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Britney Spears writes of abortion 
while dating Justin Timberlake in 
excerpts from upcoming memoir

Adani Group 
‘fleecing’ people: Rahul 

Gandhi

Targeting Gaza hospital is ‘hideous war 
massacre’ that cannot be tolerated: 

Palestinian President

J&K Govt 
forms 
committee 
to identify 
overstaying 
foreigners

JAMMU, Oct 18 
(Agencies): The 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Government has set-up 
a high-level panel to 
identify foreign nation-
als overstaying illegally 
in the Union Territory 
since January 01, 
2011.

The J&K’s Home 
department has con-
stituted a committee 
headed by the financial 
commissioner/ addi-
tional chief secretary 
Home department to 
identify foreign nation-
als illegally/ overstay-
ing in the Union Terri-
tory since January 01, 
2011.

The panel com-
prises Foreigners 
Regional Registra-
tion Officer (FRRO), 
Bureau of Immigration 
, Amritsar(Punjab); 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police, CID, Spe-
cial Branch, Jammu; 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police, CID, Spe-
cial Branch, Srinagar; 
all district SSPs/
SPs(FROs) and State 
Coordinator, IVRFT, 
NIC, J&K.

As per its terms of 
reference, the panel 
shall prepare a monthly 
report of missing for-
eigners in Jammu & 
Kashmir and submit the 
same to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs by 7th of 
every month.

MeT 
predicts 
clear, 
warmer days 
in J&K

JAMMU, Oct 18 
(Agencies): After days 
of incessant rains in 
plains and snowfall 
over upper reaches 
leading to the wintry 
conditions, the weath-
erman on Wednesday 
predicted mainly dry 
weather and “warmer” 
days till October 21.

While there were 
foggy conditions in 
plains of Kashmir valley 
and other valleys of 
J&K and partly cloudy 
at rest of the places 
in J&K this morning, 
the weather started 
to improve as the day 
progressed.

A meteorological 
department official here 
said that weather was 
going to be mainly dry 
from October 19-21. 
“The days will be 
warmer,” he said.

However, he said, 
from October 22-23, 
the weather is expect-
ed to be generally 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Oct 18: Rajiv Maha-

jan, President of Shri Raghu-
nath Ji Mandir Sewa Samiti, has 
expressed profound concern 
regarding the recent damage to 
the front portion of the revered Shri 
Ranbireshwar Ji Temple in Jammu. 

In a statement released today,  
Mahajan highlighted the urgent 
need for preserving the sanctity 
and heritage of temples in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He mentioned that 
on October 14, the Samiti con-
vened a press conference, during 
which they brought to the Govern-
ment’s attention the deplorable 
condition of several temples in the 
region. It was emphasized that the 
maintenance and upkeep of these 
sacred sites have been a matter of 
serious concern.

Mahajan pointed out that the 
unfortunate incident at the Shri 
Ranbireshwar Ji Temple might 

have been prevented if the Dharm-
arth Trust had properly maintained 
the temple premises. He under-
scored the importance of vigilance 
and regular upkeep to prevent 
such mishaps in the future.

In response to the deteriorating 
conditions of temples, Mr. Maha-
jan appealed to the Government 
to establish a dedicated Trust or 
Board, responsible for oversee-
ing and managing the various 

temples across Jammu and Kash-
mir. This move would ensure that 
these places of worship receive 
the proper care and maintenance 
they deserve and that they remain 
integral to the cultural and spiritual 
fabric of the region.

Rajiv Mahajan said that the 
trust remains committed to safe-
guarding the rich cultural and 
religious heritage of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and they look forward to 
working closely with the Govern-
ment to address these concerns 
and ensure the well-being of the 
region’s temples. 

Furthermore, Mahajan urged 
the Government to take action to 
retrieve any sold lands that belong 
to temples in Kashmir. He called 
for a thorough investigation to 
identify those responsible for sell-
ing lands associated with these 
sacred sites and insisted on the 
swift implementation of measures 
to rectify such instances.

Establish a dedicated Trust or Board for managing 
temples across J&K:  Mahajan

BARAMULLA, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Wednesday said that of 
late, narco-terrorism and 
psychological warfare 
are emerging big threats 
and police along with 
other security forces 
have to counter these 
challenges effectively.

“As technology is get-
ting advanced day by 
day, narco-terrorism 
and psychological war-
fare are emerging as 
the biggest challenges 
for us. J&K Police along 
with other security agen-
cies have to counter 
these threats effective-
ly,” LG said addressing 
the passing out parade 
of 510 new recruits at 
Sheeri area of northern 
district of Baramulla.

Showering praises on 
the J&K police for fight-
ing on multiple fronts, the 

LG said that J&K police 
is full of talent and has 
left no stone unturned to 
protect the honour and 
dignity of the UT. “In 
the last three years, the 
situation has changed a 
lot and a common man 
is living a peaceful life. 
But some subversive 
elements continue to 
play their part to disrupt 
the peace as they are 
not happy with the poor 

people living a peaceful 
life,” the LG said, adding 
that” J & K police must 
adopt a zero tolerance 
policy against these anti-
peace elements.”

He said that the police 
are fighting terror and 
terrorism on one hand 
and maintaining law 
and order on the other. 
“There are other chal-
lenges as well that 
include social crimes, 

day to day crimes and 
normal policing. I must 
say that J&K police is 
the country’s best force,” 
the LG said, adding that 
it is not easy to keep the 
balance of every pillar 
used to maintain a bal-
ance.

The LG hailed the 
police for launching 
massive Civic Action 
programs to rope 

KATRA/JAMMU, Oct 
18 (Agencies): More 
than 1.27 lakh people 
visited the Vaishno Devi 
cave shrine atop the 
Trikuta hills in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Reasi 
district in the first three 
days of the Navratra 
festival, officials said on 
Wednesday.

The shrine, located 
45 kilometres from the 
winter capital Jammu, 
has been decked up 
to receive pilgrims 
from across the coun-
try during the nine-day 
Navratra festival, which 
commenced on October 
15 and is scheduled to 
end on October 23.

