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On global stage: Nora 
Fatehi set to embark on 

World Tour in 2024

BJP has no policies, copied 
Congress’ guarantees for its 
agenda: Mallikarjun Kharge

‘Shooting hospitals, killing 
children not in Torah’: Erdogan 

slams Israel amid war

Mother of noted 
endocrinologist 
Dr. Ashraf Ganaie 
passes away

SRINAGAR, Nov 
18 (Agencies): In a 
somber event, the 
mother of renowned 
endocrinologist Dr. 
Mohammad Ashraf 
Ganaie, breathed her 
last on November 16 
(Thursday).

Mst Taja Begum, the 
wife of Late Moham-
mad Shaban Ganaie 
from Dangarpora, 
Shadimarg (Pulwama), 
breathed her last on 
November 16, family 
sources said.

The final rites took 
place on November 17, 
2023, as she was laid 
to rest at her ancestral 
graveyard in Dangar-
pora. A multitude of 
mourners, including 
friends, family, and 
well-wishers, gathered 
to bid their farewell and 
offer prayers for the 
departed soul.

Mst Taja Begum, sur-
vived by four sons and 
a daughter, was the 
mother of Dr. Moham-
mad Ashraf Ganaie, a 
distinguished Profes-
sor of Endocrinology & 
Metabolism at SKIMS 
Soura.

To pay respects and 
offer condolences, a 
congregational Fateh 
Khwani for the depart-
ed soul is scheduled 
for November 20, 2023 
(Monday) at 11:00 am 
at the ancestral grave-
yard in Dangarpora, 
Shadimarg. Following 
this, a day-long con-
dolence and prayer 
meeting will be held at 
the family residence in 
Dangarpora.

Dr. Mohammad 
Ashraf Ganaie will also 
be available to receive 
condolences in Sri-
nagar at his residence, 
82-A, Masjid Lane, 
Al-Farooq Colony, San-
atnagar, on November 
21, 2023.

Teacher 
suspended after 
viral video shows 
him in drunken 
state in school

SRINAGAR, Nov 18 
(Agencies): A govern-
ment school teacher in 
Reasi has been sus-
pended by authorities 
after a video capturing 
him in a drunken state 
at the school surfaced 
on social media.

The teacher, assigned 
to the Chasana zone in 
the district, faced swift 
action following the 
directives of the district 
administration.

In the wake of the 
video going viral, the 
district officials prompt-
ly ordered the suspen-
sion of the teacher and 

BHOPAL, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Rs 40.18 
crore in cash, liquor, 
drugs, jewellery and 
other items cumulatively 
valued at nearly Rs 300 
crore were seized in 
Madhya Pradesh since 
the model code of con-
duct for the state assem-
bly elections came into 
force on October 9, a top 
official has said.

Polls to 230 assembly 
seats in the state were 
held on Friday, while the 
counting of votes will be 
taken up on December 
3. A voter turnout of 
nearly 76 per cent was 
recorded.

Talking to reporters on 
Friday, state Chief Elec-
toral Officer Anupam 
Rajan said continuous 
action was taken by the 

enforcement agencies 
across the state since 
the code of conduct 
came into force after 
the poll schedule was 
declared.

Illicit liquor, narcotic 
drugs, cash, precious 
metals, gold, silver, jew-
ellery and other mate-
rials worth about Rs 
339.95 crore have been 

Vehicles 
lacking 
fitness 
certificate, 
route permit 
to face 
suspension: 
RTO Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Regional 
Transport Officer (RTO) 
Kashmir on Saturday 
directed the suspension 
of all services for vehi-
cles lacking valid fitness 
certificates and route 
permits.

 “In view of the recent 
fatal accident in Chenab 
valley and with refer-
ence to the meetings 
held on the issue of road 
accidents at the highest 
level, all the passenger 
vehicles that do not pos-
sess a valid fitness cer-
tificate and route permit 
shall be suspended for 
all services,” reads an 
order issued by RTO 
Kashmir.

An official said that 
decision has been taken 
to enhance road safety 
measures and ensure 
necessary regulatory 
requirements are oper-
ational by transporters.

The decision has come 
days after thirty-eight 
people were killed and 
19 others injured after a 
bus fell into a gorge in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Doda on Wednesday.

The bus, carrying 55 
passengers, skidded off 
the road near Trungal-
Assar on the Batote-
Kishtwar national high-
way and fell 300 feet 
downhill.

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal has sent Vigilance 
Minister Atishi’s report 
accusing Chief Sec-
retary Naresh Kumar 
of using his position to 
enable a “lucrative col-
laboration” between a 
company in which his 
son is a partner and the 
ILBS to the Lieutenant 
Governor, sources said 
on Saturday. 

The report was sub-
mitted to Kejriwal by 
the Vigilance Minister 
on Thursday. The report 
recommended Kumar’s 
suspension and a CBI 
investigation. 

Sources close to the 
chief secretary have 

claimed that his son is 
not a signatory of any 
MoU between the com-
pany and the ILBS. He 
is not connected to the 
company in question as 
a shareholder or director 
or partner or employee, 
they claimed. 

The Institute of Liver 
and Biliary Sciences 
(ILBS) in a statement 

on Thursday denied the 
allegations as “totally 
baseless and without 
merit”.

“ILBS confirms that it 
did not issue any pur-
chase order or made 
any payment to any Al 
software developer or 
company,” said the ILBS 
statement.

It was alleged in the 
report that an MoU was 
signed between ILBS 
and the company of 
chief secretary’s son on 
January 24, 2023, that 
provided “a huge scope 
for profiteering to the 
company by providing 
it with joint intellectual 
property rights for any 
intellectual property

Cash, drugs, jewellery worth Rs 
340 crore seized during model 
code of conduct period in MP

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal 
sends L-G report demanding 
sacking of chief secretary

SRINAGAR, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Chinar 
Corps Commander on 
Saturday complimented 
troops for meticulous 
planning and execution 
of of Operation Samnu 
in Kulgam.

A spokesman of wrote 
on X (Formerly Twitter):

Chinar Corps Cdr visits 

South Kashmir’
#ChinarCorps Cdr vis-

ited 34 RR deployed in 
the Counter-Terrorism 
grid in South Kashmir 
today.”

He complimented the 
troops for their meticu-
lous planning & execu-
tion of OP SAMNU, 
#Kulgam.

On Friday, security 
forces killed five terror-
ists in Samnu village 
of Kulgam & recovered 
war-like stores.

Chinar Corps stands 
by its commitment to 
keep Kashmir terror-
free, the spokesperson 
said.

Kulgam Encounter: Army 
commander compliments troops 
for meticulous planning, execution

SRINAGAR, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Apni Party 
President Altaf Bukhari, 
on Friday, urged Prime 
Minister Modi to inter-
vene and ensure that the 
necessary verifications 
for job applications and 
passport requests are 
not hindered on unjusti-
fiable grounds. Bukhari 
also called upon New 
Delhi to respond to the 
peaceful aspirations of 
the people in Jammu 
and Kashmir by imple-
menting positive initia-
tives.

Addressing party con-

vention at Gund Kha-
waja Qasim village in 
north Kashmir’s Pattan 
Bukhari appealed to 
Prime Minister Modi to 
intervene for a smooth 
verification process for 
job and passport aspi-
rants.

 “The verifications for 
job and passport seek-
ers are being hindered 
simply because some 
relative of the applicant 
was involved in some 
years or even decades 
ago. I request Prime 
Minister to intervene 
and ensure that verifica-

tions are not hindered on 
unnecessary grounds. 
People in Jammu and 
Kashmir have been 
contributing to peace 
and normalcy, realizing 
that peace has tremen-
dous dividends in terms 
of prosperity and devel-
opment. Therefore, New 
Delhi must reciprocate 
the peaceful aspirations 
of the people by initiating 
positive measures here,” 
he pleaded.

Apni Party leader 
urged people to reject 
the traditional political 

Altaf Bukhari Urges New Delhi to Respond 
to Peaceful Aspirations of People in J&K

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Union health 
ministry on Saturday 
said that media reports 
claiming that an esti-
mated 11 lakh children 
in India missed their first 
measles vaccine in 2022 
are “ill-informed and 
innacurate.”

A total of 2,63,63,270 
children out of the eligi-
ble 2,63,84,580 children 
received their first dose 
of Measles Containing 
Vaccine in the Financ-
There have been some 
media reports alleging 
that an estimated 11 lakh 
children in India missed 
their first measles vac-

cine dose in 2022, 
according to a report 
published by the World 
Health Organization and 
US Centres for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
(CDC).ial Year 2022-
23These reports are 
not based on facts and 
do not reflect the true 

picture. These reports 
are based on the esti-
mated number reported 
under WHO UNICEF 
Estimates National 
Immunization Coverage 
(WUENIC) 2022 report 
which covers the time-
period from January 1, 
2022 to December 31, 
2022, the ministry said 
in a statement.

However, as per the 
HMIS of Union Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare, 
a total of 2,63,63,270 
children out of the eli-
gible 2,63,84,580 chil-
dren received their first 
dose of Measles 

11 lakh children missing first measles 
dose “inaccurate”: Health Ministry

MUMBAI, Nov 18 
(Agencies):  Actress 
Hiba Nawab, who 
essays the titular role 
in the show ‘Jhanak’, 
has shared her experi-
ence shooting in Kash-

mir, revealing how she 
learned to row a Shikara 
within two days.

Kashmir defines bliss-
ful beauty, compris-
ing glaciers, lakes, 
mountains, and scenic 

nature, and it is called 
the heaven on Earth. 
The green valleys of 
Kashmir have their own 
charismatic look and are 
surrounded by moun-
tains, and enumerable 

greenery.
The audience will get to 

witness the mesmerising 
and enthralling beauty of 
Kashmir in ‘Jhanak’.

The show defies all 
odds to make ends meet 
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Actress Hiba Nawab shares her 
experience of shooting in Kashmir

nTurn to page 9
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Top News Report
AKHNOOR, Nov 18: 

In a step forward to 
aware the public about 
the art of Fruit and 
Vegetable Preserva-
tion, the Department 
of Horticulture Jammu 
today conducted “One 
Day Farmers’ Train-
ing Cum Outreach 
Programme” at village 
Maira Mandrian of Hor-
ticulture zone Akhnoor 
under the chairmanship 
of Director Horticulture 
/ Agriculture Jammu 
Ram Savak, and DDC 
member Mera-Mandri-
an- Chouki choura Sh. 
Suresh Sharma was the 
Guest of Honour.

Joint Director Agricul-
ture, Jammu Mahesh 
Kumar Verma; Chief 
Hort icul ture Off i -
cer Jammu Ashwani 
Sharma, Chief Agricul-

ture Officer, Jammu; 
DL Subject Matter Spe-
cialist Sandeep Gupta, 
Manager cum Chemist 
Uttam Chand, SDAO 
Akhnoor, HDO Amit 
Saraf and Varinder 
Kumar besides Sar-
panch Trilochan Dutt 
and large number of 
women farmers were 
present on the occasion.

While addressing the 
gathering of women 
entrepreneurs and farm-

ers, Ram Savak empha-
sized on the need for 
establishment of indi-
vidual processing units 
for fruit processing/ fruit 
drying/ spices prepara-
tion etc. for which the 
Department of Horticul-
ture is providing 50-60 
percent subsidy.

He said that women 
farmers  should form 
their Farmers Club/ 
FPO’s / Self Help 

Group’s so that they 
can establish process-
ing units on community 
level and take this busi-
ness as an entrepre-
neurship.

He said that the value 
addition of fruit products 
will not only reduce the 
post harvest losses of 
fruits, but also provide 
employment opportuni-
ties for the youth.

The director also 
briefed them about the 
various Centrally and 
UT sponsored schemes 
of the department, espe-
cially Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Plan 
(HADP) and urged them 
to come forward, associ-
ate with the horticulture 
department and avail 
the benefits on different 
components.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: Shiv 

Sena (UBT) Jammu and 
Kashmir unit organized 
a ‘Havan-Yagya’ today 
at the party state central 
office, wishing victory of 
the Indian team in the 
World Cup final.

Senior party leaders 
including party state 
chief Manish Sahni per-
formed Havan-Yagya 
and prayed at the feet of 
Mother Bhagwati for the 
resounding victory of the 
Indian team. Sahni said 
that the Indian team will 
set a record by winning 

the World Cup while 
Ajay is there. He said 
that if we look at the per-
formance of the Indian 
team, during the entire 
World Cup, the Indian 
team has completely 
dominated the team in 
front.

Australia will register 

an emphatic win over 
South Africa on Sunday.

Sahni said that Virat 
Kohli should set a new 
record by scoring his 
51st century in the final 
and Shami should again 
play an important role in 
giving a strong victory 
to the Indian team in 
the World Cup by taking 
five wickets.

On this occasion Gen-
eral Secretary Vikas 
Bakshi and  G I Singh, 
Chairman Rajesh 
Gupta, Vice President 
Sanjeev Kohli, Presi-
dent Kanghar Wing Raj 
Singh, Secretary Youth 
Rajesh Handa, Secre-
tary Mehila Wing Geeta 
Lakhotra, Mamta Devi, 
Ishika Sharma, Simran, 
Shashipal, Dimple and 
others were present.

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Nov 18: 

A team of Enforcement 
agencies  led by Azad 
Hussain Inspector Motor 
Vehicle Department 
(MVD) Kishtwar on Sat-
urday undertook rigor-
ous checking operations 
across various routes 
today, demonstrating a 
commitment to uphold-
ing vehicular regulations 
and ensuring public 

safety.
During the day’s 

operations, the diligent 
team inspected a total 
of 90 vehicles, unearth-
ing multiple instances 
of non-compliance with 
vehicular laws. Out of 
the vehicles scrutinized, 
21 were penalized for 
various offenses, while 
an additional 10 vehicles 
were promptly seized, 
reinforcing the depart-
ment’s zero-tolerance 

policy toward violations.
An impressive sum 

of Rs 52,000 was col-
lected in fines from 
offenders, reflecting the 
department’s unwaver-
ing stance on enforcing 
regulations and holding 
accountable those who 
flout the law.

In a further crackdown 
on unauthorized activi-
ties, the enforcement 
team took decisive 
action against three 
buses operating on the 
Poonch route. These 
vehicles were discov-
ered to be engaging in 
illegal operations in con-
junction with a construc-
tion company at Kawar 
Kishtwar. As a conse-
quence of their unlawful 
activities, these buses 
were promptly seized.

The rigorous enforce-
ment efforts of the MVD 
Kishtwar stand as a 
testament to the depart-
ment’s unwavering dedi-
cation to ensuring road 
safety and upholding the 
rule of law.

MVD Kishtwar takes stringent 
actions against violators

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: 

Model Academy School, 
a beacon of education 
and holistic develop-
ment, successfully 
organized its Annual 
Sports Meet on Novem-
ber 18, 2023. The event 
was a testament to the 
school’s commitment to 
fostering not only ath-
letic prowess but also 
inclusivity across all 
levels of education, fea-
turing participants from 
the pre-primary, primary, 
and inclusive school.

The school’s sprawl-
ing sports grounds wit-
nessed an exhilarating 
display of skill, enthu-
siasm, and sportsman-
ship as students from 
diverse backgrounds 
came together to com-
pete in a variety of excit-
ing races. The Annual 
Sports Meet served as a 
platform for students to 
showcase their talents, 
build camaraderie, and 
embrace the spirit of 
healthy competition.

Dr. Adit Gupta, Direc-
tor MIER graced the 
occasion as the Chief 
Guest and Mrs. Rupa 
Gupta Jt. Director as 
the Guest of Honour. 
Dr. Gupta declared the 
Sports Meet open with 
an inspiring address 
to the young athletes, 
encouraging them to 
embrace the values of 
discipline, persever-

ance, and teamwork and 
motivated students to 
aim for greatness in both 
sports and academics.

The torch, symbolizing 
the spirit of competition 
and sportsmanship, was 
lit by the sports captains, 
creating a powerful 
visual representation of 
unity and shared goals.

Under the guidance of 
dedicated sports conve-
ner, Nisha Sharma, and 
physical instructors, 
Imran Ahmed and Sahil 
the Annual Sports Meet 
showcased a diverse 
array of races designed 
to test the agility, endur-
ance, and teamwork of 
the participating stu-
dents.

The races  that cap-
tivated the audience’s 
attention included: 
Animal race, balloon pop 
race, relay race, ring on 
the cone, pyramid build-
ing race, super hero 
race, balancing race, 

cycling race, hockey ball 
race, fruit market race, 
butterfly race and hurdle 
race. An energetic and 
thrilling aerobic dance 
performance kept audi-
ence on their feet. The 
dance was conceptual-
ised by Ms. Mohini.

The event was graced 
by the presence of 
school dignitaries, 
staff and students who 
cheered on the young 
participants with enthu-
siasm and encourage-
ment. The inclusive 
nature of the Sports 
Meet emphasized the 
school’s commitment to 
providing a supportive 
environment for stu-
dents of all abilities.

Principal, Pramod Sriv-
astava, expressed his 
delight at the success of 
the event, stating, “The 
Annual Sports Meet is 
a celebration of not only 
athletic achievements 
but also the spirit of 

inclusion that defines 
our school. It’s hearten-
ing to see students from 
different backgrounds 
coming together, com-
peting, and supporting 
each other.”

The Annual Sports 
Meet was a resounding 
success, with students 
exhibiting not only their 
physical prowess but 
also their ability to 
work together toward 
a common goal. The 
event encapsulated the 
school’s commitment 
to holistic development 
and inclusive education.

