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UN must
play its role
to end
Israel-
Palestine
war

SRINAGAR, Oct 24
(Agencies): Amid the
war between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza, former
chief minister of Jammu
and Kashmir Omar
Abdullah on Tuesday
said that the world
has proved that there
are different laws for
Russia and Israel.

Speaking to the media
reporters here over the
ongoing Israel-Hamas
conflict, the National
Conference (NC) Vice
President said that
innocent people are
being killed in Gaza
bombings.

“... Since the first day,
we have been opposing
what is happening in
Gaza. Innocent people
are being killed in Gaza
bombings... The world
has proved that there
are different laws for
Russia and Israel...”
Abdullah said.

Questioning the inter-
national community
while addressing the
media persons, he
asked, “What Russia
did to Ukraine was a
war crime; then what
Israel is doing to Gaza
is not wrong? Both
things cannot be cor-
rect. Now the world will
have to decide what is
right...” Abdullah said.

At least 5,087 Pales-
tinians have been killed
in Israeli attacks on
Gaza since October 7.

Almost all prominent
political parties of
Jammu and Kashmir,
including NC and
Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) have con-
demned the war and
called on to establish
peace.

PCJ

condoles
death of Pooja
Raina wife of
senior photo
journalist
Raman Raina

JAMMU, Oct 24: The
Press Club of Jammu
(PCJ) has condoled
the death of Pooja
Raina, wife of senior
photo journalist Raman
Raina.

The PCJ Manage-
ment Committee in a
meeting held under the
chairmanship of San-
jeev Pargal, president
conveyed their heartfelt
condolences to Raman
Raina and prayed for
peace to the departed
soul.Two minutes
silence was observed.
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LG Manoj Sinha meets PM
Narendra Modi in New Delhi

JAMMU, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi and
wished him a blissful
Vijayadashmi on Tues-
day.

“Met Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi ji today and
wished him a blissful

Vijayadashmi”, Lieuten-
ant Governor said on X.

He also presented
‘Kong Posh’ (Saffron
Flowers) to the Prime

Minister on behalf of the
people of J&K UT.

A photograph on the X
account of the Office of
LG showed Lieutenant
Governor Sinha present-
ing a Kashmiri Paper
Machie bowl! of saffron
flowers to Modi.

TS Wazir Murder Case | Delhi

HC stays order discharging 3
accused from charges

NEW DELHI, Oct 24
(Agencies): The Delhi
High Court has stayed
the discharge of three
accused from charges
in the murder case of
National Confrence
leader Trilochan Singh
Wazir.

Delhi Police had
approached the High
Court against the dis-
charge of the three
accused and mentioned
the matter before the
Chief Justice.

Justice Vikas Mahajan
on Saturday after hear-
ing the revision of Delhi
Police stayed the opera-
tion of the discharge of
three accused namely
Balbir Singh alias Billa,
Rajinder Chaudhary
alias Ganja and Suder-
shan Singh Wazir.

The High Court has
issued notice to the
respondents and sought
a reply. The next date of
hearing is December 13,
2023.

Delhi’'s Tis Hazari
Court had recently dis-
charged three accused

in the murder case of the
Natioanal Conference.

One accused has been
charged with the offence
of murder and another
was charged with the
offence of destruction of
evidence.

Additional Sessions
Judge (ASJ) Hem Raj
on October 20, 2023,
discharged accused
Balbir Singh alias Billa,
Rajinder Chaudhary
alias Ganja and Suder-
shan Singh Wazir from
all the offences in this
case.

However, the court
charged accused Har-
meet Singh for the
offence under Section
302 IPC.

Accused Harpreet
Singh Khalsa has been
discharged from the
offences under Sec-
tions 302 IPC r/w 120
B IPC, however, he has
been charged with the
offence under Section
201 (Destruction of evi-
dence) IPC and 174A
IPC.

This case pertains

to the homicidal death
of Trilochan Singh
Wazir who died due to
a single gunshot injury
on his head. Wazir was
a former MLC from
Jammu and Kashmir. He
was allegedly murdered
in Delhi in September
2021.

Delhi Police had
filed a charge sheet
against the accused
persons namely, Har-
meet Singh, Harpreet
Singh Khalsa, Rajinder
Chaudhary, Balbir
Singh and Sudarshan
Singh Wazir for alleged
offences under sections

302/201/174A/120B/34
IPC.
Delhi Police have

filed four charge sheets
including three supple-
mentary charge sheets.
The first chargesheet
was filed against the
accused Harmeet,
Rajinder and Balbir.

In the first supplemen-
tary charge sheet, the
Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL) result was
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‘Godspeed, Bobi’:

World’s oldest

dog, dies in Portugal aged 31

LISBON, Oct 24
(Agencies)Bobi, the
world’s oldest dog,
has died aged 31 in

Portugal, Guinness
World Records said on
Monday.

A purebred Rafeiro
Alentejano who spent
his entire life in a village
in central Portugal, Bobi
lived for 31 years and
165 days, breaking a
record held since 1939
by an Australian cattle-
dog that died at 29 years
and five months.

“Despite outliving
every dog in history,
his 11,478 days on
earth would never be
enough for those who
loved him,” said Karen
Becker, a veterinarian

who met Bobl several
times and who was the
first to announce his
death on social media.
“Godspeed, Bobi.”

He was declared the
world’s oldest dog in
February this year.

Bobi’s breed, which
traditionally has been
used as sheepdogs,
usually has a life expec-
tancy of 12 to 14 years.

His owner Leonel
Costa attributed his lon-
gevity to a number of
factors, including living
in peace in the country-
side, never having been
chained up or kept on a
leash, and always eating
“human food”.

At the time Bobi was
born, Costa’s family had
many animals and little
money so his father, a
hunter, generally buried
newborn puppies rather
than keep them.

But Bobi hid among a
pile of firewood. Costa
and his siblings found
him a few days later
and kept him a secret
until the puppy opened
his eyes.
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Fulfill
assurances
of ASHA
workers,
says
Tarigami

SRINAGAR, Oct
24 (Agencies): Call-
ing ASHA workers the
backbone of the health
department in rural
areas, Senior CPI(M)
leader Muhammad
Yousuf Tarigami asked
the Government to fullfill
the assurances of ASHA
workers at earliest.

“These workers are
compelled to work for
paltry emoluments. The
government has totally
neglected them. They
have been fighting for

better remuneration
mTurntopage 9

Accident
victim
awarded
Rs 2.22-

crore relief

CHANDIGARH, Oct 24
(Agencies): Motor Acci-
dent Claims Tribunal
Chandigarh (MACT) has
directed an insurance
company, the driver and
owner of a truck to pay
Rs 2.22 crore as com-
pensation to 27-year-old
Sukhchain Singh, a resi-
dent of Sidh Sar Colony,
Alohram Gate, Nabha,
Patiala, who was injured
in an accident four years
ago.

Sukhchain, in the claim
petition, filed through
advocate Navdeep
Arora, under Section
166 of the Motor Vehi-
cles Act, said on April 9,
2019, he was going to
his uncle Pargat Singh’s
house in Rohti Khaas
village on his bicycle.
He was riding at a very
slow speed and was on
the left side of the road.
He was followed by his
uncle on a separate
bicycle. Around 6 am,
when he reached the
Rohti Bridge roundabout
and stopped his bicycle
on the left side of the
road to turn towards the
Patiala side, a speed-
ing truck hit his bicycle
from behind. He fell on
the road and his left leg
was crushed under the
left front wheel of the
vehicle. He was taken
to Singla Hospital, Pati-
ala, from where he was
shifted to Fortis Hos-
pital, Mohali. He spent
a huge amount on his
treatment.

He did his Aeronautical
Engineering from Panjab
Engineering College,
Chandigarh. Thereaf-
ter, he worked for three
years and did his MBA
(PGP Programme) from
ISB, Hyderabad, where
he got an offer from
Uber, Gurugram. He
joined Uber on May 6,
2019. He has been on

an indefinite leave to
mTurnto page 9

Centre constitute

NEW DELHI, Oct 24
(Agencies): The Min-
istry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Monday noti-
fied the appointment of
Delhi High Court judge
Justice Sachin Datta as
the presiding officer of
the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA)
Tribunal to review the
ban imposed on Jammu
and Kashmir Demo-
cratic Freedom Party
(JKDFP).

In accordance with the
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA), the
Central Government had

SRINAGAR, Oct 24
(Agencies): The Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh
High Court has recently
taken action against
three lawyers by issu-
ing show cause notices
to them. These notices
were issued in response
to their alleged making
of derogatory and scan-
dalous comments about
the judiciary during a
media interview. The

tribunal to review
ban on Shabir Shah’s
JKDFP

officially declared the
JKDFP as an unlawful
association on October
5 through a notification
published in the Gazette
of India.

The UAPA provides
that no such ban shall
come into effect unless
the same is confirmed
by the UAPA Tribunal
by an order made under
Section 4 of the Act.

In conformity with the
Act, the government has
now notified the tribunal.

Justice Datta had
served as the Central

ETurntopage 9

comments were related
to the Bar’s opposition
to moving the Jammu
bench from its current
location in Janipur to
Raika.

The Chief Justice of
India (CJI) DY Chand-
rachud laid the founda-
tion for the new high
court complex at Raika
in Jammu on June 28.

The Chief Justice’s
Secretariat has request-

Sri Lankan
Cabinet approves
free tourist visas
for visitors from
India and six
other countries

COLOMBO, Oct 24
(Agencies): The Sri
Lankan Cabinet has
approved the policy to
issue free tourist visas
to travellers from India
and six other countries,
Foreign Minister Ali
Sabry said on Tuesday,
amidst efforts to rebuild
the debt-trapped island
nation’s tourism sector.

Foreign Minister Sabry
in a statement said that
this would be carried
out as a pilot project
effective until March 31,
2024.
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JK HC Issues show cause notice
to three Jammu lawyers

ed the three advocates,
Arvind Bhandral, Umesh
Sharma, and Bhavishya
Sudan, to provide an
explanation by October
25. The notice to these
lawyers was issued
on October 17 by MK
Sharma, who serves
as the Principal Secre-
tary to Chief Justice N.
Kotiswar Singh.

As per the show cause

notice issued to one of
mTurntopage 9

SRINAGAR, Oct 24
(Agencies): Apni Party
President Syed Moham-
mad Altaf Bukhari on
Tuesday said that his
party will reverse the
decision of discontinua-
tion of Darbar Move on
priority basis if elected
to power.

Bukhari said, “Jammu
and Kashmir Apni Party
fully backs the legitimate
demand of the people of
Jammu seeking reversal

of the decision regard-
ing the discontinuation
of the ‘Darbar Move’
decision. Let this be put
on record that Apni Party

Apni Party to reverse ‘Darbar Move’ decision
if elected to power: Altaf Bukharl

will take this matter on
priority once elected to
power”.

Notably the age-old
tradition of Darbar Move
was nullified by present
J&K dispensation led
by Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha, citing
unnecessary burden
on state exchequer.
However the decision
drew severe criticism
from Jammuities who
demand immediate res-
toration of this tradition.
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Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, October 24, 2023

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/JUTHALA |

With profound grief & sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Sh. Ram Parkash Khajuria S/o Late
Badri Nath Khajuria R/fo H.No. B67/A,
New Plot, Jammu.

10th Day shall be performed on
23-10-2023 (Monday) at 10 AM at our
residence. «
Kriya shall be performed on

24-10-2023 (Tuesday) from 11 AM
onwards at our residnce.

Uthala shall be performed on 28-10-
2023 (Saturday) from 3 PM to 4 PM at
Hari Mandir, Rehari Colony, Jammu.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Deepak Khajuria & Bindiya - 7006626090
Vinay Khajuria & Sarika - 9419222521
Rajesh Khajuria & Priyanka - 9906048241

Sh. Ram Parkash
Khajuria

TENTH DAY \

With profound grief and sorrow we inform \ \
the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Moti ¢ 1 9

Lal Pandita S/o Late Sh. Niranjan Nath g

Pandita originally from village Trail, District . - “
Anantnag, presently residing at H.No. 245, P '|.
Sec-2, Anuradhapuram, Upper Barnai
Jammu. He left for heavenly abode on
17-10-2023 (Tuesday).
Tenth Day will be performed on
26.10.2023 (Thursday) 8:30 AM at Muthi
Ghat, Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN :-

Smt. Soni Pandita (Wife)

Smt Bawana and Vishal Pandita (Daughter-In-law and Son)

Smt Sunayna Pandita and Suneel Raina (Daughter and Son-In-law)
Smt. Prana Dhar & Sh Tej Krishan Dhar (Sister and Brother-In-law)
Smt. Bimla Dhar Wd/ of Sh Late Durga Nath Dhar (Sister)

Smt. Veena Dhar & Sh. Ashok Dhar (Sister & Brother-In-law)
Contact: 7006428622, 7889620901, 9682681608

Sh. Moti Lal Pandita

TENTH DAY/KIRYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Mother Smt Sheela
Devi W/O Sh Sarb Singh Sambyal R/o Baryalta,
Tehsil- Majalta, District -- Udhampur who left us
heavenly abode on Monday 16th Oct. 2023.
Tenth Day will be performed at our residence on
Wednesday, 25th October 2023 at 10 AM

Kirya will be performed at our Residence on
Saturday 28th October at 11 AM { @
GRIEF STRICKEN  dd \ J,'
Sh Sarb Singh Sambyal - Husband { .

CHOUBARSI

CHOUBARSI OF OUR BELOVED SH. SAT
PARKASH PUROHIT WILL BE PER-
FORMED ON 25-10-2023 WEDNESDAY AT
OUR RESIDENCE WARD. NO 7 BASOHLI
DISTT KATHUA J&K 11 AM ONWARDS.
GRIEF STRICKEN

SONS AND DAUGHTER IN LAW

EKTA & BHARAT BHUSHAN SHARMA -9906908500
MAMTA & ARUN KUMAR, KUSUM & PARMODH SHARMA
NEERU & ANIL BHUSHAN, POONAM & SWARN BHUSHAN
BROTHER AND SISTER IN LAW

VINOD BALA AND PREM SAGAR AZIZ (EX STATE MINISTER)

TENTH DAY, KRIYA & UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform
the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Jai Prakash|
Bhatt S/o Late Sh. M. D. Bhatt R/o Colonel's Colony,
Bohri, Talab Tillo, Jammu.

Tenth Day will be held on Monday 23rd Oct, 2023 at
10.00 to 11.00a.m.

Kriya will be performed on Tuesday 24th October,
2023 at our residence. (H.No. 60, Colonel's Colony,
Talab Tillo, Bohri, Jammu) at 10.00 a.m.

Uthala will be held on Wednesday 25th Oct at
Paradise Hall, Tirth Nagar, Talab Tillo, near Dewan
Modern Beverages from 3.00 to 4.00p.m

GRIEF STRICKEN

(Son and Daughter in law)

Rohit Bhatt and Rakhi Bhatt

Ms. Veena and Jyoti Prakash (Sister and Brother in law)

Ms. Meena and Anil Jain (Sister and Brother in law)

Ms. Jyoti and Kiran Bhatt (Brother and Sister in law)

Ms. Poonam Bhardwaj and Parvesh Bhardwaj (Daughter and Son in law)
Ms. Chhaya and Kailash Sharma (Daughter and Son in Law)

Ms. Menika and Jai Mahesh Sharma (Daughter and Son in Law)

Ms. Anjani and Virjesh Bhardwaj (Daughter and Son in Law)

Meetansh and Samridhi (Grand Children)

Mobile No.: 7889536235, 9419194289, 9796486248

SH. SAT PARKASH
PUROHIT

Sh. Jai Prakash Bhaktt

Son and Daughter-in-law Smt Sheela Devi
Rajesh Singh & Raj Rani Sambyal

Daughters and Sons-in-law

Rekha Jasrotia and Rajinder Jasrotia.

Reeta Jamwal and Rakesh Jamwal.

Grand Son & Daughter-in-law

Shamli & Baljeet

Vishal & Ritu

Mob. 9858554808, 8082110307

TENTH DAY/KRIYA| .

Our beloved Sh. Bushan Lal Pandit
S/o Late Sh. Laxmi Dass left for
heavenly abode on 17-10-2023.
Tenth Day Kriya shall be performed
on 26-10-2023 (Thursday) at Muthi
Camp at 9 AM Near Director School
Education Muthi Camp Jammu.
GRIEF STRICKEN

PANDIT PARIVAAR

9419912319, 7006327038

Sh. Bushan Lal
Pandit

ANTIM ARDAS

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW, WE
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED, S.
BABA BAHADUR SINGH JI (TINDEY KULLIAN
WALE), R/O SANTOKH VIHAR KALUCHAK, NEAR SBI
BANK JAMMU WHO LEFT FOR HEAVENLY ABODE
ON 17-10-2023 (TUESDAY)

PROGRAM:

ARAMBH SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB ON 24-10-
2023(TUESDAY )AT 9:00 AM AT OUR RESIDENCE.
BHOG SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB ON 26-10-
2023(THURSDAY)AT 9:00 AM AT OUR RESIDENCE. B8t T/EE. - %
KIRTAN AND ANTIM ARDAS WILL BE HELD AT S

GURUDWARA SAHIB SANT BABA PREM SINGH Ji,  (TINDEY KULLIAN WALE)
SANTOKH VIHAR, KALUCHAK , JAMMU, FROM 10:00

AM TO 1:00 PM, FOLLOWED BY GURU KA LANGAR.

GRIEF STRICKEN :-

DAUGHTER IN LAW AND SON

SDN. SURINDER KOUR AND S.TARLOK SINGH
SDN. BALWINDER KOUR AND S.AVTAR SINGH
SDN. GURMEET KOUR AND S.ONKAR SINGH
GRANDSON'S:-

S. SATWANT SINGH

S. GAGANDEEP SINGH

S. PRABJOT SINGH

9858268101, 7051941399, 7006960575.

TENTH DAY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE REGRET TO INFORM
THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED SHRI KRISHAN SINGH
CHOUDHARY (RETD. HEAD MASTER) S/O LATE SUB. POLA
RAM R/O E-322, SAINIK COLONY JAMMU (NANDPUR CAMP),
10TH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED AT GURUDWARA RANI
TALAB DIGIANA JAMMU FROM 10 AM TO 12.00 NOON ON
26-10-2023 (THURSDAY).

GRIEF STRICKEN

SMT SANTO DEVI -WIFE

BROTHERS & BHABHIS

SMT MOHINI DEVI & LATE SH B.D. CHOUDHARY

SMT GURDEEP KOUR & LATE SH B.D. NATHYAL

10TH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Makhan Lal on 18.10.23.

10th Day will be performed on
26.10.2023 at H.No 209 Nai Basti
Satwari Jammu.

Grief Stricken

Satya Devi (Wife)

Aryan Bhagat (Son)

Revti (Daughter)

Contact No. 7889607936, 9622106008

Makhan Lal

LATE SH JAGDISH NATHYAL

LATE SMT RADHA RANI & S.S. NATHYAL

SMT NEENA KUMARI & G.R. NATHYAL

SMT SUSHEELA KUMARI & M.L. NATHYAL
SISTERS & BROTHERS-IN-LAW

SMT SHANTI DEVI & LATE SHRI NEK RAM

LATE SMT GEETA DEVI & PROF. ROMESH DOGRA
SMT NIRMAL KUMARI & ER. J.S. BHATTI

SMT KANTA DEVI & SH D.S. CHOUDHARY -DAUGHTER & SON-IN-LAW
SONS & DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW

SMT REETA KUMARI & SH K.S. NATHYAL (SE, REW JAMMU)

SMT NIRMAL KUMARI & B.S. NATHYAL (PDD)

SMT SUMAN KUMARI & SH SUDESH CHOUDHARY (PET)

GRAND CHILDREN

PRAMAN SINGH (CABINET SECRETARIAT GOVT. OF INDIA)

PIYUSH SINGH (P.O JK BANK)

ASHA, SEHDEV SINGH, AYUSHI, MONU, PRIYANSHI & LAVANSH

SHRI KRISHAN SINGH
CHOUDHARY
(RETD. HEAD MASTER)

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDASS

With profound grief & sorrow we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved Dr.
Parveen Kaur Former Principal GMC
Srinagar, Former HOD Microbiology GMC
Jammu /ASCOMS Jammu R/o 10-A
Extension Shastri Nagar, Jammu on Friday,
20th Oct, 2023.

PROGRAMME:-

Arambh Sri Akhand Paath Sahib (at
home)... 9:00 AM on 25/10/2023.

Bhog Sri Akhand Paath Sahib (at home) -
9:30 AM on 27/10/2023. s
Kirtan and Antim Ardaas (At Gurudwara
Baba Fateh Singh Sahib, Gandhi Nagar) -
10:30 AM to 12 Noon on 27/10/2023.

Followed by Guru ka Langar.

