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‘Bigg Boss’ fame Sumbul 
Touqeer ‘eats good food and 

sleeps well on day off’

Ashok Gehlot Slams BJP 
Over Delay In Announcing 

Chief Ministers

India, Nations With High Per 
Capita Emissions Can’t Be 
Clubbed: Senior EU Official

Drone 
recovered 
near IB in 
Ferozepur

CHANDIGARH, Dec 
9 (Agencies): A drone 
was recovered from 
a field near the India-
Pakistan border in Pun-
jab’s Ferozepur district, 
said a BSF spokesper-
son on Saturday.

The Border Security 
Force (BSF) troops 
intercepted the drone 
after noticing its move-
ment near Maboke 
village in Ferozepur 
at around 10:10 pm 
on Friday, said the 
spokesperson.

During a search oper-
ation on Saturday, the 
BSF personnel recov-
ered a China-made 
quadcopter along with 
a hold and release 
mechanism from the 
field, said the official.

At minus 
4.6 degree 
Celsius, 
Srinagar 
records 
coldest night 
of season

SRINAGAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): The night 
temperature has plum-
meted further in Kash-
mir parts with Srinagar, 
the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
recording the coldest 
night of the season at 
minus 4.6 degree Cel-
sius.

The sub-zero tem-
perature has been 
recorded across all the 
stations.

In Qazigund, the mer-
cury settled at minus 
2.8 degree Celsius 
while in Gulmarg, a 
minimum temperature 
of minus 4.2 degree 
Celsius was recorded.

Pahalgam, a famous 
tourist place, recorded 
a low of minus 5.0 
degree Celsius while 
Kupwara in north 
Kashmir recorded a 
minimum temperature 
of minus 3.0 degree 
Celsius.

Zojila 
accident: 
Injured 
Kerala tourist 
succumbs; toll 
six

SRINAGAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): A tour-
ist who was seriously 
injured in a tragic road 
accident near Zojila 
Pass on December 05, 
succumbed to his inju-
ries at a hospital here 
on Saturday, taking the 
death toll to 6.

An official told Greater 
Kashmir that a tourist 
who was injured in the 
Zojila road 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: 

Jammu Kashmir Raj 
Bhawan hosted Army 
veterans and office 
bearers of Sainik Wel-
fare Department, J&K 
for the customary 
Armed Forces Flag pin-
ning. Armed Forces Flag 
Day is observed on 7th 
December every year to 
honour the martyrs and 
express gratitude to 
soldiers protecting the 
integrity and sovereignty 
of the nation.

Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha paid trib-
utes to the martyrs and 
expressed gratitude to 
the men and women in 
the uniform, who are 
valiantly and selflessly 

fighting to safeguard the 
country’s honour, integ-
rity and sovereignty.

The Lt Governor 
appealed to all citizens 
to generously contrib-
ute to the Armed Forces 
Flag Day Fund for wel-
fare and rehabilitation 
of ex-servicemen, Veer 

Naris and martyrs’ fami-
lies.

“In J&K, Armed Forces 
are playing a crucial 
role in combating ter-
rorism to create a safe 
and secure environment 
for people. It is our col-
lective responsibility to 
look after the families of 

Martyrs who have sac-
rificed their lives for the 
country,” the Lt Gover-
nor said.

Brig. Gurmeet Singh 
Shan, Director, Sainik 
Welfare Department, 
J&K pinned the Armed 
Forces Flag on the 

jacket of the Lt Gover-
nor.

He briefed the Lt Gov-
ernor on the initiatives of 
the Department includ-
ing the enhancement of 
daughter marriage grant, 
introduction of widow re-
marriage grant and other 
welfare endeavours 
for the Veterans, Veer 
Naris, dependents and 
serving Armed Forces 
personnel.

Col JS Randhawa 
(Rtd.); Col BS Sam-
byal (Rtd.); Col Jitendra 
Singh (Rtd.); Col Sukh-
bir Singh (Rtd.); Col JA 
Mir (Rtd.); Col Manjeet 
Singh (Rtd.) Subhash 
Chander and veterans 
including Bawa Singh; 

SRINAGAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court 
has recently fined the 
Director of Health Ser-
vices Kashmir Rs 2 lakh 
for engaging in futile 
legal proceedings to 
obstruct the enforce-
ment of a 2003 decree.

In an order by Justice 
Atul Sreedharan, the 
court rejected the plea, 
imposed costs, and 
stated that the depart-
ment’s “repeated frivo-
lous litigation” over two 
decades amounted to an 
“abuse of process,” leav-
ing the decree-holder in 
limbo.

The case originated in 
2001 when legal assis-
tant Iqbal Ahmad Baqal 
filed a civil suit against 

the Director of Health 
Services and another 
party for an alleged 
breach of contract. The 
court ruled in Baqal’s 
favour in 2003, issu-
ing a decree that the 
department failed to 
comply with. Instead of 
fulfilling its obligations, 
the department initiated 
a prolonged legal battle, 
filing various appeals 
and petitions to delay 
the decree’s execution.

The department’s 
attempts to stall justice 
included a time-barred 
first appeal, a revision 
petition, a writ petition, 
and even a second 
appeal filed after a stag-
gering 13-year delay. 
Additionally, they filed 

SRINAGAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): A crucial 
meeting convened on 
Friday to address con-
cerns related to “law 
and order” ahead of the 
impending Supreme 
Court verdict on the 
Article 370 case. Top 
police and administra-
tive authorities joined 
the meet.

A senior officer from 
the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police said that 
stringent actions will be 
taken against individu-
als involved in any mis-
conduct or inappropriate 
use of social media.

Chaired by Additional 
Director General of 
Police, Law and Order, 
J&K, Vijay Kumar, the 
joint meeting marked a 
significant gathering of 
all district magistrates 
and senior superinten-
dents of police in the 
Kashmir division at PCR 
Kashmir.

This gathering, which 
was the first of its kind, 
preceded the forthcom-
ing Supreme Court ruling 
on Monday regarding 
the Article 370 case. The 
attendees comprised 
Divisional Commission-
er, Kashmir, IGP Kash-
mir, Deputy Director of 
the Intelligence Bureau, 
DIGs of all ranges in 
Kashmir, DIG-CID, and 
SSP, PCR Kashmir.

Throughout the ses-
sion, officers provided 
updates to Kumar on the 
existing law and order 
situation and potential 
developments that may 
unfold following the ver-
dict.

District heads were 
instructed to maintain 
vigilance and undertake 
necessary preventive 
and punitive measures 
against those caus-
ing disturbances to the 
peace.

Six shops 
damaged 
in fire 
incident 
at Kangan 
market

KANGAN, Dec 9 
(Agencies): At least six 
shops were damaged 
in a fire incident at main 
market Kangan in Gan-
derbal district late last 
night.

An official said that at 
least six shops have 
been gutted in the 
blaze, causing massive 
damage to the property 
and the goods.

Soon after the inci-
dent police, fire and 
emergency services 
reached the spot to 
douse the fire and after 
sternous efforts the 
fire was brought under 
control.

The cause of the fire 
is being ascertained.

JKSSB 
announces 
vacancies in 
Social 
Welfare 
Department

SRINAGAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir Ser-
vice Selection Board 
(JKSSB) has announced 
district cadre posts in the 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment. The submission 
of online application 
forms will commence 
on December 15, 2023, 
and will continue up to 
January 14, 2024.

A total of 201 posts 
have been advertised 
or female candidates 
only  for the post of 
Supervisor. There are 
20 vacancies in district 
Kupwara, 15 vacan-
cies in district Jammu, 
13 vacancies in district 
Kathua, 16 vacancies 
in district Baramulla, 
14 vacancies in dis-
trict Rajouri, 8 vacan-
cies in district Samba, 
12 vacancies in district 
Budgam, 8 vacancies 
in district Ganderbal, 
9 vacancies in district 
Pooch, 10 vacancies in 
district Reasi, 11 vacan-
cies in district Kishtwar, 
10 vacancies in district 
Pulwama, 12 vacancies 
in district Anantnag, 12 
vacancies in district 
Kulgam, 6 vacancies 
in district Bandipora, 
10 vacancies in dis-
trict Doda, 5 vacancies 
in district Shopian, 4 
vacancies in district 
Ramban, and 6 vacan-
cies in district Udham-
pur.

The applicants must 
be domiciles of the UT 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 
The maximum age for 
candidates belonging to 
OM is 40 years, for can-
didates belonging to SC/
ST/RBA/ALC/IB/ EWS/
PSP, Social Caste is 
43 years, for physically 
challenged people is 42 
years and for 

DEHRADUN, Dec 9 
(Agencies): A total of 
372 gentlemen cadets, 
including 29 from 12 
fr iendly countries, 
passed out of the Indian 
Military Academy here 
on Saturday to be com-
missioned as officers 
into the armies of their 
respective countries.

Addressing the pass-
ing out parade as the 
reviewing officer, Chief 
of Defence Staff of Sri 
Lanka Gen Shaven-
dra Silva congratulated 
them on the successful 
completion of their rigor-

ous training and wished 
them the best of luck for 
all their future endeav-
ours.

Gen Silva said the 
immaculate parade 
reflected their high 
level of training and he 
was confident that the 
passing out gentlemen 
cadets will serve their 
motherlands with com-
mitment, loyalty and 
valour.

The coveted Sword of 
Honour and the Gold 
medal went to Battalion 
Under Officer Gaurav 
Rawat, the silver medal 

to Battalion Under Offi-
cer Saurabh Badhani 
and the bronze to bat-
talion under officer Alok 
Singh.

With Saturday’s POP, 
the Indian Army has got 
343 new officers.

The 29 passing out 
gentlemen cadets from 
12 friendly nations 
include nine from 
Bhutan, four each from 
Sri Lanka and Maldives, 
three from Mauritius, 
two from Nepal and one 
each from Bangladesh, 
Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar, 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: New 

Rehari Welfare Society 
to hold a meeting on 
December 10 (Sunday) 
at 12:0 noon at Rana 
Rajinder Singh Park, 
New Rehari to discuss 
the welfare of Society 
and open election of the 
new office bearers of the 
society.

A handout issued by 
the society on Saturday 
stated that in the meet-
ing issues like parking 
of vehicles by outsid-
ers, sanitation of area, 
construction of temple, 
defunct street lights, 
menace of stray dogs, 

water supply problems, 
parking stickers for 
cars, and appointment 
of Chowkidar/Security 
Guard are discussing 
by the participants.

 “There is apprehen-
sion that some anti-
social elements disturb 
the meeting therefore 
police protection is nec-
essary during the meet-
ing,” it stated and urged 
the police department to 
deploy some police per-
sonnel at the aforesaid 
venue of the meeting to 
stop any untoward inci-
dent.     

The handout also 
appealed to all the 
people of the area and 

members of society to 
come in a large number 
and make the meeting 
successful. It also stated 
that anyone from the 
area will be contested 
for the post of president 
and other office bearers 
in the ensuing elections 
of the society. 

Earlier in the executive 
members meeting held 
today, all the members 
in one voice decided to 
hold elections for the 
new office bearers of 
the Society within two 
weeks for which further 
discussion is being held 
in the meeting of the 
Society on December 
10.

New Rehari Welfare Society to 
hold meeting on Dec 10

LG Sinha urges people to generously contribute 
to Armed Forces Flag Day fund

JK High Court imposes Rs 
2 Lakh penalty on Health 
Director over 2003 Decree

Ahead of Article 370 
verdict, security assessment 
conducted in Kashmir

372 gentlemen cadets 
pass out of IMA
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: Congress is 

running ‘Corruption Ki Dukan’, 
said MP Lok Sabha Jugal 
Kishore Sharma while address-
ing a press conference at BJP 
Headquarters, Trikuta Nagar, 
here on Saturday.

BJP Chief Spokesperson Adv. 
Sunil Sethi, spokesperson Arun 
Gupta and spokesperson Altaf 
Thakur accompanied the MP 
Jugal Kishore Sharma.

Jugal Kishore, while address-
ing the media, said that Con-
gress has once again proved 
itself to be infected with cor-
ruption. He said that more than 
210 Crore rupees have already 
been found from the house of 
Congress MP Sahu and still the 
searches are going on.

“Rahul Gandhi speaks of 
‘Mohabbat Ki Dukaan’, but they 
are running the ‘Corruption Ki 
Dukaan’”, said Jugal.

“Dheeraj Sahu is very close 
to Rahul Gandhi. Dheeraj Sahu 
was also with Rahul Gandhi 
in Bharat Jodo Yatra. Despite 

finding more than Rs 210 crore 
in cash, top Congress leaders 
Sonal Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi 
and Mallikarjun Kharge are 
maintaining silence on this. 
Why?”, asked MP Jugal Kishore.

“If a single Congress MP is 
found with cash amounting to 
210 crore rupees, one might 
wonder about the extent of cash 
possession by other Congress 
MPs. Consequently, the Gandhi 
family is often considered one 
of the most corrupt families in 
the world. The reality is that they 

have been involved in Corrup-
tion from head to toe”, Jugal 
said.

Jugal Kishore also said that 
where there is a representative 
of Congress, there is a guaran-
tee that they will engage in cor-
ruption. He also said that every 
now and then, the INDI Alliance 
indulges in corruption and plun-
der. When investigative agen-
cies do their job and catch the 
black sheep, these corrupt lead-
ers level accusations against 
these agencies.

Sunil Sethi said that the par-
ties like Congress follow the 
faith of corruption, but PM Modi 
has made it clear in a tweet that 
whatever has been looted from 
the public, every penny will have 
to be returned, this is Modi’s 
guarantee.

Meanwhile, BJP leaders led by 
BJP NEM Priya Sethi, J&K BJP 
Vice-President Yudhvir Sethi, 
former MLC Ch. Vikram Rand-
hawa, Secretary Veenu Khanna, 
BJYM President Arun Parbhat, 
district President Rekha Maha-
jan, Puneet Mahajan, Jeet 
Angral, Yash Paul Singh and 
others also held a massive pro-
test near Press Club, Jammu.

Priya Sethi, addressing in 
the protest, said that Congress 
leaders are enriching them-
selves with the ill-gotten gains of 
corruption, and all these funds 
are funneled into the coffers of 
the Gandhi family.

Yudhvir Sethi, speaking on 
the occasion, accused the Con-
gress of looting the public while 
trying to fool them with irrelevant 
utterances.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: Kashmiri Pandit 

Sabha (KPS) wished to put on 
record deep appreciation for the 
commendable initiatives taken 
by the Union and Union Territory 
Governments in the recent past, 
particularly after the abrogation 
of Article 370, to bring in normalcy 
in Kashmir Valley choking of the 
illegal hawala funding to terrorists 
and their supporters, abrogation 
of Art. 370 & 35 A and unwaver-
ing support extended to the secu-
rity forces have been successful 
drives in weeding out terrorism 
from the Valley.

The KP Sabha applauded and 
thanked the Union Home Minis-
ter for considering the demand of 
the community and granting rep-
resentation of Kashmiri Pandits in 
the assembly.

“Ever since Narendra Modi led 
Government came to power in 
May 2014, the hopes of KP Com-
munity for an early return to the 
land of its forefather’s soared 
high,” KPS president KK Khosa 
said in the press conference here 
on Saturday.

He said KPS pleased when 
the Government of India initiated 
the process to build colonies to 
resettle the displaced community 
in the Valley.

He added that Sabha whole-
heartedly supported the positive 
move of the government.

In the situation where immov-
able properties of the Pandits 
have changed hands either due 
to distress sale or forcible occupa-
tion by land mafia, the efforts of 

the governments to provide livable 
settlements is a commendable 
task and needs to be expedited to 
facilitate early return and rehabili-
tation of the displaced community, 
he said.

Any further delay in ensuring 
return & rehabilitation in the valley 
will prove detrimental to the inter-
est of distinct cultural identity of 
Kashmiri Pandits which needs to 
be preserved at all cost, he added.

The Kashmiri Pandit Sabha 
whole heartedly welcomes the 
initiative of the government to 
set-up settlements for the return 
and rehabilitation of the KP com-
munity in times to come.

It is appealed that settlements 
be set-up in the three erstwhile 
district headquarters of the Kash-
mir valley, namely Srinagar, 
Baramulla and Anantnag.

Needless to mention that the 
settlements should be equipped 
with all kinds of basic amenities 
(hospitals, primary/secondary 
schools, shopping mall, etc.) and 
fool-proof security to infuse sense 
of safety.

Both the governments, Union 
and UT, has taken cognizance 
of unemployed youth of the KP 
community and initiated a drive 
to provide respectable jobs. It is a 
need of time to launch, yet anoth-
er special recruitment drive for the 
community so that more deserv-
ing youths are gainfully employed. 
The employment should be afford-
ed as per their qualification and 
aptitude. The community is strug-
gling hard with the unemployment 
of over-aged youths.

The Kashmiri Sabha appealed to 
mercifully consider engagement 
of over-aged youths to suitable 
employment. The members of 
KP community, who got displaced 
from the villages, left immovable 
fertile agriculture and horticul-
ture lands behind which was the 
major source of income to them. 
The affected members of commu-
nity deserve to be compensated 
adequately for the loss suffered 
by them as a result of migration 
from the valley.

The buildings in the Jagti Town-
ship (Jammu) and other transit 

camps have deteriorated with the 
passage of time and turned into 
an uninhabitable condition. The 
Kashmiri Pandit Sabha appeals 
for an urgent repair to restore the 
condition of buildings fit for human 
habitation.

Further, it is appealed that the 
relief components received by 
the displaced KPs, particularly 
the quantum of dry ration issued 
every month, for past three 
decades should not be tinkered 
with till the community returns to 
the valley. Further, it is a ripe time 
to consider enhancement of cash 
relief to the migrants.

The Kashmiri Pandit owners of 
the immovable property, who suf-
fered heavy loss of the houses 
that were torched after the exodus 
in 1990, are waiting for long to 
receive the compensation in full. 
It is, therefore, appealed that the 
balance amount of compensation 
be released as early as possible.

The Kashmiri Pandit Sabha 
assures all cooperation in the 
venture undertaken by the gov-
ernment for the safe and honor-
able return and rehabilitation of 
the KPs.

The Kashmiri Pandit Commu-
nity appealed to make provision 
for election of its members to 
Legislative Assembly. Election of 
three members from the commu-
nity should be ensured, one each 
from the erstwhile three districts 
namely Srinagar, Baramulla & 
Anantnag. It would also be appro-
priate to nominate a member to 
the Parliament to further empower 
the KP Community.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: Lieu-

tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha addressed the 
11th Foundation Day 
function of Kailakh Jyo-
tish and Vedic Sanst-
han Trust, on Saturday.  
The event was also 
attended by Jagadguru 
Shankaracharya Swami 
Shri Adhokshajanand 
Devtirth Ji Maharaj.

The Lt Governor con-
gratulated the Trustees, 
President and all the 
members of Shri Kai-
lakh Jyotish and Vedic 
Sansthan Trust on the 
occasion. He commend-
ed the organization for 
tirelessly working for the 
promotion of Sanskrit 
and its firm commitment 
to the ideas of selfless 
service of the needy.

“Sanskrit is our price-
less cultural heritage, 
which is now being 
looked upon with admi-
ration across the world. 
It is the greatest trea-
sure of knowledge in 
Science, Medicine, 
Botany, Literature and 
many other subjects,” 
the Lt Governor said.

He called for collec-
tive efforts from all 
stakeholders to pass on 
the knowledge system 
of Sanskrit, one of the 
oldest living languages 
of the world, to young 
generation.

“The inter-disciplinary 

approach and volumi-
nous work in Sanskrit 
on different subjects 
can contribute to the 
growth of the knowledge 
economy and, develop 
values, ideals and uti-
lise it for the well being 
of society,” the Lt Gover-
nor said.

At the foundation day 
function, the Lt Gov-
ernor shared the key 
initiatives of UT Admin-
istration for the promo-
tion of Sanskrit and 
value-based education 
in Jammu Kashmir.

