
collapsed on them in
West Bengal’s North 24
Parganas district, police
said today.

The incident happened
at Dhaltitah village in
Basirhat on Wednesday
evening while attempt-
ing to restart the brick
kiln which was closed
for a year, they said.

“Four people are con-
firmed dead and three
have been admitted to
hospital,” a Barishat
police officer said on
Thursday. “Two per-
sons died while under-
going treatment at a
nearby hospital, while
two bodies were found

to be ascertained

from under the debris.
All of them were workers
of the brick kiln,” a police
officer said.

“Two are under treat-
ment at Basirhat Hospi-
tal, while the third indi-
vidual, who is in critical
condition, has been
transferred to RG Kar
Hospital in Kolkata,” the
officer added.

Among those Killed,

two were from Faizabad

in UP -- Jethuram and
Rakesh Kumar. Another
deceased was identified
as Hafizul Mondal, a
local. The fourth person
was yet to be identified,
he said.

The cause of the chim-
ney collapse is yet to be
ascertained, he said,
adding that it will be
investigated.

BJP IT cell trying to divert attention from
Parliament security breach: Congress

Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said this after Malviya shared pictures in which a woman arrested in
connection with Wednesday's incident is seen purportedly campaigning for the Congress.

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): The Con-
gress on Thursday
accused the BJP's IT
department head Amit
Malviya of seeking to
divert attention from
the Parliament security
breach, and said the
intruders were given
access to the House by
a BJP MP.

Congress general sec-
retary Jairam Ramesh
said this after Malviya
shared pictures in
which a woman arrest-
ed in connection with
Wednesday'’s incident
is seen purportedly
campaigning for the
Congress.

In a post on ‘X,
Ramesh said, “BJP IT
Cell desperately wants
to divert attention from
2 facts: 1. There was
a very serious breach
in the security of Par-

liament. 2. The intrud-
ers who breached Lok
Sabha security in a
shocking manner had
been given access
to the Parliament by
Pratap Simha, BJP MP
from Mysuru.”

Sharing the pictures
on ‘X', Malviya earlier
said, “Regime change
is a phrase Congress
leaders often use.
Meet Neelam Azad,
the lady who breached

Parliament’s security
today. She is an active
Congress/I.N.D.l Alli-
ance supporter. She is
an Andolanjeevi, who
has been seen at sev-
eral protests,” he said.
“The question is who
sent them? Why did
they pick someone
from Mysore to obtain
Parliament pass from
a BJP MP. Remember
the Opposition will stop
at nothing, not even

defiling the Parliament,
highest institution of our
democracy,” the BJP
leader added.

In a separate post tag-
ging a video of the father
of Manoranjan, another
accused in the Parlia-
ment security breach
incident, Malviya said,
“Was Manoranjan active
with Congress and/or
SFl-sponsored move-
ments? Did he attend
Rahul Gandhi’'s Bharat
Jodo Yatra?” “The last
word on this is not out
yet’| But one thing is
clear: the Opposition
defiled Parliament on
13th Dec with a pur-
pose,” he said.

In a major security
breach on the anniver-
sary of the 2001 Par-
liament terror attack,
two persons -- Sagar
Sharma and Manoran-
jan D -- jumped into the

Lok Sabha chamber
from the public gal-
lery during Zero Hour,
released yellow gas
from canisters and
shouted slogans before
being overpowered by
the MPs.

Around the same
time, two other accused
-- Amol Shinde and
Neelam Devi -- also
sprayed coloured gas
from canisters while
shouting “tanashahi nahi
chalegi” outside Parlia-
ment premises.

Sagar, Manoranjan,
Amol and Neelam are
now in police custody.

Their accomplice
Vishal, in whose house
the accused stayed
before reaching Parlia-
ment, has been detained
from Gurugram while a
hunt is on for their other
accomplice Lalit.
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Pakistanis, Bangladeshi politicians are new targets of
deepfake, 90 per cent of videos online are pornographic

Women are top target of generative Al’s ‘chilling effect’

BANGKOK, Dec 14 (Agen-
cies): There was the Bollywood
star in skin-tight lycra, the Ban-
gladeshi politician filmed in a
bikini and the young Pakistani
woman snapped with a man.

None was real, but all three
images were credible enough
to unleash lust, vitriol - and
even allegedly a murder,
underlining the sophistication
of generative artificial intelli-
gence, and the threats it poses
to women.

The two videos and the photo
were deepfake, and went viral in
a vibrant social mediascape that
is struggling to come to grips
with the technology that has
the power to create convincing
copies that can upend real lives.

“We need to address this as
a community and with urgency
before more of us are affected
by such identity theft,” actor
Rashmika Mandanna said in a
post on X, that has garnered
more than 6.2 million views.

She is not the only Bollywood
star to be cloned and attacked
on social media, with top actors
including Katrina Kaif, Alia Bhatt
and Deepika Padukone also tar-
geted with deepfakes.

The lycra video, said Man-
danna, was “extremely scary not
only for me, but also for each
one of us who today is vulner-
able to so much harm because
of how technology is being mis-
used”. While digitally manipulat-
ed images and videos of women
were once easy to spot, usu-
ally lurking in the dark corners
of the internet, the explosion
in generative Al tools such as
Midjourney, Stable Diffusion and
DALL-E has made it easy and
cheap to create and circulate
convincing deepfakes.

More than 90% of deepfake
videos online are pornographic,
according to tech experts, and
most are of women.

While there are no separate
data for South Asian countries,
digital rights experts say the
issue is particularly challeng-
ing in conservative societies,
where women have long been
harassed online and abuse has
gone largely unpunished.

Social media firms are strug-

gling to keep up.

Google’s YouTube and Meta
Platforms - which owns Face-
book, Instagram and WhatsApp
- have updated their policies,
requiring creators and adver-
tisers to label all Al-generated
content.

But the onus is largely on vic-
tims - usually girls and women
- to take action, said Rumman
Chowdhury, an Al expert at Har-
vard University who previously
worked at reducing harms on
Twitter.

“Generative Al will regrettably
supercharge online harass-
ment and malicious content ...
and women are the canaries
in the coal mine. They are the
ones impacted first, the ones
on whom the technologies are
tested,” she said.

“It is an indication to the rest
of the world to pay attention,
because it's coming for every-
one,” Chowdhury told a recent
United Nations briefing.

Deepfakes and the law

As deepfakes have proliferat-
ed worldwide, there are growing
concerns - and rising instances
- of their use in harassment,
scams and sextortion.

Regulations have been slow
to follow.

The US Executive Order on
Al touches on dangers posed
by deepfakes, while the Euro-
pean Union’s proposed Al Act
will require greater transparency
and disclosure from providers.

Last month, 18 countries -
including the United States and
Britain - unveiled a non-binding

agreement on keeping the wider
public safe from Al misuse,
including deepfakes.

Among Asian nations, China
requires providers to use water-
marks and report illegal deep-
fakes, while South Korea has
made it illegal to distribute deep-
fakes that harm “public interest”,
with potential imprisonment or
fines.

India is taking a tough stance
as it drafts new rules.

IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
has said social media firms must
remove deepfakes within 36
hours of receiving a notification,
or risk losing their safe-harbour
status that protects them from
liability for third-party content.

But the focus should be on
“mitigating and preventing
incidents, rather than reactive
responses”, said Malavika Raj-
kumar at the advocacy group IT
for Change.

While the Indian government
has indicated it may force pro-
viders and platforms to disclose
the identity of deepfake creators,
“striking a balance between pri-
vacy protection and preventing
abuse is key,” Rajkumar added.

Women targeted

Deepfakes of women and
other vulnerable communities
such as LGBTQ+ people - espe-
cially sexual images and videos
- can be particularly dangerous
in deeply religious or conser-
vative societies, human rights
activists say.

In Bangladesh, deepfake
videos of female opposition
politicians - Rumin Farhana

in a bikini and Nipun Roy in a
swimming pool - have emerged
ahead of an election on Janu-
ary 7.

And last month, an 18-year-
old woman was allegedly shot
dead by her father and uncle
in a so-called honour kKilling in
Pakistan’s remote Kohistan
province, after a photograph of
her with a man went viral. Police
say the image was doctored.

Shahzadi Rai, a transgender
member of Pakistan’s Karachi
Municipal Council, who has
been the target of abusive troll-
ing with deepfake images, has
said they could exacerbate
online gender-based violence
and “seriously jeopardise” her
career.

Even if audiences are able
to distinguish between a real
image and a deepfake, the
woman'’s integrity is questioned,
and her credibility may be dam-
aged, said Nighat Dad, founder
of the non-profit Digital Rights
Foundation in Pakistan.

“The threat to women’s privacy
and safety is deeply concern-
ing,” she said, particularly as
disinformation campaigns gain
steam ahead of an election
scheduled for February 8.

“‘Deepfakes are creating an
increasingly unsafe online envi-
ronment for women, even non-
public figures, and may discour-
age women from participating
in politics and online spaces,”
she said.

In several countries including
India, entrenched gender biases
already affect the ability of girls
and young women to use the
internet, a recent report found.

Deepfakes of powerful Bolly-
wood stars only underline the
risk that Al poses to all women,
said Rajkumar.

“Deepfakes have affected
women and vulnerable com-
munities for a long time; they
have gained widespread atten-
tion only after popular actresses
were targeted,” she said.

The heightened focus now
should push “platforms, policy-
makers, and society at large to
create a safer and more inclu-
sive online environment,” she
added.
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SYDNEY, Dec 14
(Agencies): A woman
imprisoned for 20 years
over the deaths of her
four children, and par-
doned in June, saw her
convictions quashed by
New South Wales state
on Thursday, with her
lawyer saying she plans
to claim “substantial”
compensation.

