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Julia Roberts expresses her 
wish to do ‘My Best Friend’s 

Wedding’ sequel

“Politics Of Freebies Distort 
Expenditure Priorities”: Vice 
President Jagdeep Dhankhar

It’s encouraging when you do well out of 
your comfort zone: Suryakumar Yadav on 

South Africa series

India reports 
166 new 
Covid cases, 
mostly from 
Kerala

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 
(Agencies): India on 
Sunday recorded 166 
fresh COVID-19 cases 
while the number of total 
active cases stood at 
895, according to data 
put out by the Union 
Health Ministry.

The majority of fresh 
cases were reported in 
Kerala.

The recent daily aver-
age cases is about 
100. The latest cases 
could be linked to winter 
season when influenza-
like illnesses tend to rise.

The lowest number of 
single-day fresh cases 
since Covid onset was 
24 in July this year.

Overall, India’s Covid-
19 tally stands at 4.44 
crore and the death toll 
at 5,33,306, the minis-
try’s data showed.

The case fatality rate 
in India stands at 1.19 
per cent.

According to the minis-
try, 220.67 crore doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine 
have been administered 
in the country so far.

Three men 
drown in 
river in 
Reasi

JAMMU, Dec 10 
(Agencies): Three 
men on board an 
earth mover drowned 
in a river in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Reasi 
district, police said on 
Sunday.

The heavy vehicle 
belonging to a stone 
crusher was crossing a 
river near Sungri village 
of Chassana when it 
got submerged around 
9 pm on Saturday, 
Station House Officer 
of local police station 
Inspector Suman Singh 
said.

He said the bodies 
of Nitish Kumar (22), 
Hoshiyar Singh (25) 
and Rajinder Kumar 
(27) were recovered 
by the rescuers and 
handed over to their 
families after comple-
tion of legal formalities 
for last rites.

Kashmir 
shivers, 
Konibal 
coldest at 
minus 6.0 
degree 
Celsius

SRINAGAR, Dec 
10 (Agencies): The 
minimum temperature 
continued to settle 
below freezing point in 
Kashmir while Konibal 
was coldest at minus 
6.0 degree Celsius.

SRINAGAR, Dec 10 
(Agencies): Adequate 
security arrangements 
have been made to 
ensure a peaceful atmo-
sphere in Kashmir as 
the Supreme Court is 
scheduled to pronounce 
its verdict on Monday on 
a bunch of petitions chal-
lenging the abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 
370 of the Constitution 
by the Centre in August 
2019, a senior police 
officer said on Sunday.

“We are duty-bound to 
ensure that peace pre-
vails in the valley under 
all circumstances,” 
Inspector General of 
Police (IGP), Kashmir 
Zone V K Birdi said.

The Supreme Court 
has listed for pronounce-
ment of judgment the 
petitions challenging the 
abrogation of the provi-
sions of Article 370 and 
bifurcation of the erst-
while state of Jammu 
and Kashmir into Union 
territories by the Centre 
on August 5, 2019.

A five-judge bench of 
the apex court reserved 

its verdict on the peti-
tions on September 5 
after conducting daily 
hearings in the matter 
from August 2.

While the IGP refused 
to divulge specifics of 
the security set-up for 
Monday, he said “ade-
quate arrangements” 
have been put in place.

“We are taking all pre-
cautions and will ensure 
that peace is not dis-
turbed in Kashmir,” Birdi, 
who held security review 
meetings in most of the 
10 valley districts over 
the last two weeks, said.

Asked if orders invok-
ing section 144 of 
the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC) on 
the misuse of social 

media were related to 
the Supreme Court’s 
expected judgment, he 
said there have been 
several incidents of 
some elements trying to 
provoke people.

“There have been 
several posts recently, 
in which there were 
attempts to provoke 
people. Action has been 
taken against such ele-
ments in the past and 
action will be taken in 
the future as well,” he 
added.

The authorities here 
have issued guidelines 
for social media users 
under CrPC section 144 
to curb the spread of 
contents that are com-
munally sensitive or 
promote terrorism and 
secessionism.

“The guidelines aim 
to provide clarity on 
actions citizens should 
take when encountering 
content related to ter-
rorism, secessionism, 
threats, intimidation or 
communally-sensitive 
material on social media 
platforms,” the circular, 

SRINAGAR, Dec 10 
(Agencies): Former 
Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister Ghulam 
Nabi Azad expressed 
hope on Sunday that 
the Supreme Court will 
deliver a verdict in favour 
of the people here on a 
bunch of petitions chal-
lenging the abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 
370 of the Constitution 
in 2019.

“I have said it earlier … 
there are only two (insti-
tutions) that can return 
articles 370 and 35A to 
the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir — Parlia-
ment and the Supreme 
Court. The Supreme 
Court bench is non-par-
tisan and we hope that 
it will give a decision in 
favour of the people of 

Jammu and Kashmir,” 
Azad told reporters here.

Azad, who floated the 
Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party (DPAP) 
after parting ways with 
the Congress, said he 
cannot foresee Parlia-

ment reversing the deci-
sions taken on August 5, 
2019 as it would require 
a two-thirds majority in 
the Lok Sabha.

“To return Article 370 
and Article 35A would 
require 350 seats (in the 

Lok Sabha). Any region-
al party in Jammu and 
Kashmir can get three, 
four or a maximum of 
five seats. That would 
not be enough. I do not 
see the 

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 
(Agencies): In a joint 
operation with the Raj-
asthan Police, the Delhi 
Police Crime Branch 
has arrested three men, 
including two shooters, 
from Chandigarh for 
their alleged involve-
ment in the killing of Shri 
Rashtriya Rajput Karni 
Sena chief Sukhdev 
Singh Gogamedi, offi-
cials said Sunday.

Gogamedi was gunned 
down in the living room 
of his house in Jaipur on 
December 5. A CCTV 
footage had surfaced 

purportedly showing the 
assailants opening fire 
at Gogamedi.

Police had identified 
the two alleged killers 
as Rohit Rathore from 
Jaipur and Nitin Fauji 
from Haryana’s Mahen-
dragarh, and announced 
a cash reward of Rs 5 
lakh for information lead-
ing to their arrest.

Delhi Police sources 
on Sunday said a team 
of the Crime Branch in 
a joint operation with 
the Rajasthan Police 
nabbed the duo from 
Chandigarh’s Sector 22. 

They were accompanied 
by one more associate, 
Udham Singh, who was 
also caught.

According to a police 
officer, the accused will 
be handed over to the 
Jaipur police for further 
interrogation.

An 11-member SIT 
was formed by the Raj-
asthan Police to nab the 
accused.

On Saturday, another 
man was arrested in 
Jaipur for allegedly con-
tracting the shooters to 
kill Gogamedi.

Adequate arrangements 
made to ensure peace in 
Kashmir: IGP V K Birdi

Rajput Leader’s Murder | Two shooters 
among three held in Chandigarh

Hope SC delivers verdict in favour of people of J&K: 
Ghulam Nabi Azad on Article 370 Petitions

SRINAGAR, Dec 10 
(Agencies): National 
Conference (NC) leader 
Omar Abdullah said on 
Sunday that his party 
will not disturb the peace 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir even in case of an 
adverse Supreme Court 
verdict on petitions chal-
lenging the abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 
370 of the Constitution.

The former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief min-
ister said his party will 
continue with its fight 

for the restoration of 
the rights of the people 
of the region through 
peaceful means as laid 

down in the Constitution.
”The Supreme Court 

has to give its verdict, let 
it. If we had to disturb the 

situation, we would have 
done it after 2019. How-
ever, we said it then and 
we reiterate it now that 
our fight will be peaceful 
and in accordance with 
the Constitution, taking 
help of the law for pro-
tecting our rights and 
preserving our identity.

”What is wrong in it? 
Don’t we have a right to 
say this in a democracy? 
Can’t we raise objec-
tions in a democracy? If 
others can talk, why 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: The Jammu and 

Kashmir Police’s Crime Branch 
has filed a charge sheet against 
the director of Gujarat-based 
Armada Bazar Private Limited for 
allegedly cheating two investors 
of Rs 3 crore, the agency said on 
Sunday.

The Economic Offences Wing 
of Crime Branch (Jammu) filed 
the charge sheet in court against 
Parshuram Rajnetbhai Pal — a 

resident of Ahmedabad in Gujarat 
— for hatching a criminal conspir-
acy and cheating two locals after 
luring them to invest Rs 3 crore in 
the company, it said in a statement.

The case stems from a written 
complaint lodged by two locals 
— Sanna Gandogra and Sanjay 
Kumar Gupta — claiming that 
they were approached by Armada 
Bazar Private Limited to make a 
refundable investment in the com-
pany, the 

Peaceful struggle for restoration of rights of J&K 
people will continue: Omar Abdullah

CB Files Charge Sheet Against Director Of Gujarat-
Based Company For Fraud In Jammu

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 
(Agencies): Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Sunday said the 
influence of Mahatma 
Gandhi is writ large on 
all the work that has 
been done by the BJP-
led Centre under the 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

Speaking at the ‘Dalit 
Samman Samaroh’ in 
the national capital on 
Sunday, the Defence 
Minister said, “Gandhiji 
is in the hearts and 
minds of all countrymen. 
Everyone in the country 
and the world is familiar 
with Bapu’s ideas, prin-
ciples and his lifelong 
quest for the truth. He 

came into this world 154 
years ago, on October 2. 
To me, October 2 marks 
not just the birth of an 
individual but a chapter 
in our history. It marks 
an epoch.”

“The work that we 
have undertaken under 
the leadership of Prime 

Minister Modi is influ-
enced by the thoughts 
and ideas espoused 
by Mahatma Gandhi. 
Though our banks 
were national ised 
much before we came 
to power, it wasn’t until 
Modi-ji became prime 
minister that a member 

of every household, 
across all sections of 
society, could open bank 
accounts of their own. 
(Jan Dhan) Accounts of 
worth in excess of Rs 50 
crore have been opened 
to date,” Singh said.

Also unveiled a statue 
of the Mahatma at his 
memorial, Rajghat, on 
Sunday, the Raksha 
Mantri said the first ini-
tiative that PM Modi 
after assuming the reins 
of the country was the 
‘Swachhta Abhiyaan’ 
(cleanliness campaign).

“As is widely known, 
Gandhi-ji was a stickler 
for cleanliness in his life-
time. I believe that the 

Public welfare pursued by PM Modi influenced 
by Mahatma’s ideals: Rajnath Singh
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Top News Report
ANANTNAG, Dec 10: Senior 

Bharatiya Janata Party leader 
and MP Rajya Sabha Er. Gulam 
Ali Khatana today flagged off-
Modi an awareness rally on 
Women empowerment orga-
nized by J&K Peace Founda-
tion and Govt Degree College 
for Women, Anantnag here.

Fayaz Ahmed Bhat, president 
Peace Foundation, Prof. Dilruba 
Rasool Hamdani and promi-
nent persons were present on 
the occasion. Later a plantation 
drive and a seminar was also 
held on the college campus.

Addressing the seminar, MP 
Gulam Ali Khatana highlighted 
the remarkable socio-economic 
transformation that has taken 
place in the conditions of 
women under the leadership 
of the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. He said that Govt is very 
particular that benefit of every 
scheme reaches to the last man 

and ensures follow up on every 
scheme.

MP Khatana said that two-
three families looted whole of 
Jammu and Kashmir and flour-
ished while common many is 
still struggling for the common 
needs. He said that since abro-
gation of Article 370, a complete 
transformation has been seen 
in the law and order situation in 
UT, education sector is back on 
rails, and hartal calenders are 
no where to be seen. He urged 

young generation to excel in 
their respective fields and go 
for start ups and own business 
ventures.

MP Khatana commended 
Peace Foundation for their out-
standing work in the realm of 
women empowerment.

Earlier, the Seminar com-
menced with the recital of the 
National Anthem followed by  a 
lamp lightening ceremony by 
Chief Guest Engineer Ghulam 
Ali Khatana, Chairman Dr Fayaz 

Ahmad Bhat, Madam Principal 
and other dignitaries. Chairman 
Peace Foundation Dr. Fayaz 
Ahmad Bhat, presented the 
Welcome Address.

Principal Prof. Dilruba Rasool 
Hamdani sensitized  the audi-
ence about the issues confront-
ed by women folk and laid stress 
upon the need for promoting 
gender equality for a sustain-
able future. She also compli-
mented chairperson Peace 
Foundation for the laudable 
initiatives taken by the Founda-
tion for reducing gender gap and 
boosting women empowerment.

The proceedings were con-
ducted by Prof. Arif Hus-
sain Wani, Convener College  
Debates & Seminar Commit-
tee. Mohd. Ramzan Mir, Divi-
sional Forest Officer Anantnag 
presented the vote of thanks. 
The event concluded with the 
presentation of awards to differ-
ent contributories.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: Prof. 

Kulbhushan Mohtra, 
Incharge of Nanaji 
Deshmukh Library of 
Jammu and Kashmir BJP, 
presented books on Praja 
Parishad and other move-
ments to the J&K Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj Sinha, 
when the later visited differ-
ent stalls after inaugurat-
ing the Mahotsav 2023 at 
Gulshan Ground, Jammu.

The 2-day Mahotsav 
2023 event has been 
organised to showcase the 
rich culture, art, crafts and 
developing Jammu, Kash-
mir and Ladakh.

Nanaji Deshmukh Library 
had placed a large number 
of books on historic move-
ments and developments 
in the erstwhile state of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
depicting pre 1947 and 
post 1947 history, in a stall 
in gulshan ground, Jammu.

These books titled ‘Saga 
of Sacrifices-Praja Pari-
shad Movement’, ‘100 Doc-
uments- Refrence Book 
on Jammu and Kashmir’, 
in both English and Hindi 
languages were placed in 
the stall for sale. In addi-
tion to it, free of cost pam-
phlets containing important 
and inspiring speeches of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and achievements 
of Modi government were 
also placed in the stall.

People in large numbers 
visiting this stall, displayed 
deep interest in the books 
in particular.

Prof. Kulbhushan Mohtra, 
assisted by e-library 
Incharge Pallavi Gupta, 
also replied to the queries 
of a number of people and 
explained them in details 
many historic incidents of 
Praja Parishad Movement 
and the supreme sacrific-
es of great Indian patriots, 
who devoted their lives for 
the cause of the nation in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

PM Modi introduced schemes for women 
empowerment: MP Khatana

Mohtra presents books on Praja 
Parishad movement to LG

Top News Report
RAMGARH (Samba), 

Dec 10: Rattan Lal 
Gupta, Provincial Presi-
dent of the Jammu 
and Kashmir National 
Conference (JKNC) in 
Jammu, has accused 
the Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha-led Union Terri-
tory Administration and 
the Central Government 
of failing miserably to 
fulfill the promises made 
to border dwellers. As 
a result, he claimed, 
they are living in utter 
misery. He emphasized 
that the government 
has betrayed the youth 
by not raising the Police 
Battalions as promised 
and failing to address 
their unemployment 
issues. The senior 
National Conference 
leader expressed these 
concerns while address-
ing a one-day confer-
ence held at Ramgarh 
in the Samba district 
today. The meeting was 
presided over by Sau-
dagar Gupta, District 
President.

Rattan Lal Gupta criti-
cized the incumbent UT 
Government for being a 
proxy of the BJP Gov-
ernment at the centre, 
continuing to emulate 
the ‘Jumla’ Govern-
ment. He pointed out 
the unfulfilled promise 
of providing 5 Marla 
plots to border dwellers, 
which seems to have 
vanished into oblivion. 
He asserted that border 
dwellers, who consti-
tute a significant line of 
defense in border areas 
next to the Border Secu-
rity Force, deserve top-
most priority for basic 
facilities and welfare. 
However, he lamented 
that the bunkers con-
structed for their use 
during border shelling 

are sub-standard and 
almost defunct, leading 
to frustration among the 
border dwellers.

Highl ight ing fur-
ther failures of the LG 
Administration, Gupta 
noted that health cen-
ters in these areas are 
running without doctors 
and that ambulances 
are unavailable for 
critical patients during 
emergencies.

Gupta also castigated 
the Government for 
creating a false devel-
opment narrative while 
ignoring the genuine 
issues of the people, 
evident from the deplor-
able condition of the 
border areas and the 
neglect of their inhabit-
ants.

Sheikh Bashir Ahmed, 
Provincial Secretary of 
JKNC, in his address, 
encouraged the people 
of the Ramgarh area 
to support Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah and Omar 
Abdullah for the over-
all development of the 
area.

Ashok Attri, Vice Presi-
dent of the Central Zone 
JKNC, who organized 
the meeting, detailed 
the hardships faced by 
border dwellers, includ-
ing a lack of basic ame-
nities such as doctors in 
health centers, closed 
primary schools, non-

availability of pensions 
for senior citizens and 
widows, and dilapidated 
infrastructure.

Bimla Luthra, a senior 
NC leader, addressed 
the specific miseries 
faced by women, espe-
cially those living in 
border areas.

Vijay Lochan, Chair-
man of the SC Cell 
JKNC, slammed the 
Administration for 
depriving border dwell-
ers despite them con-
stituting a significant 
section of the Union 
Territory.

Rakesh Singh Raka, 
Zonal Vice President of 
JKNC, raised concerns 
over the government’s 
neglect in addressing 
the problems faced by 
the farming community. 
He criticized the BJP 
Government for not ful-
filling promises like dou-
bling farmers’ income 
and providing minimum 
selling prices for crops.

The meeting was also 
attended by District 
Vice President Mittar 
Pal Singh, Block Presi-
dent Sat Pal, Joginder 
Kumar, Swarn Singh, 
youth leader Rahul 
Attri, Yash Pal, District 
President of OBC, Pinky 
Khalsa, Joginder Kour, 
and other functionar-
ies of District and Block 
levels.

LG-led Admin failed to fulfill promises 
made to border dwellers: Rattan Lal

Top News Report
BANDIPORA, Dec 10: The 

District Administration of Bandi-
pora Sunday organized a con-
sultative interaction, bringing 
together members of the civil 
society, traders, and transport 
associations to foster open dia-
logue and collaboration for the 
betterment of the community.

The interaction was held under 
the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora Dr 
Owais Ahmad. SSP Bandi-
pora Lakshay Sharma, ADDC 
Bandipora Mohammad Ashraf 
Hakak, ADC Bandipora Umar 
Shafi besides others were also 
present on the occasion.

The interaction aimed to create 
a platform for constructive dis-
cussions, allowing stakeholders 
to voice their concerns, share 

insights, and contribute to the 
decision-making process.

Key representatives from 
various segments of society 
actively participated in the ses-
sion, engaging in fruitful discus-
sions on issues ranging from 

local development initiatives to 
concerns related to trade and 
transportation.

Deputy Commissioner Bandi-
pora said that the diverse range 
of perspectives brought forth 
during the interaction will play 
a pivotal role in shaping future 

policies and initiatives for the 
benefit of the entire district.

He expressed gratitude for the 
active participation and empha-
sized the importance of col-
laborative efforts in addressing 
community challenges.

Dr Owais said the District 
Administration acknowledges 
the vital role played by civil 
society, traders, and transport-
ers in the socio-economic fabric 
of Bandipora. Through such dia-
logues, the administration seeks 
to strengthen its ties with these 
crucial stakeholders, ensuring 
that their voices are not only 
heard but also incorporated into 
the decision-making process.

Participants on the occasion 
thanked district administration 
for providing them with a plat-
form to apprise them about their 
issues and demands.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: 

Purnima Sharma, 
Spokesperson Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) 
Jammu & Kashmir 
and former Dy Mayor 
Jammu, while making a 
scathing attack on the 
opposition parties’ con-
glomerate for being an 
unprecedented model of 
corruption, has demand-
ed immediate resigna-
tion of Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren 
as multiple scams have 
taken place during his 
governance. She also 
demanded that the 
tirade against corruption 
must be intensified in 
Jammu and Kashmir too 
where some disgruntled 
political leaders have 
amassed huge wealth 
through corruption for 
about seven decades 
after independence.