“Over 1.27 lakh pilgrims 
paid their obeisance at 
the shrine during the first 
three days of the ongo-
ing Navratra festival,” 
a shrine board official 
said.

He said while around 
45,000 pilgrims vis-

ited the shrine on the 
first day of Navratra on 
Sunday, the number 
stood at 41,164 on the 
second day and 41,523 
on the third.

The officials said over 
78 lakh pilgrims have 
offered their prayers at 
the shrine since Janu-
ary this year. The high-
est number of over 
11.95 lakh pilgrims was 
recorded in June, while 
the lowest of around 
4.14 lakh was witnessed 
in February.

The pilgrimage is 
going on smoothly and 
all necessary arrange-
ments are in place, the 
official said, adding that 
new facilities such as the 
much-needed skywalk 
at an elevation of 20 feet 
above the existing track 
came as a big relief to 
the devotees.

The officials said the 
skywalk is laced with 
modern facilities like 

wooden flooring, a wait-
ing hall, seating arrange-
ments for about 150 
pilgrims, LED screens, 
resting rooms and two 
emergency exits.

The skywalk has an 
aesthetically designed 
entrance with an artis-
tically embellished por-
trayal of ‘Nav Durga’ to 
give an enriched experi-
ence for devotees, the 
officials said.

The remodelled ‘Par-
vati Bhawan’ which 
included 1,500 digital 
lockers, a waiting lounge 
and washrooms, was 
aimed at consolidating 
multiple facilities under 
one roof to curtail the 
crisscross movement of 
devotees in the Bhawan 
area and channelise the 
devotees towards the 
skywalk, the officials 
said.

They said the retrofit-
ted Parvati Bhawan is a

BARAMULLA, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Director 
General of Police (DGP) 
Dilbag Singh Wednes-
day said that at least 
43 police stations in 
J&K are being provided 
with latest gadgets and 
other facilities to root out 
remaining terrorism in 
their areas under Opera-
tion Capacity Building.

“We have started 
Operation Capacity 
Building and under this, 
we have covered 21 
police stations that have 
been strengthened and 
provided with latest gad-
gets and other facilities 
to deal with the remain-
ing terrorism,” DGP 
Singh said addressing 
the passing out cum 
attestation parade in 
Sheeri area of northern 
district of Baramulla. 
He said that 22 more 
police stations will be 

covered under the OCB 
to ensure remaining ter-
rorism is eliminated from 
their areas.

Paying rich tributes to 
1601 policemen who 
have laid down their 
lives since the past three 
decades, the DGP said 
that this year, 14000 
new policemen were 
trained of which 1800 
were trained in com-
mando training school. 
“These commandos 
have been deployed in 
various parts of the UT,” 
he said.

The DGP said that 

similarly, 2500 new cops 
have completed Cyber 
Crime Training and are 
contributing towards 
building a better soci-
ety. He said that despite 
the peaceful situation 
in Kashmir, challenges 
remain and J&K police 
are committed to face all 
challenges bravely and 
ensure peace is made a 
permanent feature,” he 
said.

He said a few days 
ago, 27 Kashmir Police 
Service (KPS) officers 
were inducted into 
Indian Police Service. 
“This is for the time that 
a record number of KPS 
officers were induct-
ed into IPS,” he said, 
adding that Promotions 
in police department

This year, Rs 62Cr 
spend on police families, 
SPO, earlier now, 

SRINAGAR, Oct 18 
(Agencies): A Kashmiri 
dermatologist, Dr Tasl-
eem Arif, has received 
prestigious award at the 
Europe’s biggest derma-
tology Congress.

He received the pres-
tigious award “Imrich 
Sarkany Non-European 
Memorial Scholarship” 
at European Academy 
of Dermatology and 
Venereology (EADV) 
Congress-2023 which 

was held in Berlin, Ger-
many, from 11-14 Octo-
ber 2023.

Dr Arif, who hails from 
Soura area of Srinagar, 
says he is the first der-
matologist from Jammu 
and Kashmir to achieve 
this feat.

He has done his medi-
cal graduation from 
Sher-e-Kashmir Insti-
tute of Medical Science 
(SKIMS) Srinagar, and 
received his MD in Der-

matology, STDs and 
Leprosy from GMC Sri-
nagar.

He has also worked 
as Assistant professor 
in the department of 
dermatology JNMC at 
Aligarh Muslim Universi-
ty (AMU), India and has 
more than 140 research 
publications including 
several book chapters to 
his credit.

Dr Arif says he is 

Traffic 
restored 
on Jammu-
Srinagar 
highway 
after two 
days

SRINAGAR, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Traffic was 
suspended on the stra-
tegic Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway after 
remaining suspended 
for two days due to rains 
and landslide.

An official said the 
traffic was restored on 
the road at 9 am after 
debris of the landslide 
was cleared from the 
highway.

The road was closed 
on Monday following a 
landslide in the Shalgiri 
area of Banihal. Hun-
dreds of vehicles were 
left stranded due to the 

Police Stations being upgraded with latest 
gadgets, weaponry, says Dilbagh Singh

Kashmiri dermatologist receives prestigious 
award at European Dermatology Congress

Over 1.27 lakh pilgrims visit Vaishno Devi 
Shrine in first 3 days of Navratra

Narco-terrorism, psychological warfare 
big threats: LG Manoj Sinha
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TOP NEWS REPORT 

SAMBA, Oct 18: 
Apni Party Provincial 
President Jammu, 
and Former Minister, 
S. Manjit Singh today 
has criticized NHAI 
authorities for harass-
ment of commuters for 
hours long frequent 
traffic jams on Jammu-
Pathankot highway 
from Vijaypur to Bari 
Brahmana in Samba 
district.

The Former Minister 
gave this statement in a 
meeting that was orga-
nized here in Samba to 
discuss public issues. 
The meeting was also 
attended by District 
President Samba, 
Raman Thappa, Lovely 
Mangol, and others.