He said the vacant 
posts for Hindi, Sanskrit 
and Indian Philosophy 
in Universities in J&K 
have been filled. Today, 
Indian Philosophy is 
being taught in Univer-
sities of the UT. This is 
a testimony to our com-

mitment to promote cul-
tural and linguistic tradi-
tions in Jammu Kashmir, 
he said.

On the occasion, the 
Lt Governor felicitated 
international mountain-
eer Col. Ranbir Singh 
Jamwal and renowned 
Surgeon Dr. Sanjay 
Sharma for their signifi-
cant contribution in their 
respective fields.

Students from Chuda-
mani Sanskrit Sansthan, 
Basohli presented the 
Vedic Manglacharan.

Prof. B. N. Tripa-
thi, Vice-Chancellor 
SKUAST-Jammu; Sham 
Lal Sharma, former 
Minister; Mahant Rohit 
Shastri, President, Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish & Vedic 
Sansthan Trust were 
present on the occasion.

Congress is running ‘Corruption Ki Dukan’: BJP

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: Chief 

Secretary, Atal Dulloo 
today took first hand 
appraisal from the DCs 
and GoI appointed District 
Prabharis regarding the 
progress and participation 
of people in the ongoing 
nationwide Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) in 
the UT here.

The meeting was also 
attended by Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Textiles (UT Prabhari); 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir/Jammu; Secre-
tary, Mining; Secretary, 
Planning; DG, Planning; 
DG, E&S; SIO besides 
others.

During this meeting the 
Chief Secretary lauded 
the efforts of the Divi-
sional and District admin-
istration for making this 
yatra successful till now. 
He impressed upon them 
to keep the momentum 
going and not let the 
enthusiasm of people 
down. He told them to 
make it vibrant by hold-
ing multiple activities at 
the venues.

Dulloo further impressed 
upon the concerned to 
reach out to all the vulner-
able sections of the soci-

ety and target for satura-
tion of all the beneficiary 
oriented schemes. He 
asked them to cover all the 
Panchayats and display 
live drone presentations 
including the dissemina-
tion of publicity material 
among public to create 
ample awareness about 
government schemes and 
programmes.

He called upon the con-
cerned district adminis-
trations to be prompt with 
updation of details in the 
portal. He even directed 
them to ensure that each 
activity envisaged under 
this yatra are practiced in 
each village and data fed 

into the portal. He asked 
for making the yatra inter-
esting for all age groups 
including school children, 
women and old aged.

Dulloo also asked for 
insights from the con-
cerned Deputy Commis-
sioners and designated 
District Prabharis about 
the kind of activities car-
ried out, demonstrations 
made and peoples partici-
pation in such activities. 
He advised the concerned 
agency to enhance the 
number of pilots for drone 
presentations besides 
stationing of VBSY vans 
at centralized locations in 
each village.

In his remarks the Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry 
of Textiles, GoI, Rohit 
Kansal, who is also UT 
Prabhari for J&K showed 
his satisfaction about the 
performance of J&K so 
far. He made out that the 
gap between the actual 
activities happening on 
ground and those upload-
ed on portal shall be 
lessened by making the 
exercise real time doing 
so on daily basis by each 
Deputy Commissioner.

Kansal also asked for 
participation of people 
especially school chil-
dren in quizzes by simply 
scanning QR codes on 

the VBSY van. He even 
stressed on giving due 
attention towards high-
lighting the success sto-
ries during this yatra in 
both print and electronic 
media here.

In his presentation the 
Secretary, Planning, 
Piyush Singla threw 
light on different activi-
ties carried out from 
15th of November, when 
the yatra was started 
here in the UT. It was 
given out that till date in 
2516 Gram Panchayats 
around 10,47,500 people 
have participated till date 
among whom 8,42,955 
took Sankalp pledge and 
1,25,7625 were ‘Meri 
Kahani Meri Zubani’ ben-
eficiaries.

In addition it was 
revealed that 107 IEC 
vans are scheduled to 
cover all the panchayats 
here by visiting 2 pan-
chayats each day. During 
the yatra around 1550 
Ayushman Bharat Cards, 
7224 Suraksha Bima 
Yojana, 1006 Jeevan Jyoti 
Bima Yojana, 1908 Kisan 
Credit Cards besides 
thousands of other benefi-
ciaries took benefit during 
the yatra period till date, 
as was added during this 
meeting.

CS reviews progress of ongoing VBSY with 
DCs & District Prabharis

More than 10 lakh people participated in 2516 panchayats till date

KPS hails PM, HM for Pro-KPs  decision

Vacant posts in Hindi, Sanskrit and Indian Philosophy in 
Universities in J&K have been filled, Indian Philosophy is 
being taught in all Universities of UT: Sinha
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By: Patralekha Chatterjee

Should access to basic ameni-
ties be framed as the “rights” 
of citizens or as part of the 

largesse from a benevolent leader? 
Do terms matter if people benefit? 
Or does being a beneficiary inher-
ently imply a relational weakness to 
the benefactor? What distinguishes 
a citizen from a beneficiary?

The questions are not new. Nor 
is the debate around the “citizen 
versus labharthi” template.

It just got a new lease of life, 
and goes to the heart of the Nar-
endra Modi government’s welfare 
agenda, widely seen as a key factor 
behind the BJP’s electoral success 
and its recent thumping victories in 
the Assembly elections in Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh.

The term “labharthi” (beneficiary) 
is now part of the country’s political 
vocabulary and a talking point of 
the ruling BJP. In February this year, 
the BJP’s Mahila Morcha launched 
its “One Crore Selfies” campaign to 
draw attention to how the Narendra 
Modi government’s various wel-
fare schemes have helped “women 
beneficiaries”. It was labelled the 
“biggest beneficiary outreach pro-
gramme ever”.

Many public policy experts like 
Yamini Aiyar, president and chief 
executive of the Centre for Policy 
Research, and Himanshu, an associ-
ate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, have written extensive-
ly about India’s emerging welfare 
state and the “citizen versus lab-
harthi” template.

A December 2020 commentary 
piece by Abhishek Anand, Vikas 
Dimble and Arvind Subrama-
nian had noted that: “The New 
Welfarism of the Narendra Modi 
government represents a very dis-
tinctive approach to redistribution 
and inclusion. It does not prioritise 
the supply of public goods such as 

basic health and primary education 
as governments have done around 
the world historically…”  Instead, 
“it has entailed the subsidised 
public provision of essential goods 
and services, normally provided 
by the private sector, such as bank 
accounts, cooking gas, toilets, elec-
tricity, housing, and more recently 
water and plain cash.”

Millions of women now have bank 
accounts, access to electricity and 
cooking gas. Toilets have been built 
across the country, and the Union 
Cabinet recently approved exten-
sion of the free foodgrains scheme 
-- Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) -- for the 
next five years.

It is also no secret that Brand Modi 
is the most important element of 
the BJP’s politics and electoral strat-
egy, and that, in part, this branding 
pivots around the portrayal of the 
Prime Minister as the provider of 
the slew of welfare benefits. This 
will definitely remain central to the 
BJP’s strategy till the general elec-
tion in 2024. Along with Hindutva.

The Modi government’s welfare 
agenda has provided many tangible 
essentials to millions of poor Indi-
ans. Questions, however, are being 
raised about what it means for 
citizens to see these tangible essen-
tials as goodies from an individual 
leader, and not necessarily as part of 
a legal framework, in the long term. 
Interestingly, the Opposition par-
ties too have tried to follow the tem-
plate of the citizen as “labharthi” 
(group of beneficiaries).

India has a history of handouts. 
It also has a history of mass move-
ments, judicial activism which gave 
citizens legal cover and the power 
to demand accountability. Remem-
ber that the current free foodgrain 
scheme stems from a legal frame-
work and is a part of an entitlement 
under the National Food Security 
Act (NFSA) of 2013.

Suhas Palshikar, an eminent aca-

demic and social and political sci-
entist, sees this trend as part of the 
attempt by Narendra Modi and the 
BJP to shape a paternalistic model 
of governance and welfare, which 
is distinct from rights or demand. 
In that context, tangible essentials 
become a “gift or prasad”, as Pal-
shikar puts it. That idea, he argues, 
fits into the Hindutva narrative that 
allows a top-down style of exercis-
ing power.

We all like gifts and typically 
accept them with gratitude, but we 
are not entitled to gifts. In contrast, 
if we frame healthcare, nutrition, 
electricity, financial inclusion, sani-
tation etc as basic rights, we would 
be entitled to ask questions.

Clearly, the paternalistic gover-
nance model works politically in 
large chunks of the country when 
combined with other factors. In 
Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP 
won decisively, one key factor is 
said to have been Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan’s “Ladli Behna Yojana”. 
Unmarried women above 21 years 
of age are described in relational 
terms, as “ladli behna” (beloved 
sister) and get monetary assistance. 
It worked.

But the fact remains that in spite of 
all the high-decibel rhetoric about 
daughters and sisters in recent 
years, very few Indian women 
have sources of income of their 
own. The Periodic Labour Force 
Survey Report 2022-23 released by 
the ministry of statistics and pro-
gramme implementation in October 
shows the Female Labour Force Par-
ticipation Rate in the country has 
improved but it is still only 37 per 
cent.

 “After falling or being stagnant 
since 2004, female employment 
rates have risen since 2019 due to a 
distress-led increase in self-employ-
ment. Before Covid-19, 50 per cent 
of women were self-employed. 
After Covid this rose to 60 per 
cent. As a result, earnings from 

self-employment declined in real 
terms over this period. Even two 
years after the 2020 lockdown, self-
employment earnings were only 85 
per cent of what they were in the 
April-June 2019 quarter,” says a 
report “State of Working 2023” by 
Azim Premji University.

As we inch closer to 2024 and a 
general election, we must ask our-
selves if the focus on the political 
success of welfare programmes 
-- new and repackaged ones -- is 
not muting necessary conversa-
tions on other key issues, like jobs, 
education, etc. Why do we need so 
many welfare schemes if economic 
growth is trickling down to those at 
the bottom? We talk about schools 
built, rise in enrolment but why 
not on learning outcomes critical to 
boosting a country’s foundational 
strength? We talk about the huge 
number of schools in the country, 
but a school building is not neces-
sarily a marker of significant prog-
ress in education just as mass con-
struction of toilets does not auto-
matically guarantee a high score in 
sanitation. On the ground, India has 
a shortage of more than one mil-
lion teachers. Add to this the stark 
reality of inequitable distribution of 
available teachers and high school 
dropout rates at the secondary level.

Today, anyone raising such issues 
risks being accused of spreading 
“negativity”.

As a country with a median age of 
28, and that aspires to be a devel-
oped nation, we cannot dodge 
questions pivoting around the dis-
appointing educational transforma-
tion, inadequate job creation, and 
lack of gender parity. The official 
buzz around success stories must 
be supplemented by serious discus-
sions about gaps that remain.

Talking about essential duties of 
the State and citizens’ rights is not 
spreading negativity. It is providing 
a reality check.

By: Vijay GarG 

Artificial Intelligence is the 
ability of a computer pro-
gram to learn and think. 

Everything can be considered Arti-
ficial intelligence if it involves a pro-
gram doing something that we would 
normally think would rely on the 
intelligence of a human.

The advantages of Artificial intelli-
gence applications are enormous and 
can revolutionize any professional 
sector. 

1) Reduction in Human Error:
The phrase “human error” was born 

because humans make mistakes from 
time to time. Computers, however, 
do not make these mistakes if they 
are programmed properly. With Arti-
ficial intelligence, the decisions are 
taken from the previously gathered 
information applying a certain set of 
algorithms. So errors are reduced and 
the chance of reaching accuracy with 
a greater degree of precision is a pos-
sibility.

Example: In Weather Forecast-
ing using AI they have reduced the 
majority of human error.

2) Takes risks instead of Humans:
This is one of the biggest advantag-

es of Artificial intelligence. We can 
overcome many risky limitations of 
humans by developing an AI Robot 
which in turn can do the risky things 
for us. Let it be going to mars, defuse 
a bomb, explore the deepest parts 
of oceans, mining for coal and oil, it 
can be used effectively in any kind of 
natural or man-made disasters.

Example: Have you heard about 
the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
explosion in Ukraine? At that time 
there were no AI-powered robots that 
can help us to minimize the effect 
of radiation by controlling the fire 
in early stages, as any human went 
close to the core was dead in a matter 
of minutes. They eventually poured 
sand and boron from helicopters from 
a mere distance.

AI Robots can be used in such situa-
tions where intervention can be haz-
ardous.

3) Available 24x7:

An Average human will work for 
4–6 hours a day excluding the breaks. 
Humans are built in such a way to get 
some time out for refreshing them-
selves and get ready for a new day 
of work and they even have weekly 
offed to stay intact with their work-
life and personal life. But using AI we 
can make machines work 24x7 with-
out any breaks and they don’t even 
get bored, unlike humans.

Example: Educational Institutes and 
Helpline centers are getting many 
queries and issues which can be han-
dled effectively using AI.

4) Helping in Repetitive Jobs:
In our day-to-day work, we will be 

performing many repetitive works 
like sending a thanking mail, veri-
fying certain documents for errors 
and many more things. Using artifi-
cial intelligence we can productively 
automate these mundane tasks and 
can even remove “boring” tasks 
for humans and free them up to be 
increasingly creative.

Example: In banks, we often see 
many verifications of documents to 
get a loan which is a repetitive task 
for the owner of the bank. Using AI 
Cognitive Automation the owner can 
speed up the process of verifying the 
documents by which both the custom-
ers and the owner will be benefited.

5) Digital Assistance:
Some of the highly advanced orga-

nizations use digital assistants to 
interact with users which saves the 
need for human resources. The digital 
assistants also used in many websites 
to provide things that users want. 
We can chat with them about what 
we are looking for. Some chatbots 
are designed in such a way that it’s 
become hard to determine that we’re 
chatting with a chatbot or a human 
being.

Example: We all know that organi-
zations have a customer support team 
that needs to clarify the doubts and 
queries of the customers. Using AI the 
organizations can set up a Voice bot 
or Chatbot which can help custom-
ers with all their queries. We can see 
many organizations already started 
using them on their websites and 
mobile applications.

6) Faster Decisions:
Using AI alongside other technolo-

gies we can make machines take deci-
sions faster than a human and carry 
out actions quicker. While taking a 
decision human will analyze many 
factors both emotionally and practi-
cally but AI-powered machine works 
on what it is programmed and deliv-
ers the results in a faster way.

Example: We all have played Chess 
games in Windows. It is nearly 
impossible to beat CPU in the hard 
mode because of the AI behind that 
game. It will take the best possible 
step in a very short time according to 
the algorithms used behind it.

7) Daily Applications:
Daily applications such as Apple’s 

Siri, Window’s Cortana, Google’s OK 
Google are frequently used in our 
daily routine whether it is for search-
ing a location, taking a selfie, making 
a phone call, replying to a mail and 
many more.

Example: Around 20 years ago, 
when we are planning to go some-
where we used to ask a person who 
already went there for the directions. 
But now all we have to do is say “OK 
Google where is Visakhapatnam”. It 
will show you Visakhapatnam’s loca-
tion on google map and the best path 
between you and Visakhapatnam.

8) New Inventions:
AI is powering many inventions in 

almost every domain which will help 
humans solve the majority of complex 
problems.

Example: Recently doctors can pre-
dict breast cancer in the woman at 
earlier stages using advanced AI-
based technologies.

As every bright side has a darker 
version in it. Artificial Intelligence 
also has some disadvantages. Let’s 
see some of them

1) High Costs of Creation:
As AI is updating every day the 

hardware and software need to get 
updated with time to meet the latest 
requirements. Machines need repair-
ing and maintenance which need 
plenty of costs. It’ s creation requires 
huge costs as they are very complex 
machines.

2) Making Humans Lazy:

AI is making humans lazy with its 
applications automating the major-
ity of the work. Humans tend to get 
addicted to these inventions which 
can cause a problem to future gen-
erations.

3) Unemployment:
As AI is replacing the majority of 

the repetitive tasks and other works 
with robots,human interference is 
becoming less which will cause a 
major problem in the employment 
standards. Every organization is look-
ing to replace the minimum qualified 
individuals with AI robots which can 
do similar work with more efficiency.

4) No Emotions:
There is no doubt that machines 

are much better when it comes to 
working efficiently but they cannot 
replace the human connection that 
makes the team. Machines cannot 
develop a bond with humans which 
is an essential attribute when comes 
to Team Management.

5) Lacking Out of Box Thinking:
Machines can perform only those 

tasks which they are designed or pro-
grammed to do, anything out of that 
they tend to crash or give irrelevant 
outputs which could be a major back-
drop.

SUMMARY:
These are some advantages and dis-

advantages of Artificial Intelligence. 
Every new invention or breakthrough 
will have both, but we as humans 
need to take care of that and use the 
positive sides of the invention to 
create a better world. Artificial intel-
ligence has massive potential advan-
tages. The key for humans will ensure 
the “rise of the robots” doesn’t get 
out of hand. Some people also say 
that Artificial intelligence can destroy 
human civilization if it goes into the 
wrong hands. But still, none of the AI 
applications made at that scale that 
can destroy or enslave humanity.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Malout 
Punjab)

Among all the problems of 
our country, the problem 
of population growth is 

paramount. Our country suffer-
ing from this problem is strug-
gling with all kinds of problems. 
The population of our country 
is increasing at such a fast pace. 
No other country has that much. 
At present the population of our 
country is about 120 crores and 
on the basis of the data received so 
far, we can only say that in the year 
2030, the population of our coun-
try will be much more than the 
population of China, the world’s 
most populous nation.
Thus, the question can be easily 

raised that if the situation of India, 
a country with such a huge popu-
lation, cannot become more prob-
lematic then what can it do?
The problem of unemployment in 

our country is a very painful and 
distressing problem. Diagnosing 
this has emerged as a challenge for 
us. There are many types of unem-
ployment in our country. In which 
mainly uneducated, semi-educat-
ed and educated unemployment is 
predominant. Our present govern-
ment has failed to solve the prob-
lem of unemployment, because 
our education system has not yet 
become employment oriented.
The second thing is that we have 

not succeeded in curbing the expo-
nentially increasing population. In 
this way unemployment is increas-
ing day by day.
Problem of inflation and corrup-

tion - Due to unlimited unemploy-
ment and increasing population 
in our country, inflation and cor-
ruption are getting a lot of boost. 
The problem of inflation and cor-
ruption is increasing at double the 
speed due to bribery, recommen-
dations, use of unfair means, self-
ishness etc.
There are a lot of rural problems 

in our country. Under the rural 
problems, the problem of illiteracy, 
superstition, stereotyping, dowry, 
sati etc., problem of widow etc. are 
serious, which is breaking the back 
of our nation. The government has 
completely failed to solve these 
problems.
Corruption is the biggest social 

problem of our country, which is 
increasing day by day instead of 
reducing or diminishing. Black 
money, black market, inflation, 
inflation etc. everything grows 
from the roots of corruption. If 
a concerted effort is not made to 
stop this corruption in the near 
future, then it will definitely not 
take long for our remaining hap-
piness to be swallowed by social 
values.

EDITORIAL

Advantages and Disadvantages of Artificial Intelligence

Basic services a citizen’s ‘right’ or ‘gift’ from govt?

 REDRESS 
ISSUES
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NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): The Met 
Office, Britain’s nation-
al weather service, has 
issued a stark warning 
that the global aver-
age temperature could 
temporarily surpass the 
critical 1.5-degree Cel-
sius mark as early as 
next year.

This forecast, as 
reported by Reuters, 
comes at a crucial time 
when world leaders are 
engaged at the COP28 
climate summit in Dubai, 
where the urgency to 
address climate change 
is a central topic of dis-
cussion.

According to the Met 
Office, the current year 
is on track to become the 
warmest ever recorded, 
and projections indicate 
that 2024 may set even 
higher temperature 
records.

The anticipated range 
for the average global 
temperature is between 
1.34C and 1.58C above 
the pre-industrial levels 

of the late 19th century. 
This potential spike in 
temperature is attributed 
to the ongoing trend of 
global warming, which 
has seen an increase of 
0.2C per decade, cou-
pled with the impact of a 
significant El Nino event.