In a statement issued 
to media here today, 
the senior BJP leader 
while commenting on 
the recovery of a huge 
sum of cash by central 
probe agencies during 
raids at locations relat-
ed to a business group 
linked to Congress MP 
from Jharkhand Dhiraj 
Prasad Sahu asserted 
that the incumbent 
Chief Minister owns the 

responsibility of multiple 
scams during his tenure 
and has lost the right to 
continue in the office 
any more. She said that 
the recent incidents 
have made it crystal 
clear that opposition 
party leaders including 
the Congress leaders 
are working 24X7 on 
a single point agenda 
of filling their pock-
ets with money made 
through corrupt means 
thus committing a great 
fraud on the nation and 
its people.

Purnima Sharma said 
that the people today 
are fully aware about the 
disservice to the nation 
by the opposition alli-
ance and have already 
displayed their strong 
intent and will to wipe 
out corruption through 
BJP governance. She 
said that this is evi-
dent from the recent 
assembly poll results. 
People have endorsed 
Prime Minister Modi’s 
fight against corrup-
tion with the arrest of 
several leaders of the 
Congress, Aam Aadmi 
Party and the Trinamool 
Congress on corruption 
charges and that is why 
they have decided to 
ensure BJP governance 
across the nation led by 
PM Modi Govt at the 
Centre.

The senior BJP leader 
reiterated that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
led government at the 
Centre stands fully com-
mitted to eradication of 
corruption besides nail-
ing the culprits involved 
in this dirty game.

Purnima demands 
Jharkhand CM’s 
resignation, says tirade 
against corruption must 
be intensified in J&K

SHOPIAN, Dec 10: Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra, today was held at Panchayat Halqas 
Chakoora, Chaki Sidiq Khan, Check Chullan, 
Reshipora, Chotigam and Herman of Hermain 
block, amid a warm welcome by the locals and 
PRI Members.

During the programme, the officers of the line 
departments underscored the importance of 
bringing Government schemes closer to com-
munities, igniting a spirit of development.

The van displayed a video message of the 
PM, urging the people to take a pledge to work 
for the progress and prosperity of the coun-
try. The people present at the event took the 
Sanklap pledge and expressed their commit-

ment for the cause.
During the day several sports events and 

cultural programmes were presented by the 
students in these Panchayats who participated 
in the Viksit Bharat Sanklap Yatra, showcas-
ing their talent and enthusiasm through songs, 
dances and skits thereby fostering a sense of 
unity and celebration.

The people of these Panchayats were made 
awared of the Government and centrally spon-
sored schemes in these Panchayats which 
include, PM Awas Youjna, PM Kisan, KCC, Ujj-
wala, Umeed, PM Garib Kalyan, etc. meant for 
the overall benefit of the downtrodden and poor.

VBSY held in  Herman block of Shopian

DC, SSP Bandipora hold  interaction with Civil Society, Traders, Transporters
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By: Anita Katyal

As the Bharatiya Janata 
Party top brass 
mulled the choice of 

chief ministers for Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Chhattisgarh, the main claim-
ants for this coveted post were 
forced to rein themselves in. 
Though former Rajasthan 
chief minister Vasundhara 
Raje did meet a group of new-
ly-elected legislators loyal 
to her, she was constrained 
from challenging the party 
leadership because she has 
to consider her son Dushyant 
Singh’s political career. Simi-
larly, former Chhattisgarh 
chief minister Raman Singh 
has to necessarily lie low 
because of his son Abhishek, 
who won a Lok Sabha seat in 
2014 but was denied a ticket 
in the 2019 general election 
after the BJP wipe-out in 
the 2018 state election. Then 
there is Madhya Pradesh’s 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan who 
is grooming his two sons — 
Kartikeya and Kunal — in 
politics. Apparently, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah were not pleased with 
Chouhan’s efforts to pro-
mote his sons by taking them 
with him to public functions. 
At one point, Chouhan’s 
wife Sadhna was always in 
the news and was privately 
referred to as his fund man-
ager. She has not been seen 
or heard in public for the 
past several years. The politi-
cal future of the four sons 

appears uncertain.
Knives are out for veteran 

Congress leader Kamal Nath 
ever since the party suffered 
a shock defeat in the Madhya 
Pradesh Assembly polls. As 
president of the party’s state 
unit, Kamal Nath, who led the 
election campaign, had con-
vinced the Congress leader-
ship that they were on their 
way to wresting the state from 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
No sooner were the results 
declared that conspiracy theo-
ries started doing the rounds. 
The chatter in the party is that 
there was internal sabotage 
and that Kamal Nath gave up 
the fight weeks before polling 
day. It is being whispered that 
the former chief minister was 
under pressure to forgo the 
election as his businessman 
nephew Ratul Puri is being 
investigated by the Enforce-
ment Directorate and the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion for several fraud cases. 
He was taken into custody 
and is currently out on bail. 
Others in the party maintain 
it was Mr Nath’s over-confi-
dence which did the Congress 
in. Mr Nath and his coterie 
members, they charged, were 
so sure of forming the next 
government that they started 
acting as if they were already 
in power.
And in Rajasthan, former 

president of the Congress 
state unit Sachin Pilot is 
enjoying the plight of his bete 
noire, outgoing chief minister 
Ashok Gehlot who has come 
under sharp attack from his 

officer on special duty Lokesh 
Sharma. Not only does Mr 
Gehlot suffer the ignominy 
of a defeat but he has now to 
contend with Mr Sharma’s 
public barbs. Denied a ticket 
in the recent election, Mr 
Sharma launched an all-out 
offensive against his former 
boss, saying that Mr Gehlot 
was solely responsible for 
the party’s marginalisation 
and that Mr Gehlot did not 
provide the right feedback 
to the Congress leadership 
and did not allow an alterna-
tive leader to emerge in the 
state. This last bit is obviously 
music to Mr Pilot’s ears given 
his long standing battle with 
Mr Gehlot for greater politi-
cal space. Mr Pilot has not 
made any public statement 
but he is not averse to draw-
ing the media’s attention to 
Mr Sharma’s outburst against 
Mr Gehlot.
Samajwadi Party president 

Akhilesh Yadav was quick to 
lash out at the Congress after 
its poor performance in the 
three Hindi heartland states. 
But reports from Lucknow 
suggest that Akhilesh’s party 
is in no better position in 
Uttar Pradesh. It is expected 
that as the biggest Opposi-
tion party in the electorally 
important state, the Sama-
jwadi Party would line up a 
series of political activities to 
energise its own cadre and 
highlight people’s grievances. 
But Akhilesh Yadav and the 
other Opposition parties, the 
Bahujan Samaj Party and the 
Congress, seem to have given 

up the fight. BSP chief May-
awati surfaces occasionally 
to issue a statement while the 
Congress UP-in charge Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra is busy 
campaigning in other states. 
In contrast, the BJP has been 
preparing for the polls for 
the past several months. Its 
state unit and local leaders are 
constantly organising some 
programme or the other, be it 
a voter awareness campaign, 
helping people with scrutiny 
of electoral rolls or taking out 
yatras in their respective con-
stituencies. They are visible 
and vocal but the same can’t 
be said about the other Oppo-
sition parties.
After the Congress losses in 

the three Assembly elections, 
there is a buzz in the party 
about the need for a gen-
erational shift and replacing 
the old guard with younger 
leaders. Sceptics maintain 
this may prove difficult as the 
Congress has so far failed to 
groom a second line of lead-
ers, pointing out that it could 
not even find chief ministers 
from its own ranks. Two of its 
three chief ministers — Sid-
daramaiah and A. Revanth 
Reddy — are lateral entrants 
to the party. The Karnataka 
chief minister is from the 
Janata Dal family while the 
new Telangana chief min-
ister began with the ABVP 
and was with the Telugu 
Desam Party before joining 
the Congress. In fact, this is a 
sore point with Congress old 
timers who feel “outsiders” 
are being rewarded while loy-
alists have been ignored.

By: Vijay Garg
 

These days, work in 
research and innova-
tion in the field of phar-

maceuticals has increased. But 
the situation of lack of skills 
is also visible here. Accord-
ing to a report of the year 
2022, there is a shortage of 80 
percent skills in the field of 
pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing. According to a study by 
the Indian Pharmacists Asso-
ciation, the demand for clini-
cal pharmacists is expected 
to increase by 15 percent in 
the next five years. Why do B 
Pharm? 1. Pharmacy world’s 
second largest Is the profes-
sion with the largest scope. 
2. Opportunities open up in 
many sectors related to the 
field of healthcare. 3. In view 
of the aging population of 
the world and the increas-
ing fear of epidemics, the 
need for these professionals 
has increased. 4. It is a global 
profession. With appropri-
ate education and courses, 

opportunities can also be 
found abroad. 5. There are 
posts for youth with this 
degree in various government 
departments also. Like Army, 
Government Medical College, 
Railways, Health Ministry etc. 
6. Better sellers in entry level 
jobs compared to other fields 
It can start from twenty five 
thousand rupees per month. 
These skills are also needed B 
Pharm graduates can further 
expand their opportunities by 
pursuing certified programs 
in Quality Assurance, Phar-
macovigilance, Regulatory 
Affairs, etc. There is a demand 
for skills in production, 
research and development 
in this sector. Learning some 
technical skills will increase 
your grip on opportunities. 
There are some such technical 
skills. AI and Machine Learn-
ing: In the growing trend of 
smart medicine, artificial 
intelligence and machine 
learning are being used in 
drug trials.And a lot of work 
is going on in the process of 
construction etc. Big Data 
and Analytics: In this sector, 
the use of Big Data analytics 
and virtual and augmented 
reality skills has increased in 
clinical research. Most of the 
companies are taking the help 
of telemedicine, electronic 
health records, cloud comput-
ing etc. Coursera; futurelearn; 
Udacity; edX; www.igmpi.
ac.in are some platforms for 
upskilling. their demand is 
This expertise will prepare 

the Clinical Research Associ-
ate for global opportunities. 
As a Clinical Research Asso-
ciate You will get opportuni-
ties in pharmaceutical compa-
nies or units related to medi-
cal tests. Regulatory Affairs 
Specialist Regulatory affairs 
specialists typically work for 
government agencies or phar-
maceutical companies. Phar-
macovigilance specialist A 
pharmacovigilance specialist 
collects and analyzes data on 
the use of medicines and med-
ical devices and works to pre-
vent related risks. They work 
for government agencies or 
companies. Pharmacists Phar-
macists are professionals in 
the healthcare sector who 
Which provide guidance on 
the distribution of medicines 
and the use of medicines that 
can be used without medi-
cal advice. What will be the 
roadmap? 1.B. For Pharma, 
choose Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology or Maths in 12th. 2. 
Give national level entrance 
examination for B Pharma 
course. 3. After graduation, 
you will get job opportunities 
in pharmaceutical companies 
in positions like Research 
Associate, Medical Writer, 
Drug Safety Associate, MR 
in sales department, Chem-
ist, Drug Coordinator, Phar-
macist, etc. 4. Diploma for 
Higher Education. You can do 
courses like PG Diploma in 
Clinical Research, Diploma in 
Drugstore Management, Post 
Graduate Diploma in Pharma-

cy Practice, and PG Diploma 
in Clinical Trial Management. 
5. After Masters, PhD, MBA, 
opportunities will open in the 
field of Pharmaceutical Man-
agement, Clinical Reserve 
Management. These are the 
entrance exams 1. Graduate 
Pharmacy Aptitude Test The 
most important of the many 
entrance exams for B Pharma 
is the Graduate Pharmacy 
Aptitude Test (GPAT) con-
ducted by the National Test-
ing Agency. This is a national 
It is a level exam. 2. Entrance 
examinations of various 
states: Various states also con-
duct entrance examinations. 
Like Maharashtra Common 
Entrance Test (MH CET), 
West Bengal Joint Entrance 
Examination (WBJEE) and 
Karnataka Common Entrance 
Test (KCET) etc. Many pri-
vate institutes also conduct 
entrance exams for BPharma 
course. Major Institute 1. 
National Institute of Phar-
maceutical Education and 
Research, Hyderabad 2. Jamia 
Hamdard University, Delhi 
University, Punjab Univer-
sity Institute orPh. Chemi-
cal Technology, BITS Pilani, 
Manipal Institute of Pharma-
ceutical Sciences Institute of 
JSS College of Pharmacy 

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout)

The main difference between ani-
mals and social animals is that 
social animals have a humanity 

kind of trait by which they get recognized 
as ‘humans’.

Humans are the only lone skilled and solely 
a self-effacing living thing on the earth. Per-
haps they do comprise data about right and 
wrong that’s why grown-ups usually make 
fuss about escorting a life of discipline. They 
educate their younger ones to be a human 
since infants seize ingress to the eventful 
planet.

Humanity is a boon which is highly required 
in today’s era. Seniors know very well about 
the word humanity and even tutors about 
it to others but they do not pursue them-
selves with this kind of trait and eventually 
get into the rows very soon in fact at every 
moment. This behavior of elders leaves a 
solemn repercussion on kids and conse-
quently they also acclimatize with this kind 
of deeds which pilots to offensive wars.

Subsequently, this creates a picture of hul-
labaloo among the people of today. And this 
is what absolutely occurring. The same has 
installed in primitive in fact aggravated than 
the current one. The 2 happened world wars 
was nothing but the consequences of inhu-
manity. People’s doldrums are so engrossing 
that they lean on taking revenge from others 
who have done awful to them. It’s for a dime 
a dozen that humans never forget their bad 
hair moments and usually have a chip on 
their shoulder for perennial.

The ardent of taking revenge kills off the 
humanity even from the pristine ones. Visu-
ally the love, heed, care etc…have lost from 
the heart of humans. Spontaneously, there 
is an elevation in myriad crimes, a feeling 
of pompous intermediate of humans etc. 
people have become so pitiless that they 
don’t presume about other poor fellows 
before wildering off foodstuffs which is 
pretty much prominent. And bit by bit they 
are trying to cut off all the links with poor 
as well. The life is day by day getting harder 
and complicated for everyone but humanity 
hasn’t shown any gesture yet.

Humanity is like a dry pale yellow leaf 
which always stays at the end stage. That 
is to say, humanity crushes off in one when 
others do het up talks about the particular 
person just like the dry yellow leaves get 
broken down whilst stepping at them, on 
the other hand humanity rises when one 
praises us just like the leaves fly up when 
one passes through without stepping them. 
We usually behave with strangers in a way 
that they never get hurt by us until they don’t 
hurt us. But this is not humanity because it 
is a character which humans ought to have 
for perennial in order to live peacefully in 
the world and to care for the poor ones and 
of course to remain human.

We have been entitled as humans just to 
have a humanity to maintain difference 
intermediate animals and humans but in 
this epoch there is a lack of it. Even though 
others hurt us but we shouldn’t give negative 
response to them but instead show them 
the right path and genially manipulate them 
so that they would also get their humanity 
back. This is the best way to end crimes in 
the world.

Inhumanity is clearly highlighted by the 
current happening affairs like a South Afri-
can who had won miss gay pageant was mur-
dered recently; there is still a feeling of supe-
rior and inferior between blacks and whites. 
The black and white female athletes are also 
not considered equal in spite of being evenly 
talented. Discrimination on the basis of caste 
and creeds are also in play.

Disparities amid girls and boys are also 
seen in some parts of the world by not 
enrolling girls in better schools, colleges like 
those of boys. And the most aggravated one 
is the spread of baby boxes in Europe mainly 
for baby girls. There are many more affairs 
which gives us devastating sensations.

EDITORIAL

Technical skills will increase opportunities for B Pharma

No ‘son-rise’ in MP, Chhattisgarh, Raj; knives are out for Kamal Nath
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Top News Report
KATHUA, Dec 10: Former Min-

ister today Rajiv Jasrotia today 
participated Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra in Ward 12 as a part 
of national outreach programme 
to inform people of Govt’s wel-
fare schemes. Addressing a 
impressive gathering , Jasrotia 
said while doling out schemes is 
one part of initiative, the other is 
to make sure that the schemes 
reach the needy particularly 
direct benefit transfer to address 
loopholes and prevent leakages 
since 2019.

He said that a financial benefit 
of Rs 6,000 per year, distrib-
uted in three equal installments 
every four months, is transferred 
directly into the bank accounts 
of farmers’ families nationwide 
through the Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT) mode. To date, 
these benefits total more than 
Rs 2.61 lakh crores, benefiting 
over 11 crore farmers across the 
nation.

He said Ministry of Agricul-

ture and Farmers Welfare has 
also launched a PM-KISAN AI 
Chatbot (Kisan e-Mitra), offering 
farmers a one-stop solution for 
addressing grievances related 
to the PM-KISAN scheme.The 
aim is mammoth - to cover over 
2.55 lakh Gram Panchayats and 
over 3,600 urban local bodies 
by January 25, 2024, touching 
every district of the country.

He said the focus of yatra is to 
reach out to people and creating 
awareness about the benefits 
of welfare schemes like sanita-

tion facilities, essential financial 
services, electricity connections, 
access to LPG cylinders, hous-
ing for the poor, food security, 
proper nutrition, reliable health-
care, clean drinking water, etc. 
In this regard specially designed 
IEC (Information, Education and 
Communication) Vans have 
been put to action marking the 
launch of the massive outreach 
programme of the government.  
The central idea is to publicise 
schemes, to get data of those 
who have benefitted from these 

schemes and to mark those who 
are eligible but haven’t got the 
schemes yet, added Jasrotia.

Jasrotia on the occasion pub-
licized - Ayushman Bharat, 
PMJAY, PM Garib Kalyan Anna 
Yojana, Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana - National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission, PM Awas Yojana 
(Rural), PM Ujjwala Yojana, 
PM Vishwakarma, PM Kisan 
Saman, Kisan Credit Card 
(KCC), PM Poshan Abhiyan, Har 
Ghar Jal - Jal Jeevan Mission, 
Survey of villages and mapping 
with improvised technology in 
village areas (SVAMITVA), Jan 
Dhan Yojana, Jeevan Jyoti 
Bima Yojana, Suraksha Bima 
Yojana, Atal Pension Yojana, 
PM PRANAM, Nano Fertiliser.
He also highlighted specific 
concerns of tribal areas such as 
Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination 
Mission, Enrolment in Eklavya 
Model Residential Schools, 
Scholarship Schemes, Forest 
Right Titles, Individual and Com-
munity Land, Van Dhan Vikas 
Kendra, Organising Self Help 
Groups.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: Jan 

Seva is the essence of 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and it has 
been in service of the 
people since its incep-
tion. This was stated by 
BJP District President, 
Jammu South, Rekha 
Mahajan, while address-
ing the general public of 
Jammu South to mark 
the BJP party’s ongo-
ing “Booth Jan Samvad” 
abhiyaan public outreach 
program in Nanak Nagar 
area of Gandhi Nagar 
Mandal drops under Dis-
trict Jammu South.

District Vice Presi-
dent and Prabhari 
Gandhi Nagar Mandal 
Narinder Gupta Kokki, 
Mandal President Bharat 
Bhushan, Indu Puri, 
Speaker Divya Jain, 
Arvind, Vinay, Minority 
Morcha Mandal President 
Daljit Singh Gagandeep 
Singh, Surjit, Aman, 
Chanti Singh were promi-
nent people present in the 
program.