Top News Report
LEH, Nov 18: In a sig-

nificant development 
under Operation Sad-
hbhavna, unit of Head-
quarters Leh Sub Area 
has successfully com-
pleted the construction 
of a robust Reinforced 
Concrete Cement 
(RCC) bridge spanning 
6.3 meters in Dak Stagio 
Village, Ladakh. The ini-
tiative aims to enhance 
connectivity and facilitate 
the daily lives of villag-
ers.

The inauguration cer-
emony, a momentous 
occasion, was graced 

by the presence of the 
Maj Gen SS Bakshi, SM, 
General Officer Com-
manding (GOC) Leh Sub 
Area on Saturday, mark-
ing the official opening of 
this vital infrastructure. 
This bridge stands as a 

testament to the com-
mitment of the armed 
forces toward fostering 
goodwill and supporting 
local communities in the 
region.

The RCC Bridge not 
only addresses the 

immediate needs of Dak 
Stagio Village but also 
aligns with the broader 
vision of Operation Sad-
hbhavna, emphasizing 
community develop-
ment and strengthening 
the bond between the 
military and the local 
populace.

This project under-
scores the proactive role 
played by Headquarters 
Leh Sub Area in con-
tributing to the socio-
economic progress of 
Ladakh and showcases 
the military’s dedica-
tion to the welfare of the 
people it serves.

Model Academy School hosts 
Annual Sports Meet

Shiv Sena wishes for World Cup victory for 
Indian team, organizes Havan-Yagya

Horticulture Dept conducts Farmers’ 
Training Cum Outreach Programme

GOC Leh Sub Area inaugurates bridge at Dak Stago village
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By: Shobhaa De

I’m writing this the morning 
after the night before, while 
India is still on a cricket 

high… and justifiably so. Cricket, 
that great equaliser, established 
forcefully how, when left to our-
selves, without pesky politicians 
to spoil the pitch, we perform at 
optimum levels and do so with 
effortless grace. The semi-finals on 
Wednesday created memorable 
milestones which will be remem-
bered in not just cricketing history, 
but history-history, as Team India 
whacked the ball out of the sta-
dium. The game itself was second-
ary (sorry, cricket fans!). For me, 
it was the transformative subtext 
and subliminal messaging behind 
the tension-filled match that did 
the trick. Think of it -- a bunch of 
guys from very different cultural/
religious/economic backgrounds 
played harmoniously, seamlessly, 
beautifully… as one. And across 
India, that single echo of together-
ness, unity and unfiltered pride in 
the country, aptly symbolised by 
our Men in Blue, generated more 
euphoria than almost any other 
public deed, act or announcement 
ever has or could.

It’s tempting to say that this 
euphoria will only get amplified 
a thousand-fold if the team lift the 
World Cup on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19. But… it’s important to 
remind ourselves that cricket is 
just a game at the end of the day. 
And like in any other game, there 
will always be winners and losers. 
Yes, we are cricket mad and it is 
we who have elevated cricket 
to a quasi-religion, with impas-
sioned followers ready to sacrifice 
themselves at the altar of cricket. 
Fanaticism can be alarming for 
those not as invested in the game 

-- someone like myself, for exam-
ple. Of course, I did watch Virat 
Kohli’s moment of glory… and 
relished every bit of the post-cen-
tury emotional drama, with Virat 
deliberately removing his gloves, 
helmet, placing his bat carefully 
on the ground, and bowing deeply 
to Sachin Tendulkar in the stands, 
effusively acknowledging his rev-
erence and respect for the Bharat 
Ratna sports star. I could be mis-
taken, but such a grand gesture 
from one sportsperson towards 
another sportsperson is unprece-
dented in living memory. It made 
me wonder -- had Virat planned 
the tribute to the last detail, in case 
he created that staggering record? 
Did he discuss it with his wife in 
advance? Was it agreed he would 
blow her a kiss only after he’d fin-
ished worshipping his idol? Did 
he know the full impact of the ges-
ture? Or, was he truly one with 
the moment right then, and oblivi-
ous to the thunderous roar of his 
fans that could be heard across 
Marine Drive? But when he finally 
acknowledged their presence, the 
only optic that mattered was the 
one of him bowing to the Master 
Blaster. And sure enough, it was 
this photograph that was instantly 
transmitted globally, and made 
the front page of every newspa-
per. Whether or not India lifts 
the Cup tomorrow after the spec-
tacular 10/10 record thus far, it’s 
Virat’s bowing moment that will 
enjoy maximum recall whenever 
ODI World Cup 2023 is discussed.

So powerful was the feel-good 
factor generated by India’s win 
over New Zealand that a lot else 
got side-tracked and received 
comparatively paltry coverage. 
Like the passing of “Biki” Oberoi 
and Subrata Roy Sahara -- both 
household names but for entirely 

different reasons. Hospitality and 
chit funds are worlds removed. 
While rich tributes started to pour 
in minutes after the news of Biki’s 
death flashed, Subrata’s obituar-
ies were some of the harshest in 
recent memory. One newspaper 
titled its obit “The OG chit-fund 
hustler who destroyed millions…” 
Other newspapers gave Roy a 
one-column treatment, indicating 
that Roy did not warrant much 
more. Roy’s ponzi scheme cheated 
the poorest of the poor, and made 
him one of the wealthiest men in 
India… till the law caught up with 
him. It was game over. Surpris-
ingly, Sebi could never prove 
whose money it was… where it 
came from… and who Roy was 
shielding. He was asked to cough 
up approximately Rs 60,000 crores 
-- dubbed the most expensive bail 
bond in the world. Ironically, not 
a single group of Sahara investors 
went public with their grievances!

Sadly, it was only a handful of 
Bollywood personalities who 
spoke up about their benefactor 
and praised his generosity. “None 
who sought his help went back 
disappointed….” said his former 
COO at Sahara India Motion Pic-
tures, while Madhur Bhandarkar, 
who had met the ailing Roy in 
hospital a few months ago, added: 
“He would light up the room with 
his cheerful spirit….”

On the few occasions I had brief-
ly met him and his lovely, soft-
spoken wife Swapna during their 
heyday, I had watched with some 
amusement as Mumbai’s so-called 
movers and shakers sucked up to 
the duo and fell over backwards 
to get face time with Roy. He was 
feted and celebrated by some of 
India’s most prominent indus-
trialists, who didn’t think twice 
before accepting lavish gifts from 

the man. I recall a prima donna 
mocking him after enjoying his 
hospitality over a bizarre dinner 
at which he’d hired a foreign 
quartet and a well-known singer 
to croon to the lady, who later 
boasted that Roy had gifted her a 
rare, diamond-studded watch as a 
back present, before dropping her 
off in his private helicopter.

That’s life!
Biki was born with a golden 

spoon (no, an entire cutlery set) in 
his mouth. His was a life of untold 
privilege and wealth -- a charmed 
life. Which in no way takes away 
from his tremendous contribution 
to the rarefied world of luxury. 
Roy came out of nowhere and 
tragically ended up nowhere, 
even after being named the tenth 
Most Influential Businessman 
by India Today in 2012. Roy’s 
parents were zamindars from 
Dhaka, so Roy’s wasn’t exactly a 
rags-to-riches saga. Despite it all, 
Roy was never granted entry into 
the snooty, snobby ‘’PLU’’ club. 
And whatever led to his sudden 
fall from grace, the consequences 
were as terrible for him as they 
were for those who he had sup-
posedly swindled. A case of 
karma biting back, said the very 
people who had used him while 
the going was good.

My plan this weekend involves 
watching Tiger 3. Just to keep the 
adrenalin level high during the 
run-up to the World Cup finals. 
And yes … it must have been a 
first for David Beckham to play 
second fiddle to not just one, but 
two incredible sportspeople who 
got 1.4. billion people together… 
and on their feet. Thank you, Virat 
Kohli and Mohammed Shami, for 
the unmatched magic. Yeh Mera 
India… I love my India!

By: Vijay GarG 

Study Abroad – Over the last 
decade, the pursuit of interna-
tional education has undergone 

a profound transformation in India. 
Traditionally, study abroad programs 
were predominantly opted by the afflu-
ent class due to high cost, the reputation 
linked to renowned universities, and 
limited accessibility. 

According to the Ministry of External 
Affairs, over 1.3 million Indian students 
pursued their studies abroad under 
various education programmes in the 
year 2022. The surge in Indian students 
pursuing their studies overseas has led 
to an increase in the number of edu-
cation loans disbursed. This has ulti-
mately added to the cycle of growth of 
the Indian economy. 

Additionally, it has led to significant 
growth in the number of international 
institutions in India leading to the avail-
ability of an increased number of oppor-
tunities for global education without 
even leaving the country.

This article aims to provide valuable 
information on the factors driving this 
transformation and offer insights into 
the strategies and resources available 
for students aiming to pursue their 
studies abroad.

Why are the Indian Students Opting to 
Pursue their Studies Abroad?

Indian Students Studying Abroad
In recent years, there has been a grow-

ing interest among the Indian students 
to pursue their studies overseas. This 
trend is contingent upon a number 
of factors, including global expo-
sure, better career prospects, and an 
improved quality of education.

Global Exposure: One of the main 
reasons why Indian students choose 
to pursue their studies abroad is to 
gain global exposure. Pursuing studies 
overseas allows students to experience 
interactions with different cultures, 

scholars, mentors, students from all 
over the world helping them expand 
their horizons.

Better Career Prospects: Many inter-
national universities offer high-quality 
education and specialised programmes 
that are not available in India. Addi-
tionally, international degrees are often 
valued highly by employers in India 
and around the world.

Improved Quality of Education: Top 
international universities offer cutting-
edge research facilities, world-class fac-
ulty, and academic programmes rich in 
quality. This helps students develop the 
skills and knowledge they require in the 
pursuit of success.

Some of the specific domains and the 
benefits accruing to Indian students 
pursuing their studies abroad are as 
follows:

Career Assessment Test
Engineering: Students who pursue 

their studies overseas in the engineer-
ing domain gain exposure to cutting-
edge research projects and latest tech-
nology. They have the opportunity to 
learn from world-renowned professors 
and scholars. This helps them develop 
the required knowledge and skills for 
matching employment opportunities in 
India as well as overseas.

Business and Management: Students 
who pursue their business or manage-
ment studies abroad have the opportu-
nity to learn from experienced business 
leaders while gaining exposure to best 
global practices. This leads to honing 
of skills and sharpening of knowledge 
required to start their venture or land a 
job in a multinational corporation.

Medicine: Students who pursue their 
overseas studies in medicine have the 
opportunity to learn from world-class 
doctors, scholars and researchers. This 
enhances their overall skills and knowl-
edge in medicine which is key to becom-
ing an accomplished medicine practitio-
ner in India or abroad.

Impact of COVID-19 on Indian Study 
Abroad Ecosystem

According to a report by the Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs, the number 
of Indian students studying abroad 
decreased from 7,57,273 in 2019-20 to 
4,47,255 in 2020-21 leading to a down-
turn of over 40%. 

While 5.8 lakh Indian students went to 
pursue their studies in other countries 
in 2019, it dipped to 2.59 lakh due to 
the pandemic in 2020. Even though the 
number rose in 2021, it was yet to catch 
up with the pre-pandemic levels.

The factors that contributed to this 
downturn in international education 
include the following:

Travel restrictions: Many countries 
imposed travel restrictions during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, making it difficult 
for Indian students to travel abroad.

Online learning: Universities switched 
to online learning, which was not an 
ideal scenario for all students.

Financial difficulties: The pandemic 
caused financial hardship for many 
Indian families, making it difficult for 
them to afford the cost of overseas edu-
cation.

However, of late, the number of Indian 
students pursuing their studies abroad 
has revealed an upward trend since 
2021-22, with 6,82,223 students heading 
overseas. This represents an increase 
of over 50% over the data available 
for previous year. Key factors include 
eased travel restrictions, hybrid learn-
ing options, and improved financial 
stability.

Financial Aspect to Study Abroad
The cost of studying abroad can be a 

major barrier for Indian students. How-
ever, there has been an increase in loan 
applications for overseas education in 
recent years. 

According to the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), the outstanding portfolio 
under education loans grew 17 per cent 
at Rs.96,847 crore in the year 2022-23 as 

against Rs. 82,723 crore in the previous 
year. 

The total value of education loans dis-
bursed for overseas education increased 
from Rs. 15,445.62 crore in 2021-22 to Rs. 
23,576.02 crore in 2022-23. This repre-
sents an increase of over 50%. 

Availability of Scholarships and Other 
Financial Aid Options

The applicants can also decide to 
explore alternative sources of financial 
support, such as scholarships and other 
forms of financial aid, to fund their 
international education. Some of the 
opportunities are listed below:

Fulbright-Nehru Fellowship Pro-
gramme: This program is offered by 
the US government to Indian scholars 
and professionals who wish to study, 
research, or teach in the United States.

Chevening Scholarships: These schol-
arships are offered by the UK Govern-
ment to Indian students who wish to 
pursue postgraduate studies at a rec-
ognized university in the UK.

Aga Khan Foundation International 
Scholarship Programme: This program 
is offered by the Aga Khan Foundation 
to students from developing countries 
who wish to pursue postgraduate stud-
ies at a recognized university abroad.

Rhodes Scholarship: This scholarship 
is awarded to meritorious students from 
all over the world who wish to pursue 
postgraduate studies at the University 
of Oxford.

In addition to scholarships and grants, 
there are a number of other financial 
aid options available to Indian students 
pursuing their studies abroad. These 
financial aid options include student 
loan programmes, work-study pro-
grammes, and teaching assistantships.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Malout )

The task before us is our duty. 
Even small tasks need to 
be done well. If work is not 

done diligently, enthusiastically and 
cleverly, the work gets spoiled. Ful-
fillment of duty begins at home. The 
child has some duties towards his 
parents. Parents have duties towards 
their children. Similarly, husband and 
wife have mutual duties. Brother and 
sister have mutual duties. Only the 
one who performs his duties well at 
home has the strength to perform his 
duties outside.

We have certain duties towards our 
friends outside the home. There are 
certain duties towards neighbours. 
By following these duties man pro-
gresses. The one who performs his 
duties towards the locality, the local-
ity starts loving him. The locality 
accepts him as its leader. Similarly, 
there are some duties of citizenship. 
One who pays taxes to the govern-
ment on time is called a true citizen 
or a good city.

There is a power in the mind of all of 
us. She engages us in good deeds and 
stops us from bad deeds. We feel very 
happy when we perform our duties. 
If we fail to perform our duties, we 
feel very disappointed. Our mind tells 
us the right duty for the first time. If 
we then suppress our feelings and 
engage in bad work, then it is our 
own fault.

Only those people get the most 
respect in the world, who perform 
their duty properly. The caste whose 
people make a habit of performing 
their duties definitely progresses. 
The caste whose people shirk their 
duties falls down.

There is truth in the words and 
behavior of a person who follows his 
duty. He stands on a strong rock and 
has no fear of falling. A person who 
performs his duty does all his work 
properly and at the right time. One 
who does not perform his duty has 
to make a hundred excuses.

One has to take support of lies. The 
mother of lies is cowardice. By per-
forming your duties on time, you 
start getting success in your work. 
Success becomes a habit. One who 
has the habit of following his duties 
consistently becomes successful in 
every task. He keeps progressing.

If we consider our duty as our 
responsibility, we will see many ben-
efits from it. A person who performs 
his duty is clean and simple in mind 
and is fearless and courageous. The 
most important thing is that he has 
no enemies, rather his friends are his 
friends. Our history is full of many 
examples of dutiful people. Pannad-
haya had sacrificed his son to fulfill 
his duty.

Despite enduring many hardships, 
Maharana Pratap did not bow down 
before the Mughal emperor Akbar. 
Maryada Purushottam Ram’s life was 
for duties, that is why he even sacri-
ficed his wife Sita to fulfill his duty. 
Mahatma Gandhi, Subhash Chandra 
Bose, Chandrashekhar, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Bhagat Singh all passed away 
while performing their duties.

EDITORIAL

A Complete Guidelines to Indian Students for Studies Abroad

Diwali is over... let the celebrations continue

WELL TASK
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: Phys-

ics Wallah (PW), a lead-
ing Ed-Tech company 
that has played a pivotal 
role in democratizing 
education at scale in 
India, is expanding its 
presence in Jammu with 
the tech-enabled new 
offline center, PW Vidy-
apeeth.

Students have the 
opportunity to secure 
up to 100% scholar-
ships through PWNSAT 
2023 phase II (Physics 
Wallah National Schol-
arship cum Admission 
Test), through which PW 
is offering scholarships 
worth Rs 200 crores to 
meritorious students. 
The exam will be con-
ducted in both offline and 
online modes and will be 
open to students from 
class 8 to 12, as well 
as droppers aspiring to 
study for JEE or NEET.

The PWNSAT exam 
will be held on Novem-
ber 26th, December 3rd 
& 10th December, 2023, 
in offline mode, and stu-
dents can take the exam 
from 26th November to 
10th December, 2023, 
in online mode. Regis-
tration for the exam can 
be completed through 
the PW website, app, 
or at the nearest offline 
Vidyapeeth centre. The 
results of the exam will 
be announced on 15th 
December.

Furthermore, PW Vidy-
apeeth’s offline center 
offers a unique opportu-
nity for students to enroll 
in their Fastrack courses 
on November 18. These 
courses provide compre-
hensive support, includ-
ing access to offline lec-
tures, recorded lectures, 
assistance with NCERT 
materials, offline doubt-
solving, Daily Practice 

Problems (DPPs) with 
video solutions, special-
ized modules, Previous 
Year Questions (PYQs), 
and PW-AITS (fortnight-
ly Tests). In addition, 
students can actively 
engage in their learning 
journey through Interac-
tive Classroom Quizzes 
accessible through the 
Dangal platform. Classes 
for the current academic 
session have already 
commenced, ensuring 
that students can get a 
head start on their edu-
cation. For information 
regarding admissions, 
scholarships, registra-
tion, available courses, 
fees, counseling, and 
other pertinent details, 
students can find valu-
able resources by visiting 
the Vidyapeeth Center.