During the meeting, 

Manjit Singh said that 
the commuters are 
compelled to face dif-
ficulties by the NHAI 
authorities because of 
ongoing unprofessional 
widening work that is 
posing threat to the 
lives of the people.

“The work on the high-
way has been sub-let to 

the contractors by the 
NHAI who are unprofes-
sional and pose a threat 
to the commuters. The 
work has also caused 
great inconvenience 
to the commuters with 
frequent traffic jams 
for over 4 hours on the 
stretch from Vijaypur 
to Bari Brahmana,” he 

added.
He said that the civil 

administration should 
seriously look into the 
issue and handle the 
issue after speaking 
to the NHAI which has 
failed properly to work 
on widening work with-
out causing harassment 
to the commuters and 

businessmen.
He said that the 

unprecedented traf-
fic continues for hours 
together from Vijaypur 
to Bari Brahmana has 
become a problem for 
the people especially 
in the wake of Navratri 
festival and marriages.

He demanded inter-
vention of the civil 
administration and traf-
fic police to end the 
harassment of the com-
muters.

Meanwhile, he wel-
comed dozens of youth 
into the party fold and 
lauded their decision.

He said that the youth 
joined the party as they 
were impressed with 
the vision of the Apni 
Party leadership and 
agenda of equitable 
development.

NHAI causing inconvenience to commuters 
on Jammu-Pathankot Highway

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU Oct. 18, 2023: 
The Department of Edu-
cational Studies, Central 
University of Jammu, on 
the auspicious fourth 
day of ‘Navratri’ initiated 
‘Shiksha Shastrarth’, a 
forum created to ignite 
the passion for learning 
through lectures, inter-
actions, dialogues and 
discussions on a range 
of contemporary educa-
tional topics. The theme 
of the inaugural dis-
course was “The Indian 
Tradition of Teacher 
Education and its Con-
temporary Relevance”.

Prof. Sanjeev Jain, 
Vice Chance l lo r, 
Central University of 
Jammu, was the chief 
guest on the occasion. 
He insisted on the role 
of education to give the 
right directions to any 
individual and thereby 

teachers’ key role in con-
structing an ideal soci-
ety. Quoting NEP 2020, 
he said that education is 
for all and quality educa-
tion should reach all. He 
calibrated the attention 
of the learned gathering 
to get back to the Indian 
tradition characterized 
by focusing on learners’ 
choices and interests.

Prof. Asit Mantry Head 
of the Department 
shared his thoughts 
with the students and 
highlighted how this 
forum will act to pro-
ductively engage young 
and creative minds in 
the endeavour of knowl-
edge construction. He 
informed that the forum 
will also feature distin-

guished speakers from 
diverse knowledge 
domains offering valu-
able perspectives and 
expertise.

The event began with 
the lamp lighting and 
chanting of ‘Gayatri 
Mantra’ followed by a 
formal welcome address 
by Dr. Kiran (Coordina-
tor of the Co-Curricular 

committee). The formal 
curtain-raising of Shik-
sha Shastrarth was done 
by the honorable Vice 
Chancellor who was the 
Key Resource Person 
and the Chief Guest of 
the event. The address 
of the key resource 
person was followed by 
the inquisitive enquiry-
cum-discussion from the 
students and scholars of 
the Department.

Prof. Ritu Bakshi (Dean 
Student Welfare), Prof. 
J N Baliya,  Dr. Aman, 
Dr. Ravi, Dr. Mohan, Dr. 
Anil, Dr. Aarushi, Ms. 
Shivali along with the 
students and  scholars 
had marked their active 
presence in the event.

The event was con-
cluded by a formal vote 
of thanks by Dr. Yad 
Ram (member of the 
Co-Curricular commit-
tee).

Teachers’ role as a key to making society: 
First Shiksha Shastrarth concludes

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: In an effort to 
promote cleanliness and environ-
mental responsibility, NSS Units 
at GDC Kathua organized a 
Cleanliness Drive on the college 
premises as part of the Special 
Swachhata Campaign 3.0. The 
campaign targeted the Arts Block 
classrooms and the NSS Park.

During this initiative, dedicated 
volunteers utilized brooms to 
thoroughly clean the walls and 
ceilings of the class rooms. They 
also diligently collected waste 
from both the class rooms and 
the NSS Park, ensuring proper 
disposal at designated locations.

Addressing the volunteers, 
NSS Programme Officer, Prof 
Manmohan Singh, commended 

their commitment to cleanliness 
and encouraged them to strive for 
a visible impact in their communi-
ties. He emphasized the signifi-
cance of creating awareness and 
understanding about the impor-
tance of cleanliness, asserting 
that it is a shared responsibility as 
citizens of India. Prof Manmohan 
Singh also called upon the volun-
teers to become youth ambassa-

dors and continue the campaign 
in their respective localities.

Prof Seema Mir, Principal of 
GDC Kathua, extended her 
patronage to the entire activity. 
The cleanliness drive was con-
ducted under the supervision of 
NSS Programme Officers Prof. 
Manmohan Singh, Dr. Neha Ban-
dral, and Dr. Suresh Sharma.

TOP NEWS REPORT

KATRA, Oct 18: The 
Central Bureau of Com-
munication (CBC), 
Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, 
Government of India 
on Wednesday organ-
ised diverse programs 
as part of the audience 
engagement and mobili-
sation activities for the 
ongoing 8-day long mul-
timedia exhibition under-
way in Katra.

The mul t imedia 
exhibition on the 
theme of 9 Years of 
Seva,Sushashan aur 
Garib Kalyan is being 
organised by CBC's 
Field Office, Udhampur 
at Government Higher 
Secondary School,Katra 
from October 16 to Octo-
ber 23.

Ghulam Abass, Joint 
Director,CBC,J&K and 
Ladakh region along with 
the Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate (SDM), Katra, Sh. 
Deepak Dubey presided 
over the proceedings.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Abass informed 
about the mandate of 
CBC and also briefed 
about the activities being 
organised as part of the 
multimedia exhibition in 
Katra.