Nick Dunstone, who 
spearheaded the fore-
casting efforts at the Met 
Office, emphasised that 
while a single year’s rise 
above 1.5C does not 

signify a long-term aver-
age warming threshold 
breach, it nonetheless 
underscores the need 
for decisive action to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

“For the first time, 
we are forecasting a 
reasonable chance 
of a year temporar-
ily exceeding the 1.5C 
mark,” Dunstone stated, 
adding that such an 
occurrence would not 

constitute a violation of 
the Paris Agreement’s 
objectives.

The World Meteoro-
logical Organization 
(WMO) corroborated 
these concerns last 
month, estimating this 
year’s warming to be 
around 1.4C above pre-
industrial figures. The 
WMO also highlighted 
the extreme weather 
events and unprece-
dented ice loss experi-

enced recently as pre-
cursors to the impacts 
of a sustained breach of 
the 1.5C limit.

A collective of scien-
tists from esteemed 
institutions like NASA 
and Columbia Universi-
ty have warned that the 
planet might cross the 
1.5C threshold within 
this decade.

Furthermore, various 
emissions models from 
the United Nations Inter-
governmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 
predict that without 
substantial mitigation 
efforts, the world is likely 
to exceed the 1.5C mark 
during the 2030s.

As the global commu-
nity faces the reality of 
these predictions, the 
COP28 summit presents 
a critical opportunity for 
nations to commit to 
more aggressive mea-
sures to combat climate 
change and prevent the 
long-term consequenc-
es of surpassing the 
1.5C threshold.

2024 could see Earth temporarily breach global 
warming threshold

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 (Agencies): A 
new study published in the journal Sci-
ence has revealed that Earth’s current 
carbon dioxide levels have not been 
seen for 14 million years, indicating 
the unprecedented nature of today’s 
climate situation.

The comprehensive analysis, which 
spans 66 million years of Earth’s histo-
ry, offers a sobering view of the planet’s 
climatic future if human-driven carbon 
emissions continue unabated.

The research, led by Baerbel Hoe-
nisch of the Columbia Climate School’s 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, 
utilised biological and geochemical 
data to reconstruct past CO2 concen-
trations with remarkable accuracy.

The findings indicate that the last time 
atmospheric carbon dioxide reached 
420 parts per million (ppm) was during 
a period when Greenland was devoid 
of ice and early human ancestors were 
emerging from forested habitats into 

grasslands.
This new estimate significantly pushes 

back the timeline previously suggested 
by earlier studies, which had placed 
similar CO2 levels between 3 and 5 
million years ago.

The rapid increase in greenhouse 
gases since the late 1700s—from 
approximately 280 ppm to current 
levels—represents a staggering 50 
percent rise, contributing to a global 
temperature increase of 1.2 degrees 
Celsius since pre-industrial times.

Hoenisch emphasises the gravity of 
this shift, noting that our species, Homo 
sapiens, evolved just 3 million years 
ago and that our civilization is adapted 
to current sea levels and climate zones. 
The implications of continued CO2 
emissions are profound: projections 
suggest that by 2100, atmospheric CO2 
could reach between 600 and 800 ppm, 
a scenario reminiscent of the Eocene 
epoch, when Antarctica was ice-free 
and giant insects thrived on Earth.

The study is the culmination of seven 
years of collaborative effort among 80 
researchers from 16 countries. Instead 
of gathering new data, the team meticu-
lously reviewed, re-assessed, and vali-
dated existing studies using updated 
scientific methods.

They then integrated the most reli-
able data into a revised timeline, now 
considered the scientific consensus on 
historic CO2 levels.

Earth’s atmosphere had 
never been what it is today 
in 14 million yearsThe average global temperature for 2024 is forecast to be between 1.34C and 1.58C above 

the average for the pre-industrial period of 1850-1900.

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): The Coali-
tion for Disaster Resil-
ient Infrastructure 
(CDRI) is set to launch 
the Global Infrastructure 
Resilience Index (GIRI) 
at the 28th Conference 
of the Parties (COP28). 
The index is aimed 
at bolstering global 
infrastructure against 
the threats of climate 
change and natural 
disasters.

Established by India, 
the agency is working to 
understand the vulner-
abilities to the critical 
infrastructure across 
the world from natural 
disasters.

GIRI stands as the 
first publicly available, 
fully probabilistic risk 
model designed to esti-
mate risks across major 
infrastructure sectors, 
including power and 
energy, transport, tele-
communications, water 
and wastewater, ports 
and airports, oil and gas, 
health, and education.

It assesses the poten-
tial impact of major 

geological and climate-
related hazards such 
as earthquakes, tsuna-
mis, landslides, floods, 
cyclonic winds, storm 
surges, and hydrologi-
cal droughts.

This groundbreaking 
tool will enable monitor-
ing changes in vulner-
ability and capacities 
over time and can be 
broken down into risk 
indicators and individu-
al capability indicators. 
Among its key outputs 
are loss function metrics 
like the Probable Maxi-

mum Loss (PML) curve 
and the Average Annual 
Loss (AAL).

GIRI incorporates 
three main components 
for disaster risk assess-
ment: hazard, exposure, 
and vulnerability, with cli-
mate change serving as 
a modifier due to its influ-
ence on some hazards. 
These components are 
integrated using a cata-
strophic risk assess-
ment (CAT) approach 
to produce financial risk 
metrics such as AAL, 
Loss Exceedance Curve 

(LEC), and PML for all 
countries and territories 
globally. 

The culmination of this 
data results in a compre-
hensive global resilience 
index.

Post-launch, an inter-
active online data plat-
form will be available, 
providing access to the 
GIRI’s outputs. 

This platform includes 
a Map Viewer feature 
that allows users to 
observe various hazard 
layers across different 
periods and climate sce-

narios.
The introduct ion 

of GIRI is poised to 
empower governments 
by providing a clear 
understanding of the 
contingent liabilities they 
face due to infrastruc-
ture vulnerabilities. 

This knowledge is 
crucial for developing 
national strategies and 
plans aimed at reduc-
ing risk and enhancing 
resilience.

Furthermore, the finan-
cial risk metrics gener-
ated by GIRI will facili-
tate the estimation of the 
benefits and co-benefits 
of resilient infrastruc-
ture. 

This will significantly 
contribute to the inte-
gration of resilience in 
public investment plan-
ning and evaluation, the 
design of public and pri-
vate infrastructure proj-
ects, the formulation of 
resilience-based design 
standards, and the 
calibration of insurance 
and other risk financing 
instruments.

COP28: CDRI to launch index to measure 
infrastructure vulnerability to disasters

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 (Agencies): As 
the COP28 climate summit in Dubai 
approaches its critical final days, Presi-
dent Sultan Al Jaber has urged nations 
to capitalise on the “historic” progress 
made during the first week.

The establishment of a “loss and 
damage” fund, designed to support 
countries ravaged by climate disasters, 
marked a significant breakthrough, with 
pledges already mobilizing $83 billion 
towards climate finance.

Jaber’s call for continued momentum 
comes as the summit takes a brief 
pause before resuming on Friday, with 
the ambitious goal of concluding by 
December 12—a punctuality not seen 
in UN climate talks since COP9 in Milan 
two decades ago.

The upcoming sessions will delve 
into the intricate details of the global 
stocktake, a comprehensive assess-
ment of climate action progress and 
the necessary steps forward to adhere 
to the Paris Agreement and maintain 
the crucial 1.5 degrees Celsius target.

However, contentious issues loom 
over the negotiations. Saudi Arabia has 
been noted for its resistance to phasing 
down fossil fuels, prompting calls for 
high-level discussions to address the 
impasse.

The European Union, Chile, and other 
nations are advocating for a definitive 
commitment to phase out fossil fuel use, 

while some oil-dependent economies 
seek alternative language that could 
allow for continued reliance on carbon 
capture and removal technologies.

The debate over the precise wording—
whether to “phase down” or “phase out” 
fossil fuels—continues to be a sticking 
point, with AOSIS proposing language 
that aligns with the best available sci-
ence and the Paris Agreement.

Meanwhile, the United States and 
China have sidestepped this terminol-
ogy, focusing instead on tripling renew-
able energy deployment to reduce reli-
ance on traditional energy sources.

Amid these discussions, the disaster 
fund has seen over $726 million in con-
tributions since its adoption on Novem-
ber 30. Yet, the challenge of climate 
finance remains, with current pledges 
falling short of the vast sums required 
for developing countries to adapt to a 
changing climate and transition to clean 
energy.

As ministers grapple with the balance 
of financial responsibilities between 
wealthy and poorer nations, the need 
for increased climate finance becomes 
ever more pressing.

With the clock ticking towards the 
scheduled close of COP28, the inter-
national community watches intently, 
hoping for resolutions that will pave 
the way for a sustainable and equitable 
future.

COP28 leader urges to raise 
the bar to fight climate change, 
maintain momentum

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): In an ambi-
tious stride towards sus-
tainable energy, India is 
constructing what is set 
to be the world’s largest 
renewable energy proj-
ect in the Rann of Kutch, 
a vast salt desert that 
borders Pakistan.

This colossal under-
taking will further India’s 
plans to shift to renew-
able energy sources, 
and could be visible 
from space.

The project, sprawling 
over 726 square kilo-
meters – an area com-
parable to the size of 
Singapore – is expected 
to generate a stagger-
ing 30 gigawatts (GW) 
of power. This output is 
enough to light up over 
20 million homes, mark-
ing a significant leap in 
meeting the country’s 
burgeoning energy 
demands while adher-
ing to environmentally 
friendly practices.

Located just 150 
kilometers away from 
the site, in Mundra, is 

another groundbreak-
ing initiative. Here, 
India is developing one 
of the world’s most 
extensive and integrat-
ed renewable energy 
manufacturing ecosys-
tems, focusing on both 
solar and wind energy 
components. This facil-
ity underscores India’s 
dedication to creating a 
self-reliant energy infra-
structure and its active 
role in the International 
Solar Alliance.

The Khavda renew-
able energy park, 

named after the nearest 
village to the project site, 
is a is an example of 
India’s journey towards 
an Atmanirbhar Bharat, 
or a self-sufficient India. 
The Indian govern-
ment has estimated the 
cost of this mammoth 
project at least $2.26 
billion, reflecting the 
scale and significance 
of the investment in the 
nation’s future.

This green energy 
park is not just about 
generating electricity; 
it represents a pivotal 

moment in the global 
shift towards renewable 
sources. 

It aligns with the dis-
cussions and goals set 
forth at the ongoing 
COP28 climate summit, 
where shifting to renew-
able energy remains a 
key issue.

Upon completion, 
the Khavda project will 
stand as the world’s 
largest green energy 
park, as India combats 
climate change and lead 
by example in the inter-
national community.

India’s biggest energy project will be 
visible from space

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 (Agencies): 
Geologists from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
have identified a clay mineral 
known as smectite that possesses 
the remarkable ability to capture 
and store carbon for millions of 
years, potentially playing a signifi-
cant role in cooling our planet.

Found within the intricate layers 
of the seafloor, smectite’s accordi-
on-like structure is adept at trap-
ping organic carbon, a process 
that has been occurring since the 
dawn of plate tectonics.

As oceanic crust collides with 
continental plates, rocks are 
pushed to the surface and weath-
er into various minerals, including 
smectite. 

This mineral then descends 
back to the ocean bed, ensnaring 
remnants of deceased organisms 
within its microscopic folds, there-
by preventing the carbon from re-
entering the atmosphere as carbon 
dioxide.

The implications of this natural 
phenomenon are monumental. 
MIT researchers, led by graduate 
student Joshua Murray and geol-
ogy professor Oliver Jagoutz, have 
traced the production of smectite 
back through several major tecton-

ic events over the past 500 million 
years. Their findings suggest that 
each time these clays were formed 
in sufficient quantities, they could 
have contributed to the cooling of 
the Earth, even inducing ice ages.

Published in the prestigious 
journal Nature Geoscience, their 
research is the first to establish a 
direct link between plate tectonics 
and the onset of ice ages through 
the creation of carbon-sequester-
ing smectite.

The study builds upon previous 
work by the same team, which 
proposed that tropical tectonic 
events exposed certain ocean 
rocks, leading to the formation of 
climate-influencing minerals.

To confirm their hypothesis, 
the team delved into geological 
records, examining the weather-
ing patterns of magmatic miner-
als and the types of clays they 
produce. They incorporated these 
findings into simulations of the 
Earth’s carbon cycle to determine 
the impact of each mineral. Smec-
tite stood out not only as a prod-
uct of tropical tectonics but also 
as an incredibly efficient captor of 
organic carbon.

Although direct measurement of 
ancient smectite is challenging due 

to geological changes over time, 
the presence of elements like 
nickel and chromium—associated 
with smectite-producing rocks—in 
sedimentary deposits provided the 
necessary “fingerprints” to support 
the team’s theory.

The cumulative effect of smec-
tite on carbon preservation, while 
seemingly minuscule at less than 
one-tenth of a percent, is substan-
tial over geological timescales. 
The researchers estimate that this 
small percentage was enough to 
trigger the planet’s four major ice 
ages.

This discovery not only enhanc-
es our understanding of Earth’s 
climatic history but also opens 
up possibilities for future climate 
change mitigation strategies. For 
instance, smectite could be used 
to stabilize carbon-rich perma-
frost regions threatened by global 
warming.

As the world grapples with the 
escalating climate crisis, the MIT 
team’s work shows the impor-
tance of considering all aspects 
of the global carbon cycle. It also 
highlights the potential of harness-
ing natural processes to address 
human-induced climate challeng-
es.

Mysterious mineral produced in ocean 
could keep Earth cool, even induce ice age
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Isha Talwar, who is essaying the role of a 
musician from Punjab in web series Chamak, 

loves the vibe of City Beautiful
Different actors, different 

methods! Madhuri Yadav of 
Mirzapur and Bijli of Saas, Bahu 
Aur Flamingo, talented actress 
Isha Talwar decided to spend 
some time in Punjab, before 
she stepped into the charac-
ter of budding singer Jasmin 
Sandhu aka Jazz for musical 
thriller Chamak.

Getting familiar with the milieu 
helped her play the character of 
a true-blooded Punjabi musi-
cian, whose passion for sing-
ing and playing the dhol knows 
no bounds. Interestingly, she’s 
been friends with the director, 
Rohit Jugraj, and was helping 
him cast when he offered her 
the role.

“I know Rohit for long and 
really enjoyed the camaraderie 
as well as the light banter on 
the sets,” she says. Becoming 
part of a project that touches a 
sensitive topic didn’t put Isha 
into any dilemma. “As artistes 
one becomes part of the stories, 
many of which stem from real 
life. For me, Chamak is a fiction-
al show. And though it explores 
things that crisscross paths with 
real life, in the hands of Rohit, 

it has all been dealt very sen-
sitively.”

Artistic freedom
Isha is happy that in playing 

Jazz, she is essaying a char-
acter closer to her in age, and 
not a bahu or a bhabhi. Also, it 
is somewhat similar to how she 
is in real life. Having a friend 
on the director’s seat meant a 
different dynamics on the sets. 
“The amount of artistic freedom I 
got on the set was immense and 
helped me a lot. It really made 

Chamak a very special project.”
For this Mumbai girl, interest-

ingly, it was Malayalam cinema 
that opened the doors to films. 
“Who knew that the camerap-
erson for the commercial that 
I was doing was looking for a 
lead heroine,” she laughs. That 
became her first film — That-
tathin Marayathu, a Malayalam 
romantic comedy, written and 
directed by Vineeth Sreeniva-
san, and starring Nivin Pauly.

Since then Isha has been part 

of many regional and Hindi films 
— Tubelight, Kaalakaandi, Arti-
cle 15 and Sharmaji Namkeen, 
to name a few.

Web zone
The OTT world got her more 

visibility, as she became part of 
projects like Mirzapur and Saas, 
Bahu Aur Flamingo.

“While I enjoy web series and 
the variety it has brought both 
for the audience and artistes, 
I love doing films. I wish to do 
more of them,” she avers.

In fact, soon to be seen in 
season three of Mirzapur, and 
also Indian Police Force, she 
will also be a part of Punjabi film 
Shahkot, opposite Guru Rand-
hawa. The shoot schedules for 
Shahkot and Chamak made 
her spend time in Chandigarh, 
which she absolutely adored. 
“I absolutely love Chandigarh. I 
enjoyed my early morning walks 
at Sukhna Lake, had a chance 
to see the royal Bengal tiger and 
white tiger at the Chhatbir Zoo, 
and spent almost all my free 
time at a chaat shop in Sector 
34, gorging to my heart’s con-
tent.”

Ac t ress Sumbul 
Touqeer Khan shared 
her routine on her day 
off, saying she eats 
good food, sleeps well, 
and her family means 
the world to her.

Sumbul, who is cur-
rently seen as the lead 

in the show ‘Kavya’, is 
overwhelmed with the 
response the show is 
getting.

She talks about her 
next project in this 
video.

Her on-screen charac-
ter Kavya, who is an IAS 

officer, is falling in love 
with Miskhat Verma’s 
character Adiraj Prad-
han.

On being asked what 
she does when she 
gets off, she said: “I eat 
good food and sleep 
well. Good sleep is very 
important for an actor. 
I love my work, I love 
my home, I am a happy 
person, and I take life as 
it comes.”

She went on to say 
that her family means 
the world to her. “I agree 
with the saying that life 
is all about loving your 
family and living in the 
present.”

Further about her 
character, Sumbul said: 
“On-screen Kavya’s 
graph is growing and 
there is ample scope 
for good performance.”

The show revolves 
around the journey of 
Kavya -- an IAS Officer 
-- whose purpose is to 
serve the nation and 
do right by the common 
man.

The show airs on 
Sony.

‘Bigg Boss’ fame Sumbul 
Touqeer ‘eats good food and 
sleeps well on day off’

Singer-actress Selena 
Gomez has confirmed 
her romance with music 
producer Benny Blanco, 
and defended their love 
before the haters on 
social media.

Instagram account 
PopFactions posted 
a picture headlining, 
‘Selena Gomez seem-
ingly confirms that she 
is in a relationship’, in 
which she commented 

‘facts’. The post came 
after the account posted 
a picture saying, “Selena 
Gomez Is Rumoured 
To Be Dating Producer 
Benny Blanco.” The 
singer and actress liked 
both posts.

Benny has worked 
with artistes like Halsey 
and Khalid, and was 
featured on Selena’s 
ex-boyfriend’s Justin 
Bieber song, Lonely.

Because Benny has 
worked with Selena on 
her song I Can’t Get 
Enough in 2019, some 
fans thought the news 
was a ‘marketing plan’.

A comment under 
the post said: “I hope 
this is marketing for a 
new album.” Another 
fan wrote: “Her taste in 
men is so...” She later 
posted an Instagram 
Story of her cuddling 
up with a man, show-
ing no face, just his 
zebra shirt, beard and 
diamond bracelet. The 
artiste defended her 
man in the comments’ 

section of post about 
him when a fan said he 
was ‘unhandsome’.

Selena wrote: “I feel 
bad for you.” PopFaction 
posted photos of other 
comments where she 
defended Benny, writ-
ing: “He has treated me 
better than any human 
being on this planet.” In 
another comment, she 
shared: “He’s still better 
than anyone I’ve ever 
been with. Facts.”

Selena hinted at 
having a crush on some-
one when filming her 
Selena + Chefs holiday 
special. Selena dated 
Justin for eight years in 
an on-and-off relation-
ship before finally part-
ing ways in 2018. Justin 
worked with Benny in 
2021 and they have 
performed together on 
stage. Benny also pro-
duced Justin’s hit song, 
Love Yourself, from his 
2015 album, Purpose. 
After Selena, Justin 
married supermodel 
Hailey Baldwin.

Selena Gomez confirms romance with 
Benny Blanco

Hollywood star Keanu 
Reeves, who is known 
for the ‘John Wick’ fran-
chise, recently fell victim 
to burglary as masked 
burglars broke into his 
Hollywood Hills home.

They fled with a fire-
arm, reports New York 
Post.

The Los Angeles 
Police Depar tment 
first responded to an 
anonymous call about 
a possible trespasser 
at the ‘Matrix’ star’s 
property around 7:00 
p.m. Wednesday, but 
found no one there, law 
enforcement sources 
told TMZ.