While addressing the 
public, Rekha Mahajan 
emphasized, that when 
we look at the nine suc-
cessful years tenure of 
the Modi government, 
i.e., from 2014 to 2023, 
we can affirmatively say 
that the Modi government 
has indeed succeeded in 
creating a system that 
made daily life of the 
common man easier. 
Rekha educates that in 
the last 9 years, the Union 
Government under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

has provided “Suvidha, 
Suraksha, Samman” to 
women. Thoughtfully 
planned schemes like Ujj-
wala for Gas connections, 
Swachhta for female toi-
lets, and Jal Jeevan for 
tap water in households 
not only provided Ease of 
Living to women but also 
gave them a sense of 
self-confidence with self-
esteem. She counted that 
these multiple magical 
schemes transformed the 
lives of all segments of 
society. Rekha spotlight-
ed that with the success 
of Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan, crores of women are 
now able to access toilets 
in their homes without any 
fear of safety or violation 
of dignity. She said walk-
ing long distances to fetch 
water for daily consump-
tion is becoming a thing 
of the past as households 
across the country are 
getting tap water con-
nections under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission. 

Rekha Mahajan said in 
an endeavor to connect 
with its citizens, the Modi-
led government started its 
journey towards a devel-
oped nation through 
“Viksit Bharat Sankalp 

Yatra” a transformative 
journey that exemplifies 
the Government’s com-
mitment to the well-being 
of its citizens, covering all 
to the remotest corners in 
urban and rural areas of 
the Jammu South. She 
added the Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra is not just 
a program, it’s a collective 
effort that brings togeth-
er various government 
departments. This initia-
tive is across the J&K as 
well in all states, leaving 
an indelible mark in all the 
corners of the country.

Rekha Mahajan high-
lights that the Modi gov-
ernment has brought jus-
tice to all the sections in 
Jammu & Kashmir, which 
were denied even the 
basic fundamental rights. 
He said that the Modi-led 
government has worked 
for the welfare of every 
person from every region 
and every religion. With 
strong faith in the policies 
of the BJP and Modi gov-
ernment, the residents of 
Jammu & Kashmir have 
made up their minds 
to vote for BJP in the 
upcoming Assembly elec-
tion here, she said.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: 

Kavinder Gupta, senior 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
leader and former 
Deputy Chief Minister, 
has asserted that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
led Govt at the Centre 
has worked relentlessly 
for the welfare of all sec-
tions of the society irre-
spective of caste, creed, 
colour, religion or region 
consideration. Highlight-
ing that BJP is working 
on the core principle of 
‘Sab Ka Saath Sab Ka 
Vishwas’, he said that 
this principle is undoubt-
edly the hallmark of the 
incumbent Govt which 
no other Govt pos-
sessed for about seven 
decades post indepen-
dence. 

He expressed this in 
his address after initiat-
ing several programmes 
under the ongoing Booth 
Jan Samvad Abhiyan at 
several Wards No. 47, 
50, 44, 47 and 21 in 
Chatta area of Jammu 

city.
It is pertinent to men-

tion here that ‘Booth 
Jan Samvad Abhiyan’ 
is a mass contact pro-
gramme by the party 
calling to the people to 
re-elect the Narendra 
Modi government at the 
Centre in 2024, high-
lighting that this would 
further accelerate the 
pace of development 
not only in J&K Union 
territory but across the 
entire nation. 

The senior BJP leader 
vociferously asserted 
that the incumbent BJP 
rule under PM Modi 
has proved that this 
Govt has unlike Con-
gress party worked for 
the benefit of all com-
munities including the 
Muslims of this nation 
in true letter and spirit. 
In this regard he said 
that Modi’s vision quiet 
rightly emphasizes 

“Development is only 
possible when Muslim 
youth hold Quran in 
one hand and computer/ 
Laptop in the other,” he 

said, adding that opposi-
tion in order to hide their 
misdeeds and failures 
to address the genuine 
concerns of all com-
munities are creating a 
false narrative against 
BJP accusing it of reli-
gious divide and hatred. 

He said that the lead-
ers of Congress, PDP 
and National Confer-
ence are issuing false 
statements in this 
regard in their constitu-
encies only due to their 
chances of returning to 
power getting frustrated 
with each passing day.

Kavinder said that 
the fact remains that 
people of all communi-
ties including the Mus-
lims today realize that 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s fight against 
terrorism and radicaliza-
tion is not against any 
religion, but against a 
mindset that misguides 
the youth. He said that 
PM’s vision stresses 
upon the strength of 
plural heritage and 
diversity of Indian soci-
ety against extremism. 

Kavinder urged the 
youth to associate them-
selves with the humani-
tarian aspects of Islam 
while using and benefit-
ting from modern tech-
nology. He asked them 
to identify those spread-
ing hate in the name of 
religion and outrightly 
reject such elements.

Top News Report
GANDERBAL, Dec 

10: The Service Selec-
tion Board Examination 
(SSB) for recruitment of 
Panchayat Secretary 
concluded smoothly 
across the district today 
here.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Shy-
ambir and Additional 
District Development 

Commissioner, Mushtaq 
Ahmad Simnani visited 
the examination centres 
set up in the district to 
take stock of facilities 
and arrangements put 
in place for smooth and 
transparent conduct of 
written examinations.

The written exami-
nation for Panchayat 
Secretary concluded 
smoothly at all 15 des-
ignated centers across 

the district.
The DC on the occa-

sion enquired about the 
facilities made available 
for the students like 
seating, cleanliness, 
drinking water, lighting 
and heating in examina-
tion halls.

The DC hailed the 
efforts of Nodal officer 
and all concerned in 
ensuring successful 
conduct of examination 
across the district.

Meanwhile, Magis-
trates and videogra-
phers were deployed 
at all the examination 
centers besides district 
police had also put in 
place all necessary 
security arrangements 
for smooth conduct of 
examination.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Dec 10: 

Agriculture Department 
Kashmir today organ-
ised an interactive pro-
gramme at  Subhan 
Pora Bijbehara Anant-
nag.

The programme was 
attended by Deputy 
Commissioner Anant-
nag Syed Fakhrudin 
Hamid, Director Agri-
culture Kashmir Chow-
dhury Mohammad Iqbal, 
Chief Agriculture Officer 
Anantnag Ajaz Ahmad 
Dar, Senior  district Offi-
cers and a long no. of 
farmers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion D.C Anantnag high-
lighted the importance of 
holding such interactive 
program with the farm-
ers. He appreciated the 
role of the Agriculture 

Sector in overall devel-
opment of the district.

While addressing the 
farmers, Director Agri-
culture Kashmir Chow-
dhury Mohammad Iqbal 
underscored the initia-
tives by the departments 
of Agriculture for the 
welfare and well being 
of the farming Commu-
nity of the region. 

He said the farmers 
feed back with respect to 
the onground implemen-

tation of different pro-
grammes and schemes 
plays an important role 
in efficiency achieving 
the set targets under 
these programmes.

Earlier the farmers 
brought their views, 
ideas and feedback to 
the notice of visiting dig-
nitaries patient having to 
their issues. They also 
ensured the farmers that 
their ideas and sugges-
tions would definitely be 
taken care-off.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: 

Kashmiri Pandit Con-
ference (KPC) on 
World Human Rights 
Day today on Decem-
ber10,2023 , which is 
being observed through-
out world, reminded 
whole world and inter-
national bodies as well 
as government about 
victim Kashmiri Pandit 
community, which was 
driven out of their homes 
nearly three decades 
ago by foreign terrorists, 
separatists and dreaded 
Muslim fundamentalists 
of Kashmir valley. 

Kundan Kashmiri, 
President KashmiriP-
andit Conference( KPC 
) .appealed to national 
and international bodies 
as well as Govt of India 
not to shut their eyes 
towards ethnic cleans-
ing and persecution of 
Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity and get their 
human rights restored 
at the earliest.

 In a press statement 
issued here, KPC Presi-
dent Kundan Kashmiri 
said that human rights 
are certain inherent 
rights which are avail-

able to all humans irre-
spective of caste, color, 
creed, religion, simply 
because they are born 
as human beings. 
These rights are neces-
sary for peaceful exis-
tence of humanity and 
are the right to liberty, 
equality and dignity of 
an individual which are 
ensured by the consti-
tution, but despite fact 
there is a large scale of 
violations of these rights 
in particular to our victim 
KP community, 

. He said that it is an 
appropriate time to pay 
heed towards the per-
secuted KP community. 
Central Govt and UT 
administration should 
identify, acknowledge 
and provide much 
needed succor to KPs 
besides clamping 
down heavily on such 
elements, that were 
responsible for their 
plight.

  Other KPC leaders 
like Tej Pandita, Dr.HL 
Saraf, Susheel Ji Bhat, 
M .K.Raina,SL Zuthsi, 
Rajender Dhar, Suraj 
Wali, R.L Raina  and 
others also expressed 
their same views and 
demands.

Top News Report
SAMBA, Dec 10: The Viksit 

Bharat Sankalp Yatra, a 
grassroots initiative to spread 
the message of development 
and progress, has complet-
ed its visit to 80 panchayats 
in Samba district. The Viksit 
Bharat Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication (IEC) 
Van, has been traveling across 
the district delivering the Prime 
Minister’s vision and inspiring 
the local communities.

On December 10, 2023, the 
yatra covered five more pan-
chayats: Sarain and Papar 
avtara in Nud block, Patyari 
Katlan in Ghagwal block, 
and Bagla Jakh and Salmeri 

in Vijaypur block. The yatra 
received a warm welcome 
from the residents and the 

Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs), who expressed their 
support and enthusiasm for 

the initiative. On the arrival of 
Vans various cultural events 
were organised , featuring per-
formances by school children 
on the theme of “Dharti Kahe 
Pukaar Ke,” and testimonies 
by beneficiaries of various 
government schemes under 
the banner of “Meri Kahani 
Meri Zubaani.”

The yatra also facilitated the 
delivery of government ser-
vices to the people by setting 
up departmental stalls at each 
panchayat. The stalls provided 
information and assistance on 
various schemes of health, 
agriculture, social welfare, and 
rural development.

One of the highlights of 

the day was a special event 
at Bagla Jakh panchayat in 
Vijaypur block, where Ex min-
ister Chander Prakash Ganga, 
DDC Vijaypur Shilpa Dubey, 
Sarpanch Ramesh Kumar 
Sharma, and other PRI mem-
bers graced the occasion and 
addressed the gathering. They 
praised the yatra for its positive 
impact and urged the people to 
participate in the Viksit Bharat 
mission.

The Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra will continue its journey 
in the remaining panchayats of 
Samba district, aiming to reach 
out to every citizen and create 
a wave of development and 
progress in the region.

Top News Report
UDHAMPUR, Dec 

10: The 15th day of the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra witnessed signifi-
cant strides, expanding 
its footprints to encom-
pass 11 additional Pan-
chayats in the Chenani, 
Kulwanta, Panchari, 
Tikri, Sewna, and Majal-
ta Blocks of Udhampur 
District.

This commendable 
progress, achieved 
through the active 
involvement of diverse 
stakeholders, exem-
plifies the campaign’s 
unwavering commit-
ment to the widespread 
dissemination of crucial 
information regarding 
government schemes. 
The initiative aims 
to cultivate effective 

awareness among the 
public, fostering a sense 
of empowerment and 
active citizen participa-
tion.

Noteworthy events of 
the day included enlight-
ening lectures on vari-
ous government welfare 
schemes, free medical 
camps, and sports activ-
ities. This comprehen-
sive approach under-
scores the campaign’s 
dedication to shaping a 
positive and impactful 
trajectory for community 
development.

The Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra remains 
steadfast in its mission 
to empower citizens, 
encouraging them to 
play an active role 
in contributing to the 
socio-economic fabric 
of the nation.

Rajiv Jasrotia participates in Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra in Ward 12

BJP working on the core principle of ‘Sab 
Ka Saath Sab Ka Vishwas’: Kavinder

Modi govt has given “Suvidha, Suraksha, 
Samman” to women: Rekha Mahajan

OMR-based Panchayat 
Secretary examination conducted 
successfully in Ganderbal

Agriculture Department Organises Interactive 
Prog with farmers in Bijbehara

Restore human rights 
of migrant Kashmiri 
Pandits: KPC

Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra Expands Reach to 
11 More Panchayats in 
Udhampur District

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra covers 80 Panchayats in Samba District
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‘Stranger Things’ final season to start filming 
in January

Makers of the horror drama 
show ‘Stranger Things’ are all 
set to begin production of the 
final season of the show.

As per Variety, a US-based 
media outlet, production on 
the fifth and final season of 
the juggernaut Netflix series is 
currently set to begin in early 
January, according to multiple 
sources, though the start date is 
still subject to change. Filming 
was postponed for over seven 
months due to the WGA and 
SAG-AFTRA strikes.

The entire cast of the series will 
be returning for the final season, 
including Noah Schnapp, 
Winona Ryder, David Harbour, 
Millie Bobby Brown, Finn Wolf-
hard, Gates Matarazzo, Caleb 
McLaughlin, Sadie Sink, Nata-
lia Dyer, Charlie Heaton, Joe 
Keery, Maya Hawke and Priah 
Ferguson.

Apart from them, ‘Termina-
tor’ star Linda Hamilton is join-
ing the cast for Season 5, and 
‘Prey’ and ‘10 Cloverfield Lane’ 
director Dan Trachtenberg will 

be helming at least one episode, 
alongside regular directors the 
Duffers and Shawn Levy, who 
is also executive producing, as 
per Variety.

In September, Levy said that 
Season 5 of ‘Stranger Things’ 
will be “major, major cinematic 
storytelling” and “as big as any 
of the biggest movies that we 
see.”

There is virtually no chance 
that Season 5 of the show will 
debut earlier than 2025, but 
‘Stranger Things: The First 
Shadow’ -- a stage play set in 
Hawkins, Indiana in 1959 that 
tracks the origins of several 
major characters from the show 
-- debuts in the Phoenix The-
ater in London’s West End on 
December 14.

The script is written by ‘Strang-
er Things’ writer and co-execu-
tive producer Kate Trefry, based 
on an original story by the Duf-
fers, Jack Thorne and Trefry, 
reported Variety.

Actress Rashmika Mandanna, who 
has been getting a lot of positive 
response to her work in the recently 
released Ranbir Kapoor-starrer film 
‘Animal’, will start shooting for the 
second part of her franchise film, 
‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’ with Telugu 
superstar Allu Arjun on December 13.

As per an industry source, the actress 
will shoot for the sequel in Hyderabad.

In the first part of the film, the actress 
essayed the role of Srivali and instantly 
became a national crush, Allu Arjun’s 
stellar dancing made the song a huge 
hit.

Talking about the actress’s shooting 
schedule, the source said: “Rashmika 
Mandanna is extremely happy with the 
love and praise she is receiving for the 
film ‘Animal’. Immediately after the mas-
sive success of ‘Animal’, Rashmika will 
begin the shoot for the highly ambitious 
and blockbuster franchise ‘Pushpa 2: 
The Rule’ on December 13 in Hyder-
abad. The actress will be reprising her 
iconic role of Srivali in the film starring 
Allu Arjun.”

Meanwhile, ‘Animal’ which has set the 
box-office on fire, has been criticised by 
certain section of the audience for the 
treatment of its female character. Rash-
mika recently penned a long note for 
her character of Gitanjali in the film and 
expressed her love for the same, calling 
her the power centre of the family.

The actress will also be seen in the 
female-oriented film ‘The Girlfriend’.

Rashmika Mandanna to start 
shooting for ‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’ 
with Allu Arjun on December 13

Filming was postponed for over seven months due to the WGA and SAG-AFTRA strikes

After Allu Arjun saying 
that latest release 
‘Animal’ has joined 
the ‘classics of Indian 
cinema’, f i lmmaker 
Sandeep Vanga Reddy 
said he is experiencing 
“ecstatically high feel-
ing” reading his com-
ments.

In a lengthy post on 
X, Arjun congratulated 
the cast and crew of 
‘Animal’, describing the 
movie as one to have 
joined “the classics of 
Indian Cinema List” and 
that he is “blown away 
by the cinematic bril-
liance.”

To which, Sandeep 
Vanga Reddy replied: 
“Allu Arjun garu… Felt 
so full reading every 
line. I’m experiencing 
ecstatically high feeling. 

Thank you so much.”
Arjun replied saying: 

“Sandeep Garu.. It’s you 
who left us with that feel-

ing. Honestly, I am still in 
that hangover.”

Allu in the lengthy post 
had even congratulated 

the cast and crew of 
‘Animal’.

He had written: “Con-
gratulations! Ranbir 
Kapoor ji just took Indian 
cinema performances to 
a whole new level. Very 
inspiring. I am truly in 
loss of words to explain 
the magic you’ve cre-
ated. My deep respects 
to the highest level.”

For his Pushpa co-star 
Rashmika Mandanna, 
he said: “Brilliant and 
magnetic! Dear this is 
your best performance 
by far and much more 
to unfold.”

He called Bobby Deol’s 
performance as impact-
ful, and added: “Your 
terrific presence com-
mands respect.”

He added: “Anil Kapoor 
Ji’s was effortless and 

intense. Your experience 
speaks volumes sir. This 
young lady Triptii Dimri 
is breaking hearts. May 
you break more! All the 
other artists and techni-
cians showcased their 
finest best. Congratula-
tions.”

Allu Arjun concluded 
the post: “And the direc-
tor, the man Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga garu. Just 
mind blowing. You have 
exceeded all cinematic 
limitations, the intensity 
is unmatchable. You 
made us all proud once 
again. I can clearly see 
how your films are going 
to change the face of 
Indian cinema now and 
in the future! Animal has 
joined the classics of 
Indian cinema list.”

Sandeep Vanga Reddy is ‘ecstatically high’ 
reading Allu Arjun’s comments on ‘Animal’

Actor Charlie Sheen, 
who was famously 
sacked from his hit 
sitcom Two and a Half 
Men for erratic behav-
iour, has shared that 
he’s now sober, happy, 
and ready to work again. 
Sheen has been out of 
the spotlight for the past 
six years, focusing on 
his recovery, parenting 
his 14-year-old twins, 
Max and Bob, and set-
tling into what he calls a 
‘predictable routine’.

And now, Sheen, 58, 
is re-entering the acting 
industry, beginning with 
an appearance as him-
self in two episodes of 
Chuck Lorre’s new Max 
sports gambling dram-
edy Bookie, starring 
Sebastian Maniscalco. 
‘Bookie’ allows Sheen 

to reteam with the same 
show creator who fired 

him from Two and a Half 
Men in 2011.

Charlie Sheen returns with 
gambling dramedy Bookie

Beyonce is on cloud 
nine after the suc-
cess of her concert 
film ‘Renaissance: A 
Film by Beyonce’ and 
she expressed her 
gratitude to her fans for 
showering love on her 
recent project, reported 
People.

The pop superstar 
took to her Instagram 
handle to convey her 
thanks to her fans and 
wrote about the success 
of the film.

‘Renaissance: A Film 
by Beyonce’ is presently 
No. 1 at the box office. 
She thanked her legion 
of followers known as 
the BeyHive and every-
one associated with 
the film that chronicles 
her renowned Renais-
sance World Tour in the 
description of a Reel 
featuring videos from 
the Los Angeles and 
London premieres, as 
well as supporters at the 
cinema.

The Grammy winner 
started her message by 
thanking AMC Theatres, 
the movie’s distributor, 
for assisting her in avoid-
ing a more conventional 
studio release. “I am so 
deeply thankful to AMC 
and every team member 
who worked so hard 
on this film. I just can’t 
thank all of you enough 
for your support,” the hit-
maker wrote.

After sharing how chal-
lenging the project was, 
due to “the short [turn-
around] time,” the “Cuff 
It” singer shared that 
“it was so worth all the 
grind”.

“I am overwhelmed 
by the outpouring of 
love from my Hive,” she 

wrote. “And WOW! I am 
so touched and encour-
aged by the incredible 
reviews!!!”

The “Alien Superstar” 
performer acknowl-
edged that her follow-
ers’ efforts to dress up 
and see the movie in 
theatres as if it were a 
live performance had 
not gone unnoticed. “I 
love seeing everyone 
all dressed up in their 
most opulent lewks in 
the theaters. The mute 
challenges still happen-

ing, even in the theater!! 
Y’all are cracking me up. 
Please keep that energy 
going. I can’t wait to see 
what else yall do :)”

The music queen con-
tinued by saying that she 
is just as appreciative of 
people learning more 
about her life narrative, 
which is openly included 
in the performance film. 
“I also love seeing the 
positive take aways from 
people who were not my 
fans or didn’t yet know 
my story,” the singer-

songwriter added.
“The people who had 

no interest in seeing 
my shows who have 
now gained a deeper 
understanding and 
respect for all it takes 
to be a RENAISSANCE 
woman.”