Kathleen Folbigg was
convicted in 2003 of
murdering three of her
children, and of man-
slaughter in the death
of her fourth. Folbigg
maintained her inno-
cence and said the chil-
dren had died of natural
causes over a decade,
from 1989-1999.

In 2019, an initial inqui-
ry into the case reaf-
firmed Folbigg’s guilt.
But in 2022, a second

inquiry led by a former
chief justice found new
evidence suggested
two of the children had
a genetic mutation that
may have caused their
deaths.

Folbigg was released
from prison in June this
year after being par-
doned.

“I am grateful that
updated science and
genetics has given
me answers as to how
my children died,” an
emotional Folbigg told
reporters outside a
criminal appeals court
in Sydney.

“However, even in
1999, we had legal
answers to prove
my innocence. They
were ignored. And dis-
missed,” she said. “The
system preferred to

Australian woman in jail for
20 years for deaths of her 4
Kkids gets clean chit

blame me rather than
accept that sometimes,
children can and do die
suddenly, unexpectedly,
and heartbreakingly.”

Folbigg’s lawyer,
Rhanee Rego, said her
legal team was prepar-
ing a claim for “substan-
tial” compensation for
her wrongful imprison-
ment.

“I'm not prepared to
put a figure it, but it will
be bigger than any sub-
stantial payment that
has been made before,”
she said.

The case, which relied
predominantly on cir-
cumstantial evidence,
caused controversy
among scientists and
statisticians, some of
whom were part of the
campaign to secure Fol-
bigg’s release.

“Although there was
new scientific evidence
(in 2019) ... basic scien-
tific principles were not
adhered to from the time
of trial,” said Anna-Maria
Arabia, chief executive
of the Australian Acad-
emy of Science. “Make
no mistake ... without
law reform, these sorts
of miscarriages of jus-
tice will continue.

Number Of Journalists Killed In 2023

Declines Despite Gaza War
In the first 11 months of 2023, 45 journalists were killed carrying out their work, down

from 61 last year, according to the annual report by RSF.

PARIS, Dec 14 (Agencies):
The number of journalists killed
in the line of duty fell this year,
despite reporter deaths in Gaza
in the past two months, media
advocacy group Reporters
Without Borders said Thursday.

In the first 11 months of 2023,
45 journalists were killed carry-
ing out their work, down from
61 last year, according to the
annual report by RSF.

It was the smallest number
since 33 died in 2002, largely
due to a major drop in Latin
America.

While some 63 journalists
have been killed in the Middle
East since the October 7 start
of fighting between Israel and
Islamist group Hamas, only 17
of those deaths fell under RSF’s
definition.

“It takes nothing away from

the tragedy in Gaza but we are
observing a regular decline, and
are very far from the 140 jour-
nalists killed in 2012 and again
in 2013” because of the wars in
Syria and Iraq, RSF secretary
general Christophe Deloire told
agency.

The decline is due to efforts
by inter-governmental organ-
isations and NGOs to combat
impunity, as well as to greater
“prudence” by reporters them-
selves, he said.

Of the 17 journalists RSF
counted as killed carrying out
their profession in the Middle
East since October 7, 13 were
killed by Israeli fire in Gaza,
three died in Lebanon and one
was killed in Israel by Hamas.

RSF in November said it filed
a complaint at the International
Criminal Court for “war crimes”

for these deaths.

Agency last week said its
investigation showed that Israeli
tank fire was responsible for kill-
ing Reuters cameraman Issam
Abdallah on October 13 and
wounding six others, including
agency photographer Christina
Assi. A spokesperson for the
Israeli army said the journalists
were in an “active combat zone”
in southern Lebanon, an answer
that Deloire called “not satisfac-
tory.” The war in Ukraine cost
the life of two reporters in 2023,
including AFP reporter Arman
Soldin, “the only reporter to
have lost their life outside their
own country”, RSF said.

A total of 11 reporters have
been killed since the start of the
conflict in February 2022.

Fall in Latin America

There was a sharp drop in

Latin America where six report-
ers were killed, down from 26
in 2022. In Mexico alone, the
number fell to four from 11 the
previous year.

RSF warned that Mexico
remains dangerous for journal-
ists, citing continued kidnap-
pings and attacks.

Of the 84 journalists counted
as missing worldwide, about a
third are Mexican.

The number of jailed report-
ers declined to 521 from 569
in 2022, with Belarus joining
China and Myanmar as “one
of the three biggest prisons in
the world”. Turkey and Iran also
repeatedly jail journalists, the
report said.

A total of 54 journalists are
being held hostage, compared
to 65 in 2022.

Justin Trudeau says allegations
against India made public for
‘extra deterrence’

p

OTTAWA, Dec 14 (Agencies): Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has
said that his decision to make allega-
tions in public about a possible Indian
government link and the killing of a pro-
Khalistan separatist was intended to
“put a chill” on them from repeating a
similar action.

The ties between India and Canada
came under severe strain following
Trudeau’s allegations on September
18 of a “potential” involvement of Indian
agents in the killing of Khalistani sepa-
ratist Hardeep Singh Nijjar on June 18
in British Columbia. India had desig-
nated Nijjar as a terrorist in 2020.

India rejected Trudeau’s allegations
as “absurd” and “motivated”.

In a year-end interview with The Cana-
dian Press news agency, Trudeau said
he decided to make the announcement
on September 18 because he expected
that information would be eventually
leaked through the media.

The prime minister said the message
he delivered in the House of Commons
that day was intended as an “extra level
of deterrence” to keep Canadians safer.

Trudeau said his public statement
came after weeks of “quiet diplomacy”
that included raising the allegations with
India at the highest levels.

“We knew it would be difficult con-
versations, but we also knew that this
was an important moment for India to
be demonstrating its leadership on the
world stage with the G20,” Trudeau
said. “And we felt that we could use
that as a constructive opportunity to
work together.”

“Too many Canadians were worried
that they were vulnerable,” Trudeau
said.

“We felt that all the quiet diplomacy
and all the measures that we put in
-- and ensured that our security ser-
vices put in to keep people safe in the
community -- needed a further level of
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deterrence, perhaps of saying publicly
and loudly that we know, or we have
credible reasons to believe, that the
Indian government was behind this,”
he said. “And therefore put a chill on
them continuing or considering doing
anything like this.”

Trudeau also said Canada warned
India that what it knew would eventu-
ally come out and that while Ottawa had
managed to keep things “on a diplomat-
ic level” leading up to the G20 summit,
it could not control much beyond that.

In the interview, Trudeau said Canada
intends to reveal evidence very much in
the fashion the US did when “we reach
those points in the investigation.”

But he noted that US authorities start-
ed their investigation into attempted
murder earlier.

“Canada is investigating a murder
and there are different stakes involved
in that and our justice system has dif-
ferent processes,” he said. “But that is
unfolding.”

Last week, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar told the Rajya Sabha that
Canada has not shared any specific
evidence or inputs with India.

Days after Trudeau’s allegations in
September, India temporarily suspend-
ed the issuance of visas to Canadian
citizens and asked Ottawa to downsize
its diplomatic presence in the country to
ensure parity.

India resumed some visa services in
Canada last month, more than a month
after they were suspended.

As Gaza War Rages, US Shows Signs Of Strained Patience With Ally Israel

WASHINGTON, Dec 14 (Agencies): The
administration of President Joe Biden has
begun to publicly air its differences with
the Israeli government over the conduct of
the war in Gaza, expressing its exaspera-
tion even as it remains largely steady in
its support.

Biden referred this week to “indiscrimi-
nate bombing” in Gaza, underscoring his
frustration with conservative Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose gov-
ernment Biden agrees is starting to lose
global support.

The Democratic US administration is
even beginning to talk about a “timetable”
for how long Israel’s high-intensity military
operations can continue.

Warnings have multiplied in recent weeks,
with senior US officials such as Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris and Secretary of State

Antony Blinken speaking of the “far too
high” number of Palestinian civilians killed,
and the gap between commitments made
by Israel to respect civilian lives and the
reality on the ground.

Israel has pounded Gaza day after day
since the start of the conflict on October
7, interrupted only by a brief humanitarian
truce at the end of November.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin recently
warned Israel of what is at stake: “In this
kind of a fight, the center of gravity is the
civilian population. And if you drive them
into the arms of the enemy, you replace
a tactical victory with a strategic defeat.”

But Washington, Israel’s main diplomatic
and military ally, has been careful not to
openly criticize its ally, and has resisted
calls for a ceasefire, which it said would
benefit Hamas, despite international pres-

sure.

Indeed, the United States appears
increasingly isolated in its support, as evi-
denced by Tuesday'’s vote in the UN Gen-
eral Assembly calling for such a ceasefire,
passed by 153 member states, with only
the US and nine other states voting against
and 23 abstaining.

‘Timetables’

The trigger for the war was the bloody
October 7 assault by Hamas militants on
Israel.

Since then, the Biden administration has
pressed its ally to unblock humanitarian aid
for people in Gaza, work to free hostages
kidnapped by Hamas on the day of the
attack, and adopt a more targeted military
strategy.

In private, US diplomats have made no
secret of their dissatisfaction with Israel’s

conduct of the war.

As a sign of the US pressure on lIsrael,
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan will
visit Israel on Thursday and Friday, the
White House said.

“I will certainly be talking to the PM, the
war cabinet and senior Israeli officials
about timetables, about how they are think-
ing about that,” Sullivan told the Wall Street
Journal, suggesting a shift from the “high
intensity military operations of the kind we
have seen over the past weeks.”

For his part, Biden at the White House
received for the first time families of US
hostages held in Gaza by Hamas, a senior
official said.

What happens post-war?

If there is a shift in the US position toward
Israel, it may reflect the domestic political
situation as well.