Officers headed back 
around five hours later 
when an alarm started 
blaring at 1:00 a.m. 
Thursday, the outlet 
said.

As per New York Post, 
that time, police spot-
ted multiple men in ski 
masks on security cam-
eras smashing a window 
and entering the star’s 

home, estimated to be 
worth around $7 million. 
Police said the suspects 
took one firearm from 
the home before fleeing, 
the report said.

Reeves was not at the 
home at the time, the 
sources said.

Detectives are look-
ing at videos from 

around the home and 
from neighbours’ secu-
rity cameras. They are 
specifically looking into 
the possibility that the 
first call made Wednes-
day night was made by 
someone scoping out 
the house.

This is not the first time 
Reeves’ home has been 

broken into — in 2014, 
he faced two back-to-
back intruders.

Reeves then woke up 
and talked to the uniden-
tified woman, who alleg-
edly said she was there 
to meet him, and called 
911. Just one day later, 
another woman alleged-
ly walked into his home 
through an unlocked 
door while he was not 
home.

She allegedly got 
naked, jumped in his 
shower and skinny-
dipped in his pool, 
before the cleaning crew 
called police, according 
to TMZ.

Both women were 
taken into custody and 
were given psychologi-
cal evaluations. Earlier 
this year, Reeves and 
his partner, Alexandra 
Grant, were also grant-
ed a temporary restrain-
ing order against a man 
who claims he is related 
to the actor.

Masked burglars steal gun from 
Keanu Reeves Hollywood Hills home

The teaser of Bol-
lywood stars Hrithik 
Roshan and Deepika 
Padukone’s upcoming 
film ‘Fighter’ has been 
unveiled and it promises 
a solid aerial action film 
with thrilling dogfights, 
manoeuvres and low-
altitude flying of fighter 
aircrafts.

Hrithik Roshan and 
Deepika Padukone’s 
sizzling chemistry will 
also be visible in the 
movie.

The teaser begins 
with Hrithik’s character 
of Shamsher Pathania 
as his silhouette is seen 
walking on the runway. 

The engines are 
charged and the propel-
lers are boosted as the 
fighter aircrafts take off 
in a thrilling display of 
skill and manoeuvrability 
as the viewers are intro-
duced to the characters 
of Hrithik, Deepika and 
Anil Kapoor.

The teaser delivers 
a stupendous visual 
experience, immersing 

viewers into the world 
of ‘Fighter’. It captivates 
and promises a portray-
al of high-octane action, 
offering an adrenaline 
rush and igniting antici-
pation for the cinematic 
marvel to come.

The film has been 
helmed by superstar 
director Siddharth 
Anand, who is known 
for ‘Bang Bang!’, ‘War’ 
and ‘Pathaan’.

Talking about the film, 
Siddharth, director, and 
producer of the film, 
shared: “‘Fighter’ has 
been a labour of love 

and dedication. 
The teaser launch is 

an exciting prelude to 
the spectacle we aim 
to bring to the screen. 
It’s just a fraction of the 
drama and intensity 
that the movie encap-
sulates.”

He further mentioned: 
“This glimpse hints at 
the meticulous craft, 
from the exhilarating 
aerial sequences to the 
powerful performances 
by our talented cast. 
We’re thrilled to unveil 
this glimpse and set the 
stage for the thrilling 

spectacle that awaits 
audiences on 25 Janu-
ary, 2024.”

P r e s e n t e d  b y 
Viacom18 Studios in 
association with Marf-
lix Pictures, ‘Fighter’ 
assures an immersive 
narrative that seamless-
ly intertwines adrenaline 
pumping action and fer-
vent patriotism. 

This film is a celebra-
tion of the valour and 
courage epitomised by 
the Indian Air Force. The 
film will debut in theatres 
on January 25, 2024.

‘Fighter’ teaser assures another Bollywood 
blockbuster; Hrithik Roshan, Deepika 
Padukone starrer promises adrenaline rush

Actor Vicky Kaushal 
is celebrating the suc-
cess of his film, ‘Sam 
Bahadur.’ He recently 
appeared on ‘Koffee 
with Karan 8’ with 
Kiara Advani. The actor 
opened up about his 
personal life, discussing 
his “not so well planned” 
proposal to Katrina Kaif.

He shared, “It was 
very last minute. I had 
been warned by every-
body that if you don’t 
propose, it’s some-
thing you’ll have to be 
prepared for the rest 
of your life that you got 
to hear about it. I did 
that one day before the 
wedding.” “We planned 
a special dinner. It was 
a beautiful setup and 
everything. There was 
dinner just before any 
of the friends or fami-
lies could come. It was 
just us, so, yeah, it hap-
pened there,” added 
Vicky.

Vicky and Katrina tied 
the knot on December 9, 
2021, at Six Senses Fort 
Barwara, Rajasthan.

Recently,  Katrina Kaif 

heaped praise on her 
husband Vicky Kaushal 
for his performance in 
the biopic drama film 
‘Sam Bahadur’.

Taking to Instagram, 
Katrina shared a poster 
of the film which she 
captioned, “SAM BAHA-
DUR -@meghnagulzar 
such a poetic beautiful 
classic film , was trans-
ported to another era .. 
you can see your pas-
sion to telling his story 
and attention to detail in 
every shot.” “And SAM 
!!!!..... GRACE, HERO-
ISM , GRIT .What a 
performance, flawless, 
I’m just astounded , you 
are too inspiring , true 
to your craft in the most 
brilliant integral way , 
was so proud to watch 
you shine your way 
across the screen . I’ve 
seen you this last year 
pour yourself into this 
film and transform into 
sam. A performance to 
be remembered @vick-
ykaushal09,” she added.

‘Sam Bahadur’ is 
based on the life of 
India’s first Field Mar-

shal Sam Manekshaw. 
His career in the army 
spanned over four 
decades and five wars. 
He was the first Indian 
Army officer to be pro-
moted to the rank of 
Field Marshal and he led 
the victory in the 1971 

Indo-Pak war, which led 
to the creation of Ban-
gladesh.

The film was released 
in theatres on Decem-
ber 1.

‘Koffee With Karan’ 
season 8 streams on 
Disney+ Hotstar.

Vicky Kaushal gives details of how 
he proposed to Katrina Kaif

Vicky Kaushal and Katrina Kaif tied the knot on December 9, 2021
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NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday greeted 
former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on 
her 77th birthday.

“Best wishes to Smt. 

Sonia Gandhi Ji on her 
birthday. May she be 
blessed with a long and 
healthy life,” he said on 
X.

Sonia Gandhi, the lon-
gest serving Congress 
president, has taken a 

back seat from active 
politics in the last few 
years for health rea-
sons, with her son Rahul 
Gandhi and daughter 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
playing a key role in the 
party.

PM Modi greets Sonia Gandhi 
on her birthday

GANDHINAGAR, Dec 
9 (Agencies): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday said India’s 
GDP growth of 7.7 per 
cent in the first six 
months of the current 
fiscal year is a reflec-
tion of the country’s 
strengthening economy 
and the transformative 
reforms carried out in 
the last 10 years.

Addressing the ‘Infinity 
Forum 2.0’ conference 
at the GIFT City here 
via video link, Modi said 
his government wants 
to turn the Gujarat Inter-
national Finance Tec 

(GIFT) City into a global 
nerve centre of the new 
age global financial and 
technology services.

“In the first six months 
of this financial year, 
India has achieved a 

GDP growth of 7.7 per 
cent...Today, the entire 
world has pinned its 
hopes on India, and this 
did not happen just on its 
own. This is a reflection 
of India’s strengthening 

economy and also the 
transformative reforms 
carried out in the last 10 
years,” Modi said in his 
inaugural address.

India is one of the fast-
est growing fintech mar-

kets in the world today 
and the GIFT Interna-
tional Financial Services 
Centre (IFSC) is emerg-
ing as its centre, the PM 
said.

He urged experts to 
share their ideas on 
developing a market 
mechanism for green 
credits.

On the occasion, PM 
Modi congratulated the 
people of Gujarat over 
inclusion of the state’s 
traditional Garba dance 
in the UNESCO’s ‘Rep-
resentative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage of Humanity’.

India’s GDP growth is reflection of transformative 
reforms of last 10 years: Modi

Was addressing the ‘Infinity Forum 2.0’ conference at the GIFT City here via video link

HYDERABAD, Dec 9 (Agen-
cies): The first session of the 
Third Telangana Assembly 
began here on Saturday and 
the oath taking process of the 
newly-elected MLAs is under-
way.

Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy was the first to take oath, 
followed by Deputy Chief Min-
ister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka.

AIMIM MLA Akbaruddin Owaisi 
presided over the proceedings 
as the pro-tem Speaker.

Before the commencement of 
the session, Owaisi was admin-
istered the oath by Governor 
Tamilisai Soundararajan as the 
pro-tem Speaker at Raj Bhavan.

Meanwhile, the BJP decided 
to boycott the oath taking event, 
alleging violation of Assembly 
rules in the appointment of 
Owaisi as pro-tem Speaker.

Owaisi was appointed as pro-
tem Speaker though there were 
other senior members in the 
House, state BJP President G 

Kishan Reddy alleged.
“There is a tradition of a 

senior person being appointed 
as the pro-tem Speaker in the 
Assembly. The BJP opposes the 
appointment of Owaisi as pro-
tem Speaker as per an under-
standing (of Congress) with 
AIMIM,” Reddy said.

Observing that Congress has 
only a wafer-thin majority in 
the Assembly, he claimed that 
the government is faced with a 
situation of collapsing even for 

a small pretext. In view of this, 
the AIMIM member is made the 
pro-tem Speaker as per a plan, 
he alleged.

“Because of the violation of 
the legislative assembly’s rules, 
we are opposing the appoint-
ment of the AIMIM person as 
the pro-tem Speaker. Therefore, 
our members are boycotting 
from taking oath with him in the 
chair,” he said.

The Congress has begun its 
appeasement politics and vio-

lation of the traditions of legis-
lative assembly just three days 
after assuming power, Reddy 
alleged.

He pointed out that the BJP 
has already claimed that there 
is a tacit understanding between 
Congress and AIMIM.

During the recent election 
campaign, it was alleged (by 
Congress) that the BJP and 
AIMIM were one. Now, Telanga-
na people should know on what 
criteria Owaisi has been made 
as pro-tem Speaker in violation 
of rules, Reddy said.

The true colours of Congress 
have come out again, he added.

The BJP would like the election 
of Speaker to be held after the 
appointment of a senior member 
as pro-tem Speaker. The party 
would take up the issue with the 
Governor, he said.

The BJP MLAs would take 
oath after the regular Speaker 
assumes office, Reddy said.

Newly-elected MLAs take oath as maiden session 
of Telangana Assembly begins

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): The Nation-
al Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Saturday car-
ried out raids at 44 loca-
tions in Karnataka and 
Maharashtra in an ISIS 
terror conspiracy case.

Of the 44 locations 
being raided by the 
NIA since morning, 
the agency sleuths 
searched one place in 
Karnataka, two in Pune, 
31 in Thane Rural, nine 
in Thane city and one 
in Bhayander, sources 
said.

The anti-terror agency 
sleuths raided these 
locations in close coor-
dination with the police 
forces of Maharashtra 
and Karnataka, they 
said.

The case pertains to 

a criminal conspiracy 
hatched by accused 
persons and their asso-
ciates, who had pledged 
to the violent extremist 
ideology of proscribed 
terrorist organisations, 
including Al-Qaeda and 
ISIS and had formed a 

terrorist gang.
The terrorist organ-

isations had recruited 
like-minded youth into 
their fold besides con-
ducting religious classes 
to wage violent jihad to 
establish Islamic rule in 
India.

NIA raids 44 locations in 
Karnataka, Maharashtra in 
ISIS terror conspiracy case

KOLKATA , Dec 9 
(Agencies): The Cal-
cutta High Court has 
ruled that even mar-
ried women, being a 
member of their pater-
nal families, are entitled 
to get a state govern-
ment job on compas-
sionate grounds.

Although a division 
bench of Justices 
Debangsu Basak and 
Shabbar Rashidi deliv-
ered the order on Friday, 
the copy of the order 
was available only on 
Saturday morning.

The bench passed the 
order in a case on a job 
application made by 
Rekha Pal, for compen-
satory job against land 

owned by her father for 
a government project, 
which was rejected by 
the West Bengal gov-
ernment since she was 
married at the time of 
application.

The land was procured 
for Bakreswar Thermal 
Power Station, a project 
of West Bengal Power 
Development Corpora-
tion Limited, in Birbhum 
district.

In 2012, the state gov-
ernment issued a notifi-
cation announcing jobs 
to one member of each 
family whose land was 
acquired.

Accordingly Rekha 
Pal applied for the job. 
However, the state gov-

ernment rejected the 
application on grounds 
that she was married at 
the time of application.

She then approached 
an erstwhile single-
judge bench of the Cal-
cutta High Court against 
the rejection of applica-

tion and argued that 
since after her father’s 
demise she had taken 
the full  responsibility 
of her widowed mother, 
she should be given the 
job.

The single- judge 
bench agreed to her 

argument and in 2014 
directed the state gov-
ernment to grant her the 
job.

However, the state 
government immediate-
ly challenged that order 
at the division bench of 
the Calcutta High Court.

Finally on Friday, the 
division bench, too, 
upheld the order of the 
single-judge bench.

In his argument, Pal’s 
counsel argued that 
if a widow or divorced 
woman is entitled to 
be considered as a 
member of her paternal 
family, why should the 
same not be applicable 
for a married woman.

Married girls entitled to govt jobs on compassionate 
grounds: Calcutta High Court

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 (Agencies): The 
Delhi Police’s Special Cell has appre-
hended two members of the Lawrence 
Bishnoi criminal gang following a brief 
exchange of fire in the Vasant Kunj area 
here, police said on Saturday.

One of them is a juvenile. They -- 
Anish (23) and a 15-year-old -- were 
apprehended from near Pocket 9 of 

Vasant Kunj on Friday night, they said.
Police had information that the duo 

had been tasked to “fire” outside a 
prominent hotel in south Delhi, police 
said, adding that the motive seemed to 
be extortion.

They had received instructions from 
Amit, lodged at a jail in Punjab, on the 
directions of gangster Anmol Bishnoi, 
they said.

Anmol Bishnoi is a cousin of Lawrence 
Bishnoi and it is suspected that he is 
hiding in Canada. Lawrence Bishnoi is 
lodged in Gujarat’s Sabarmati jail.

Five rounds were fired by the accused 
and in retaliation, two rounds by police 
in self-defence. No one was injured, 
police said.

Police have seized two pistols and 
four live cartridges, and one motorcycle.

Anish is named in six cases of armed 
robbery, the Arms Act and assault and 
the juvenile in an armed robbery case 
in Haryana’s Rohtak district.

2 members of Lawrence Bishnoi 
gang nabbed in Delhi’s Vasant Kunj

NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): Ahead of 
the crucial meeting to 
evaluate the party’s per-
formance in the recent 
Rajasthan assembly 
polls, Congress leader 
and Rajasthan caretak-
er Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot on Saturday crit-
icized the BJP’s delay 
in announcing Chief 
Minister faces for three 
Hindi heartland states 
-- Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Rajas-
than, saying that “there 
is no discipline in this 
party.”

“There is no discipline 
in this party. If we had 
done the same, I don’t 
know what allegations 
they would have levelled 
against us and misled 
people. They polarized 
the polls... We will coop-
erate with the new gov-
ernment,” he said while 
speaking to agency.

Mr Gehlot, who is in 
Delhi to take part in a 
meeting to review the 
party’s performance in 
recently held assem-
bly polls in Rajasthan, 
also commented on the 
delay in announcing the 
Rajasthan BJP Chief 
Minister face, saying, 
“If Congress had not 
selected a CM for this 
long, then they (BJP) 
would have shouted a 
lot.”

“In the Gogamedi 
case, I had to sign a doc-
ument stating ‘no objec-
tion’ to an NIA probe. 
This should have been 
done by the new Chief 
Minister. For seven days 
now, they (BJP) have 
not been able to select 
a Chief Minister; I want 
them to take a decision 
quickly,” he said while 
speaking to reporters.

Gehlot further accused 
the BJP of winning the 

assembly election in the 
state by raising religious 
issues and polarizing 
people.

“They polarized the 
polls; they brought 
issues like triple talaq, 
the abrogation of Article 
370, the Kanhaiya Lal 
murder, and propa-
gated lies that Muslims 
were given 50 lakhs and 
Hindus only 5 lakhs. 
They won the election 
by spreading lies,” said 
Gehlot. 

However, he added 
that they would cooper-
ate with the new govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge and party MP 
Rahul Gandhi have 
arrived at the All India 
Congress Committee 
(AICC) headquarters 
in Delhi for the key 
meeting to assess the 
party’s performance in 
the recent Rajasthan 
assembly polls.

Rajasthan Congress 
leader Govind Singh 
Dotasra has also arrived 
in Delhi to take part in the 
meeting. He expressed 
the party’s focus on 
analyzing shortcomings 
and making corrections 
for the upcoming Lok 
Sabha elections. “We 
will deliberate on the 
reasons behind why we 
could return to power in 
the state. We will ana-
lyze our shortcomings 
and make corrections 
for the upcoming Lok 
Sabha elections,” he 
said.

Congress brass on 
Friday held separate 
meetings to review the 
party’s losses in Chhat-
tisgarh and Madhya 
Pradesh and sought 
a detailed report from 
state unit chiefs on its 
dismal performance 
in the recent round of 
assembly elections, 

party leaders said. 
The meeting was 

convened by Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge at the AICC 
headquarters in Delhi, 
where former party chief 
Rahul Gandhi and other 
senior leaders were also 
present.

The election results in 
four states, especially 
the losses in Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, and 
Chhattisgarh, came as 
a huge blow to the Con-
gress’s hopes for 2024, 
as it is now out of power 
across a vast swathe 
of the Hindi heartland. 
In Rajasthan, the vote 
count painted a starkly 
different picture to what 
some of the pollsters 
had predicted, with the 
BJP poised to form 
the government, win-
ning 115 seats, and the 
Congress trailing at 69 
seats.

Ashok Gehlot Slams BJP Over Delay In Announcing 
Chief Ministers

THANE, Dec 9 (Agen-
cies): A 28-year-old 
labourer died after he 
fell down from the ter-
race of a three-storey 
building in Khandesh-
war area near Panvel in 
Maharashtra’s Raigad 
district during the water 
tank cleaning work, 
police said on Saturday.

The incident took 
place around 11.45 am 
on Friday, following 
which the police reg-
istered a case against 
the contractor for not 
providing necessary 
safety equipment to the 
deceased, an official 
of Khandeshwar police 
station said.

The victim, Maruti 
Joma Gute, was clean-

ing the water tanks of 
the building when he 
accidentally fell down 
from the terrace and 
died on the spot. 

Based on a complaint 
lodged by his wife, a 
case was filed against 
contractor Nagesh 
Gupta.

The contractor alleg-
edly did not provide 
safety equipment to the 
worker, which led to his 
death, the complaint 
said.

Gupta was booked 
under Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) section 
304(a) (causing death 
of any person by doing 
rash or negligent act not 
amounting to culpable 
homicide) and others.

Worker dies after 
falling from building 
terrace during water 
tank cleaning work
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PALESTINIAN TER-
RITORIES, Dec 9 
(Agencies): Israel 
pressed its offensive 
against Hamas militants 
in Gaza on Saturday 
after the United States 
blocked an extraordi-
nary UN bid to call for 
a ceasefire in the two-
month war.

Hamas and the Pales-
tinian Authority swiftly 
condemned the US 
veto as the Hamas-run 
health ministry put the 
latest death count in 
Gaza at 17,487 people, 
mostly women and chil-
dren.

An Israeli strike on the 
southern city of Khan 
Yunis killed six people, 
while five others died 
in a separate attack in 
Rafah, the ministry said 
Saturday.

Israel has vowed to 
eradicate Hamas over 
its unprecedented attack 
on October 7 when 
militants broke through 
Gaza’s mil i tarised 
border to kill around 
1,200 people and seize 
hostages, 138 of whom 
remain captive, accord-
ing to Israeli figures.