Before concluding her 
statement, she paid 
tribute to her late uncle 
Johnny, who died of 
AIDS complications 
when she was 17 and 
to whom she dedicated 
Renaissance.

“I’m very proud that 
we launched the film 
on World AIDS Day in 
memory of my Uncle 
Johnny,” she added. “I 
pray I continue to make 
something that lifts all 
of y’all up the way you 
continue to lift me up.”

“While I’m often critical 
and feel my art is never 
finished, the pendulum 
swings. I feel gratitude.”

“We did it.’ We have 
the #1 movie in the 
country! And a 100 on 
Rotten Tomatoes..And 
it’s because of you and 
your support! I humbly 
thank you,” she con-
cluded.

The acclaimed, theatri-
cal version of Beyonce’s 
Renaissance World 
Tour officially arrived in 
theatres worldwide on 
December 1. The film 
features footage from 
the record-shattering 
tour, as well as intimate 
moments backstage, 
including shots of the 
superstar with her three 
children Blue Ivy, 11, 
and twins Sir and Rumi, 
6 -- whom she shares 
with husband JAY-Z, 
reported People.

Beyonce expresses gratitude to her fans after 
success of her concert film ‘Renaissance’

Actor Julia Roberts has been 
part of several popular rom-coms 
and when asked if she would love 
to do a sequel of any of them, she 
simply chooses ‘My Best Friend’s 
Wedding’, reported People.

During an appearance on ‘Watch 
What Happens Live with Andy 
Cohen’, the Oscar-winning actress 
was asked by a viewer to choose 
a film of hers that she’d want to 
see a sequel to. Her response was 
prompt.

“That’s a really good question 
and I’ve never been asked it,” said 
Roberts, 56, before choosing ‘My 
Best Friend’s Wedding’.

When it debuted in June 1997, 
the comedy was a worldwide box 
office success. It follows Rob-
erts as Jules, a food journalist 
who realises she’s in love with 
her longtime best friend, Michael 
(Dermot Mulroney), when he dis-
closes he’s engaged to new love, 

Kimmy (Cameron Diaz), in the film 
directed by P.J. Hogan. 

Desperate to capture his heart, 
Jules spends the next four days 
attempting to disrupt his wedding, 
even pretending to be engaged 
to her gay best friend, George 
(Rupert Everett).

It doesn’t end well for Jules, 
with Michael ultimately select-
ing Kimmy. But, as Roberts told 
Andy Cohen, 55, the richness of 
the characters and the dynam-
ics between them means there’s 
plenty of material to explore for a 
sequel.

“There’s so many people in it,” 
she said, noting she’d want “to see 
what they’re doing and how Kimmy 
and Michael’s marriage is going...” 
Asked by another WWHL viewer 
who she thought Michael should 
have chosen, Roberts stuck with 
her character. “Well, I mean, of 
course, Jules. But he married 

Kimmy!” ‘What Happens Live with 
Andy Cohen’ airs on Bravo Sun-
day-Thursday evenings, reported 
People.

Julia Roberts expresses her wish to 
do ‘My Best Friend’s Wedding’ sequel

The ‘Bigg Boss OTT 2’ winner 
Elvish Yadav takes on the role of a 
reviewer for the show ‘Temptation 
Island India’, and is left impressed 
by Nikita’s bold and open-minded 
approach to life and the show.

From intense drama to heart 
whelming emotions, the contes-
tants of the show have witnessed 
a rollercoaster of journey.

As the show enters its finale 
week, and with just a week remain-
ing before discovering which cou-
ples will pass this ultimate ‘Pyar Ki 
Pariksha’, Elvish takes us through 
this journey of self discovery.

In a special segment, he gets into 
his element and takes on the role 
of a reviewer this time, in his witty 
style and unique sense of humour, 
offering candid opinions on the epi-
sodes and providing insights into 

how the contestants have navigat-
ed their journey, forming genuine 
bonds all along the way.

While watching the clips, Elvish 
complimented Nikita, saying, 
“Nikki jaisi bandi perfect hai, bas 
aisi ladki life mein mil jaaye.”

He is genuinely fascinated by the 
strong bond formed between Jad 
and Nikita. As the clips continue, it 
is revealed that Nikita has a fight 
with Chetna over Jad, and she 
gets possessive over him.

Elvish relates to Nikita’s decision 
to join ‘Temptation Island’.

“Nikki ki baaton se saaf pata chal 
raha hai ke woh Jad ke liye kitni 
possessive hai. She has forgot-
ten her partner from the other villa. 
if she were this possessive over 
Tayne, maybe she would not have 
come here to navigate her relation-
ship,” he added.

‘Temptation Island India’ airs on 
JioCinema.

Elvish Yadav says ‘aisi ladki life mein mil 
jaaye’ as he reviews Nikita’s relationship 
with Jad on ‘Temptation Island India’
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NEW DELHI, Dec 10 (Agen-
cies): Politics of so-called free-
bies for which society sees 
“mad race”, distort expenditure 
priorities, Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar said on Sunday 
and asserted that the need was 
to “empower not pockets but 
human minds”.

In his address at a National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) event here marking 
the Human Rights Day, he also 
said that no part of the globe is 
so “blossoming, prospering with 
human rights as our country is 
doing”.

The occasion also marked 
the 75th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR).

UN Resident Coordinator in 
India Shombi Sharp also was 
present at the event.

Sharp, in his address, also 
read out the message of UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres to the audience.

Vice President Dhankhar was 
the chief guest at the event 
hosted by the NHRC at Bharat 
Mandapam.

“A coincidence, this (75th anni-
versary of UDHR) just follows 
our ‘Amrit Kaal’, and our ‘Amrit 
Kaal’ has become our ‘Gaurav 
Kaal’ primarily due to the blos-

soming of human rights and 
values,” he said.

“We had an occasion to get a 
message from the (UN) Secre-
tary-General. It would have been 
appropriate and worthwhile to 
take note of the massive, revolu-
tionary affirmative changes that 
are taking place in Bharat, home 
to one-sixth of humanity, on the 
promotion of human rights,” Mr 
Dhankhar said.

No part of the globe is so blos-
soming, and prospering with 
human rights as India is doing, 
he added.

“And, why not, our civilisational 
ethos, Constitutional framework, 
reflect our deep commitment to 
respecting, safeguarding and 
nurturing human rights. It is in 

our DNA,” the vice-president 
said.

In his address, he also empha-
sised that human rights are spi-
nally strengthened when there is 
“human empowerment in sharp 
contradiction to fiscal patron-
age”.

“Empowerment of pockets 
by fiscal grant only increases 
dependence. 

The politics of so-called free-
bies for which we see a mad 
race distort expenditure priori-
ties. Freebies, as per economic 
giants, undercut the basic 
framework of macroeconomic 
stability,” he said.

There needs to be a “healthy 
national debate” on how expen-
sive this fiscal patronage is for 

the economy, life quality and 
social cohesion in the long run, 
Mr Dhankhar added.

“I would greatly appreciate it 
if the National Human Rights 
Commission... catalysing a 
debate, coming out with a paper 
that can be extremely informa-
tive, motivational and inspira-
tional for people at large, and 
those who are in seats of gov-
ernance can be enlightened that 
we need to empower not pock-
ets but human minds, human 
resource,” he said.

In his address, Mr Dhankhar 
also said that “no one is above 
the law, be you ever so high, the 
law is always above you, is the 
new norm in the country. A peak 
paradigm shift”.

“There was a time when some 
thought they were above the 
law, there was a time when 
some thought they were beyond 
the reach of the law. Now, all 
high and mighty, you may be 
just anybody, you are account-
able to the law,” he said.

This is happening. It is an 
“inalienable facet of promoting 
human rights,” Mr Dhankhar 
added.

Transparency and account-
able governance, a new norm, 
is a game changer for promoting 
human rights, he said.

“Politics Of Freebies Distort Expenditure Priorities”: 
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

BAREILLY (UP), Dec 
10 (Agencies): Eight 
people, including a 
child, were charred to 
death in their SUV after 
it was hit by an oncom-
ing truck and caught fire 
in this Uttar Pradesh 
district, police said on 
Sunday.

The driver of the SUV 
lost control of the vehi-
cle after it suffered a 
tyre puncture. It jumped 
the barrier onto other 
side of the road and was 
hit by the truck coming 
from the opposite direc-
tion, they said.

The accident occurred 

late on Saturday near 
Dubhaura village on the 
Bareilly-Nainital Road, 
they added.

By the time the police 
reached the spot, the 
SUV was engulfed in the 
flames, the police said.

Superintendent of 
Police Sushil Chan-
drabhan confirmed 
the deaths of the eight 
people, including the 
child.

The victims are yet to 
be identified.

The SUV belonged to 
Sumit Gupta, who had 
given it to one Furkhan, 
the police said and 
added a detailed probe 
is under way.

8 charred to death as SUV 
catches fire after collision 
with truck near UP’s BareillyVice President Jagdeep Dhankhar was the chief guest at the event hosted by the 

National Human Rights Commission at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi.

JANJGIR, Dec 10 
(Agencies): A newly 
married couple and 
three other persons 
were killed after a car 
they were travelling in 
collided with a truck in 
Chhattisgarh’s Janjgir-
Champa district on 
Sunday, police said.

The accident took 
place in the wee hours 
near Pakariya Jhulan 
village under Mulmula 
police station area 
when the victims were 
returning after the cou-
ple’s wedding in Shivri-
narayan town, a police 
official said.

As per preliminary 
information, Shub-
ham Soni, a resident 
of Baloda village in the 
district, got married to a 
woman from Shivrina-
rayan on Saturday night.

When the bride, groom 
and three other family 
members were return-
ing to Baloda in the car, 
it collided head-on with 
a truck coming from the 
opposite direction, the 
official said.

Four occupants of the 
car, including the bride, 
died on the spot. The 
groom, who was seri-
ously hurt, succumbed 
to his injuries in a hos-
pital, he said.

The groom’s father, 
Omprakash Soni, who 
was driving the car, was 
among the deceased, 
he said.

After being alerted, a 
police team rushed to 
the spot and the bodies 
were sent for postmor-
tem.

Efforts were on to trace 
the truck driver who fled 
from the spot leaving 
behind his vehicle, the 
police said.

Newly married couple among 5 killed 
in car-truck collision in Chhattisgarh

NEW DELHI/JAIPUR, Dec 10 
(Agencies): In a joint operation 
with the Rajasthan Police, the 
Delhi Police’s Crime Branch 
nabbed three men, including 
two shooters, from Chandigarh 
for their alleged involvement 
in the killing of Shri Rashtriya 
Rajput Karni Sena chief Sukh-
dev Singh Gogamedi, officials 
said on Sunday.

Gogamedi was gunned down 
in the living room of his house in 
Rajasthan’s Jaipur on Decem-
ber 5. CCTV camera footage 
purportedly of the assailants 
opening fire at Gogamedi had 
surfaced recently.

The police had identified the 
two alleged killers as Rohit 

Rathore from Jaipur and Nitin 
Fauji from Haryana’s Mahen-
dragarh, and announced a cash 
reward of Rs 5 lakh for informa-
tion leading to their arrests.

Delhi Police sources on 
Sunday said a team of the 
Crime Branch, in a joint opera-
tion with the Rajasthan Police, 
nabbed the duo from Chandi-
garh’s Sector 22. They were 
accompanied by an associate, 
Udham Singh, who was also 
caught.

According to a Delhi Police 
officer, the accused will be 
handed over to the Jaipur Police 
for further interrogation.

Additional Director-General 
of Rajasthan Police (Crime) 

Dinesh MN said Fauji and 
Rathore were in hiding in Chan-
digarh.

“The SIT formed by the Rajas-
than Director-General of Police 
and the Delhi Police caught 
the accused late on Saturday,” 
Dinesh, who is supervising the 
11-member SIT, told agency.

Jaipur Police Commissioner 
Biju George Joseph said the 
accused will be formally placed 
under arrest in the murder case 
after they are brought to Jaipur.

On Saturday, a man was 
arrested in Jaipur for allegedly 
contracting the shooters to kill 
Gogamedi.

According to the police, Ram-
veer Jat, one of the conspira-

tors in the murder, had prepared 
the groundwork for Fauji—his 
friend—in Jaipur ahead of the 
killing.

The accused had entered the 
Gogamedi’s home on the pretext 
of meeting him and, after talking 
for a few minutes, opened fire at 
Gogamedi.

They also shot dead their 
accomplice Naveen Shekha-
wat, through whom they had 
secured access to Gogamedi’s 
residence.

Gangster Rohit Godara, linked 
to the Lawrence Bishnoi gang, 
had claimed responsibility for 
the murder, saying Gogamedi 
was backing his enemies.

Karni Sena chief’s murder: Two shooters among 
three nabbed in Chandigarh’s Sector 22

CHIKKABALLAPURA 
(KTK), Dec 10 (Agen-
cies): Four college stu-
dents died after the car 
they were travelling in 
allegedly toppled and 
fell into a ditch near the 
highway underpass on 

the outskirts of Chikka-
ballapura, police said on 
Sunday.

The incident took 
place on Saturday night 
when the students were 
heading from Bengaluru 
to Chikkaballapura to 

drop two of them.
According to the police, 

one of the students was 
driving the car. 

The accident took 
place when the driver 
lost control of the over-
speeding vehicle, which 
overturned and plunged 
into the ditch.

Three of them died on 
the spot. One person 
was grievously injured 
and was rushed to a 
nearby hospital where 
he succumbed to inju-
ries during the course of 
treatment.

A case was registered 
and investigation is 
underway, they said.

4 college students die after speeding 
car falls into ditch in Karnataka

THANE, Dec 10 (Agen-
cies): Police have registered 
a case against a 26-year-old 
US national for alleged sexual 
harassment of a woman house-
keeping staffer at a hotel in 
Navi Mumbai, an official said 
on Sunday.

The incident took place 
around 11.30 am on Saturday 
at the hotel located in Turbhe 

area, he said.
When the 23-year-old woman 

entered an apartment in the 
hotel, the accused allegedly 
took off his bath robe and 
sought sexual favour from her, 
the official from Turbhe police 
station said quoting the victim’s 
complaint.

The victim later approached 

the police with a complaint 
following which an FIR was 
registered on Saturday night 
against the man, resident of 
Pennsylvania in the US, under 
Indian Penal Code section 354A 
(sexual harassment), he said.

No arrest has been made so 
far and a probe is on into the 
case, the police added.

Case against US national for sexual harassment 
of Navi Mumbai hotel staffer

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 (Agencies): Bahujan Samaj 
Party chief Mayawati on Sunday named nephew 
Akash Anand as her political successor.

Mayawati made the announcement at a party meet 
in Lucknow.

Akash Anand is national coordinator of the BSP and 
his father Anand Kumar, the brother of Mayawati, is 
party’s national vice-president.

Akash Anand had participated actively in the BSP’s 
Lok Sabha campaign ahead of 2019 General Election.

He was also seen by Mayawati’s side during the 2017 
Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh.

In 2019, BSP contested the Lok Sabha polls in alli-
ance with the SP.

The BSP won ten seats and SP 5, while the BJP and 
allies won 64 of 80 seats in the state.

The rise of another dynast is likely to give the domi-
nant BJP more fodder to attack the Opposition in the 
run-up to 18th General Election in 2024.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has already made 
anti-corruption, anti-appeasement and anti-dynasty 
a major election campaign against the Opposition.

BSP chief Mayawati names 
nephew Akash Anand as 
her political successor

SEHORE/BHOPAL, 
Dec 10 (Agencies): A 
30-year-old Muslim 
woman has claimed 
that she was beaten 
up by her brother-in-
law for voting in favour 
of the BJP in Madhya 
Pradesh Assembly 
polls and celebrating the 
party victory, an incident 
prompting Chief Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chou-
han to reach out to the 
victim.

Chouhan on Saturday 
invited the woman to his 
residence in Bhopal and 
comforted her.

Earlier in the day, police 
arrested the accused 
Javeed, the younger 
brother of complainant 
Samina Bi’s husband, 
a day after she and her 
father visited the office 
of the Sehore collector 

seeking stern action.
Notably, Sehore is the 

home district of Chou-
han.

According to police, 
Javeed a l legedly 
thrashed Samina on 
Monday when she was 
celebrating the victory of 
the BJP in the recently-
held Assembly elections, 
counting for which was 

done on December 3.
A case was registered 

under relevant Sections 
of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) against Javeed on 
a complaint lodged by 
the woman, police said.

The woman had told 
reporters that she had 
voted for the BJP as she 
is a beneficiary of all the 
schemes of the govern-

ment, including the Ladli 
Behna Yojana.

As per the govern-
ment, 1.31 crore women 
in the state are getting 
financial help of Rs 
1,250 per month under 
this scheme.

“With ‘mamaji’ Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and 
Sehore BJP MLA 
Sudesh Rai on my mind, 

I voted for the BJP,” 
Samina had said.

On Saturday, Samina 
visited Chouhan with her 
children in Bhopal after 
he invited her, as per the 
Chief Minister’s Office.

“By casting your vote, 
you have exercised your 
right. Everyone has the 
right to vote as per the 
Constitution. People 
vote for those who do 
well for them. That is 
not at all wrong. Thus, 
I wanted to meet you. 
Do not worry. We will 
take care of you and 
take care of your wor-
ries,” Chouhan told the 
woman.

Queried about the inci-
dent, Madhya Pradesh 
BJP president V D 
Sharma said the woman 
should not worry given 

that ensuring the safety 
of people is the guaran-
tee of PM Modi.

“I was reading in a 
newspaper this morning 
about a Muslim sister 
voting for our party and 
her relative troubling her. 
I want to tell her that she 
shouldn’t worry. Ensur-
ing the safety of the 
people in the country is 
Modiji’s guarantee,” he 
added.

Sharma said due to 
Modiji’s “Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas, and Sabka 
Vishwas” mantra, the 
minority community 
blessed the BJP in the 
November 17 elections 
by voting for the party.

“This shows the vote 
bank of Congress is 
drifting,” he added.

Muslim woman in MP allegedly beaten up for voting in 
BJP’s favour; CM Shivraj Chouhan meets her

Police arrest the accused, the younger brother of complainant’s husband
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GAZA CITY, Dec 10 (Agen-
cies): Israeli forces pushed 
Sunday into southern Gaza, 
where hundreds of thousands 
of civilians have fled in search 
of shelter from bombardments 
and intense fighting with 
Hamas operatives.

Aid groups have sounded 
the alarm on the “apocalyptic” 
humanitarian situation in the 
Palestinian territory, warning 
it is on the brink of being over-
whelmed by disease and star-
vation.

Hamas, which runs Gaza, 
said Sunday that Israel had 
launched a series of “very vio-
lent raids” targeting the south-
ern city of Khan Yunis and the 
road from there to Rafah, near 
the border with Egypt.

An agency journalist reported 
strikes in southern Gaza early 
Sunday.

At least 17,700 people, mostly 
women and children, have died 
in two months of fighting in the 
narrow strip of territory, accord-
ing to the latest figures from 
Gaza’s Hamas-run health min-
istry.

Israel has vowed to eradicate 
Hamas after its unprecedented 
attacks on October 7, when 
fighters broke through Gaza’s 
militarised border, killed about 
1,200 people and seized hos-
tages, according to Israeli offi-
cials.

Israel on Saturday said 137 
captives remain in the Palestin-
ian territory.

With few options for safety, 
people across the Gaza Strip 
sought refuge in hospitals on 
Saturday.