“There is a lot of pressure on the Biden
administration among his own party and
constituency” on policy toward Israel, said
James Ryan, director of the Middle East
program at the Foreign Policy Research
Institute, a nonprofit think tank.

But any shift also signals “a tacit admis-
sion” of limited US ability to influence the
Israeli government, he added.

Differences also loom over views on what
happens after the war ends.

Washington insists on a two-state solu-
tion as the only way to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian question in the long term, which
Israel rejects.

As far as who would govern in post-con-
flict Gaza, the US and Israel are at odds
over the idea of handing reins to a revital-
ized Palestinian Authority.
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Top News Report

LEH, Dec 14: A ‘Clean
Indus, Green Indus’ ini-
tiative was undertaken
under the aegis of HQ
Leh Sub Area, co-opt-
ing local communities,
school children and
NCC cadets. A team of
250 soldiers and 100
community members
carried out the cleaning
of the Indus River bank
over a stretch of three
kilometres, extending
up to 50 meters from
the bank.

Discarded plastic,
polythene bags and
bottles were removed,

resulting in the collec-

tion of three truckloads
of garbage.

The campaign was
aimed to raise aware-
ness among the com-

munity, tourists and

school children about
the importance of keep-
ing our water bodies
clean, as they are our
lifeline.

Deputy General Offi-
cer Commanding, Leh
Sub Area flagged off
the cleaning teams after
an inaugural speech.
He emphasised the

importance of main-
taining clean environ-
ment and water bodies,
discouraging the habit
of littering. He stated
that cleanliness is the
foundation of a cultured
society and that we
must instil this habit in
ourselves and educate
others too.

The Indian Army’s ini-
tiative was well received
and appreciated by all
present, with the slogan
‘Jawan Aur Awam Hasil
Hai Mugam’ (Soldier
and citizen, together we
achieve success) reso-
nating throughout the
event.

Three-day Pro Kabaddi League 2023
begms at Bhadarwah

Top News Report

BHADARWAH, Dec 14: “Pro Kabaddi
League 2023” a tribute to the martyred
soldiers of Indian Army and J&K Police
who laid their lives for the nation was
paid today at New Bus Stand here on

Thursday.

In a press statement, the programme

was organised by Youth Action Com-
mittee (YAC) an NGO in collaboration
with local administration, Indian Army
and Jammu and Kashmir Police.

Chairman District Development
Council Doda Dhanantar Singh Kotwal
was the Chief Guest on the occasion
who inaugurated the programme.

He was accompanied by CO 4RR
Indian army based at Bhadarwah, ADC
Bhadarwah, DFO Bhadarwah, ASP
Bhadarwah, Tehsildar Bhadarwah,
BMO Bhadarwah, BDC Thakur Yud-
hvir Singh, YAC Chairman, DSP Bha-

darwah, President Sanathan Dharam

Sabha Bhadarwah and others.

In this league, 22 teams from
panchayats(Rural) and Municipality
Wards(Urban) are participating in it.

Pertinently, the teams who are par-

ticipating in this league have not been

charged any entry ticket fee.

GDC Darhal, Agriculture
Department organize
Orientation Programme

Top News Report

DARHAL, Dec 14:
The NSS unit of Govt.
Degree College Darhal
in collaboration with
Agriculture Produc-
tion & Welfare Depart-
ment organized a One
Day Orientation Pro-
gramme — YUVA VANI
to acquaint the students
about the huge potential
of agri- entrepreneur-
ship and the opportuni-
ties being provided by
the government through
flagship Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Pro-
gram (HADP).

The program was
conducted under the
patronage of Prof. Mus-
saraf. H. Shah, Principal
of Govt. Degree College
Darhal.

At the beginning of
the program, Rohit
Gandhotra, Nodal offi-
cer Yuna Vani explained
in detail schemes of
the Govt. of Jammu
& Kashmir which has
started two-month-long
orientation programme
in all the villages and
Panchayats under the
banner of YUVA VANI
for the youth.

During his address he
elaborated as to how
the said programme

is committed to reach
every corner of J&K,
starting at the block
level.

Unemployed youth
from 18-35 years
are being informed
about the different
schemes of agriculture
like KCC, Soil Health
Card, Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes and
the schemes that are
included in the Holistic
Agriculture Develop-
ment Program (HADP).

Bodh Raj (Visiting Offi-
cer), Assistant Director
Fisheries department
was present on the
event.

He also spoke on the
occasion and encour-
aged the audience to
avail the benefits of
these schemes and
become entrepreneurs.

He acquainted them
with the fact that these
schemes would be able
to not only create jobs
for themselves but also
for others which would
help to push the econo-
my and it would provide
a platform for others.

Sukhdev Raj and
Jatinder Singh (JAEO)
from Department of
Agriculture Darhal deliv-
ered the brief lecture on
different Central Spon-

sored Scheme and ask
to youth to adopt scien-
tific Agriculture Technol-
ogy.

Resource Persons in
the event were Shamim
Ahmed and Sukhjinder
Singh from Dept. of
Agriculture, AEA.

During the program,
various videos and PPTs
were played to make the
audience aware of the
success stories of these
schemes and about the
procedure of availing
their benefits.

Pamphlets were dis-
tributed among the
students and staff and
Students were shared
the QR Code to regis-
ter with HADP and give
their feedback about
these schemes.

The program was
conducted under the
supervision of Dr. Mohd
Akhlag Malik NSS Pro-
gram officer.

A large number of stu-
dents and staff mem-
bers participated in the
program.

Prominent among
others were Dr. Ghulam
Abas, Dr. Mohd Saleem
Wani, Dr. Taseem
Ahmed, Dr. Ahsan Ul-
Rehman Rizvi, Dr. Mohd
Riaz and Dr. Mehwish
Bukhari.

Prof. Shohab awards certificates to students
excelled in portralts exhlbltlons of Lata

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: Prof. Shohab
Inayat Malik, Principal, Institute
of Music and Fine Arts (IMFA),
University of Jammu marked
a significant milestone in rec-
ognizing academic brilliance
as it awarded certificates and
gifts to deserving students who
excelled in the portraits exhibi-
tions of Lata ji-the nightingale

of Bharat.

The ceremony, held in the front
of Principal office of IMFA, was

attended by faculty members,

HoD Fine Arts and the accom-
plished students themselves.

The atmosphere buzzed
with excitement and sense of

accomplishment as names
were called by Vaneeka Gupta

and students walked across
the stage to receive their cer-
tificates.

HoD Fine Arts, IMFA Univer-
sity of Jammu expressed his
enthusiasm for the students
achievements saying “Today
is a celebration of dedication,
hard work and pursuit of excel-
lence these students have not
only demonstrated exceptional
academic prowess but have
also shown a commitment to
the values of IMFA which is

nurturing by Prof. Umesh Rai,

Vice Chancellor, University of
Jammu.”

Shamsher, Chander Mohan, Bali condemn misleading

statement by Estate Department, seek apology

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14:
Senior leaders of
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), includ-
ing former Member of
Parliament Shamsher
Singh Manhas, former
Mayor of Jammu Chan-
dra Mohan Gupta, and
former Minister Bali
Bhagat, have strongly
criticized a misleading
statement issued by
a senior official of the
Estate Department.

The statement in
question erroneously

used the term ‘Eviction’
instead of ‘Voluntary
Vacated'’ in local news-
papers of Jammu.

In a joint statement
released today, these
senior BJP leaders
expressed their deep
disappointment with the
Estate Department for
tarnishing their reputa-
tion in the public domain
by disseminating false
information.

They are demanding
an immediate apology
from the Estate Depart-
ment for this unwarrant-
ed act.

According to the state-
ment, Bali Bhagat volun-
tarily vacated the estate
bungalow and handed
over the keys to the
Estate Department on
31st March 2023.

Shamsher Singh
Manhas vacated the
estate property on 30th
September 2023, and
former Mayor Chandra
Mohan Gupta has left
the estate quarter on
12th November 2023.

The senior BJP lead-
ers clarified, “We all
voluntarily vacated the
government accommo-

dation, and there was no
pressure exerted upon
us by the Estate Depart-
ment.

We diligently paid
monthly rent, adhering
to all relevant rules and
regulations.

We were not unauthor-
ized occupants, and our
tenure in government
accommodation signifi-
cantly contributed to the
government exchequer.”

The leaders further
questioned the validity
of the term “eviction”
and pointed out that if
eviction were indeed

warranted, why were
only four leaders tar-
geted while others were
not? This proves that
the Estate Department
has filed a false report.

They called upon the
Estate Department to
acknowledge the vol-
untary nature of their
departure and express
gratitude for their com-
pliance with regulations.
They strongly asked
the Estate Department
to issue a public apol-
ogy for the misleading
statement made in the
media.
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" Amit Shah to move Govt
of UTs (Amendment) Bill,
2023, 1aK reorganization

“Also, measures undertaken to secure the
representation of OBCs in employment and
for their welfare in Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) and Rashtriya Ispat Nigam
Limited (RINL)’ pertaining to the Ministry of
Steel,” the agenda read.

Meanwhile, Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi
has moved the adjournment motion in Lok
Sabha to discuss Wednesday'’s security
breach in Parliament.

Gogoi said that the unprecedented inci-
dent raises serious concerns about the
safety measures in place for the new Par-
liament building.

“Such a lapse of security is unacceptable
for a key institution of Indian Democracy.
| demand that the Union Home Minister
addresses the issue promptly, and the
house takes a comprehensive overview
of the situation for the national interest,”
adjournment notice submitted in Lok
Sabha read.

On the 22nd anniversary of the Parlia-
ment terror attack, a major security breach
occurred when two intruders entered the
Lok Sabha chamber from the visitor gal-
lery during Zero Hour. In a security breach
in Lok Sabha, two men jumped into the
House from the visitors’ gallery, holding
canisters in their hands. They released
yellow gas from canisters and shouted slo-
gans before being overpowered by MPs.