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Dr. S. S. Soodan, Eye Specialist (Husband)
Daughters and Sons-in-law

Dr. Ameet Kaur & Dr. K.S. Mehta

Dr. Sandeep Kaur & Dr. Harbinder Singh Bali
Dr Bhavneet Kaur (Daughter)

Grand Children: Gunnit, Aneesha, Eishaan, Eishveer

Mobile No. 9906096691, 9419183349, 9419185007, 9419019572

DR PARVEEN KAUR

TENTH DAY

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad and untimely demise of our beloved Smt Arti Devi
W/o Vijay Kumar R/o Vijay Medicos, Maniwala Ward
No. 7 Jourian.

10th Day will be performed at our residence at 11.00|
am on 25-10-2023 (Wednesday).

Grief Stricken

Vijay Kumar -Husband

Mother & Father-in-law

Smt Bachano Devi & Sh Surinder Kumar

Juhi Angotra, Tanvi Angotra -Daughters
Kartik Angotra, Raksham -sons

Sisters & Brothers-in-law

Smt Indu & Sh Ajay Verma

Smt Pratibha & Sh Vinod Verma

Ankush, Nitin, Amit, Sumit -Brothers-in-law
Mobile: 9858538068

Smt Arti Devi

13TH DAY/UTHALA

with profound grief and sorrow we are sad-
dened to inform untimely demise of our
beloved Smt Pooja Verma W/o Dayal Verma
R/o H.No. 98 Sec. 8 Nanak Nagar who left for
her heavenly abode on 14th of October 2023.
13th DAY UTHALA will be performed on
25th of October 2023 (Wednesday) at Shree
Ram Mandir Sec 8 Time:- 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Grief Stricken

Sh Dayal Verma- Husband

Sourav Verma- Son Y -
Vanshika Verma- Daughter Smt
Mother-in-Law & Father-in-Law

Smt. Kanta Devi & Late Sh Om Prakash Verma
Brother and Bhabhi

Sh Tarsem Verma & Smt Kiran Verma

Samast Parivar of Verma's, Abrol, Handa and Anand Family
Talla Ornaments (9797548226, 7006492052)

;.,» gré,f"( =

Pooja Verma

"~

OBITUARY AND
TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and utmost sorrow we | =<8
inform about the sad and untimely demise|,
of Sh. Tej Krishan Bhat (Retd.g‘ J
Commandant B.S.F) S/o Lt. Sh. Radha| |
Krishan Bhat originally from Gairoofd® @
(Moorpura Tral), presently at H.No. 688,
Sector-3, Vinayak Nagar, Muthi, Jammu
on 18-10-2023

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on "
27-10-2023, Muthi Ghat (Near Education Sh- Tej Krishan Bhat
Office) on Friday at 8:00 AM. gt Sommancent 525

GRIEF STRICKEN

Er. Sanjay Bhat and Babli Bhat -Brother & Bhabhi

Smt Giga Koul & Sh. J. LKoul - Sister & Brother-in-law
Smt. Baby Tickoo & Sh. A K. Tickoo -Sister & Brother-in-law
Suresh Bhat & Manisha Bhat -Son & Daughter-in-law

GRAND CHILDREN AND SAMAST
Wijay Bhat & Monika Bhat -Son & Daughter-in-law PARIWAAR

Simpy Tickoo & Sh. Rajesh Tickoo- Daughter & Son-in-law PH NO: 8968970500, 9622288327,

Kiran Dhar & Sh Susheel Dhar- Daughter & Son-in-law 5006182031
Sunil Bhat & Jycti Bhat- Brother & Bhabhi

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE INFORM THE SAD
DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED SH ASHOK KUMAR RAINA (HARKAR)
S/0 SH JAI LAL RAINA (HARKAR) RO PANZMULLA, SALIA, ANANT-
NAG AT PRESENT BLOCK F, HNO. 92, NEW PALAM VIHAR, PHASE
1, GURUGRAM ON 18TH OCT 2023 AT GURUGRAM

10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE HELD AT GAURI SHANKAR MANDIR
BLOCK-T, PHASE-I SECTOR-109, NEW PALAM VIHAR, GURGAON
NEAR DHVBN SUB DIVISION OFFICE ON 27-10-2023 AT 9.30 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

SMT BASANTI RAINA- WIFE

BROTHER & SISTER-IN-LAW

LT SH MANOHAR KRISHAN RAINA & SMT VEENA JI RAINA

SH BANSI LAL RAINA & LT. SMT. SHAHJEE RAINA

SH INDER KRISHAN RAINA & SMT DESHA RAINA

SISTER & BROTHER-IN-LAW

LT SMT KISHNE BHAT & LT SH BANSI LAL BHAT (DADROO)

SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

SH ASHOK
KUMAR RAINA
SH. ROHIN RAINA & SMT. SHEETAL RAINA (HARKAR)

SH. VIKAS RAINA & SMT. DELBIZ RAINA
SH. VISHAL RAINA & SMT. ANJLEE RAINA
GRAND CHILDREN: AYAAN RAINA, MYANSHI RAINA, ATHARV RAINA, PRANAYA RAINA

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we inform
you the sad demise of our mother Smt.
Rani Pandit W/o Lt. Sh. Prithvi Nath
Pandit R/o Handwara (Kawpora) at
present Q.No. 19, Block - B, TRT Muthi
Camp Phase I, Muthi Jammu, who left for 1 \
heavenly abode on 21-10-23 (Saturday). o
10th Day Kriya will be performed at ‘ ‘
Muthi Ghat Jammu on 30-10-2023
(Monday) 9.00 am.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons & Daughter-in-law

Satesh Kumar Pandit & Smt. Vijay Pandit
Vinod Kumar Pandit & Smt. Pooja Pandit
Daughter’s & Son-in-law’s

Sh. Pushkar Nath Pandith & Smt. Sunita Pandith

Sh. Dileep Gigoo & Smt. Neenu Gigoo

Grand Son’s & Daughter

Rohin, Deepti, Diya, Priyud, Vihaan, Vasu, Praful, Tanish
And Samast, Kaw, Bhat & Pandita Parivar

Ph: 9622203892, 8713836299

Smt. Rani Pandit

BARKHI

One year has passed since you have left us
for your heavenly abode. Your memories and
blessings are always with us. i
Barkhi of our beloved Sh Arun Kumar wil be
7
A

performed on Wednesday 25th of October at 1.00 pm

at our residence 31 A/B Gandhi Nagar.
We Miss You.....

Remembered By:

Geeta Devi -Wife

Sons & Daughter-in-laws

Varun Gupta & Sarika Gupta

Arush Mahajan & Sakshi Mahajan

Daughter & Son-in-law

Shilpi & Akhil Gupta

Brothers & Sister-in-laws

Late Sh Ravi Kumar & Smt Arti Gupta

Raman Gupta & Preeti Gupta

Nephews & Daughter-in-laws

Prashant Gupta & Deepa Gupta

Nishant Gupta & Poonam Gupta

Sharsh Gupta

Sisters & Brother-in-laws

Veena Vaid & Shiv Vaid

Meenu Gupta & Rajeev Gupta

Brother-in-law

Sh Har Gopal Gupta

FIFTH DAY |

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of Smt. Anjna Kapoor (Nanad)
W/o Sh. Subash Kapoor resident of Ramban.
Fifth Day will be performed on 25-10-2023
(Wednesday) at Panch Mandir Sec-2, Channi
Himmat, Jammu at 11 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Brother & Bhabi / \
Vijay & Kamla Anand A
Pawan & Sunita Anand £ B
Deepak & Neeru Anand SMT. ANJNA KAPOOR
Ajay & Sonia Anand

Rajesh & Shilpa Anand

From: Anand Family

9419194218, 9419759987

Sh Arun Kumar Gupta

1) Hotel Devi Grand Katra

2) Bahu Cold Storage And Ice Factory Narwal

3) K2K Travels Katra

4) Chenab Wood Works

9469199999, 9419193913, 9419000002, 9419186498

BHOG /ANTIM ARDAS

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad demise of our beloved S. Amolak Singh
S/o Late Mahant Raghubir Singh R/o H.NO.
53/D Sai Vihar, Marble Market, Jammu.
Arambh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 24 Oct.
2023 (Tuesday) at 9:30 AM at our residence.
Bogh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 26 Oct.p
2023 (Thursday) at 9:00 AM at our residence.
Antim Ardas at Gurudwara Shri Bala Pritam,
Trikuta Nagar from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm.
GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sdr. Amrit Kaur (Wife)

Son and Daughter-in-law

S. Harinder Singh and Sdr. Tejinder Kaur
Daughters and Son-in-laws

Sdr. Inderdeep Kaur and Col. Jatinder Singh
Sdr. Harpreet Kaur and S. Lakhwinder Pal Singh
Brother and Bhabhi

Sdr. Gurvinder Kour W/o Lt. S. Ravinder Singh
Mobile: 9717619988, 9419264119

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved father
Sh Mohan Lal Bhat S/o Late Sh Samsar Chand
R/o Kharpora Sirnoo Pulwama at present Flat 4
Block 74 Lane 16 Jagti Colony Nagrota who left
for his heavenly abode on 22.10.23.
10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed at Sainik
School Nagrota Jammu on 31.10.23 at 10AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt Santosha Bhat (Wife)

Smt Priya Bhat W/o Late Sh Maharaj Krishan Bhat (Daughter in law)
Sh Avtar Krishan Bhat & Smt Asha Bhat (Son & Daughter in law)

Sh Roshan Lal Pandit & Smt Keemta Pandit (Son & Daughter in law)
Sh Piaray Lal Pandit & Smt Soni Pandit (Son & Daughter in law)

Sh Nana ji Bhat & Smt Kishni Bhat (Son in law & Daughter)

Sh Satish Bhat & Smt Pammy Bhat (Son in law & Daughter)

Sh Sanjay Raina & Smt Varsha Raina (Son in law & Daughter)
Grand Children: Neha, Sagar, Chanchal, Mansi, Vansh

S. Amolak Singh

SH MOHAN LAL BHAT

Contact Details:
9149483989,
7051255779,
9018253266,
9419207131,
9419281449.

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Dr Jitendra visits ‘Skyroot’ Startup Private Rocket
Unit, hails ‘Unshackling’ of Space

Skyroot's Vikram-|
Launch Vehicle

JAMMU / HYDER-
ABAD, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies) : Union Minister
of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) Science
& Technology; MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and
Space said here today
that “unshackling” of the
Space sector by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has led to StartUp boom,
as a result of which,
within a short span of
just about four years,
the number of Space
StarUps has gone up
from a mere single digit
to over 150, with some
of the earlier ones like
the “Skyroot” turning into
lucrative entrepreneur.

During a visit to the
newly setup facility of
Skyroot here in a prem-
ises of 60,000 Square
Feet which is possibly
India’s largest Rocket
factory in private sector,
Dr Jitendra Singh said,
Skyroot is not only
example of India’s
superlative talent and
scientific acumen but it
also has message for all
of us that a huge poten-
tial was lying dormant
for several decades
before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi came
and broke the taboos
of the past and opened
India’s Space Sector for
Public Private Partner-

ship (PPP).

“Skyroot Aerospace”
was the first Space Start-
Up to have launched a
private rocket from ISRO
station at Sriharikota
after the Space sector
was thrown open to pri-
vate players over three
years ago. Headed by
two lITians , Pawan and
Bharat, they have now
set up India’s largest
Rocket developing facil-
ity with updated tech-
nology. It has capacity
to develop cost effective
rocket, on demands

Referring to Amrit-
kaal and Prime Minis-
ter’s vision for “India @
20477, Dr Jitendra Singh
said, the value addition
to India’s economy is
going to come from
hitherto unexplored
sectors including the
space sector. From that

by Hon. LUnion Minister of State
MR N I TENDRA SINGH

g __—_______——-_

WELCOME TO

MAX-B
The new glosel headcuarters of

point of view, he said,
the Space economy is
going to make a sig-
nificant contribution to
the nation’s economy
when independent India
celebrates 100th Inde-
pendence Day and is
a frontline nation of the
world.

“Over the last 9 years
the country has made
rapid strides in every
area of Science & Tech-
nology thanks to the
able leadership of the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,” he said.

Skyroot is India’s larg-
est private rocket devel-
opment facility under a
single roof.

In yet another mile-
stone for the Indian
private Space sector,
Dr. Jitendra Singh also
unveiled Skyroot’s
Vikram-1 orbital rocket.

Vikram-1 is expected to
mark yet another first for
India, since the country
opened up the Space
sector to private players
in 2020 in a landmark
reform.

“The success of Sky-
root is an inspiration to
India’s vast youth talent
pool aspiring to set up
their own Startup ven-
tures, especially in new
and emerging sectors
including Space, Bio-
Tech, Agriculture and
Energy,” said Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh.

The Minister said that
PM Modi has enabled
India to earn universal
recognition for India’s
Science, Technology
and Innovation capa-
bilities and our StartUps
are much sought after.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
Dr Vikram Sarabhai,

the first Chairman of
ISRO and the founding
father of India’s Space
Programme, always
insisted on ISRO play-
ing a meaningful role
“nationally” and said it
was a vindication that
during the nine years
of the Government led
by Prime Minister Modi,
the youth talent of India,
which was waiting to
be explored, got new
wings.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
India’s space missions
are designed to be cost
effective, building upon
human resources and
skills.

Stating that the “Anu-
sandhan National
Research Foundation”
will pave the way for a
greater PPP model in
scientific research, Dr
Jitendra Singh said the
NRF will catapult us to
the league of handful of
developed nations pio-
neering new research in
new frontiers.

“NRF budget envisions
a spending of Rs. 50,000
crore over five years, out
of which a major share
of Rs. 36,000 crore,
over 70%, is estimated
to come from non-gov-
ernment sources, from
industry & philanthro-
pists, from domestic as
well as outside sources,”
he said.

Top News Report

JAMMU /
POKHRAN(Rajasthan),

Oct 24: Bharatiya
Janata Party MP Rajya
Sabha (Nominated), Er.
Gulam Ali Khatana today
accused Congress party
for using minorities for
vote bank politics, while
praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a true
messiah for Muslims.

In a whirlwind tour
of Pokhran Assembly
constituency including
Bhaniyana, Jeeyasar,
Bhikhodai, Phalsund,
Padampura and Band-
hewa areas to canvass
for Mahant Pratappuri
Maharaj, BJP candidate,
MP Gulam Ali Khatana
said that the Congress
party has historically
employed divisive tac-
tics that revolve around
identity politics to garner
votes from the minority
communities.

He further said, “It is
time to acknowledge
the reality that certain
political parties, includ-
ing the Congress, have
often used the senti-
ments and aspirations
of minority communi-
ties for their electoral
advantage. This form
of ‘vote bank politics’
may have gained votes,
but it has not genuinely
addressed the concerns
and aspirations of these
communities.”

MP Khatana praised
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, particularly
in terms of his efforts
to promote social and
economic development
for all sections of soci-
ety, including the Muslim
community. He praised
Prime Minister Modi’s
policies and initiatives
aimed at empowering
minorities and promot-
ing their well-being.

Cong used minorities for vote
Bank politics: MP Khatana

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has displayed
an unwavering commit-
ment to the betterment
of all citizens, regardless
of their faith. His policies
have been instrumental
in enhancing the lives
of the Muslim commu-
nity, uplifting them eco-
nomically, and ensuring
equal opportunities,” he
asserted.

Er. Gulam Ali said that
PM Modi has enhanced
the reputation of India
across world while
giving special focus for
the upliftment of poor
downtrodden people
and backward areas.
The road infrastructure,
business opportunities,
healthcare, roads, rail-
ways and other areas
have witnessed a com-
plete transformation.
Govt of India has pro-
vided free ration to 82
crore souls, introduced
new and innovative
ideas like Make in India,
Startups, borders have
been secured and cor-
ruption has decreased
to a large extent; and if
Rs. 100 are released for
common man, it reach-
es to the bottom, he said
adding the DBT(Direct
benefit transfer) has
made it sure that the
benefits are reaped by
all.

He urged the people to
vote for BJP for a stable,
prosperous and devel-
oped Rajasthan.

Commissioner State Taxes visits Lower Munda
Inaugurates renovation work on Enforcement office; Leads

sanitation drive under Swachata Hi Sewa Campaign

Sanjeev Verma reviews arrangements for National
Unity Week, Rashtriya Ekta Diwas-2023

H

/'

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 24:
In connection with

Be

mir, Secretary Cul-
ture Secretary, Youth
Services and Sports

with Police, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports and
Culture Departments

on national unity in the
prisons and detention
centers across the
Union Territory.

The Divisional Com-
missioners and Deputy
Commissioners were
advised to incorpo-
rate multiple activities
such as short and long
walks, yoga compe-
titions, cleanliness
drives, debates, paint-
ing competition etc
during the week long

-
Top News Report

QAZIGUND, Oct 24:
Commissioner State

hakeel Magbool, ICAS
Sate Tates Dvpartmens Koot

Mr. Si
Abiiions Comeminiosr-

tral, Parvaiz Ah Raina,
Deputy Commissioner
Enforcement South,

mir Lower munda which
was carried out under
Swacchta Hi Sewa cam-

boost the revenue of UT
of J&K.
Additional Commis-

) _ Department. shall ensure befitting . Shahnawaz Ah Shah aign. sioner State Taxes
National Unity Week The meeting had celebrations of the cletlevt\)/raasflczjr;s(.:ided that Taxes Department, Dr. State Taxes officers, po?ﬁcers and officials of ~ emphasised on impor-
and Rashtriya Ekta 6 adbare discus-  Meri Maati Mera Desh articioation of PRIs as Rashmi Singh, today  |nspectors, Sub-inspec-  State Taxes department ~ tance of Enforcement
Diwas-2023 celebra- sions on the details P P visited Enforcement activities in GST and its

tions, Commissioner
Secretary General
Administration Depart-
ment, Sanjeev Verma,
today chaired a high
level meeting to review
arrangements for the
celebrations.

of events planned to
be organized for the
celebrations within
broad contours of the
program notified by
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs. It was
emphasized that the

Campaign as well as
National Unity week
and the UT Foundation
Day at the UT, Divi-
sional, District, Block
and Panchayat level.
Instructions for orga-
nizing march pasts
by the J&K Police

well as persons from
all sections of society
including youth and
senior citizens shall be
ensured to impart syn-
ergy for celebration of
the events with zeal
and enthusiasm.

The Divisional Com-

office Lower Munda
here, where she inau-
gurated the repair and
renovation works on
office of Deputy Com-
missioner State Taxes
Enforcement South
Kashmir Lower Munda.

Additional Commis-

tors and other officials
of the department were
present on the occasion.

After the Inaugural
session, an overall
overview of infrastruc-
ture and working of the
Department was pre-
sented to the Commis-

also joined the sanita-
tion drive.

While addressing on
the occasion, Com-
missioner emphasised
upon the importance of
Swachhta and exhorted
upon the employees to
ensure that their offices

role in overall revenue
implication of the UT.
He directed the offi-
cers and officials of the
department to widen the
enforcement activities
under GST.

Following sanitation
drive, DC Enforcement

O;LZ?STV‘;:ZT%:JZSE% Divisional Commis-  and Unity Runs in all missioners were sioner State Taxes S'Egzr br. Rashmi argr_CRe:thi Singh also presented vote of thanks
tho Divicional Commie, sioners and Deputy districts were issued advised to closely Department, Kash- Singh also led a sani- impressed upon the offi- and urged all the partici-

sioners of Kashmir and
Jammu, ADGP Kash-

Commissioners in
close collaboration

along-with ensuring
celebratory programs

review the celebrations
on regular basis.

mir, Shakeel Magbool,
Deputy Commissioner
Enforcement Cen-

tation drive at Enforce-
ment office South Kash-

cials to work with much
zeal and dedication to

pants to ensure cleanli-
ness of their offices and
surroundings.

MORE FESTIVAL SPECIAL
TRAINS-2023

Secretary to Ravinder Rainal hes BJP Booth Jan S d Abhi
d :’y bl- aV].n er alna aunc es OOt an amva lyaan In order to clear extra rush of passengers, Railways have
conduct pubiic ‘ decided to run the following Deepawali / Chhath Puja
grievances JKBJP conducts Booth Jan Samvad Abhiyaan at 111 places Festival Special Express Trains as per details given below:-
RE g e e, L . 04033/04034 New Delhi - Martyr Captain Tushar (17]
redressal camp at TOP News Report ki == s Vibodh Gupta, General Secre- Mahajan - New Delhi Superfast Express Special Trips
tary J&K BJP and also Jammu & i . i .
Ramban on Oct 25 JAMMU, Oct 24: Bharatiya e Incharge for the Abhi- TR | stamons 4 [TERASIAE
RAMBAN, Oct 24: f(a”f]ta.Pa“y (BJP), d".?mg‘“ ti‘ yaan, while giving the details on | 2540 r— T -
Secretary, Revenue ashmir commenced Its 500 the Abhiyaan said that today, a 10:55 | - |Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan| --- | 22:05

and Planning, Dr.
Piyush Singla, is going
to conduct a public
grievances redressal
camp to listen and

Jana Samvad Abhiyaan under
the leadership of J&K BJP
president Ravinder Raina, while
successfully conducting 111 pro-
grammes on the first day of the

total of 111 programmes were
organized, in which the speak-
ers reached the people at
Panchayat and Ward levels to
educate them about the splen-

DATE OF RUN: 04033 from New Delhi on 27.10.2023 & 04034 from
Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan on 01.11.2023.