In his address, Dubey 
appreciated CBC for 
being a regular par-
ticipant in the annual 
Navratra Festival and 
organizing the multime-
dia exhibition for Mass 

awareness of the public 
welfare schemes of the 
government . 

Empanelled cultural 
troupes from Rajasthan 
and Kashmir enthralled 
the audience by their 
colorful performances 
presenting the famed 
Ghoomar and Band 
Pather respectively.

Students from differ-
ent schools of the Katra 
sub division participated 
in singing, fancy dress 

open quiz and drawing 
competitions on the third 
day of the event. Sports 
competitions like Kabad-
di and Tug of War were 
also organised during 
the day. Winners in each 
category of the competi-
tion were awarded at the 
conclusion of the event. 
The events were organ-
ised in coordination with 
Govt Higher Secondary 
School, Katra.

On the occasion Field 

Publicity Officer, CBC 
Udhampur Sh Khur-
sheed Yousuf informed 
that under the Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat 
(EBSB) initiative, cul-
tural evening is being 
organised on a daily 
basis by CBC, wherein 
troupes from  different 
states perform for the 
devotees and spread the 
message of communal 
Harmony and national 
integration.

Colourful cultural activities, fancy dress competition 
mark 3rd day of CBC's multimedia exhibition at Katra

NSS Units of GDC Kathua organizes cleanliness drive

TOP NEWS REPORT

BHADOHI, Oct 18: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Trade Promotion Orga-
nization (JKTPO) par-
ticipated in 45h edition 
of India Carpet Expo, at 
Bhadohi, Uttar Pradesh, 
a flagship B2B event 
organized by Carpet 
Export Promotion Coun-
cil (CEPC).

The expo was inaugu-
rated by Chief Minister 
of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi 
Adityanath.

During the inaugural 
ceremony, Chief Minis-
ter interacted with the  
exhibitors from Jammu 
Kashmir and appreci-
ated the hand-woven 
silk and woollen carpets. 
He emphasized the piv-
otal role of UT's carpet 
industry, over the years, 
in promotion of exports. 
He highlighted the evolv-
ing industrial eco-system 

and importance of pro-
moting GI tagged prod-
ucts of Jammu Kashmir 
at National and interna-
tional markets.

The exquisite hand-
crafted carpets from 
Jammu and Kashmir 
were one of the big-
gest attractions at India 
Carpet Expo, showcas-
ing the state’s culture, 
heritage and unique 
craft.

India Carpet Expo 
brings together national 
and international trad-
ers, industry leaders 
and craftsmen, to drive 
economic growth and 
promote handicraft in 
the country.  The car-
pets from Jammu and 
Kashmir showcased 
uniqueness in design 
and skilled craftsman-
ship of carpet industry 
of the UT to more than 
2000 national and 150 
international visitors/

investors.
The exhibitors from the 

UT showcased a variety 
of unique range of GI 
tagged silk carpets and 
woollen carpet at the 
event.

Special media interac-
tion with carpet exporters 
from J&K was organized 
to understand the cur-
rent advancements in 
the hand-weave carpet 
industry empowerment 
and their success sto-
ries to encourage more 
entrepreneurs from the 
UT of J&K.

Exhibitors received 
excellent response and 
numerous B2B meets 
were conducted with 
national and internation-
al visitors/buyers. Ample 
business leads, approxi-
mately more than 150, 
were generated by the 
exhibitors, which, in turn, 
are expected to generate 
good business for them.

JKTPO participates in 45th 
India Carpet Expo at Bhadohi

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: The 
State Taxes Department 
carried out a massive 
cleanliness drive under 
‘Swachta Hi Sewa’ at its 
Headquarters situated 
here in Jammu, along 
with various other field 
offices located in other 
districts across Jammu 
and Kashmir Union Ter-
ritory.

At Jammu headquar-
ters, the drive was 
led by Commissioner, 
State Taxes, Dr Rashmi 
Singh, along with other 
senior officers of the 
department.

Reiterating the sig-
nificance of Swachta Hi 
Sewa, the officers and 
officials of different sec-
tions vehemently par-
ticipated in cleanliness 
drive in the premises 
and vicinity of the com-
plex.

Accompanied by Addi-
tional Commissioner 
State Taxes Jammu, 
Namrita Dogra and 
other senior officers, 
the Commissioner State 
Taxes also inspected 
different sections of the 
office and took stock of 

all ongoing facelifting 
and renovations works, 
which have been car-
ried out to provide better 
office ambience to the 
visitors.

The Commissioner 
also visited the base-
ment area, department’s 
stores and corridor area.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner said 
the work to clean and 
beautify office space will 
continue under Swach-
ta Hi Sewa campaign. 
She emphasized upon 
the role of all the offi-
cers and officials of the 
department in spreading 
awareness about the 
need of hygienic and 
clean society in overall 
development of every-
one.

During the drive, the 

staff took up cleaning of 
stores, basement, com-
pound premises includ-
ing park area.

Similar exercise was 
undertaken by field offic-
es of the department 
in various parts of the 
union territory. The offi-
cers voluntarily cleaned 
the surroundings and 
their office premises 
from within and outside 
under the campaign.

The departmental 
teams were consti-
tuted to participate in 
the campaign mainly at 
place of public impor-
tance, roads, parks and 
areas in and around 
the premises of State 
Taxes Offices where 
officer and officials col-
lected and disposed of 
the garbage.