Congress MP Manish Tewari gave an
Adjournment Motion notice in Lok Sabha
to discuss the situation of Navy personnel
in Qatar and the steps taken to bring them
back to India.

Eight Indian nationals have been impris-
oned in Qatar since October 2022 and
were accused of allegedly spying on a
submarine programme. The retired naval
personnel were sentenced to death by a
Qatar court on charges that have not yet
been made public officially.

The Winter session began on December
4 and will culminate on December 22.

J&K Admin’s directive to
Officers: Send monthly
reports on public issues,
solutions to CS Office

issues flagged during these tours and
public hearings with their possible solu-
tions, be submitted directly to the Chief
Secretary and those by the heads of
departments to their respective depart-
ments.

JKSTIC allocates Rs
Two Crore for SKUAST
research advancements,
aimed to support 72 proj-
ects

Government of India, at Lal Mandi, Sri-
nagar.

Two Industrial Biotechnology Parks, Dr
Shah said, are being set up, one in Ghatti
Kauthwa, Jammu, and the other in Hand-
wara, Kashmir. These parks are scheduled
to commence operations in July 2024, with
respective project costs of 20 crores and
85 crores.

Elght security personnel
suspended for Parlia-

ment security breach:
sources

persons — Sagar Sharma and Manoran-
jan D — jumped into the Lok Sabha cham-
ber from the public gallery during Zero
Hour, released yellow smoke from can-
isters and shouted slogans before being
overpowered by the MPs.

14 Opposition MPs sus-

pended from Lok Sabha

for disrupting proceed-
ings

Modi over the security breach in Lok
Sabha, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi moved two resolutions on
separate occasions for the suspension of
the MPs.

Before their suspension, the MPs moved
into the Well of the House raising slogans
with demand of a statement from the
government on the Wednesday security
breach.

The House witnessed the first adjourn-
ment during the question hour when it
was adjourned till 2 pm amid opposition’s
uproar.

At 2 pm, Joshi read a statement on behalf
of the government and said the internal
security in Parliament comes under the
purview of the Speaker.

He then moved a resolution amid the din
to suspend five MPs.

“I move the following that this House
having taken misconduct of T N Prathapan,
Hibi Eden, Jothimani, Ramya Haridas and
Dean Kuriakose in utter disregard to the
House and the authority of this Chair and
having been named by the chair ... to be

suspended from the service of the House
for reminder session,” the resolution read.

The House was then adjourned till 3 pm.

As soon as the House met at 3 pm, Joshi
moved a second resolution to suspend
VK Sreekandan (Cong), Benny Behanan
(Cong), Mohammad Jawed (Cong), PR
Natarajan (CPI-M), Kanimozhi (DMK), K
Subbarayan (CPI), SR Parthiban (DMK),
S Venkatesan (CPI-M), and Manickam
Tagore (Cong).

An MP claimed later that Prathiban was
named among the suspended MPs even
as he is not present in Delhi and is in Chen-
nai.

The House was adjourned to meet again
on Friday. Some of the suspended mem-
bers continued to protest in the House
even after the adjournment. A few of them
came out after some time.

Opposition members in the Lok Sabha
on Thursday held vociferous protests
demanding a statement from the govern-
ment on the Parliament security breach
even as Speaker Om Birla asserted that
security of the Parliament complex is the
responsibility of the Lok Sabha Secretariat.

The Winter Session of Parliament, which
started on December 4, will conclude on
December 22.

weapons,” Yadav posted on X.
An FIR has been registered and further
investigation was underway.

Cases involving JKLF
Chief Yasin Malik: 3 wit-
nesses fail to appear
hefore TADA courtin

Two witnesses — numbers 24 and 25
— were examined in November. They sup-
ported the prosecution’s case and identi-
fied accused Ali Mohammad Mir, Bhat said.

Mir, who is the prime accused in the
abduction case after Malik, had taken
Rubaiya Sayeed in his vehicle to Sopore
from Srinagar and kept her in a guest-
house.

Malik, who is lodged in Delhi’s Tihar Jail
where he is serving a term in connection
with a terror-financing case, was not pro-
duced in the court physically due to an
order issued by the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs restricting his movement.

Pahloo is lodged in the Central Jail in
Srinagar following his arrest for reviving the
terrorist apparatus in the Kashmir valley,
Bhat said.

Pahloo alias “Nanaji” was among the 10
terrorists arrested in July from a hotel in a
case related to a conspiracy to revive the
banned JKLF and separatist amalgam Hur-
riyat Conference in the valley.

The special Terrorist and Disruptive Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act court has already
framed charges separately against Malik
and several others in both cases.

The charges against Malik, Pahloo and
eight others in the 1989 abduction case of
Rubaiya Sayeed were framed by the court
on January 11, 2021.

Kashmir shivers at
minus 9.8°C, water
supply pipes jammed
as cold wave grips

jammed. The meteorological office said
the weather would remain mainly dry till
December 15 but predicted mild precipi-
tation over the weekend.
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The bull on the run—3ensex, Nifty hit record highs

Apart from US Fed Reserve outcome, there seem to be some India-centric reasons as well

NEW DELHI, Dec 14 (Agen-
cies): Sensex jumped 796.64
points to hit an all-time high
of 70,381.24 and Nifty 222.1
points to arrive at its record
peak of 21,148.45 on Thursday
after the US Federal Reserve
left interest rates unchanged
and signalled the possibility of
three rate cuts in 2024, accord-
ing to agency reports.

US Fed effect

Well, not just the Indian bench-
mark equity indices, markets
across the world rallied as the
Fed indicated that the tighten-
ing of US monetary policy was
coming to an end and there
could also be a possibility of
“lower borrowing costs in 2024”.

No change in the key inter-
est rate for the third straight
time indicated that the US Fed
Reserve was “likely done raising
rates after having imposed the
fastest string of increases in four
decades to fight painfully high
inflation,” as per agency reports.

The Federal Reserve System
is the central bank of the United
States.

It performs five general func-
tions to promote the effective
operation of the US economy
and, more generally, the public
interest. According to its web-
site, its role includes conduct-

ing the nation’s monetary policy
to promote maximum employ-
ment, stable prices, and moder-
ate long-term interest rates in
the economy and promoting the
stability of the financial system.
Basically the bottom line is that
any change in interest rates by
the Fed impacts global markets,
including in India.
Buoyancy in Indian markets
Asharp rise in November retail
inflation may have acted as a
dampener on some days but
the Indian benchmark indices
hit multiple highs this December,
jumping over many milestones
ahead of the US Fed meeting.
Experts say “better-than-
expected” job data in the US
helped ease pressure on the
Fed trying to keep inflation

under control.
India-centric reasons
While the Fed buzz was said to
be one of the main reasons for
the bull run, experts also sense
some specific India-centric rea-
sons for the general buoyancy
in the stock markets and one
of them may be the indication
of “continued political stability”
after the big BJP victory in three
key states—Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh and Madhya Pradesh.
Another reason could be the
current state of the Indian rupee.
According to reports, the rupee
today rebounded by 13 paise to
83.27 against the US dollar in
early trade after the greenback
weakened in the overseas mar-
kets following the Fed outcome.
Notably, the rupee had closed

at its all-time low level of 83.40
on Wednesday after retail infla-
tion rose to a three-month high
of 5.55% in November, as per
reports.

In other words, the rupee
reached a new low against
the dollar as stock markets hit
new all-time highs. Experts say
as the rupee went weak, Flls
pumped money in Indian mar-
kets. Basically the weakness in
rupee allowed them to buy more
shares in dollars.

Another reason is also said
to be the increased attempts
by India to use rupee in global
trade—a mark of its geo-political
heft.

Earlier this August, India made
its first crude oil payment in
rupees.

India and the United Arab
Emirates started settling bilater-
al trade in local currencies with
Indian Oil Corp making payment
to Abu Dhabi National Oil Com-
pany, according to a statement
issued by the Indian embassy
in the UAE. The transaction fol-
lowed one involving the sale
of 25kg gold from a UAE gold
exporter to a buyer in India at
about Rs 128.4 million. Accord-
ing to reports, India is trying to
crack similar deals with other
countries.

People’s car Maruti 800
was launched this day

40 years ago

g

NEW DELHI, Dec
14 (Agencies): Senior
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Thursday
recalled the launch of
“people’s car” Maruti
800 40 years ago, and
said Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi played a
quiet but hugely effec-
tive role in the back-
ground.

Former environment
minister Ramesh said
that while celebrating
Maruti-Suzuki and its
multiple impacts, let us
also pause and worry
a bit from the inequal-
ity and climate change
point of view that more
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than 50 per cent of car
sales are now of SUVs.

Ina poston X, Ramesh
said, “Today 40 years
ago, the consumer revo-
lution overtook India and
its engineering industry
got transformed. The
Maruti 800, the peo-
ple’s car was launched
and the nation recalls
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi, who played a
quiet but hugely effec-
tive role in the back-
ground.”

It is also important
to recall O Suzuki and
V Krishnamurthy who
made the landmark
Suzuki-Maruti joint ven-

ture possible, he noted.

Krishnamurthy had
earlier built BHEL and
was to later turn around
SAIL, Ramesh pointed
out.

“One of the greatest
public sector managers
India has produced. He
(Krishnamurthy) offered
me a job on three differ-
ent occasions but my
sights, rightly or wrongly,
were elsewhere. He was
a most compelling per-
sonality,” Ramesh said.

“Forty years later,
while we celebrate
Maruti-Suzuki (that is
now only Suzuki) and
its multiple impacts, let
us also pause and worry
a bit from the inequal-
ity and climate change
point of view that more
than 50 per cent of car
sales are now of SUVs,”
he said.