STOPPAGE: Sonipat, Panipat, Kamal, Kurukshetra, Ambala Cantt.,
Ludhiana, Jalandhar Cantt., Pathankot Cantt. & Jammu Tawi Stations.
ACCOMMODATION: AC-3 Tier.

resolve the public Abhiyaan. did works of development and 05656/05655 Guwahati -Ansand Vihar (T) - Guwahati ‘ 02
issues at Conference [ i [ EXPIBsSISpacial UAEE
Hall. District Admin Ravinder Raina, while welfare under Prime Minister Train No.: 05656 Train No.: 05655
is?rétiv:es rlccz:omprrelg, {Jaaunncsh::r?vatgeA;;JiPaanggtmh Narendra Modi. He said that ARR. | DEP. i Siauans T ARR. | DEP.
Ramban at 11 a.m on Patyari Panchayat )c/>f Bishnah the J&K has witnessed unprece- —-- | 05:15 Guwahati 12:30 | -
Wednesday, October dented development under Modi 15:30 | - Anand Vihar (T) - | 23:00

in Jammu and Kashmir, said
that the BJP has initiated this
Abhiyaan on the national level
to acquaint the people with the
welfare schemes, works and the
achievements of Modi govern-
ment in the last 9.5 years. He
said that today whole world is
appreciating the potential and
the power of Bharat due to the

DATE OF RUN: 05656 from Guwahati on 27.10.2023 & 05655 from
Anand Vihar (T) on 01.11.2023.

STOPPAGE: Kamakhya, Rangiya, Barpeta Road, New Bongaigaon,
Kokrajhar, New Cooch Behar, New Jalpaiguri, Kishanganj, Barsoi,
Katihar Jn., Barauni Jn., Patliputra, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn. &
Govindpurl Stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC-2 Tier, AC-3 Tier, Sleeper & General.

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table and stations enroute etc.,
passegers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways
website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

VCIGENEGELRLELEL CB www.railmadad.indi ys.gov.in [TNILECEETEGELEN R

25, 2023.

One delegation of
PRIs, Councillors from
each Block and Urban
Local Bodies of the
district along with the
general public has been
requested to reach at
venue as per sched-
ule to highlight the
issues of public interest

government especially after the
abrogation of 370 giving ben-
efits to every single resident of
J&K. He emphasized on the
improved security scenario and
the major development projects
undertaken in J&K. He said that
the selected party activists as
speakers will interact with the
public for the next three months,

i
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people to vote Modi government
to power once again in 2024 in
order to increase the pace of
development in whole nation
and especially Jammu & Kash-
mir adding the Modi government
has brought peace and prosper-

every village as well as prosper-
ity and peace everywhere. He
said that BJP has undertaken
this Abhiyaan with a target to
reach every home in all villages.

Raina said that the party will
organize ‘Choupal’ to discuss

relentless efforts of Prime Minis- all these works by BJP led ity to the J&K, which was once : - Pleaseon | ~72 NORTHERN RAILWAY &

]E)erfrorgr the lSde:?:]et?hry ter Narendra Modi. PM's efforts government with the common marred with the turmoil and rest- while apprising masses of these IU%U Azadirg Your Convenience - Our Concern

Coam?) essal during the have brought deve|opment to masses. He also appealed the lessness schemes, p0|ICGS, and achieve- Tube Mahotsav Visit us at : www.nrindianrailways.gov.in ¢
. ' ments.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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EDITORIAL

INNOVATION
AND CREATIVITY

echnology is what helps us
Tand makes our work even
easier. This is something
which is available everywhere
so that people can easily use it
whether in the form of mobile or
auto-rickshaw. When we need
something we search for it but
in today’s time, we are depen-
dent on the internet or other such
technologies and there are hardly
any people who really want to
invent something new. Today I
have discussed many aspects of
technology and how it is affecting
our creativity.

Development is good; Even it is
developing our country and tech-
nology. We all want a peaceful
life so we have invented various
types of technology. Anyway, they
are very important for us butitis
also believed that in many ways
it affects our creativity. There
is a variety of technology that
has developed over the past few
decades, and it is growing day by
day. At some places it proves to be
very helpful while to some extent
it has made people lazy

Technology has made our work
easier and as a result, people are
not willing to work hard.

When you have more than 100
options for the same job, why
would anyone work hard for
something else?

According to a description, it
has been shared that more than
3.5 billion things are searched
by people on Google every day.
Imagine that when there was no
Google, people either looked for
other alternatives or invented
new ideas on their own to com-
plete their work.

There are many types of tech-
nologies available here, some of
which help us answer our ques-
tions while some help us play
games. When there were no video
games of any kind, people used to
create new games by themselves.
This shows that technology has
influenced our creativity to a
great extent.

We cannot even think of living
without technology as it is every-
where whether you are going to
take a bath or searching for a
school for your child. It is every-
where, but it is up to us how
much we use it and how much
we can limit its use. In different
research it has been found that
mobile for small children, phone
is not a good thing, even, many
children play with the phone as a
toy. Everyone should think about
these things and come up with
their own ideas to deal with such
things.

Delhi May Need West Asia Policy Shift Amid Support for Israel

By: Bhopinder Singh

mentators would often rue
that New Delhi treated Tel
Aviv like a “mistress”: happy
to engage intimately in private
but disowned in public. They
legitimised the relationship
formally with the concurrent
opening of embassies in 1992,
but the crucial military sup-
plies from Israel to India in the
1965 and 1971 wars is one for
the spooks. Even more clan-
destine was the purported go-
ahead by Indira Gandhi in 1982
of an Osirak-style operation
(Israeli jets daringly blew up
an Iraqi nuclear reactor in 1981)
to similarly destroy Pakistan’s
nuclear facilities at Kahuta.
Last-minute intervention by
then US President Ronald
Reagan is said to have abro-
gated this India-Israel mission.
But despite such commonality
of threats and mutual under-
standing, Delhi’s support for
the Palestinians deterred nor-
malising relations with Israel.
Contrary to popular percep-
tions, India’s dichotomous
stand on Israel wasn’t just
idealism, but rooted as much
in realpolitik. With its energy
needs from West Asia at stake,
sizeable foreign exchange
remittances from the Indian
diaspora, and also over 50
invaluable votes in forums like
the United Nations -- official-
ly not recognising Israel due
to “morality” had some solid
practicalities, that remained
unstated. It was an arrange-
ment which worked well as
Israel was content to work in
the shadows, as that also meant
it knowingly compromised its
own equation with Washing-

In past decades, Israeli com-

ton, which was a firm Pakistan
ally in 1965, 1971 or even 1982
when the Kahuta operation
was murmured.

History and geography have
made Israel extremely practi-
cal, and they work along with
any country, irrespective of its
ideology, if it does not endan-
ger Israeli interests. Even today,
despite all tensions besetting
the United States and China
and Russia, the Israelis harbour
no major aversion to either and
are willing to engage with both
(Washington had to veto tech-
nology transfer to Beijing). For
all its bloody past, it had nor-
malised relations with Jordan
and Egypt long ago, and more
recently with the United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain. Talks
with Saudi Arabia behind
closed doors is the worst kept
secret and Tel Aviv is similarly
understanding of the societal
concerns implicit for the Saudi
authorities, to come out in the
open about the same immedi-
ately.

With India, Israel was always
extra-understanding. Jawa-
harlal Nehru had indulged in
grandstanding on Palestine,
but had also reached out to
Israeli Prime Minister David
Ben-Gurion after the 1962
China tensions, Ben-Gurion
had privately replied: “I am in
total agreement with the views
expressed by Your Excellency
(Nehru) that it is incumbent
upon us to do all in our power.
All states big or small must
be guaranteed of their sover-
eignty. We believe that every
possible support should be lent
to every measure contributing
towards easing of tension on
your borders so that India will
once again be able to devote

its undivided energies under
your distinguished leadership
to construction and develop-
ment”.

During the Kargil War, when
India still faced some technolo-
gy sanctions, Israel had ignored
international concerns and
expedited supplies of mortar
ammunition, laser-guided
missiles, Heron and Searcher
UAVs, etc. Since then, India
has become Israel’s biggest and
most dependable purchaser of
weapons, besides a “strategic
partner” and co-producer of
weaponry. However, all along,
India hadn’t diluted support
for a “two-state solution”, that
envisages a sovereign state
of Palestine. Admittedly, the
hypersensitivity on Palestinian
concerns had got diluted (tell-
ingly in 2015, India abstained
from voting against Israel at
UNHRC) -- though, the same
lukewarmness about the Pales-
tinian issue could also be said
about the Arab sheikhdoms
that were on a rapprochement
overdrive with Tel Aviv.

The recent attack by Hamas on
Israel led to the unprecedented
shedding of ostensible “neu-
trality” by New Delhi, which
entailed playing a mealy-
mouthed “please all” position
for some time. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s new tweet --
“We stand in solidarity with
Israel at this difficult hour”
-- is unprecedentedly one-sid-
ed, and the Palestinians have
Hamas to blame for that. While
the neighbouring sheikhdoms
have offered platitudinous
contexts to rationalise Hamas’
attacks, make no mistake, the
sheikdoms can never support
a pro-Iran militia like Hamas.
They were forced into adopt-

ing a “justifying” stance only
as a continuation of Ummah
sensibilities -- but in the deeply
sectarian divide in West Asia,
beyond the public postures, the
Arab sheikhdoms fear the Iran
and its proxies like Hezbollah,
Houthis, Hamas, etc, far more
than Tel Aviv.

New Delhi, therefore perhaps
felt empowered to take an
untraditional and overtly pro-
Israel stance for the first time.
In one dramatic stroke, Hamas
laid to waste the high ground
that the Palestinian cause
always evoked, even as the
world put it on the backburner,
as practicality had necessitated
thawing relations with Israel.
While breaking ranks with the
Hamas may not be publicly
possible for the sheikhdoms (as
yet), the widely believed intent
of disrupting the Mideast peace
plans at Iran’s behest will
afford a short rope to Hamas’
belligerence. Such intolerance
with Palestinian militias run-
ning amok had similarly back-
fired with Operation Black Sep-
tember, when the Jordanians
had attacked the PLO in 1970-
71 or when Lebanese forces
carried out the Sabra-Shatila
massacres against Palestin-
ian militias in 1982. Now even
pacifist nations like India are
reneging on “neutrality” over
the Israeli-Palestinian issue,
as Hamas has simultaneous-
ly discredited the Palestinian
position. The Middle East will
now increasingly look like the
landscape of the past and New
Delhi will have to recalibrate
its own stand in line with its
needs and, as always, there
may be a slip between the cup
and the lip. For now, it will be
Advantage Israel.

Ultimate Guide to Concentrating Effectively During NEET 2024 Preparation

A b

By: Vijay GarG

reparing for NEET 2024
Pdemands unwavering
focus and dedicated

effort. In this comprehen-
sive guide, we will explore
invaluable strategies to help
you maintain concentration
during your study sessions.
Mastering focus is not just
about locking yourself in a
room for hours; it’s a holistic
approach that involves disci-
pline, mental fortitude, and
self-care.

Create and Stick to a Well-
Structured Timetable

Creating a strategic timeta-
ble is the cornerstone of effec-
tive preparation. However,
merely making a timetable
isn’t enough; adhering to it is
crucial. Many students falter
after the initial enthusiasm
fades. Resist this temptation.
Your timetable is your road-
map; follow it diligently to
ensure you cover the entire
syllabus within the allocated
timeframe.

Embrace Minimal Breaks

While breaks are essential
for rejuvenation, it’s impera-
tive to strike a balance. Allo-
cate short breaks of 10-15
minutes strategically. Pro-
longed breaks can disrupt
your momentum, making it
challenging to regain focus.
By managing your breaks
efficiently, you can optimize
your study time, enhancing
productivity and retention.

Minimize Electronic Distrac-
tions

Electronic gadgets, though
indispensable, can be major
distractions. During your
study hours, limit their use
as much as possible. If you
must use them, allocate spe-
cific time slots, such as social
media breaks, within your
timetable. By minimizing
electronic distractions, you
create a conducive environ-
ment for deep, uninterrupted
learning.

Eliminate All Distractions

Distractions are everywhere,
especially when you're pre-
paring for a crucial exam.
Identify these distractions and
proactively distance yourself
from them. Your unwaver-
ing commitment to your goal
should drive you to create a
distraction-free study space.
Whether it’s noisy surround-
ings or tempting leisure activ-
ities, staying focused means
making conscious choices to
prioritize your studies.

Cultivate Healthy Habits:
Exercise and Meditation

Your physical and mental

well-being significantly
impacts your ability to con-
centrate. Regular exercise oxy-
genates your brain, enhancing
cognitive function and focus.
Integrate simple workouts
into your routine to keep
your body energized. Addi-
tionally, meditation offers a
myriad of benefits, including
reduced stress and improved
concentration. Dedicate a few
minutes each day to medita-
tion, calming your mind and
enhancing your focus during
study sessions.

Embrace the Power of Mind-
fulness

Mindfulness is a potent
tool for concentration. It
involves being fully pres-
ent in the moment, focusing
your attention on the task at
hand. Practice mindfulness
during your study sessions.
Engage with your study
material consciously, appre-
ciating the nuances of each
topic. By immersing yourself
completely, you enhance your
understanding and retention,
making your study sessions
more efficient.

Utilize Active Learning
Techniques

Passive reading can lead
to monotony and decreased
focus. Engage with your study
material actively. Use tech-
niques like summarization,
teaching concepts to imagi-
nary students, and solving
problems without referring
to solutions. Active learning
not only deepens your under-
standing but also keeps you

mentally stimulated, prevent-
ing boredom-induced distrac-
tions.

Seek Support and Stay Posi-
tive

Surround yourself with
a supportive network of
friends, family, or mentors
who understand the chal-
lenges you face. Discussing
your concerns and progress
with others can provide valu-
able insights and encourage-
ment. Additionally, maintain
a positive mindset. Believe
in your capabilities and stay
optimistic about your prepa-
ration. Positive thinking not
only boosts your confidence
but also enhances your abil-
ity to concentrate by reducing
anxiety and self-doubt.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the art of con-
centration is pivotal to your
NEET 2024 preparation. By
following these strategies and
adopting a holistic approach,
you can maximize your focus,
enhance your understand-
ing, and boost your confi-
dence. Remember, your jour-
ney towards success is not
just about the destination;
it’s about the transformative
process that occurs along the
way. Success will surely be
yours if you remain deter-
mined and focused.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist malout)
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Skuast K Division of Floriculture and
Landscape Architecture organises
Awareness Programme at zachaldara

for depletion of ground water

u

Top News Report

RAMGARH, Oct 24: Apni
Party Provincial President,
Jammu, and Former Minister,
S. Manjit Singh has accused
mining mafia of illegal extract-
ing natural resources that has
resulted in the depletion of
ground water level and damage
to the road infrastructure due to
the constant movement of huge
dumpers 24/7 on village roads.

Manijit Singh was addressing a
meeting in village Chak Salaria
in Ramgarh. The meeting was
organized by the District Presi-
dent Legal Cell, Samba, Adv
Sahil Bharti.

During the meeting, the par-
ticipants raised the issue of how
the mining contractors with the
alleged help of the officials in
the administration facilitated the
looting of the natural resources
especially Basantar River and
Devak River.

The loot of the natural resourc-
es continues under the nose of
the administration yet no action
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against the contractors is taken
by the authorities because they
are hand in glove with the con-
tractors (mining).

“It's because of unscientific
and illegal mining continues on
the Riverbeds of both Basantar
and Devak Rivers, the ground
water level has dropped and the
hand pumps have dried in many
villages alongside these Rivers,”
he said.

He said that the villages have
raised these issues many times,
yet the authorities are unable to

address their concern.

“The administration should
hand over the mining con-
tracts to the panchayats in their
respective villages so that natu-
ral resources can be extracted
to a limited level without harm-
ing the ground water level and
other resources,” he said.

He said that the mining mafia
has also inflated the rates of the
material more than the defined
rates approved by the authori-
ties.

“They float with defined rules,

and the authorities watch help-
lessly. We hardly see any action
against them,” he added, while
demanding that the allotment
of tenders for mining should
be given to the Panchayats to
ensure transparency and justice
with the villagers.

He also alleged that the dump-
ers ply the entire night and the
day have damaged road infra-
structure in villages.

“The roads in villages are
not capable of handling huge
loads of these big dumpers fully
loaded with material. Therefore,
they get damaged, and it affects
the normal life of the villagers in
many areas of Samba district,”
he said, seeking attention of the
administration.

He demanded that these dam-
aged roads should be repaired,
and action should be taken
against the mining contractors
operating illegally and extract-
ing material beyond the defined
limits and harassing the villag-
ers.

SSP Doda Inaugurates Chenab
Bigbash 2023 leather ball tournament
at Sports Stadium Doda

- |

Nazakat urges students
youth of India for active
participation in phase
3rd ‘Yuva Sangam’ tour

SRINAGAR, Oct
24: With an objec-
tive of reach to
unreached,Sher-e-
Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences
and Technology, Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K)’s Divi-
sion of Floriculture &
Landscape Architecture
Faculty of Horticulture,
saturday conducted
a one-day entrepre-
neurship awareness
programme on “Nurs-
ery Management of
Ornamental Crops”
Sponsored by Minis-
try of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
(MSME), Government
of India, at village Zach-
aldara district Kupwara
Kashmir

ticipants on the open-
ing function , Dr Firdous
Raina scientist KVK
Kupwara and Dr Agib
Hassan Secretary core
coordinator FPO con-
gratulated the partici-
pants and course coordi-
nator Dr Nasir Masoodi
Division of Horticulture
for successful Organis-
ing of the Awareness
programme.

Participants on the
occasion were stressed
upon to adopt scientific
practices in farming to
enhance their farm
income.

Professor Haroon R
Naik PPMO SKUAST-K
played a pivotal role in
coordinating these ini-
tiatives of MSME. The

Addressing the par-

primary objective was to
instil a sense of entre-
preneurship among the
participants, encourag-
ing them to explore the
myriad opportunities of
floriculture nursery rais-
ing quoted by Professor
Naik nodal officer of the
MSME programme.

Dr. Nasir Hamid
Masoodi gave an over-
view of the skill devel-
opment awareness pro-
gramme. He presented
comprehensive details
of the activities carried
under the training pro-
gramme.

On this occasion advo-
cate Aamir Wani,Mrs
Rubeena and Altaf
Hussain core members
appreciated the effort of
conducting training pro-
gramme.

Atharva College of Engineering gets
NAAC A+ grade accreditation

Top News Report

Top News Report

DODA, Oct 24: Today
Chenab Bigbash 2023
T20 leather tournament
2023 was inaugurated
by Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Doda
Abdul Qayoom along
with Chairman munici-
pality Doda and Maj
Sommesh 10 RR at the
Sports Stadium Doda.

The tournament aims
to promote sportsman-

ship and provide a plat-
form for young talent to
showcase their skills in
the game of cricket. A
pledge was taken by the
participants and orga-
nizers of the event. The
pledge also included
a commitment to pro-
moting a drug-free and
healthy lifestyle among
the youth of Doda as
well as fostering a sense
of unity and harmony

within the community.

The tournament will
feature teams from dif-
ferent regions of Doda
and will provide a plat-
form for young talent
to showcase their skills
in the game of cricket.
Among other officer,
EO MC Doda Yousuf ul
umer, SHO Doda , Shri
Tanveer wani, DIO Doda
Media Persons besides
other officers.