Vast areas of Gaza 
have been reduced to 
rubble and the UN says 
about 80 per cent of the 
population has been dis-
placed, with dire short-
ages of food, fuel, water 
and medicine reported.

“It’s so cold, and the 
tent is so small. All I 
have are the clothes I 
wear, I still don’t know 
what the next step will 
be,” said Mahmud Abu 
Rayan, displaced from 
Beit Lahia in the north.

A UN Security Coun-
cil resolution that would 
have called for an imme-
diate ceasefire was 
vetoed by the United 
States on Friday.

US envoy Robert 
Wood said the resolu-
tion was “divorced from 

reality” and “would have 
not moved the needle 
forward on the ground”.

Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Eli Cohen said the 
ceasefire “would pre-
vent the collapse of the 
Hamas terrorist orga-
nization, which is com-
mitting war crimes and 
crimes against human-
ity, and would enable it 
to continue ruling the 
Gaza Strip”.

Hamas slammed on 
Saturday the US rejec-
tion of the ceasefire bid 
as “a direct participation 
of the occupation in kill-
ing our people and com-
mitting more massacres 
and ethnic cleansing”.

Palestinian Prime 
Minister Mohammed 
Shtayyeh said it was “a 
disgrace and another 
blank cheque given to 
the occupying state to 
massacre, destroy and 
displace”.

The veto was swiftly 
condemned by humani-
tarian groups, with 
Doctors Without Bor-
ders (MSF) saying the 
Security Council was 
“complicit in the ongo-
ing slaughter”.

Israel’s military said 
Friday it had struck 450 
targets in Gaza over 24 
hours, showing footage 
of strikes from naval 
vessels in the Mediter-
ranean.

The Hamas health 

ministry reported 40 
dead near Gaza City in 
the north, and dozens 
more in Jabalia and the 
main southern city of 
Khan Yunis.

- ‘Spiralling nightmare’ 
Following two months 

of conflict and bombard-
ment, UN chief Antonio 
Guterres said Friday 
“the people of Gaza are 
looking into the abyss”.

“People are desper-
ate, fearful and angry,” 
he said.

“All this takes place 
amid a spiralling human-
itarian nightmare.”

Many of the 1.9 mil-
lion Gazans who have 
been displaced by the 
war have headed south, 
turning Rafah near the 
Egyptian border into a 
vast camp.

With the death count of 
medical workers in the 
conflict mounting, more 
than a dozen World 
Health Organization 
member states submit-
ted a draft resolution on 
Friday that urged Israel 
to respect its obligations 
under international law 
to protect humanitarians 
in Gaza.

They called for Israel 
to “respect and protect” 
medical and humanitar-
ian workers exclusively 
involved in carrying out 
medical duties, as well 
as hospitals and other 
medical facilities.

Only 14 of the 36 hos-
pitals in the Gaza Strip 
were functioning in any 
capacity, according to 
United Nations’ humani-
tarian agency OCHA.

With the civilian toll 
mounting, US Nation-
al Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby 
told reporters Friday that 
Washington believes 
Israel needs to do more 
to protect civilians in the 
conflict.

“We certainly all recog-
nize more can be done 
to... reduce civilian casu-
alties. And we’re going 
to keep working with our 
Israeli counterparts to 
that end,” he said.

The death count also 
rose in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank, where 
Israeli forces shot dead 
six Palestinians on 
Friday, the territory’s 
health ministry said.

Israel said Friday it has 
lost 91 soldiers in Gaza.

It said two others were 
wounded in a failed 
bid to rescue hostages 
overnight, and that 
“numerous terrorists” 
were killed in the opera-
tion.

Hamas claimed a hos-
tage was killed in the 
operation, and released 
a video purporting to 
show the body, which 
could not be indepen-
dently verified.

Hamas rocket parts, 

launchers and other 
weapons as well as a 
one-kilometre tunnel 
were found at Al-Azhar 
University in Gaza 
City, the army said, as 
it warned residents to 
move west.

- US embassy attack -
An attack on the US 

embassy in Iraq on 
Friday deepened fears 
of wider regional con-
flict.

Salvoes of rockets 
were launched against 
the mission in Bagh-
dad’s heavily fortified 
Green Zone, adding to 
dozens of recent rocket 
and drone strikes by 
pro-Iran groups against 
American or coalition 
forces in Iraq and Syria.

Separately, three Hez-
bollah fighters and a 
Syrian were killed on 
Friday in an Israeli drone 
strike on their car in the 
south of Syria, a war 
monitor said.

“A Syrian and three 
Lebanese Hezbollah 
fighters from the sur-
veillance and missile-
launching unit were 
killed in the Israeli drone 
strike on their rented 
car” in Madinat al-Baath 
town in the province of 
Quneitra, close to the 
Israel-annexed Golan 
Heights, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights head Rami Abdel 
Rahman told agency.

The previous day the 
Observatory, which has 
a network of sources 
in Syria, reported that 
Israel hit sites close to 
Damascus with eight 
missiles, as well as a 
“regime military post in 
the province of Qunei-
tra”, without causing any 
casualties.

The strikes were a 
response to the bom-
bardment of the Golan 
Heights, the monitor 
said.

6 Killed In Israeli Strikes On Gaza After US Vetoes 
UN Bid For Ceasefire

India, Nations With High Per 
Capita Emissions Can’t Be 
Clubbed: Senior EU Official

DUBAI, Dec 9 (Agen-
cies): Clubbing India 
with emitters like China 
and the US is com-
pletely unacceptable as 
its per capita emissions 
are “very low”, a senior 
official of the European 
Parliament said today.

Talking to news 
agency at the UN cli-
mate talks here, Peter 
Liese, a German poli-
tician and a member 
of the European Par-
liament, emphasised: 
“Indian people should 
be able to own a car 
when people in Germa-
ny own two cars.” There 
have been concerted 
attempts to club India 
with major emitters like 
the US at climate nego-
tiations despite its low 
per capita emissions.

“It is very important to 
acknowledge for every-
body that per capita 
emissions of the UAE, 
China and the US... 
they are very different 
from India.

“Many people in 
Europe put China 
and India in the same 
basket and sometimes 
even with the Gulf states 
which is completely 
unacceptable. India 
has very low per capita 
emissions compared 
to these countries,” he 
said.

India’s per capita 
carbon dioxide emis-
sions rose by around 
five per cent last year to 
reach 2 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide but these were 
still less than half of the 
global average, accord-
ing to a report released 
by a global team of sci-
entists earlier this week.

The scientists said the 
United States topped 
the per capita emissions 
chart with every individu-
al in the country emitting 
14.9 tonnes of CO2, fol-
lowed by Russia (11.4), 
Japan (8.5), China (8), 
and the European Union 

(6.2). The global aver-
age stood at 4.7 tonnes.

On the controversial 
Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism, a 
border tax the EU plans 
to impose on energy-
intensive goods from 
developing countries 
like India, Liese said 
meeting the bloc’s cli-
mate promises is “just 
not possible” without it.

The EU has pledged to 
cut emissions by at least 
55 per cent by 2030, 
compared with the 1990 
levels. “Despite low per 
capita emissions, India’s 
cement, iron and steel 
are as carbon-intensive 
as produced elsewhere 
in the world. So we need 
to find a good balance 
here,” he said.

The European Union’s 
plan to impose a carbon 
tax on goods imported 
from developing coun-
tries like India and China 
has sparked a debate at 
the international climate 
conference in Dubai, 
with poorer countries 
firmly arguing that this 
tax will harm livelihoods 
and economic growth.

The Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM) aims to set a 
fair price on the carbon 
emitted during the 
production of energy-
intensive products like 
iron, steel, cement, fer-
tilizers and aluminium in 
non-EU countries.

This serves two pur-
poses: creating a 
level playing field for 
domestically manufac-
tured green goods and 
reducing emissions from 
imports which account 

for around 20 percent 
of the bloc’s total emis-
sions. The carbon tax 
will come into effect from 
January 1, 2026. During 
the trial period, which 
started on October 1, 
2023, companies from 
seven carbon-intensive 
sectors, including steel, 
cement, fertiliser, alu-
minium and hydrocar-
bon products, have to 
share emissions data 
with the EU.

The EU enforces 
tough rules on carbon 
emissions. Its ‘Emis-
sions Trading System’ 
caps emissions from 
industries and lets them 
buy ‘allowances’ if they 
exceed their limits. But 
the bloc fears this strict-
ness might push some 
businesses to move to 
countries with relaxed 
rules. This is called 
carbon leakage.

A recent study by the 
United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and 
Development (2021) 
shows that through 
CBAM, a USD 44 per 
tonne carbon tax would 
cut leakage by more 
than half, from 13.3 per 
cent to 5.2 per cent.

According to a study 
conducted by the New 
Delhi-based public 
policy think tank Centre 
for Social and Econom-
ic Progress (CSEP), 
Indian exporters of steel 
and aluminium could 
lose up to USD 2 billion 
due to border taxation 
in European countries, 
bearing in mind that 
India was the eighth-
largest exporter of iron 
and steel to the EU in 
2019.

Some believe that 
while carbon taxes 
may prompt producers 
to reduce emissions, 
they divert the focus of 
resource-deficient coun-
tries from adapting to cli-
mate impacts to cutting 
emissions.

Hamas and the Palestinian Authority swiftly condemned the US veto as the Hamas-run health 
ministry put the latest death toll in Gaza at 17,487 people, mostly women and children.

SEOUL, Dec 9 (Agen-
cies): The national 
security advisers of the 
United States, South 
Korea and Japan called 
on Saturday for a stron-
ger international push to 
suppress North Korea’s 
development of nuclear 
weapons and missiles 
and its military coopera-
tion with other countries 
amid concerns about its 
alleged arms transfers 
to Russia.

The meeting in Seoul 
came as tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula are at 
their highest in years, 
with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un accelerat-
ing the expansion of 
his nuclear and missile 
program and flaunting 
an escalatory nuclear 
doctrine that authorizes 
the preemptive use of 
nuclear weapons.

The United States and 
its Asian allies have 
responded by increas-
ing the visibility of their 
trilateral security coop-
eration in the region and 
strengthening their com-
bined military exercises, 
which Kim condemns as 
invasion rehearsals.

In a joint news confer-
ence after the meeting, 
Cho said the three secu-
rity advisers reaffirmed 
North Korea’s obliga-
tions under multiple 
U.N. Security Council 
resolutions that call for 
its denuclearization and 
bans any weapons trade 

with other countries.
“We agreed to 

strengthen a coordina-
tion among the three 
countries to secure the 
international commu-
nity’s strict implementa-
tion” of the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions, Cho 
said.

Cho said the three also 
highly praised South 
Korea, the U.S., Japan 
and Australia announc-
ing their own sanctions 
on North Korea over 
its spy satellite launch 
last month. North Korea 
argues it the right to 
launch spy satellites to 
monitor U.S. and South 
Korean military activities 
and enhance the threat 
of its nuclear-capable 
missiles.

Washington, Seoul 
and Tokyo have also 
expressed concerns 
about a potential arms 
alignment between 
North Korea and Russia. 
They worry Kim is pro-
viding badly needed 
munitions to help Rus-
sian President Vladi-

mir Putin wage war in 
Ukraine in exchange 
for Russian technology 
assistance to upgrade 
his nuclear-armed mili-
tary.

Following the meet-
ing, U.S. national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sul-
livan said Washington 
is working with Seoul 
and Tokyo to strengthen 
defense cooperation. 
He said they also seek 
to improve response 
to North Korean mis-
sile testing and space 
launch activities, includ-
ing a real-time informa-
tion sharing arrange-
ment on North Korean 
missile launches that the 
countries plan to start in 
December.

Sullivan said the coun-
tries will also respond 
to North Korean cyber-
crimes, cryptocurrency 
money laundering and 
other efforts to bypass 
U.S.-led international 
sanctions aimed at 
choking off funds going 
to its nuclear weapons 
and missile program.

“When it comes to the 
DPRK, we are keep-
ing our eye on the ball, 
because it continues 
to represent a threat to 
international peace and 
security and regional 
peace and security,” 
Sullivan said, using the 
initials of North Korea’s 
formal name, the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic 
of Korea.

Sullivan held separate 
bilateral talks Friday with 
South Korea’s national 
security office direc-
tor, Cho Tae-yong, and 
Japan’s national secu-
rity secretariat secretary 
general, Takeo Akiba.

Sullivan also met with 
South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol.

At a dinner reception 
for Sullivan and Akiba 
on Friday, Yoon said it 
is critical the three coun-
tries continue to build 
on his August summit 
with U.S. President Joe 
Biden and Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida at Camp David, 
where they vowed to 
deepen security and 
economic cooperation.

South Korea’s presi-
dential office said Sulli-
van expressed support 
for the South’s recent 
decision to partially 
suspend a 2018 inter-
Korean military agree-
ment on reducing border 
tensions, which had 
established border buf-
fers and no-fly zones, to 

strengthen front-line sur-
veillance of the North.

At their one-on-one 
meeting Friday, Cho and 
Akiba discussed build-
ing broader “interna-
tional solidarity” in deal-
ing with North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile pro-
gram. They said it poses 
a threat “not only to the 
Korean Peninsula, but 
also to the regional and 
international community 
as a whole,” Seoul said.

The U.S., South 
Korean and Japanese 
national security advis-
ers last held a trilat-
eral meeting in June in 
Tokyo.

The discussions 
between the national 
security advisers in 
Seoul came after the 
U.S., South Korean 
and Japanese nuclear 
envoys met in Tokyo for 
separate talks on North 
Korea.

The nuclear envoys 
shared their assess-
ments about North 
Korea’s recent satellite 
launch and weapons 
development and dis-
cussed ways to more 
effectively respond to 
North Korea’s cyber 
theft activities and other 
illicit efforts to evade 
U.S.-led international 
sanctions and finance 
its weapons program, 
the South Korean and 
Japanese foreign minis-
tries said.

South Korean intelli-

gence officials have said 
the Russians likely pro-
vided technology sup-
port for North Korea’s 
successful satellite 
launch in November, 
which followed two failed 
launches.

North Korea has said 
its spy satellite transmit-
ted imagery with space 
views of key sites in 
the U.S. and South 
Korea, including the 
White House and the 
Pentagon. But it hasn’t 
released any of those 
satellite photos. Many 
outside experts ques-
tion whether the North’s 
satellite is sophisticated 
enough to send militar-
ily useful high-resolution 
imagery.

Kim has vowed to 
launch more satellites, 
saying his military needs 
to acquire space-based 
reconnaissance capa-
bilities.

South Korean intelli-
gence and military offi-
cials have said North 
Korea may have shipped 
more than a million artil-
lery shells to Russia 
beginning in August, 
weeks before Kim trav-
eled to Russia’s Far 
East for a rare summit 
with Putin that sparked 
international concerns 
about a potential arms 
deal. Both Moscow and 
Pyongyang have denied 
U.S. and South Korean 
claims about the alleged 
arms transfers.

US, South Korea, Japan urges global push to curb North 
Korea’s nuke program

PESHAWAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): At least five 
wanted terrorists were 
killed in a clash with 
security forces during 
an operation in the res-
tive northwest Pakistan, 
the Pakistan Army said 
on Saturday.

The incident occurred 
on Friday in the volatile 
Tank district bordering 
South Waziristan where 
the forces launched the 
operation on the report-
ed presence of terror-
ists in the area.

In the lethal exchange 
of fire, five militants 
were killed, the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions, the media wing of 
the Army, said.

The forces seized 
huge quantities of arms 
and ammunition from 
the possession of the 
slain terrorists.

The terrorists killed 
were wanted by the 
forces for their attacks 
on the forces, target kill-

ings, and money extor-
tion.

Clearance operations 
are still under way in the 
area due to the possible 
presence of more terror-
ists, it said.

Pakistan has wit-
nessed an uptick in 
terror activities in recent 
months, especially in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Balochistan prov-
inces after the banned 
militant Tehreek-i-Tali-
ban Pakistan ended its 
ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November 
last year.

According to data 
from the Pakistan Insti-
tute for Conflict and 
Security Studies, the 
country experienced a 
34 per cent increase 
in anti-state violence 
last month. It showed 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
as the most affected 
province, documenting 
51 attacks, causing 54 
fatalities and 81 injuries.

5 wanted terrorists 
killed in restive 
northwest Pakistan
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LG Sinha urges people to 
generously contribute 

to Armed Forces Flag Day 
fund

Ashwani Kumar; Ashok Kumar; Janak 
Singh; Vinod Badkulia and Rajinder Kumar 
were present.

JK High Court imposes Rs 
2 Lakh penalty on Health 

Director over 2003 
Decree

petitions to restore the writ petition and 
condone the delay in its restoration, all of 
which were dismissed by various courts.

In 2018, the respondents approached 
the Executing Court, asserting they had 
already complied with the 2003 decree. 

Despite the Executing Court instructing 
one of the judgment debtors to appear on 
May 30, 2018, to show cause, the directive 
went unheeded. Instead of compliance, the 
petitioners opted to file the present petition, 
alleging that the Executing Court’s order 
was legally flawed.

Justice Sreedharan, in his order, under-
scored the petitioners’ history of neglect 
and delay. Despite ample opportunities to 
present their case, the petitioner Depart-
ment chose further delay by filing the cur-
rent petition, pending for five years.

The court emphasised that the depart-
ment had sufficient chances to explain 
its compliance with the decree before the 
executing court but opted for frivolous liti-
gation. Recognising the blatant disregard 
for court orders and system manipulation, 
the court imposed a Rs. 2,00,000/- fine on 
the petitioners, payable to the decree-hold-
er within 30 days. Additionally, the court 
granted the Union Territory the liberty to 
recover costs from the Director of Health 

Services, Kashmir.
Upon dismissing the plea, the matter was 

listed on March 11, 2024 to secure compli-
ance.

372 gentlemen cadets 
pass out of IMA

Sudan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan.

Uttar Pradesh had the highest repre-
sentation in the course with 68 gentle-
men cadets followed by Uttarakhand (42), 
Rajasthan (34), Maharashtra (28), Bihar 
(27), Haryana (22), Punjab (20), Himachal 
Pradesh (14), Jammu-Kashmir (10), Kerala 
(9), West Bengal (9), Madhya Pradesh (7), 
Jharkhand (5), Odisha (5), Andhra Pradesh 
(4), Tamil Nadu (4), Delhi (2), Gujarat (2), 
Chandigarh (2), Arunachal Pradesh (1), 
Assam (1), Manipur (1), Meghalaya (1) and 
Telangana (1).

JKSSB announces 

vacancies in Social 
Welfare Department

government service/contractual employ-
ees is 40 years.

The application fee is Rs 500 for can-
didates belonging to OM, RBA, ALC/IB, 
OSC, PSP, ESM and Rs 400 for candidates 
belonging to EWS, SC, ST, and PwD. The 
date, exam centre and syllabus of the exam 
will be notified separately. The exam will 
consist of objective type questions in the 
English language only. There will also be 
negative marking against wrong answers.

For more details, visit here https://
j kssb .n ic . in /Pdf /Adv_Not ice_02_
of_2023_08122023.pdf

New Rehari Welfare 
Society to hold meeting 

on Dec 10

The executive members who were pres-
ent in the meeting included Surinder Singh, 
Anil Malhotra, Vikram Samyal, Rajiv Maha-
jan, Gourab Kapahi, Surinder Gupta, Sand-
eep Sharma, Raju Mehta, Yogesh Pandoh 
(Manttu), Manik Gupta, Lalit Kumar, Vicky, 
Yashpal Gupta and Mohinder Singh.

Zojila accident: Injured 
Kerala tourist 

succumbs; toll six
accident on December 05, succumbed 

at SKIMS Soura.
Five persons including four tourists 

from Kerala and a local driver died in the 
tragic road accident near Zojila Pass on 
December 05, when a vehicle on way 
from Sonamarg to Kargil rolled down into 
a deep gorge near Zojila.