PW Vidyapeeth Jammu 
boasts state-of-the-art 
infrastructure, featuring 
22 tech-enabled class-

rooms with a capacity 
to accommodate 3,000 
students. Its classrooms 
are led by top faculty 
members recruited from 
various parts of the coun-
try. Students will also get 
an opportunity to avail a 
25% early bird scholar-
ship during the launch of 
admissions for the next 
year:

Ankit Gupta, CEO of 
Vidyapeeth Offline, PW, 
said, “Students now 
seek the benefits of both 
online and offline learn-
ing. At PW, we firmly 
believe in the hybrid 
approach as the way 
forward. By expanding 
our tech-enabled offline 
Vidyapeeth Centres 
across cities, we aim to 
ensure students in their 
towns have access to 
quality education, elimi-
nating the need for them 
to relocate to education 
hubs in distant cities 

and reducing the finan-
cial burden on parents. 
To further support our 
students, we aim to give 
back and help them 
achieve their dreams 
of studying engineer-
ing or medicine through 
our PWNSAT exam. 
Last year, 1.1 lakh stu-
dents benefited from the 
PWNSAT scholarships, 
which were worth over 
120 Crores. Continuing 
the same, this year, we 
are providing scholar-
ships worth Rs 200 Cr.”

PW Vidyapeeth cur-
rently operates 74 cen-
ters across India, with a 
student base of nearly 15 
lakh students. The offline 
Vidyapeeth centers offer 
a comprehensive cur-
riculum covering every-
thing students need to 
learn for JEE/NEET, and 
Physics Wallah consis-
tently delivers excep-
tional results.

Top News Report
ANANTNAG, Nov 18: 

Indian Army’s 19 Rash-
triya Rifles organized a 
football tournament for 
the first time in Dialgam 
Anantnag  at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary  
School Dialgam  in which 
eight teams from Anant-
nag district participated.

The final match of this 
championship was played 
between Cresent Public 
School and FC Dialgam 
on Saturday.

The championship was 
inaugurated by Com-
manding officer Col. 
Anjeet.

The main objective of 
this tournament was to 

encourage and recognize 
sportsmanship among 
the youth”.

Commanding officer 
Col. Anjeet while address-
ing the players said that 
Army organized this tour-
nament for football play-
ers to bring out the hidden 
talents of the players. 

He said, “The game 
of football is of great 
importance and the sole 
purpose of organizing 
this event has truly been 
fulfilled with great enthu-
siasm.”

Anjeet said that sports is 
a great way to channelize 
the energy of the youth in 
a positive direction and 
help build character and 
make the youth a better 

human being.
On this occasion, Sar-

panch Bilal Ahmad while 
talking to the media said 
that the youth should 
focus on sports and uti-
lize their hidden talents 
in all sports activities and 
make their future bright. 
He further said that the 
youth should shun the 
path of illegal activities 
like drugs and pursue a 
career in sports. 

He also appreciated the 
players for participating in 
this sports event.

In final ceremony Sar-
panch Bilal Ahmad, Com-
pany Commander Major 
Samir Jagtap including 
locals and school children 
were participated.

Physics Wallah expands its Tech-Enabled Offline 
Vidyapeeth Center in Jammu

Announces Rs 200 crore Scholarships with PWNSAT 2023 Phase II

Football championship concludes in Dialgam
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SRK hosts ‘icon’ Beckham at Mannat; footballer 
invites ‘great man’ to his home

Superstar Shah Rukh Khan 
shared a picture of himself with 
footballer David Beckham, and 
penned a note for the “icon”, 
sharing how he has always 
been an admirer of the “abso-
lute gentleman”.

SRK had hosted a private 
party for the former English 
footballer, at his residence 
Mannat, here.

Taking to social media, SRK 
posted a happy picture with 
David, wherein we can see SRK 
in a black t-shirt and blue denim 
pants. He accessorised the look 
with a black pearl chain.

On the other hand, David 
looked handsome in an olive 
green tee shirt, and paired it with 
a black striped coat and match-
ing pants.

In the caption, the ‘Jawan’ star 
wrote: “Last nite with an icon...
and an absolute gentleman. 
Have always been a big admir-
er but meeting him and seeing 
how he is with kids made me 
realise that the only thing that 
out does his football is his kind-
ness and his gentle nature. My 
love to your family. Be well and 
happy my friend and get some 
sleep…@Davidbeckham.”

The post has garnered more 
than 25 lakh likes.

Kareena Kapoor Khan wrote 
in the comment section: “Two 
GOATS,” followed by a red heart 
emoji.

Ridhi Dogra said: “What do 
women want? In a photograph”.

Pratik Sehajpal dropped a fire 
emoji.

Beckham, who was in India in 
his role as a UNICEF goodwill 

ambassador, was seen with 
cricket icon and fellow UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassador Sachin 
Tendulkar during the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2023 semi-
final between India and New 
Zealand at Wankhede Stadium 
in Mumbai.

Later, he was hosted by Bol-
lywood actress Sonam Kapoor 

and her husband Anand Ahuja 
in a star-studded lavish dinner 
party.

The party was also attended 
by Farhan Akhtar, Shibani 
Dandekar, Adar Poonawalla, 
Arjun Kapoor, Karisma Kapoor, 
Sanjay Kapoor, Maheep Kapoor, 
Shahid Kapoor, Mira Rajput, 
Malaika Arora and many others.

David also took to his Insta-
gram handle and shared pic-
tures with SRK, Sonam and 
Anand.

The soccer champion wrote 
a thank you note: “Honoured 
to have been welcomed into 
this great man’s home. To 
enjoy a meal with @iamsrk, @
gaurikhan, their beautiful chil-
dren and close friends - what a 
special way to end my first visit 
to India...Thank you my friend 
- you and your family are wel-
come any time in my home...”

The note further read: “@
sonamkapoor and @ananda-
huja - you hosted me with such 
warmth and kindness this week, 
thank you for the amazing eve-
ning you created at your home 
- see you again soon.”

Sonam commented on David’s 
post: “You’re extremely gracious 
and a thorough gentleman.”

Superstar Salman 
Khan who is currently 
flying high on the suc-
cess of his recently 
released action thriller 
film ‘Tiger 3’ caught 
fans’ attention with his 
attempt to kiss co-actor 
Emraan Hashmi.

The makers of ‘Tiger 
3’ organised a special 
success event of the 
film in Mumbai where 
actors Salman Khan, 
Katrina Kaif and Emraan 
Hashmi marked their 
presence.

The celebs were seen 

interacting with fans 
at the event and also 
thanked the audience 
for showering love on 
their film.

During the event, 
Salman Khan said, 
“Katrina hai iss film mein, 
toh thoda toh romance 
banta hi hai.” He then 
looked at Emraan and 
added, “Agar Emraan ka 
role Aatish ka nahi hota, 
toh yeh toh ho he jata” 
and then appears to 
plant a kiss on Emraan 
as the crowd burst into 
laughter.

Hashmi has become 
famous for his kissing 
scenes in several Bol-
lywood films.

Helmed by Maneesh 
Sharma, Salman’s film 
‘Tiger 3’ was released 
on Diwali. The film has 
entered the Rs 300 
crore club at the global 
box office.

The ‘Dabangg’ actor 
was also seen shaking 
a leg with Katrina on the 
song ‘Leke Prabhu Ka 
Naam’ at the event.

However, Salman has 
still not announced his 
next project.

Salman Khan’s ‘kissing scene’ 
with Emraan Hashmi at ‘Tiger 3’ 
success event, video goes viral

Beckham was in India in his role as a UNICEF goodwill ambassador

His life was gentle; and the 
elements

So mixed in him, that Nature 
might stand up

And say to all the world, THIS 
WAS A MAN!

…wrote William Shakespeare 
about Julius Caesar. These are 
the words that were incanted 
to describe Prof BN Goswamy, 
who bid adieu to this world on 
Friday, time and again through 
the day. He was 90. A much-
loved and revered figure in 
Chandigarh, art historian Prof 
Goswamy’s acclaim is spread 
the world over. His loss, mourn-
ed like no other. As the shock 
of his passing away registered, 
who’s who of the city headed to 
the cremation ground in Sector 
25 to pay their last respects.

Born Brijinder Nath Goswamy, 
in Sargodha, Punjab Province 
under the British India, he start-
ed his professional career with 
Indian Administrative Service 
that he left to pursue his passion 
for arts. He authored about 26 
books on the subjects of Pahari, 
miniature paintings, court 
painters and masters of Indian 
paintings among others. How 
he traced and reconstructed 
detailed genealogies of several 
families of Pahari artists with a 
great deal of accuracy gathering 
information from Haridwar and 
Pehowa to Kashmir and Vara-
nasi — wherever people from 
Kangra went to perform the last 
rites of their family members — 
is a feat people talk about.

Fondly called BNG in art cir-
cles, he also set up the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts in Panjab Uni-
versity. Recipient of Jawaharlal 
Nehru Fellowship, Sarabhai 
Fellowship and Mellon Senior 
Fellow of the National Humani-
ties Center, North Carolina; 
Prof Goswamy was a recipi-
ent of Padma Shri and Padma 
Bhushan.

Calling him a ‘national trea-
sure’, theatre thespian Neelam 
Mansingh Chowdhry, shares, 
“I just feel privileged to live in 
the same city, same century to 
meet a man like him, to have 
him as a teacher one dreams 
about.” She recalls how she 
first met him through his wife 
Karuna Goswamy, and showed 
him some paintings she drew, 
“Pretty bad they were, and 
how he saw them so carefully, 
with such delicacy and dignity 
as if they were a piece of art.” 
Neelam Mansingh later joined 
the Department of Fine Art as 
a student. “His classes were 
magical. He taught us to look at 

a piece of art, to see the colour, 
composition and how to think 
in abstract manner. One learnt 
new terms every day.”

When Neelam Mansingh came 
to Chandigarh post her Delhi, 
Mumbai, Bhopal sojourn to call 
it her home, Karuna and Prof 
Goswamy took her under their 
wings. “He treated everyone 
with such respect and made 
them feel important. In the 
world of art, he was the force 
of nature. He was a rock star.”

Artist Diwan Manna, presi-
dent, Punjab Lalit Kala Aka-
demi, calls this a personal loss. 
“To me he was the soul of city. 
He brought grace, dignity, ele-
gance, eloquence to whosoever 
he touched. He was a man of 
high intellect who exuded grace. 
He was dignity moving around 
in shape of human being. He 
brought Indian art to the fore-
front single-handedly. He 
focused on Indian art that drifted 
towards the Western influence 
and managed to put a break to 
it. He showed the Indian way of 
consuming, producing art, our 
cultural legacy, our own sto-
ries, lived experiences, cultural 
moorings. His going is a huge 
personal loss.”

“The passing away of Dr BN 
Goswamy is a colossal loss 
the world of Indian art,” said 
painter and art historian Vijay 
Sharma. “He was a scholar 
class apart equal to the rank of 
Ananda Coomaraswamy and 
Rai Krishandas. Although he 
is known internationally as a 
scholar of Indian painting, yet 
his specialization was in Pahari 
miniature painting. I know him 
since 1983 when he visited 
Chamba Museum to partici-
pate in a seminar. His scholarly 
works were path breaking with 
new approach to appreciate 
the merits of miniatures. The 

vacuum created after his pass-
ing away cannot be filled.”

“What a terrible loss to the 
world of art and history. My 
deepest sympathies to Dr Gos-
wamy’s family. Dr Goswamy’s 
presence will live on in the tre-
mendous contribution he has 
made to the world of Indian 
Art History. His work is a trea-
sure gifted to current and future 
generations of readers and stu-
dents. Thank you Dr Goswamy 
for expanding my mind,” shared 
author-artist Belinder Dhanoa.

Our easy accessibility to Prof 
Goswamy, at times, made us 
forget his global presence. 
Yashaswini Chandra, lecturer 
in South Asian Art History at 
University of Edinburgh, was 
shocked and dismayed at his 
demise. “As a student of art his-
tory, you know Prof Goswamy 
even before you actually know 
him. I had a chance to dis-
cuss my work with him about 
a decade back, and he was so 
encouraging. His scholarship is 
so seminal. He is a master of 
aesthetics concerning Pahari 
paintings, very much dedicated 
to its social dimension. He was 
a pioneer in emphasising the 
role of artists notwithstanding 
the social status looking beyond 
the elite patronage. 

The outlook he gave to us 
is important. He was strongly 
rooted, basing self in Chandi-
garh and yet ensuring the inter-
est of the world in Indian art. In 
him, we have lost a giant.”

Expressing profound sorrow, 
Banwarilal Purohit, Governor 
of Punjab and the Administra-
tor of UT, Chandigarh extended 
his deepest condolences on the 
passing of Dr Goswamy. “The 
contributions of Padma Shri, 
Padma Bhushan awardee Dr 
Goswamy to the understand-
ing and appreciation of art 

were immense. His dedica-
tion and scholarship as an art 
historian and an art critic were 
unparalleled, leaving an endur-
ing legacy that will continue to 
inspire generations to come. 
The loss of Dr Goswamy is 
an immeasurable blow to the 
Indian art and culture. During 
this time of mourning, I extend 
my heartfelt sympathies to the 
family, friends, and admirers of 
Dr Goswamy. May the Almighty 
grant solace to his departed soul 
and bestow strength upon those 
affected by this irreparable loss. 
May the memories of Dr Gos-
wamy’s extraordinary life bring 
comfort to all who mourn his 
loss, and may his contributions 
always be remembered and 
cherished,” said the Governor.

He will be hugely missed
Devastated to hear of the 

death of my beloved friend and 
mentor, BN Goswamy, India’s 
greatest art historian and one 
of the wisest and most brilliant 
men I ever met. 

He was a kind friend, a gener-
ous mentor, a rigorous schol-
ar, a fabulous writer and an 
entrancing speaker who every 
year hypnotised the audiences 
@JaipurLitFest with his wit, 
subtlety and erudition. He was 
irreplaceable and will be hugely 
missed. Om shanti! William Dal-
rymple, Historian

Words of wisdom
Prof BN Goswamy specialised 

in Pahari painting and Indian 
miniature paintings but wrote 
and spoke on variety of themes.

His most recent book The 
Indian Cat: Stories, Paintings, 
Poetry, and Proverbs looks at 
all the varied ways in which cats 
have made themselves a home 
in our art, literature, and speech, 
and our hearts.

Nainsukh of Guler: A Great 
Indian Painter From a Small 
Hill-State (1997), Wondrous 
Images: Krishna seen as Shri-
nath-ji (Pichhwais of the Vallab-
ha Sampradaya) (2014), Indian 
Costumes In The Collection Of 
The Calico Museum Of Tex-
tiles 2013, Ranga Roopa: God.
Words.Images (2010), Piety 
and Splendour: Sikh Heritage 
in Art (2000), Krishna - The 
Divine Lover: Myth and Legend 
Through Indian Art (1982) are 
amongst his celebrated tomes 
that talk of his wide range.

He engaged readers through 
his column Art & Soul in The 
Tribune writing of course on art 
alongwith eclectic topics right 
from vaccines fragrances to 
more recently nursery rhymes!

‘Prof BN Goswamy was the soul 
of the Chandigarh’Nora Fatehi will 

embark on a grand 
World Tour in early 
2024, during which she 
will not only perform her 
Bollywood solos but 
also unveil a new inter-
national track, solidify-
ing her status as a stel-
lar performer, bringing 
Bollywood’s glamour, 
colours, and magic to 
international audience.

The tour will also 
showcase her vocal 
talents, as well as see 
her dish out some of 
her more eclectic dance 
performances. Reach-
ing out to international 
levels on this front is 
something that marks a 
turning point in the Batla 
House alum’s career.

As the course of her 
professional life is taking 
a new turn due to her 
world tour, Nora Fatehi 
is also gearing up to star 
in a roster of upcoming 

films. She is poised to 
make her Telugu debut 
in actor Varun Tej’s film 
Matka. In the Bollywood 
realm, Nora is set to 

grace the screen along-
side Vidyut Jammwal in 
the high-octane thriller 
Crakk, showcasing her 
acting prowess.

On global stage: Nora Fatehi set 
to embark on World Tour in 2024

Actress Jessica Alba 
has reflected on her past 
style decisions. In a new 
TikTok clip, the actress 
talked about having an 
‘awkward phase’ while 
growing up.

As the video started, 
Althoff, 26, insisted Alba 
had skipped her ‘awk-
ward phase’ while the 
actress stated that the 
assumption was incor-
rect. Still, Althoff felt that 
the Dark Angel alum 
had the liberty of miss-
ing out on ‘a normal per-
son’s awkward stage.’

Alba then shed light 
on how she actually got 
an early start on the so-
called cringe rite of pas-
sage. “It’s so weird that 
I started using a curling 
iron and hairspray at 
age, like, five,” she con-
fessed.

“And no wonder I 
had so much asthma.” 
She added that she 
was ‘doing too much, 
too young,’ while remi-
niscing about how she 
also ‘went through the 
coloured eyeshadow 
phase’ in her past.

‘Too much, too young’: 
Jessica Alba on her 
‘awkward phase’ styling
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NEW DELHI / SINGA-
PORE, Nov 18 (Agen-
cies): Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh , on way 
back from his visit to 
Indonesia, made a brief 
halt at Singapore  and 
paid tributes to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 

by laying a wreath at the 
Indian National Army 
(INA) marker there.