In the northern Gaza City, an 
agency journalist said thou-
sands were sheltering in the 
Al-Shifa hospital, which is no 
longer functioning and partly 
destroyed following an Israeli 
raid last month.

Hundreds of makeshift tents 
fashioned from scraps of fabric 
and plastic filled the hospital’s 
courtyards and garden amid col-

lapsed walls.
Suheil Abu Dalfa, 56, from the 

city’s Shejaiya district, said he 
had fled heavy bombardment by 
Israeli planes and tanks.

“It was madness. A shell hit 
the house and wounded my 
20-year-old son,” he told AFP.

“We fled to the Old City, 
everything was just strikes and 
destruction... we didn’t know 
where to go,” he said.

“We don’t know if they will 
storm the hospital again.”

In central Gaza, Hamas health 
authorities said Saturday that 71 
dead bodies had arrived at the 
Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir 
al-Balah over 24 hours.

And in the south of the territory, 
62 dead bodies had arrived at 
Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis, 
the health authorities said.

An agency correspondent in 
Nasser hospital saw a child on 
a makeshift stretcher and others 
waiting for care on the floor, 
while firefighters outside tried 
to douse a burning building hit 
by an Israeli strike.

The situation “is not just a 
catastrophe, it’s apocalyptic”, 
said Bushra Khalidi of Oxfam.

‘Death Sentence For Children’
An estimated 1.9 million of 

Gaza’s 2.4 million people have 
been displaced.

Blocked from leaving the 
narrow territory, they have 
turned Rafah, near the cross-
ing with Egypt, into a vast camp.

The United Nations children’s 
agency said Saturday that 

nearly one million children had 
been forcibly displaced by the 
conflict.

With fighting intensifying in 
southern Gaza, where Israel 
previously urged civilians to 
seek shelter, children are run-
ning out of safe places to go.

“They are now being pushed 
further and further south into 
tiny, overcrowded areas with-
out water, food, or protection, 
putting them at increased risk 
of respiratory infections and 
waterborne disease,” said Adele 
Khodr of UNICEF.

“The restrictions and challeng-
es being placed on the delivery 
of lifesaving aid going into and 
across the Gaza Strip are anoth-
er death sentence for children.”

As alarm grew over Gaza’s 
worsening humanitarian situ-
ation, Israeli army chief Herzi 
Halevi urged his forces to “press 
harder” in their campaign.

“We’re seeing more and more 
terrorists killed, more and more 
terrorists wounded, and in 
recent days we’re seeing terror-
ists surrendering -- this is a sign 
their network’s falling apart,” he 
said at a ceremony in Jerusa-
lem.

National Security Advisor 
Tzachi Hanegbi told Israeli TV 
that 7,000 “terrorists” had been 
killed, without elaborating on the 
source of the figure.

In Tel Aviv, some Israelis held a 
pro-peace demonstration.

Hundreds of others gathered 
in what has come to be known 

as Hostages Square, calling for 
action to save the captives held 
by Hamas with signs bearing 
messages such as “They trust 
us to get them out of hell”.

The Israeli army says it has 
lost 93 soldiers in the cam-
paign, with two others injured in 
a failed bid to rescue hostages 
on Thursday night.

Hamas said a hostage, 
25-year-old Sahar Baruch, was 
killed in the operation, later con-
firmed by his kibbutz community 
in Beeri, one of the worst hit on 
October 7.

UN force hit
A rare UN Security Council 

vote on a ceasefire in the con-
flict was vetoed on Friday by 
the United States, whose envoy 
Robert Wood said the proposal 
was “divorced from reality” and 
would leave Hamas in power in 
Gaza.

Iran, which backs Hamas, 
warned of an “uncontrollable 
explosion in the situation of the 
region” following the veto.

Regular exchanges between 
Israel and Lebanon’s Iran-
backed Hezbollah movement 
have added to fears of a wider 
regional conflict.

Israel’s army said it retaliated 
on Saturday after unspeci-
fied “launches” from Lebanon, 
including with fighter jets.

A United Nations peacekeep-
ing position in southern Leba-
non was hit on Saturday without 
causing casualties, the UN force 
said, adding it was seeking to 
verify the source of the fire.

Yemen’s Iran-backed Huthi 
rebels threatened on Saturday 
to attack any vessels heading 
to Israeli ports unless food and 
medicine were allowed into 
Gaza. Violence has also surged 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, where the health ministry 
said three people were killed on 
Saturday.

The military earlier said it 
has arrested 2,200 people in 
the West Bank, 1,800 of them 
Hamas members, since the 
Israel-Hamas war began.

Israeli Forces Push Into Southern Gaza Where 
Thousands Have Taken Shelter

Hamas, which runs Gaza, said Israel had launched a series of “very violent raids” target-
ing the southern city of Khan Yunis.

NASHVILLE (US), 
Dec 10 (Agencies): 
Severe storms that tore 
through central Tennes-
see killed six people 
on Saturday and sent 
about two dozen to the 
hospital as homes and 
businesses were dam-
aged in multiple cities.

Three people, includ-
ing a child, were killed 
af ter an apparent 
tornado struck Mont-
gomery County north 
of Nashville near the 
Kentucky state line, 
county officials said in a 
news release. And the 
Nashville Emergency 
Operation Centre said 
in a post on a social 
media account that 
three people were killed 
by severe storms there. 
Montgomery County 
officials said another 
23 there were treated 
for injuries at hospitals.

Photos posted by the 
Clarksvillle fire depart-
ment on social media 
showed damaged 
houses with debris 
strewn in the lawns, a 
tractor trailer flipped on 
its side on a highway 
and insulation ripped out 
of building walls.

“This is devastating 
news and our hearts are 

broken for the families 
of those who lost loved 
ones,” said Clarksville 
Mayor Joe Pitts in a 
statement. “The city 
stands ready to help 
them in their time of 
grief.”             

No other information 
about the victims was 
immediately available 
on Saturday.

The Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office 
said in a statement that 
a tornado touched down 
around 2 pm. A shelter 
was set up at a local 
high school.

Residents were asked 
to stay at home while 
first responders evalu-
ated the situation. In a 
briefing shared on social 
media, Clarksville Mayor 
Joe Pitts said there was 
extensive damage.

“So please, if you need 
help, call 911 and help 
will be on the way imme-
diately. But if you can, 
please stay home. Do 
not get out on the roads. 
Our first responders 
need time and space,” 
he said.

Allie Phillips, who 
lives in Clarksville, 
said she was grabbing 
lunch when she began 
receiving notifications 

of the tornado that was 
quickly approaching her 
neighbourhood.

“It was excruciating 
watching the live stream 
and not knowing if my 
house was still there,” 
she said. “When we 
finally decided to leave, 
the road to my home 
was shut down because 
so many power lines 
were on the road and 
we had to take a detour.”  

Phillips said her home 
survived with minimal 
damage – noting that 
her daughter’s toys 
were banged up and 
that a neighbour’s dog 
kennel hit the back of 
her home – but she was 
saddened to see that 
her neighbour’s house 
was missing a roof and 
a home up the block had 
all but completely disap-
peared.

“This doesn’t happen 
enough that you’re ever 
prepared for it,” she 
said.

The National Weather 
Service issued multiple 
tornado warnings in 
Tennessee, and said it 
planned to survey an 
area where an apparent 
tornado hit in Kentucky.

About 85,000 elec-
tricity customers were 
without power in Ten-
nessee on Saturday 
night, according to Pow-
erOutage.us.

The storm came 
nearly two years to the 
day after the Nation-
al Weather Service 
recorded 41 tornadoes 
through a handful of 
states, including 16 in 
Tennessee and eight in 
Kentucky. A total of 81 
people died in Kentucky 
alone.

6 dead, nearly 2 dozen 
injured after severe 
storms tear through 
central Tennessee in US

BEIJING, Dec 10 (Agencies): A 
workshop built from steel sheets 
collapsed in southern China, kill-
ing six people and injuring three 
others, authorities said.

An investigation is under way into 
the cause of Saturday’s accident 
in Guizhou province. The three 
injured people remained hospital-
ized as of late Saturday and there 
were no updates on their condition 
Sunday.

Building collapses are not 

uncommon in China, where struc-
tures are sometimes thrown up 
without lawfully obtaining proper 
permits and safety standards are 
often ignored.

The illegal addition of extra floors 
and failure to use reinforcement is 
often blamed for such disasters. 
An increase in the number of col-
lapses of self-built buildings in 
recent years has prompted calls 
from Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
for additional checks to uncover 

weaknesses.
In the worst such incident in 

recent years, a building collapse 
in central China in April 2022 killed 
53 people. Additional floors had 
been added without permission 
or the use of proper construction 
methods.

Industrial safety in general 
remains a major problem, wors-
ened by decaying infrastructure, 
poor safety training and a desire 
to cut corners to save on costs.

Workshop collapses in southern China, 
killing 6 and injuring 3

MANILA, Dec 10 
(Agencies): A Philip-
pine boat and a Chinese 
Coast Guard ship collid-
ed near a hotly contest-
ed reef on Sunday, with 
both countries trading 
blame for the latest such 
confrontation in the dis-
puted South China Sea.

The incident hap-
pened during a Philip-
pine resupply mission 
to a tiny garrison on 
Second Thomas Shoal 
in the Spratly Islands, 
which is a flashpoint for 
Manila and Beijing.

It comes a day after 
the Philippines accused 
the Chinese coast guard 
of using water cannons 
to “obstruct” three gov-
ernment boats deliver-
ing provisions to Filipino 
fishermen near Scar-
borough Shoal, off the 
main island of Luzon.

Longstanding ten-
sions between Manila 
and Beijing over the sea 
have flared in recent 
months following mul-
tiple incidents involving 
Philippine and Chinese 
vessels, including two 
previous collisions.

China claims almost 

the entire South China 
Sea, including waters 
and islands near the 
shores of its neigh-
bours, and has ignored 
an international tribunal 
ruling that its assertions 
have no legal basis. It 
deploys boats to patrol 
the busy waterway and 
has built artificial islands 
that it has militarised to 
reinforce its claims.

The Philippines said 
Sunday that “China 
Coast Guard and Chi-
nese Maritime Mili-
tia vessels harassed, 
blocked, and executed 
dangerous maneuvers 
on Philippine civilian 
supply vessels”.

One of two boats car-
rying provisions was 
“rammed” by a Chinese 
coast guard ship, the 
National Task Force for 
the West Philippine Sea 
said in a statement.

A Chinese ship also 
used water cannon 
against the two supply 
boats and a Philippine 
Coast Guard vessel 
escorting the mission, 
the multi-agency task 
force said.

That caused “severe 

damage” to the engine 
of one of the supply 
boats and damaged the 
mast of the coast guard 
vessel, it said.

The China Coast 
Guard,  however, 
accused the Philippine 
boat of “deliberately col-
liding” with the Chinese 
vessel after “disregard-
ing our multiple stern 
warnings”.

The Philippine boat 
“changed direction 
suddenly in an unpro-
fessional, dangerous 
manner, deliberately 
colliding with our Coast 
Guard Vessel 21556, 
which was on a normal 
law enforcement route, 
and caused a scrape”, 
the China Coast Guard 
said in a statement.

“The responsibility lies 
entirely with the Philip-
pine side,” it said.

Deteriorating Relations
Hours before the 

latest incident, a civil-
ian convoy involving 
100 Filipino fishermen 
embarked on a trip that 
would pass Second 
Thomas Shoal as part 
of a mission to deliver 
Christmas cheer and 
provisions to remote 
outposts.

The organisers said 
they were “still proceed-
ing with the agreed upon 
route” despite Sunday’s 
confrontation.

Second Thomas Shoal 
is about 200 km (124 
miles) from the west-
ern Philippine island of 
Palawan, and more than 
1,000 km from China’s 

nearest major land-
mass, Hainan island.

A handful of Filipino 
troops are stationed 
on the crumbling BRP 
Sierra Madre, which the 
Philippine Navy ground-
ed on the reef in 1999 to 
check China’s advance 
in the waters.

The troops depend on 
the resupply missions 
for their survival.

One of the supply 
boats was able to deliv-
er its cargo on Sunday, 
while the one involved in 
the collision was being 
towed by a Philippine 
Coast Guard vessel to 
Palawan, the task force 
said.

The Philippines and 
China have a long histo-
ry of maritime incidents 
in the contested South 
China Sea, through 
which trillions of dollars 
of trade pass annually.

Relations between 
Manila and Beijing have 
deteriorated under 
President Ferdinand 
Marcos, who has sought 
to improve ties with tra-
ditional ally Washington 
and push back against 
Chinese actions in the 
South China Sea.

Marcos warned last 
month that the situa-
tion in the waters had 
become “more dire”.

Last Sunday, the Phil-
ippines reported more 
than 135 Chinese ves-
sels “swarming” a reef 
off its coast, describing 
the boats’ growing pres-
ence as “alarming”.

China, Philippines Trade Blame After 
Boat-Ship Collision In Disputed Waters
Longstanding tensions between China and Philippines over 

the South China Sea have flared in recent months.

M E L B O U R N E /
SYDNEY, Dec 10 
(Agencies): Australia 
will impose a dramatic 
rise in fees on for-
eign buyers of existing 
homes who leave them 
empty, the government 
said Sunday as it tries 
to ease a rental crisis.

The centre-left Labor 
government said it 
would introduce new 
legislation next year 
to help alleviate tight 
supply that has left 
many renters struggling 
to find somewhere to 
live.

As supply dwindled, 
rental prices surged 7.6 
percent nationally in the 
year to September 30, 
the sharpest increase in 
14 years, official statis-
tics show.

“There are too many 
properties empty around 
Australia,” Treasurer Jim 
Chalmers said.

“There are not enough 
homes available to Aus-
tralians who desperately 
need them,” he added 
in an interview with Sky 

News Australia.
The measures aim to 

push foreigners to invest 
in new housing develop-
ments instead of buying 
existing stock, the gov-
ernment said in a state-
ment.

Foreigners are already 
barred from purchasing 
established homes in 
Australia unless they 
live in the country for 
work or study, and they 
are usually required to 
sell the homes when 
they leave.

To buy an existing 
home, foreigners cur-
rently pay a foreign 
investment fee that 

varies depending on 
the home price -- for 
example, Aus$28,200 
(US$18,500) for a medi-
an-priced Sydney home 
of a little over Aus$1 
million. Under the new 
scheme, the fee will be 
tripled for foreign owners 
of ‘ghost’ homes. 

In addition, foreign 
owners of established 
homes that are vacant 
for more than six months 
will face a higher annual 
vacancy fee.

That fee -- now the 
same level as the for-
eign investment fee -- 
will be doubled under 
the new plan.

The overall effect of 
the double-blow would 
be a six-fold increase in 
annual fees for foreign-
ers who leave existing 
homes vacant.

It is unclear, however, 
if foreign ownership of 
existing homes in Aus-
tralia is a big problem for 
the rental market.

Australia’s treasur-
er said vacancy fees 
imposed on foreign 
owners of established 
homes raised only about 
Aus$5 million a year.

One report indicated 
there were just 23 such 
“breaches” in the past 
year, Chalmers said, 
though he believed the 
numbers “are likely to be 
underdone”.

The government said 
it would also lower the 
fees for foreign investors 
in build-to-rent projects.

Last month, the gov-
ernment established an 
Aus$10 billion invest-
ment vehicle to help 
increase the supply of 
social and affordable 
housing.

Huge Fee Hike For Foreign Owners 
Of ‘Ghost’ Homes In Australia
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Public welfare pursued 
by PM Modi influenced 
by Mahatma’s ideals: 

Rajnath Singh
governments that came after him forgot 

the ideals that he held dear. But the gov-
ernment under Modi-ji deserves praise 
for carrying forward Bapu’s thoughts and 
beliefs through its public welfare initiatives. 
The first campaign that Modiji launched 
after taking over as PM was the Swachhta 
Abhiyaan,” Singh added.

The senior BJP leader sat on the floor 
along with others at the event and had 
lunch with them.

Invoking the Mahatma’s idea of non-vio-
lence and how he won over many hearts 
by choosing the path to peace, Singh said, 
“The ideas he propounded in the last cen-
tury are relevant even to this day. Gandhi-ji 
neither provoked any war nor had ambi-
tions of annexing any country or territory. 
He won many hearts around the world by 
simply treading the path of non-violence. 
Even people, who never met him, were 
influenced by his thoughts and principles.”

“I am reminded of Martin Luther King 
and Nelson Mandela today. They never 
met Gandhi-ji in his lifetime but held his 
principles dear and followed the path of 
non-violence as shown by him. Following 
Bapu’s teachings, they served humanity 
and inspired people. Bapu had not only 
dreamt of an India free from the shackles 
of oppression but also an India after free-
dom,” he added.

On the Champaran Movement of 1917, 
Singh said the Mahatma’s objective behind 
the Satyagrah was to draw the attention of 
the British government to the worsening 
state of India’s farmers under their rule.

Adequate arrangements 
made to ensure peace in 

Kashmir: IGP V K Birdi

issued by police in several districts, read.
According to the guidelines, the citizens 

have been asked to contribute to maintain-
ing a safe online environment and promptly 
report any suspicious activity.

“If you receive a message contain-
ing objectionable content, then report it 
immediately to the nearest police station or 
police post with a screenshot and detailed 
information,” the guidelines read.

The users have been advised to “recall 
messages promptly” in case they acciden-
tally share inappropriate content.

Political parties in Kashmir are cautious 
in voicing their expectations from the 
Supreme Court.

National Conference (NC) vice-president 
Omar Abdullah said he can only hope and 
pray that the decision will be in favour of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Who will say with authority what is to 
happen? I do not have any such machinery 
or way by which I can come to know today 
what those five honourable judges have 
in their hearts or what they have written in 
the judgment.

“I can only hope and pray that the deci-
sion is in our favour, but neither me nor 
anyone else can claim that success will be 
ours. We are waiting for the judgment. Let 
it come, we will talk about it then,” he said.

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti said it is the apex 
court’s responsibility to ensure that it does 
not push the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) agenda, but keeps the integrity of 
the country and its Constitution intact.

Mufti said the court’s decision should be 
clear that the decision taken by the BJP-
led Centre on August 5, 2019 to abrogate 
the provisions of Article 370 was “illegal, 
unconstitutional”, against Jammu and 
Kashmir and the promises made to the 
people here.

“I think the decision should be simple that 
whatever was done on August 5, 2019 was 
illegal, unconstitutional, against Jammu 
and Kashmir and the promises made to 
the people here,” she said.

Hope SC delivers verdict 

in favour of people of 
J&K: Ghulam Nabi Azad on 

Article 370 Petitions
opposition mustering such numbers. 

(Prime Minister Narendra) Modiji had the 
majority, but he did not do it. So it is only 
the Supreme Court that can do it,” he said.

Azad said the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, irrespective of their religion or 
ethnicity, have an emotional attachment 
with the special provisions of the Constitu-
tion that were repealed four years ago.

“The people of Jammu and Kashmir are 
attached to Article 370 and Article 35A, 
not politically but emotionally. It is impor-
tant that these (provisions) are restored for 
securing our present and future,” he said.

The former Union minister pointed out 
that the special provisions were enacted 
by Maharaja Hari Singh in 1925 to protect 
the land and jobs for the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“These provisions found a place in the 
Constitution of the country after indepen-
dence in the form of Article 35A. So many 
governments came and went over the 
last 100 years and no one felt the need to 
change it,” he added.

Rajput Leader’s Murder 
| Two shooters among 

three held in Chandigarh
According to the police, Ramveer Jat, 

one of the conspirators in the Gogamedi 
murder case, had prepared the ground-
work for Fauji, his friend, in Jaipur ahead 
of the killing.

Peaceful Struggle For 
Restoration Of Rights Of 

J&K People Will Continue: 
Omar Abdullah

not us?” Abdullah asked at a party con-

vention at Rafiabad in Baramulla district.
The Supreme Court is scheduled to pro-

nounce its verdict on Monday on a batch 
of petitions challenging the abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 370.