Two other tourists were injured and were 
discharged from the hospital a few days 
ago.
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KISHTWAR, Dec 9: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference 
senior leader Ajeet 
Bhagat has welcomed 
the appointment of local 
officer Atul Dulloo as 
the Chief Secretary of 
the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
and said that he will ful-
fill the expectations of 
the local people.

Bhagat said that 
people hope that with 
Atal Dulloo becoming 
the Chief Secretary of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
he will understand the 
basic problems of the 
people and fulfill their 
hopes and aspirations 

to solve them. Bhagat 
also said that like the 
new DGP, he too would 
organize a Janata 
Durbar to listen to the 
people’s problems and 
resolve them.

The senior National 
Conference leader said 
that the appointment of 
local officer Atul Dulloo 
as Chief Secretary 
has not only raised the 
hopes of the common 
people of the state but 
also given a new hope 
to the Kashmiri home-
less community that 
their problems will be 
resolved. 

Now it will be resolved 
and concrete policy will 
be developed to solve 
them.

Ajeet Bhagat said that 
being a local, Chief 
Secretary Atal Dulloo 
understands the ground 
reality very well and can 
solve the basic prob-
lems of the people very 
well. 

He said that in view of 
this, the expectations 
of his appointment 
have increased to a 
great extent among the 
common people.

The senior leader of 
the National Conference 
also said that he hoped 
to keep his doors fully 
open to the common 
people who would go 
a long way in bridging 
the gap between the 
common people and the 
administration.

Ajeet Bhagat welcomes Atal 
Dulloo appointment as 
Chief SecretaryTop News Report

KAKRYAL, Dec 9: The 
554th birth anniversary 
of Shri Guru Nanak Dev 
was celebrated by Sikh 
Sangat of Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University 
and Narayana Hospital, 
Kakryal. The event start-
ed with Akhand Paath 
in SMVDU campus 
residence of Dr. Balbir 
Singh, Dean, Academic 
Affairs, SMVDU where 
in students, faculty and  
staff with their family 
are enlightened with 
Gurubani for three days.

On 3rd day, Sangat 
of Narayan Hospital, 
Nursing college and 
SMVDU are mesmer-
ized by Kirtan and Gur-
bani Vichar by promi-
nent Kirtan Jatha from 
Jammu and Udhampur. 

Guru Ka Langer served 
amidst recitation of 
Shabads.

Everyone paid obei-
sance to the Guru 
Granth Sahib and got 
the blessings of Guru 

Sahib. The contribution 
of Hond and IK-Bani 
digital media chan-
nels in making whole 
function available to 
devotees across the 
world is highly appreci-

ated. The Sikh Sangat 
whole heartedly hon-
oured Professor Pra-
gati Kumar, Vice Chan-
cellor, SMVDU, Dr. 
Gopal Sharma, CEO, 
Narayana Hospital, Ajay 

Kumar Sharma, JKAS, 
Registrar, SMVDU, 
Neeraj Gupta, Finance 
Officer, SMVDU and 
M M Mathavan, Facil-
ity Director, NH in the 
function.

The teaching from 
the Life of Shri Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji and  the 
basic tenets of Sikhism 
namely Naam Japna, 
Kirat Karana and Vand  
Chakna  were reiter-
ated  in the event.  Joint 
efforts of Sikh Sangat of 
SMVDU and NH espe-
cially Jaswinder Singh, 
Dr. Rajpal Singh from 
NH and Opinder Singh 
Sidhu, and  students 
of SMVDU are highly 
appreciated in spread-
ing communal harmony 
and brotherhood among 
devotees thronged the 
celebration.

554th Birth anniversary celebration of Shri Guru 
Nanak Dev organized by SMVDU and NH
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DODA, Dec  9: In 
an emergency meet-
ing convened today at 
Doda, the All Transport 
Association District 
Doda expressed con-
cerns over what they 
perceive as increas-
ing regulatory burdens 
imposed by the district 
administration.

Chief among the 
issues discussed was a 
recent directive stipulat-
ing a maximum speed 
limit of 30 km/h for all 
vehicles on the road.

Transporters argued 
that the specified speed 

limits contradicted con-
tractual agreements 
with vehicle manufac-
turers, which typically 
set speeds higher than 
the mandated limit. The 
association asserted 
that adherence to the 
new speed restrictions 
would be impractical and 
called for a reevaluation 
of the imposed limits. 
Participants empha-
sized that the district 
administration should 
prioritize addressing 
road conditions rather 
than restricting vehicle 
speeds.

Another contentious 
issue raised during the 
meeting was the order 

to install CCTV cameras 
in vehicles, The Chenab 
Times reported earlier. 
The All Transport Asso-
ciation District Doda 
contended that this 
directive lacked a legal 
basis in the Motor Vehi-
cles Department Act 
(MVD-Act). Questions 
were posed regarding 
the control and moni-
toring of these cameras, 
highlighting the absence 
of a designated control 
room.

Furthermore, trans-
porters expressed dis-
satisfaction with the 
administration’s alleged 
targeting of previously 
approved vehicles, 

citing instances of 
undue harassment in 
the form of identifying 
defects in vehicles that 
had previously received 
clearance. The associa-
tion called for a recon-
sideration of these 
orders before the next 
meeting.

As a sign of protest, 
the All Transport Asso-
ciation District Doda 
declared that vehicles 
across the district would 
not operate on roads 
starting from Monday. 
This decision was for-
malized in a resolu-
tion where all transport 
associations within the 
district affixed their 

respective signatures. 
The resolution has been 
submitted to the district 
administration for their 
consideration.

The All Transport 
Association District 
Doda asserted their 
right to peaceful pro-
test and appealed to 
the administration to 
address their griev-
ances. 

The resolution outlined 
the concerns raised 
during the meeting and 
urged a collaborative 
and constructive dia-
logue between the 
transporters and the 
district administration to 
find equitable solutions.

Transporters in District Doda challenge recent orders
Speed Limits, CCTV Cameras, and Vehicle Inspections Spark Controversy
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BHADARWAH, Dec 
9: Government Higher 
Secondary School 
Bhalra, Bhadarwah 
organised “International 
Anti Corruption Day” at 
here on Saturday.

On the occasion, 
through paintings, 
NCC Cadets and other 
students of the institu-
tion shared their ideas 
about the importance 
of the corruption free 
India. It further stated 
that the main aim of 
the event was also to 
highlight the immediate 
need to aware general 
masses about this mal-
aise which has inflicted 

morally bad impact on 
the society.

Dring the program 
NCC Cadets, students 
and staff members took 
pledge about the eradi-
cation of Corruption.

The programme was 

organised and guided 
by Dr. Sanjeev Kumar 
Koul (Associate NCC 
Officer) under the 
supervision of Pradeep 
Singh Billawria Principal 
of the Institution.

soul in heaven.

GHSS Bhalra organises 
International Anti Corruption Day
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JAMMU, Dec 9: Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Jammu 
and Kashmir unit has 
accused the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center 
of marginalizing Hindus 
and Sikhs in Jammu and 
indifference towards the 
demands of rehabilita-
tion of Kashmiri Hindus 
and PoJK displaced 
persons.

In a press conference 
held at the party state 
office in Jammu, State 
President Manish Sahni 
said that the ten year 
tenure of the BJP gov-
ernment at the Center is 
about to complete. 

A long time has 
passed for the reorga-
nization of Jammu and 
Kashmir. But Minority 
Commission has not 
been formed in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

The population of 
Hindus in Jammu and 
Kashmir is 28% and 
Sikhs are only 2%, 
these figures have 
remained the same for 
the last 50 years.

Despite being a Union 
Terr i tory, minor ity 
Hindus and Sikhs are 
not being given their 
rights.

The safe return of 
Kashmiri Hindus, who 
have been living a dis-
placed life for the last 35 
years, has not been pos-

sible and the demands 
of the PoJK displaced 
people (whose popula-
tion is around 15 lakh 
and 99.99 percent of 
which are Hindus and 
Sikhs) are also being 
continuously ignored 
which proves that the 
Hindus and Sikhs are 
marginalizat ion in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sahni urged the 
Modi government at 
the Center to set up a 
Minority Commission 
in Jammu and Kash-

mir with immediate 
effect, provide status 
and benefits of facilities 
to all minorities includ-
ing Hindus and Sikhs, 
Safe return of Kashmiri 
Hindus to the valley and 
PoJK displaced people 
should be de-frozen 10 
seats out of 24 seats in 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
assembly in their favour.

Sahni said that a 
memorandum to Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah has been submit-
ted during the meeting 
with the Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo during 
his yesterday meeting 
regarding the above 
demands.

On this occasion 
Rakesh Gupta, GI 
Singh, Sanjeev Kohli, 
Raj Singh were also 
present.

Shiv Sena accuses Center of 
marginalizing Hindus, Sikhs in J&K, 
submits memorandum to MHATop News Report

JAMMU, Dec 9: Dr. Suhail 
Choudhary, National President 
(Executive) of National Loktantrik 
Party addressed press confer-
ence at Jammu laying out multi-
pronged pro people vision of the 
party. He made it clear if National 
Loktantrik Party would be voted 
in power then we can facilitate all-
round progress and prosperity of 
the J&K UT.

“Education is the corner stone of 
civilization and we would ensure 
fruits of education reach nook and 
corner of the Jammu and Kashmir 
as only through power of educa-
tion youth can progress ahead. 
The children of poor would be 
provided free education so that 
they don’t remain aloof from illu-
minating lamp of education,” he 

said in a press conference, here 
on Saturday .

He added that free medical treat-
ment would be ensured all across 
the health spectrum of Jammu 
and Kashmir for entire common 
masses.

The Employment avenues would 
be created, since unemployment 
is a crushing problem for youth 

of Jammu and Kashmir, he said 
adding that turmoil of three 
decades, post abrogation scenar-
io, Pandemic Corona virus have 
been irritants for job creation, he 
added. National Loktantrik Party 
would leave no stone unturned to 
ensure all round jobs especially 
for educated youth of Jammu and 
Kashmir,  said Dr. Suhail,

National Loktantrik Party lays out 
vision for J&K’s prosperity
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JAMMU,  Dec 9: Ravinder 
Sharma former MLC & Vice Presi-
dent JKPCC Incharge Media has 

expressed grief over the untimely  
demise of Vijay Kumar Sharma 
father of Jatin Vashisht–Member 
JKPCC. In a condolence mes-
sage Sharma conveyed heartfelt 

condolences to Jatin Vashisht and 
other members and expressed 
sympathies with bereaved family 
and prayed for eternal peace to 
the departed soul in heaven.

Jatin Vashisht bereaved
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NEW DELHI, Dec 9 
(Agencies): System-
atic investment plans 
(SIPs) contributions in 
the Indian mutual fund 
industry touched a new 
high of Rs 17,073.30 
crore in November 
2023, according to data 
released by the Asso-
ciation of Mutual Funds 
in India (AMFI). 

In October, SIP con-
tribution was recorded 
at Rs 16,928 crore. The 
total number of SIP 
accounts also reached 
to an all-time high of 
7.44 crore last month 
compared to 7.30 crore 
accounts in October 
2023. The SIP assets 
under management 
(AUM) grew to 9.31 lakh 
crore for November as 
against 8.59 lakh crore 
in October. The total 
AUM for the mutual fund 

industry also advanced 
to Rs 49.04 lakh crore.

“The AUM has been 
increasing steadily, 
reflecting the growing 
trust and confidence of 
investors...We believe 
this trend will continue 
through December as 
well and the numbers 
will continue to remain 
positive,” said NS Ven-
katesh, CEO of AMFI. 
He added, “We reiterate 
that investors should 
stay focused on goal-
based investing through 
SIPs.”

G. Pradeepkumar, 
CEO, Union Asset Man-
agement Company, said 
the SIP flows continue 
to be good and could 
act as a powerful coun-
terforce against any 
serious FPI outflows. 
Pradeepkumar, how-
ever, added that given 

the rich valuations 
in mid and small cap 
stocks, they are advis-
ing investors to take a 
staggered approach to 
investments.

Net inflow to equity 
mutual funds took a 
sharp dip month-on-
month and fell from 
19,957 crore in October 
to Rs 15,536 crore in 
November, showed the 
AMFI data. Small-cap 
and mid-cap mutual 
fund schemes remained 
the most popular ave-
nues as they received 
net inflows of Rs 3,699 
crore and Rs 2,666 
crore, respectively.

“Both the mid-cap and 
the small-cap indexes 
have seen a sharp rally 
over the last six months 
and one year. Conse-
quently, investors have 
also flocked to this cat-
egory with ever increas-
ing flows,” said Melvyn 
Santarita, Analyst at 
Morningstar Investment 
Research.Santar i ta 
added that these cat-
egories are inherently 
volatile with sharp draw-
down risks, and there-
fore investors should 
have a long-term time 
horizon while investing 
in these categories.

Mutual fund SIP inflows 
touch new high of Rs 17,000 
crore in NovemberNEW DELHI, Dec 9 (Agen-

cies): The government must 
identify real beneficiaries of 
the interest subvention scheme 
provided to various export sec-
tors, think tank GTRI said on 
Saturday.

The Union Cabinet on Friday 
approved an additional alloca-
tion of Rs 2,500 crore for the 
continuation of interest equali-
sation or subsidy scheme on 
pre- and post-shipment rupee 
export credit up to June 30 next 
year.

Launched on April 1, 2015, the 
scheme was initially valid for 
five years up to March 31, 2020.

It has been continued there-
after, with a one-year exten-
sion during COVID, and further 
extensions and fund allocations.

“No detailed study of the 
scheme has been done yet. The 
government needs to identify 
the actual beneficiaries. Con-
sidering the low spending, it is 
possible that a few large enti-
ties, rather than MSMEs, are 
reaping the most benefits,” the 
Global Trade Research Initiative 
(GTRI) said.

It is also necessary to find out 
which product groups receive 
the most credit and the effec-
tiveness of banks in assisting 
small firms through this scheme 
should be examined, it added.

“A thorough study might pro-
vide insights on whether to 
exclude certain items, like low-
volume, high-value goods, such 

as diamonds and gold jewellery, 
which are susceptible to misuse. 
Only a detailed study can reveal 
the full truth,” GTRI co-founder 
Ajay Srivastava said.

The scheme costs about Rs 
3,000 crore on average.

Over 50,000 MSMEs are 
exporting various products from 
India, plus over a lakh of other 
exporters for products covered 
under the scheme.

It said that despite the high 
value of these exports, the 
scheme’s low expenditure sug-
gests it is underused.

Given that Indian MSMEs 
struggle with credit access and 
this scheme eases the burden, 
the government might think 
about making it permanent, 
similar to the drawback scheme, 
the think-tank suggested.

“Alternatively, extending it for 
another five years could be con-
sidered. Annual extensions lead 
to uncertainty, making it hard for 
exporters to include this in their 

cost calculations,” Srivastava 
said.

The pre and post-shipment 
rupee export credit, known as 
packing credit, assists export-
ers in covering production 
and packing costs, with credit 
accessible upon presenting a 
confirmed export order.

The credit rate is usually the 
bank’s rate plus 2-3 per cent, 
averaging about 8 per cent.

“The scheme offers additional 
discounts - 3 per cent for MSME 
exporters on all products and 
2 per cent for select products 
for all exporters. Thus, with this 
scheme, MSMEs can access 
credit at 5 per cent and others 
at 6 per cent,” Srivastava said.

He added that these rates 
are comparable with prevailing 
global interest rates like 5.5 per 
cent in the US, 3.5 per cent in 
China, and 5.3 per cent in the 
UK.

“Thus the scheme lowers the 
cost of capital for Indian export-

ers, benefiting MSMEs in partic-
ular,” he said, adding that “how-
ever, despite its potential, there 
is a lack of comprehensive anal-
ysis on its utilisation and impact, 
especially concerning its actual 
beneficiaries and effectiveness 
in reaching the intended MSME 
sector”.

Manufacturer and merchant 
exporters shipping specified 
410 products will get a 2 per 
cent subsidy and all the MSME 
exporters will get 3 per cent.

These sectors include handi-
crafts, leather, certain fabrics, 
carpets and readymade gar-
ments.

The benefit to individual 
exporters has been capped at 
Rs 10 crore per annum per IEC 
(Import Export Code).

So far this fiscal till Novem-
ber 30, the government has 
disbursed Rs 2,641.28 crore 
against the allocated budget 
of Rs 2,932 under the scheme. 
Rs 3,118 crore was disbursed 
in 2022-23 and Rs 3,488 crore 
in 2021-22.

Cumulatively, exports during 
the April-October period this 
fiscal contracted by 7 per cent 
to USD 244.89 billion, while 
imports fell 8.95 per cent to USD 
391.96 billion.

The trade deficit during the 
seven months was USD 147.07 
billion against USD 167.14 bil-
lion in the corresponding period 
last year.

Crucial for govt to identify real beneficiaries of 
interest subvention scheme: GTRI

AMRITSAR, Dec 9 (Agen-
cies): Five countries have 
shown interest in expanding 
their business and investing 
capital in Punjab. Some coun-
tries are considering the border 
state as better option for them 
in the field of the IT. Some are 
showing interest in the field of 
producing cooking oil.

Fiji’s High Commissioner 
Nilesh Roneel Kumar, Kyrgyz-
stan’s Ambassador Ackap Askar 
Beshimov, Bangladesh’s High 
Commissioner Mohammad 
Mustafizur Rahman, Uzbeki-
stan’s Trade Economic Coun-
sellor Khurshidbek Samiev and 
Indonesia’s Trade Attache Bona 
Kusuma visited the 17th PITEX 
being organised by PHD Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry. 
DPS Kharbanda, CEO, Invest 
Punjab, held a meeting with 
them.

During the round table confer-
ence at PITEX VIP lounge, Kyr-
gyzstan’s Ambassador Ackap 
Askar Beshimov said at least 
100 new industries were being 
set up in India by his country. 
Many of these industries would 
come up in Punjab. He said 
business matters would be 
taken forward in the fields of 
agriculture, forestry, fishing and 

mines.
Fiji’s High Commissioner 

Nilesh Roneel Kumar said the 
effect of better relations between 
India and his country could now 
be seen in Punjab also. He 
showed interest in doing busi-
ness with Punjab in the fields of 
production and tourism.

Uzbekistan’s Trade Economic 
Counsellor Khurshidbek Samiev 
held talks with representatives 
of the Punjab Government 
regarding the future of natural 
gas and minerals industries.

Indonesia’s Trade Attache 
Bona Kusuma said in his coun-
try, companies of crude palm oil, 
electrical equipment and rubber 
products considered India as 
their biggest market. Due to high 

consumption of crude palm oil in 
Punjab, he gathered information 
about various formalities of the 
state government regarding set-
ting up industry in this field.

DPS Kharbanda, CEO, Invest 
Punjab, said, “Many districts in 
Punjab produce mustard. Lud-
hiana has the highest number 
of mustard oil producing com-
panies.”

He said, “Industries can be 
established to promote the 
exchange of mustard oil and 
crude palm oil. The Indonesian 
trade representative has sought 
further correspondence with 
the Punjab Government in this 
regard.”

Kharbanda said after the for-
mation of the new government 

in Punjab, 3,893 investment 
proposals had been received 
so far. He said these proposals 
offered an investment of Rs 59, 
318 crore which could generate 
3.5 lakh jobs.

He said electricity tariff sub-
sidy worth Rs 2,910 crore was 
disbursed among beneficiaries 
during the current financial 
year. Apart from this, incentive 
amount of Rs 100 crore was 
distributed among 132 units. A 
budget of Rs 3,258 crore had 
been arranged for providing 
subsidy for the year 2023-24, 
he added.

On the occasion, Naveen Seth, 
Deputy General Secretary, PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said, “The chamber 
has made an effort to bring the 
Punjab Government and foreign 
representatives on one platform 
so that industrial capital invest-
ment can be increased in the 
border state.”

RS Sachdeva, Chairman, 
PHDCCI, Punjab Chapter, said, 
“Through this round table con-
ference, many countries are 
expected to invest in Punjab. 
Correspondence would be 
maintained with these countries 
by the state government.”