Construction of a mon-
ument to commemorate 
the “Unknown Warrior” 
was proposed by Netaji 
himself and he had laid 
the foundation stone in 

July 1945. In 1995, the 
National Heritage Board 
of Singapore erected 
the INA marker on the 
same spot as the origi-
nal memorial.

The Minister also 
offered prayers at the 
Sri Srinivasa Perumal 
temple dedicated to 
Lord Vishnu, which is 
among the oldest Hindu 
temples in Singapore 
dating back to 1855.

He also visited the 
Indian Heritage Centre 
in Little India. 

The Centre was set 
up under the National 
Heritage Board in 2015 
documenting the story 
of the journey of Sin-
gaporean Indians. It 
houses five permanent 
galleries.

Rajnath lays wreath at INA 
memorial at Singapore

JAIPUR, Nov 18 (Agencies): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday lambasted the 
Congress government in Rajas-
than, alleging the party sent the 
state to the top in the number 
crimes and riots by letting anti-
social elements loose with its 
policy of appeasement.

Addressing a rally in Bharat-
pur, PM Modi taunted state 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, 
saying the people have decided 
not to vote for the “jadugar” and 
that Congress will vanish from 
the state after the election. “3 
December, Congress ‘chhoo 
mantar.’” Before he entered 
politics, Gehlot, the son of a 
professional magician, toured 
the country performing magic 
tricks.

Assembly polls are due to take 
place in Rajasthan on Novem-
ber 25 and counting of votes will 

be done on December 3.
“On the one hand, India is 

becoming a leader in the world. 
On the other hand, you all know 
what happened in Rajasthan in 
the last five years. Congress 
has made Rajasthan a leader 
in corruption, riots, and crimes. 
That’s why Rajasthan is saying 

- Magician ji, you won’t get any 
votes,” PM Modi said.

He also accused the party 
of giving a free hand to crimi-
nal elements with its policy of 
appeasement.

“Wherever Congress come to 
power, terrorists, criminals and 
rioters are let loose. Appease-

ment is everything for Con-
gress. Congress can go to any 
extent for appeasement, even 
if it means putting your life at 
stake,” PM Modi said.

He said that the state under 
Congress’ five years’ rule has 
seen a maximum number of 
crimes against women and 
Dalits.

“Be it Holi, Ram Navami, or 
Hanuman Jayanti, you people 
could not celebrate any festival 
peacefully. Riots, stone pelting, 
curfew, all this continued in Raj-
asthan,” he said.

The PM said the Congress has 
shattered the confidence of the 
women of Rajasthan.

“The Chief Minister is saying 
that women file fake rape cases. 
Can he protect women? Does 
such a Chief Minister have the 
right to remain in chair even for 
a minute?” PM Modi asked.

“Wherever They Come, Terrorists, Criminals...”: PM 
Modi Hits Out At Congress

He also accused the party of giving a free hand to criminal elements with its policy 
of appeasement.

He also offered prayers at the Sri Srinivasa Perumal 
temple dedicated to Lord Vishnu

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 (Agencies): 
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge 
on Saturday accused the BJP and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of copy-
ing Congress’ original guarantees and 
include in their agenda to serve up in 
the elections to the people.

“The BJP has neither the intentions, 
nor policies. The Congress has given 
concrete programmes for public wel-
fare in the form of guarantees in Raj-
asthan and other states,” Kharge said 
on X. “After a lot of efforts, Modi ji and 
the BJP thought it better to copy our 
original guarantees... And has made an 
unsuccessful attempt to hastily serve 
the agenda before the elections,” he 
said in his post in Hindi.

“The people of Rajasthan know that 
the Congress has worked and will 
also fulfil our seven guarantees on 

the ground,” Kharge said, using the 
hashtag #Congress_again.

Kharge will address election meetings 
in Vair Assembly of Bharatpur district 
and Tijara of Rajasthan on Saturday for 
the upcoming November 25 assembly 
polls.

BJP has no policies, copied 
Congress’ guarantees for its 
agenda: Mallikarjun Kharge MUMBAI, Nov 18 

(Agencies): Five people 
sustained burns after a 
fire broke out in Mum-
bai’s Bandra area on 
Saturday, officials said.

It is suspected that the 
fire was caused by an 
explosion in a cooking 
gas cylinder, officials 
informed.

The injured were iden-
tified as Nikhil Jogesh 
Das (53), Rakesh Ram-
janam Sharma (38), 
Anthony Paul Thengal 
(65), Kalicharan Majilal 
Kanojiya (54) and Shan 
Ali Zakir Ali Siddiqui 
(31), according to offi-
cials.

Sharing further details 
of the incident, an offi-

cial in the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) said, “As soon 
as information about 
the fire was received, 
we rushed firefight-

ers and engines to the 
spot. They brought the 
fire under control.” The 
injured were admitted 
to the Bhabha Hospital 
in Bandra for treatment, 

officials added.
Dr. Rohan, the autho-

rised medical offi-
cer (AMO) at Bandra 
Bhabha Hospi ta l , 
informed that five people 
were injured in the inci-
dent and no fatalities 
were reported.

An official in the 
Mumbai Fire Brigade 
(MFB) said, “The inci-
dent took place in the 
Bandra area of Mumbai 
around 6.19 am on Sat-
urday. We believe that 
the fire was caused by 
an LPG cylinder explo-
sion.

“Fire was confined 
to electric wiring, elec-
tric installation, a stock 
of clothes, and one 

upper-floored structure. 
The blaze was doused 
around 6.40 am,” the fire 
official added.

Earlier, on Friday, a 
fire broke out on the 
11th and 12th floors of a 
building near the Grant 
Road area of Mumbai.

According to the police, 
the fire was confined to 
electric wiring, electric 
installation, furniture, 
doors, and household 
articles on the 8th and 
12th floors.

Fire services person-
nel, who responded to 
the incident, said it was 
a level-2 blaze.

No injuries were 
reported in the incident.

5 injured in fire from LPG cylinder explosion 
fire incident in Mumbai

GIRIDIH, Nov 18 (Agencies): Six 
people died and three were injured as 
an SUV carrying them hit a roadside 
tree in Jharkhand’s Giridih district on 
Saturday, police said.

The accident took place at Baghmara 
in Mufassil police station area around 3 
am on Saturday when the vehicle car-
rying nine people was returning from a 
wedding ceremony.

Mufassil police station in-charge Kam-
lesh Paswan told agency, “Five people 

died on the spot, while the injured were 
taken to Sadar hospital. From there, a 
seriously injured person was referred to 
Saheed Nirmal Mahto Medical College 
and Hospital in Dhanbad, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.”

The condition of the two children, who 
were injured in the accident, is said to 
be stable, he said.

The deceased were identified as Sagir 
Ansari (31), Md Yusuf Miyan (72), Imti-
yaz Ansari (47), Subhan Ansari (31), 
Yakub Ansari (62) and Aftab Ansari (35).

Giridih Sadar Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer Anil Singh said the car occu-
pants had come from Thoria village 
in Birni police station area to attend 
the function at Tikodih, around 40 km 
away, and were returning home when 
the accident took place.

The driver might have dozed off, he 
said.

6 die as SUV hits roadside tree 
in Jharkhand

CHENNAI, Nov 18 
(Agencies): The Tamil 
Nadu Assembly on Sat-
urday re-adopted 10 
Bills returned by State 
Governor RN Ravi 
recently.

The bills, covering 
different departments 
including Law, Agricul-
ture and Higher Educa-
tion, were passed by the 
House during a special 
sitting, convened in the 
wake of Ravi returning 
them on November 13.

The main opposition 
AIADMK and the BJP 
separately walked out.

Earlier, Chief Minis-

ter MK Stalin moved a 
resolution to take up for 
reconsideration, the 10 
bills passed earlier by 
the House and returned 
by Ravi.

Without giving any rea-
sons, Ravi had returned 
the Bills, mentioning 
“I withhold Assent” to 
them, Stalin said.

While 2 bills each were 
adopted by the House 
in 2020 and 2023, six 
others were passed last 
year.

He said the House 
takes note that under 
the proviso to Article 
200 of the Constitution 

of India if the above 
said Bills are passed 
again and presented to 
the Governor for assent, 
he “shall not withhold 
assent therefrom.”

“This House resolves 
that under rule 143 of 
the Tamil Nadu Legis-
lative Assembly rules 
the following Bills may 
be reconsidered by this 
Assembly,” the resolu-
tion moved by Stalin 
said.

The CM also made a 
stinging attack on Ravi, 
alleging the Governor 
was keen to block the 
government’s initiatives.

He alleged that non-
BJP-ruled states were 
being targeted through 
Governors, apparently 
by the Centre.

Stalin said if a “power” 
that can stop the House 
from enacting legislation 
emerges, it will severely 
hamper democracy and 
that this was his appre-
hension.

He noted that it was 
the duty of a Governor 
to give assent to Bills 
passed by a House that 
has an elected govern-
ment.

“He can seek legal or 
administrative clarifica-

tion from the govern-
ment if required and the 
government has to give 
it,” he said, adding such 
clarifications have been 
given in the past.

“At no instances have 
such clarifications been 
not given. 

In such a situation, 
him (governor) not 
giving assent to the Bills 
passed by the Assem-
bly due to his whims and 
fancies and returning 
them amounts to insult-
ing the people of Tamil 
Nadu and this House,” 
Stalin said.

Tamil Nadu assembly re-adopts 10 bills returned 
by Governor Ravi

THANE, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Police have 
registered an offence 
against a man and his 
two relatives at Digha in 
Navi Mumbai for alleg-
edly beating up his wife 
as they were against 
her wearing fashionable 
bangles, an official said 
on Saturday.

The Rabale MIDC 
police filed the case 
based on a complaint 
lodged by the 23-year-
old woman, he said.

As per the complaint, 
the victim’s husband 
Pradeep Arkade (30) 
was against her wear-
ing fashionable bangles 
and argued with her.

On November 13, 
during an argument 
with her, the woman’s 
50-year-old mother-in-
law pulled her by the 

hair and slapped her 
several times. Her hus-
band thrashed her with 
a belt, while his female 
relative also joined in 
and pushed her to the 
ground before beating 
her up, it said.

“After the incident, 
the victim went to her 
parents’ house in Pune 
and lodged a complaint 
there. 

The case was then 
transferred to Navi 

Mumbai for a probe,” 
he said.

The case against them 
was registered under 
Sections 323 (volun-
tarily causing hurt), 324 
(voluntarily causing hurt 
by dangerous weapons 
or means), 34 (common 
intention), 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent 
to provoke breach of the 
peace) and 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation) of the 
IPC, the police said.

Woman beaten up by 
husband and in-laws for 
wearing fashionable bangles

BUXAR, Nov 18 
(Agencies): A woman 
and her five-year-old 
daughter were found 
dead with their throats 
slit in Bihar’s Buxar 
district, police said on 
Saturday.

The two bodies were 
found in their residence 
in Ballapur village, 
Buxar Superintendent 
of Police Manish Kumar 
said, adding it appeared 
that they were “killed 
with a sharp weapon”.

They were identi-
fied as Anita Devi (29) 
and her daughter Soni 
Kumari.

“Investigators have 
recovered certain 
objects from the spot, 

which have been sent 
for forensic examina-
tion. The exact cause is 
not known. A case has 
been registered and fur-
ther investigation is on,” 
the SP said.

When the incident took 
place Anita’s husband, 
Babloo Yadav, was not 
present there as he had 
gone to Ara in Bhojpur, 
the officer said.

“Anita Devi’s father-
in-law, Lala Yadav, told 
police that his other 
sons found them dead 
inside their room..
and they immediately 
informed the police. We 
have recorded the state-
ment of Yadav,” Kumar 
added.

Woman, 5-Year-Old 
Daughter Found 
With Throats Slit At 
Bihar Home: Cops NEW DELHI, Nov 18 

(Agencies): Khalistani 
terrorist Gurpatwant 
Singh Pannun has 
released yet another 
video, threatening to 
‘shut down’ the ICC 
World Cup final between 
India and Australia on 
Sunday in Ahmedabad.

In the video, the found-
er of the banned Kha-
listani outfit ‘Sikhs for 
Justice’ could also be 
seen talking about the 
1984 anti-Sikh riots and 
the 2002 Gujarat riots, 
thus making an attempt 
to incite the Muslim and 
Christian communities.

The Khalistani terrorist 
could also be heard talk-
ing about India’s stand 
on the ongoing Israel-
Hamas war.

This was not the first 

time Pannun released a 
threat video.

Earlier in October, 
Pannun threatened 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to learn from 
the Israel-Palestine war 
lest a similar “reaction” 
unravels in India.

Pannun, who is the 
chief of the banned US-
based Sikhs for Jus-
tice (SFJ) outfit, said, 

“People under illegal 
occupation from Punjab 
to Palestine will react. 
And violence begets 
violence.”

In September, a First 
Information Report (FIR) 
was registered against 
him on charges of issu-
ing threats and promot-
ing enmity ahead of 
the India-Pakistan ICC 
World Cup 2023 match.

Khalistani terrorist Pannun 
threatens to ‘shut down’ World 
Cup final in Ahmedabad
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ANKARA, Nov 18 (Agencies): 
Turkish President Tayyip Erdo-
gan spoke about the ongoing 
Israel-Hamas war and said 
“Shooting hospitals or killing 
children does not exist in the 
Torah.”

(The Torah is the compilation 
of the first five books of the 
Hebrew Bible. It is known as the 
Pentateuch or the Five Books of 
Moses by Christians. It is also 
known as the Written Torah in 
Jewish tradition.)

“Look, places of worship are 
hit, churches are hit, hospitals 
are hit. But shooting hospitals, 
killing children, these things are 
not in the Torah, you can’t do 
that. It’s not the Declaration of 
Human Rights, you cannot do 
it. That’s why we shouldn’t look 
at the Israel-Palestine war with 
the psychology of indebtedness.

Speaking further at a joint 

news conference with Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz, before the 
two leaders held private talks, 
Erdogan suggested Germany 
supported Israel in the Gaza war 
out of guilt over the Holocaust.

The Turkish President also 
drew a contrast with Turkey, 
which he said was able to speak 
without bias.

“Those who feel indebted to 
Israel cannot speak freely. We 
did not go through the Holocaust 
process, we don’t have such a 
situation, because our respect 
for humanity is different,” the 
Turkish president said.

“Look, we can talk freely 
because we don’t owe Israel 
anything,” Erdogan said.

It is to be noted that Germany 
has seen an uptick in antisemi-
tism and Islamophobia since the 
conflict began and has faced 
criticism for making it hard to 
hold pro-Palestinian protests, 
which the government fears 
might be antisemitic.

During World War Two, Ger-
many systematically killed 6 
million Jews and 5 million other 
victims and its post-war identity 
is based on deep atonement for 
the Holocaust. Modern Israel 
was founded in 1948 as a safe 
haven for Jews.

On October 7, Hamas terror-
ists surged into Israel, killing 
1,200 and taking some 240 
hostages.

In retaliation, Israel invaded 
Gaza with the goal of eliminat-
ing Hamas.

According to the Palestinian 
authorities, more than 12,000 
have so far died in the war.

‘Shooting hospitals, killing children not in Torah’: 
Erdogan slams Israel amid war

Israeli forces order 
Al-Shifa hospital 
evacuation in ‘next hour’

GAZA CITY, Nov 18 (Agencies): 
Israeli troops ordered the evacuation 
of Al-Shifa hospital “in the next hour” 
over loudspeakers on Saturday, an 
agency journalist at the scene report-
ed, as troops combed the facility for 
Hamas hideouts.

Al-Shifa hospital -- Gaza’s biggest 
-- has become the focus of the Israel-
Hamas war, now entering its seventh 
week after the October 7 attacks on 
southern Israel.

Israel claims Hamas operates a base 
underneath Al-Shifa, a charge the mili-
tants deny.

The United Nations estimated 2,300 
patients, staff and displaced Palestin-

ians were sheltering at Al-Shifa before 
Israeli troops moved in on Wednesday.

The Hamas health ministry in Gaza 
has announced dozens of deaths there 
as a result of power cuts caused by fuel 
shortages amid intense combat.

Israel has made repeated calls for the 
hospital to be evacuated to the south, 
however medical professionals say the 
patients cannot be moved.

Hospital director Mohammed Abu 
Salmiya told agency Israeli troops 
instructed him to ensure “the evacua-
tion of patients, wounded, the displaced 
and medical staff, and that they should 
move on foot towards the seafront”.

Turkish President Erdogan has said actions like targeting hospitals or killing 
children are inconsistent with the Torah. Erdogan also slammed Germany’s support 

for Israel in the Gaza conflict.

ISLAMABAD, Nov 18 (Agen-
cies): The IMF has revised 
down Pakistan’s foreign loan 
requirements to USD 25 billion 
for the ongoing fiscal year -- 
reducing it by USD 3.4 billion in 
a big relief for its cash-starved 
economy, according to a media 
report on Saturday.

The Washington-based global 
lender also lowered the eco-
nomic growth projection to just 
2 per cent, turning down the 
government’s external as well 
as macroeconomic forecasts, 
The Express Tribune newspa-
per reported.

The International Monetary 
Fund’s delegation wrapped 
two-week-long talks with Paki-
stani officials on November 15 
and announced that a staff-level 
agreement has been reached 
to enable it to release USD 700 
million in the second tranche of 
an already agreed USD 3 bil-
lion loan.

The report said that in com-
parison with July this year, the 
IMF lowered the foreign loan 
requirements for this fiscal year 
from USD 28.4 billion to USD 
25 billion.