State Taxes Deptt undertakes 
cleanliness drive 
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By: Amitabha Bhattacharya

The recent demise of 
iconic agricultural sci-
entist M.S. Swamina-

than, known as the “father” 
of our Green Revolution, 
was widely mourned. But he 
wasn’t just a scientist who did 
an exemplary job; his life-long 
crusade against hunger, his 
deep concern for environ-
mental sustainability and 
similar public causes made 
him one of the tallest Indians 
of our times.
Unfortunately, he wasn’t 

awarded the Bharat Ratna, 
though perhaps no other 
living Indian merited it more. 
This should set one thinking 
on how these awards are 
decided.
The nation’s highest civilian 

award, the Bharat Ratna, and 
the Padma awards (Padma 
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan 
and Padma Shri) continue to 
interest its citizens since these 
were instituted in 1954. More 
than numerous other national 
awards, the announcement 
of these awards on the eve 
of Republic Day is keenly 
awaited.
Like the Nobel or equivalent 

prizes, this scheme of recog-
nising exceptional achieve-
ments in different fields of 
activity where “an element 
of public service is involved”, 
like in art, literature and edu-
cation, sport, medicine, social 
work, science and engineer-
ing, civil service, public 
affairs, trade and industry, 
has also been criticised from 
time to time.
Though no undeserving 

person may have got these 
awards, arguably many 
deserving ones did not. Since 
awardees are chosen from 
different disciplines, it has 
always been difficult to arrive 
at an equivalence. How does 
one compare, for example, 
Bharat Ratna Sachin Ten-
dulkar or Lata Mangeshkar 
with, say, M. Visvesvaraya 

or Mother Teresa, except that 
we can agree all attained the 
highest level of excellence in 
their fields?
If one analyses the process 

that has evolved over the past 
seven decades, certain broad 
aspects become evident. First, 
the procedure of selection of 
the Padma awards has been 
democratised (for the Bharat 
Ratna, the recommendations 
are made directly by the 
Prime Minister to the Presi-
dent). Second, vocal or strin-
gent critics of the government 
of the day have rarely been 
considered for such awards. 
In other words, the system 
does not appear to be wholly 
devoid of politics. Third, cer-
tain regions of India seem to 
remain under-represented.
About the democratisa-

tion of the selection process, 
one notices that in 2001, the 
committee to recommend 
the names for the Padma 
awards had 10 members -- 
three officials (Cabinet Sec-
retary, secretary to the Presi-
dent and the home secretary) 
and seven individuals by 
name (Dr R. Chidambaram, 
Mrs R.M. Bathew, Anupam 
Kher, Dr Manmohan Singh, 
Dr C. Narayana Reddy, Rafiq 
Zakaria and Rajat Sharma). 
The principal secretary to the 
PM was added in 2005.
The 2023 awards committee 

comprised 19 members, and 
received 3,869 nominations, 
besides 21 names recom-
mended by the search com-
mittee (comprising largely of 
joint secretary-level officers 
of various ministries, set up 
from 2018). This combination 
of civil servants, and other 
members chosen on merit 
and/or political consider-
ations, ensures that contro-
versies are minimised, that 
awards are bestowed upon 
proven performance, and that 
the “popularity” of perform-
ers in the commercial fields 
are also taken note of. Select-
ing individuals on the basis 

of their promise is a different 
matter altogether, requiring 
the presence of acute mind(s) 
willing to take a risk.
Few people know that 

anyone can nominate a 
person, including himself 
or herself, online, with sup-
porting documents, within 
a particular date through a 
transparent process, after log-
ging onto the designated gov-
ernment website. The final 
choice is made from the long 
list of nominated and recom-
mended names. No wonder 
that in recent years, some 
dedicated grassroots workers, 
far removed from the lime-
light, are getting increasingly 
noticed and honoured.
This has been a welcome 

trend that should be expand-
ed and reinforced.
As regards political neutral-

ity in selection, let us look at 
certain cases. The first three 
Bharat Ratna awardees were 
C. Rajagopalachari, S. Rad-
hakrishnan, and C.V. Raman, 
all men of great standing. 
However, while C.V. Raman 
was wholly apolitical, never 
aspiring for public office or 
caring to be close to those in 
power. Next year, Jawahar-
lal Nehru, M. Visvesvaraya 
and Bhagwan Das were the 
awardees. Even admitting 
that in 1955, there was no 
Indian jewel comparable with 
Nehru, this decision could 
have perhaps been avoided. 
It did not create a healthy 
precedent.
At the same time, a scien-

tist like Meghnad Saha or a 
historian like R.C. Majumdar 
remained unrecognised. The 
tradition of ignoring eminent 
individuals critical of the gov-
ernment or its leaders has 
been a long one.
Third, the value one attaches 

to these awards varies with 
individuals, and sometimes 
perhaps with people coming 
from certain regions. One 
can name umpteen celebri-
ties from West Bengal, for 

instance, who politely refused 
to accept these awards. A few 
did so on principle, some for 
political reasons, others on the 
ground that the award came 
too late and was too little.
A literary giant like Sunil 

Gangopadhyay, who became 
the president of the Sahitya 
Akademi, was ignored. Simi-
larly, two influential and 
popular litterateurs of today’s 
Bengal, Shirshendu Mukho-
padhyay, 87, and Sankar, 89, 
are yet to receive recognition, 
despite them being apolitical 
in their work. Two of the lat-
ter’s novels were the basis of 
Satyajit Ray’s notable films. 
Such may be the case for 
some other regions as well. 
These omissions may not be 
intentional but seem to have 
arisen from a systemic flaw 
that should be rectified, to 
ensure greater credibility of 
these awards.
How to insulate the scheme 

from politics, how to identify 
certain young individuals 
with high promise (like the 
scientist Rituparna Kanun-
go, for instance), and how to 
ensure that democratisation 
does not lead to populism and 
devaluation of these awards, 
are among the issues that 
should be seriously exam-
ined.
But even judged by estab-

lished performance, who 
is more worthy of a Padma 
than, say, neuroscientist 
Mriganka Sur of the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technolo-
gy? Wouldn’t recognising the 
stellar contributions of M.S. 
Swaminathan with the Bharat 
Ratna, even posthumously, be 
widely appreciated?