Five nations show interest in expanding trade 
ties with Punjab

NEW DELHI, Dec 
9 (Agencies): Bank-
ing sector regulator 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has said recent 
changes in the rules for 
unsecured loans have 
started showing results 
in terms of improved 
underwriting and inter-
nal risk practices. The 
RBI, though, made it 
clear that the move 
was not aimed at deny-
ing liquidity or loans to 
the needy. The issue 
of unsecured loans 
and recent regulatory 
changes hogged the 
limelight at the post-
monitory policy press 
briefing of RBI.

Responding to media 
queries on the need for 
the move and its impact, 
RBI governor Shak-
tikanta Das said that 
these are precaution-
ary measures which the 
regulator has taken, and 
its efforts have always 
been to act proactive-
ly before the bubble 
bursts.

“As part of our super-

vision, and close moni-
toring of banks and 
financial institutions, our 
endeavour is to always 
remain up to date. We 
have deepened our 
supervisory methods. 
Our endeavour is also 
to try to use the smell 
test. So, whenever we 
smell any stress build-
ing at any level – system 
level or individual entity 
level – we deal with it 
in an appropriate way,” 
said the governor.

The RBI in Novem-
ber increased the risk 
weight of unsecured 
personal loans from 
100% to 125% for 
banks and NBFCs. For 
credit card loans, the 
risk weight has been 
increased from 125% to 
150% in case of banks 
and from 100% to 125% 
for NBFCs. 

The move has led to 
NBFCs and Fintech 
firms cutting their expo-
sure on unsecured small 
ticket loans.

On whether the regu-
latory changes have 

started showing results, 
deputy governor Swami-
nathan Janakiraman, 
said that it is too early to 
pass a verdict on what 
sort of effect these mea-
sures are having. “But 
our initial interactions 
with the industry alludes 
that internal risk prac-
tices are getting better, 
underwriting is getting 
better, and any business 
models that are likely to 
throw up enhanced risk 
are curtailed,” said the 
deputy governor.

As per him, efforts 
were made over the past 
3-4 months by sensitis-
ing the players to put 
adequate internal mea-
sures to ensure that the 
risk build-up is avoided, 
but since the market 
was not responding to 
the warnings it was nec-
essary to take certain 
measures.

The deputy governor 
said that they want the 
regulated entities to con-
duct their businesses in 
a way that avoidable risk 
build-ups are mitigated.

‘Change in loans rule 
showing result’

LONDON, Dec 9 
(Agencies): SARS-
CoV-2, the virus caus-
ing Covid-19, can last 
in the lungs of certain 
individuals for up to 18 
months after infection, 
finds a study.

The study, published 
in the journal Nature 
Immunology, showed 
that Covid virus’ per-
sistence appears to 
be linked to a failure of 
innate immunity (the first 
line of defence against 
pathogens).

One to two weeks after 
contracting Covid, the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus gen-
erally becomes unde-
tectable in the upper 
respiratory tract.

But, some viruses per-
sist in the body in a dis-
creet and undetectable 
manner after causing an 
infection. They remain in 
what are known as ‘viral 
reservoirs’, even though 
it remains undetectable 

in the upper respiratory 
tract or blood.

This is the case for 
HIV, which remains 
latent in certain immune 
cells and can reactivate 
at any time. It could 
also be the case for 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
which causes Covid-19, 
said the team from the 
Institut Pasteur, who first 
hypothesised the theory 
in 2021, and now con-
firmed it in a preclinical 
model of a non-human 
primate.

“We observed that 
inflammation persisted 
for long periods in pri-
mates that had been 
infected by SARS-
CoV-2. We therefore 
suspected that it could 
be due to the pres-
ence of the virus in the 
body,” explains Michaela 
Muller-Trutwin, Head of 
the Institut Pasteur’s 
HIV, Inflammation and 
Persistence Unit.

To study the persis-
tence of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, the scien-
tists analysed biological 
samples from animal 
models that had been 
infected by the virus.

They found that the 
amount of persistent 
virus in the lungs was 
lower for the Omicron 
strain than for the origi-
nal SARS-CoV-2 strain.

“We were really sur-
prised to find viruses 
in certain immune 
cells -- alveolar macro-
phages -- after such a 
long period and when 

regular PCR tests were 
negative,” said Nicolas 
Huot, researcher in the 
Institut Pasteur’s HIV, 
Inflammation and Per-
sistence Unit.

“What’s more, we cul-
tured these viruses and 
were able to observe, 
using the tools we devel-
oped to study HIV, that 
they were still capable 
of replicating.”

To understand the role 
of innate immunity in 
controlling these viral 
reservoirs, the scientists 
then turned their atten-
tion to NK (natural killer) 

cells.
“The cellular response 

of innate immunity, 
which is the body’s first 
line of defence, has 
been little studied in 
SARS-CoV-2 infections 
until now,” said Muller-
Trutwin.

“Yet it has long been 
known that NK cells play 
an important role in con-
trolling viral infections.”

The study shows that 
in some animals, mac-
rophages infected with 
SARS-CoV-2 become 
resistant to destruc-
tion by NK cells. While 
in others, NK cells are 
able to adapt to infection 
(known as adaptive NK 
cells) and destroy resis-
tant cells, in this case 
macrophages.

Innate immunity there-
fore appears to play 
a role in the control of 
persistent SARS-CoV-2 
viruses, the team said

Covid virus can persist in lungs for up to 2 
years: Study

CHANDIGARH, Dec 9 
(Agencies): After grap-
pling with dengue out-
break in recent years, 
the UT has finally wit-
nessed a decline in 
the number of cases. 
The city reported 412 
dengue cases this year 
as compared to 910 and 
1,596 in 2022 and 2021, 
respectively. This marks 
the lowest number in 
three years.

Dr Suman Singh, 
Director, Health Ser-
vices, attributed the 
decline to a proactive 
five-month effort of 
the department. The 
health authorities iden-
tified potential breed-
ing grounds for dengue 

larvae, implemented 
extensive checks and 
took stringent mea-
sures against residents 
and institutions failing 
to keep surroundings 
clean.

“After five months of 
dedicated effort and 
community engage-
ment, we have seen 
a significant decline in 
dengue cases. Identify-
ing breeding sources, 
issuing challans and 
raising awareness 
through door-to-door 
drives remained our key 
strategies,” he said.

Challans have been 
issued to city residents 
and public and private 
institutions for neg-

ligence, as dengue 
larvae were detected 
in unexpected places 
like refrigerator trays, 
pots and tyres. The 
months of January to 
July consistently report 
low dengue cases each 
year, while the numbers 
surge from August to 
December. 

The monsoon season 
exacerbates the instanc-
es due to an abundance 
of vector breeding sites. 
Environmental factors 
such as rainfall, humid-
ity and temperature play 
a crucial role in dengue 
transmission.

Reflecting on the 
worst dengue outbreak 
in four years in 2021, 
when 1,596 cases were 
reported, the city faced 
challenges as hospitals 
grappled with a short-
age of beds. Emergency 
wards in all three gov-
ernment hospitals were 
overwhelmed with fever 
patients, necessitating 
medical intervention.

From 1,596 to 412, dengue cases 
in Chandigarh lowest in 3 years
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Lionel Messi Has Brought 
‘Transformational Year’ For 
MLS Says Don Garber

MUMBAI, Dec 9 (Agencies): 
The auction for the Women’s 
Premier League season 2 
has arrived as the five teams 
look to fill gaps in their teams 
by bagging the services of 
their desired players with the 
rival teams looking to derail 
the plans of other teams. The 
WPL auction will take place 
on Saturday in Mumbai and 
the representatives of the five 
teams - Delhi Capitals, Gujarat 
Giants, Mumbai Indians, Royal 
Challengers Bangalore and UP 
Warriorz will look to bolster their 
teams.

This time an additional purse 
of Rs 1.5 crore will be made 
available to all the five teams 
besides the balance they are all 
left with from the last auction as 
well as after the recent player 
releases. Thirty slots, including 
nine overseas, will be filled at 
the auction.

Teams released their retention 
lists and overall 60 players were 
retained. Out of these 60 play-
ers, 21 were overseas stars. 
29 players were released from 
their squads.

In the inaugural season of 
WPL, each team was given Rs 
12 crore to build their squads. 
Only two teams, the champions 
Mumbai Indians and UP War-
riorz were able to make full use 
of this money.

This time, Giants, who 
attained a bottom-place finish 
in the inaugural season, have 
the highest purse of Rs 5.95 
crore, as they had released 
half their squad. They have ten 
slots, including three overseas 
to be filled. Warriorz, who fin-
ished mid-table and qualified 
for playoffs, have Rs 4 crore as 
their purse, which they can use 
to fill up five slots, including an 

overseas player.
Royal Challengers Banga-

lore (RCB), a star-studded unit 
consisting of Smriti Mandhana, 
Sophie Devine, and Ellyse 
Perry, which failed to make an 
impact last year, has Rs 3.35 
crore in their purse to fill up 
seven slots, including three 
overseas players. Delhi, the 
runners-up, have a purse of 
Rs 2.25 crore to fill three slots, 
including one overseas.

Mumbai has the smallest 
purse left, with Rs 2.1 crore. 
They have five slots to fill, 
including one overseas, accord-
ing to a release.

The inaugural WPL held earli-
er this year was a huge success 
as many top cricketers from 
across the world participated 
in the 22-match affair, played at 
three venues in Mumbai. There 
has been no communication 
from the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) about 
dates for the next season and 
whether it will be played in a 
home-away format or not.

During last year’s auction, 
there were seven players who 

attracted bids as high as Rs 
2 crore and three crossed the 
three-crore mark, namely Smriti 
Mandhana (Rs 3.4 crore for 
RCB), Ashleigh Gardner (Rs 
3.2 crore for Gujarat Giants) 
and Nat Sciver-Brunt (Rs 3.2 
crore for MI).

This time the players who 
are going to catch eyes in the 
auction will be India’s stalwart 
batter Smriti Mandhana, skipper 
Harmanpreet Kaur, rising batter 
Jemimah Rodrigues, England’s 
Issy Wong and Australia’s star 
Alyssa Healy.

Gujarat Giants squad (slots 
to fill 10):Ashleigh Gardner*, 
Beth Mooney*, Dayalan Hemal-
atha, Harleen Deol, Laura 
Wolvaardt*, Shabnam Shakil, 
Sneh Rana, Tanuja Kanwar.

Released: Annabel Suther-
land*, Ashwani Kumari, Georgia 
Wareham*, Hurley Gala, Kim 
Garth*, Mansi Joshi, Monica 
Patel, Parunika Sisodia, Sab-
bineni Meghana, Sophia Dunk-
ley*, Sushma Verma.

RCB’s list of retained players 
(slots to fill 7):Asha Shobana, 
Disha Kasat, Indrani Roy, 

Kanika Ahuja, Renuka Singh, 
Richa Ghosh, Shreyanka Patil, 
Smriti Mandhana, Ellyse Perry 
(overseas), Heather Knight 
(overseas), Sophie Devine 
(overseas).

Players released by RCB: 
Komal Zanzad, Poonam 
Khemnar, Preeti Bose, Sahana 
Pawar, Dane van Niekerk (over-
seas), Erin Burns (overseas), 
Megan Schutt (overseas).

Mumbai Indians squad (slots 
to fill 5):Amanjot Kaur, Amelia 
Kerr, Chloe Tryon, Harmanpreet 
Kaur, Hayley Matthews, Hum-
aira Kazi, Issy Wong, Jintimani 
Kalita, Nat Sciver-Brunt, Pooja 
Vastrakar, Priyanka Bala, Saika 
Ishaque, Yastika Bhatia.

Released: Dhara Gujjar, 
Heather Graham, Neelam 
Bisht, Sonam Yadav.

Delhi Capitals retained players 
(slots to fill 3): Alice Capsey*, 
Arundhati Reddy, Jemimah 
Rodrigues, Jess Jonassen*, 
Laura Harris*, Marizanne 
Kapp*, Meg Lanning*, Minnu 
Mani, Poonam Yadav, Radha 
Yadav, Shafali Verma, Shikha 
Pandey, Sneha Deepthi, Tani-
yaa Bhatia and Titas Sadhu.

Released players: Aparna 
Mondal, Jasia Akhter and Tara 
Norris.

UP Warriorz players retained 
(slots to fill 5):Alyssa Healy 
(Overseas), Deepti Sharma, 
Tahlia Mcgrath (Overseas), 
Shweta Sehrawat, Grace Harris 
(Overseas), Kiran Navgire, 
Sophie Ecclestone (Overseas), 
Rajeshwari Gayakwad, Laxmi 
Yadav, Anjali Sarvani, Par-
shavi Chopra, S Yashashri and 
Lauren Bell (Overseas).

Released Players: Devika 
Vaidya, Shabnim Ismail*, Shiva-
li Shinde, Simran Shaikh.

WPL Auction Season 2: Gripping Bidding Day Awaits 
As 165 Players Go Under The Hammer

LONDON, Dec 9 (Agencies): Major 
League Soccer commissioner Don 
Garber says his league has enjoyed 
a “transformational year” crediting the 
arrival of Lionel Messi and the broad-
cast deal with Apple TV for unprece-
dented interest. But while he said North 
America would become the “epicen-
ter” of the game with the World Cup, 
Copa America and FIFA Club World 
Cup all coming to the region, Garber 
acknowledged squeezing in all the club 
and country competitions was a head-
ache. In his annual “state of the league” 
address ahead of Saturday’s MLS Cup 
final between Columbus Crew and Los 
Angeles FC, Garber said MLS was 
trending upwards in all key areas.

“Lionel Messi had many options for 
the next chapter of his iconic soccer 
career. The magnitude of his decision 
to join MLS cannot be over-stated,” 
Garber said.

“A World Cup champion, an eight-
time Ballon d’Or winner is playing in 
our league. We’re not just part of the 
global conversation of sports but one 
of the biggest stories in the world, cer-
tainly one of the biggest stories this 
summer,” added Garber.

Messi’s arrival early in a  new 10-year 
global streaming deal with Apple TV 
meant “more fans watch MLS games 
here and around the world than ever 
before” said Garber, without revealing 
overall audience figures from Apple.

MLS has also seen rising numbers 
of fans in stadiums across the country 
with the derby between Los Angeles 
FC and Los Angeles Galaxy attract-
ing a league record 82,110 to the Rose 
Bowl on July 4.

Smashing Success
Garber said there had been a record 

of “nearly 12 million fans” at MLS 
games throughout the year and also 
hailed the new Leagues Cup, held joint-
ly with clubs from Mexico’s Liga MX, as 
a “smashing success”.

The tournament in the middle of the 
MLS regular season was won by Messi 
and Inter Miami and the World Cup-
style format won over my skeptics.

“It was a success on every measure 
and as with so many things this year 

went on to exceed so many of our 
expectations. It is only the beginning. 
This is a tournament which will contin-
ue to grow in scale, in scope and reach 
in the years ahead,” he said.

But the addition of Leagues Cup 
games comes into a calender that will 
be squeezed by the major tournaments 
coming to the USA in the coming years.

Next year will see the USA host the 
Copa America before the new, expand-
ed 32-team, FIFA Club World Cup is 
held in the country a year ahead of 
the World Cup itself, co-hosted with 
Canada and Mexico.

“For the next few years, North Ameri-
ca will be the epicenter for the beautiful 
game,” he said.

But with the Leagues Cup, CONCA-
CAF Champions Cup, the US Open 
Cup as well as the regular season and 
the playoffs, fitting all the games in 
while protecting players from burn-out 
remains a challenge.

Garber said MLS would not stop play 
during Copa America saying they could 
not afford to halt their season but would 
have to be “creative” with their sched-
ule.

MLS usually plays through the 
regional CONCACAF Gold Cup but 
Garber said there was no question of 
the league continuing during the World 
Cup.

“Clearly the World Cup in 2026 is a 
different animal, I can’t imagine we are 
going to be playing games during that, 
but the economic impact of that is sig-
nificant,” he said.

Garber said the big picture may 
require some changes to how the MLS 
season is organised and hinted that 
“Apertura and Clausura” system, used 
in some South and Central American 
countries along with Mexico,  where the 
season is split into two separate halves, 
could be one option.

Garber also said MLS was talking to 
US Soccer about how to improve the 
knockout US Open Cup.

“That process is ongoing and there 
might be changes to our participation 
sometime in the future, there is nothing 
we can announce right now,” he said.

This time an additional purse of Rs 1.5 crore will be made available to all the five teams besides 
the balance they are all left with from the last auction as well as after the recent player releases.

CAPE TOWN, Dec 9 
(Agencies): India will 
begin their tour of South 
Africa with the 1st T20I 
match on 10 December 
2023, Sunday, All eyes 
will be on Rinku Singh, 
if selected in the playing 
XI, after his sensational 
outing against Austra-
lia in the 5-match T20I 
series.

Rinku will be playing 
for the first time under 
the guidance of head 
coach Rahul Dravid, 
who has extended the 
contract with the Indian 
team. Speaking via a 
Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
Rinku revealed the 
details about his first 
training session under 
Dravid and said that the 
coach backed him to 

stick to his methods.
“The weather is beauti-

ful here. We went for a 
walk after coming here 
and then I went into the 
nets. This was the first 
time that I trained under 
Rahul Dravid and it was 
a great feeling. He told 
me to stick to what I was 
doing and trust my pro-
cess. Dravid sir told me 
that it was tough to play 
at No. 5, but told me to 
have faith in my abili-

ties,” Rinku Singh said 
in a BCCI video.

Asked about the con-
ditions in South Africa, 
Rinku said that they 
were drastically differ-
ent, but he knew how to 
play in pacy and bouncy 
wickets.

“It is quite bouncy here 
in South Africa. You don’t 
get this much bounce in 
India, it is quite quick as 
well. I would look to use 
the pace,” Rinku said 

about the conditions in 
South Africa.

The always-smiling 
batter has gelled well 
with the team. Stat-
ing that a team should 
always stay together, 
Rinku said that he gen-
erally hangs out with the 
young kids in the Indian 
side.

“I have played for Uttar 
Pradesh since 2013, 
always at No. 5. It is 
tough to bat there but I 
keep motivating myself. 
Me, Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh 
Khan, Jitesh Sharma, 
and Kuldeep Yadav 
hang out together. It is 
important to stay togeth-
er,” Rinku concluded the 
video.

India will play 3 T20I, 3 
ODIs, and 2 Test match-
es in South Africa.

SA vs IND: Rinku Singh reveals his first 
experience of training under Rahul Dravid 
ahead of T20I series

CAPE TOWN, Dec 9 
(Agencies): India fast 
bowler Jasprit Bumrah 
is back in training after 
a short break, post 
World Cup 2023 Final. 
Bumrah, one of the best 
bowlers in the tourna-
ment, did not play in 
the T20I series against 
Australia. Bumrah was 
also rested from the 
white-ball series against 
South Africa, and will be 
back in the fray in the 
2-match Test series.

The star India pacer 
made a searing come-
back in the white-ball 
format after his back 
surgery. Bumrah did 
well on his return in the 
Ireland T20I series as 
captain and then bowled 
some sensational spells 
in the World Cup 2023. 

In fact, in the final of 
the tournament against 
Australia, Bumrah dis-
played breathtaking skill 
and was unlucky to not 
get the wicket of Travis 
Head - the eventual 
player of the match in 
the summit clash.

South Africa series will 
be Bumrah’s first assign-
ment in red-ball cricket 
since July, 2022, where 
he played against Eng-
land. In that Test match, 

Bumrah had captained 
in the absence of Rohit 
Sharma, but he was not 
able to guide the team 
to victory against Ben 
Stokes’ England.

Bumrah posted a video 
of him training on Insta-
gram, where he can be 
seen bowling with the 
red ball. The pacer can 
be seen bowling in full 
tilt ahead of the 2-match 
series against South 
Africa.

India will be hopeful for 
a good show against the 
Proteas as the country 
remains to be their last 
frontier in the red-ball 
format. 

India have never won 
a Test series in South 
Africa, and in their pre-
vious tour, they were 
beaten 2-1 in an ill-tem-
pered series.