In four months, the govern-
ment has already borrowed 
USD 6 billion while it expects 
rollovers of USD 12.5 billion.

The remaining needs are 
about USD 6.5 billion in addition 
to the efforts for timely securing 
the USD 12.5 billion debt roll-
overs, said the sources.

Finance Secretary Imdadul-
lah Bosal on Thursday said the 
interim government was com-
fortable that it would secure 
the needed financing to remain 

afloat.
However, there will not be 

much respite for the govern-
ment as the estimated available 
financing has also been cut by 
USD 3.7 billion because of the 
problems in acquiring loans 
through floating Eurobonds and 
from foreign commercial banks.

The sources said that the IMF 
did not agree to Pakistan’s pro-
jection of USD 4 billion to USD 
4.5 billion current account deficit 
during this fiscal year against 
the earlier projected figure of 
USD 6.5 billion.

They added that the IMF had 
now projected a deficit of USD 
5.7 billion -- a reduction of about 
USD 770 million in comparison 
with its old estimates.

The finance ministry sources 
told the newspaper that the IMF 
had further reduced its econom-
ic growth projection for Pakistan 
to 2 per cent from July’s esti-
mate of 2.5 per cent.

The lender’s fresh forecast is 
now in line with the World Bank 
and Asian Development Bank’s 
projections. The IMF did not 

accept Pakistan’s forecast of 
3 per cent to 3.5 per cent eco-
nomic growth in this fiscal year.

The IMF also did not accept 
the finance ministry’s projection 
of imports worth USD 54.5 bil-
lion during this fiscal year. The 
lender has now estimated it at 
USD 58.4 billion, but its revised 
figure is USD 6.3 billion less 
than what it estimated in July 
this year.

Some of the gains that Paki-
stan will make because of the 
low imports are expected to 
be lost because of a reduction 
in the projected remittances. 
As against the old forecast of 
USD 32.9 billion, the IMF has 
now projected the foreign remit-
tances at USD 29.4 billion -- a 
reduction of USD 3.5 billion, the 
sources revealed.

The exports have been mar-
ginally adjusted downwards to 
USD 30.6 billion, they added. 
The estimates of foreign direct 
investment also increased from 
USD 173 million to USD 700 
million.

The IMF also has cut the infla-

tion rate forecast from 25.9 per 
cent to 22.8 per cent -- a move 
that should provide space for 
lowering the interest rates at 
least in January’s monetary 
policy announcement, accord-
ing to the paper.

The IMF did not accept the 
finance ministry’s projections 
for the current account deficit, 
imports, economic growth, infla-
tion and gross financing require-
ments.

It quoted finance ministry 
sources as saying that the IMF 
had also lowered its inflation 
projection for the country to 
22.8 per cent for this fiscal year 
-- reducing it from 25.9 per cent.

However, it adjusted all these 
numbers during the first review 
talks in comparison with the esti-
mates of July this year.

The revisions to the gross 
external financing requirements 
-- a sum of money needed to fill 
the CAD as well as the repay-
ment of maturing debt --- and to 
the macroeconomic projections 
were made during this week’s 
first review of the USD 3 billion 
bailout package.

It also brought the purview 
activities of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council, a 
joint civil-military forum set up 
this year to expedite investment 
and development.

The IMF remained success-
ful in acquiring a date for the 
general elections and in return 
ignored a few critical areas, 
which in the past had become 
a cause for the failure of the 
previous USD 6.5 billion bailout 
package, the report said.

IMF revises Pak’s foreign loan requirement to 
USD 25 billion: Report

MEXICO CITY, Nov 
18 (Agencies): After 
dogs were seen nibbling 
at human body parts, 
activists in western 
Mexico demanded that 
authorities keep digging 
at what appears to be a 
clandestine burial site.

A group representing 
families of some of Mex-
ico’s more than 112,000 
missing people said 
they were concerned 
police would leave the 
site on the outskirts of 
the city of Guadalajara 
due to a long holiday 
weekend.

The site had already 
been disturbed by dogs, 
and there were fears 
more evidence could 
be lost.

The Light of Hope is a 
volunteer search group 
that represents families 
of missing people in the 
western state of Jalisco. 
The group said 41 bags 
of human remains had 
been recovered at the 
site, which was discov-
ered earlier this month 
after dogs were seen 
trotting off with a human 
leg and a skull.

“It is outrageous that 
the authorities, who 
can’t keep pace, take 
the weekends and holi-
days off and don’t work 
extra shifts to continue 
with this investigation,” 
the group said in a state-
ment.

Officials have not com-
mented on how many 
bodies the bags may 
contain.

Guadalajara has long 
suffered from turf battles 
between factions of the 
Jalisco cartel, and hun-
dreds of bodies have 
been dumped at clan-
destine sites there.

Drug cartels often put 
the bodies of executed 
rivals or kidnapping vic-
tims in plastic bags and 
toss them into shallow 
pits.

Dogs or wild animals 
can disturb the remains 
and destroy fragile 
pieces of evidence such 
as tattoos, clothing frag-
ments and fingerprints 
that can help identify 
victims.

Animals have led 
authorities to bodies 
before in Mexico.

Last November, police 
in the southern state 
of Oaxaca found a dis-
membered human body 
after spotting a dog run-
ning down the street 

with a human arm in 
its mouth. The discov-
ery led investigators to 
find other parts of the 
dismembered body in 
a neighbourhood on the 
outskirts of Oaxaca, the 
state capital.

Days earlier, clan-
destine graves holding 
human remains were 
found in the central state 
of Guanajuato after 
neighbours reported 
to volunteer searchers 
that they had seen a dog 
with a human leg.

Weeks before, resi-
dents of a town in the 
north-central state of 
Zacatecas saw a dog 
running down the street 
with a human head in 
its mouth. Police even-
tually managed to wrest 
the head away from the 
dog.

In that case, the head 
and other body parts 
had been left in an auto-
matic teller booth in the 
town of Monte Escobe-
do alongside a message 
referring to a drug cartel.

Families of missing in Mexico urge 
authorities to dig at spot where 
dogs were seen with body parts

MANILA, Nov 18 
(Agencies): The death 
toll from a strong earth-
quake off the southern 
Philippines rose to five 
on Saturday as authori-
ties reported more 
casualties across two 
provinces.

The 6.7-magnitude 
quake that struck the 
Mindanao region mid-
afternoon on Friday 
caused part of a shop-
ping mall ceiling to col-
lapse, triggered power 
cuts and sent people 
fleeing into the streets.

Falling debris from the 
mall in General Santos 
City crushed a woman 
to death, while 19 other 
people were treated for 
shock, city police cap-
tain Ari Noel Cardos 
told agency.

Police earlier reported 
the death of a couple 

pinned under a col-
lapsing concrete wall in 
General Santos, where 
about 30 students were 
also treated for breath-
ing difficulties.

Another person was 
killed by a falling steel 
structure in the munici-
pality of Glan, in Saran-
gani province, police 
officer Paul Mesalido 
told agency.

Glan police were dis-
patched on Saturday 
to check on a reported 
landslide in a nearby vil-
lage, Mesalido added.

In neighbouring Davao 
Occidental province, an 
elderly man was struck 
dead by a large rock 
that rolled down a hill 
near his house, said 
police officer Patrick 
Laurente.

The state seismology 
service said the quake 

was likely generated by 
the movement of the 
earth’s crust along the 
Cotabato trench, a long, 
narrow depression on 
the seafloor that forms 
the boundary of one 
tectonic plate pushing 
against another.

Quakes are a fre-
quent occurrence in 
the Philippines, which 
sits along the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire”, an arc of 
intense seismic as well 
as volcanic activity that 
stretches from Japan 
through Southeast Asia 
and across the Pacific 
basin.

Most are too weak to 
be felt by humans, but 
strong and destruc-
tive ones can come at 
random, with no tech-
nology available to pre-
dict when and where 
they will happen.

Philippine quake death toll 
rises to five  

SAN FRANCISCO, 
Nov 18 (Agencies): 
X Corp will be filing a 
lawsuit against Media 
Matters and those who 
attacked social media 
platform X, Elon Musk 
said on Saturday in a 
post on the social media 
platform, soon after 
major U.S. companies 
paused their advertise-
ments on his social 
media site.

Media watchdog 
Media Matters earlier 
this week said it found 
that corporate adver-
tisements by IBM, 
Apple, Oracle and 
Comcast’s Xfinity were 
being placed alongside 
antisemitic content.

“The split second 
court opens on Monday, 
X Corp will be filing a 

thermonuclear lawsuit 
against Media Matters 
and ALL those who col-
luded in this fraudulent 
attack on our company,” 
Musk said in a post on 
X, formerly known as 
Twitter.

Musk on Wednesday 
agreed with a post on 
X that falsely claimed 
Jewish people were 
stoking hatred against 
white people, saying the 
user, who referenced 

the “Great Replace-
ment” conspiracy theory, 
was was speaking “the 
actual truth.”

“This week Media Mat-
ters for America posted 
a story that completely 
misrepresented the 
real experience on X, 
in another attempt to 
undermine freedom of 
speech and mislead 
advertisers,” a state-
ment posted by Musk 
said.

X Corp To File Case Against 
Media Watchdog For Pausing 
Ads: Elon Musk

SAN FRANCISCO, 
Nov 18 (Agencies):                                                                                                                            
The board of ChatGPT-
maker Open AI said it 
had pushed out its co-
founder and CEO Sam 
Altman after a review 
found he was “not con-
sistently candid in his 
communications” with 
the board.

“The board no longer 
has confidence in his 
ability to continue lead-
ing OpenAI,” the com-
pany said in a state-
ment.

It has appointed Mira 
Murati, OpenAI’s chief 
technology officer, to an 
interim CEO role effec-
tive immediately.

ChatGPT-maker Open AI 
pushes out co-founder and 
CEO Sam Altman, says he 

wasn’t ‘consistently candid’
It has appointed Mira Murati, OpenAI’s chief 

technology officer, to an interim CEO role
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11 lakh children missing 
first measles dose “inac-
curate”: Health Ministry
Containing Vaccine (MCV) in the FY 

2022-23 (April 2022 to March 2023) and 
only 21,310 children missed their first dose 
of Measles Containing Vaccine (MCV) in 
2022-23, the ministry said. Besides this, 
several initiatives have been undertaken 
by the Government of India in coordination 
with the States to ensure that all children, 
either unvaccinated or partially vaccinated 
receive all missed/due doses of Measles 
Containing Vaccine (MCV).

The catch-up vaccination age for the 
administration of Measles Containing 
Vaccine (MCV) has been increased from 
2 years to 5 years in the periodic immu-
nization intensification activities. Intensi-
fied Mission Indradhanush, (IMI) 3.0 and 
4.0 were carried out in 2021 and 2022 to 
vaccinate all unvaccinated/partially vac-
cinated children with missed/due doses of 
vaccines. Besides this, IMI 5.0 was carried 
out in 2023 with a special focus to increase 
the coverage of MR vaccine in children up 

to the age of five years.
The MR campaign was carried out in 

Delhi and West Bengal wherein all children 
in the age group of 9 months to 15 years 
(nine months to five years in Delhi) were 
vaccinated with campaign dose of MR 
vaccine. The coverage of both the States 
reached more than 95 per cent.

Cash, drugs, jewellery 
worth Rs 340 crore 

seized during model 
code of conduct period in 

MP
seized by the joint team of Flying Sur-

veillance Team (FST), Static Surveillance 
Team (SST) and police, he said.

“From October 9 to November 16, these 
joint teams seized Rs 40.18 crore in cash, 
34.68 lakh litres of illicit liquor worth Rs 
65.56 crore, narcotic substance worth Rs 
17.25 crore, gold, silver and other pre-
cious metals worth Rs 92.76 crore and 
other materials worth Rs 124.18 crore,” 
Rajan said.

Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal sends L-G report 

demanding sacking of 
chief secretary

developed through the project and 50 per 
cent share of profits by both parties for any 
future commercialisation of work”.  

“Prima facie it appears that Naresh 
Kumar has acted in violation of the All India 
Services Conduct Rules and has used his 
position to enable a lucrative collaboration 
for his son’s company at a loss to the public 
exchequer,” the report alleged. 

The report also recommended immediate 
termination of the MoU.

Actress Hiba Nawab 
shares her experience of 

shooting in Kashmir
and fulfil her dream, but a tragedy strikes 

her family, which leaves her world upside 
down.

Talking about the same, Hiba shared: 

“It was a different experience to shoot in 
Kashmir, it was the very first time that I 
had visited this beautiful place. It is like a 
dream come true for me. Since childhood, 
I have always wished to visit Kashmir, and 
I finally did.”

 “The portrayal of Kashmir in the show 
is something the audience should look 
forward to. In order to get perfection for 
the role of Jhanak, I learned how to row 
a shikara within two days,” said the ‘Jijaji 
Chhat Per Hain’ fame actress.

The actress further shared: “Initially, I was 
scared about it, but with practice, I think 
now I can call myself a professional. It was 
a fun experience to shoot in Kashmir, the 
natives there are supportive and loving.”

 “The difficulties shooting there were all 
worth it. No pain, no gain. It is going to be a 
visual treat for the audience,” added Hiba.

 ‘Jhanak’ is the story of a young girl who 
wants to make her parents proud and 
achieve her goals, but some unforeseen 
circumstances unfold in her life.

Krushal Ahuja plays the role of Anirudh, 
and Chandani Sharma will play the char-
acter of Arshi.

Produced by Leena Gangopadhyay, the 
show will air on Star Plus from November 

20.

Altaf Bukhari Urges New 
Delhi to Respond to 

Peaceful Aspirations of 
People in J&K

parties that have been deceiving them 
for years and decades. “You must tell 
these deceptive politicians that enough is 
enough. Don’t allow them to further exploit 
innocent people through deceptive slogans 
and fake promises. They have always kept 
you allured with fake promises for their own 
political gains.”

Teacher suspended 
after viral video shows 
him in drunken state in 

school
instructed him to report to the office of 

the Deputy Commissioner in Reasi with-
out any delay.

FROM PAGE 1

Top News Report

JAMMU, Nov 18: Programme titled 
“Dogri Music For Elders” was organ-
ised for inmates of “Vridh Ashram” by 
Nami Dogri Sanstha (NDS) Jammu .

ID Soni President The Home For 
Aged And Affirm was Chief Guest on 
the occasion whereas Vinjay Kumar 
Bhagotra former Superintending Engi-
neer presided over. S.H.S.Manhas a 
social activist was guest of honour and 
Prof. Anupama Sharma also shared 
the Dias.

Sanjay Vidrohi Renowned Dogri 
and Hindi Poet was Special Invitee. 
Famous Singers of Jammu and Kash-
mir who gave their voice to the pro-
gramme include Prof. Suraj Singh, 
Chanchal Dogra, Veena Dogra and 
Sham Manyal. Amit Anand on Tabla 
and  Suraj Singh on Harmonium were 
at their best.     

Capt. Lalit Sharma Convener NDS in 
his opening remarks sought blessings 
of the elders for endeavours of NDS.

He said our senior citizens are 
enriched source of Dogri Vocabulary 
and invaluable asset of rich Duggar 
Culture and we should establish a con-
tinuous link with our elders to further 
propagate our mother tongue and cul-

ture.
The Dogri Music programme was 

comprised of Bhajans, Dogri Folk and 
Gazals which enthralled one and all.

I.D.Soni said that apart from entertain-
ment, music charges us with renewed 
positive energy and lifts our moods and 
efficiency with its divine power.

He appreciated NDS for their such 
like noble gestures to boost the ashram 
inmates. Vijay Kumar Baghotra said 
that music smoothens our minds, spiri-
tualise us, cures  diseases, inculcates 
positivity and divinity in us.

He lauded the artists for a wonderful 
performance. S.H.S Manhas said that 
music when blends with sweet Dogri, 
penetrates our minds to mesmerize us.

Sanjay Vidrohi observed that music 
is vital part of the universe. He said 
music does not believe in boundaries 
and unites the humanity.

Advocate Dogra Harish Kaila Presi-
dent NDS said that music is like a 
ocean and it depends upon the talent 
of an artist that how deep he goes and 
takes out the gems and pearls.

Yash Pal Yash General Secretary 
NDS  compeered the programme and 
Advocate  Arjun Sharma General Sec-
retary Youth Wing extended Vote of 
Thanks.

NDS organises music programme 
for elders

Top News Report

JAMMU, Nov 18: A 
review meeting was 
conducted by the Motor 
Parts Dealers Asso-
ciation (MPDA) Trans-
port Nagar Narwal 
Jammu, presided over 
by Rajinder Parshad 
Kakkar to discuss the 
challenges and issues 
related to the upgrada-
tion of Transport Nagar 
Narwal Jammu.

“We appreciate the ini-
tial allocation of Rs.35 
crores plus funds for the 
project and the efforts 
made by the authorities 
involved. However, it is 
a matter of concern that, 
as of now, only 35 per-
cent of the project has 
been completed within 
the stipulated one-year 
deadline. The progress, 
as per technical norms, 
is not satisfactory, and 
numerous yards remain 

untouched by essen-
tial provisions such as 
blacktopping, drain-
age, and street lights,” 
Kakkar said.

Despite the inaugura-
tion in November 2022, 
he said, the progress 
has been slow, with only 
35 percent completion.

Several yards lack 
essential infrastructure 
like blacktopping, drain-
age, and street lights, 

leading to dissatisfac-
tion within the Transport 
Nagar community, he 
said adding that there is 
a pressing need to regu-
larize the Power Devel-
opment Department 
(PDD) connections for 
illegal and unregistered 
kiosks.

Additionally, he also 
expressed concerns 
about illegal encroach-
ments on Jammu Devel-

opment Authority (JDA) 
land.