Dr Darakhshan takes stock of Urs-e-Dastgir

Sahib arrangements

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 24:
Chairperson of Jammu
& Kashmir Waqf Board
and Minister of State
Dr Syed Darakhshan
Andrabi today visited
the shrine of Peer Dast-
gir Sahib (RA) at Khan-
yar to take stock of the
arrangements in place
for pilgrims. She spoke
to the representatives
of different departments
and the people’s del-
egations at the shrine.
The Annual Urs celebra-
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tions are on at the shrine
and the Annual Urs will
be celebrated on friday.
Alarge number of devo-
tees visit the shrine for
paying obeisance and
offering prayers. Dr
Andrabi said that during
her recent meeting with
the administration and
many departmental rep-
resentatives, a roadmap
for proper arrangements
was at the shrine was
devised. “The meca-
demization of the road
is happening as decid-
ed in the meeting and

at Khanyar

other facilities are satis-
factorily in place. | have
given instructions to the
ground staff deputed
at the shrine to ensure
requisite facilities and
services to all those
visiting the shrine on
the special days”, said
Dr Andrabi while speak-
ing to media during her
visit. The people at the
shrine thanked Wagqf
Board Chairperson for
the reformative initia-
tives of the Board during
the past one and a half
years.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 24
Nazakat Choudhary,
the youngest recipient
of the Prime Minister
appreciation Award and
a distinguished del-
egate of Phase 1 Yuva
Sangam under the
Ministry of Education,
is extending a heartfelt
invitation to the youth
and students of India.
Choudhary passionately
urges young individuals
from all corners of the
country to seize the
opportunity and regis-
ter for the third phase
of Yuva Sangam. Reg-
istration is open from
October 18th to October
28th in accordance with
the Ministry of Educa-
tion’s guidelines.

Yuva Sangam, a
groundbreaking initia-
tive, is designed to offer
a wide-ranging expo-
sure to Indian culture,
traditions, tourism, tech-
nology, and facilitate
people-to-people con-
nections. The program’s
primary objective is to
provide young people
with the unique oppor-
tunity to experience the
vast diversity of India
firsthand.

Acknowledgment and
Recognition:

Nazakat Choudhary’s
exceptional contribu-
tions have earned him
acknowledgment and
recognition from distin-
guished figures, includ-
ing Hon’ble Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi,
Hon’ble Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, Manoj Sinha,
the Ministry of Educa-
tion, AICTE, and the
Government of Jammu
and Kashmir.

ATireless Advocate for
Youth Engagement:

Choudhary’s dedica-
tion to the cause doesn’t
stop at recognition; he
has become a tireless
advocate for promoting
awareness of the

Prime Minister’s ini-
tiative. In particular, he
is actively working to
involve young people
from remote areas in
various government
programs.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi himself has
expressed confidence
in Choudhary’s abilities
and encouraged him to
share his experiences
with friends and fellow
young individuals.

Nazakat Choudhary’s
commitment exempli-
fies the leadership and
inspiration that India’s
youth need to explore
the country’s rich cul-
tural heritage, traditions,
and more.

To all young individu-
als looking to embark
on this transformative
journey and gain a pro-
found understanding of
India’s diverse cultural
landscape, are encour-
aged to register for the
upcoming third phase of
Yuva Sangam.

JAMMU, Oct 24:
Atharva College of Engi-
neering (ACE) has got
National Assessment
and Accreditation Coun-
cil (NAAC) prestigious
A+ grade accreditation.

Affiliated to the Uni-
versity of Mumbai
and AICTE and DTE
approved ISO Certi-
fied ACE is commit-
ted to impart quality
education and foster a
spirit of excellence in
its students to develop
their professional abili-
ties and foster a strong
sense of responsibility.

Sunil Rane, an Execu-
tive President of Atharva
Group of Institutes said
that this remarkable
recognition is a testa-
ment to the institution’s
unwavering commit-
ment to quality educa-
tion.

He further said ACE
has become the pro-
spective destination

30 ATHARVA EDUCATIONAL TRUST'S
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in offering world class
academic excellence
with state-of-the-art
infrastructure with well-
equipped laboratories,
therefore attracting stu-
dents across the coun-
try. ACE’s KUKA Robot-
ics Training Center,
development in the field

of big data, IOT, AR/VR,
iMac Lab and Innovation
Lab have achieved the
milestone in engineering
education.

ACE is a hi-tech prom-
ising destination for
young minds to be the
best engineers of tomor-
row to serve globally,
Rane asserted.

Kavinder meets Dhirendra Krishna Shastri, discusses enormity of Hindu traditions

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 24: Kavinder
Gupta, senior BJP leader and
former deputy chief minister,
engaged in a profound meeting
with Dhirendra Krishna Shas-
tri to delve into the profound
depths of Hindu culture and its
significance.

Kavinder Gupta emphasized

the remarkable antiquity of Hin-
duism, heralding it as the oldest
of all religions, a testament to
a meticulously crafted way of
life rather than just a religious
doctrine.

During their extensive dis-
cussion, Kavinder noted that
Shastriji underscored the sci-
entific and natural exclusivity

of Hinduism, where solutions
to life’s challenges are deeply
embedded within its culture and
traditions.

The BJP leader highlighted the
unique aspect of Hinduism, stat-
ing that its daily practices are
meticulously designed to lead
individuals toward a higher
quality of life. He expressed his

belief that Hinduism stands out
not merely as a religion but as
an immaculate way of living in
harmony with nature.

Dhirendra Shastri, in a mes-
sage to the people of Jammu,
shared his thoughts and wisdom
on the significance of Hindu tra-
ditions, undoubtedly fostering a
greater appreciation for this rich
cultural heritage.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 24: On
22/10/2023 to strength-
en the Police Public
relations, to bring people
nearer to the Police for
better output in preven-
tion, detection of Crime
and to solve the prob-
lems of General Public,
a Police Public meeting
on the directions of SP
City Jammu Sh. Kulbir
Handa and and SDPO
Bakshi Nagar Jammu
Sh. Vikram Singh Ji was
held at Resham Ghar
Colony Jammu in the
jurisdiction of PS Bakshi
Nagar Jammu.

SP City Jammu Sh.

—
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Kulbir Handa , SDPO
Bakshi Nagar Jammu
Sh. Vikram Singh Ji
JKPS alongwith SHO
Rakesh Sharma chaired
the meeting, in which a
number of respectable
persons

Various public issues
and problems raised by
the participants were
discussed in the meet-
ing pertaining to differ-
ent departments. The
grievances of all the
participants were heard
patiently and they were
assured that their genu-
ine demands will be
communicated to the

Police public meeting held at
Resham Ghar Colony

concerned

Speaking on the occa-
sion, SP City Jammu
Sh. Kulbir Handa
expressed his gratitude
to the participants for
maintaining Law and
Order in the area and
made an appeal to keep
it up in future also. He
also exhorted them to
keep a strict vigil on the
activities of undesirable
elements in the area. He
said that such meetings
serve to enhance the
mutual trust between
Police and Public and
assured to continue
holding such meetings
in the future too.

On the Occasion Chair-
man Jai Shiromani Baba
Kaliveer Ji Trust Shakti
Uppal, President Shiv
Uppal, General Secre-
tary Rohit Kumar, Vijay
uppal, Om parkash mal-
hotra, papinder singh,
pawan rajput, Aakash ,
Ravi kumar, Arun kumar,
Lakhan,Amit Dhar Anil
gupta, Sahil trehan,
Rajat kumar and others
were also present.
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The Ramayana has inspired many a movie, where characters,
plots and themes have been adapted and adopted. Here's a
look at how the villain, Ravan, .|IaS galvamsed filmmakers

Vijayadashami, Dasehra,
Dasara or Dashain... based on
the epic Ramayana, this is a day
that reaffirms our belief in the
victory of ‘good over evil’. Many
Bollywood movies have been
based on the concept, but this
Dasehra here is a look at vari-
ous avatars of the eponymous
villain, Ravan, adapted by film-
makers on to the screen.

Modern twist

Adipurush was one of the
most-anticipated films of 2023,
which the director claimed was
inspired by the Ramayana.
However, National Award-win-
ning director Om Raut wasn’t
able to do justice to the topic
and fans were left a disap-
pointed lot. All it did was pro-
vide enough fodder for meme-
makers on social media! Even
during the trailer launch, many
reacted to Saif Ali Khan’s look
as Ravan and the poor VFX of
the film, which is available on
Netflix, was taken to task.

Other films that have borrowed
themes from the Ramayana
and given them a modern twist
include recent Telugu releas-
es, Ravanasura and Dasara.
Though Dasara’s director Sri-
kanth Odela named the main
characters as Dharani (played
by Nani), Vennela (Keerthy
Suresh) and Chinna Nambi
(Shine Tom Chacko), there is no
denying that these are based on
Ram, Sita and Ravan, respec-
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by Johnny Bakshi, it starred
Smita Patil, Om Puri and
Gulshan Arora. SRK-starrer
sci-fi movie Ra.One’s main
antagonist, Arjun Rampal, was
modelled after Ravan.

In 2010, director Mani Ratnam
simultaneously released
Raavan (Hindi) and Raavanan
(Tamil). The Hindi film starred
Aishwarya Rai and Abhishek
Bachchan. Actor Vikram played
a cop, Dev Pratap, deployed in
a Naxalite area whereas Bach-
chan played Beera, nicknamed
as Ravan. As the film progress-
es, it actually questions whether
the true demon lies in Beera or
Dev. Also, Beera kidnaps Ragini
(Aishwarya), who is Dev’s wife,
which is again inspired from
the Ramayana. In the Tamil
film, Raavanan, Vikram played
the character of Veera (Ravan-
inspired) whereas actor Prith-
viraj essayed Dev. In both the
films, Aishwarya played the role
of Ragini.

In the making

There has been quite a buzz
about upcoming film Sita: The
Incarnation. Directed by Alaukik

tively. Available on Netflix, the
dubbed Hindi version of the film
was also well-received by the
audiences.

On the other hand, 2023
release Ravanasura is a psy-
chological action thriller by
Sudheer Varma, adapted from
Bengali film Vinci Da (2019). It

stars Ravi Teja in the lead role
and only the title, Ravanasura,
has been stolen from the Rama-
yana. Ravi commits crime under
10 different guises just like
Ravan had 10 faces!

Old is gold

The first film on Ravan was
titted Raavan (1984). Directed

Desai, the screenplay is by Baa-
hubali creator, KV Vijayendra
Prasad, father of SS Rajamouli.
Kangana Ranaut will play the
lead role. The movie is based on
the life of Sita before her mar-
riage to Lord Ram. Waiting to
see who would play Ravan in
this one!

‘Food, yoga & seaplane’ : Kubbra
Sait’s Maldives vacation in a nutshell

Best known for her
performance as Kukoo
in the series Sacred
Games, Kubbra Sait
has shared a sneak
peek into her Maldives
vacation, and revealed
what all she did during
her serene getaway.

The actress shared
a string of photos and
videos from her Mal-
dives holidays. There
are videos of whales,
food, and sunsets. The
last picture shows the
actress in a tie-up multi-
coloured dress, while

she poses against the
picturesque backdrop
of the sea.

Kubbra captioned the
post as, “Last week
#Maldives in photos and
videos...why? Because |
never intended to make
a #Reel out of it. Yup...
too bored but what a
trip!”

“Ate decent food.
Jumped into the ocean
and swam with a whale
shark. It's different that
the scene captured by
the drone makes it look
like we were in Shambu
Water Park. Swam in
sea, pool, sea, pool,
sea - indoor pool, out-
door sea... Meditated...
Watched Manta Rays
dance... Had a fun get-
away,” she said.

The post further read,
“Flew in a seaplane #
(yeh sab kuch zyaada
ho raha hai aaj kal... |
am not complaining).
Did sexy bikini bod
mein yoga... Carried
back home the sexiest
tan.” Kubbra concluded
by saying, “Basically
now I'm back home... |
did yoga this morning...
life is good... we are on
track... how is your this
week lookers?”

On the work front, she
was recently seen in the
series The Trial: Pyaar
Kaanoon Dhokha.

Celebrities get nostalgic as they recall watching Ramleela and Ravan dahan
in their home towns

From watching Ram-
lila and Ravan dahan,
to buying new clothes
and toys, Dasehra has
a special place in our
childhood. Celebrties
share what the festival
meant to them then
and how things have
changed now.

Missing spirit

Charrul Malik

It seems like the excite-
ment of Dasehra from
our childhood has faded
away. Dasehra has
turned into just another
holiday. The memories
are so vivid, like the
burning effigy of Ravan,
and we wouldn’t return
home until the final fire-
work burst from Ravan.
We now focus more on
celebrating Diwali with
new clothes and clean-
ing the house. It’'s sad
that in Mumbai, there

are very few places
where you can witness
the burning of Ravan.

Bring it on

Aadesh Chaudhary

Indeed, the times
have changed, and now
people prefer to watch
Ramlila on TV or the
internet. When there
was no TV or mobile
phones, there was
ample time, and |, too,
participated in Ramlila
during my childhood.
In our region, the festi-
val season begins with
Navratri. | enjoy every
festival, from playing
Garba during Navratri
to lighting fireworks on
Dasehra and getting
ready for Diwali. It brings
a unique joy and excite-
ment.

Family time

Sheeba Akashdeep

Since | was not born

and brought up in India, |
did not get to act in Ram-
lila and watch Ravan
dahan. But now | have
been taking part in Ram-
lila every year. Dasehra
is an important family
occasion.

Getting nostalgic

Anupama Solanki

As a child, | used to
watch Ramlila with my
parents. Those were the
golden day. Unfortunate-
ly, we have changed but
Ramlila pattern hasn’t
changed yet. The good
thing is that still thou-
sands of people watch
Ramlilas. People enjoy
the mela and eat chaat
pakodas and other
yummy food there.

Food & fun

Shivangi Verma

Gone are the days
when people used to
watch Ramlila and

Ravan dahan. It is a
childhood thing. Delhites
enjoy all the festivals
wholeheartedly. Had
| been in Delhi, even
today | would have con-
tinued with my Dasehra
rituals. | think people
who are working con-
sider Dasehra as anoth-
er holiday. But, for me,
it's always going to be
a festival when we used
to get up in the morn-
ing and have yummy
food. We used to watch
Ravan dahan at not just
one place but multiple
places in that area!

Not just another day

Bhuvnesh Mam

Dasehra has always
been special to me. |
have never considered
it as just another holiday.
Being born and brought
up in Delhi, going to
Ramlila Maidan to watch

Ramayan and the mela
following it has been
close to my heart.

| remember watching
the burning of effigies
every single year with
my cousins and buying
the bow and arrow. | still
look forward to it.

The magic is gone

Megha Sharma

In the past, Indian fes-
tivals were celebrated
grandly, with families
and friends coming
together. | believe that
preserving the authen-
ticity of these celebra-
tions is important. |
have fond memories of
celebrating Dasehra.
| remember my mom
taking me to watch Ram-
lila performances as a
child. Her narrations of
the Ramayana made
the visuals even more
captivating. That con-

nection to our cultural
stories was enchanting,
and it made a significant
impact. Nowadays, that
magic is missing, and
the excitement is dimin-
ished.

Connecting to roots

Simple Kaul

We used to watch
Ramlila during Dasehra.
| remember as a child,
we would visit Ramlila
fairs, and there used to
be a huge crowd there.
We travelled from far
to watch the effigy of
Ravan being burnt and
then listen to the story.
I's a great way to con-
nect with our roots and
understand where we
come from. Dasehra
teaches us that good will
always triumph over evil,
and evil will eventually
be defeated.

Drashti Dhami says keeps herself
in sync with director’s vision

P
/

Drashti Dhami, who

listens to her director

will be seen reprising
her role in the Season
2 of the crime thriller
series Duranga, opens
up on the emotional
journey of her charac-
ter, and shares how she
gets into the zone, and

while doing any scene.

Duranga is an offi-
cial adaptation of the
Korean show, Flower
of Evil. New mysteries
brew and come to light
as the characters of
Gulshan Devaiah and

Amit Sadh are engaged
in an epic showdown to
reclaim their identities in
the new season.

Talking about Season
2, Drashti says, “Season
2 has a lot of twists and
turns, complex emo-
tions; it's darker and
scarier. The series is
shot well and there is a
lot of fun coming up in
Season 2.”

On her character’s
graph, the Dill Mill
Gayye fame actress
said, “l don’t really think
much while doing any
scene, | just get into the
zone, and just listen to
the director.”

“Also, what happens is
when you do Season 1
and Season 2, you are
invested in the character
emotionally. It’s just like
you keep reading and
keep going with the flow
and that’s how the jour-
ney goes,” she shared.

If there was an added
pressure to do well in
season two, Drashti
says, “Not really, | didn’t
take any pressure for
Season 2, but yes, it
was just more fun and
easier to shoot because
we just knew everyone.”

Shahid Kapoor’s next
film titled ‘Deva’, movie to

release in October 2024

Actor Shahid Kapoor on Tuesday said the title of his
upcoming action thriller film is ‘Deva’, which will hit the
screens on October 11, 2024.

Rosshan Andrrews, known for Malayalam blockbust-
ers such as ‘Salute’ and ‘Kayamkulam Kochunni’, will
direct the movie. It also stars Pooja Hegde.

Shahid shared the update about the new project,
backed by Zee Studios and Roy Kapur Films, on his
official Instagram page.

“DEVA in theatres on Dussehra 11th October 2024.
@hegdepooja @rosshanandrrews @shariq_patel
#SiddharthRoyKapur @zeestudiosofficial @RoyKa-
purFilms @zeemusiccompany @Zeecinema,” the
actor wrote on the occasion of Dussehra.

According to the makers, ‘Deva’ follows a brilliant
yet rebellious police officer investigating a high-profile
case. As he delves deeper into the case, he uncovers a
web of deceit and betrayal, leading him down a thrilling
and dangerous path.

Shahid was last seen in ‘Bloody Daddy’, an action
thriller movie. Pooja’s most recent cinematic appear-
ance was the family entertainer ‘Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki
Jaan’.

Sushmita Sen opens up on her
takeaway from her role in Aarya 3

After winning the
hearts of the audiences
in the previous sea-
sons of the crime thriller
Aarya, versatile Bolly-
wood actress Sushmita
Sen is set to reprise her
titular role in the season
three of the series, and
shared how her own
truth blends with the
character’s, creating a
captivating fusion.

Sushmita plays the
character Aarya Sareen
in the series. She has
revealed how Aarya’s
strength, imprinted
from the script’s incep-
tion, continues to fortify
her presence in season
three.

She says, “I've always
been inspired by Aarya
because of the system
the 360 — the way we
shoot, the truth of both
of them get mixed, there
has to be the truth of
Sushmita being present
and Aarya influenced by
Sushmita also.”

“The takeaway of
Aarya’s strength is
something from the
moment | read this
script, | took it with me,
and | think in season
three it's only gotten
stronger,” she added.

Created and co-
directed by the vision-
ary Ram Madhvani and
co-produced by Amita
Madhavni, Ram Mad-

hvani, Ram Madhvani
Films and Endemol
Shine India, Aarya 3 will
air on Disney+ Hotstar
from November 3.
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Rajnath performs ‘Shastra Puja’ in Tawang; lauds
troops for guarding horder with commitment

Singh has been performing “Shastra Puja” during Dussehra for the last several years, including

during his tenure as the Union Home Minister in the previous NDA government.

NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday performed
“Shastra Puja” in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Tawang and cel-
ebrated Dussehra with Army
soldiers at the strategically key
region near the frontier with
China.

Singh, accompanied by Army
Chief Gen Manoj Pande, also
carried out a comprehensive
review of India’s military pre-
paredness along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
Arunachal Pradesh and lauded
the troops for guarding the
border with “unwavering com-
mitment and unparalleled cour-
age.”

In an interaction with the
soldiers after visiting Bum-La
and a number of other forward
posts, Singh asserted that there
is no option but to bolster the
country’s security apparatus in
view of the current global sce-
nario.

The defence minister said
all efforts are being made to
strengthen the nation’s military
prowess through indigenous
production of defence equip-
ment.

“No amount of appreciation

is enough for the way you are
guarding the border in difficult
circumstances. | want to tell you
that people of the country are
proud of you,” he told the troops.

The defence minister
expressed gratitude to the sol-
diers for their “unyielding spirit,
unwavering commitment and
unparalleled courage” while
guarding the borders in tough
conditions, and ensuring that
the nation and its people are
safe.

After performing Shastra Puja
(worship of weapons) with the
troops at Tawang, he noted that
Dussehra signifies the victory of
good over evil.

In his address, he described
the “righteousness and dharma”

of the brave armed forces per-
sonnel as the living testament
to the ethos of the festival of
Vijayadashmi.

The defence minister said the
valour and commitment of the
armed forces is one of the main
reasons behind India’s rising
stature globally and that it is
now among the most powerful
nations.

Singh cited India’s success
in the economic sphere as one
of the reasons for the country’s
growing global profile.

But at the same time noted
that if the armed forces hadn’t
guarded the country’s border
effectively, then its stature would
not have risen.

The defence minister’s cel-

ebration of Dussehra with the
soldiers at the strategically
important location close to the
LAC comes at a time when India
and China have been engaged
in a bitter standoff in certain fric-
tion points in eastern Ladakh for
over three years.

Singh has been performing
“Shastra Puja” during Dusseh-
ra for the last several years,
including during his tenure as
the Union Home Minister in the
previous NDA government.