The Centre abrogated the provisions 
of Article 370, which bestowed a special 
status on Jammu and Kashmir, on August 
5, 2019 and bifurcated the erstwhile state 
into Union territories.

Abdullah said NC leaders are being sum-
moned to police stations since Saturday 
night and intimidated.

”The Supreme Court has not passed a 
verdict yet. How do you know what is the 
verdict? May be it is in our favour. Then 
what is the need to call my party colleagues 
to police stations? They are being called 
to police stations since Saturday night 
and threatened. They are being told that 
they should not write this or that on social 
media. Are these threats only for the NC? 
Tell me whether you have called a BJP 
leader (to a police station). Allah willing, if 
the verdict goes against them (Bharatiya 
Janata Party), what will you do if they start 
writing against it on Facebook?” Abdullah 
asked.

He said there is no justification for putting 
curbs on NC leaders as they have always 
been votaries for peace.

”We never asked youngsters to hurl 
stones…. In fact, (NC president) Farooq 
Abdullah told people that he was willing to 
step down as the chief minister if they did 
not like him but not to bring guns here,” the 
former Union minister said.

He also said police should trust the 
people of the region as no one wants to 
disturb the peace in Jammu and Kashmir.

Later, talking to reporters, Abdullah said 
the NC had approached the apex court 
against the abrogation of the provisions of 
Article 370 with the hope of getting justice.

”We had knocked on the doors of the 
Supreme Court with the hope of getting 
justice and that sentiment persists even 
today,” he said.

CB Files Charge Sheet 

Against Director Of Guja-
rat-Based Company For 

Fraud In Jammu
Crime Branch said.
The company claimed to be in the busi-

ness of authorised products and services 
having grocery and daily utility items.

An agreement was signed between the 
parties under which the accused would 
pay Rs 12 lakh per month for 36 months 
to the complainants and 4 per cent of the 
net monthly billing of the “mart”.

In their complaint, the victims alleged 
that the accused paid Rs 12 lakh for two 
months and stopped paying the remainder. 
The accused later openly refused to return 
the victims’ money and threatened to elimi-
nate them and their family members if they 
filed a case, the statement said.

The preliminary Crime Branch verification 
after a complaint was received found the 
allegations to be prima-facie substantiated, 
leading to the registration of a formal case.

The investigators gathered all material 
evidence, recorded the statements of the 
complainants and witnesses and estab-
lished the offences under sections 420 
(cheating) and 120-B (criminal conspiracy) 
of the Indian Penal Code against Pal, it 
said.

The Crime Branch said further investi-
gation is underway to identify the other 
accused.

Kashmir shivers, 
Konibal coldest at 
minus 6.0 degree 

Celsius
Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu 

and Kashmir recorded a low of minus 4.4 
degree Celsius.

Qazigund in South Kashmir recorded a 
minimum temperature of minus 3.0 degree 
Celsius while Kupwara recorded a low of 
minus 3.4 degree Celsius.

FROM PAGE 1

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10:  Lieuten-

ant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha 
attended the closing ceremo-
ny of State level Yuva Utsav: 
India@2047, at Government 
MAM College, today.

The two-day event was organ-
ised by Ministry of Youth Affairs 
& Sports through Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Sangathan.

In his address, the Lt Gover-
nor congratulated and extended 
his best wishes to the winners 
under various categories includ-
ing Painting, Poetry, Declama-
tion, Photography and Culture.

He commended the endeav-
our to integrate five youth cen-
tric programmes for this year’s 
Yuva Utsav inspired by Panch 
Pran of Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi.

 “Youth power is the greatest 
asset of our country. They have 
courage to stand alone against 
all odds and challenges without 
any fear and always ready to 

provide new ideas and new ini-
tiatives for the betterment of the 
society,” the Lt Governor said.

He said the creativity, charis-
ma and hard work of youth is the 
formidable force that is setting 
new agenda of development. 
The new ideas and conviction is 
stimulating various sectors and 
contributing to new discoveries 
and innovation, he added.

The Lt Governor emphasized 
the need to harness the vibrant 

energy of youth to achieve the 
constructive goals.

 “Youth is the most powerful 
tool to shape the better future 
and usher in socio-economic 
revolution,” the Lt Governor 
said.

Initiative, leadership, self-
confidence, persistence, imagi-
nation and courage to learn 
from failure are rare qualities of 
youth, which influences the soci-
ety and opens the door of new 

possibilities in developmental 
journey, he said.

At Yuva Utsav, the Lt Governor 
motivated the youth to rededi-
cate themselves towards real-
izing the vision of Viksit Bharat.

Future belongs to India and 
our youth. I am confident that 
the youth will lead the world to 
build a prosperous society, he 
said.

On the occasion, the Lt Gov-
ernor felicitated the winners and 
jury members of the Yuva Utsav.

Sh Nisar Ahmed, Director 
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 
Jammu Kashmir and Ladakh 
presented a detailed report on 
the competitions held in con-
nection with Yuva Utsav across 
the UT.

Er. Gulam Ali Khatana, 
Member of Parliament, Rajya 
Sabha; Sh Anand Jain, IGP 
Jammu; Sh Shakti Pathak, DIG 
Jammu -Samba -Kathua Range; 
senior officials, prominent per-
sonalities, youth and people in 
large number were present.

Lt Governor attends closing ceremony of 
State level Yuva Utsav: India@2047

Top News Report
U D H A M P U R /

RAMBAN, Dec 10: 
Chief Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo today took on 
spot assessment of the 
road condition of Jam-
mu-Srinagar National 
Highway besides visit-
ing some prestigious 
project sites in twin dis-
tricts of Udhampur and 
Ramban.

At Ramban, the Chief 
Secretary took stock of 
pace and progress on 
National Highway-44 
and other critical infra-
structure under imple-
mentation in the District.

Dulloo held an impor-
tant meeting at Chan-
drkote, where senior 
officers including the 
Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu, Ramesh 
Kumar, DIG, DKR 
Range, Dr. Sunil Gupta, 
Deputy Commission-
er, Ramban, Baseer-
Ul-Haq Chaudhary, 
SSP Ramban, Mohita 
Sharma, SSP Traffic, 
Rohit Baskotra other 
sectoral officers besides 
key project directors 
attended the meeting.

After the meeting, the 
Chief Secretary physi-
cally inspected chal-
lenging spots on the 
National Highway, such 
as Dalwas and other 
spots in Ramban area.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Ramban, Mr. 
Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaud-
hary provided detailed 
insights into the status 
of the National Highway, 
focusing on the 66 km 
stretch between Nashri 
-Navyug tunnel. The 
Chief Secretary was 
apprised of completion 
dates for various tunnels 

and received updates 
on the cooperation 
extended by the district 
administration to NHAI.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban also highlight-
ed the imminent comple-
tion of the Railway line 
in the district and briefed 
the Chief Secretary 
about the Sawalakote 
Hydroelectric project, 
a monumental initiative 
currently undergoing 
environmental impact 
assessment.

Shifting the focus to 
social indicators, the 
Chief Secretary was 
briefed on efforts to 
enhance girl child edu-
cation in the Ramban 
district. The ongoing 
Vikshit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra, with substantial 
participation from youth 
and women. He was 
assured that the team 
of District Administra-
tion Ramban aims to 
saturate all Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes in 
the district by December 
2025.

On addressing the 
road safety concerns, 
the Chief Secretary 
directed the SSP Traf-
fic, Ramban to inten-
sify the surveillance 
and laid stress on dis-
playing zero-tolerance 
towards repeated traffic 
violators. Additionally, 
he urged the National 
Highway Project Direc-
tor to focus on critical 
spots causing traffic 
bottlenecks during peak 
season.

Emphasizing the need 
for addressing drug 
addiction the Chief Sec-
retary directed the SSP 
Ramban to maintain a 
close vigil on such illicit 
trade for its effective 

control.
Earlier on the day 

the Chief Secretary 
conducted a compre-
hensive tour of District 
Udhampur, focusing on 
the works going on holy 
Devika River and con-
struction of Government 
Medical College (GMC) 
here.

The Chief Secretary 
inspected Devika Ghat, 
inspected the presti-
gious Devika project in 
toto and conducted a 
site visit of the opera-
tional Sewage Treat-
ment Plant-II and beau-
tification of Devika Ghat.

The Chief Secretary 
also conducted inspec-
tion of various sections 
of the Government 
Medical College and 
Associated Hospital. 
He assessed the recent 
specialised surgeries 
performed in the institu-
tion along with the posi-
tion of the existing staff 
strength in the hospital.

Accompanied by Divi-
sional Commissioner, 
Jammu Sh. Ramesh 
Kumar and Deputy 
Commissioner Udham-
pur Ms. Saloni Rai, the 
Chief Secretary visited 
the construction sites of 
the 200-bedded teach-
ing district hospital, the 
makeshift building of 
GMC Udhampur.

During his visit Dulloo 
directed the Principal 
GMC Udhampur to 
ensure quality service, 
minimize referral cases, 
and to create a condu-
cive environment for 
the students undergoing 
training here.

The Chief Secretary 
also inquired about the 
availability of medicines, 
diagnostics, and facili-
ties at the Associated 
Hospital of the medical 
college. He inspected 
various sections, includ-
ing classrooms and labs 
to take assessment of 
facilities provided there. 
Interacting with the staff, 
he received briefings on 
lab tests, procedures, 
equipment availability 
of CT scan, and surgi-
cal procedures done in 
the hospital.

CS takes onspot appraisal 
of works on NH-44

Also visits significant project sites in twin 
distts of Udhampur & Ramban

Top News Report
SAMBA, Dec 10: The 

Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra, an impactful initiative 
aimed at promoting satu-
ration of flagship schemes 
at the grassroots level, 
had a highly successful 
visit to Sarain Panchayat, 
Block Nud in Samba district 
today.

The Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication 
(IEC) Van, effectively deliv-
ered the Prime Minister’s 
vision, inspiring and moti-
vating the local communi-
ties.

The event was graced 
by the presence of DC 
Samba Abhishek Sharma, 

SSP Samba Benam Tosh, 
BDO Nud Mukesh Sharma, 
Sarpanch Surinder Kumar 
Sharma, other PRI mem-
bers, and officials.

Deputy Commissioner 
Samba felicitated the 
sports and women achiev-
ers of the Panchayats and 
interacted with the ben-
eficiaries of the Ladli Beti 
scheme. Property cards 
were also distributed to 
deserving recipients.

During the visit, DC 
Sharma took the initiative 
to inform the locals about 
the significant benefits of 
the Daksh Kisan portal for 
farmers. His inspection of 
various departmental stalls 
added to the overall suc-
cess of the event.

Top News Report
RAJOURI, Dec 10: The 

Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra IEC Van today tra-
versed across Panchay-
ats across Budhal Block 
and block Budhal New in 
Rajouri District.

The Information, Edu-
cation, and Communica-
tion (IEC) Van traveled 
through the Panchayats 
of Sokar, Panihad, Kewal 
Tarran, and Phalni Pan-
chayats in the Budhal 
Block and Budhal New 
areas of Rajouri District.

The primary objective of 
the yatra was to dissemi-
nate vital information and 
create awareness about 
different government 
schemes, ensuring that 
every deserving individual 
or community is informed 
and included.

A key aspect of the 
yatra is to facilitate direct 
interaction between the 
government and the 
beneficiaries. By shar-
ing personal stories and 
experiences, this program 
provides a platform for 
individuals to voice their 

needs, concerns, and 
aspirations. This two-way 
communication not only 
helps the government 
gain a better understand-
ing of the ground realities 
but also enables the iden-
tification and enrollment 
of potential beneficiaries 
based on the information 
gathered during the yatra.

The Viksit Bharat Yatra 
focuses on a range of 
schemes targeted at both 
urban and rural areas. In 
urban areas, the yatra 
highlights schemes such 
as PM Svanidhi, PM 
Vishwakarma Yojana, PM 
Mudra Yojana, PM Ujjwa-
la Yojana, Start-up India/
Stand-up India, Ayush-
man Bharat, PM Awas 
Yojana (Urban), SBM 
(Urban), PM eBus Sewa, 
AMRUT, PM Bhartiya 
Jan Aushadi Pariyojana, 
Ujjala Yojana, Subhagya 
Yojana, Digital Payment 
Infrastructure, Khelo 
India, RCS:UDAN, Vande 
Bharat Trains, and Amrit 
Bharat Station scheme. 
In rural areas, the focus 
is on schemes such 
as Ayushman Bharat 

PMJAY, PMGKAY, DAY-
NRLM, PM Awas Yojana 
Rural, PM Ujjwala Yojana, 
PM Kisan Samman, PM 
Vishwakarma, KCC, PM 
Poshan Abhiyan, JJM, 
and SVAMITVA.

The ‘Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra’ stands 
as a firm commitment by 
the government to build 
a prosperous and equi-
table India. By promoting 
government schemes, 
creating awareness, and 
directly engaging with 
beneficiaries, the yatra 
aims to bring about posi-
tive change at the grass-
roots level, paving the 
way for an inclusive and 
developed nation.

As this yatra continues 
its journey across the 
country, it is expected 
to impact the lives of 
millions, ensuring their 
access to essential ser-
vices, financial assis-
tance, healthcare, hous-
ing, and more. The enthu-
siastic participation of the 
public demonstrates their 
collective commitment to 
building a brighter and 
more prosperous future, 
in line with the govern-
ment’s vision.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra spreads 
message of development at Sarain 
Panchayat in Samba District

VBSY: IEC Van Traverses  across Panchayats of 
Budhal, Budhal New Blocks in Rajouri District
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Startup hBits offers Rs 28 
cr-commercial property 
in Mumbai to HNIs for 
fractional ownership

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 
(Agencies): hBits, which 
facilitates fractional 
real estate ownership, 
has identified a Rs 28 
crore commercial prop-
erty in Mumbai and is 
approaching high-net-
worth individuals for 
investments. Investors 
can typically get a part 
of the ownership of such 
properties for as little Rs 
25 lakh.

The company has 
identified 13,500 square 
feet of commercial real 
estate in Goregaon, 
Mumbai.

Through this asset, it 
aims to create an invest-
ment opportunity worth 
Rs 27.31 crore for retail 
investors.

The commercial asset 

will be leased to an 
Indian-origin tech multi-
national firm, which will 
renew the agreement 
for the fourth term, hBits 
said in a statement.

The lease duration 
will be five years, with a 
tenant lock-in period of 
three years.

“Further, the purchase 
price of the asset trans-
lates to a gross entry 
yield of 9 per cent with 
an expected internal 
rate of return of 15.49 
per cent,” the company 
said.

With the launch of this 
new property, the total 
assets under manage-
ment (AUM) of hBits has 
reached about Rs 260 
crore.

By March 2024, the 

platform aims to achieve 
an AUM of Rs 500 crore.

hBits founder and 
CEO Shiv Parekh said, 
“The launch of our latest 
asset comes at a strate-
gic time when Mumbai is 
solidifying its spot as the 
commerce capital of the 
country.

Several global busi-
nesses are setting up 
offices in the city, which 
is driving a rapid surge 
in the demand and pop-
ularity of commercial 
real estate”.

With Sebi giving its 
nod to create a regula-
tory framework for the 
facilitation of small and 
medium real estate 
investment trusts (SM 
REITs), he said the frac-
tional ownership of real 
estate is now expected 
to witness increased 
participation from retail 
investors.

Founded in 2019 by 
Shiv Parekh, headquar-
tered in Mumbai, hBits 
group has an AUM of 
Rs 260 crore from their 
9 existing properties.

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 
(Agencies): The Indian 
hospitality and tourism 
sector is expected to 
see accelerated hiring 
going forward after wit-
nessing a robust growth 
this year with domestic 
travels leading the way, 
according to industry 
players.

With a report by the 
Hotel Association of 
India (HAI) project-
ing the hotel industry’s 
direct contribution to 
India’s GDP to reach 
USD 1 trillion by 2047, 
experts believe there 
will be a minimum of 25 
per cent rise in the need 
for workforce, with the 
adjacent industries like 
travel, aviation, ticket 
booking, travel guides, 
and consultants to be 
increasingly in demand.

“The hotel industry’s 
direct contribution to 
India’s GDP reaching 
USD 1 trillion by 2047 is 
a significant milestone. 
This substantial growth 
will undoubtedly bol-
ster job creation within 
the sector, providing 

employment to millions 
of individuals across 
diverse skill sets,” HAI 
Vice President K B 
Kachru told agency.

Kachru, who is also 
Chairman Emeritus & 
Principal Advisor, South 
Asia Radisson Hotel 
Group, further said fol-
lowing the pandemic, 
the hospitality sector 
has undergone a huge 
transformation, entirely 
reshaping the employ-
ment landscape.

“We have witnessed 
a paradigm shift in how 
we operate, with more 
emphasis being put on 

adaptability, digital inno-
vation, and a heightened 
focus on guest safety 
and well-being,” he 
added.

Expressing similar 
views, Chalet Hotels 
Chief Human Resourc-
es Officer (CHRO) Urvi 
Aradhya said, “Post-
pandemic employment 
landscape in the hos-
pitality sector reflects a 
blend of technological 
integration, an increased 
emphasis on health and 
safety, a focus on local 
tourism, and a shift 
towards more flexible 
work arrangements.

“In terms of the expect-
ed hiring trend, recruit-
ment agency Gi Group 
Vice President Sudeep 
Sen said, “With the 
world of work specific to 
the hospitality industry, 
along with allied ones, 
looking extremely bright, 
we are going to witness 
a minimum influx of 25 
per cent increase in the 
need of workforce.

“He further said adja-
cent industries like 
travel, aviation, ticket 
booking, travel guides/
consultants will be 
increasingly in demand 
and it is estimated that 

the increase will also be 
in the range of 15-18 per 
cent, depending on the 
seasonality of the travel 
destinations.

“There will be increas-
ing demand for digital 
content creators, social 
media managers, sus-
tainability consultants 
for hotels and resorts, 
vegan — food & bever-
age specialists, spa & 
healthcare specialists,” 
Sen added.

Royal Orchid Hotels 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Chander 
K Baljee said there is 
a significant surge in 
domestic travel across 
India, leading to an 
increase in the availabil-
ity of accommodations 
across various catego-
ries, including 3-, 4-, and 
5-star establishments.

“With this expansion, 
there is also a corre-
sponding addition to 
the workforce...we have 
proactively undertaken 
recruitment of fresh 
staff,” he said.

After a sparkling 2023, hotels sector hopeful of 
continued momentum in 2024

The Indian hospitality and tourism sector is expected to see accelerated hiring going 
forward after witnessing a robust growth this year with domestic travels leading the way

BEIJING, Dec 10 
(Agencies): Deflation 
in China accelerated 
in November, official 
data showed, underlin-
ing the difficulties the 
world’s second-largest 
economy faces in reviv-
ing slowing demand.

The figures came 
after President Xi Jin-
ping said Friday that 
the Asian giant’s post-
pandemic recovery was 
“still at a critical stage” 
and warned of “increas-
ing adverse factors in 
the international politi-
cal and economic envi-
ronment”.

The consumer price 
index, the main gauge of 
inflation, fell 0.5 percent 
year-on-year, according 
to the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS).

NBS official Dong 
Lijuan said in a state-
ment that the decline 
was linked to “downward 
fluctuations in the prices 
of energy and food”.

The corresponding 
figure for October was 
a decline of 0.2 percent.

While deflation sug-
gests goods were 
cheaper, it poses a 

threat to the broader 
economy as consumers 
tend to postpone pur-
chases in the hopes of 
further reductions.

A lack of demand can 
then force companies to 
cut production, freeze 
hiring or lay off workers, 
while potentially also 
having to discount exist-
ing stocks -- dampen-
ing profitability even as 
costs remain the same.

The NBS also said pro-
ducer prices sank for the 
14th consecutive month, 
sliding three percent 
year-on-year compared 
to 2.6 percent the previ-
ous month.