(The writer is a retired 
IAS officer from the 

Andhra Pradesh cadre, 
who has also worked 
with UNDP and the 

private sector)

By: Vijay Garg

 If you are preparing for 
competitive exams like 
JEE and NEET, then artifi-

cial intelligence based virtual 
tutor can be very useful for 
you. For this you do not even 
need to go to the coaching 
market. You can get guidance 
right from the comfort of your 
home. In traditional coaching 
classes, it is not possible for 
the teacher to pay attention 
to every student. But a vir-

tual tutor gives you personal 
attention, improving your 
preparation. from machine 
learning algorithms Prepara-
tion AI Virtual Tutor helps 
students by encouraging 
them to study smart. AI tech-
nology provides a customized 
report based on the individu-
al strengths and weaknesses 
of students through machine 
learning algorithms, making 
it possible for students to 
plan their course completion 
and focus specifically on the 
subjects in which students 
excel. Are weak. With this 
technique, students’ time is 
saved and exam preparation 
can be made easier by cover-
ing the syllabus better. virtual 
tutor feedback from Virtual 
tutor powered by AI guides 
students preparing for com-
petitive exams by providing 
feedback and assistance in 
a variety of ways. By know-
ing the learning styles of the 

students, the virtual tutor 
ensures that the learning 
process is easier for them and 
different learning strategies 
can be created for different 
students as per their needs. 
Previous display is continu-
ous track AI technology tries 
to improve the performance 
of students by tracking their 
progress at every moment. 
This the difficulty level of 
questions in the virtual test 
is based on the previous per-
formance of the students, 
through which students can 
focus on the weak topics and 
boost their confidence. Spe-
cial focus on time manage-
ment In competitive exams 
like JEE and NOTES, AI tech-
nology understands the exam 
pattern and prepares strate-
gies to improve time manage-
ment for students. It helps 
students to understand how 
to solve important questions 
first while staying within the 

time limit during the exam. 
If student exam When stu-
dents learn to develop time 
management skills, they can 
mentally prepare themselves 
at the time of examination by 
knowing how much time to 
give to which questions. Start 
your preparation from here 
To ease the preparation for 
competitive exams like JEE 
and NEET, the Ministry of 
Education has launched Sathi 
app for students, through 
which students can easily 
prepare for JEE and NEET 
exams. Apart from this, stu-
dents can also do AI virtual 
studies through Darwin 
NEET, Imbibe, Melveno and 
EduRev app.

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout 
Punjab)

The large number of chil-
dren killed on the roads is 
a strong argument for any 

possible means of prevention. Again 
training, reinforced by example, is 
the most important factor. If a child 
is taught always to pause and look 
both ways before stepping into the 
road, and if he sees his elders invari-
ably doing so, a habit will become 
ingrained which will help him to 
stand in good stead.
To prevent children from various 

type of road accidents one should 
be careful from the very beginning. 
To avoid accidents in the road, 
some steps may be taken which 
include Small children should not 
be allowed alone on busy main 
roads until they can assimilate such 
teaching of rules of roads; Children 
should not be allowed to play in 
roads on which there is much traf-
fic; With very young children in a 
house which opens straight onto a 
road or has only a small garden it 
may be necessary to put up a gate 
at the house- door or to adjust the 
fastener of the garden gate so that a 
child can not open it and go outside; 
the children should learn the rules 
of ‘dressing the road’, they should 
remember them and obey them that 
do not cross until the road is clear. 
Look to the right. Then look to the 
left. Then look to the right again and 
then cross; Go straight across. Do 
not cross at an angle; Walk quickly 
but calmly. Do not run; Watch out 
for cars, buses etc; always use zebra 
crossing if there is one. If necessary 
stay on the zebra crossing at the 
time of crossing the road; always 
obey traffic light signals. If the light 
is red, do not cross. It the light is red 
and the road is clear do not cross. 
Wait until the light changes to green. 
Look to see if the road is clear. Then 
only cross the road; at the time of 
walking along the road always use 
the pavement or foot path if there is 
one. If there is no pavement walk on 
the right side of the road keep close 
to the side. Do not run in the road. 
Do not play in the road.
While using a bus or a tram the 

children should remember that do 
not try to get on until the passengers 
have got off; Do not get off until the 
bus has stopped; After you get off, 
do not try to cross the road until the 
bus has moved off, as many people 
are hit by cars when they step out 
the road from behind a bus; The 
children should be taught to obey 
the signs made by a policeman. If 
they do not, two things may happen. 
They may be hurt or may-be pun-
ished as they are breaking the law 
of the road, Most of the accidents 
occur when it is raining; people 
are in a hurry because they do not 
want to get wet. They rush across 
the road without looking right or 
to the left.
They often cannot see clearly 

because they hold umbrellas in 
front of them, the cars take longer 
time to stop when the road is wet. 
So when it is raining us more careful 
to avoid unwanted accidents.

EDITORIAL

Perfect preparation for JEE mains and NEET UG exams with virtual tutor

Rethinking the Padma and Bharat Ratna Awards

AVOID ACCIDENTS
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: 
BJP senior leader and 
former General Secre-
tary Munish Sharma, 
in a statement, said 
that the nine years of 
Modi government at 
the Centre has been 
splendid period in all 
matters of development 
and welfare schemes. 
He said that for Jammu 
and Kashmir, this period 
has come to be known 
as golden era because 

for the first time this 
neglected state (now 
UT), got a large number 
of mega and prestigious 
projects in health and 
education sectors.

Munish Sharma said 
that Jammu and Kash-
mir prestigious educa-
tional institutions like IIT, 
IIIM, AIIMS for health-
care, district level medi-
cal colleges. With the 
establishment of these 
projects march ahead 
bringing change in lives 

of the people, promoting 
progress and prosper-
ity. He said that people 
across the Country, 

including Jammu and 
Kashmir, are expressing 
gratitude to the govern-
ment under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

“people are of the 
view that it is the Modi 
government, which is 
really working for their 
socio-economic uplift-
ment”, Munish Sharma 
said, adding that the 
nation needs such a 
person as PM for long 
years so that the nation 
move fast on the path 

of overall development 
and every citizen lives 
peaceful, dignified life. 
He expressed hope that 
the people will further 
strengthen BJP in future 
elections and return this 
party in power again 
under PM Modi. He also 
stressed upon the party 
activists to keep working 
in public service mission 
and educate them about 
governance and splen-
did achievements of the 
government.   