“Proper documenta-
tion is required to facili-
tate PDD in meeting the 
demands for pole erec-
tions and ensuring a 
hundred percent single 
wire supply. This will 
prevent manipulation 
of the hook’s system by 
anti-social elements, 
thereby safeguarding 
government revenue 

and reducing theft inci-
dents in neglected yards 
and lanes,” he said.

Regular traffic jams on 
main roads, especially 
during morning and 
evening hours, have 
become a routine issue, 
he said and added that 
a consistent supervision 
mechanism and anti-
encroachment drive 
are needed to ensure 
smooth traffic flow and 
allow the general public 
to access their respec-
tive shopkeepers with-
out inconvenience.

He requested to UT 
Government  to issue 
t ime-bound direc-
tions to the concerned 
authorities to expedite 
the completion of the 
upgradation project and 
assign responsibility to 
the relevant authorities 
to ensure the timely and 
effective resolution of 
the mentioned issues.

MPDA urges LG Sinha for timely upgradation of 
Transport Nagar Narwal

Top News Report

JAMMU, Nov 18: The 
prominent sociopoliti-
cal activist Syed Karar 
Hashmi wished Team 
India all the best in the 
upcoming final of the 
ICC World Cup against 
Australia at the Nar-
endra Modi Stadium, 
Ahmedabad on Sunday. 
With Team India need-
ing every bit of backing 
and support, it’s time to 
get behind the Men in 
Blue and cheer them 
on so that it would be 
wonderful to see India 
lift the trophy on home 
soil tomorrow Sunday at 
Ahmedabad Gujrat.

He observed that 
he firmly believes that 

team India will rewrite 
a golden history on 
Sunday at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad, with a 
brilliant win, as all the 
players are going to 
play their hearts out, 
and we’re confident that 
they’re going to bring 
back the World Cup to 
India.

With the game only a 
few hours away, antici-

pation is already at its 
peak as fans on both 
sides support their 
teams online as they 
get ready for the big 
game. They’re taking to 
social media to share 
their quotes, messages, 
and well wishes for their 
teams.

He added that Indian 
students in Iran have 
organised a get-togeth-
er on Sunday in Tehran 
and other places to 
watch this important 
match, wishing and 
wishing the best of 
luck to the India team 
in bringing pride to the 
country and happiness 
in the face of the 130 
crore population.

Karar Hashmi gives best wishes 
to team India in ICC World Cup 
final against Australia

Top News Report

POKHR AN, Nov 
18: Bharatiya Janata 
Par ty MP Rajya 
Sabha(Nominated), 
Er. Gulam Ali Khatana 
emphasized the stark 
contrast between the 
BJP’s commitment to 
inclusive politics and 
the divisive tactics 
employed by the Con-
gress and its allies.

Addressing a series 
of public rallies in sup-
port of BJP candidate 
Mahant Pratappuri ji 
Maharaj in the Pokhran 
Assembly constituency 
Khatana highlighted the 
core principles of the 
BJP-led government 
under Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi.
He stressed the par-

ty’s dedication to inclu-
sive growth and devel-
opment. He stated that 
while the Congress and 
its allies rely on divi-
sive politics, the BJP 
is focused on fostering 
unity and ensuring that 

every section of soci-
ety benefits from the 
government’s positive 
policies.

Khatana specifical-
ly noted the positive 
impact of the BJP gov-
ernment’s initiatives on 
scheduled tribes and 
pasmanda minorities, 

asserting that these 
communities are reap-
ing the benefits of the 
party’s commitment to 
inclusive governance. 
He cited examples 
of various welfare 
schemes and develop-
ment projects that have 
contributed to the well-
being and progress 
of these marginalized 
groups.

“Growth and develop-
ment are the key words 
of governance under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi. The BJP believes 
in positive politics that 
brings people together, 
transcending barriers 
and ensuring the wel-
fare of every citizen,” 

Khatana declared.
He further urged the 

residents of the Pokhran 
Assembly constituency 
to support BJP candi-
date Mahant Pratappuri 
Maharaj, emphasiz-
ing that the candidate 
embodies the party’s 
vision for inclusive 
development and rep-
resents the aspirations 
of the people.

The public rallies 
addressed by Gulam 
Ali Khatana communi-
cated the BJP’s mes-
sage of unity, growth, 
and development, while 
also contrasting it with 
what Khatana described 
as the divisive politics 
pursued by the Con-
gress and its allies.

Khatana advocates inclusive politics 
in Rajasthan

Top News Report

JAMMU, Nov 18: Dev-
otees offered Chadar at 
the Mazaar of Sai Peer 

Gonspak Ji at Surya 
Vihar Bohri and prayed 
for peace and prosper-
ity of all.

R.L. Kaith mentioned 

to devotees that Sai 
Peer Gonspak was 
such personality that his 
impression was there 
extremely and widely 
on human beings. He 
was firm a believer in 
the unity and oneness 
of Allah.

He was all the time in 
deep meditation with 
Almighty. He had no 
relation with both of the 
worlds.

Kaith further men-
tioned that a large 
number of devotees 
attend the Ziyarat here 
daily and get their prob-
lems solved.

Devotees pay obeisance to Sai 
Peer Gonspak Ji at Surya ViharTop News Report

JAMMU, Nov 18: Aware-
ness-cum-demonstration was 
organized at Indra Gandhi 
Govt. Dental College & Hos-
pital Amphalla,  Jammu under 
close supervision of DySP  
Anita Pawar, Dy. Controller 
Civil Defence, Jammu. (100) 
Faculty/Para Medical Staff/
Para Dental Staff/ Security and 
Sanitation Staff of the Hospital 
participated the said awareness 
programme. 

During the programme knowl-
edge about First Aid, Fire fight-
ing, CPR and other improvised 
emergency rescue methods 
were given by the Civil Defence 
experts.

A demonstration on the above 
said topics were also presented 

by the Civil Defence team. The 
main aim of the awareness pro-
gramme was to make aware the 
staff members with regard to 

preventive measures during 
road accidents and natural or 
manmade disaster.

On the occasion Dy. SP. Anita 

Pawar delivered valuable lec-
ture on the topics of Disaster 
Management and highlighted 
the role and importance of 
Civil Defence organization. 
Dr.  Rakesh  Krishan GuptaP-
rincipal & Dean, Indra Gandhi  
Govt.  Dental College & Hos-
pital,   Jammu appreciated the 
role of Civil Defence in spread-
ing awareness about disaster 
management.

Beside others Paramjit Kumar 
Chief Warden CD Jammu, R. 
Vijay Magotra Dy. Chief Warden 
CD Jammu, Dr. Azhar Malik 
Professor & HOD, PG Deptt. 
of Conservative Dentistry &  
Endodontics IGGDC, Jammu, 
Vinod Kumar Sub. Inspector I/ C  
CD Trainings and other Doctors 
/ Staff of the IGGDC, Jammu  
also present on the occasion.

Civil Defence Jammu organizes awareness programme
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NEW DELHI, Nov 18 
(Agencies): The govern-
ment on Saturday said 
27 companies, includ-
ing Dell, HP, Foxconn, 
and Lenovo, have been 
granted approval under 
the new production-
linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme for IT hardware.

The move comes at 
a time when India is 
wooing IT hardware 
players with policy 
sweeteners and incen-
tive schemes, making 

a determined push 
to position itself as a 
global hub for hi-tech 
manufacturing.

“I am happy to 
announce that 27 
companies have been 
approved under the PLI 
IT hardware scheme. 
About 95 per cent of 
these 23 companies are 
ready to start manufac-
turing from day-zero,” 
Minister for Electronics 
and IT Ashwini Vaish-
naw said.

“This will set us up 
for being a big force in 
manufacturing of PCs, 
servers, laptops, and 
tablets,” he added.

These 27 companies 
will invest Rs 3,000 
crore.

Other international 
players, including Dell, 
Foxconn, HP, and 
Lenovo, are among 
the companies whose 
applications have been 
approved.

Dell, HP, Foxconn, Lenovo among 
27 firms granted approval 
under new IT hardware PLI 
scheme: Vaishnaw

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 (Agen-
cies): The Reserve Bank of 
India tightened norms for con-
sumer credit/personal loans. 
It asked banks and NBFCs to 
assign a higher risk weight for 
unsecured personal loans, a 
move aimed at making lenders 
more cautious and at the same 
time also protect consumers.   

The decision hit non-banking 
financial companies (NBFCs) 
and certain banks with their 
shares tanking.

Easy loans/credit
There may not be many who 

can claim to have not received 
unsolicited calls and messages 
offering easy personal loans 
requiring “minimum documen-
tation”.  

Experts say that in today’s 
world, providing loans is a 
good business, especially with 
youngsters focused on consum-
erism—new cars, mobiles and 
what not—in the credit card cul-
ture. The lure is high and temp-
tation hard to resist. There are 
additional tricks, reward points 
through credit card bills, ‘buy 
now pay later’ options, loans 
for holidays, etc. There have 
been instances where banks 
have offered to convert credit 
payment into loans and “easy-
to-pay” instalments.

Due to the slowdown in cor-
porate loans, banks, too, have 

been chasing retail customers 
for loans, they add.

“At times, the lure of top loan 
is presented before the exist-
ing loan gets over. Top-up loan 
is also a sort of an unsecured 
credit. The temptations are hard 
to resist as people mostly need 
money and many times the 
top-up is offered at the same 
rate. Through top-up also, banks 
and NBFCs push new loans to 
borrowers,” the experts explain.

What it means
Now with the RBI increasing 

risk weights on unsecured per-
sonal loans, credit cards, and 
lending to NBFCs by 25 per-
centage points, lending rates 
are expected to go up. 

But while lending rates may 
rise, lowering credit growth may 
end up countering inflation, a 

major headache for the Naren-
dra Modi government ahead of 
the 2024 Lok Sabha election. 

However, the immediate effect 
is expected to be higher inter-
est rates for borrowers, slower 
loan growth for lenders, reduced 
capital adequacy, and some hit 
on profits, according to reports. 

The move is also aimed at 
curbing riskier lending, especial-
ly by the non-bank sector. In the 
longer run it means increased 
emphasis on risk management 
and support for asset quality, 
which will be good for the Indian 
banking system. 

Quite naturally, the new norms 
are not applicable on housing 
loans, education loans, vehicle 
loans and loans secured by gold 
and gold jewellery—loans that 
are supported by good assets.  

Reasons behind  
According to reports, banks 

and NBFCs had been giving out 
too many unsecured personal 
loans which was also flagged 
by the central bank on several 
occasions. One particular con-
cern has been consumer lend-
ing, small personal loans of less 
than Rs 50,000 and credit card 
debt.

By tightening capital norms, 
the RBI appears to have tried to 
curtail the aggressive loan push 
to consumers. Experts believe it 
will now be tougher for financial 
institutions to disburse loans as 
easily and freely as they used 
to.

“Easy personal loans are driv-
ing the credit culture, which 
proved to be a peril of many 
countries eventually. Some 
people are living beyond their 
means because of easy loans. 
High rate of delinquency and 
default has also been noticed 
in the unsecured loan segment,” 
they say. 

A loan becomes delinquent 
when the borrower makes pay-
ments late or misses a regular 
instalment payment. A loan goes 
into default when the borrower 
fails to keep up with ongoing 
loan obligations or does not 
repay according to the terms in 
the agreement.

RBI’s new loan norms aimed at protecting 
unsuspecting consumers

Tightened capital norms also signify support for better asset quality for lenders

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 
(Agencies): A court here 
on Saturday sought 
a response from the 
Enforcement Director-
ate on an application 
filed by the MD of Lava 
International Company 
seeking bail in a money-
laundering case against 
Chinese phone-maker 
Vivo.

Special Judge Tarun 
Yogesh issued a notice 
to the ED on the applica-
tion filed by Hari Om Rai 
and directed the central 

probe agency to file its 
reply by November 29, 
when the court will fur-
ther hear the matter.

The court passed the 
direction after hear-
ing arguments from 
Advocate Nitesh Rana, 
who, appearing for 
the accused, claimed 
that since Rai was not 
required for further cus-
todial interrogation, no 
purpose will be served 
by keeping him in cus-
tody.

“Accused has no role 

in money laundering 
and in the schedule 
offence. 

He is just an entre-
preneur,” Rana told the 
judge.

Rai was arrested last 
month with a few others 
under the provisions of 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act.

The ED has alleged 
that Vivo “illegally” trans-
ferred Rs 62,476 crore 
to China in order to 
avoid payment of taxes 
in India.

Vivo PMLA case: Delhi court seeks 
ED’s response on Lava MD’s bail plea

MUMBAI, Nov 18 (Agencies): 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have 
begun replacing Kerala, which 
was a significant contributor of 
the blue-collar workforce, from 
India to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) region, a report 
said.

Over the last decade, there 
was a notable shift in migration 
patterns with Kerala witness-
ing a 90 per cent drop in work-
force going to the Middle East 
nations, according to a report 
by blue-collar worker placement 
platform Huntr.

However, this void left by 
Kerala was filled by Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) and Bihar, which 
are emerging as the top two 
contributors to the Gulf migra-
tion landscape, said the report.

The top five labour-sending 
states include UP, Bihar, Kerala, 
West Bengal, and Tamil Nadu, 
while the preferred destinations 

remained Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman, 
it added.

According to the report, there 
has been a 50 per cent increase 
in the migration of blue-collar 
workers from India to the GCC 
in the first seven months of 
2023.

The report by Huntr is based 
on data on its platform.

The report further revealed 
that the demographic profile of 
Indian migrants to Dubai in 2023 
reveals a workforce primarily 
concentrated in the 20-40 age 
group, indicative of individuals in 
their prime working years.

Historically male-dominated, 
the workforce landscape is 
evolving with a notable increase 
in women migrants, particularly 
in the hospitality sector, it noted.

Qualifications among migrants 
vary widely, ranging from mini-
mal formal education to voca-
tional training, with skillsets 
tailored to specific job roles, 
the report said, adding that 
the majority of these migrants 
hail from lower-income back-
grounds, propelled by the aspi-
ration for enhanced financial 
conditions through opportunities 
in Dubai’s robust job market.

The employment landscape 
of 2024 is projected to surge 

in job roles in Dubai, including 
construction workers, manufac-
turing technicians, hospitality 
staff, and healthcare support 
staff, it said.

This forecast aligns seam-
lessly with the UAE’s substan-
tial investment in manufacturing 
and infrastructure, indicating a 
strategic move to accommodate 
the influx of skilled workers from 
India, the report stated.

“Amid these opportunities, 
blue-collar workers often grap-
ple with challenges such as 
financial and contractual issues, 
which collaborative efforts 
between India and the UAE are 
diligently addressing to ensure 
fair recruitment practices,” Huntr 
CEO Samuel Joy said.

To counter the vicious debt 
cycle, we play a pivotal role by 
eliminating middlemen, foster-
ing transparency, and promoting 
fair recruitment, he added.

UP, Bihar replace Kerala as top supplier of 
blue-collar workforce to Gulf nations

NEW YORK, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Amazon is 
cutting hundreds of jobs 
in the unit that handles 
its popular voice assis-
tant Alexa as it plows 
more resources into 
artificial intelligence.

In a note to employ-
ees, Daniel Rausch, 
Amazon’s vice presi-
dent of Alexa and Fire 
TV, wrote that the com-
pany is eliminating cer-
tain roles because it 
is ditching some initia-
tives.

“As we continue to 
invent, we’re shifting 
some of our efforts to 
better align with our 
business priorities, and 
what we know matters 
most to customers -- 

which includes maxi-
mizing our resources 
and efforts focused on 
generative AI,” Rausch 
wrote.

He said ‘several hun-
dred’ positions would 
be cut but did not give a 
more precise figure.

Seattle-based Amazon 
is in fierce competition 
with other tech compa-
nies rushing to capital-
ize on the generative AI 
craze.

The company has 
been implementing a 
host of AI initiatives in 
the past few months, 
from infusing the tech-
nology into customer 
reviews to providing ser-
vices that allow develop-
ers to build their own AI 

tools on its AWS cloud 
infrastructure.

In September, Amazon 
unveiled an update to 
Alexa that infuses it 
with more generative AI 
features.

The  job  cu ts 
announced will impact 
employees in the U.S., 
Canada and India.

It follows more recent 
layoffs in Amazon’s 
gaming and music 
teams and also adds to 
the 27,000 employees 
the company laid off 
during the later parts of 
last year and earlier this 
year.

Amazon’s Alexa unit 
was also impacted by 
those cuts.

Amazon lays off hundreds in 
its Alexa division as it plows 
resources into AI

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Indulging 
your sweet tooth may 
seem harmless, but 
the bittersweet reality is 
that sugar’s role in our 
health is complex.

While naturally occur-
ring sugars in fruits, 
vegetables, grains and 
dairy are inherent in a 
balanced diet, exces-
sive added sugar poses 
severe health risks, 
including obesity, diabe-
tes, and cardiovascular 
issues.

A 2014 study in JAMA 
Internal Medic ine 
unveiled a correlation 
between a high-sugar 
diet and an increased 
risk of heart disease-
related mortality.

The repercussions of 
frequent sugar indul-
gence extend to condi-
tions like obesity, heart 
disease, fatty liver and 
type 2 diabetes. Previ-
ous studies have shown 
that added sugar spikes 
the body’s natural blood 
glucose level push-
ing several Indians to 
become prediabetic.

Sugar often sneaks 
into our diets through 
added sweeteners in 
beverages, desserts 

and packaged foods. 
Therefore, it is impor-
tant to understand why 
we crave sugar and 
what should be done to 
curb it.