Dong attributed the 
decline to “a rebound 
in international oil 
prices which weakened 
demand for some indus-
trial goods”.

China’s economy grew 
a modest 4.9 percent in 
the third quarter, slightly 
below Beijing’s annual 
target of around five per-
cent, which is one of its 
lowest in years.

Xi urged measures to 
boost the economy at 
a meeting of the ruling 

Communist Party’s 
Politburo, state broad-
caster CCTV reported.

“It is necessary to 
focus on accelerat-
ing the construction 
of a modern industrial 
system, expand domes-
tic demand, (and) pre-
vent and defuse risks,” 
he said.

Xi also emphasised 
the need to shore up 
“self-reliance” in key 
science and technology 
sectors, and to “accel-
erate the construction 
of a new development 
layout”.

Officials have strug-
gled to sustain a recov-
ery from the impact of 
the pandemic, even 
after removing strict 
and at times draconian 
containment measures 
at the end of 2022.

Exports rose in 
November for the first 
time in seven months, 
officials announced 
Thursday, although the 
reading compares with 
a low base from last 
year when the impact 
of Covid policies was 
being felt the most.

China deflation accelerated 
in November: Official data

NEW DELHI, Dec 
10 (Agencies): Capital 
markets regulator Sebi 
is looking to come out 
with a framework for 
the issuance of subordi-
nate units by REITs and 
InvITs to sponsors and 
their associates.

Additionally, the regu-
lator has proposed a 
framework for unit-
based employee ben-
efits (UBEB) in the con-
text of REITs (real estate 
investment trusts) and 
InvITs (infrastructure 
investment trusts).

The Securities and 
Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has sought 
comments from the 
public till Dec 29 on the 
proposals.

Under the proposed 
framework, subordinate 
units can be issued 
only to the sponsor, its 
associates and sponsor 
group. Such units should 
carry only inferior voting 
as compared to ordinary 
units and the units can 
be issued to the eligible 
entities in the initial offer 
or in any offering subse-
quent to the initial offer, 

Sebi said in its consulta-
tion paper.

It further suggested 
that subordinate units 
can only be transferred 
inter-se amongst the 
sponsor entities.

“Any issuance of sub-
ordinate units post initial 
offer shall require prior 
approval from 75 per 
cent of the unitholders 
by value.

Sponsor(s), spon-
sor group, associates 
of sponsor(s) and any 
other parties related to 
the transaction shall not 
vote on such matters,” 
Sebi suggested.

The regulator sug-
gested that subordinate 
units and ordinary units 

must be issued under 
separate ISINs and 
such units should not 
be considered for the 
purpose of mandatory 
minimum unitholding 
requirements applicable 
to sponsors.

It further recommend-
ed that the entitlement 
date including perfor-
mance benchmark for 
conversion of subordi-
nate units to ordinary 
units should be clearly 
defined and specified in 
the offer document.

Further, a one-time 
extension in the entitle-
ment date should be 
permitted for a maxi-
mum period of one year 
subject to certain condi-

tions.
“The minimum time 

gap between issuance 
of subordinate units and 
entitlement date / event 
for conversion of subor-
dinate units to ordinary 
units shall be one year,” 
Sebi suggested.

The current rules 
permit REITs and InvITs 
to issue subordinate 
units only to the spon-
sors and associates.

However, there is no 
framework detailing the 
mechanism for issuance 
of subordinate units.

On unit-based employ-
ee benefits, Sebi has 
proposed that the 
manager of REIT or 
the investment man-
ager of InvIT can offer 
UBEB schemes for their 
employees based on the 
units of REIT or InvIT.

The implementation of 
the scheme should be 
done through a separate 
Employee Benefit Trust 
(EB Trust) which can be 
created by the manager 
of a REIT or investment 
manager of InvIT.

The units held by EB 

Trust should be used 
only for the limited pur-
pose of providing unit-
based employee ben-
efits.

The EB trust should not 
undertake any transfer 
or sale of units of REIT/
InvIT held by it except 
for providing unit-based 
benefits to the employ-
ees of the manager or 
investment manager.

The trustee of the EB 
Trust should not be eli-
gible to vote on account 
of the units of the REIT/
InvIT held by it.

For the purpose of 
disclosure to the recog-
nized stock exchange, 
the unitholding of the EB 
Trust should be shown 
as “non-sponsor and 
non-public” unitholding.

The provisions of 
Sebi’s insider trading 
PFUTP (Prohibition of 
Fraudulent and Unfair 
Trade Practices) rules 
should apply to the man-
ager / investment man-
ager, its directors, its key 
managerial personnel, 
recipients of UBEB and 
EB Trust.

Sebi mulling framework for issuance of 
subordinate units by REITs, InvITs to sponsors

SAO PAULO, Dec 10 (Agen-
cies): Blood clotting (throm-
bosis) in the capillary vessels 
of the lungs is one of the first 
consequences of severe Covid-
19, even preceding the respira-
tory distress caused by diffuse 
alveolar damage, according to 
a study. 

The study, published in the 
Journal of Applied Physiology, 
described autopsies of nine 
patients who died after devel-
oping the severe form of the 
disease showed a clearly typi-
fied condition involving altera-
tions to lung vascularisation and 
thrombosis.

For the first time, the study 
describes sub-cellular aspects 
of the endothelial damage and 
associated thrombotic phenom-
ena caused by the infection.

It notes the impact of acute 
inflammation on lung microvas-
cular circulation as the key factor 
in severe Covid-19, contributing 
to a deeper understanding of the 
pathophysiology of the disease 
and the development of novel 
therapeutic strategies.

“This study furnished the final 
proof of what we’d been pointing 
out since the very start of the 
pandemic that severe Covid-19 

is a thrombotic disease.
The virus SARS-CoV-2 has 

tropism for (is attracted to) the 
endothelium, the layer of cells 
that lines blood vessels. When 
it invades endothelial cells, it 
first affects microvascular cir-
culation,” said pulmonologist 
Elnara Negri, Professor at the 
University of Sao Paulo’s Medi-
cal School (FM-USP).

“The problem starts in the 
capillaries of the lungs (the tiny 
blood vessels that surround the 
alveoli), followed by clotting in 
the larger vessels that can reach 
any other organ,” Negri added.

In the study, the researchers 
used transmission and scanning 
electron microscopy to observe 
the effects of the virus on lung 
endothelial cells from severe 
Covid patients who died.

All nine samples obtained by 
minimally invasive autopsies 
displayed a high prevalence 
of thrombotic microangiopathy 
microscopic blood clots in small 
arteries and capillaries that can 
lead to organ damage and isch-
emic tissue injury. The samples 
came from patients who were 
hospitalised between March and 
May 2020, required intubation 

and intensive care, and died 
owing to refractory hypoxemia 
and acute respiratory failure.

The researchers found that 
endothelial injury tended to pre-
cede two common processes 
in cases of respiratory distress: 
significant alveolar capillary 
membrane leakage and intra-
alveolar accumulation of fibrin 
(associated with blood clotting 
and wound healing).

“In Covid-19, the clotting is 
due to endothelial injury and 
exacerbated by NETosis (an 
immune mechanism involving 
programmed cell death via for-
mation of neutrophil extracellu-
lar traps or NETs), dysmorphic 
red blood cells and platelet acti-
vation, all of which makes the 
blood thicker and causes many 
complications,” Negri said.

When the blood is thick and 
highly thrombogenic, she 
added, the patient must be kept 
hydrated, whereas diffuse alve-
olar damage in acute respira-
tory distress syndromes due to 
other causes requires reduced 
hydration.

“Also, the timing and rigorous 
control of anticoagulation are 
fundamental,” she stressed.

Severe Covid-19 is a thrombotic disease: Study

NEW YORK, Dec 10 (Agencies): 
Maternal inflammation during pregnan-
cy may be associated with anxiety and 
depression, and aggression in children, 
according to a study.

While inflammation is a normal bodily 
response to injury or infection, the team 
wanted to learn whether factors linked 
to inflammation during pregnancy might 
be associated with dysregulation in 
children.

“Dysregulation” in this context refers to 
children’s attention, anxiety and depres-
sion, and aggression being measurably 
different from what is typically expected 
at their age.

More youth with dysregulation (35 per 
cent) were born to mothers with prena-

tal infections compared with 28 per cent 
of youth without dysregulation.

Other maternal factors studied, includ-
ing being overweight before pregnancy, 
attaining less education, and smoking 
during pregnancy, were associated with 
higher likelihoods of childhood dysregu-
lation.

Children and adolescents who had a 
parent or sibling with a mental health 
disorder were also more likely to experi-
ence dysregulation.

“Addressing factors and treating con-
ditions associated with behaviour chal-
lenges may help improve outcomes for 
these children,” said Jean Frazier, of 
the University of Massachusetts Chan 
Medical School.

The study also found that boys were 
more often affected than girls.

Researchers used the Child Behav-
iour Checklist (CBCL) to measure 
aggressive behaviour, anxiety/depres-
sion, and attention problems in children. 
Approximately 13.4 per cent of children 
and adolescents in the study met the 
criteria for the CBCL Dysregulation 
Profile.

This study included 4,595 participants 
(ages 6-18 years) across the US.

Maternal inflammation in 
pregnancy may cause anxiety 
& depression in kids
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BCCI will finalise tenure of 
head coach Rahul Dravid 
and his support staff after 
South Africa tour: Jay Shah

NEW DELHI, Dec 10 
(Agencies): The Board 
of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) sec-
retary Jay Shah said 
that the board will sit 
and talk with Rahul 
Dravid about the dura-
tion of his tenure as 
the head coach of the 
Indian team once he 
returns from the tour of 
South Africa. The time 
between the World Cup 
and the South Africa 
trip was so short that, 
despite offering Rahul 
Dravid and his team an 
extension, the tenure 
could not be confirmed, 
which will happen 
after they return from 
the Rainbow Nation, 
according to Jay Shah.

“We have given the 
extension but we are yet 
to finalise the contract. 
We did not get time at 
all, they finished (with 
the World Cup). I had 

a meeting with them 
(Dravid & Co.) and we 
agreed mutually that 
they would continue. We 
will sit down and decide 
once they return from 
South Africa,” the BCCI 
secretary said.

Dravid is set to begin 
his second stint with 
Team India during the 
South Africa tour com-
mencing on December 
10, featuring three ODIs 
and T20Is each along 
with two Tests, with the 
red-ball segment kicking 
off on December 26.

After this, the team 
will play in a home 
series against England, 
consisting of five Test 
matches, leading up to 
the ICC T20 World Cup 
in June, to be held in the 
West Indies/USA. Addi-
tionally, a T20I series 
against Afghanistan is 
scheduled for January.

Before the South 

Africa Tour, Dravid was 
quizzed about his con-
tract length. He replied: 
“It’s announced officially, 
I haven’t signed any-
thing yet (on contract 
duration), let the papers 
come officially from the 
BCCI.”.

Dravid replaced Ravi 
Shastri after a disap-
pointing ICC T20 World 
Cup campaign in 2021, 
where India crashed out 
in the Super 12 stage. 
Dravid was appointed 
for a two-year term, 
which ended with India’s 
runners-up finish in the 
ICC ODI World Cup 
at home. Head coach 
Rahul Dravid, batting 
coach Vikram Rathour, 
fielding coach T Dilip 
and bowling coach 
Paras Mhambrey will 
continue their stint with 
Team India as BCCI 
extended their con-
tracts.

DURBAN, Dec 10 (Agen-
cies): A young Indian outfit 
will be asked tough questions, 
answers to which might not be 
readily available, when it faces 
a sturdy South African side in a 
three-match T20 International 
starting here on today.

With injured skipper Hardik 
Pandya out till the start of IPL, 
lead pacer Jasprit Bumrah 
taking a break and not much 
clarity over Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma’s T20 future ahead of 
the World Cup in June, one 
wouldn’t be able to read much 
into either success or failure of 
the team in South Africa.

A clearer picture about India’s 
core for the T20 showpiece 
would only emerge after a 
month of IPL, with form and 
fitness at that point being the 
criteria for selection.

If Rohit and Virat are picked 
in the playing XI, the core will 
suddenly become very different 
from the team that is now tour-
ing ‘Rainbow Nation’.

Suryakumar Yadav-led side 
beat Australia 4-1 on fabulous 
batting tracks at home but even 
the most partisan Indian fan 
would agree that there was so 
much less at stake in a series 
that was held within 72 hours of 
the World Cup.

Australia’s core bowling 
attack was rested and some of 
the seniors were so tired that 
they left for home after the third 
game, having spent almost nine 
weeks in India.

The South Africa series in that 
context is the last big interna-
tional T20 series that India play 
followed by one against Afghani-
stan in mid-January.

Even with their pace bowl-

ing mainstays, Kagiso Rabada 
(rested) and Anrich Nortje and 
Lungi Ngidi injured, the Proteas 
at home will be more than a 
handful.

Batting combination conun-
drum

India are carrying 17 players 
for the T20 series and only three 
of them -- Shreyas Iyer, Mukesh 
Kumar and Ishan Kishan -- are 
also part of the 50-over format.

There will be multiple bones of 
contention, the openers and No. 
3, who will have to shed their 
archaic safety-first approach 
that had been  India’s bane in 
previous T20 World Cups.

Yashasvi Jaiswal has already 
shown that he belongs to this 
level and Shubman Gill is now 
one of the first picks across 
formats while Ruturaj Gaikwad 
after his 52-ball-100 will be that 
much difficult to ignore.

And herein lies the problem 
as Ishan Kishan isn’t a great 
option beyond No. 4 if the troika 
of Jaiswal, Gill and Gaikwad bat. 
And at No. 4 is the world’s No. 1 
T20 batter and skipper Suryaku-
mar Yadav, who is the only auto-
matic choice as far as T20 World 
Cup is concerned.

Then there is the wicketkeep-
er’s slot where Kishan, who 
will have stiff fight from Jitesh 
Sharma, who is evolving nicely 
as a finisher at No. 6.

There is a No. 5 slot where 
Shreyas, who is not exactly a 
slam-bang from word “go” but 
an IPL skipper, is expected to 
be challenged with short-pitched 
stuff by the likes of Marco 
Jansen, Gerald Coetzee and 
Andile Phehlukwayo.

But if one plays Iyer, then there 
would be no place for Rinku 
Singh, another designated fin-
isher, who himself said on BCCI.
TV, that he will be batting at No. 
5.

In case Kishan doesn’t find a 
place in top four, then Jitesh is 
the option at No. 6.

For the likes of Ruturaj, Jaisw-
al, Rinku and Jitesh, the extra 
bounce on offer at Kingsmead 
will pose a different sort of 
challenge as those with supe-
rior back-foot play will be para-
mount.   

Bowling picks are easier
The Indian bowling attack was 

put to sword by Australia in most 
games but in South Africa, the 
length would be doubly impor-

tant as the younger crop might 
find it enticing to dig it in due to 
the extra bounce.

While there won’t be Quinton 
de Kock in the mix anymore, 
Heinrich Klaasen, David Miller, 
skipper Aiden Markram, hard-
hitting Tristan Stubbs and new 
batting sensation Matthew 
Breetzske could make life dif-
ficult for Indian bowlers.

While Ravindra Jadeja is the 
vice-captain in this series and 
is expected to bat at No. 7, Axar 
Patel, who hasn’t been picked 
for the series, will certainly be 
around when the squad for the 
marquee event is selected.

The second spinner will cer-
tainly be googly specialist Ravi 
Bishnoi, who is now world’s No. 
1 ranked T20 spinner.

Deepak Chahar, Arshdeep 
Singh and Mukesh Kumar 
are expected to be the three 
straight-forward pace bowling 
choices.   

Teams
India: Suryakumar Yadav (c), 

Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman 
Gill, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Tilak 
Varma, Rinku Singh, Shreyas 
Iyer, Ishan Kishan (wk), Jitesh 
Sharma (wk), Ravindra Jadeja 
(vc), Washington Sundar, Ravi 
Bishnoi, Kuldeep Yadav, Arsh-
deep Singh, Mohd Siraj, Mukesh 
Kumar, Deepak Chahar.

South Africa: Aiden Markram 
(c), Ottniel Baartman, Matthew 
Breetzke, Nandre Burger, Gerald 
Coetzee (1st and 2nd T20Is), 
Donovan Ferreira, Reeza Hen-
dricks, Marco Jansen (1st and 
2nd T20Is), Heinrich Klaasen, 
Keshav Maharaj, David Miller, 
Andile Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz 
Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs and 
Lizaad Williams.

Young India aim for right answers in first T20I 
against South Africa

The South Africa series is the last big international T20 series that India play followed 
by one against Afghanistan in mid-January

DURBAN, Dec 10 (Agencies): South 
Africa will pose a steep challenge to the 
young Indian side in the T20I series, 
but captain Suryakumar Yadav said 
that the thought of producing a stellar 
effort out of their “comfort zone” should 
work as a motivation for the players.

India will face the Proteas in the first 
T20I of the three-match series here 
on today.

“When you go outside India, you’re 
always out of your comfort zone and 
when you do really well out of your 
comfort zone, it makes a lot of noise 
and that really encourages the boys. 
So, really looking forward to the series,” 
said Suryakumar during his pre-match 
press conference.

Suryakumar backed his fledgling 
squad to show character in the face of 
a daunting opposition.

“The guys whom I am watching right 
now in the T20s are very expressive, 
very fearless. I have that attitude. They 
aren’t afraid of failure. Whatever hap-
pens if they do good or if they don’t get 
runs on that given day, their attitude 
remains the same.

“I think that balance is really important 
and I have just told them just enjoy this 
format, just be yourself,” said Suryaku-
mar.

He gave the examples of Rinku Singh 
and Jitesh Sharma, who played a piv-
otal role in the home series win against 
Australia, to underscore his point about 
the young cricketers.

“Rinku and Jitesh so far have the 
opportunity to bat in the same slot (for 
India) as their state or IPL teams. I have 
told them to do what they have been 
doing for those teams. They did exactly 
that (against Australia), showing some 
character in some tough situations,” he 
noted.

The bounce and pace on South Afri-
can pitches will certainly test this group 
of young cricketers, and the captain 
said his wards are well-equipped to ace 
that scrutiny.

“I think the key to success to playing 
on such wickets will be to be yourself. 
We’ve played on all fast tracks in India 
and everyone is really equipped for it.

“And regarding the strokes for the 
batsmen, they’ve already battered on 
these kinds of wickets and I’m sure they 
will enjoy playing in South Africa,” he 

said.
India will have a mere six more T20Is 

ahead of the T20 World Cup 2024, but 
Suryakumar down played the minimal 
number factor.

“There are only limited T20s before 
the T20 WC. But then we play 14 
league games in the IPL and players 
have already played a lot of games and 
they have a lot of experience under their 
belt.

“So, I don’t think there’ll be an issue 
when selecting the squad (for WC) 
because everyone knows their role 
really well,” he explained.

Suryakumar has been elevated as 
India T20I captain after Hardik Pandya’s 
injury, and the Mumbai cricketer said he 
has been enjoying the experience.

“From personal point of view, it (cap-
taincy) is a big responsibility. I really 
enjoyed it in the last series (against 
Australia). I would love to do the same 
(winning) in the coming series in South 
Africa.

“From the larger perspective, I feel 
we’ll see what comes ahead but for now 
let’s focus on the series.”

The 33-year-old admitted that the 
one-day World Cup final defeat against 
Australia was a heartbreaking one but 
the series win against the same opposi-
tion, albeit, in a different format, was a 
morale booster for them.

“It was a little bit of disappointment 
(WC final defeat), which will be diffi-
cult to move on from. But as I always 
say the show must go on. But after that 
there was a nice T20 series against 
Australia. We really enjoyed it.

“It was a different format. It (the series 
win) was a big boost for the boys,” he 
signed off.

It’s encouraging when you 
do well out of your comfort 
zone: Suryakumar Yadav 
on South Africa series

MUMBAI, Dec 10 (Agencies): 
The England women sealed the 
T20I series with a four-wicket 
win against India in a low-scor-
ing thrilling affair in Mumbai.