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: The 
book “The 1998 Jammu 
Revolt: How Farooq 
Abdullah saved his gov-
ernment”, authored by 
Prof Hari Om, former 
Dean of Jammu Univer-
sity’s Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Head of 
History Department, was 
released today at the 
Seminar Hall, Depart-
ment of Computer Sci-
ences, University of 
Jammu in an impres-
sive function here. It 
was attended by univer-
sity teachers, leading 
members of Jammu civil 
society, and students, 
particularly those who 
had participated in the 
agitation and suffered 
immensely in the pro-
cess.

The book throws light 
on the 1998 MBBS/
BDS agitation. It was 
launched by Jammu 
Joint Students Federa-
tion (JJSF) students on 
February 28, 1998, and 
supported by Jammu 
University teachers, all 
sections of society, and 
Bar Association Jammu 
(BAJ), Jammu Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Industry and transport-
ers’ associations. The 
agitation continued till 
May 6.

It was for the first time 
in the Jammu’s politi-
cal history that Jammu 
observed continuous 

bandh for twelve day, 
and witnessed continu-
ous chain hunger strike 
for 43 days and fast-
unto-death for 30 days. 
It was also for the first 
time that educational 
institutions remained 
closed for 67 days and 
business establishments 
for 15 long days and the 
national highways were 
blocked. The participa-
tion of girl students in 
the agitation was on an 
unprecedented scale.

The 1998 agitation 
could be legitimately 
termed as the Jammu’s 
crowning triumph, as it 
had brought the Farooq 
Abdullah Government to 
the knees of the people 
of Jammu province.

Such was the nature 
and magnitude of the 
agitation that the mor-
tally afraid Farooq 
Abdullah Government 
had to ignore the bitter 
Kashmiri opposition and 

pass bills on Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University 
and Agriculture Univer-
sity when the agitation 
was still on. This gov-
ernment would have 
surely collapsed, had it 
not passed these two 
historic bills.  

The other demand 
was admission to the 
Jammu-based techni-
cal and professional 
institutions as per the 
admission rules as laid 
down by the Jammu and 
Kashmir University’s Act 
of 1969. In other words, 
the demand was that all 
the seats available in 
Jammu province must 
be made the sole pre-
serve of the Jammu 
youth and all the seats 
available in Kashmir the 
sole preserve of Kash-
miri youth.

The three-member 
committee set up by the 
Farooq Abdullah Gov-
ernment and headed by 

RP Singhal -- of which 
Late Prof DK Rampal of 
Jammu University’s Eng-
lish Department was also 
a member -- did concede 
this demand in January 
1999. It remains a matter 
of grave concern that the 
government didn’t imple-
ment the Singhal Com-
mittee Report and that it 
has been gathering dust 
in the Secretariat ever 
since then.

The book The 1998 
Jammu revolt also 
throws light on the 
nature of New Delhi’s 
Kashmir policy and 
the essentially nega-
tive attitude of certain 
elements in Jammu 
towards the needs, 
compulsions and aspi-
rations of the people of 
Jammu province. These 
elements tried their best 
to puncture and derail 
the movement, but the 
determined students 
and university teachers 

defeated all their moves.
Those who spoke on 

the occasion included 
Prof Hari Om, the author, 
Advocate Rajinder 
Jamwal, former JJSF 
president, Hari Dutt 
Shishu, former Jammu 
University Research 
Scholars Association 
(JURSA), and Zorawar 
Singh Jamwal, president 
Team Jammu. The pro-
gramme was anchored 
by Atul Sudan, JJSF 
Sr. Vice president, and 
the vote of thanks was 
delivered by Pushvinder 
Singh Manhas, presi-
dent JJSF.

The 1998 Jammu 
Revolt was published by 
a leading publishing con-
cern, Har Anand Publi-
cations of which Late 
Shri Narendra Kumar 
was the founder. The 
book is available with 
Amazon and Sahitya 
Sangam, Kachi Chowni, 
Jammu.

TOP NEWS REPORT

WADURA, Oct 18: The 
Division of Agricultural 
Economics and Statistics 
at the Faculty of Agricul-
ture, SKUAST-Kashmir, 
organized a One-Day 
Red Cross Awareness 
Programme in collabo-
ration with the NSS Unit 
(Students Welfare Office) 
at Wadura on October 
18, 2023. The program 
aimed to inspire and 
engage youth in humani-
tarian activities, with the 
goal of minimizing and 
preventing human suf-
fering.

Inaugurating the event, 
Prof. Tariq A. Raja, Head 
of the Division, highlight-
ed the significance of the 
awareness program. The 
occasion also marked 
the release of a Lecture 
Manual on Institutional 
Economics by the digni-
taries in attendance.

The event was graced 
by the presence of the 
Chief Guest, Mr. G. A. 
Qureshi, Honorary Trea-
surer of the Indian Red 
Cross Society UT of J&K, 
and Former Director 
General of the Director-
ate of Economics & Sta-
tistics. Mr. Qureshi deliv-
ered an insightful speech 
on the importance of the 
Red Cross Society and 
its activities in the UT of 
J&K. He engaged with 
students from the Fac-

ulty, sharing his experi-
ences and knowledge.

Prof. Raihana Habib 
Kanth, Dean of the 
Faculty of Agriculture 
at Wadura, encouraged 
students to actively 
participate in the Red 
Cross program’s various 
activities and contribute 
to humanitarian efforts 
while upholding human 
values.

Dr. Aijaz Ahmad 
Qureshi, Students Wel-
fare Officer, shed light 
on the different student 
clubs and initiated the 
formation of the Red 
Cross Student Club 
within the Faculty of 
Agriculture, SKUAST-K 
Wadura.

The program was coor-
dinated in collaboration 
with the Indian Red 
Cross Society, Jammu & 
Kashmir (UT) Chapter, 
and was attended by Mr. 
M. Rajab, District Sec-
retary Red Cross, who 
shared valuable insights 

about the Red Cross 
among the students.