Indian and Chinese troops are
locked in an over three-year
confrontation in certain friction
points in eastern Ladakh even
as the two sides completed dis-
engagement from several areas
following extensive diplomatic
and military talks.

India has been maintaining
that its ties with China cannot
be normal unless there is peace
in the border areas.

The Army has significantly
bolstered deployment of troops
and weaponry along the nearly
3,500 km-long LAC, including
in the Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh sectors following the
eastern Ladakh standoff.

Three empty coaches of EMU derail near
Chennali, traffic affected

CHENNAI, Oct 24

the suburban EMU train

to Mysuru and Chen-

(Agencies): Three
empty coaches of an
Electric Multiple Unit
(EMU) derailed at sub-
urban Avadi here early
on Tuesday, resulting
in delayed running of a
number of passenger
services on the busy
route.

No passengers were
involved in the incident,
which happened around
5.40 am on Tuesday, the
Southern Railway said.

While four coaches
were initially said to
have derailed, Southern
Railway later clarified it
was three.

The last three coaches
of the “empty rake of

derailed at Avadi railway
station while shunting
from Avadi EMU Car
shed to the main line
at 05:40 hrs,” an official
statement said.

The suburban line
towards Chennai Cen-
tral was affected while
there was minor disrup-
tion on the express main
line owing to overhead
equipment (OHE) cable
glitch, it added.

Consequently, five
EMU trains towards
Chennai Central were
delayed and three
express trains from
here--Vande Bharat
and Shatabdi services

nai-Coimbatore Kovai
Express were regulated
near Ambattur railway
station, it said.

Saptagiri Express
(Chennai-Tirupati) and
Bengaluru-bound Brin-
davan Express and
Double Decker Express,
all originating from
Chennai Central, were
rescheduled.

“The Divisional Rail-
way Manager and his
team of senior officials
are on the spot. Res-
toration work is in full
swing and now, the main
line has been restored
to traffic and Express
trains...trains delayed/

regulated enroute have
commenced journeys.
EMU services are also
diverted to run on the
fast line.”

“The suburban line
restoration works are

in progress and traffic
will be restored in a few
hours,” the statement
added.

EMUs are used as
local passenger ser-
vices.

Restrain tongues, build bonds:
Mohan Bhagwat’s message of
amity on Dussehra

L

NEW DELHI, Oct 24
(Agencies): RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat on
Tuesday gave a clarion
call for harmony, saying
a call for friendship does
not amount to coward-
ice or surrender.

In a strong message
to the majority com-
munity, Bhagwat urged
“restraint of speech
and a conscious effort
to refrain from politically
crafted provocations”.

“We must restrain our
tongues...make friends.
Powerful people protect
the weak. They do not
indulge in hooligan-
ism. We have to avoid
provocations which are
going to increase in the
upcoming elections,”
said Bhagwat in his
Vijayadashmi address
from Nagpur.

Singer Shankar
Mahadevan was chief
guest on the occasion.
He sought an end to
radicalism saying it pro-
motes enmity.

The RSS chief also
warned against “cultur-
al Marxists and wokes”,
who, he said, “were
working against national
unity”.

“We have to stay cau-
tious of these devilish
forces,” he said, attribut-
ing the Manipur violence
to “external forces” and
asking, “Who stood to
gain from violence?
Why did the violence
erupt now?”

Calling for peace, unity
and harmony, Bhagwat
said, “A call for friend-
ship is not surrender or
cowardice. Character
is a form of strength.
Be strong and work for
amity. This is an exhor-
tation to all to recognise
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the thread of cultural
continuity and unity that
runs through our coun-
try’s vast diversity.”

He said his message
was not directed at a
particular community
but was meant for all.

To the minorities,
Bhagwat had a singular
message -- “Overcome
the mentality of victim-
hood. There is no victim
here.”

Advocating unity as the
sine qua non for India’s
global rise, Bhagwat
said those who wish for
unity cannot insist that
all problems should first
end before we think
about unity. “We will
have to work peacefully
and with restraint, with-
out getting distracted
by the sporadic events
happening here and
there,” he said.

The RSS chief added
that sections of society
will have to shed their
sense of victimhood,
stop looking at each
other with suspicion
and avoid manoeuvres
for political dominance.

“Sadly, politics only
becomes a hindrance
in such noble initiatives.
But when we call upon
the people to shed their
sense of victimhood, or
ask them to shun mutual
distrust, this is not a form
of surrender or compul-
sion,” he said, launch-
ing a scathing attack on
what he described as
negative forces.

“Some anti-social
people call themselves
cultural Marxists or
wokes. But they have
also forgotten Marx
since the 1920s. They
are opposed to all the
orderliness, prosper-

ity, rituals and restraint
in the world. A handful
of people, to exercise
control over the entire
human race, reward,
promote and propagate
anarchy and self-indul-
gence. By taking the
mediums and acade-
mies in their hands, their
working style is to make
the education, culture,
politics and social envi-
ronment of the countries
victims of confusion and
corruption. In such an
environment, fear, con-
fusion and hatred are
created through false,
contradictory and exag-
gerated circles. The
society, entangled in
mutual conflicts, trapped
in confusion and weak-
ness, and broken,
unknowingly becomes
prey to these destruc-
tive forces seeking their
own dominance every-
where. In our tradition,
this method of creating
disbelief, confusion and
mutual hatred among
the people of a nation
is called Mantra Viplav,”
the RSS chief said.

He said Mantra Viplav
could be countered with
unity and noted that the
purpose of India’s rise
has always been the
welfare of the world.

He said selfish, dis-
criminatory and deceit-
ful forces seeking their
sectarian interests are
making constant efforts
to disrupt social cohe-
sion and promote con-
flict. “They wear various
cloaks. Some of these
destructive forces call
themselves cultural
Marxists or “wokes”.
They claim to be work-
ing for some lofty
goals. Cultural Marxists
reward, promote, spread
anarchy and indiscre-
tion. Their modus-ope-
randi involves taking
control of the media
and academia, and
plunging education, cul-
ture, politics and social
environment into con-
fusion, chaos, and cor-
ruption. We have to stay
cautious about these
destructive forces.”

Retired assistant commissioner
of police jumps from multi-storey
building in Mumbal

MUMBAI, Oct 24
(Agencies): A 70-year-
old retired Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(ACP) allegedly died by
suicide by jumping from
a multi-storey building in
Matunga area of central
Mumbai, police said on
Tuesday.

The exact reason
behind the incident,
which took place on
Monday evening at
Ganga Heritage build-
ing on Deodhar Road,
is not yet known, an offi-
cial said.

Pradeep Prabhakar
Temkar retired from the
Mumbai police in 2014,
the official said, adding
that he was suffering
from depression for the
past few years and was
undergoing treatment.

Temkar ended his life

by allegedly jumping
from the seventh floor
of the building, he said.

A case of accidental
death has been regis-
tered at Matunga police
station and a probe is
under way, the official
said.

3 Junior Doctors Suspended For Thrashing
Patient’s Relatives In UP’s Meerut

MEERUT, Oct 24 (Agencies):
Three junior doctors of Lala
Lajpat Rai Memorial Medical
College here were suspended
after being booked by police for
allegedly assaulting the rela-
tives of a boy who was brought
to the hospital for treatment,
officials said on Tuesday.

The principal of the college
has also constituted an inquiry
committee to probe the matter.

The incident took place on
Monday night when the five-
year-old child, Kunal, was
brought to the hospital after he
injured one of his hands. It was
alleged that four to five junior
doctors thrashed the family

members of the boy, Circle Offi-
cer Arvind Kumar told agency,
quoting the police complaint.
According to the complaint, the
child was crying as he was in
pain so the relatives asked the
doctors to give him “proper treat-
ment”. This enraged the doc-
tors and an argument ensued
between the two sides follow-

ing which, the family members,
including women, were alleg-
edly thrashed, police said.

When police reached the spot,
the accused doctors fled, they
said.

Kumar said the incident is
being investigated and a case
under sections 147(rioting),
323 (voluntarily causing hurt),
504 (intentional insult) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code has been
registered against the unidenti-
fied doctors based on the com-
plaint filed by the family mem-
bers.

Giving details about the inci-
dent, LLRM College Principal

Dr R C Gupta said the child had
injured his thumb and the doc-
tors were taking photographs to
check the depth of the wound.

However, the family members
snatched the mobile phone
with which the photographs
were being taken and asked
the doctors to treat the child. An
argument ensued and soon a
fight broke out between the two
sides, he said.

Taking cognizance of a video
of the incident that is circulat-
ing on social media, three junior
doctors have been suspended
and an inquiry committee has
been formed to probe the inci-
dent, Gupta said.

Unregistered madrasas in Muzaffarnagar to be penalised

Rs 10,000 per day: UP education department

MUZAFFARNAGAR
(UP), Oct 24 (Agencies):
Uttar Pradesh’s basic
education department
has issued a notice stat-
ing that madrasas found
operating in this district
without registration will
have to pay a penalty of
Rs 10,000 per day.

The notice was issued
by an officer of the basic
education department to
over a dozen madrasas
operating without proper
registration and they
were asked to produce
relevant documents.

According to offi-
cials, there are about

24,000 madrasas in
Uttar Pradesh, of which
16,000 are recognised
and 8,000 unrecog-
nised.

The madrasas which
have been issued notic-
es have been asked to
produce their relevant
documents within three
days of receiving the
order or face action
according to the rules.

“If the madrasas are
found operating without
recognition, they will
be fined Rs 10,000 per
day,” the notice read.

Muzaffarnagar Basic
Shiksha Adhikari (BSA)

Shubham Shukla said
the district minor-
ity department has
informed his office that
more than a hundred
madrasas being run
here do not have reg-
istration or recognition
in the district and are
functioning against the
norms.

Taking strong excep-
tion to the notice served
to madrasas, the Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind, an organ-
isation of Indian Mus-
lims, called the educa-
tion department’s order
“unlawful”.

Maulana Zakir Husain,

= killed as SUV rams into bus in
Tamil Nadu

secretary of the Uttar
Pradesh unit of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind, said the
madrasas in the state
are “being harassed
by serving them illegal
notices only to target a
particular community”.

“The madrasas are
providing free of cost
education to the stu-
dents, they will not be
able to pay the fine of Rs
10,000 per day,” Husain
said.

Meanwhile, accord-
ing to a senior official in
Lucknow, about 4,000
madrasas in the state
are under the scanner

for receiving foreign
funds.

The state government
has set up a three-mem-
ber special investigation
team (SIT) to investigate
4,000 madrasas, most of
them run along the Indo-
Nepal border, which
are allegedly receiving
funds from abroad, the
official said.

The SIT will examine if
the money received by
them was used in any
illegal activities, such
as terrorism or forcible
religious conversion, the
official added.
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TIRUVANNAMALAI Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): Seven men, including five work-
ers belonging to Assam, were killed
when the SUV in which they were
travelling collided head on with a state
government bus near Chengam in the
district, police said on Tuesday.

The accident occurred when the
SUV carrying 11 people, mostly work-
ers, was proceeding to Krishnagiri.
It rammed into the Tamil Nadu State
Transport Corporation bus coming

here from Bengaluru on the Tindiva-

namalai.

nam-Krishnagiri national highway on
Monday night, police said.

Seven workers, among the 11 travel-
ling in the SUV, were killed on the spot,
while the injured have been admitted
to the Government Hospital, Tiruvan-

The deceased have been identified
as Bhinmal Tirth, Kuncha Rai, Dallu,
Nicholas and Narayan Sethi, from
Assam, and Punith Kumar, the driver,
and Kamaraj, from Krishnagiri district.
They were all workers at a factory near
Hosur and were returning after a visit to
Puducherry on Ayudha puja day.

The passengers of the TNSTC bus
and the crew, as well, however, were
not injured, police said.

A case has been registered.
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Hamas releases 2 more hostages from captivity in Gaza

The 2 elderh

TEL AVIV, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): Amid the ongoing Israel-
Hamas war, the terrorist group
on Tuesday released two more
hostages, The Times of Israel
reported, adding that they were
identified as Nurit Cooper and
Yocheved Lifshitz.

According to the report, a
military helicopter ferrying the
two freed hostages landed on
the roof of Ichilov Hospital in
Tel Aviv.

Citing a nurse at the Ichilov
Hospital, The Times of Israel
reported that Cooper and Lif-
shitz appeared to be in good
health after arriving at the Israeli
Medical Centre, directly upon
their release from Hamas cap-
tivity in Gaza.

The two elderly hostages had
an emotional reunion with their
families, the nurse told The
Times of Israel.

Both the freed hostages were

on medication that they may not

have received during their two
weeks of captivity.

The nurse said the hospital
authorities would come to a
better understanding of their
condition in the morning, The
Times of Israel reported.

Earlier, Hamas’s Qassam Bri-
gades published a video show-
ing the two hostages being

handed over to members of the

International Red Cross.

In the video, the two women,
wearing identical purple robes,
walk unsteadily holding the
hands of masked gunmen,
who also offer them snacks
and drinks. Both appear terri-
fied through much of the foot-
age, according to The Times of
Israel.

US National Security Advi-
sor Jake Sullivan posted on X
that Washington welcomes the
release of these hostages and
is continuing to work for the
release of the remaining hos-
tages, believed to be numbering
over 200.

Earlier, two American hos-
tages, identified as Judith Tai
Raanan and her 17-year-old
daughter Natali Raanan, were
released by Hamas, CNN
reported, adding that both were
from Chicago.

According to their family mem-
bers, they had been visiting
some relatives in Nahal Oz, a
farming community in southern
Israel, and were released on
“humanitarian grounds” due to
the mother’s poor health.

They were released following
negotiations involving Qatar and
Hamas, according to CNN.

Moscow destroys 3 Ukrainian unmanned boats

off Crimea: Russia’s defence ministry

MOSCOW, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): Russian naval forces
destroyed three uncrewed
Ukraine-launched boats in the
northern part of the Black Sea
off the Crimean Peninsula, Rus-
sia’s defence ministry said on
Tuesday.

“Anti-sabotage missiles and
bombs hit the area where the
unmanned boats were detect-
ed,” the ministry said on the
Telegram messaging app.

It added that an anti-mining

and an “anti-sabotage” opera-
tion was being carried out off
Sevastopol port, which is home
to Russia’s Black Sea Fleet.

It was not immediately clear
whether the incident caused any
casualties or damage.

Ukraine has intensified its
attacks on Crimea since mid-
summer, trying to undermine
Russia’s efforts in the 20-month-
long war. Russia seized and
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula in 2014.

In September, Kyiv said it
damaged two naval vessels
and struck Sevastopol’s port
infrastructure in what appeared
to be the biggest attack of the
war there.

The Kremlin uses Sevastopol
and the Black See Fleet to proj-
ect power into the Middle East
and Mediterranean and - during
the war in Ukraine - to impose a
de facto blockade on Ukraine’s
seaborne food exports via the
Turkish straits.

‘Enough. Israel shouldn’t get
unrestricted authorisation to

kill’: Q tar’s e
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DOHA, Oct 24 (Agen-

cies): Qatar’s ruling
emir has said that Israel
should not be given “a
green light for uncon-
ditional Killing”. This
was Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani’s first
public statement since
Qatar started making
efforts to bring about
a ceasefire and medi-
ate between Israel and
Hamas.

“We say enough...,”
the emir said during his
annual speech to open
the Gulf Arab state’s
advisory Shura council,
Reuters reported.

He further said that
Qatar calls for a “seri-
ous regional and inter-
national stance” against
the dangerous escala-
tion of the war, which
“threatens the security
of the region and the
world”.

“We do not accept
double standards and
acting like the lives of
Palestinian children

mir

aren’t accounted for, as
if they don’t have faces
or names,” Reuters
quoted him as saying.

This comes close on
the heels of Israel’'s
fresh warning to Hamas
about “unrelenting
attacks”. The Israeli
Defence Forces (IDF)
said that it will bring the
Hamas terrorist group to
a “state of full disman-
tling - its leaders, its
military branch, and its
working mechanisms”.

“That is why we are
striking, and eliminat-
ing high ranking com-
manders and members,
destroying infrastruc-
ture, and acting with
great determination,”
IDF Chief of the General
Staff said in a new video
posted on X (formerly
Twitter).

While world leaders
have come out in sup-
port of Israel since the
country came under
Hamas attack on Octo-
ber 7, they have now

asked Israeli forces
to delay their ground
offensive lest civilian
casualties keep mount-
ing. The leaders of the
US, Canada, France,
Germany, ltaly and
the United Kingdom
on Sunday reiterated
their support for Israel,
but urged the country
to adhere to interna-
tional humanitarian
law and protect civil-
ians. US President Joe
Biden also told Israeli
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu that
henceforth, there will
be a “continued flow” of
humanitarian aid to the
Gaza Strip.

Israel has been strik-
ing Gaza with relentless
rocket strikes in retalia-
tion for Hamas’s Octo-
ber 7 attack, in which
the terrorist group killed
1,400 Israelis and took
more than 200 hos-
tages. More than 6,000
people, with over 4,500
in Palestine alone, have
been killed in the war so
far.

Hamas, meanwhile,
has released four
hostages - two Ameri-
cans were the first to
be released, and on
Monday, the terror-
ist group released two
Israeli hostages. They
have cited ‘humani-
tarian grounds’ to be
the reason behind the
release.

Need to eliminate Hamas once

and for all, says Indian American

Congressman Thanedar

WASHINGTON, Oct 24 (Agencies):
Describing Hamas as a barbaric ter-
rorist organisation, an Indian American
Congressman has said there is a need
to eliminate the terror outfit.

The Palestinian militant group Hamas,
launched a barrage of rocket attacks
in Southern Israel on October 7. The
unprecedented assault triggered retal-
iatory strikes from the Israel Defence
Forces.

“Hamas is not a militant organisa-
tion. Hamas is not a resistance move-
ment. They are just barbaric terrorists.
There’s no other way to describe it,”
Shri Thanedar told a group of eminent
Indian-Americans at the US Capitol Hill.

“This is a time where we just can’t just
push them. Because they will regroup
and come back and do these atrocities
once again. That's what they will do.
So, we need at this stage to eliminate
them; eliminate them from the face of
this earth,” he said at an event organ-
ised by HinduACTion here in support
of Israel.

“We need to dismantle their military
operations. We need to free the Pales-
tinian people, the two million Palestinian
people who live in Gaza. They need to
be freed from these terrorist control of
Gaza,” he said.

In a joint declaration, members of vari-
ous faiths who attended the event urged
the US Congress to develop compre-
hensive policies to enhance and guar-

antee the safety and security of Hindus,
Sikhs, Jews, Hazara and Yezidi com-
munities on college campuses.

The declaration urged the US Con-
gress to strengthen laws to protect
Jewish staff and students against rising
anti-Semitism on American campuses.
It also appealed to the Congress to rec-
ognise Hinduphobia, formulate laws to
counter growing anti-Hindu bigotry and

targeted Hinduphobia.

Thanedar, who recently formed the
Congressional Caucus for Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains, said that
there are increasing instances of Hindu-

phobia in the country.

BEIJING, Oct 24
(Agencies): China’s for-
eign minister has told
his Israeli counterpart
that all countries have
a right to self-defence,
but they must protect
civilians and abide by
international law, Beijing
said Tuesday.

Wang Yi made the
comments in a call on
Monday with Israeli For-
eign Minister Eli Cohen,
the first between them
since the start of the
Israel-Hamas war.

Hamas militants
stormed into Israel from
the Gaza Strip on Octo-
ber 7, and killed at least
1,400 people, mostly
who were shot or burnt
to death on the first day
of the raid, according to
Israeli officials.

Israel says around
1,500 Hamas fighters
were killed in clashes
before its army regained
control of the area under
attack.

More than 5,000 Pal-
estinians, mainly civil-
ians, have been killed
across the Gaza Strip in
relentless Israeli bom-
bardments in retaliation
for the attacks, accord-

ing to the latest toll
from Gaza’s Hamas-run
health ministry.

In his talks with Cohen,
Wang said China was
deeply concerned about
the “ongoing escalation
of the conflict”.

“All countries have the
right to self-defence, but
they should abide by
international humani-
tarian law and protect
the safety of civilians,”
Wang said.

“The most pressing
task now is to prevent
the situation from esca-
lating further and from
leading to a more seri-
ous humanitarian disas-
ter.”

Wang had already said
on October 14 that Isra-
el’'s actions had gone

“beyond the scope of
self-defence” and called
then for Israel to stop its
“collective punishment”
of people in Gaza.

Washington has said it
hopes China’s relation-
ship with Hamas backer
Iran could help calm
the conflict, particularly
after Beijing brokered a
detente between Tehran
and its long-time foe
Saudi Arabia this year.

On the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict, China has
historically been sympa-
thetic to the Palestinians
and backed a two-state
solution.