Charlotte Dean was the star of 
the show for England as India 
were rocked early by the Eng-
lish bowler rocked India early 
on to ensure they were just 
restricted for 80 runs in the first 
innings. 

After winning the toss, Eng-
land put India into bat and had 
instant success.

Shafali Verma, who scored a 
valiant fifty in the first match, 
was dismissed for a duck in 
the second ball of the match by 
Dean as she trapped her infront 
of the stumps.

Smriti Mandhana looked to get 
going with a couple of bound-
aries, before she was also dis-

missed by Dean. 
India were in deep trouble 

soon after as captain Harman-
preet Kaur was trapped in front 
of the stumps by Nat Sciver-
Brunt.

Jemimah Rodrigues played 
a sturdy innings of 30 from 33 
balls but she didn’t get much 

support from the other end as 
the likes of Sophie Eccelstone 
and Lauren Bell chipped in with 
a couple of wickets to ensure 
that the Indian innings ended 
with just two double-digit scores 
in the end.

What seemed to be an easy 
task for England turned out to 

be mighty difficult in the end as 
Renuka Singh produced a bit of 
magic in the third over as Sophia 
Dunkley and Danni Wyatt were 
dismissed. Alice Capsey and 
Sciver-Brunt would steady the 
ship with a 42-run partnership.

Pooja Vastrakar would then 
clean up Sciver-Brunt in front of 
the stumps, which would then 
start a frenetic period for the 
visitors. Alice Capsey would be 
dismissed shortly after and then 
Deepti Sharma would make 
things interesting.

The Indian spinner picked up 
two wickets in two balls as Amy 
Jones and Freya Kemp both 
returned to the pavilion quickly.

In the end, Heather Knight 
and Sophie Eccelstone would 
see the team home to ensure 
the series was sealed and the 
match was won by four wickets.

IND vs ENG 2nd T20I: England women seal 
series with thrilling win in low-scoring affair

NEW DELHI, Dec 
10 (Agencies): The 
much-delayed Wres-
tling Federation of India 
(WFI) elections will be 
held on December 21 
and the results will be 
announced the same 
day, said returning offi-
cer for the polls.

A statement issued by 
the office of the return-
ing officer, Justice (retd) 
MM Kumar said polling, 
counting of votes and 
declaration of results 
will be done on the same 

day and the result of the 
elections shall be sub-
ject to the outcome of 
the writ petition pending 
before the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court.

The elections, to be 
held during the special 
general body meeting, 
will be staged as per 
the electoral list made 
on August 7, quelling 
apprehensions that the 
entire process might 
start all over again.

“All steps up to the 
stage of preparation and 

display of the final list of 
contesting candidates 
were completed (on Aug 
7) and various activities 
like polling, counting of 
votes and declaration of 
result alone were left,” 
said a statement issued 
by the returning officer 
for the polls.

“The elections of the 
WFI were stayed by 
the Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court on 
11.08.2023 just a day 
before the poll and there-
fore, polling could not be 
held on 12.08.2023... 
the Supreme Court 
has vacated the stay 
orders and therefore the 
remaining steps like poll-
ing etc. will now recom-
mence on 21.12.2023 
as per the following 
revised schedule,” said 
the statement.

“Result of the above 
elections shall, how-
ever, be subject to the 
outcome of the Writ Peti-
tion pending before the 

Punjab and Haryana 
High Court,” added the 
statement.

After several post-
ponements, the WFI 
elections have been 
made possible after the 
Supreme Court recent-
ly set aside the stay 
imposed by the Punjab 
and Haryana HC.

An IOA-constituted 
ad-hoc panel, led by 
Wushu Association of 
India chief Bhupender 
Singh Bajwa, is cur-
rently managing the 
day-to-day activities of 
the WFI after the sports 
ministry suspended the 
federation headed by 
Brij Bhushan Sharan 
Singh over allegations 
of sexual harassment 
levelled against him by 
top Indian grapplers.

Several wrestlers, 
including Olympic med-
allists Bajrang Punia 
and Sakshi Malik, sat 
in protest at the Jantar 
Mantar here for more 

than two months to pro-
test against the alleged 
sexual harassment of 
female grapplers by Brij 
Bhushan.

The election process, 
which was set in motion 
in July, has been delayed 
because of court cases.

This has further led to 
the suspension of the 
WFI by the international 
federation, United World 
Wrestling, for failing to 
conduct fresh polls in 
the time stipulated by 
them.

Indian wrestlers con-
tinue to participate in 
international competi-
tions under the UWW 
flag because of the sus-
pension of the national 
body.

The ad-hoc panel head 
Bajwa said the poll-
ing will be held at the 
Olympic Bhawan here 
and the “agenda/items 
will be the same as per 
notice issued earlier on 
21st July 2023.”

Wrestling Federation elections to be held on 
December 21, results on same day
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: Jammu and 

Kashmir BJP general secretary 
(org) Ashok Koul, alongwith 
State Vice President Shakti 
Parihar, District President Vijay 
Mohan, former MLA Bhaderwah 
Daleep Singh Parihar, Secretary 
(org) Vipan Sharma and other 
senior party leaders, addressed 
a large public gathering under 
“Booth Jan Samvad Maha Abhi-
yaan” at panchayat Paryot A and 
B, in Khellani mandal of district 
Doda.

Ashok Koul, while addressing 
the gathering, said that like other 
parts of the country, Jammu and 
Kashmir, too has been benefit-
ted by the development projects 
and the welfare schemes of BJP 
government under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. For the first 
time in the history of J&K, the 
people here have witnessed 
the real development in vari-
ous fields. Widening of existing 
roads, expressways, construc-
tion of flyovers, extending rail 
connectivity, upgradation and 

modernization of railway sta-
tions and airports, mega power 
projects, prestigious educational 
institutions like IIT, IIIM, estab-
lishing premier healthcare infra-
structure, medical colleges at 
district levels, are among large 
list of what this UT has got from 
Modi government in less than 
ten years.

Ashok Koul said that almost 
every citizen of J&K has been 
covered under welfare schemes 
of the Union Government. The 
poor, women, farmers, youth, 
refugees, displaced persons, 

all have got share in centrally 
sponsored schemes. Today, 
there has been a change in the 
socio- economic status of many 
sections, he said.

Ashok Koul said that large 
number of people attending the 
“Booth Jan Samvad Maha Abhi-
yaan” programmes and rallies 
are from among the beneficia-
ries of welfare schemes. They 
come to these programmes to 
express gratitude to the PM for 
coming forward as messiah and 
make their lives dignified.

Shakti Parihar, said that the 

people of hilly and far-flung 
areas were the worst sufferers 
for decades together when there 
were Congress, NC and PDP 
in power. It is only BJP gov-
ernment under PM Narendra 
Modi, which treated all regions, 
faiths equal in its programmes 
and policies. Modi government 
bridged the gap between rural 
and urban, plain and hilly areas 
and presented true model of 
concern for one and all.

Dalip Singh Parihar, spoke on 
various projects of road con-
nectivity in hilly areas and said 
that an era of development has 
begun and better means of com-
munication will go a long way in 
promoting local business and 
create employment opportuni-
ties.

Later, the party leaders took 
out a Vijay rally in the town to 
celebrate the party’s recent 
splendid victory in Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chattis-
garh assemblies. They also dis-
tributed sweets and termed the 
landslide victory as the endorse-
ment of the good governance of 
PM Narendra Modi.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: ‘ 

NAMIT’a dogri novel 
written by InderjeetKe-
sarwas released by 
DogriSanstha Jammu in 
a simple but an impres-
sive function organized 
at KunwarViyogi Audi-
torium, DogriBhawan, 
Karan Nagar Jammu. 
Sunil Sethi, senior advo-
cate was the chief guest 
on the occasion, Om 
Goswami, an eminent 
litterateur was Special 
Guest whereas the book 
release function was 
presided over by Prof. 
LalitMagotra ,President 
DogriSanstha Jammu.

It is pertinent to add 
here that InderjeetKe-
sar is an eminent name 
in dogri literature having 
carved a niche for him 
with colossal contri-
butions as a novelist, 
essayist and poet. He 
has been awarded with 
prestigious Sahitya 
Academy Award for his 

novel ‘BHAGIRATH’ in 
2018.  He has more than 
22 books to his credit. 
On the occasion, he also 
shared his long journey 
as a writer, about the 
process involved in writ-
ing NAMIT and his grow-
ing inclination towards 
writing novels. 

Sunil Sethi in his 
address as the chief 
guest recalled the con-
tributions made by 
InderjeetKesar for dogri 
literature. He said that 
regular writing is not so 
easy but InderjeetKe-
sar’s regular contribu-
tions as an established 
writer is an inspiration for 
others. Om Goswami, 
the special guest while 
welcoming new novel 
said that writing a novel 
demands something 
extra from novelist that 
has been ably proved 
by InderjeetKesar, who 
has the credit of having 
maximum novels to his 
credit in dogri language. 
Prof. LalitMagotrawhile 

giving complements to 
the novelist on the new 
novel said in his presi-
dential address that 
other writers should 
seek an inspiration from 
InderjeetKesar, who is 
so devoted and dedicat-
ed for writing with a mis-
sion of enriching dogri 
literature with a book 
every year and this mis-
sion has been going on 
for many years now. He 
hoped that he will con-
tinue with his mission for 
literature in future also.

Dr. ChanchalBhasin 
presented a detailed 
paper on the novel.
The function was con-
ducted by eminent the-
atre activist and dogri 
poet PawanVerma and 
Dr.ChanchalBhasin 
presented vote of 
thanks. The function 
was attended in good 
number by dogri littera-
teurs, literature lovers 
and family members of 
Inderjeet Kesar.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10:  

Natrang presented a new 
Hindi play ‘Ajgar Raaj’ 
written by Chiranjeet and 
directed by Neeraj Kant 
here today at Natrang 
Studio Theatre in its 
weekly Sunday Theatre 
series.

The play ‘Ajgar Raaj’ 
attacks imperial ist, 
expansionist and oppor-
tunistic policies of our 
neighboring country by 
highlighting its efforts to 
push mankind across the 
world towards destructive 
weapons, bloody wars 
and the propagation of 
destruction.

The play begins at the 
court of Ajgar Raaj, where 
he is celebrating his 74th 
birthday with his com-
mander, tells him that 
his master Shaitaan had 
given him a boon that if 
he completes 73 years 
of his life, he will never 
die, becoming immortal. 
Along with this, he also 
declares his Commander 

as his crown prince in 
the absence of his Prime 
Minister.

On the occasion of his 
74th birthday, ‘Ajgar Raaj’ 
announces that today 
he has become immor-
tal, hence he should be 
considered as God and 
celebrating a huge cele-
bration all over the world, 
his “Lal Kitab” should be 
considered as the divine 
book of God.  After this, 
a commentary on the 
“Lal Kitab” is broadcast 
on the Radio, after which 
Ajgar Raaj orders the 
commander to broadcast 
it 101 times and to wipe 
out all religions and sects.  
Then a voice echoes in 
which the dragon king 
is warned that he is the 
enemy of humanity and 
world peace and all the 
dictators who declared 
themselves God have 
been killed, so he too 
will die soon.  Ignoring 
this warning, he cites 
the teachings of his “Lal 
Kitab” and says that the 
whole world is afraid of 

his destructive weapons.
At the same time, the 

Prime Minister of Ajgar 
Raaj who has returned 
from visiting many coun-
tries, tells that no one is 
afraid of him anymore, a 
civil war has broken out 
in his own country and 
people have blackened 
his pictures.  Many coun-
tries have expelled their 
citizens from their coun-
tries.  Angered by this, 
the dragon king says that 
Shahe Jhutistan should 
now be asked to attack 
India.  On this the Prime 
Minister says that Shahe 
Jhutistan wants us to 
attack them first.

The dragon king directs 
the commander to order 
the army to attack. Just 
then sounds of laughter 
start coming from all sides 
and the Prime Minister 
says that because of his 
words the whole world 
along with India is laugh-
ing at us and with this 
everyone starts laughing 
and the play ends. 

Natrang young artists 
who performed in the play 
included   Abhimanyu 
Choudhary, Harshul Kaul, 
Kushal Bhat and Chaitan-
ya Shekhar.  The lights of 
the play were executed by 
Sanket Bhagat who also 
rendered the music of the 
play. The show was coor-
dinated by Mohd. Yaseen 
and the presentations 
were done by Palshin 
Dutta.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: 

Apni Party Provincial 
President, Jammu, 
and Former Minister, 
S. Manjit Singh today 
demanded accountabil-
ity of the Govt officials 
who fail to perform and 
complete the devel-
opmental projects in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Former Minister 
was addressing a meet-
ing at village Pakhdi in 
Vijaypur Block, Samba 
District. The partici-
pants highlighted their 
concern about the slow 
pace of development 
and ignorance of their 
village regarding basic 
amenities.

In his address, Manjit 
Singh said the develop-

mental issues have mul-
tiplied because of the 
ignorant attitude of the 
authorities towards the 
concerns of the people.

He said that the devel-
opmental activities 
have declined, and the 
pending developmental 
projects have not been 
completed.

 “The officials are 
not held account-
able because there 
is no accountability in 
absence of an elected 
Govt. The situation has 
emerged because the 
authorities are working 
without consulting the 
public representation,” 
he said.

He said that the Elec-
tion Commission of 
India must hold Assem-
bly Elections in Jammu 

and Kashmir to address 
the growing concerns of 
the people.

 “The elected Govt is 
always answerable to 
the masses whereas 
the babus hardly care 
about the concerns of 
the people regarding 
development, employ-
ment, and basic ameni-
ties etc.,” he added.

As a result, he said that 
“There is anger among 
the people of both the 
regions because they 
feel dejected by the 
authorities. Therefore, 
it becomes important 
to hold elections and 
restore statehood that 
has been snatched and 
J&K was downgraded 
into a Union Territory 
from a historic State.”

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: 

Apni Party Provincial 
President Women Wing 
Jammu, Pavneet Kour 
has raised concern over 
the unscheduled elec-
tricity cuts in Jammu 
during the winter season 
that has put normal life 
out of gear.

As per a press 
release, a meeting was 
organized by District 
President Women Wing 
Jammu Urban, Ritu 
Pandita at ward number 
55 in Jammu. 

In this meeting, the 
issues of the above said 
wards were discussed 
threadbare by the par-
ticipants who expressed 
their faith in the Apni 
Party’s equitable devel-
opmental agenda.

In this meeting, 
Pavneet Kour also 
expressed concern over 
the unscheduled power 
cuts that have affected 
normal life especially 
during the winter season 
and the people are get-
ting huge electricity bills.

She demanded that 
the electricity consum-
ers should be provided 
24/7 electricity and 

waive off the electric-
ity charges to the poor 
families.

She said that the Apni 
Party believes that the 
people should not be 
overburdened with the 
electricity charges and 
relief should be provid-
ed to them by the Govt.

She however high-
lighted that the Apni 
Party has committed 
to provide 500 units of 
free electricity in Jammu 
during summers and 
300 units during winter 
season.

She also informed 
them that the Party aims 
to enhance up to 1 lakhs 
rupees and provide 
marriage assistance 
within shortest time to 
the women belonging to 
financially poor families.

 “The Apni Party has 
also committed in its 
agenda to provide the 
free cooking gas cylin-
ders to each poor family 
per year under Ujjawala 
Scheme,” she added 
while elaborating about 
the developmental and 
welfare schemes of the 
Apni Party that would be 
launched if forms next 
Govt in J&K.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: Shiv 

Sena (UBT) Jammu 
and Kashmir unit on 
expressed concern over 
the upcoming decision 
of Hon’ble High Court  
on Article 370 with “One 
Nation, One constitu-
tion, symbol”, protec-
tion of cultural identity, 
employment to local 
people, education, land 
etc.  has expressed 
hope of restoration of 
statehood with the privi-
leges and return of Leh-

Ladakh to Jammu and 
Kashmir.

 In a press confer-
ence held at the party’s 
central office in Jammu 
today, state chief 
Manish Sahni said that 
party founder venerable 
Bala Saheb Thackeray 
dream was “One Nation 
One constitution”  in the 
country.

There was a separate 
constitution and symbol 
under Article 370 in J&K.  
Shiv Sena has always 
been protested about 

this. Along with this, the 
daughters of Jammu 
and Kashmir were being 
deprived of their rights 
after marriage with out-
sider under 370, 35A, 
the Balmiki community, 
who have been living 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
for decades and have 
been providing their ser-
vices, and the West Pak 
migrants   was deprived 
of his democratic rights 
to vote.  Sahni said that

 Shiv Sena has always 
raised its voice on the 

rights of the local people 
and the protection of 
its cultural identity, our 
needle is not stuck only 
on Article 370.

 Sahni said that the 
wait for the decision 
of the Honorable High 
Court is almost over 
and we hope that with 
“One Country One 
Constitution” the local 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir will get pro-
tection of their cultural 
identity and access to 
jobs, educational insti-
tutions.  The privilege 
of reservation will be 
restored.  By restoring 
our statehood, the sepa-
rated Leh-Ladakh will be 
made a part of Jammu 
and Kashmir and the 
democratic process 
will soon be restored. 
On this occasion vice 
President Sanjeev Kohli, 
President Kamgar Sena 
Raj Singh, Rahul were 
present.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 10: IUCN Commis-

sion on Ecological Management 
(CEM) South Asia today organized 
a talk by Prof Yash Pal Sharma, 
Department of Botany, University 
of Jammu (J&K), India on the topic 
“In Service of Humans and Vegeta-
tion: Wild Mushrooms of North West 
Himalaya of Jammu & Kashmir, and 
Ladakh” to observe the Interna-
tional Mountain Day 2023 falling on 
December 11, 2023.

Speaking to a global assembly of 
panelists and attendees online, Prof. 
Sharma emphasised the importance 
of mountain ecosystems, explain-
ing that the “Water Towers” supply 
60–80% of the freshwater resourc-
es on Earth and that at least half of 
humanity depends on the services 
provided by mountain ecosystems 
to survive on clean energy, food, and 
water. The knowledgeable speaker 
stated that up to six crop species 
with mountain origins—maize, pota-
toes, barley, sorghum, tomatoes, 
and apples—provide 80% of the 
world’s food. This region is home 
to abundant biodiversity. But he 
cautioned that there is pressure on 
mountains and mountain communi-
ties worldwide for both natural and 

man-made reasons, which is why the 
United Nations has designated this 
year’s International Mountain Day 
with the theme “Restoring Mountain 
Ecosystems.”

Speaking of the several new spe-
cies of mushrooms that his research 
team has found in the Jammu & 
Kashmir, and Ladakh Himalayas, 
Prof. Yash said that the dynamic 
mountain environments are home to 
an amazing diversity of mushrooms 
that are essential to the health of 

the soil, the cycling of nutrients, and 
the general well-being of the flora 
and fauna in the mountains. More 
significantly, a range of palatable 
mushrooms such as morels, Geo-
pora, chanterelles, Rhizopogon, 
Ramaria, Sparassis, etc., flourishing 
in these environments are exceed-
ingly nourishing, offering proteins, 
vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants 
to benefit the mountain communities 
and contribute substantially for food 
security.

While concluding his address, Prof 
Sharma urged that in view of some 
recent reports on the rapid rate of 
plant and fungal species decline 
worldwide, policymakers and con-
servation organizations should 
include fungi in their goals for global 
biodiversity conservation and to des-
ignate the upcoming decade as the 
decade of fungal diversity, just as 
they have done for plants and ani-
mals.

Dr. Deepu Sivadas, Regional Chair 
for South Asia, IUCN Commission 
on Ecological Management, led the 
session’s proceedings, which were 
planned by Dr. Shalini Dhyani, Prin-
cipal Scientist, NEERI, Nagpur and 
Vice Chair for Asia and SC member, 
IUCN CEM.
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