December 14, 1983
marked the birth of the
iconic Maruti 800 that
has remained one of the
most successful cars
India has ever seen.

Adani Group to invest Rs. 8,700 crore
in Bihar, to create 10K jobs in state

NEW DELHI, Dec
14 (Agencies): Adani
Group on Thursday
announced to invest
Rs. 8,700 crore in Bihar
across various sectors,
including logistics and
agro-industry. Pranav
Adani, the Director
of Adani Enterprises,
while speaking at
Bihar Global Investors’
Summit said that the
investment intended to
invest in three additional
sectors, creating direct
or indirect employment
for approximately ten
thousand people.

The Gautam Adani-led
Adani Group is already
present in Bihar, and it
has invested Rs. 850
crore in the state.

“I am very happy to
share that Adani Group
is with the Bihar devel-
opment vision of the
chief minister of Bihar,
Nitish Kumar. We are
currently present in
logistics, gas distribu-
tion, and agro-logistics,
with an investment of
Rs. 850 crore, gener-

ating direct or indirect
employment for three
thousand individuals.
Now, we aim to increase
our investment tenfold,”
said Pranav Adani.

In the warehouse or
godown sector, the com-
pany plans to invest Rs.
1200 crore, generating
employment for 2000
people. Additionally, in
six locations—Purnia,
Begusarai, Darbhanga,
Samastipur, Kishan-
ganj, and Araria—the
silo storage capacity
will increase from 1.5
lakh metric tonnes to
2.75 lakh metric tonnes.
Adani Agro Private Lim-
ited has already com-
menced work on this
project with an invest-
ment of Rs. 900 crore.

The company will
allocate Rs. 200 crore
to enhance its city gas
distribution network in
Gaya and Nalanda.
Pranav Adani stated,
“We are also planning
to start producing com-
pressed biogas and EV

chargers. This initia-
tive will create jobs for
almost 1500 people in
the state.”

Adani Group is also
contemplating bringing
Adani Wilmar to Bihar.
In another venture, the
company plans to enter
the cement manufactur-
ing sector, establishing
manufacturing units in
Warsaliganj and Maha-
wal with a cost of Rs.
2500 crore. The goal is
to produce ten million
metric tonnes annu-
ally from these plants,
employing around 3000
people directly or indi-
rectly.

The company is also
eyeing the smart meter
manufacturing sector,
intending to invest Rs.
3100 crore in cities like
Shivan, Saran, Gopal-
ganj, and Vaishali to
install smart meters.
Adani Group announced
plans to install 28,000
smart meters, creating
2000 job opportunities
in the state.

Bad news for Tesla as India says ‘no proposal’
to cut EV import tax

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): The govern-
ment has said there are
no intentions to offer
subsidies for the import
of electric vehicles into
the country. This devel-
opment appears to be
a major setback for the
US electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturing giant
Tesla’s ambitions to
enter the India market.

In a written reply to
a question raised in
Parliament, Minister of
State for Commerce
and Industry Som Par-
kash clarified that there
is no proposal to either
provide an exemption
from local value addition
cost or to provide a sub-
sidy on the import duty
on electric vehicles.

“Presently, there is
no proposal either to
provide an exemption
from local value addi-
tion cost or to provide
a subsidy on the import
duty on electric vehicles
in India,” Parkash’s writ-
ten reply stated.

In his reply, Parkash
highlighted some of the
existing policy initiatives
and measures to create
a strong ecosystem to
promote industrialisa-
tion and domestic value
addition, and make India
globally competitive.

“Government has also
taken various steps to
boost domestic and
foreign investments in
India to enhance local
value addition under
the Make in India initia-
tive. These include the
introduction of Goods
and Services Tax, reduc-
tion in corporate tax,
improving ease of doing
business, FDI policy
reforms, measures for

reduction in compliance
burden, measures to
boost domestic manu-
facturing through public
procurement orders,
Phased Manufacturing
Programme (PMP) and
QCOs (Quality Control
Orders), to name a few,”
he said.

Apart from the above,
Parkash said the gov-
ernment had also
launched the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme for the auto-
mobile and auto com-
ponent industry with a
budgetary outlay of Rs.
25,938 crore to provide
financial incentives to
boost domestic manu-
facturing of advance

automotive technologies
(AAT) products (includ-
ing electric vehicles and
their components).

However, he made it
clear that there is cur-
rently no proposal to
provide a subsidy on
EV import duties, a long-
standing demand from
Tesla, which has been
longing to enter the
Indian market for years.

The minister’s
response comes as a
big blow to Tesla’s aspi-
rations to sell its EVs in
India, potentially lead-
ing to an impasse. It's
worth noting that Tesla
representatives have
engaged in discus-
sions with government
officials over the past
few months, it seems
no mutually agree-
able terms have been
reached so far.

While the government
has been pushing for
Tesla to manufacture
cars locally, the auto-
maker is insisting on
lower import taxes ini-

tially to make its glob-
ally produced vehicles
competitive in the Indian
market.

Even during Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s US visit in June,
Tesla CEO Elon Musk
had expressed the
company’s willingness
to make a “significant
investment” in India. In
return, Tesla has been
negotiating for reduced
import taxes at the
outset.

However, the govern-
ment’s stance on import
duties could result in
further delays for Tes-
la’s entry into the Indian
market.

This development
comes shortly after the
government and Tesla
were on the verge of
reaching an agreement
that would enable the
US automaker to com-
mence car sales in
India from next year and
establish a factory within
two years.

Meftal: Alert does not compromise the safety,

says Blue Cross Laboratories

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencies): Blue Cross
Laboratories, the phar-
maceutical company
behind the Meftal and
Meftal Spas brands,
has issued a clarifica-
tion regarding the recent
safety alert by the Indian
Pharmacopeia Com-
mission (IPC) concern-
ing mefenamic acid, a
key component in both
medications.

According to the com-
pany, Meftal and Meftal-
Spas are trusted brands
recommended by doc-
tors in India for address-
ing pain, fever and
spasms. Both products
contain mefenamic acid
as an active ingredient.

In response to the
IPC alert, Blue Cross
Laboratories empha-
sised that the commis-
sion’s advisory aimed to
encourage doctors and
patients to monitor the
potential occurrence of
an adverse drug reac-
tion (ADR) related to
mefenamic acid.

However, the company
stressed that this alert
does not compromise
the safety, effective-
ness, or high quality of

the established brands,
which are backed by
clinical studies and real-
world evidence.

“We wish to issue a
clarification regarding
the recent media cover-
age of the alert issued
by the Indian Pharmaco-
peia Commission (IPC)
on mefenamic acid. The
alert issued by IPC was
to advise Doctors and
patients to monitor the
possibility of an adverse
drug reaction (ADR) of
mefenamic acid, which
does not in any way
impact the safety, effica-
cy and high quality of the
brands that are estab-
lished and supported
by clinical studies and
real-world evidence,”
reads the company’s
statement.

The company pointed
out that mefenamic
acid, under the names
Meftal and Meftal-Spas,
has been prescribed in
countries such as the
USA, UK, Japan, and
others for over four
decades. With billions of
doses administered, the
medication has benefit-
ted millions of patients
worldwide.
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Regarding the spe-
cific adverse effect
mentioned by the IPC
- DRESS syndrome
- the company high-
lighted that this is an
extremely rare disease.
Blue Cross Laboratories
noted that DRESS syn-
drome, also known as
ADR, is associated with
various drugs, including

widely used ones like
paracetamol and ibu-
profen.

“The ADR i.e. DRESS
syndrome, mentioned in
the IPC alert, is a very
rare event that is previ-
ously documented in the
medical literature, both
in India and globally. It
is a known ADR of many
drugs and published

reports are available for
paracetamol and ibupro-
fen. When prescribing
any medicine, doctors
take patient history and
other individual factors
into account to reduce
the risk of any ADR,” the
statement reads.

Blue Cross Laborato-
ries also highlighted its
strong internal pharma-
covigilance system and
expressed support for
the efforts of the Phar-
macovigilance Pro-
gramme of India (PVPI),
operating under the IPC
and the Health Ministry.

“The Pharmacovigi-
lance Programme of
India (PVPI) operates
under the purview of
IPC and the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare to collect data
on adverse events of
all drugs. It works in the
interest of patients to
ensure the safety and
efficacy of all drugs for
all disease conditions.
Blue Cross Laboratories
as a responsible com-
pany has a strong phar-
macovigilance system
internally and supports
the efforts of PvPI,”
reads the statement.

Gaming addiction causes
behavioural changes: Experts

LUCKNOW, Dec 14
(Agencies): Gaming
addiction is leading to
behavioural changes in
children and also adults,
according to experts.

If your child is getting
angry over petty issues,
losing interest in daily
activities or eating and
sleeping too less, it is
time to consult a medi-
cal expert.

At a special session
organised by Lucknow
University’s social work
department in associa-
tion with Head Digital
Works (HDW), experts
threw light on respon-
sible online gaming and
tips for de-addiction
from online gaming.

Clinical psychologist
Dr P.K. Khatri said: “If
anyone around you
shows such symptoms
then do not hesitate to
get help from a counsel-
lor.”

He said that the big-
gestissue is that people
do not accept that they
have developed a
gaming addiction. And,
even if they do, they do
not look for its cure.

“Also, people are
unaware about the dif-
ference between a psy-

chologist and a psychia-
trist. If one is addicted to
gaming, then the person
should first consult a
psychologist, A few
counselling sessions
by a psychologist may
help handle the issue,
if not, then approach a
psychiatrist,” he added.

Students -- if they are
fond of gaming -- should
do it responsibly.

“Responsible gaming
ensures playing online
games that have a
Random Number Gen-
erator (RNG) certifi-
cate. Those who have
these certificates ensure
that outcomes of such
games are truly random
and not biased towards
any particular player or
group of players,” said
head HDW Rohit Chau-
han.