Gastroenterologist 
Dr Saurabh Sethi, a 
Harvard-trained expert, 
recently shared insights 
on inhibiting sugar crav-
ings through an Insta-
gram Reel.

Dr Sethi explained that 
imbalances in gut bacte-
ria are a primary driver 
of sugar cravings. An 
overgrowth of harmful 
bacteria can intensify 
cravings for sugary sub-
stances, creating a chal-
lenging cycle to break 
free from.

“The main reason for 
sugar cravings stems 
from imbalances in 
the gut bacteria. When 
there is an overgrowth 
of harmful bacteria, it 
can lead to heightened 
cravings for sugary 
substances. As these 
microbes thrive on 
sugars influencing our 
cravings. Creating a 
cycle that can be chal-
lenging to break free 
from the vicious cycle 
opt for high fibre fruits 
to address sugar crav-

ings,” said Dr Sethi.
To combat this, the 

expert recommend-
ed high-fibre fruits, 
addressing cravings 
while promoting a 
healthier gut microbi-
ome.

Choosing fruits over 
refined sugars contrib-
utes to restoring gut 
microbiome balance. Dr. 
Sethi emphasised that 
this shift helps in over-
coming sugar addiction 
over time.

Some high-fibre fruits 
include apples, pears, 
raspberries, bananas, 
oranges, kiwi, strawber-
ries, peaches, plums, 
fog, mangoes, water-
melon, guava and 
prunes, among others.

Meanwhile, if you 
must add refined sugar 
to your diet, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) recommends 
limiting daily sugar 
intake to under six tea-
spoons.

Embracing lifestyle 
modifications, includ-
ing reducing sugar 
consumption, adopting 
a balanced diet, and 
regular physical activity, 
can mitigate the risk of 
lifestyle diseases.

Doctor shares ways to 
eliminate sugar cravings

NEW DELHI, Nov 18 (Agen-
cies): Integrated seamlessly 
into our daily routines, screens 
have become indispensable 
tools for work, education, and 
leisure, enriching our lives in 
various ways.

Despite these benefits, the 
potential impact of screen time 
on cognitive abilities is often 
overlooked.

In a recent meta-analysis of 
numerous studies, a clear cor-
relation has been identified 
between “disordered screen 
use” and diminished cognitive 
functioning.

The results suggest taking 
caution when it comes to advo-
cating for increased screen time 
and incorporating screens into 
more aspects of daily life.

The rise in screen time among 
young people is a growing con-
cern.

A group of scientists and 
researchers looked at many 
studies about kids using 
screens, like phones and TVs, 
and found different results. They 
wanted to see if screen time 
affects the health and happiness 
of children.

They checked 2,451 studies 
with almost 2 million kids up to 
age 18. After removing studies 
with problems, they had 681 left.

When they looked at these 
studies, they saw that the 
impact of screens on kids was 
mixed. For example, watch-
ing TV made test scores lower 
unless an adult was watching 
too. Also, spending a lot of 

time on screens made reading 
scores lower.

Ads on devices made kids 
choose unhealthy food, and 
using social media sometimes 
made kids feel sadder.

But the important thing is that 
all these effects were small. 
This means parents might not 
need to worry too much about 
how much time their kids spend 
on screens. The researchers 
say the impact is not as big as 
people might think.

These results are published 
in the journal Nature Human 
Behaviour.

A 2020 report from the UNSW 
Gonski Institute for Education 
revealed that 84% of Australian 
educators believe digital tech-
nologies are distracting in a 
learning environment.

The 2021 Common Sense 

Media report found that tweens 
(kids between the ages of 10-14) 
spend an average of 5 hours 
and 33 minutes on screen-
based entertainment daily, while 
teenagers devote a staggering 8 
hours and 39 minutes.

The surge in screen use 
has led to the development 
of screen-related addictions, 
including gaming disorder 
affecting 2-3% of the population.

This raises questions about the 
concept of ‘disordered screen 
use’ and its impact on cognitive 
abilities, encompassing atten-
tion, memory, language, and 
problem-solving skills.

According to the recent meta-
analysis published by The 
Conversation, which included 
34 studies examining various 
forms of screen use, revealed 
consistently poorer cognitive 

performance in individuals with 
disordered screen use.

What is disordered screen 
use?

Disordered screen use means 
the dual effect screen use has 
on our brains. If we look at con-
tent, screens have boosted stu-
dent engagement. Many tech 
companies also market their 
products as tools to help you 
enhance your problem-solving 
and memory skills.

On the other hand, some 
researchers claim screen use 
can have negative effects, such 
as health problems, shortened 
attention spans and hindered 
development.

However, as per the studies, 
the most affected cognitive 
domain was attention, specifi-
cally sustained attention, fol-
lowed by notable differences in 
executive functioning, particu-
larly in impulse control.

The findings raise two possible 
interpretations. One suggests 
that disordered screen use 
leads to poorer cognitive func-
tion, potentially due to constant 
exposure to attention-capturing 
algorithms.

The other states that people 
with pre-existing cognitive 
issues are more likely to engage 
in disordered screen use due to 
addiction to screens.

The responsibility for address-
ing this issue is multifaceted. 
Research indicates that indi-
viduals with impaired cognitive 
functioning may struggle to self-
regulate screen time.

Does screen time impact your child’s thinking skills
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‘Australia 450/2, India All Out 
For...’: Mitchell Marsh’s World 
Cup Final Prediction Goes ViralAHMEDABAD, Nov 18 (Agen-

cies): The BCCI announced the 
full schedule of the stellar per-
formances that will take place 
during the World Cup 2023 
grand finale between India 
and Australia in Ahmedabad 
on Sunday. “It doesn’t get any 
bigger than this. The ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2023 Final is 
filled with stellar performances 
and an experience of a lifetime,” 
BCCI posted on X.

As India and Australia gear up 
for their final face-off at Ahmed-
abad’s Narendra Modi Stadium 
on November 19, Sunday, the 
BCCI is all set to enthrall fans 
with an array of spectacular 
events at this iconic venue.

Airshow at 1.35 pm for 15 min-
utes

The Surya Kiran Aerobatic 
Team from the Indian Air Force 
is all set to elevate the World 
Cup final’s thrill with a stunning 
15-minute airshow. Under the 

guidance of Flight Commander 
and Deputy Team Leader Wing 
Commander Sidhesh Kartik, a 
formation of nine aircraft will 
depart from Ahmedabad’s air-
port, showcasing an awe-inspir-
ing vertical airshow above the 
Narendra Modi Stadium. This 
performance promises to craft 
an unforgettable experience for 

both fans and players attending 
the event.

Musical Symphony in Innings 
and Drinks Break

Bollywood music director 
Pritam will grace the World Cup 
stage with performances, joined 
by a lineup of talented singers 
such as Jonita Gandhi, Nakash 
Aziz, Amit Mishra, Akasa Singh, 

and Tushar Joshi. Together, 
they’ll present a diverse range 
of songs to captivate the 
Ahmedabad audience during 
the innings break. The musical 
extravaganza will include hits 
like “Dil Jashn Bole,” featur-
ing renowned tracks including 
“Lehra Do,” “Deva Deva,” and 
“Kesariya” as part of the show-
case. In addition to Pritam, the 
music showcase will highlight 
Aditya Gadhavi and several 
other artists.

Laser and Light Show
A mesmerizing laser magic 

production will showcase the 
name of the victorious team 
along with the trophy, illumi-
nating the Ahmedabad skies 
with over 1200 lights. Follow-
ing this spectacle, a spectacu-
lar fireworks display will mark 
the grand conclusion of this 
momentous occasion in inter-
national cricket.

India vs Australia, World Cup 2023: Air show to musical 
symphony, stage set for grand finale in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD, Nov 18 
(Agencies): The stage 
is set for the world 
cricket’s biggest prize 
with India set to square 
off against five-time 
champions Australia in 
the final of the Cricket 
World Cup 2023 on 
Sunday at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad. India are 
unbeaten in the tourna-
ment, having won all of 
their 10 matches so far, 
including a 70-run tri-
umph agaisnt New Zea-
land in the semi-final. 
Australia, on the other 
hand, have turned their 
fortunes after losing 
their first two games of 
the group stage. The 
Pat Cummins-led side 
defeated South Africa 

in the second semi-final 
on Thursday, setting 
up a final date against 
Rohit Sharma and his 
men.

Earlier this year, Aus-
tralia all-rounder Mitch-
ell Marsh had predicted 
that his team will make 
it to the final and beat 
India on their soil.

Marsh had made a 
bizzare prediction that 
Australia will score 
450/2 in the final, and 
bowl India out for 65 to 
lift the title.

With Australia entering 
the final after a hard-
fought win over the Pro-
teas, Marsh’s prediction 
has now gone viral.

“Australia undefeated, 
defeating India. Aus-
tralia 450/2 in the final, 

India all out 65,” Marsh 
had said on the Delhi 
Capitals podcast in May 
2023.

Notably, India are with-
out an international title 
since the 2013 Champi-
ons Trophy and expec-
tations in the cricket-cra-
zy nation of 1.4 billion 
people have reached 
fever pitch.

However, the hosts are 
up against an Australian 
side who have won eight 
matches in a row and 
will be playing in their 
eighth World Cup final.

But, India handed Aus-
tralia a six-wicket maul-
ing in the group stage 
in Chennai four weeks 
ago where Pat Cum-
mins’ side were bowled 
out for 199.

AHMEDABAD, Nov 18 (Agen-
cies): Inside the awe-inspiring 
stadium — reminiscent of the 
big ones in Melbourne or China 
— the focus is on the pitch for 
the final. Rahul Dravid, chief 
Indian coach, spent a lot of time 
giving it a serious look-over in 
the company of batting coach 
Vikram Rathour and bowling 
coach Paras Mhambrey.

The coaches and Indian cap-
tain Rohit Sharma stood by 
pitch-side for long, and had a 
long conversation with BCCI’s 
chief of ground staff Ashish 
Bhowmick and his deputy 
Taposh Chatterjee.

A heavy roller was used on the 
pitch designated for the final, 
indicating that the surface would 
be on the slower side, and the 
spinners could play a role in the 
second innings.

The portly Andy Atkinson, the 
International Cricket Council’s 
(ICC) pitch consultant, was con-
spicuous by his absence. He is 
reported to have left the country 
following the end of his assign-
ment for the World Cup.

Atkinson, it may be recalled, 
had suggested that many 

matches in the tournament had 
not been played on pitches 
designated for them; more seri-
ously, in an email to the ICC, he 
had expressed the apprehen-
sion that the pitch for the final 
could be changed to suit the 
home team.

Atkinson, it’s reported, wanted 
the final to be played on pitch 
No. 5, used only once previ-
ously in the tournament; but he 
feared that it could be moved to 
pitch No. 6, which shows signs 
of wear and tear as two match-
es have been played on it. This 

switch could help India’s supe-
rior spinners; it must be noted, 
too, that Australian leg-spinner 
Adam Zampa has picked up 22 
wickets, six more than Ravin-
dra Jadeja and seven more than 
Kuldeep Yadav. How will he fare 
against India’s batters, especial-
ly Shreyas Iyer? The India No. 
4 has simply annihilated spin 
specialists, hitting 24 sixers in 
10 innings, most of them against 
the spinners.

Atkinson has expressed the 
apprehension that “one must 
speculate if this will be the first 

ever ICC CWC final to have a 
pitch which has been specifi-
cally chosen and prepared to 
their stipulation at the request 
of the team management and/or 
the hierarchy of the home nation 
board”.

Meanwhile, former captain 
Sunil Gavaskar has criticised 
the doubters, saying: “Even if 
the pitch was changed, it was 
there before the toss for both the 
teams. It wasn’t changed in the 
mid-innings. It wasn’t changed 
after the toss was done. The 
pitch was the same for both 
teams.”

The ICC later confirmed that 
the semifinal in Mumbai wasn’t 
played on the designated pitch, 
adding that Atkinson had been 
informed of the change. It was 
reported that the Indian team 
management had asked the 
BCCI’s curators to shave grass 
off the pitch — if true, this would 
seriously dent the image of 
Dravid among his peers; among 
fans and the public in general, 
the former captain enjoys an 
impeccable reputation, which 
is likely to remain unsullied, 
though.

The ‘changed’ pitch for the final could be on the 
slower side, and the spinners could play a role 
in the second innings

BHU BA NESWA R , 
Nov 18 (Agencies): In 
yet another spectacular 
achievement in sports 
arena, Bhubaneswar 
will have India’s first 
indoor athletics stadium 
by the end of this year.
Italian firm, Mondo SpA 
has set up a 10,000 sq 
metre track in the sta-
dium which is going to 
be the first-of-its-kind 
in India.

While construction of 
the stadium is already 
over, the company’s offi-
cials will arrive here in 
the last week of Novem-
ber for track marking. In 
the first week of Decem-
ber, representatives of 
World Athletics Federa-
tion are likely to certify 
the stadium.

The athletics stadium 
will help athletes train 
throughout the year 
without any external dis-
turbances or hindranc-
es. The facility can host 
national and interna-
tional athletic events, 

providing a major boost 
to development of 
athletics in India.The 
estimated cost of the 
project is around Rs 
120 crore. The stadium 
can accommodate 120 
athletes for full-time 
coaching. It also has a 
classroom for studies, 
medical facilities and 
a dedicated pantry for 
inmates.

The track encom-
passes multiple ele-
ments such as a long 
jump, triple jump, 100m, 
200m track, polo vault 
and shot-put, each with 

its own specific require-
ments. The facility has 
two 110 m practice 
tracks, spectators gal-
lery, press box and a 
broadcast arena.

“Odisha has achieved 
yet another milestone in 
the field of sports infra-
structure. This indoor 
stadium is not only the 
first in India but also the 
largest in South Asia. 
This stadium will help 
athletes practice any-
time and in any weath-
er,”  said Sports and 
Youth Services secre-
tary R Vineel Krishna.

India’s 1st indoor athletics 
stadium in Bhubaneswar

Italian firm Mondo SpA has set up a first-of-its-kind 10,000 
sq m track in the stadium

NEW DELHI, Nov 
18 (Agencies): Team 
India’s exceptional run 
in the ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup reached 
a new high as they 
clinched their tenth con-
secutive win in the tour-
nament. In the gripping 
semi-final against New 
Zealand at Mumbai’s 
Wankhede Stadium on 
October 15, Moham-
med Shami’s bowl-
ing was a highlight, as 
he became the first to 
achieve four five-wicket 
hauls in World Cup his-
tory. Virat Kohli’s batting 
prowess was on full dis-
play as he notched up 
his 50th ODI century, 
surpassing Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s record for the 
most hundreds in ODIs.

As the final looms, 
anticipation is mount-
ing for India’s clash 
with Australia at the 
Narendra Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad. 
Fans, from the die-hard 
to the casual, are united 
in their hope for India to 
secure its third World 
Cup victory.

Cricketer K Goutham, 
who plays for Karna-
taka and has previously 
represented India on 
the international stage, 
believes the final will be 
a ‘cracker of a match’. 
“They’ve played really 

well, not just as a team, 
but also as individuals. 
They’ve been strong 
across all aspects of 
the game as well,” he 
says assessing the 
team’s performance so 
far. Going into the final, 
Goutham believes the 
team needs to put out 
their best performance 
yet and not get compla-
cent. “I think we have 
waited nearly 20 years 
for this moment. It was 
in 2003 when India lost 
against Australia in the 
final and we now have 
a chance for payback,” 
he adds.

Similarly, filmmaker-
thespian Abhishek 
Iyengar draws a con-
trast between the 2007 
World Cup when the 
current coach Rahul 
Dravid captained the 
team and faced defeat. 
“I am excited for the 
coach Rahul Dravid! 
He was bogged down in 
2007 as the captain; but 
in 2023 he has returned 
like a phoenix. It’s like a 
script from the film Chak 
De!” Iyengar shares. He 
hopes that the team’s 
form continues on 
Sunday, but concedes 
that it won’t be an easy 
feat. “I am expecting a 
little nervous start and 
mostly a nail biter, Aus-
tralia won’t let off easily,” 

he adds.
Meanwhile, veteran 

rally driver Chetan 
Shivram is optimis-
tic about Team India’s 
chances. “The Final is 
obviously gonna be the 
most difficult, stress-
ful match of the entire 
tournament, especially 
when you are going 
up against an excel-
lent team like Australia. 
So I’m hoping the boys 
keep their calm and do 
what they do best,” says 
Shivram.

Sharing the opti-
mism, Violinist Aneesh 
Vidyashankar believes 
the World Cup is firmly 
within Team India’s 
grasp given the high 
bar for performance that 
they have set so far this 
season. “Winning every 
single match they have 
played is no simple feat. 
Even though Australia is 
a formidable opponent, 
I think the team would 
do well to continue what 
they have done so far, 
instead of changing any 
tactics. Even in the last 
match against New Zea-
land, the pressure was 
enormous and there 
were moments when it 
seemed like India was 
on the backfoot. But ulti-
mately they managed 
to pull off the win,” he 
remarks.

Pitch perfect this year for 
team India

AHMEDABAD, Nov 
18 (Agencies): The 
Indian cricket team will 
get down to action in its 
most important match 
in the last few years in 
the Cricket World Cup 
final in Ahmedabad 
on Sunday. The Rohit 
Sharma-led Indian 
cricket team will face 
five-time champions 
with an eye on a third 
ODI World Cup title. It 
Rohit Sharma lead the 
Indian cricket team to 
a win in the title clash, 
he will be the third India 
skipper to win the ODI 
Cricket World Cup 
after Kapil Dev and MS 
Dhoni. India have been 
unbeaten at the Cricket 
World Cup so far with a 
10-match winning steak.