India’s Test Squad for 
South Africa

Rohit Sharma (C), 
Shubman Gill, Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, Virat Kohli, 
Shreyas Iyer, Ruturaj 
Gaikwad, Ishan Kishan 
(wk), KL Rahul (wk), 
Ravichandran Ashwin, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Shar-
dul Thakur, Mohd. Siraj, 
Mukesh Kumar, Mohd. 
Shami*, Jasprit Bumrah 
(VC), Prasidh Krishna.

India tour of South Africa: Jasprit Bumrah 
back with searing yorkers in training ahead 
of Test series

MUMBAI, Dec 9 (Agencies): 
With the series on the line, India 
will look for an improved show, 
especially in the bowling and 
fielding departments, when they 
take on a rampaging England in 
the second women’s T20I here 
today.

England extended their domi-
nant run against India with a 
comprehensive 38-run win 
which gave them a 1-0 lead in 
the three-match series. It was 
England’s 21st victory in 28 
T20Is against India and eighth 
in 10 matches in the country.

India failed to read the condi-
tions adequately and also made 
glaring errors in the first game 
which turned out to be a one-
sided affair.

On a flat pitch not offering 
much to the bowlers especially 
in the first innings, India used 
four different spinners — includ-
ing rookie Kanika Ahuja — and 
England took them apart, scor-

ing 121 runs from a collective 12 
overs for three wickets.

India handed debuts to two 
left-arm spinners Shreyanka 
Patil (2/44) and Saika Ishaque 
(1/38) but both were wayward 
and expensive in their respec-
tive four-over spells. Senior 
spinner Deepti Sharma (0/28) 
was not even trusted with com-
pleting her quota of overs.

Indian spinners bowled short 

as well as full tosses at times 
for England batters to domi-
nate, whereas their fielders did 
not support them enough. Both 
Danni Wyatt and Nat Sciver-
Brunt were given lifelines which 
proved to be costly for the home 
team.

The only bright spot in India’s 
bowling was seamer Renuka 
Singh, who had left England 
reeling at 2/2 in the opening 

over of the match.
But India not only allowed Eng-

land to stage a comeback, the 
hosts, coming off a two-month 
break, also could not force their 
way back into the game at any 
stage.

While India’s tweakers cut a 
sorry figure, England’s spin pair 
of Sophie Ecclestone (3/15) and 
Sarah Glenn (1/25) exposed 
India’s batters with probing lines 
and lengths that just did not 
allow them to free their arms.

India’s batters could not make 
a dent chasing 198 even though 
opening batter Shafali Verma 
scored a quality half-century 
(52) and Harmanpreet Kaur 
(26) was looking promising with 
the bat.

Smriti Mandhana and Jemi-
mah Rodrigues failed to make 
a mark on a perfect batting track 
and the team will expect more 
from the two seasoned cam-
paigners.

2nd T20I: India vs England: No margin for error
India look to turn game around and get series-levelling victory

DURBAN, Dec 9 
(Agencies): South 
Africa seamer Lungi 
Ngidi will play no part 
in a three-match home 
T20 International series 
against India that starts 
on Sunday and is in 
a race to be fit for the 
opening Test of the tour 
that begins on Decem-

ber 26.
Ngidi, 27, has a left 

lateral ankle sprain and 
will be replaced in the 
T20 squad by Beuran 
Hendricks, who made 
the last of his 19 appear-
ances in the T20 format 
for South Africa against 
Ireland in July 2021.

The 33-year-old Hen-

dricks will vie for the 
specialist seamer role 
in the side with the 
less experienced Ottn-
iel Baartman, Nandre 
Burger, Gerald Coe-
tzee and Lizaad Wil-
liams. South Africa 
have rested premier fast 
bowler Kagiso Rabada 
for the series.

India’s tour will start 
with three T20 matches 
in Durban, Gqeberha 
(formerly Port Eliza-
beth) and Johannes-
burg. They will then 
switch format for three 
ODIs between Decem-
ber 17 and 21, played 
in the latter two venues 
and Paarl.

The first Test will start 
on December 26 in Pre-
toria, with the second on 
January 3 at Newlands 
in Cape Town.

Pacer Lungi Ngidi ruled out of 
India-South Africa T20I series
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Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Dec 9: 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) led by its General 
Secretary (Org.) Ashok 
Koul held a public meet-
ing at Panchayat Bhutna 
Churyana in Kuntwara 
Mandal of district Kisht-
war.

District President 
Chuni Lal Shan, District 
Prabhari Gajay Singh 
Rana, State Secretary 
Tariq Hussain Keen and 
other senior party lead-
ers, accompanied Ashok 
Koul.

Ashok Koul, while 
addressing the gather-
ing in connection with 
the ‘Booth Jan Samvad 
Maha Abhiyaan’, said 
that the party activists 

are attending these pro-
grammes at the booth 
levels across the UT. 
The main speakers in 
these programmes are 
highlighted the pro-
development, pro-poor 

works of Narendra Modi 
led government at the 
centre. They are sharing 
the authentic informa-
tion related to the mega 
projects of development 
in various sectors and 

also numerous welfare 
schemes which have 
been launched for the 
socio-economic empow-
erment of the poor and 
marginalized several.

This government has 

initiated several initia-
tives for the benefits of 
women, farmers, youth, 
the border people, refu-
gees etc, and which has 
brought changes in their 
lives in the UT.

Ashok Koul said that 
during the last about 
10 years, the Narendra 
Modi government has 
flooded J&K with many 
mega and prestigious 
projects of development 
which has also given a 
boost to the local econ-
omy and generated 
employment opportuni-
ties. He asked the party 
activists to remain in 
regular touch with the 
people in their areas and 
keep them educating 
about the good works 
of the Modi government.

Top News Report
KATRA, Dec 9: School 

of Physics, SMVDU 
in collaboration with 
NITTTR Chandigarh, 
conducted an ICT based 
one week training pro-
gramme on “Materials 
Characterization Tech-
niques”, from 4-8th 
December 2023. 

The training pro-
gramme comprised 
of faculty members, 
technical staff and Ph. 
D. Research scholars 
as participants from 
SMVDU.

The main aim of this 
training programme 
was to impart basic and 
practical knowledge of 
the advanced tools used 
for material character-

ization in research orga-
nizations and academic 
institutes.

The training pro-
gramme had been orga-
nized by NITTTR Chan-
digarh and hosted by 
SMVDU remote centre 
for its fraternity which 
includes a number of 
experimental tech-
niques which were car-
ried out by experts in the 
field of synthesizing and 
characterizing materials 
from NITTTR, Chandi-
garh and other premier 
institutes from Northern 
India.

The participants were 
posed to various quiz-
zes, assignments and 
discussions during ses-
sion breaks. The main 

coordinators of the train-
ing programme were Dr. 
Pankaj Sharma, Pro-
fessor and Dr. Ashok 
Kumar, Assoc.

Prof from NITTTR 
Chandigarh and Dr. 
Pankaj Biswas and Dr. 
Kamni Pathania were 
the local coordinators 
from School of Physics, 
SMVDU, who extended 
their gratitude towards 
Prof. Pragati Kumar, 
vice-chancellor for his 
valuable support in 
organizing the training 
programme at SMVDU 
remote centre and Dr. 
S.K. Wanchoo, Head, 
SoP and Dean FoS, 
SMVDU for facilitating 
the STTP organizing 
process.

Ashok Koul addresses gathering in Kishtwar under 
Booth Jan Samvad Maha Abhiyaan

ICT Based Training Programme 
on “Materials Characterization 
Techniques” concludes at SMVDU

Top News Report
UDHAMPUR, Dec 9: 

Jammu And Kashmir 
State Organ & Tissue 
Transplant Organiza-
tion (SOTTO) orga-
nized an Awareness 
Programme for organ 
donation for faculty, stu-
dents and paramedical 
staff of GMC Udhampur 
in association with the 
Department of General 
Surgery.

P r i nc i pa l  GMC 
Udhampur, Prof Dr 
Mrityunjay presided 
over the event and wel-
comed the SOTTO team 
and special guests, Col 
R Venkat Narayanan, 
Reconstructive Surgeon 
and Col Priya Taank, 
Eye Transplant Sur-
geon, Command Hospi-

tal (NC) Udhampur.
Head, Department of 

Surgery Prof Dr Neeraj 
Koul was the Chief 
Organiser of the event.

Head of Urology GMC 
Jammu cum Nodal Offi-
cer SOTTO J&K, Dr 
Elias Sharma delivered 
a lecture on Human 
Organ Donation and 
Transplantation explain-
ing the dire need for 
Cadaveric Donation in 
India so  that organs are 
available to save many 
lives and he clarified 
various myths associ-
ated with this.

Joint Director, SOTTO 
J&K, Dr Sanjeev Puri 
gave a brief presenta-
tion about the National 
Organ Transplant Pro-
gramme (NOTP) under 
Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare. He also 
encouraged the audi-
ence to participate in 
Organ Donation Pledge 
Drive under Ayushman 
Bhav.

Irfan Ahmed, Trans-
plant Coordinator, 
SOTTO explained the 
sequence of events 
occurring in a cadaveric 
organ donation.

The event was 
anchored by Assistant 
Prof Community Medi-
cine, GMC Udhampur, 
Dr Sujata Gupta.

A painting competi-
tion was also organised 
for Nursing students 
on the theme of organ 
donation. Winners were 
Sahaj Kour & Kritya 
(First), Divanshu (2nd) 
and Akansha (3rd).

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: 

Former MLC , JKPCC 
vice-president    Ravin-
der Sharma has said 
that forces were divert-
ed towards Rajouri- 
Poonch to save the 
minority Hindus and 
Sikhs, who were being 
massacred in 1947-48, 
by the Pak invaders, 
in the absence of any 
security.

Endorsing the state-
ment of Former Chief 
Minister & veteran 
NC leader Dr Farooq 
Abdullah that forces 
were diverted towards 
Rajouri- Poonch by 
the then government 
to safeguard the area, 
Mr. Sharma added that 
an open massacre was 
going on in Mirpur & 
Poonch districts by 
the invaders to clear 
that  areas of minority  
Hindu -Sikh population, 
in which thousands of 
people were slaugh-
tered.

Ravinder Sharma said 
that thousands of fami-
lies wiped out while his  
own entire family was 
wiped out in Plandri,  
Poonch(POJK)  except 
grandfather while his  
father survived because 
he was in British-India 
army fighting for the 
nation at Burma while 
another uncle martyred 
in Rajouri sector  in 

indian army and was 
awarded vir chakra 
posthumously that 
time. Narrating the pain 
& situation that time, he 
said his grandmother 
along with entire women 
folk of the village burnt 
themselves alive, after 
locking inside, in our 
ancestral house in order 
to escape the atrocities 
of Pak invaders.

It is easy to play poli-
tics but difficult to bear 
the pain after recalling 
the incidents and situa-
tion that time & the treat-
ment meted out to our 
ancestors and people 
there.

There was revolt in the 
left out scarce forces of 
maharaja in Rajouri, 
Poonch, who had joined 
invaders and raiders in  
causing the killings, 
loot and devastations in 
the area. Although few 
local Muslims came to 
the rescue of the Hindus 
and Sikhs and gave 
them shelters and hid-
ings in their own houses  
for few months, as nar-
rated by our ancestors.

He appealed to the 
political parties not to 
play politics over the 
issue hiding real facts 
or without getting com-
plete knowledge of the 
circumstances and don’t 
rub salts on our bleed-
ing  wounds, which can’t 
heal for years to come.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 9: 22nd 

Martyr’s Day of Dy. 
Commandant BSF Sha-
heed Shamsher Singh 
was observed at Sha-
heed Shamsher Singh 
Dy. Comdt. GHSS Jou-
rian.

Suraj Singh Bhau Vice 
Chairman DDC was the 
Chief Guest. Smt. Krish-
na Devi, wife of  Sha-
heed Shamsher Singh 
and  Romesh Singh 
Slathia Principal GHSS 
Jourian welcomed the 
Chief Guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, S.S Bhau applaud-
ed the valour and cour-
age of Shaheed Sham-
sher Singh and added 
that Shaheed Samsher 
Singh had left this world 
22 years ago but his 
love for nation and the 
spirit to sacrifice life to 

safeguard the country-
men shall always be 
remembered.

Suraj Singh Rathore 
Jo in t  Sec re ta r y 
JKBOSE appreciated 
the efforts of Govt. of 
JKUT to rename GHSS 
Jourian as Shaheed 
Shamsher Singh Dy. 
Comdt. GHSS Jourian.

Subash Chander 
Sharma PO MC Jouri-
an, Satish Kumar Shas-
tri Commanding Officer 
46 Bn BSF Akhnoor also 
attended the function. 
The Guard of Honour 
was given to the Martyr 
by Assistant Comman-
dant 46 Bn BSF.

Heartfelt Pushpan-
jali was offered by 
PRI members, a large 
number of locals, offi-
cers and officials of 
different departments, 
teachers and students.

Organ donation awareness programme 
organised in GMC Udhampur

Forces were diverted to save 
minority Hindus, Sikhs in 
POJK: Ravinder

Top News 
Report 

JAMMU, Dec 9: SIBA 
Events Management & 
Innovations Coopera-
tive Limited and Press 
Club Jammu jointly 
organinzed Silverlines 
Fortofino Ek Pahel free 
Multispecialty health 
checkup camp for media 
fraternity and their fami-
lies in association with 
Dinesh (Press Club 
Jammu), (Amandeep 
Group of Hospitals), Dr 
Burhan Nazir Orthope-
dic Surgeon, Dr Digvi-
jay Casualty Medical 
Officer, Pawan Khaju-
ria, Regional Business 
Head Vivek Salgotra, 
Regional Manager & 
Team, Dr. Aggarwal 
Eye Hospital (Dr Uzma 
Choudary, Rakesh  PR 
Team, Ashish, Satvir, 

Jugal), Path Square Lab 
(Vijay Kumar Bhatia MD 
& CEO Umang Bhatia,  
Associate Director 
Sharda Suri Marketing 
Parun Sharma Mar-
keting Arzoo FOE), 
Shankus Cancer Hospi-
tal (Medical Officer- Dr 
Tuba Malik, Staff Nurse 
- Aditi, Marketing Head 
- Sumeet Sodhi).

All the treatment of 
Cancer i.e all types 
of Cancer Surgeries, 
Chemotherapy , Radia-
tion Therapy is avail-
able at free of cost 
Under Aayushman 
Card at Shankus Hos-
pital, Sehora Dental 
College(Dr Esha Bali 
(HOD),Dr Kamaljeet 
Singh, Dr Gurdeep 
Singh and interns of 
IDS ), JK Medicity (Dr 
Harmeet Singh M.D, 
Dr. Sohail Goni, Dr 

Davinder Singh Rana , 
Dr Som Abrol, Dr Sunil , 
Dr Rizwan, Dr Randeep 
Nair, Dr Harsheen Bali 
Daleep Singh Ayush-
man, Raman Chouh-
dary.

Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu Ramesh 
Kumar inaugurated the 
camp along with IG 
Traffic Shridhar Patil. 
They appreciated the 
camp and noble motive 
behind it.

Health camp starts 
at around 11am and 
closed around 2 pm, 
more than one hundred 
fifty media persons got 
benefitted from this 
camp where free medi-
cines also distributed 
eyedrops. SIBA Team 
honored all the dignitar-
ies who were present at 
the camp and appreciat-
ed the event and noble 
purpose behind it.

SIBA team Sidharth 
Verma co-founder, 
Baljeet Singh co-found-
er and team, Ram-
neek Kour , Meenakshi 
Verma, Gaurav Basin, 
Eshan, Adv. Sumit 
Verma, Jasmeet Kour, 
Amarjeet Singh, Vish-
was and Sumit, Akash 
Singh along with Press 
Club members and staff 
managed the event.

Martyrdom of Dy 
Commandant BSF Shaheed 
Shamsher Singh observed

Free Multispecialty health check-up camp 
organized for media fraternity

Top News 
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SRINAGAR, Dec 9 
(Agencies): National 
Conference (NC) vice 
president Omar Abdul-
lah Saturday expressed 
apprehension that 
mainstream politicians 
in Kashmir may be put 
under house arrest 
ahead of the Supreme 
Court’s verdict on Article 
370 petitions, claiming 
the government needs 
just an “excuse” for it.

He said he can only 
hope and pray the deci-
sion is in favour of the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“They need an excuse 
to put us under house 
arrest and they have 
an excuse. As we are 
unaware of what the 
decision would be, so 
are they. If they know, 
then there should be an 

investigation,” Abdullah 
told reporters in Kulgam 
district when asked 
about his views ahead of 
Monday’s verdict. “Who 
will say with author-
ity what is to happen? 
I do not have any such 
machinery or way by 
which I can come to 
know today what those 
five honourable judges 
have in their hearts, or 
what they have written 
in the judgement.

“I can only hope and 
pray that the decision 
is in our favour, but, I 
cannot neither claim 
that success will be 
ours, nor, anyone else 
can. We are waiting 
for the judgement, let it 
come, we will talk then,” 
he said. To a question 
about what the NC’s 
future course of action, 
the former chief minister 
said he does not react to 
ifs and buts.

“Let the decision 
come, we are not run-
ning away from here. 
We will react then,” 
he added. Respond-
ing to another question 
about the expulsion of 
TMC MP Mahua Moitra, 
Abdullah said it was 
very unfortunate. “After 
her expulsion, when 
Moitra spoke to media, 
Farooq (Abdullah) was 
present. Our full sup-
port and sympathy is 
with her.

We regret that she was 
not allowed to speak in 
the Parliament to clear 
her stand. This proves 
that might is right,” he 
said. Omar said the 
BJP should remember 
that they will not be in 
power forever.

“Unfortunately, the tac-
tics they are using today 
could probably be used 
against them in future,” 
he said.

Govt needs an excuse to 
put us under house arrest, 
claims OmarTop News Report

JAMMU, Dec 9: In a 
joint statement issued 
by KDPW of DPAP, 
Sanjay Dhar President, 
Piaray Lal Pandita 
Chairman, Roop Krish-
en Koul Vice President, 
Rajkumar Ticku Gen-
eral Secretary, Naveen 
Gosani Youth President 
and other leaders wel-
comed for giving first 
time heed by the Parlia-
ment regarding reser-
vation of two Assembly 
Seats in J&K for Kash-
miri Hindus but have 
expressed their dismay 
for reservation of these 
two seats on selected 
nomination basis who 
remain only yes men 
of the Ruling Party, as 
has been exercised by 
the previously nominat-
ed MLCs of this Com-
munity in the present 
ruling party, who have 
nothing got executed 
for the Kashmiri Hindu 
Displaced Commu-

nity betterment except 
using our Community 
sufferings on platforms 
of Politics and society, 
with promises of hollow 
assurances.

These leaders have 
categorically demanded 
that at least two constit-
uencies would had been 
reserved where from 
elected representatives 
could be put in Assem-
bly and the selected 
Assembly Members are 
not at all acceptable to 
our displaced people.

The Leaders have 
demanded that these 
reserved seats may 
be declared as elected 
instead of selected basis 
by making an amend-
ment to the bill besides 
giving rights of elec-
tion for these reserved 
seats to the Kashmiri 
Displaced Hindus living 
in exilement as well as 
by the Hindus living still 
in Kashmir including PM 
Package employees 
living in various Transit 
Camps of Valley, so that 

these elected Assembly 
Members can indepen-
dently fight for mitigation 
of the Sufferings which 
has not been voiced in 
the Assembly of J&K 
since last thirty three 
years.

These Leaders have 
appealed for treating 
the said procedure for 
Two Seats Legislative 
Council as well as in 
the Parliament as the 
Kashmiri Hindu Com-
munity comes purely 
under minority category 
of Kashmir Valley.

The Leaders have 
appealed the Govt.of 
India to declare Kash-
miri Hindu under Minor-
ity Status as this Com-
munity has let to float in 
the air being in minority.

The Leaders hope that 
Kashmiri Hindu of Kash-
mir whether in exilement 
or in valley may get jus-
tice and can get rid of 
the disparity inflicted 
since last seventy years 
being true patriots of 
Indian Nation.

KDPW of DPAP demands elected 
assembly seat reservation in J&K 
for Kashmiri Hindus