He said that this
means that every player
has an equal chance of
winning or losing, and
the outcome of each
game is not predeter-
mined or influenced by
any external factors.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
West, Lucknow and
Cyber expert Chiran-

jeevi Nath Sinha said:
“All presenters should
cover cameras of their
mobile or laptop while
playing games online
since everything is being
recorded today and we
could be a victim of
online fraud or scams.”

He also talked about
the deep fake technol-
ogy majorly used in por-
nography and breach-
ing a person’s right to
privacy.

Senior vice president
of HDW, Siddharth
Sharma, said: “Online
gaming is like sweets
that taste great but
having it every day will
make you unhealthy.
Online gaming should
not change your way of
life, it is only a part of
life.”

State Education Min-
ister Sandeep Singh
said: “Youth should
channelise their energy
towards the betterment
of the country rather
than wasting time on
online games. Game
addiction has made our
youth physically inac-
tive, socially absent and
poor at communication
skills.”
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SAvs IND, 3rd T20I: India look to hounce hack in
Johanneshurg as 8-year streak on the line

With the aim to maintain their unbeaten run against South Africa in T201s, India will enter the Wanderers

stadium looking to level the series and snap their losing streak in the rainbow nation.

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 14
(Agencies): The Indian team will
be aiming to avoid a rare T20I
series defeat to South Africa
when they take on the Proteas
when both teams square off in
the iconic Wanderers stadium
in Johannesburg on December
14.

India were handed a five-wick-
et loss by South Africa in the
rain-affected match on Decem-
ber 12 in Ggeberha, despite a
fantastic batting performance
captain Suryakumar Yadav and
Rinku Singh, who scored 68
off just 39 balls and remained
unbeaten on the day.

The conditions did have a
major role in the loss as the
Indian bowlers found it hard
to grip the ball in Ggeberha
as Reeza Hendricks made the
most of the opportunity during
the powerplay overs and put the
Indian bowlers to the sword.

With rain expected to stay
away in Johannesburg, India will
look to ensure they don'’t suffer a
series defeat to the Proteas for
the first time since 2015. India’s
last series loss to South Africa in
the shortest format of the game
came in 2015 at home as they
lost 2-0 with the final match of
the series being abandoned.

Since then, India has won

two out of the four T20I series
played between both sides with
the other two being drawn ones.
The defeat in Ggeberha was
also India’s sixth straight loss in
all formats of the game in South
Africa and it will be one streak
they would be keen to end.

With the stakes raised,
Suryakumar and his team will
be hoping for a better perfor-
mance on the day in Johan-
nesburg, a ground where India
has won three out of their five
T20I matches so far. This also
includes India’s famous 2007
T20 World Cup final win over
Pakistan.

Bowling will be one of the
areas where India will look for
instant improvement, with the
likes of Arshdeep Singh and

Mohammed Siraj leaking runs
in the second game.

SAvs IND, 3rd T20I Predicted
XI

This brings us to the lineups
for the third match between both
sides and the main focus will be
on the Indian team. The open-
ers, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shub-
man Gill, achieved an unwanted
record as they were both dis-
missed for ducks. However,
with Ruturaj Gaikwad’s recov-
ery from illness still a doubt we
could see both men continue at
the top.

Tilak Varma impressed with
his cameo on the day and can
be expected to retain his place.
The next three in the lineup is
expected to remain the same
with Suryakumar at four, fol-

lowed by Rinku and Jitesh
Sharma.

With no other pacers to call
up on, with Deepak Chahar still
away due to a family emergen-
¢y, India will be banking on Siraj,
Mukesh Kumar and Arshdeep
to step up with a better perfor-
mance on Thursday. Ravi Bish-
noi could be forced to warm the
bench once again as India could
persist with Kuldeep Yadav and
Ravindra Jadeja for this one.

For South Africa, they are
forced into a few changes with
Gerald Coetzee and marco
Jansen unavailable for the
match. This could provide them
a chance to bring Keshav Maha-
raj into the side and provide a
chance for Nandre Burger or
Ottniel Baartman.

India: Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shub-
man Gill, Tilak Varma, Suryaku-
mar Yadav (c), Rinku Singh,
Jitesh Sharma (wk), Ravindra
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav, Arsh-
deep Singh, Mukesh Kumar,
Mohammed Siraj.

South Africa: Matthew Breetz-
ke, Reeza Hendricks, Aiden
Markram (c), Heinrich Klaas-
en (wk), David Miller, Tristan
Stubbs, Keshav Maharaj, Andile
Phehlukwayo, Nandre Burger/
Ottniel Baartman, Lizaad Wil-
liams, Tabraiz Shamsi.

ICC tells Aussie cricketer Usman
Khawaja not to wear shoes with
Israel war message during Pakistan
Test; then he does something else

&¥

PERTH, Dec 14 (Agencie): Australia
batter Usman Khawaja wasn’t allowed
to wear shoes branded with a “all lives
are equal” humanitarian message, so
he wore a black arm band instead on
Thursday on day 1 of the series-open-
ing cricket Test against Pakistan.

The International Cricket Council
intervened on Wednesday after Kha-
waja indicated he planned to wear
shoes during the match that featured
messages to highlight the loss of inno-
cent lives in the Israel-Hamas war.

The ICC’s policies for international
cricket prohibit displays of political or
religious statements on team uniforms
or equipment.

Khawaja said he’d abide by the ruling
to avoid individual or team sanctions,
but would challenge the ICC’s stance.

“Freedom is a human right, and all
rights are equal,” Khawaja said in a
social media post. “I will never stop
believing that.”

Australia batted first in the five-day
game, and Khawaja and fellow Austra-
lian opener David Warner strode to the
pitch along with the Pakistan fielders.

Khawaja, who was born in Pakistan
and is the first Muslim to play Test crick-
et for Australia, wore the black armband
to show solidary with people suffering
in Gaza.

In pre-game TV interviews, he said
there’d been precedents where other
cricketers had been allowed to show
support for other causes.

“l find it a little bit disappointing they
came down hard on me and they don't
always come down hard on everyone,”
he said.

The 36-year-old Khawaja had some
high-level support, including from Aus-
tralia captain Pat Cummins and even
up to the nation’s federal treasurer, Jim
Chalmers.

“What was on the shoes — all lives
are equal — | support that,” Cummins
said. “That’s not very divisive. | don'’t
think anyone can really have too many
complaints about that.”

Chalmers told the Australian Broad-
casting Corp radio that the ICC should
allow Khawaja to wear the shoes.

“I don’t think it's an especially contro-
versial statement and | find it unusual
frankly that people want to dispute that,”
he said.

“The lives on one side of a conflict are
not worth anymore or any less than the
lives on the other side of a conflict.”

Australia vs Pakistan, 1st Test: David
Warner silences critics with hundred

Didn’t know how to come back after loss but

in farewell series opener in Perth

PERTH, Dec 14 (Agencie): Star
opener David Warner shut out the
noise and let his bat do the talking
as he began his farewell Test series
with a hundred on Day 1 of the first
Test between Australia and Pakistan
in Perth on Thursday, December 14.
Warner brought up his first Test cen-
tury of the calendar year and his 26th
overall as he went level with legendary
Sir Gary Sobers on the all-time list of
Test centurions.

David Warner was under considerable
pressure amid his dipping Test form.
The superstar opener was backed by
the team management and the selec-
tion committee, led by George Bailey,
to be in the XI for the first Test of their
home summer.

However, Warner came out all guns
blazing and looked like a man, who
was determined to prove his naysayers
wrong. After Pat Cummins won the toss
and opted to bat on a good Perth pitch,
Warner was free-flowing and aggres-
sive. His fired-up body language was
evident from the way he kept calling
while running between the wickets with
his opening partner Usman Khawaja.

Warner punished anything loose and
there were plenty of them from the inex-
perienced Pakistan pace bowling attack
in the first session. Shaheen Shah Afridi
leaked 12 runs in the first over of the
match, helping Australia set the pace
early. Khurram Shahzad was impres-
sive on his debut and young Aamer
Jamal tried too many things in his first
spell in Test cricket. Pakistan lacked

pace as their fourth seamer and part-
timer Faheem Ashraf conceded aplenty.

David Warner and Usman Khawaja
took the Australian total past 100 in
the first session, with the former doing
the bulk of the work. The two open-
ers added 126 runs for the first wicket
before Shaheen forced an outside edge
off Khawaja.

Warner was more vigilant in the
second session, but he cashed in on
the ordinary bowling on Thursday morn-
ing. Warner also hit Shaheen Afridi for a
six by going low and scooping one over
the fine-leg fielder in a T20 cricket-like
shot, leaving the crowd and commenta-
tors in awe.

Warner hit 14 boundaries and a six
as he got to his first Test hundred in
over a year. Warner has been facing
the flak for his dipping numbers in Test
cricket. In the last four years, Warner
has scored only three Test hundreds,
including the one in the ongoing Perth
Test.

Ahead of the Test series, former pacer
Mitchell Johnson launched an explosive
attack on Warner, questioning why the
veteran opener was getting a farewell
Test series despite his poor numbers in
the recent past. Johnson also brought
up the ball-tampering saga, question-
ing whether Warner deserved to pick
his exit date.

Warner is all set to retire from Test
cricket at the end of the series at his
home ground, Sydney, and it seems the
man with the never-say-die attitude is
keen on going out on a high.

now motivated for ultimate prize: Rohit

NEW DELHI, Dec 14 (Agen-
cie): Rohit Sharma had no clue
if he would ever get over the
disappointment of the World
Cup final defeat but the love
and understanding of fans has
now “motivated” him to make an
earnest shot at another ultimate
glory.