In his talks with Cohen,
Wang reiterated Bei-
jing’s longstanding posi-
tion, saying that China
“sincerely hopes that

the Palestine issue will
be resolved in a com-
prehensive and just
manner... and that the
legitimate security con-
cerns of all parties will
be resolved in a genuine
and thorough manner”.

Also on Monday, Wang
spoke with his Palestin-
ian Authority (PA) coun-
terpart, Riyad al-Maliki,
telling him Beijing
“deeply expresses its
sympathy with the Pal-
estinian side”.

The PA, which Maliki
represents, was meant
to be a first step towards
an independent Pales-
tinian state.

But it has little authority
over the West Bank and
none over Gaza, where
it was violently ousted

China’s foreign minister tells Israel civilians
must be protected

by Hamas in 2007.

“What the people of
Gaza need most at
present is security and
food and medicine, not
war and weapons and
ammunition,” Wang told
Maliki.

“What the Gaza Strip
needs most is efforts to
stop the war and pro-
mote peace, not geopo-
litical calculations,” he
said.

“The Chinese side has
always campaigned for
a ceasefire and an end
to violence, and has
called for a return to
peace.”

China’s Middle East
envoy Zhai Jun is in the
region this week, a visit
that Beijing has said is
aimed at “cooling down”
the war.

Speaking at an Egypt-
hosted “summit for
peace” on Saturday,
Zhai called for an “imme-
diate ceasefire and an
end to the fighting as
quickly as possible”.

So far, he has also vis-
ited Qatar -- which hosts
a Hamas political office
-- and the United Arab
Emirates.

Pakistan successfully conducts training

launch of Ghauri Weapon System

ISLAMABAD, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): Pakistan on Tuesday suc-
cessfully conducted a training
launch of the Ghauri Weapon
System, according to a statement
by the army, a week after holding
the flight test of the ballistic missile
Ababeel Weapon System.

The purpose of the launch is
“aimed at testing the operational
and technical readiness of Army
Strategic Forces Command
(ASFC),” the statement said.

The launch was witnessed by
Commander ASFC, senior officers
from the strategic forces, scien-
tists, and engineers of the strategic
organisation.

The Commander of the ASFC
also appreciated the scientists
and engineers for their contribu-
tions towards the enhancement of
Pakistan’s strategic capability, the
statement said.

> -

Tuesday’s training launch of the
Ghauri Weapon System took place
days after the US imposed sanc-
tions on three Chinese companies
for supplying missile-applicable
items for Pakistan’s ballistic mis-
sile programme.

China, an all-weather ally of Paki-
stan, has been the main supplier
of arms and defence equipment to
Islamabad’s military modernisation
programme.

President Arif Alvi, Interim Prime
Minister Anwaar ul Haq Kakar and
Services Chiefs congratulated the
participating troops, scientists, and
engineers on the successful con-
duct of the training launch.

Earlier on October 18, Pakistan
had successfully conducted the
flight test of the Ababeel Weapon
System to further strengthen its
deterrence. That test of the bal-
listic missile system, a statement
by the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) - the media wing of
the army had said, was aimed
at “re-validating various design,
technical parameters, and perfor-
mance evaluation of different sub-
systems.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin suffers

heart attack, found lying on floor: Reports

MOSCOW, Oct 24 (Agencies):
Russian President Vladimir Putin
reportedly suffered a heart attack
and was “resuscitated” after col-
lapsing in his bedroom in Moscow,
reports the mirror.co.uk.

As per the website, Putin, as per
a statement posted on a Telegram
channel, is “terminally ill”.

The channel — General SVR —
suggested all recent appearances
by the Russian dictator, including
foreign visits, have been carried
out by a body double or doubles.

It claimed that doctors had to
resuscitate Putin before taking
him to a special intensive care
facility located within his official
residence.

“Doctors performed resuscita-
tion, having previously deter-
mined that the president was in
cardiac arrest,” reported the chan-
nel. “Help was provided on time,

[ b~

the heart was started and Putin
regained consciousness.”

There was no immediate
response from the Kremlin to the
claim but officials have previously
strongly denied Putin, 71, suffers
from health problems.

The post on General SVR —which

claimed, without having ever pro-
vided any proof, to have an inside
source on his entourage — contin-
ued: “At about 21.05 Moscow time,
security officers of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, who were on
duty at the residence, heard noise
and sounds of falling coming from
the president’'s bedroom.

Two security officers immediately
followed into the president’s bed-
room and saw Putin lying on the
floor next to the bed and an over-
turned table with food and drinks.

The channel alleged that “the
president was moved to a specially
equipped room in his residence,
where the necessary medical
equipment for resuscitation had
already been installed”, adding
that the president’s condition was
“stabilised” and he is “under con-
stant medical supervision”.
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NEW DELHI, Oct 24
(Agencies): Chief Jus-
tice of India D Y Chan-
drachud has said that
fashioning entirely a
“new legislative regime”
to allow same-sex mar-
riages falls under the
domain of Parliament
and striking down pro-
visions of the Spe-
cial Marriage Act for it
would have amounted to
coming out with a pre-
scription “worse than
the disease itself”.

The observations on
recent same-sex mar-
riages verdict and other
key aspects of Indian
judiciary were made by
the CJl in the 3rd Com-
parative Constitutional
Law discussion co-host-
ed by the Georgetown
University Law Center,
Washington and the
Society for Democratic
Rights (SDR), New
Delhi, on the topic -
‘Perspectives from the
Supreme Courts of India
and the United States’.

Justice Chandra-
chud, who is in the US,
referred to the Special
Marriage Act and said
it was a secular law to

deal with the marriage of
heterosexuals belonging
from different religions
and holding some of its
provisions for not allow-
ing same-sex marriages
would not have been the
perfect thing.

“It was argued that the
Special Marriage Act is
discriminatory because
it applies only to hetero-
sexual couples. Now, if
the Court were to strike
down that legislation, the
consequence would be
as | said, in my judge-
ment, it would amount to
going back to the posi-
tion as it obtained even
before independence,
which was that there
was no legislation at all
for people belonging to
different faiths to get
married.

“So striking down the
legislation... would not
be adequate and would
have been like coming
out with a prescription
which is worse than the
disease itself,” the CJI
said on Monday.

So one of the key
questions was, does
the court have the juris-
diction to essentially get

into this domain and to
mandate that there is a
right to marry under the
Indian Constitution, the
CJl said.

“By a unanimous ver-
dict of all the five judges
on the bench, we came
to the conclusion that
while we have pro-
gressed a great deal in
terms of decriminalising
homosexuality, and rec-
ognising people belong-
ing to the queer com-
munity, as equal partici-
pants in our society. But
legislating on the right
to marry is something
which falls within the
domain of Parliament,
and we couldn’t by judi-
cial decisions, lay down
the law and venture into
a very complex area
which is not just confined
to marriage, but which
goes into other areas
like marriage adoption,
succession, inheritance
tax,” he said.

On October 17, a
five-judge Constitu-
tion bench headed by
the CJI unanimously
refused to accord legal
recognition to same-sex
marriage, saying there

was “no unqualified
right” to marriage.

However, the CJI and
Justice S K Kaul were in
minority on the issues of
right to form civil union
and right of adoption of
queer couples.

The CJI spoke can-
didly about him being
in minority in the same-
sex marriage judge-
ments rendered by four
judges of the Constitu-
tion bench.

He said the CJls have
been in minority on rare
occasions.

“But there are 13 signif-
icant cases in our history
where the Chief Justice
has been in a minority.
And, | do believe, some-
times it is a vote of con-

science and a vote of the
Constitution and | stand
by what | said,” the CJI
said.

“Therefore, we said
that, well, it's time for
Parliament to act. Apart
from that, that’'s where |
got into a minority. | said,
though we cannot there-
fore entrench into the
domain of Parliament.
Nonetheless, there
were sufficient founda-
tion principles in our
Constitution, to allow for
recognition of same sex
unions in terms of civil
unions,” he elaborated.

“Three of my col-
leagues, another col-
league joined me in
this, but three of my col-
leagues felt that to rec-

ognise a right of form-
ing unions was again
beyond the judicial
domain, and that it must
be left to Parliament,” he
said.

On the fundamental
issue as to whether
same sex couples
should have the right to
form binding unions and
cohabit traditional rela-
tionships, three of my
colleagues, though they
recognised that they do
have the right, said, “we
cannot elevate this to a
constitutional right”, the
CJl said.

“The other area in
which | was in a minor-
ity was whether same
sex couples have the
right to adopt... | said
that well, same sex
couples, queer couples
have the right to adopt
a child because under
Indian law, a single indi-
vidual can adopt a child,
a woman can adopt a
child. So, | said if they
are together, there is no
reason to deny them the
right to adopt the child
merely because they are

in a queer relationship,”
he said.

“So on the broader
aspect, there was a una-
nimity, but on the right to
form unions and adop-
tions, | was in a minority
of two as against three
of my colleagues,” the
CJl said.

He also referred to the
2018 by judgement and
said that the top court
had decriminalised
same sex consensual
relations between adults
of the same gender or
Sex.

“And that was impor-
tant in itself. But that was
not the end of the evolu-
tion of LGBTQ rights in
India. And, we have this
clutch of petitions which
came up before us for
hearing where same
sex couples chose to
espouse their right to
marry under the Indian
Constitution,” he said.

He dealt with the Spe-
cial Marriage Act of 1955
and said it was enacted
to allow the heterosex-
ual couples belonging
to different faiths to get

married under a secular
law.

“Because prior to this
legislation, there was
no other choice except
for one of the couples
to convert to another
religion, but this gave
a secular option where
you could continue with
your faith and yet get
married under the law,”
he said.

He also talked about
social and constitutional
morality and said, “To
my mind what a judge
decides while interpret-
ing the Constitution is a
sense of constitutional
morality, and constitution
morality is something
which is grounded in
the fundamental values
of the Constitution.”

The CJI and Associ-
ate Justice of the United
States Supreme Court
Stephen Breyer spoke
at the occasion and the
conversation was mod-
erated by William M Tre-
anor, Dean & Executive
Vice President, George-
town University Law
Center.

JKBJP remembers Prem Nath Dogra on his birth anniversary

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 24: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Jammu
& Kashmir remembered Pt.
Prem Nath Dogra on his birth
anniversary in a programme
organized by BJP District
Jammu at Pt. Prem Nath
Dogra Chowk, Jammu.

J&K BJP president Ravin-
der Raina accompanied by
general secretary (Org.)
Ashok Koul, MP Jugal
Kishore Sharma, former Min-
ister Sat Sharma, and other
party leaders garlanded the
statue of Sher-e-Duggar,
besides paying rich tributes
to him on the occasion.

Ravinder Raina, while
addressing on the occasion
termed Dogra a great leader
and said he was instrumen-
tal in leading Praja Parishad
and Ek Pradhan, Ek Vidhan,
Ek Nishan agitation, which
ultimately culminated into
success. He added that Pt ji
served the people with pure
heart earlier and dedicated
his whole life for total inte-
gration of J&K with the rest
of India. He said that Pt. Ji's
credentials are unmatched
and he gave true representa-
tion to the masses of Jammu
& Kashmir.

Ashok Koul said that Pt. Ji
depicted life of high-grade

values and spirits. He led
the struggle of "Ek Vidhan,
Ek Nishan, Ek Pradhan”
very strongly as a result of
which the separate post of
Prime Minister was abol-
ished in J&K and now due to
dedicated leadership of BJP
under PM Modi, mission has
been completed with total
integration of the erstwhile
J&K State with India.

Jugal Kishore Sharma nar-
rated the achievements of
late Pt. Prem Nath Dogra
and described him a tall-
est leader of his time in the
State who led famous Praja
Parishad Movement for total
integration of J&K with India.

Sat Sharma appealed the
workers to follow the path
of Late Panditji and main-
tain high standards of life by
serving people and nation
selflessly.

District President Parmod
Kapahi presented the vote
of thanks.

BJP Vice-President Aseem
Gupta, Ayodhya Gupta,
Sanjita Dogra, Chander
Mohan Sharma, Dr. Pard-
eep Mahotra, Sanjay Baru,
Keshav Chopra, Parveen
Kerni, Raman Sharma,
Kuldeep Kandhari, Rajesh
Gupta, Jeet Angral, and
others also paid tributes to
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra on the
occasion.
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Centre constitute tri-
hunal to review hanon
Shahir Shah’s JKDFP

government’s standing counsel in the
Delhi High Court for several years, where
he represented the Central government in
a wide range of litigation.

He also appeared for the Central Gov-
ernment in the Supreme Court and before
various Tribunals established under the
UAPA before being designated as a Senior
Advocate by the Delhi High Court in August
2014.

Fulfill assurances of
ASHA workers, says
Tarigami

for many years but to no avail, thus com-
pelling them to resort to strikes and dhar-
nas,” Tarigami said in a statement.

He also said that union leaders apprised
senior officers of the NHM about their long-
pending legitimate demands, and these
officers assured them that their demands
for an enhancement of incentives would be
recommended to the Union Health Ministry.

“They also assured them about an
increase of Rs. 1000 in their assured
incentive, as well as an increase in the
uniform allowance up to Rs. 3200 and Rs.
150 for desk duty,” he said and added that
with these assurances, the ASHA work-
ers’ union suspended their protests for the
time being.

“It is learned that the Health Department
submitted these proposals to the Union
Health Ministry, and the government has,
in principle, agreed. As such, it is expected
that the assurances will be implemented
from the next financial year,” he said.

He also said the Anganwadi workers,
helpers, and ICDS Supervisors working
under ICDS have not received wages and
salaries for the past several months.

These employees and workers have to
feed their families and are working hard,
but they are not paid their wages on time,
he added.

Sri Lankan Cahinet

The Cabinet approved free entry to travel-
lers from India, China, Russia, Malaysia,
Japan, Indonesia, and Thailand with imme-
diate effect.

Tourists from these countries will be able
to obtain visas when visiting Sri Lanka,
without a fee.

India is traditionally Sri Lanka’s top
inbound tourism market.

In the September arrival figures, India
topped with over 30,000 arrivals or 26 per
cent with Chinese tourists trailing at over
8,000 arrivals as the second largest group.

Tourist arrivals to the island had slumped
since the 2019 Easter Sunday bombings
that left 270 persons, including 11 Indians,
dead and over 500 injured.

Sri Lanka, which has been grappling with
unprecedented economic turmoil since
its independence from Britain in 1948, is
also facing political unrest with protesters
demanding President Rajapaksa’s resig-
nation.

The economic crisis has prompted an
acute shortage of essential items like food,
medicine, cooking gas and other fuel, toilet
paper and even matches, with Sri Lankans
for months being forced to wait in lines
lasting hours outside stores to buy fuel and
cooking gas.

TS Wazir Murder Case |
Delhi HC stays order dis-

charges

filed. Accused Khalsa was forwarded
for trial through a second supplementary
charge sheet.

Accused Sudarshan has been forwarded
for trial by way of a third supplementary
charge sheet. In the third supplementary
charge sheet, it is stated that sufficient evi-
dence has come against Harmeet, Khalsa,
Rajinder, Balbir and Sudarshan.

However, the investigation against Har-
jinder Singh Raina and Jagpal Singh is still

continuing, the court noted.

As per the complaint, on receipt of infor-
mation about the foul smell emanating
from a flat situated on the second floor of a
building in Basai Darapur, the police of PS
Moti Nagar reached the spot to check. The
said flat was under the tenancy of accused
Khalsa and owned by Kulbhushan who
opened the flat with his own keys.

Ablood-stained mattress was found lying
in one of the rooms. In one of the bath-
rooms, a body with a face covered with
the help of black polythene and cloth was
found, the complaint said.

In the meanwhile, complainant Bhupend-
er Singh reached there and identified the
deceased as his brother Trilochan.

Delhi Police had registered an FIR on the
statement of Bhupender Singh. He stated
that his brother Trilochan was a resident
of Jammu and a well-known person. His
family was residing in Canada.

Bhupender Singh had alleged that
accused Harmeet and Khalsa used to visit
his brother. His brother was scheduled to
leave Canada on September 2, 2021, and
he accordingly reached the flat of Khalsa.

He also talked to the wife of the deceased
on September 3, 2021, who informed him
that Trilochan did not board the flight on
September 2, and his flight had been
rescheduled for September 3.

Singh further said he also talked to his
nephew Karan, who informed him that
he had already talked with Khalsa, who
informed him that he left Trilochan inside
IGI Airport, but forgot his phone, which
remained with Khalsa. When he inquired
again with Karan, he informed that Khalsa
told him Trilochan had been quarantined in
Frankfurt, Germany.

The complainant further stated that he
made inquiries on his own and came to
know that Trilochan did not even reach the
immigration at IGI Airport and thus, there
was no question of boarding the flight.

He further stated that on September 8,
2021, he was present along with Ranijit
Singh

Nalwa, a friend of Trilochan. Nalwa tele-
phoned Khalsa and inquired about Trilo-
chan and Khalsa informed him that he
along with Harmeet had killed Trilochan.

Nalwa told him about the said fact
and he accordingly reached Delhi. After

making inquiries from the police station,
he reached the flat.

He alleged that his brother Trilochan had
been killed by Khalsa and Harmeet. He
also alleged that Sudarshan and Surender
Singh Kala had previous enmity with the
deceased who also previously extended
threats to kill Trilochan and they are behind
the killing of Trilochan.

He further stated that there exists a con-
spiracy hatched by Sudershan and Suren-
der Singh Kala, behind the death of his
brother Trilochan, the complaint said.

JKHC Issues show cause
notice to three Jammu
lawyers

the lawyers, it states that certain mem-
bers of the Jammu and Kashmir High Court
Bar Association in Jammu are against the
relocation of the High Court from Janipur
to Raipur. The notice also mentions that
the lawyer is alleged to have made state-
ments that could be considered as scan-
dalous and damaging to the reputation of
the judiciary.

The notice states that before any further
action is taken in this matter, the individuals
are required to provide a written explana-
tion of their position on or before October
25, 2023.

Lawyers in Jammu have strongly opposed
the relocation of the High Court, and this
issue has stirred significant controversy.
Additionally, environmental activists have
also expressed their disapproval of the
move, claiming that the project will lead to
the cutting down of approximately 38,000
trees.

According to the available information,
the project is anticipated to be finished
within a year and a half. It has secured a
‘No Objection Certificate’ (NOC) from the
department of wildlife and forests, and the
National Green Tribunal has issued rulings
in favor of the project.

However, Jammu-based lawyers are
concerned that this move will significantly
impact their work, particularly those law-
yers who have established their practices
in Janipur for the past 30-40 years.

The Jammu bench of the High Court was
initially situated in the Mubarak Mandi com-

plex in Jammu until the 1990s. In 1994,
it was relocated to Janipur. Apart from
the High Court, the Janipur premises
also house the district court complex, the
Advocate General’s office, and the Judicial
Academy. This provides additional context
regarding the historical location and chang-
es in the Jammu bench of the High Court.

Accident victim
awarded Rs 2.22-crore
relief

date due to the accident. He was earning
Rs 27 lakh per annum at the company.

The truck driver and the owner denied the
allegations. The insurance company said
the truck driver did not have valid docu-
ments.

oldest dog, dies in Portu-
gal aged 31

“We knew that when he opened his eyes,
my parents wouldn’t be able to bury him,”
Costa told Reuters earlier this year.

Prior to his death, Bobi still loved walks
but had become less adventurous. His fur
was thinning, his eyesight had worsened
and he needed to rest more than he used
to.

Guinness World Records previously
described Bobi’'s story as “miraculous”
and said on Monday that “he will be sorely
missed”.

More than 100 people showed up at his
31st birthday party in May, it added.

PCJ condoles death
of Pooja Raina wife of
senior photo journalist
Raman Raina

The Management Committee members
present on the occasion were Dinesh Man-
hotra, Secretary General, Zorawar Singh
Jamwal, Vice President, Channi Anand,
Finance Secretary; and Nishikant Khajuria,
Dinesh Mahajan, Vishal Bharti, Deepak
Khajuria, Ajay Meenia, Kunal Shrivatsa and
Govind Chauhan.
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India to surpass Japan to hecome third largest
economy hy 2030: S&P Glohal

After two years of rapid economic growth in 2021 and 2022, the Indian economy has

continued to show sustained strong growth during the 2023 calendar year

NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): India, the world’s fifth
largest economy in the world,
is likely to overtake Japan to
become the world’s third-larg-
est economy with a GDP of
USD 7.3 trillion by 2030, S&P
Global Market Intelligence said
in its latest issue of PMI.

After two years of rapid eco-
nomic growth in 2021 and 2022,
the Indian economy has contin-
ued to show sustained strong
growth during the 2023 calen-
dar year.