While the Indian crick-

et team’s on-field dis-
play has been smooth, 
there have been a 
couple of conspiracy 
theories regarding their 
results. Ahead of the 
India vs New Zealand 
Cricket World Cup semi-
final there were allega-
tions of pitch swapping. 
Before that, an ex-
Pakistan player alleged 
that India were getting 
‘different balls’. Apart 
from that, former Paki-
stan cricketer Sikandar 
Bakht said that Rohit 
Sharma was deliberate-
ly throwing the coin far 
to win the toss to gain 
advantage.

During an appearance 
on Geo News, Bakht 
claimed that India cap-
tain Rohit Sharma was 
deliberately throwing 

the coin far to win the 
toss.

“Shararat kar sakta 
hoon? Mai ek sawal kar 
raha hoon agar hum 
dikha sake toss ke waqt. 
Rohit Sharma jab toss 
karte hai vo dur fenkte 
hai aur dusra captain 
jaa ke kabhi nahi dekhta 
ki vo sahi usne call kiya 
(Can I be allowed a little 
mischief? At the time of 
the toss, Rohit Sharma 

throws the coin far from 
the range of any oppo-
sition captain. Thus, 
the opposition captain 
cannot go and cross-
check about the call),” 
Bakht was heard as 
saying on-air.

Former India star 
Wasim Jaffer has hit 
back at the coin toss 
‘baseless theorist’ in his 
witty style. He posted a 

video of player throwing 
the coin far away during 
toss on his ‘X’ account, 
along with the captain. 
“Hope @ImRo45 does 
this at the toss tomor-
row just to make fun of 
all the baseless theo-
rists #INDvAUS #CWC-
2023Final”

Earlier, former Paki-
stan captain and legend-
ary pacer Wasim Akram 
put an end to the contro-
versy, slamming Bakht 
for making ‘embarrass-
ing’ claims.

“Who decides where 
the coin should land? 
The mat is just for spon-
sorship! I feel embar-
rassed. I can’t even... I 
don’t even want to com-
ment on it,” a fuming 
Akram said on A Sports.

Cricket World Cup - In Final “Hope Rohit Sharma Does...”: 
Ex-India Star Hits Back At ‘Baseless’ Coin Toss Theorists

SAU PAULO, Nov 18 
(Agencies): Brazilian 
attacker Vinicius Junior 
will miss Tuesday’s 
World Cup qualifier 
against Argentina with 
an injury to his left thigh, 
national team officials 
said after he limped off 
against Colombia.

The 23-year-old Real 
Madrid star “underwent 
imaging exams that 
confirmed an injury to 

his posterior left thigh 
muscle,” the Brazilian 
Football Confederation 
(CBF) said in a state-
ment.

It said Vinicius, a key 
piece of Brazil’s attack-
ing arsenal, had been 
ruled out of next week’s 
match against arch-
rivals and 2022 World 
Cup champions Argen-
tina in Rio de Janeiro.

Vinicius had earlier 

said the outlook was not 
good for him to be fit to 
face Argentina.

“Based on what the 
doctors have told me, 
it will be a bit difficult,” 
he said after Brazil went 
down 2-1 in Barran-
quilla.

Vinicius left the field 
in the 27th minute of 
the World Cup qualifier 
against Colombia, with 
his side leading 1-0.

“I think it’s the same 
injury as before. I felt a 
pain at the back of my 
thigh,” he said.

The Brazilian star 
missed a month of 
action after he injured 
his right thigh at the end 
of August in a league 
match for Real Madrid.

He missed Brazil’s 
first two South Ameri-
can qualifying matches 
against Bolivia and Peru 

in September.
Brazil take on Argen-

tina, who top the quali-
fication standings, on 
Tuesday in Rio’s Mara-
cana Stadium.

The home side, in fifth 
place, are already with-
out goalkeeper Eder-
son, defender Danilo, 
midfielder and captain 
Casemiro and star 
attacker Neymar, all 
through injury.

Vinicius to miss Argentina World Cup qualifier 
due to injury
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Top News Report
DARHAL, Nov 18:   

Fundamental rights play 
a very significant role in 
the life of any citizen. 
These rights can defend 
during the time of com-
plexity & difficulty and 
help us grow into a good 
human being and that’s 
why all the rights are the 
needs of people.

With a view to bring 
awareness about Fun-
damental Rights and to 
discuss the strategies 
on raising the aware-
ness, a one-day pro-
gramme was conducted 
in the college permises 
jointly organised by 
NSS and Department 
of Political Science 
based on the theme “My 
Constitution My Pride” 
under the patornship of 
Prof. Mussaraf Hussain 
Shah, Principal of the 
College.

Dr. Mehwish Bukhari, 

HO D Political Science 
give a brief on the topic 
by saying that in the 
absence of fundamen-
tal rights, a man’s exis-
tence would be worth-
less.

So, the political institu-
tion’s role and responsi-
bility mainly emphasized 
on empowering the 
people, especially the 
minorities to live in dig-
nity with rights of equal-
ity, dignity and religious 
freedom, he said.

Fundamental Rights 
have been classified 
into 6 categories that 
are Right to Equal-
ity, Right to Freedom, 
Right against Exploita-
tion, Right to Freedom 
of Religion, Right to Cul-
tural and Educational, 
Right to Constitutional 
Remedy, he added.

Further the students of 
the department spread 
awareness among the 
masses by sharing their 

views in the form of 
posters. 

In his address Principal 
of the College exhorted 
that Fundamental rights 
are the basic human 
rights enshrined in the 
Constitution of India 
which are guaranteed 
to all citizens. They are 
applied without discrim-
ination on the basis of 
race, religion, gender, 
etc. 

He further added that it 
protects the liberties and 
freedom of the citizens 
against any invasion by 
the state, and prevent 
the establishment of 
authoritarian and dicta-
torial rule in the country. 
They are very essential 
for the all-around devel-
opment of individuals 
and the country.

The event was coor-
dinated by Dr. Sunil 
Kumar Mangoch (NSS 
PO)and Dr. Mehwish 
Bukhari (H. O. D Politi-
cal Science).

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Nov 18: 

Tasleema Akhter, UN 
Human Rights Inter-
national Socio-Political 
Activist and DPAP State 
Secretary Jammu and 
Kashmir has expressed 
concern over the 
increasing of fire inci-
dents in Kashmir Valley.

In a statement, Tasl-
eema Akhter said that 

the LG administration 
should issue orders to 
take steps to prevent 
fire incidents and direct 
the concerned depart-
ment to check fire 
extinguishers in hospi-
tals, schools, colleges, 
offices, houseboats etc.

While using electronic 
appliances in their home 
people should take pre-
cautions to prevent 
from fire incident, she 
advised.

Tasleema Akhter 
appealed to LG Union 
Territory J&K Manoj 
Sinha to take the matter 
seriously so that inci-
dents of fire in Kashmir 
valley can be avoided.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: 

2nd Additional Mun-
siff Jammu, Shama 
Sharma has taken cog-
nizance in a criminal 
complaint filed by Vilak-
shan Singh, President 
J&K National Panthers 
Party against Harsh Dev 
Singh, Ex-Education 
Minister, Ankit Love son 
of Lt. Prof. Bhim Singh 
and Ashish Kohli.

The order was passed 
after hearing Advo-
cate Pinki Thakur. In a 
complaint filed against 
Harsh Dev Singh and 
others, Vilakshan Singh 
had stated that he was 
the legally elected Pres-
ident of J&K National 
Panthers Party but Ankit 
Love wanted to project 
Harsh Dev Singh as the 
president of the party 
and Harsh Dev Singh 
also wanted to become 
the President of JKNPP.

Vilakshan had also 
stated in his complaint 
that Harsh Dev Singh 
and Ankit Love knew 
that they could not get 
successful in controlling 
JKNPP without remov-
ing him from the post 

of the President of the 
party.

Vilakshan had further 
stated that Harsh Dev 
Singh and Ankit Love 
hatched a conspiracy 
to defame him and got 
a defamatory video 
uploaded against him 
on social media to lower 
his image in the society.

Vilakshan Singh had 
also asserted that Harsh 
Dev Singh had not only 
conspired to defame 
him but had also shared 
a defamatory video 
made against him on 
facebook.

The Court had sent the 
matter for enquiry to the 
police authorities. The 
report filed by the police 
substantiated the claim 
made by Vilakshan 
Singh.

Court while directing 
issuance of summons 
to the accused persons 
found that there was 
sufficient ground for 
proceeding against the 
accused persons under 
section 500 r/w 34 IPC. 
The Court has directed 
the accused persons to 
appear before the Court 
on December 5, 2023.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: In 

anticipation of ABVP’s 
National Conference in 
Delhi, the unveiling of 
the official poster took 
place today at State 
Office Amphalla.

The conference, 
themed “Amrit Mahot-
sav Year,” will be hosted 
in the tent city named 
“Indraprastha Nagar” 
during December 7-10, 
marking the 69” National 
Convention.

The main auditorium 
will be named after the 
former National Orga-
nizing Secretary and 
senior RSS Pracharak, 
Late Madandas Devi.

The entry gates will 
bear the names of 
Maharaja Surajmal and 
Samrat Mihirbhoj The 
four day National Con-
vention, occurring after 
75 years of ABVP’s 
organizational jour-

ney, aims to familiarize 
students with the sig-
nificant milestones and 
contributions of ABVP 
showcasing the unity 
in diversity through the 
participation of youth 
from every comer of the 
country.

ABVP plans to cel-
ebrate its 75th orga-
nizational journey by 
organizing an interstate 
student life exploration 
focusing on understand-
ing the natural diversity, 
family structures, and 
social fabric of various 
states.

This initiative has 
started with the North-
east Study Expedition 
from Guwahati, Assam, 
on November 5 and will 
conclude on November 
20 in Guwahati.

Akshi Billowna empha-
sized that the confer-
ence will play a pivotal 
role in highlighting the 
transformative aspects 

of the current education 
sector and addressing 
social, youth, and edu-
cation-related issues.

State Secretary Akshi 
Billowria expressed that 
ABVP’s 75-year journey 
has not only kept pace 
with modernity but also 
aims to understand the 
continuous joumey of 
India as a nation. She 
highlighted the impor-
tance of the upcoming 
events in bridging the 
gap between the diverse 
regions of India.

She invited students, 
educators, and intel-
lectuals from all sectors 
to actively participate in 
the National Conven-
tion, shaping ABVP’s 
future initiatives through 
constructive dialogue 
and engagement.

In this press confer-
ence and posters launch 
event State Joint Secre-
tary Chahat Anandi and 
Sanak Shrivats. Jammu 
Mahanagar Secretary 
Arman Khajuria.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: 

Team Mask Force 
(TMF) Chairman Vijay 
Sharma in a press 
release here said that 
all tall claims made in 
statements issued from 
time to time by govern-
ment authorities prove 
to be bogus.

Only recently 5 mili-
tants were killed in an 
ambush by security per-
sonnel in Kulgam and 
one in Rajouri is ample 
proof of grown militancy 
in JKUT but hats off to 
security personnel who 
at the cost of their lives 
crush these militants.

Strict vigilance needs 
to be exercised to con-
trol and intelligence 
inputs geared up to 
sweep these militants 
activities.

Public at large has to 
be taken into confidence 
to provide inputs of mili-
tants hideout to clear 
them without any harm 
to public at large, said 
Sharma chairman TMF.

Top News Report
LEH, Nov 18:  In a 

significant initiative 
towards bolstering sup-
port for our esteemed 
veterans, Leh Sub Area 
orchestrated a dynamic 
Veterans Outreach Pro-
gramme.

The event garnered 
participation from Block 
Presidents representing 
14 Ex-servicemen Asso-
ciations across Ladakh.

Distinguished guests 
at the event included 
the Maj Gen SS Bakshi, 
General Officer Com-
manding (GOC) of Leh 
Sub Area, the Director 
of Rajya Sainik Board 
and the President of the 
Ex-servicemen League 
of Ladakh. Their pres-
ence underscored the 

gravity of the occasion 
and showcased the col-
lective commitment to 
the welfare of our brave 
veterans.

Col Veteran, HQ Leh 
Sub Area took the 
opportunity to enlighten 
the attending veterans 
about the latest initia-
tives and policies craft-
ed exclusively for their 
well-being.

Maj Gen SS Bakshi, 
GOC Leh Sub Area 
engaged in insightful 
interactions with the Ex-
servicemen, fostering a 
sense of camaraderie, 
mutual understanding 
and assured them all 
possible assistance.

A poignant highlight 
of the event was the 
felicitation of five exem-

plary Ex-servicemen 
who have made com-
mendable contribu-
tions to the welfare of 
their fellow comrades 
in Ladakh. This gesture 
not only recognizes their 
outstanding service but 
also serves as an inspi-
ration for others to follow 
suit.

The Veterans Out-
reach Programme 
stands as a testament to 
the unwavering dedica-
tion of Leh Sub Area and 
its partners in fostering a 
supportive environment 
for our veterans. As we 
express our gratitude, 
we look forward to con-
tinued collaborations 
that uplift and empower 
the heroes who have 
selflessly served our 
nation.

GDC Darhal organizes 
awareness programme on 
“Fundamental Rights”

Increasing of fire 
incidents in Kashmir Valley 
is alarming: Tasleema

Court summons Harsh 
Dev in defamation case 
filed by Vilakshan Singh

All tall claims made to 
crush militancy in JKUT 
proved to be bogus: TMF

ABVP reveals poster for national 
convention to be held in Delhi

Leh Sub Area hosts inspiring 
veterans outreach programme

Top News Report
LEH, Nov 18: The 

Battle of Rezang La is 
etched in the annals of 
military history as one of 
the greatest last stands 
of all times. The Battle 
stands out for extraor-
dinary valour, grit and 
dogged determination 
of C Company of 13 
Kumaon that fought to 
the last man, in 1962 
war against China, 
defending Rezang La in 
Eastern Ladakh, under 
the dynamic leadership 
of Maj Shaitan Singh.

Battle of Rezang La, an 
epic battle of all times, 
has immense inspi-
rational value for the 
entire nation. In Novem-
ber 1962, 13 KUMAON 
was deployed at Magar 

Hill and Rezang La in 
Chushul Sector, East-
ern Ladakh, as part of 
114 Infantry Brigade. 
The early hours of 18 
November 1962 wit-
nessed a fierce battle at 
Rezang La. Against all 
odds and despite being 
overwhelmingly out-
numbered, the valiant 
soldiers of ‘C’ Company, 
13 KUMAON, repulsed 
a series of attacks 
launched in waves by 
the Chinese.

Despite heavy artil-
lery shelling and fierce 
assaults, Maj Shaitan 
Singh and his 113 brave-
hearts delivered mighty 
blows to the adversary.

The brave soldiers of 
13 KUMAON were hon-
oured with one Param 
Vir Chakra, eight Veer 

Chakras, four Sena 
Medals and one Men-
t ion- in-Dispatches. 
These names will for-
ever remind the future 
generations of the brave 
men who laid down their 
lives fighting for our 
country on 18 Novem-
ber 1962.

On the occasion of the 
61st Anniversary of the 
Battle of Rezang La, 
Maj Gen MS Mokha, 
Sena Medal, Chief of 
Staff, Fire and Fury 
Corps, alongwith other 
distinguished guests of 
Fire and Fury Corps, 
paid their tributes to the 
114 Bravehearts of the 
Chushul Brigade at the 
Rezang La Memorial on 
Saturday.

The Nation on this day 
remembers our brave-
hearts and salutes them 
for their sacrifice.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: 

Honda India Power 
Products L imi ted 
unveiled the ‘Honda 
Festive Dhamaka’, a 
range of captivating fes-
tive offers on the com-
pany’s proven line-up 
of agricultural products 
specifically on water 
pump, tillers, brush 

cutter, engines.
With the launch of this 

campaign, the compa-
ny fortifies its stance of 
being a customer-first 
brand and offers unpar-
alleled advantages and 
rewards for its extensive 
range of agricultural 
products to add impe-
tus to the festive season 
offerings.

The scheme under the 
‘Honda Festive Dha-
maka’ can be availed 
till November 30. The 
customers get a free 
gift and stand a chance 
to scratch and win excit-
ing prizes either through 
the HIPP e-commerce 
portal on the official 
website or at the nearest 
authorized dealer outlet.

Honda India Power Products launches 
attractive customer benefit scheme

61st Anniversary of Battle of 
Rezang La observed

Top News Report
JAMMU, Nov 18: With his stel-

lar performance, Riyansh Maha-
jan has been selected for the 
National Roller Skating Competi-
tion (Quads) which will be held in 
Chennai in the month of Decem-
ber.

He will represent Jammu and 
Kashmir in the national compe-

tition in 5 to 7 years age group. 
Jammu and Kashmir Roller skat-
ing Association organised compe-
titions for different age groups of 
players belonging to various dis-
tricts of the Union Territory from 
Monday to Friday (13 to 17 Nov) 
at the MA Stadium in Jammu.

A total of three rink races were 
held for participants in the age 
group of 5 to 7 years old, in which 

Riyansh Mahajan performed 
better and won medals in all three 
categories. Top three players are 
selected for national roller skating 
championship.

The 61st National Rolling Skat-
ing Championship is scheduled to 
be held in Chennai from Decem-
ber 15 to December 25 where 
teams from all the states and 
Union Territories of the country 

will participate.
Earlier, a few days ago, Riyansh 

had won a gold medal and a 
silver medal in the District Level 
Roller Skating Competition held 
in Jammu. Riyansh Mahajan is 
student of Delhi Public School, 
Jammu. He is skating under the 
supervision of coach Suresh 
Kumar.

Riyansh selects in J&K team for national rolling championship at Chennai