While Rohit didn’'t mention
which ultimate glory he is talk-
ing about but it is fairly believ-
able now that he is looking at
leading India in next year’s T20
World Cup in the West Indies
and USA.

Rohit, who had a dream World
Cup as a skipper and batter till
the final, was virtually in tears as
he left the ground and had gone
to England for a break to just
relieve himself from the pain.

“I had no idea how to come
back from this for the first few
days. It was my family, friends
that kept me going. They kept
things light. It wasn’t easy to
digest but life moves on and it
wasn’t easy to move on,” said
Rohit, on his Instagram fan
page, airing his sentiments for
the first time since November
19, when the team lost to Aus-
tralia.

However, what Rohit loved
was the appreciation and
understanding of the fans of the
team’s brilliant show. Their kind

words were part of his healing
process.

“For me to see, people coming
up to me, telling me that they
were proud of the team, made
me feel good. Along with them,
| was healing as well. | felt, okay
these are the kind of things you
want to hear,” Rohit said.

While he must have felt for
some time that there is noth-
ing more left to achieve, the
36-year-old Indian skipper
dropped enough hints that he
is now ready for one final date
with history.

“People, when they under-
stand what the player must be
going through and when they
know these kind of things and
not to bring out that frustration,
that anger, it means a lot for us,

for me definitely it meant a lot
because there was no anger, it
was just pure love from people
that | met and it was wonderful
to see that,” Rohit said.

“So it gives you motivation
to get back and start working
again and look for another ulti-
mate prize,” he hinted at the T20
World Cup.

Rohit had left for UK for two
weeks right after the tourna-
ment.

“After the final, it was very hard
to get back and start moving
on, which is why | decided that
| need to get my mind out of
this. But then, wherever | was,
| realised that people were
coming up to me and they were
appreciating everyone’s effort,
how well we played. | feel for

all of them. They all, along with
us, were dreaming of lifting that
World Cup, along with us,” Rohit
said.

The support that the team
received during the campaign
was incredible.

“Everywhere we went during
this entire campaign, there was
so much support from everyone
who came to the stadium firstly
and people who were watching
it from home as well.

“I want to appreciate what the
people have done for us, in that
one and half month period. But
again, if | think more and more
about that | feel quite disap-
pointed that we were not able to
go all the way.” The 50-over
World Cup is the ultimate prize
and it does get frustrating when
one thinks about it.

“l have always grown up
watching the 50-over World
Cup. To me that was the ulti-
mate prize, the 50-over World
Cup. We've worked all these
years, for that World Cup. And
it is disappointing, right? If you
don’t get through it, don’t get
what you want, what you have
been looking for all this while,
what you were dreaming of. You
get disappointed. You get frus-
trated as well at times,” Rohit
said.

Okuhara narrates ordeal, BAI regrets unfortunate incident

The Badminton Association of India had expressed regret and said they would ensure no such incident takes place in the future.

NEW DELHI, Dec 14
(Agencie): Japanese shut-
tler Nozomi Okuhara’s
recent travel experience
in India turned out to be a
nightmare. The former World
No 1 feared for her safety
as she was duped by a taxi
driver in New Delhi, before
she was forced to anxiously
wait for her stay in Odisha,
her main destination, where
she is currently part of a
BWF Super 100 event. She
spoke of her harrowing
experience after landing in
New Delhi and later on her
arrival in Odisha. The latter
was sorted after the organis-
ers were contacted.

The Badminton Associa-
tion of India had expressed
regret and said they would
ensure no such incident
takes place in the future.
Organising secretary Nileen
Kumar, who is also an exec-
utive committee member of
BAI, explained the reason

for miscommunication. He,
of course, said that such
thing should not have hap-
pened and felt for the har-
rowing time she had to go
through.

However, he said that she
had to fill up a form if she
needed accommodation or
conveyance some 30 days
ago. “This is for every-
one Indian or players from
abroad,” he said. She appar-
ently would have missed
filling up the form. “It was
unfortunate what she had to
go through. On her arrival on
December 10 when she was
not being able to get a room
of her liking | asked her if she
needed help but she said she
was making her arrange-
ment,” he said. “I told her
that we will assist her in any
form she wanted. We assist-
ed her to get a hotel. We do
not want such incidents to
happen here. We take care
of such arrangements.” In

fact, he is the one who met
Okuhara in the lobby and
extended help. “We know
she is a former World No 1
and we would not do such
things intentionally,” he said.
“We take care of our guests.
| told the hotel staff to take
care of her while she waiting
for a room.”

The New Delhi chapter
was something Okuhara will

never forget. “l was prepared
for it (journey), but due to a
series of problems, it was
a physically and mentally
demanding journey,” she
wrote. After arriving from
Hong Kong in New Delhi,
she had plans to stay in the
city for a night and head to
Odisha the next morning.
However, trouble began as
soon as she landed in the

capital. “The hotel near the
airport was not directly con-
nected to the airport, but it
was a 10-minute drive from
the airport, so | was instruct-
ed to take a taxi.” Mindful of
potential harassment from
drivers that is common at
airports, she had booked
an uber ride for a 10-minute
journey to her hotel.
However, after being unable

to locate her ride, she walked
outside, where she was
approached by several driv-
ers. That's when an oppor-
tunist driver approached her
and promised to take her to
the hotel. Though hesitant,
she felt compelled to trust
the guy. It was also getting
late. A journey that was sup-
posed to be 400 yen (Rs
230 approx), she eventually
ended up paying Rs 1,900.
Though feeling cheated, she
was just relieved to reach her
destination. “When | later
converted it (Indian currency)
into Japanese yen, it was just
under 4,000 yen, which was
10 times the cost of Uber. |
thought | had been fooled
completely, but | was able to
arrive safely at the hotel with
my luggage, so | was glad.”

She could barely sleep that
night as there was some
uncertainty regarding her
stay in Odisha. Moreover,

she was unable to get in
touch with the Indian officials,
which meant her stay at the
official hotel was not con-
firmed. She was also unable
to get help from officials from
Japan. After reaching the
official hotel, she was told
that there was no reservation
for the Japanese team and
she was forced to wait as the
hotel tried to get in touch with
her travel agency, who made
the bookings. She also wrote
that she met the organisers
in the lobby and sought help.

That's when her agency
contacted her and asked
her to opt for a new place
close to the venue. However,
she found the new options
to be questionable and was
reluctant to move. She also
contacted PV Sindhu, hoping
to get some assistance. In
the end, she found a place
where the Indonesian team
was staying.
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‘Yuvtarang-2023’ gets underway at GLU)

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14:
On the third day of
ongoing ‘Yuvtarang-
2023’organized by the
Department of Students
Welfare, Cluster Uni-
versity of Jammu under
the patronage of Prof
Bechan Lal, the Vice
Chancellor, the Kalan-
jali events comprising
of ‘One Act Play’, ‘Mim-
icry’, ‘Western Vocal
Solo’, ‘Western Vocal
Group’ and ‘Western
Instrumental Solo’ wit-
nessed enthusiastic
participation of the stu-
dents.

Dr Jatinder Khaju-
ria, Registrar, Prof.
Ranvijay Singh, Dean
Students Welfare, Dr.
Kuldeep Raina, Cul-
tural Coordinator, Prof

Ashu Manhas, Associ-
ate Dean, Prof Mohd
Ashraf, Assistant Dean,
Dr. Shubhra Jamwal,
Assistant Dean, Prof
Sunita, Assistant Dean,
members of Campus
Cultural Committee,
faculty members and
students were pres-
ent during the events.
Dr Zuber Kalis, Dean,

Education was the
Observer.

In ‘One Act Play’,
MAM College bagged
First, GCW, Gandhi
Nagar stood second
and School of Teacher
Education secured
Third positions respec-
tively. Akash and Shazia
from MAM College were
declared as The Best

33 pc reservation in Assembly a big
step towards empowerment of J&K
women: Purnima

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14:
Adv Purnima Sharma,
Spokesperson Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
Jammu & Kashmir
and former Dy Mayor
Jammu, while wel-
coming the passage
of the Bill providing for
33 per cent reserva-
tion to women in the
Legislative Assembly
of J&K, termed it as a
big step towards wom-
en’s empowerment in
the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a statement issued
to media here today,
the senior BJP leader
said that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir in
general and women folk
in particular have over-
whelmingly welcomed
this development that
is going to have a far
reaching impact upon
the status and living
standard of women of

this Union territory. She

said that this shows the
strong commitment of
the central government
headed by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
towards empowerment
of women in this Union
Territory. She said that
once this law comes
into force would further
help in dealing with the
issues and concerns of
womenfolk in a better
way.

Purnima Sharma,
while castigating the
successive govern-
ments run by the Con-
gress for never giving
adequate opportunities
to women and instead
doing injustice to them

by depriving them of
even their genuine
rights, said that the
women of J&K will now
get greater representa-
tion and participation as
public representatives
in law-making process
in the legislative assem-
bly. She asserted that
it has been during the
twin tenure of PM Modi
led Govt at the Centre
that women have been
accorded due respect
and the multiple oppor-
tunities.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorgani-
zation (Second Amend-
ment) Bill seeks to pro-
vide reservation for
women in the legislative
assembly of the Union
Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir that came
into force following the
enactment of the Con-
stitution (One Hundred
and Sixth Amendment)
Act, 2023.

Actor Male and Female
respectively in One Act
play.

In Mimicry, Savi from
GCW, Gandhi Nagar,
Surya Bhaskar Sharma
from GGM Science
College and Akash
Katoch from MAM
College bagged first,
second and third posi-
tions respectively. Dr.

Abhishek Bharti, The-
atre Director, Ifra Kak (
cultural officer, Jammu
University) and Kamal
Razdan were the adjudi-
cators for One Act Play
and Mimicry.