India’s gross domestic product
(GDP) is expected to grow 6.2-
6.3 per cent in the fiscal year
ending in March 2024, being the
fastest-growing major economy
this fiscal year. Asia’s third-larg-
est economy grew by a stellar
7.8 per cent in the April-dJune
quarter.

“The near-term economic
outlook is for continued rapid
expansion during the remain-

der of 2023 and for 2024,
underpinned by strong growth in
domestic demand,” S&P Global
said.

The acceleration of foreign
direct investment inflows into
India over the past decade
reflects the favourable long-term
growth outlook for the Indian
economy, helped by a youth-

ful demographic profile and
rapidly rising urban household
incomes.

“India’s nominal GDP mea-
sured in USD terms is forecast
to rise from USD 3.5 ftrillion in
2022 to USD 7.3 trillion by 2030.
This rapid pace of economic
expansion would result in the
size of the Indian GDP exceed-

ing Japanese GDP by 2030,
making India the second larg-
est economy in the Asia-Pacific
region,” it said.

By 2022, the size of the Indian
GDP had already become larger
than the GDP of the UK and also
France. By 2030, India’s GDP
is also forecast to surpass Ger-
many.

The US at present is the
world’s largest economy with
a GDP of USD 25.5 trillion.
It makes up for a quarter of
the world’s GDP. China is the
second largest economy with a
GDP size of about USD 18 tril-
lion, which is almost 17.9 per
cent of the world GDP. Japan is
a distant third with USD 4.2 tril-
lion GDP, followed by Germany
with USD 4 trillion GDP.

S&P Global said the long-term
outlook for the Indian economy
is supported by a number of key
growth drivers.

Suzuki confirms plans to double
India production capacity by 2030

NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (Agencies):
India’s largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki
will double its production capacity to
4 min vehicles per year in the next six
years from around 2.25 min at present,
the company’s parent, Japan-based
Suzuki Motor Corporation said at an
investor event in its home country. This
confirms source-based media reports
that the company plans to double its
production by 2030.

At present, it has a production capac-
ity of around 1.5 million at its two units
in Haryana — one at Manesar and the
other at Gurgaon.

In addition, Suzuki Japan operates
a plant in Gujarat that has the capac-
ity to produce nearly 750,000 units.
Suzuki Motor Co recently said it plans
to transfer this plant to Maruti Suzuki to
simply the management of the Indian
operations.

Moreover, Maruti Suzuki is in the pro-
cess of putting up its third plant in Hary-
ana at Kharkhoda. This will be its larg-
est plant, with a production capacity of
1 million units, and is scheduled to start
operations in the next financial year.

In its presentation, Suzuki Motor Co
also said it will create an extra capac-
ity of 1 million units per year by 2030,
without revealing any details.

Demand Issues

Meanwhile, Maruti Suzuki is yet to fully

utilize its existing production capacity of
2.25 min in India.

For example, last financial year, it pro-
duced only 1.91 million vehicles at its
three plants, and in the first half of this
year, it has produced 9.8 lakh units

This is primarily because of lack of
demand, as some of the core models
for Maruti Suzuki — such as Alto — are
seeing low demand from customers,
even as SUV models such as Brezza,
continue to do well. Due to a shift in the
market towards SUVs, and away from
hatchbacks, Maruti Suzuki has seen a
fall in its market share in the country
over the last four years.

It had a market share of close to 50%
in 2018, which has fallen to around 42%
now.

However, with increased focus on
SUVs, the company has been able
to improve its market share in recent
months, and has emerged as India’s
biggest maker of SUVs.

In the presentation made in Japan,
Suzuki said its aim is to recapture the
50% market share milestone by 2030,
by when it expects to be selling 3 million
vehicles out of the total 6 million that will
be sold in India.

Key to its strategy will be the launch of
its first battery-powered electric vehicle
by next financial year, and plans to have
at least 6 such models out by 2030.

BYJU’s CFO Ajay Goel quits
after audit, Nitin Golani gets
additional charge of India CFO

NEW DELHI, Oct 24
(Agencies): Educational
technology company
BYJU’S Chief Financial
Officer Ajay Goel has
quit after completing
the audit process for the
financial year 2022 and
will return to Vedanta,
the company said in a
statement.

The edtech major has
roped in industry vet-
eran Pradip Kanakia as
the senior advisor, and
President (Finance)
Nitin Golani has been
given additional respon-
sibility as India’s Chief
Finance Officer (CFO)
to handle the finance
function of the com-
pany.

“I thank the found-
ers and colleagues at
BYJU’S for helping me

assemble the FY’22
audit in three months. |
appreciate the support
received during a short
but impactful stint at
BYJU’S,” Goel said.

He will transition after
completing the formali-

ties of the financial year
(FY) 2022 audit, the
statement said.

The company is await-
ing certain approvals
to file its long-pending
financial results for
FY2022.

Al at par with docs for
cancer diagnoses, not at

™
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(Agencies): Artificial
intelligence-(Al) based
cancer diagnosis is
as accurate as those
made by doctors, but is
inferior when it comes
to treatment decisions,
according to a study.

In the study published
by The Lancet Digital
Health, researchers
compared the accuracy
in diagnosis and therapy
recommendation of skin
cancer using two differ-
ent algorithms in smart-
phone applications with
that of doctors.

The results show that
the Al application gen-
erally performs well in
diagnosis. However,
doctors were clearly
superior when it came
to treatment decisions.

The research team
from Medical Univer-
sity of Vienna in Austria
tested the Al application
under realistic clinical
conditions in two skin
cancer centres.

LONDON, Oct 24

treatment decisions: Study

The prospective study
consisted of two sce-
narios, with Al being
used in scenario A for
changes suspicious
of skin cancer and in
scenario B for patients
with many moles. The
Al-assisted application
was compared in both
cases with both medical
experts and less experi-
enced physicians.

In scenario A, 172
suspicious pigment-
ed lesions (of which
84 were malignant)
were examined in 124
patients; in scenario B,
the research team ana-
lysed 5,696 pigmented
lesions (of which 18
were malignant) in 66
patients. Two different
Al-based smartphone
applications were used:
a novel 7-class Al algo-
rithm and an ISIC algo-
rithm already used in
retrospective prelimi-
nary studies.

In scenario A, the
7-class Al algorithm

showed equivalent
diagnostic accura-
cy compared to the
experts while it was
significantly superior
to the less experienced
physicians. The ISIC
algorithm, on the other
hand, performed signifi-
cantly worse compared
to experts, but better
than the inexperienced
users.

In terms of treatment
decisions, the 7-class
algorithm was signifi-
cantly inferior to the
experts but superior
to the inexperienced
users.

The results suggest
that an Al-assisted
smartphone application
for skin cancer diagno-
sis makes similarly good
diagnostic decisions as
experts in a real clinical
scenario. When it came
to treatment decisions,
however, the experts
were superior to the Al.

“The Al application
tends to remove more
benign lesions in the
treatment recommenda-
tion than experts would.
If you take this into
account, the Al appli-
cation can certainly be
used. It should also be
borne in mind that if it
is used uncritically, too
many false-positive
findings would have to
be clarified,” said der-
matologist Harald Kittler
from the varsity.

India will see largest energy demand growth:
International Energy Agency

NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): India’'s demand for elec-
tricity for running household
air conditioners is estimated to
expand nine-fold by 2050 and
will exceed total power con-
sumption in the whole of Africa
today, the International Energy
Agency (IEA) said on Tuesday.

In its latest World Energy
Outlook, the IEA said India will
see the largest energy demand
growth of any country or region
in the world over the next three
decades.

It projected India’s energy
supply to rise from 42 exajoules
(EJ) in 2022 to 53.7 EJ in 2030
and 73 EJ in 2050 under stated
policy scenarios, and 47.6 EJ by
2030 and 60.3 EJ by 2050 as
per announced pledges.

Oil demand is seen rising from
5.2 million barrels per day (bpd)
in 2022 to 6.8 million bpd in
2030 and 7.8 million bpd in 2050
under the stated policy scenario.
Under the announced pledges,
this demand is seeks 6.2 million
bpd in 2030 and 4.7 million bpd
in 2050.

The IEA said over the past five
decades, India has witnessed
over 700 heatwave events,
which have claimed over 17,000
lives. Fuelled by its geographic
and meteorological conditions,
air conditioner ownership in
India has been steadily rising
with growing incomes, tripling
since 2010 to reach 24 units per
100 households.

“The impact of cooling needs
on electricity consumption is
already clear,” the Paris-based
agency said.

“Electricity demand is sensitive
to temperatures, and in India’s
case there is a sharp increase in
demand as temperatures cross
the 25-degree Celsius thresh-

old..

Electricity consumption due to
space cooling increased 21 per
cent between 2019 and 2022,
and today nearly 10 per cent of
electricity demand comes from
space cooling requirements.

“Household air condition-
er ownership is estimated
to expand ninefold by 2050
across the IEA scenarios, out-
pacing the growth in ownership
of every other major house-
hold appliance including televi-
sions, refrigerators and washing
machines,” it said.

“Residential electricity demand
from cooling has increased
ninefold in the Stated Policies
Scenario (STEPS) by 2050..

IEA said by 2050, “India’s total
electricity demand from residen-
tial air conditioners in STEPS
exceeds the total electricity con-
sumption in the whole of Africa
today..

In the Announced Pledges
Scenario (APS), however, elec-
tricity demand for air condition-
ersis nearly 15 per cent lower in
2050 as itis in the STEPS as a
result of increased use of ener-
gy-efficient air conditioners and
thermal insulation in buildings.
“This reduction itself is larger
than the total electricity genera-
tion by several countries today,
such as that of the Netherlands”.

The growth in ownership and
use of air conditioners and other
cooling equipment is one of the
key drivers of the increase in
peak electricity demand in India.

In STEPS, peak electricity
demand rose around 60 per
cent from the 2022 level to 2030
and cooling accounts for nearly
half of this increase.

In the APS, however, the
implementation of building
codes, the use of more efficient

appliances and the adoption of
demand response measures
enable the same cooling needs
to be met with less energy. This
reduces peak electricity demand
growth by nearly one-quarter
compared to STEPS. Given that
the electricity system is sized to
meet peak demand, lower peak
demand helps to lower electrici-
ty investment needs and system
costs.

Although solar PV matches
well with daytime cooling needs,
cooling demand is also signifi-
cant in India during the late eve-
ning and at night.

“Lowering cooling demand
through energy efficiency poli-
cies therefore reduces the need
for investment in batteries or
expensive standby generation
capacity, and thus helps to inte-
grate renewables more cost
effectively,” the IEA said.

The IEA said India is moving
into a dynamic new phase in its
energy development marked by
a long-term net zero emissions
ambition, increased regulatory
sophistication, a focus on clean
energy deployment, and the cre-
ation of domestic clean energy
technology supply chains.

Recognising the potential to
transform its energy sector and
reduce the import burden of
fossil fuels while reducing CO2
emissions, India has announced
a net zero emissions target by
2070, and has put in place poli-
cies to scale up clean energy
supply and clean technology
manufacturing.

“While clean energy invest-
ment in India more than doubles
in STEPS by 2030 from around
USD 60 billion in 2022, invest-
ment needs to nearly triple by
the end of this decade to be
on a trajectory to meet its net

zero emissions target, which is
reflected in the APS,” it said.

Although India’s population
growth has slowed to reach
replacement levels, its urban
population has increased by 74
per cent and per capita income
has tripled by 2050. Industrial
output expands rapidly, for
example through a tripling of
output of iron and steel, and
doubling of cement, plus there
is a ninefold increase in residen-
tial air conditioner ownership by
2050.

“As a result, demand for oil and
natural gas increases in STEPS
by nearly 70 per cent between
2022 and 2050, while coal
demand increases by 10 per
cent, even as solar PV makes
inroads into electricity genera-
tion. As a result, India’s annual
CO2 emissions still rise nearly
30 per cent by 2050, which is
one of the largest increases in
the world,” the outlook said.

In the APS, the increase in
clean energy investment chang-
es the outlook. In STEPS, solar
provides nearly 45 per cent of
total generated power by 2050;
in the APS, it crosses 50 per
cent. In both the STEPS and
APS, India achieves its target
of 50 per cent non-fossil power
generation capacity by 2030.

Clean energy investment in
the APS, over and above that in
the STEPS, also drives faster
growth in electromobility, low-
emissions hydrogen, grid,,
expansion and other clean
energy infrastructure.

“As a result, India’s annual
CO2 emissions fall sharply in
the APS by over 40 per cent
from current levels by 2050,
even though its GDP quadru-
ples over this period,” it added.

Riding e-bikes may help adults manage diabetes,
says study

‘Capacity to ride a bike comfortably with less physical exertion than a normal bike, as well as the

ability to go further, quicker, and on hillier terrain,

LONDON, Oct 24
(Agencies): Electric
bicycles have been
identified as a type
of moderate-intensity
exercise that may aid
in the prevention and
treatment of type 2 dia-
betes, a new study has
found.

The study, published
in the journal Frontiers,
said that engaging in
e-cycling was perceived
as an easier way of
managing diabetes than
diet or other types of
exercise, largely due to
the enjoyment of riding.

“Physical activity (PA)
is a key component in
the management of type
2 diabetes.

vl

However, this popula-
tion have low rates of
PA engagement. Elec-
trically assisted cycling
has been identified as

a means to increase PA
by incorporating activ-
ity into daily life while
overcoming some of
the barriers to conven-

tional cycling,” the study
authors said.

According to the study,
both men and women
believed that riding an
e-bike had a favourable
influence on a range of
health outcomes, includ-
ing enhanced mental
health, increased fit-
ness, and diabetes
control—through signifi-
cant decreases in blood
sugar levels.

The capacity to ride
a bike comfortably with
less physical exertion
than a normal bike, as
well as the ability to go
further, quicker, and
on hillier terrain, pro-
vided enjoyment. High
degrees of satisfaction

also tended to increase
the sample’s e-cycling
habit.

The majority of partici-
pants also claimed that
e-bike training improved
their perceived compe-
tence to ride an e-bike
over time.

In addition, the study
identified obstacles to
e-bike riding, with users
most typically identify-
ing physical opportunity
limitations, including
cycling infrastructure,
parking facilities and
traffic, time and weather
constraints, e-bike spe-
cific issues, along with
weight and size of the
bike and cost, and per-
sonal health issues.
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Gutsy Afghanistan slay Pakistan hy 8 wickets as
Bahar and Co. stare at elimination

This was Afghanistan’s second upset win of the tournament after their shock victory over

CHENNAI, Oct 24 (Agen-
cies): A spirited Afghanistan
team continued its giant-killing
spree to literally push Pakistan
on the brink of elimination with
a eight-wicket victory in a World
Cup game.

On a challenging Chepauk
track, a target of 283 was cer-
tainly not the easiest of chases
but Kolkata Knight Riders’ Rah-
manullah Gurbaz (65 off 53
balls) teed off in style while his
partner Ibrahim Zadran (87 off
113 balls) dropped anchor at the
other end in an opening stand
of 130 which laid the perfect
platform.

While experience is worth its
weight in gold in these kind of
games, Afghanistan did well
enough to chase down the
target in 49 overs, exposing the
frailties of Pakistan bowling unit
which just didn’t turn up on the
day.

Having lost seven ODlIs
against Pakistan, Afghanistan
was missing out on that finish-
ing touches which was required
and all the four batters did play
their parts to perfection in what
was their highest run-chase in
history of 50 over format.

This is Afghanistan’s second
win after beating defending
champions England in New
Delhi and with four points are
now placed sixth in mid-table
muddle.

Pakistan, for time being, stay
put on fifth place but after a hat-
trick of defeats, another loss
against South Africa later this
week, will in all likelihood shut
the knock-out doors for the 1992
champions.

Seasoned Rahmat Shah (77
not out off 84 balls), whose
straight six down the ground
off Hasan Ali was a visual treat,
showed admirable situational
awareness even as Pakistan
bowlers did put pressure on him
during the second phase of the
chase. He repeated the same
shot off the same bowler to put

defending champions England

Afghanistan within sniffing dis-
tance of victory.

He got good support from skip-
per Hashmatullah Shahidi (48
not out, 45 balls), who reverse
swept an off-colour Shadab
Khan against the turn during
crucial juncture which spoke vol-
umes about his temperament.

The duo added 96 runs for the
third wicket in some of the most
difficult batting conditions. The
sense of happiness and elation
after hitting the winning bound-
ary was there for everyone to
see.

The 21,000 odd sporting crowd
at Chepauk also gave the team
a nice standing ovation.

The match that was played
on the same track as the India
versus Australia game had both
grip and turn on offer but 282 for
7 by Pakistan was by no means
a poor effort if one takes quality
spin bowling unit that Afghani-
stan possesses.

If spin is Afghanistan’s
strength, it is certainly Pakistan’s
biggest weakness as bowlers of
Shadab (0/49 in 8 overs) and
Usama Mir’s (0/55 in 8 overs)
quality don’t win World Cups.

In Indian domestic cricket,
there are better wrist spinners
than these two and one of the
best in the world, Yuzvendra
Chahal hasn’t got a look-in in
this Indian team.

When Afghanistan started

chase, Gurbaz, who hit nine
fours and a six, wasn’t over-
awed by Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Hasan or Haris Rauf.

The Pakistanis bowled too
many boundaries in the first 15
overs as Gurbaz took the likes
of Rauf and leg-spinner Usama
Mir to the cleaners and also hit
off-spinner Iftikhar Ahmed for his
only six.

Strong on the off-side, Gurbaz
repeatedly peppered the point
and backward point region as
Pakistani bowlers bowled short
and wide outside the off-stump.

In one Rauf over, eighth of
the innings, Gurbaz got four
boundaries and save the last
one, which was a streaky inside
edge, three were cuts or slashes
through point region.

Pakistan’s fielding was rubbish
to say the least as most fielders
tried putting blame on others in
full public view, including skipper
Babar Azam, who lost his cool
after failing to stop overthrows.

Earlier Babar struck a com-
posed half-century before useful
cameos by lower-order batters
guided Pakistan to a reasonably
good total if one takes the track
into account.

Opener Abdullah Shafique
made 58 off 75 balls and Babar
got 74 off 92 balls, but had it not
been for the efforts of Iftikhar
Ahmed and the returning
Shadab Khan, Pakistan would

have finished with far less than
what they eventually achieved.

While Iftikhar smashed his
way to a 27-ball 40, Shadab
contributed a breezy 40 in 38
deliveries.

Expecting a slow pitch, the
Afghans moved in with four spin-
ners. However, the track turned
out to be better than expected.

The Pakistani openers
Shafique and Imam-ul-Haq (17)
began on a cautious note and
managed a 56-run stand. While
they brought up the side’s 50 by
the eighth over, Shafique was
targeting pacer Naveen-ul-Haq.

Also, spinner Mujeeb Ur
Rahman was expensive in the
first 10 overs of the powerplay.
The first delivery of the second
powerplay saw the Afghans
earn the first breakthrough,
with Imam falling to speedster
Azmatullah Omarzai off a short
ball.

Nevertheless, the Men in
Green barely panicked as
Shafique joined forces with skip-
per Babar and put up a 54-run
partnership for the second
wicket.

At this point, spinners Moham-
mad Nabi and Rashid Kahn
operated in tandem to keep
things under control, not allow-
ing the two batters in the middle
to free their arms.

In the meantime, Shafique
brought up his third ODI half-
century, while Babar looked to
mix aggression with caution.

Noor Ahmad was the most
successful Afghan bowler with
figures of 3/49 while Naveen-ul-
Hagq chipped in with 2/52.

Brief Scores:

Pakistan: 282 for 7 in 50 overs
(Babar Azam 74, Abdullah
Shafique 58; Noor Ahmad 3/49,
Naveen-ul-Haq 2/52).

Afghanistan: 286 for 2 in 49
overs (lbrahim Zadran 87, Rah-
manullah Gurbaz 65, Rahmat
Shah 77 not out; Hasan Ali
1/44).

CHENNAI, Oct 24
(Agencies): On the brink
of elimination from the
World Cup after their
shock defeat to Afghani-
stan, Pakistan captain
Babar Azam said his
players showed lack of
attitude while fielding
and they need extra
effort in that department
of the game.

The eight-wicket loss
on Monday was Paki-
stan’s third defeat on
the trot after starting the
tournament with back-
to-back wins.

The stunning defeat lit-
erally pushed Pakistan
on the brink of elimina-
tion as they will need to
win all their remaining
four matches to be sure
of a semi-final berth.

Against Afghanistan,
Babar’'s men were
sloppy in fielding, espe-
cially at the boundary
and in conceding a
couple of overthrows.
He blamed it on the
lack of attitude from his
players.

“Whenever you do
fielding, it is only with
attitude. And | don’t see

any attitude from the
team. You need to put
in extra effort and be
fit,” Babar said at the
post-match press con-
ference.

“You should focus on
the ball, not on other
thoughts, and when the
ball comes, as a fielder,
you have to be proac-
tive. So, | think we are
lagging a little bit as a
fielding unit.”

Pakistan play South
Africa here on Friday
and that will be a
make-or-break match
for them. Babar said
his team needs a new
approach in the remain-
ing matches.

“We will have to go
with a different plan, a
different mindset, we
will try to bring a posi-
tive vibe in the team,”
said the captain.

“I' hope we learn
from this loss (against
Afghanistan). It will hurt
us a lot. We will try to
talk about positive
things.

“But, we will also talk
about the things we did
not do well. How we

I don’t see any attitude from
team while fielding: Pakistan
captain Babar Azam

Against Afghanistan, Babar’s men were sloppy in

fielding, especially at the boundary and in conceding a
couple of overthrows

will do it in the future.
Because every match
is with a different team.”

Babar admitted that
his team has been
sloppy in one depart-
ment of the game or
the other.

“Sometimes, we do
well in bowling, (but)
we don’t do well in bat-
ting. When we do well in
batting, we don’tdo itin
fielding.”

Pakistan pace bowling
attack is rated as one of
the best in the world but
it has failed to live up to
the expectations in this
tournament, leaking
runs easily.

Babar admitted that
the absence of pacer
Naseem Shah has hurt
the team a lot.

“We are missing
Naseem a lot. But apart
from that, our bowling
lineup is one of the best.
But, | think we are not
able to click.”

He said there is noth-
ing to lose for the side
and they will give their
best in the remaining
matches.

Asked if the team was
facing a dip in confi-
dence after losing to
arch-rivals Indian in
their third match, Azam
said, “No, | don’t think
so. It’s not like that. We
have seen in Australia’s
match, we had scored
almost three hundred.

“In bowling, we started
badly, but we finished
up well. But | don’t think
we have anything to
lose. Every team is a
new match, and we try
to give our best.”

Bishan Singh Bedi: Legendary

Markram says South Africa looking to replicate

spinner, tough taskmaster &
heart of gold

CHANDIGARH, Oct
24 (Agencies): Bedi
Paaji was a class apart
— God does not create
men like him anymore.
The man had a heart
of gold. Exploits in
cricket aside, Paaji was
an avid reader and he
conversed in impecca-
ble English, which not
many of us would per-
haps easily understand.
A multi-faceted figure,
his loss is irreparable.
He will forever stay
in our hearts, be it for
his acumen as a spin
bowler or his contribu-
tion to cricket off the
field.

He did for our cricket,
for the cricketers from
the North, is phenom-
enal. Be it Chetan
Chauhan, Surinder
Amarnath, Mohinder
Amarnath, Surender
Khanna, all would
vouch for the fact that
he made us realise the
need to beat Mumbai,
the serial Ranji Trophy
winners, if we had any
ambition of playing for
the country.

He turned us into a
fighting unit. Kapil Dev
and Yashpal Sharma,
the only ones in the
North Zone team who
were not from Delhi,
also owed him big. In
fact, Bedi Paaji cap-
tained Kapil in his first
tour of Pakistan in 1978.
He was a hard taskmas-
ter, but also loved you
more than your parents
did and was magnani-
mous. | remember |
had scored a century
in the 1979-80 Raniji
Trophy finals against
Mumbai, where | went

from 82 to a 100 with
three sixes and we won
it on account of the first
innings lead. | walked
into the dressing room
and Bedi Paaji opened
his kitbag, asking me to
take my pick. | chose a
Gray-Nicolls bat and a
pair of Patrick shoes.
Those were prized pos-
sessions back in the
day. We used to have
Firefly shoes that would
get worn out very soon
and there was this man,
who was happy to help
us out.

He would spend on us
from own pocket and
personally visit injured
players to check on
them.

He led from the front
and fought for us. He
would take on the
authorities if we were
put up in rat-infested
rooms and would object
to the team getting pak-
oras after practice, for
he wanted us to have
boiled eggs, and fruits
for vegetarian players.

And then he had no
qualms in telling us off if
we performed poorly. Be
it Mohinder Amarnath
or anyone else, it never
mattered to him. If you
had done well on the

field, his go-to phrase
was “have a glassy”
(beer).

My first interaction with
him happened when
we had just returned
to Delhi from the Vizzy
Trophy, where | led the
team in 1978-79. As we
arrived by train, | heard
someone call out my
name, saying: “Bedi
Paaji wants to see him.”
| was in my shorts, but
had kept a blazer and
leather shoes in my bag.

| dressed to the tee
and went straight to the
dressing room, where |
saw Madan Lal in shorts
with a towel on his
shoulder. Paaji, who too
was in a towel, saw me
and said: “Kirat come
here, have a glassy”.
“Get ready, you will play
Raniji Trophy this year,”
he added, while asking
me to choose a gear
from his bag. | chose
a bat, but he picked up
another and said: “No
take this one, it's Grade
Al

The Feroz Shah Kotla,
now Arun Jaitley Stadi-
um, should have been
named after Bishan
Singh Bedi. It would
have been befitting to
the legendary spinner.

performance against England in Bangladesh match

MUMBAI, Oct 24 (Agencies):
South Africa’s stand-in captain
Aiden Markram admitted to his
side’s poor showing against
Bangladesh in recent times but
asserted that they can beat the
‘Tigers’ if they replicate their
dominant form shown during
the massive win over defend-
ing champions England.

Bangladesh have beaten
South Africa in three of the
last four ODIs between the two
teams, including a 21-run win in
the 2019 World Cup. The Tigers
are seeking to resurrect their
World Cup campaign following
three straight defeats.

“Whenever you play Bangla-
desh, it is obviously a massive
game for us. We have not done
particularly well against them
in the past, so that is extra
motivation for us to come out
and replicate what was a good
performance against England,”
Markram told the media ahead
of South Africa’s World Cup
clash against Bangladesh on
Tuesday.

“The game (against England)
was a good one for us. But you
still have to respect the fact

that it is a new game of cricket
and against opposition that has
become a really good white-ball
team. Then put them in subcon-
tinental conditions, obviously
that aids them very well as well,”
Markram added.

He said South Africa will guard
against complacency even
though they have registered
one-sided wins over England
and Sri Lanka in this World Cup.

“We have to respect that fact
(that) you can never take form
as an individual or as a team for
granted,” Markram said.

“And it is about us coming
here with positive mindsets,
taking confidence that we can
take, but understanding that we
have to replicate that all again
to hopefully get a good result,”
he added.

Asked if it's the right time
to play against Bangladesh,
Markram said nobody can guar-
antee a positive result.

“l do not think you can ever
say it is the perfect time to play
anyone. We all have seen in this
World Cup that any team can
beat any team on a given day
and if you do not respect that

fact, | think the game of cricket
can really hurt you,” Markram
said.

“Today (Tuesday) is an oppor-
tunity for us to take a bit of
confidence that we took from
England, but ultimately to try to
replicate it. That is the challenge
and that is what we are striving
towards.”

“If we bring the right attitudes
and the right intensities, we
feel we give ourselves a good
chance.”

Markram said South Africa
have had a ‘rude awakening’ in
terms of conditions experienced
here on Saturday even though
they crushed England by a mas-
sive 229 runs. “I do certainly
think our previous game here
was a bit of a rude awakening.
We always knew it was going
to be hot and humid coming to
India in general, and especially
Mumbai and places like Chen-
nai,” Markram said.

“It was quite brutal the other
night, so most of the guys have
got their feet up but there are
still one or two just ticking a few
boxes and making sure that
mentally they go into today feel-

ing ready,” he added.

Temba Bavuma missed the
clash against England and
Markram was non-committal
when asked if the regular cap-
tain will be available for the Ban-
gladesh match.

“He (Bavuma) is definitely
improving. There has not been
a final call just yet on him. |
think they are going to make
the call today (Tuesday). But
he is at least in better spirits,”
said Markram.

Heinrich Klaasen spent most
of the time sleeping and recov-
ering after his match-winning
century against England over
the last two days but Markram
hoped that the wicketkeeper-
batter would be itching to have
a go again.

Ahead of their clash against
Bangladesh, both the South Affri-
can spinners Keshav Maharaj
and Tabraiz Shamsi had a long
net session on Monday.

Nine South African players,
including Markram, Shamsi,
Maharaj, Andile Phehlukwayo,
Lizaad Williams and Bavuma,
turned up for the training ses-
sion which lasted about an hour.

Irfan Pathan dances with Rashid Khan to keep
his promise following Afghanistan’s historic
victory over Pakistan

CHENNAI, Oct 24
(Agencies): Former
Indian all-rounder Irfan
Pathan celebrated
Afghanistan’s odds-
defying victory against
Pakistan in the ongo-
ing World Cup with star
spinner Rashid Khan in
style.

Afghanistan left the
spectators in a state
of bewilderment after
registering their second
surprise victory in the

World Cup and their
first-ever win over Paki-
stan in 50-over cricket
on Monday.

The Afghanistan team
was taking a victory lap,
and Rashid spotted Irfan
who was engaged in
commentary for the host
broadcaster. Both crick-
eters saw each other,
shared a warm embrace
and danced to celebrate
their victory.

Irfan posted a video
on Instagram, “And |
full filled mine. @rashid.
khan19 told me they will
win again and | told him
| will dance again.”

Riding on a dazzling
all-round performance
in the field, Afghanistan
stunned their neigh-
bours with a thumping
eight-wicket defeat on
a sluggish Chennai sur-
face on Monday.
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KATRA, Oct 24: Media should
write ground level stories that
focus on the beneficiaries of
government schemes. This
was stated by Shri, Rajinder
Chaudhry, Additional Director
General (ADG), PIB, Northern
Region while addressing Var-
talap programme with media in
Katra district of Reasi district in
the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir today. PIB Jam-
mu’s Vartalap acts as a bridge
between the government and
media in order to reach out to
the people at grassroots. Shri
Chaudhry also urged the media
to highlight success stories of
persons who have benefited
from government schemes in
the region. At the same time, he
urged the media to use feed-
back mechanisms to bring to the
government’s notice any short-
comings in the implementation
of the schemes and develop-
ment programmes.
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Making a presentation on ‘9
Years of Seva, Sushasan and
Gharib Kalyan, the ADG said a
lot of work has been done on
the development front in J&K in
these years. He said the region
is uniquely placed as it has now
its own AIIMS, IIM, IIMC and
IIT. Talking about the Pradhan
Mantri Ayushman Bharat Mis-

sion, he said the UT of J&K has
universal healthcare coverage.
Similar achievements must be
highlighted by the media, he
called upon media persons
attending the programme.
Among the speakers at the
event were Shri Rakesh Kumar
Salgotra, Horticulture Develop-
ment Officer, Reasi, Shri Gopal

Dutt, Block Medical Officer,
Reasi and Mohd. Arif Lone,
Assistant Director, Tourism.
They shared the achievements
and programmes undertaken
by their departments in the last
nine years.

In his opening remarks, Shri
Ghulam Abbas, Joint Director,
PIB, Jammu, asked media to
carry balanced stories in their
outlets for greater credibility
among the masses. He also
appealed to the media to inform
and educate the public about
the Government of India’a wel-
fare programmes and schemes.
Mr Abbas urged the media to
avail of the Journalist Welfare
Scheme which offers financial
assistance to journalists and
their families in extreme hard-
ship.

A Question and Answer
(Q&A) session was held during
which media persons shared
the issues faced by them in the
discharge of their professional
duties.

at Pun1Chak

NHM Association Doda
condoles Sandeep Kotwal,

Anil Kumar and mother of

Dr Mohd Anzar demise’s
Top News Report

DODA, Oct 24: The
District President NHM
Employees Association
Doda Dr Nasir Masood
Indrabi today condoled
the demise of Sandeep
Kotwal (MMPHW NHM)
Kishtwar, Anil Kumar
Husband of Suman Devi
(FMPHW NHM) Thathri
Doda and beloved father
of Dr Mohd Anzer (MO
NHM) Tipri Gandoh Dis-
trict Doda, who passed
away in the recent days
due to health issues.

In his message of
condolence, Indrabi
expressed deep sorrow
and grief over the
demises. He termed the
deceased’s as a noble
souls.

On the death of
Sandeep Kotwal, NHM
employee from District
Kishtwar, the NHM
Leader added that his
untimely and sudden

death is an irreper-
able loss to the health
department in general
and NHM employees in
particular, whose dedi-
cated contributions in
the field of health sector
will be remembered for
a long time.

Calling the death as an
irreperable loss, Indrabi
said medical fraternity
has lost a gem of person
in the demise of Sand-
eep Kotwal.

Indrabi also prayed
for eternal peace to
the departed souls
and courage for the
bereaved families to
bear this irreparable
loss. “May Almighty
bless the departed souls
with the highest place in
heaven”, Indrabi added.

The NHM employees
of Doda also reiterated
that they stand in soli-
darity with the bereaved
families in this moment
of grief.

Aijaz Ahmed Khan
expresses grief over the
demise of Zubida Begum

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Oct 24: Apni
Party Vice President
and Former Minister
Aijaz Ahmed Khan has
expressed his grief and
sorrow over the demise
of Zubida Begum, resi-
dent of Gool.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Aijaz Ahmed
Khan said that the
deceased was a noble
lady and served the
society throughout her
life through the medium
of education.

He also recalled his
association with her

parental family and
remembered that the
deceased who was
daughter of famous
political activist of his

Rajveer & Sunny Nanda
leaves for 34th world speed ball
championship at TURKEY

' 34.,WORLD SPEED BALL CHAMPIONSHIP AT TURKEY

Under The Banner of
Jék Sports Speed Ball ~
Accociation
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JAMMU, Oct 24:
Rajveer Singh Stu-
dent Of Rmp School
Recently Selected For
34th World SPEED Ball
Championship Sched-
uled To Be Held At
Antalya, Turkey On 26th
Oct. 2023To 31 Oct.
2023.The Champion-
ship Will Be Organized
By International Speed
Ball Federation(FISB).
On This Occasion J&K
Sports Speed Ball
Association Organized A
Flagged Off Ceremony.

Recently he Participated
In 13th National Speed
Ball Championship At
Delhi And Got Gold
Medal In Single And
On This Behalf he Got
His Selection In 34TH
World Championship
and represent India in
two events (single and
Men doubles). Also he
Will Be The First Junior
Boy From India Who
Got His Selection In
World Championship
of speed Ball,And he
Is Still Practicing Under
The Guidelines of Chief
Coach of India Mr.Sunny

Nanda. And His Full
Expenditure (Including
Entry Fees, Travelling)
Will Be Sponsored By
J&K Sports speedball
Association . Sunny
Nanda & Rajveer singh
playing men double
open. During Flagged
Off Ceremony Mrs.
Pooja Malhotra Was
Chief Guest , Patron
of Association,Mr.
Tarun Uppal (President
JKSBA), Principal Rmps
Mr.Rakshan Mangi
Were Also Present On
This Occasion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 24: In
order to give impetus &
boost to the Party, a new
AAP office opened atPu-
niChak, Ward No.32 in
District Jammu by S.
Amrik Singh, President
Ward No. 32, on 22-10-
2023,in presence of
Senior Party leaders
namely S/Sh. Adv. Dal-
vinder Kumar Bhagat,
Kuldeep Kumar Rao,
Mehar Singh, Rajesh-
Pangotra, Adv. Sand-
eep Sharma, Dixit
Gupta,Suresh Kumar
Bhagat,Karan Attri,
Khajoor Singh , Rajesh
Chaudhary, Adv. Arvind
Kumar, with great pump
& show shouting slogans
of the Party. Other office
bearers & volunteers of
the locality present on
the occasion were S/Sh.
S. Harpal Singh, Rajvir
Singh, Karanijit Singh,
S.Gurcharan Singh,
DeepaBhagat& others.

While addressing the
Party enthusiasts and
the locals, Senior Party
leaders said that people
are generally fed up
with the false & dreamy
promises of BJP mostly
concentrated on reli-
gions, Hindu- Muslim,
Nehru- Jinnah, Sham-
shaan- Kabristaan, Pak-
istan- Mandir- Masjid
and that nothing is
said about the JUMLAs
thrown in the past. How
long will BJP keep on
fooling the masses &
youths? They ques-
tioned and reminded
that people were smartly
befooled in 2014 & 2019
Parliamentary elec-
tions also in state elec-

tions in this duration,
promising 15 lacs into
the accounts of each
house hold, doubling
the income of farmers
by ending 2022, MSP
to the benefit of farmers
, 2 crore jobs every year,
removing corruption,
decriminalization of poli-
tics, lowering prices of
Diesel, Petrol, domestic
gas, sand, Bajri, stones,
making 100 smart cities,
running of Bullet trains,
constructing 1 model vil-
lage in each constituen-
cy every year etc, They
said and added that
enough is enough now
and that all the people
can’t befooled for all the
time as the people have
seen through the game
of polarization, of all tra-
ditional Political Parties
so called the savior of
Hindus & Muslims. The
AAP leaders further
said that time has come
when all political Parties
have been compelled to
dole out Delhi Model
of welfare schemes in
the poll bound states in
times to come sensing
the mood of public who
are badly fed up with
the lies & JUMLAS of
BJP, price rise, unem-
ployment, selling of
ancestral assets to the
friendly industrialists,
corruption, acute price
hike in Diesel, Petrol &
LPG, Atta, Milk & other
kitchen items etc the
press release said and
added that almost all
people seemed angry
& disappointed over
the situation. The AAP
leaders further said that
the AAP Delhi Model
of Governance is the

AAP opens party office

only solution of all evils
in the country, which is
based on four primary
points, beneficial to all
sections of society, has
virtually brought a revo-
lution in Delhi, which is
drawing attention from
the public of all states
of the country, besides
international focus evi-
dent from the visit of
Government school in
Delhi by none else than
IVANIKA TRUMP.

They appeal the
general masses to rise
above the politics of
religion & region in the
larger interest of integra-
tion of the country and
see through the game
of divisive politics as
well as Divide & rule
policy of ruling dispen-
sation as also all tradi-
tional Political Parties
who ruled the country
as well as J&K, who
simply boast of “VIKAS”
from the roof top but in
fact, on ground, they
are sowing the seeds
of hatred, division in the
society, leading & drag-
ging the Country to a
situation of 1947 which
is highly dangerous for
the unity & integrity of
the Nation. The country
has to run on the foot
hold of its Constitution
which teaches us to
give regard to its reli-
gious sects on all costs,
they maintained, frenzy
of casteism, polariza-
tion in the name of reli-
gion will harm us than
doing any good and that
people not get mislead
and swayed by emotive
slogans and imaginary
JUMLAS, the AAP lead-
ers said.

times late Jawad Wani
has faced tough times
to serve the society

He while expressing
his grief has expressed
his solidarity with the
bereaved family mem-
bers of the deceased

Sat releases Devotional Son Album

Top News Report
JAMMU, Oct 24: A video

and prayed for the eter-
nal peace of the depart-
ed soul, and courage
to the family members
to bear this irreparable
loss.

DPAP leaders from
Raﬁabad | call on Azad

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 24:
Tasleema Akhter State
Secretary of Democratic
Progressive Azad Party
J&K UT, Senior leaders
of DPAP from Rafiabad
Baramulla, Bashir Ahmed
Sumiji Sahab, Ab Salam

Sahab Mushtaq Sahab
and Abrar Sahab met
with Hon’ble EX-Chief
Minister and Chairman
DPAP Ghulam Nabi Azad
Sahab at his Residence
and discussed various
issues of people of Rafi-
abad.

devotional song titled “Tere
Dar Te Aava Gye” was
released today at Press Club
of Jammu by Former Minister
Sat Sharma CA accompany-
ing BJP Talab Tillo Mandal
President Keshav Chopra,
Rehari Bakshi Nagar Mandal
President Atul Bakshi, Mandal
General Secretary Kushant
Daffara and others

The song “Tere Dar Te Aava
Gye” was sung by Rahul
Sharma, lyrics were given by
Rajan Bali Music composed
by Sahil Nath. The video has
been prepared by Jassam
Saab, The album song has
been released on YouTube
channel Magical Voice Rahul
Sharma.

While Addressing the audi-
ence Sat Sharma compliment-
ed and wished all the success
for the Rahul Sharma and
other young artists for their
new devotional video song and

said that the we are always
ready to support and promote
upcoming artists of J&K.
Keshav Chopra while lauding
the young talent of Jammu &

Kashmir in bringing out melo-
dious devotional song Video
Album praised the artists for
promoting the heritage of
“Dogri Culture”.

Atul Bakshi while Compli-
menting the artists said that
Jammu & Kashmir is full of
Talented and skilled artists, he
also wished them the success

for their new album.

Kapil Sudan, Shashi Digra,
Deepak Kumar, Vikas Kumar,
Ravi Raghuvanshi, Sanjeev
Kumar, Chanderkant and
others were also present.
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