Dr. Mukteshi Sharma,
GCW Parade, Narinder
Wazir, Musician and
Amarjeet Singh, Door-
darshan were the adju-
dicators for Kalanjali
events of Western Vocal
Solo’, ‘Western Vocal
Group’, and ‘Western
Instrumental Solo’. Dr
Babita Jamwal was the
event Incharge.

These events are
planned, organised and
supervised by Dr Ran-
vijay Singh, Dean and
his team of Department
of Students Welfare,
CLUJ.

JKBS halils 33 pc reservation
to women in J&K Assembly

el
Q.‘

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Batwal Sabha (JKBS)
members at a meeting
held here today hailed
passage of bill granting
33 percent reservation
to women in the Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative

Assembly, by the Lok
Sabha.

If the same is also
passed by the Rajya
Sabha, there would be
at least 29 to 30 women
in the House of 90
besides five nominat-
ed MLAs, that means
greater representation
and participation of

women as public repre-
sentatives in law-mak-
ing processes in the
Legislative Assembly
of Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory.

And it would also
fulfill the dream of
Baba Saheb Dr
B.R.Ambedkar who
believed in the strength
of women and their role
in the process of social
reform.

Baba Saheb had
said, ‘| measure the
progress of commu-
nity by the degree of
progress which women
had achieved”, said the
JKBS’ General Secre-
tary R.L.Kaith.

Stree Shakti Founder applauds 33% reservation
for women in politics

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: As
India commemorates
the 30th anniversary
of the landmark Reser-
vation Bill for women,
Rekha Mody, founder of
Stree Shakti — The Par-
allel Force and editor
of Quest for Roots,
expressed jubilation
at the government’s
swift response to the
demands of countless
women who have tire-
lessly fought for their
rightful representation
in the political arena.

“This is a historic
moment, a testament
to the unwavering spirit
and relentless struggle
of women across India,”
declared Rekha Mody,
whose organization,
Stree Shakti, has been
at the forefront of this
movement for over two
decades. “The govern-
ment’'s commitment to
introducing legislation
for 33% reservation

in the assemblies of
Jammu and Kashmir
and Puducherry signi-
fies a new era of politi-
cal inclusion and marks
a crucial step towards
achieving gender parity
in our democracy.”
Mody’s dedication to
empowering women
transcends advocacy.
Through SHE Leads,
a Stree Shakti - The
Parallel Force initiative,
she has actively trained
women for political
leadership, recogniz-
ing the critical interplay
between reservation
and training in equip-

ping women to effective-
ly navigate the political
landscape.

“The recent appoint-
ments of Dr. Drakhshan
Andrabi and Madam
Safina Baig in Jammu
and Kashmir demon-
strate the immense
potential of women
leaders,” Mody affirmed.
“Their achievements
serve as a beacon of
hope and inspiration for
aspiring women leaders
across the nation.”

The government’s
action aligns seamless-
ly with the theme, “30
Years of Reservation:

Promise Delivered?”,
championed by Mody
and her organization.
This theme resonated
deeply with the public,
fostering awareness
and encouraging great-
er participation in the
political process.
Furthermore, the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam, passed in Septem-
ber, promises reserva-
tion for women in Lok
Sabha and Assemblies
after the 2029 delimita-
tion exercise, solidify-
ing the government’s
commitment to gender
equality in political rep-

resentation.

This is a victory for all
women who have raised
their voices and fought
for their rightful place in
shaping the future of our
nation. Mody declared.
“The onus now lies
with political parties to
embrace this historic
opportunity and field
capable women can-
didates, ensuring their
rightful representation in
the halls of power. This
is the key to unlocking
the true potential of our
nation and building a
stronger, more equitable
India for all.”

With the government’s
decisive action and
the unwavering spirit
of women like Rekha
Mody, India stands
poised to finally deliver
on the promise of 33%
reservation for women
in politics, ushering in
a new era of inclusive
and representative gov-
ernance.

Jan Kalyan Sangathan holds meeting with

Director School Educatlon J ammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: The
President of Jammu
and Kashmir Jan Kalyan
Sangathan, Swaran Lal,
and Chairperson Vinod
Sharma, joined by Sar-
panch Badyal Brah-
mana, RS Pura Binny
Sharma, held a crucial
meeting with Director
of School Education
Jammu, Ashok Kumar
Sharma, on Thursday.

The focus of the dis-
cussion was on press-
ing issues affecting stu-
dents and schools in RS
Pura.

The delegation raised

concerns about certain
lecturers in the area with
an extended tenure of
over 7 years, lacking
sanctioned posts for
their subjects and yet
not being transferred
from RS Pura. They
emphasized the urgen-
cy for the immediate
transfer of such lectur-
ers, highlighting their
non-engagement with
even a single student
during this period.
Additionally, the dele-
gation shed light on the
intense rivalry between
two Principals at Gov-
ernment Boys Higher
Secondary School RS
Pura. This rivalry has

reportedly resulted in
harassment and humili-
ation of both staff and
students, adversely
impacting the overall
school environment.
The delegation urged

for prompt intervention
to address the deplor-
able conditions arising
from this situation.
Furthermore, the lead-
ers advocated for infra-
structural upliftment

of schools in RS Pura
to enhance the overall
learning environment.
They sought Director
Sharma’s commitment
to addressing these
issues promptly.

In response, Director
Ashok Kumar Sharma
assured the delegation
a patient hearing and
pledged to take positive
steps to address the
raised concerns within
a week’s time. The del-
egation expressed grati-
tude to Director School
education Jammu for
his time and thorough
consideration of their
demands.

JKNC Legal Cell denounces major security breach in

Parliament, demands accountability

In a joint statement issued
here today, Adv. D.S Chauhan,
Provincial President Legal Cell
JKNC, Adv Muzzafer Khan and
Adv. Zeeshan Rana Spokesper-
sons, Adv. Mehrukh Goni, Vice
President Legal Cell Jammu
Province, Adv.
Singh, Secretary Legal Cell,
Adv. Azhar Usman Khan, Joint
Secretary Pir Panjal Zone and
Adv. Himani Jamwal, Joint Sec-
retary Legal Cell JKNC said “It
is utterly unacceptable that the
sanctity of Parliament, the high-
est symbol of our democracy,

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14: Spokesper-
sons and Provincial Legal Cell
of J&K National Conference
on Thursday expressed deep
concern and sought immediate
action following a major security
breach within the Indian Parlia-

ment.

This unprecedented incident,
after a gap of 22 years, has
called into question the efficacy
of national security measures
and shaken the very foundation

of Indian democracy.

Meharban

could be so brazenly violated.
This incident raises serious
questions about who is respon-
sible for such a major breach
and whether any Member of
Parliament facilitated this act by
providing unauthorized access.”
leaders further
emphasized the gravity of the
situation, stating, “If Parliament
itself is not safe, then what
hope is there for the safety and
security of the citizens of our
country?” In light of this alarm-
ing incident, the J&K National
Conference demands swift and

The NC

transparent investigation, com-
prehensive review of security
protocols and implementation
of stringent security measures.
They also sought suspension
of implicated Member of Parlia-
ment who facilitated this breach
by providing access to the pro-
testers and he should be sus-
pended from his position until
the investigation is complete.
The senior NC leaders
believed that the sanctity and
security of Parliament are para-
mount and will not tolerate any
attempts to undermine them.

Sham Gupta welcomes SC verdict
on Article 370, calls it a Symbolic
triumph for National Unity

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 14:
Breaking new ground,
the Supreme Court has
delivered a historic ver-
dict upholding the abro-
gation of Article 370, a
move hailed by Sham
Lal Lal Gupta, Chair-
man of the Anticrime
Bureau (ACB) NGO,
as a momentous tri-
umph for national unity
and integration. Gupta,
in a statement issued
today, articulated the
far-reaching implica-
tions of the judgment,
asserting that it lays to
rest decades of political
and legal uncertainty in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“This landmark judg-
ment is a decisive step
towards a brighter future
for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, putting
an end to political and
legal ambiguities. The
abrogation was deemed
necessary to ensure the
full and equal participa-
tion of J&K in India’s
vibrant democracy, and
the Supreme Court has
unequivocally affirmed
its constitutionality,”
Gupta emphasized.

Enumerating the
positive aftermath of
the abrogation, Gupta
highlighted increased

investment, economic
growth, enhanced secu-
rity measures, improved
governance, and the
empowerment of J&K
residents. These devel-
opments, he argued,
collectively contribute to
the overall progress and
well-being of the region.

“The Supreme Court’s
verdict serves as a
resounding endorse-
ment of the BJP’s
unwavering commit-
ment to national unity
and equal rights for all
Indian citizens. We are
optimistic that this deci-
sion will herald a new
era of peace, prosper-
ity, and development for
Jammu and Kashmir,”
he added, underscoring
the political party’s dedi-
cation to the nation’s
unity.

In a call for unity,
Gupta urged all political
parties to respect the
Supreme Court’s ver-
dict and collaborate for
the betterment of J&K

and its people. “This is
a time for unity, not divi-
sion. Let us put aside
our differences and
come together to build
a brighter future for all,”
he stressed.

The Supreme Court’s
decision on Article 370
has sparked exten-
sive discussions and
debates, with propo-
nents viewing it as a piv-
otal step towards inte-
gration and detractors
expressing concerns
about potential conse-
quences. With the court
providing legal clarity,
attention now shifts to
the implementation of
the decision and the
collaborative efforts
required to ensure the
well-being and devel-
opment of Jammu and
Kashmir.

As the news resonates
throughout the nation,
the spotlight is on the
practical implications
and the path forward
for the region. The
judgment, in affirming
constitutional validity,
sets the stage for a new
chapter in the history of
Jammu and Kashmir,
one that stakeholders
hope will be charac-
terized by sustained
peace, inclusive devel-
opment, and prosperity
for all.
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