The event brought 
together Heads of Divi-
sions, Professors, fac-
ulty members, and stu-
dents. It concluded with 

a formal vote of thanks 
delivered by Dr. Far-
heen Naqash, Lecturer 
in Agricultural Econom-
ics, who expressed 
gratitude to the Dean, 
Faculty of Agriculture, for 

her unwavering support 
and encouragement, the 
Chief Guest, the Orga-
nizing Committee, and 
all attendees for making 
the event a resounding 
success.

Prof Hari Om’s book The 1998 Jammu 
Revolt released

Modi gifted J&K prestigious projects: Munish

One-day Red Cross awareness programme 
organised at SKUAST-K

TOP NEWS REPORT

RAJOURI, Oct 18:  Apni Party Vice 
President, and Former Cabinet Minister, 
Choudhary Zulfkar Ali has strongly con-
demned the brutal murder of a couple 
and demanded an in-depth investiga-
tion into the double murder with the 
constitution of a Special Investigation 
Team of Jammu and Kashmir Police to 
arrest the absconding murderers.

In a statement to the press, Choud-
hary Zulfkar Ali expressed grave con-
cern over the double murder in Kandi 
in Rajouri in which Mohammed Azim, 
son of Mohammed Khan, and his wife 
Gulzar Begam were murdered brutally 
by the unidentified murderers in dokh 
area in Kandi on October 17, 2023.

“The brutal murder has shocked 

everyone in the region although the 
police have started its probe. The 
double murder must be investigated 
by a team of SIT of J&K Police Officers,” 
he said.

He said that the children and family 
members of the victims should be reha-
bilitated by the Govt and the victim's 
family must be provided justice and 
compensation as soon as possible.

He said that "There is a need to step 
up the security arrangements especially 
for the police to curb the criminal activi-
ties."

“There is a need to remain vigilant to 
avoid such incidents in future and to 
restore confidence among the people 
as they have developed a sense of 
fear,” he added.

Zulfkar strongly condemns brutal double 
murder in Rajouri; seeks SIT probe

TOP NEWS REPORT

KATRA, Oct 18: Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity in association 
with the Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre 
(BARC), Department of 
Atomic Energy, Govern-
ment of India, organized 
a one-day Scientific 
and Technical Outreach 
Program at the SMVDU 
campus.

The program was 
attended by more than 
300 students from vari-
ous schools and depart-
ments along with the 
faculty and staff mem-
bers.

The inaugural cer-
emony was graced 
by Nagendra Singh 
Jamwal, Registrar, 
SMVDU, Dr. Balbir 
Singh, Dean of Aca-
demic Affairs. Scientists 
from BARC, including 
S. Prabhakar, special-
izing in Food Irradiation 
Technology; Sameer 
Mandal, expert in 
Nuclear Reactor tech-
nology; R. K. B. Yadav, 
specialist in Radiation 
Safety in Health & Envi-
ronment; Heema Rao, 
Head PA&FL Section, 
R. K. Mishra, and Yatin 
Thakur shared the dais.

The program was 
organized by the School 
of Energy Management, 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
University, Katra with 

Dr. Vineet Veer Tyagi, 
Dean of Research and 
Development, and Dr. 
Sanjeev Anand, Associ-
ate Dean of Research 
& Development, Dr. 
Yatheshth Anand and 
Dr. Jitendra Sharma as 
organizing team. 

Dr. Jitendra Sharma 
co-convenor in his wel-
come address empha-
sizes the importance of 
such partnerships. Prof. 
Pragati Kumar, Vice 
Chancellor, SMVDU 
in his speech high-
lighted the University's 
achievement and its 
endeavours to organ-
ise such programmes. 
He stressed that such a 
program is very impor-
tant for the student to 
pursue a career in the 
field of Nuclear Science 
& Renewable Energy. 

In his speech, Nagen-
dra Singh Jamwal, 
Registrar, SMVDU said 

that this event will be 
helpful for the students 
in shaping their future. 
The Scientific and Tech-
nical Outreach Program, 
organized by the Scien-
tists from BARC aims to 
create awareness about 
Nuclear Energy and its 
application. The scien-
tific Outreach and Train-
ing program was unique 
in nature as it involved 
quizzes, expert lectures, 
and skits.

The response from the 
students who attended 
the workshop and par-
ticipated in the quiz ses-
sions was overwhelm-
ing. The winners were 
awarded certificates. 
Dr. Yatheshth Anand 
expressed thanks 
to Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre 
(BARC) for their unwav-
ering support and part-
nership in making this 
initiative a reality.

SMVDU holds Scientific & 
Technical Outreach Program
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Waheeda Rehman bags Dadasaheb Phalke Award
Screen icon Waheeda 

Rehman on Tuesday became 
the eighth woman artiste to 
receive the prestigious Dadasa-
heb Phalke Award, the highest 
recognition in the field of Indian 
cinema, an honour she dedicat-
ed to her ‘dear film industry’ and 
its various departments. The 
cinema veteran, who received 
a standing ovation from the 
A-list gathering as she walked 
to the stage, spoke about how 
filmmaking is a collaborative 
process.

“I feel very honoured and 
humbled... But whatever I have 
achieved today, it is because of 
my dear film industry. Luckily, I 
got to work with top directors, 
producers, filmmakers, techni-
cians, writers, dialogue writers, 

music directors and musicians,” 
Rehman said in her acceptance 
speech.

“I got a lot of support, respect 
and love from them,” she said, 
also crediting the make-up art-

ists, hair and costume design-
ers...Which is why I am sharing 
this award with all the depart-
ments of the film industry. They 
gave me a lot of respect, sup-
port and love from the very 

beginning. A film is not made by 
just one person, we need each 
other,” she added. 

The five-member jury — com-
prising Rehman’s close friend 
and last year’s Dadasaheb 
awardee Asha Parekh, actors 
Chiranjeevi, Paresh Rawal, Pro-
senjit Chatterjee and filmmaker 
Shekhar Kapur — selected 
Rehman for the prestigious 
honour.

Rehman made her debut in 
Hindi films opposite Dev Anand 
in Guru Dutt’s 1956 film CID and 
went on to build a stellar career 
of over five decades, includ-
ing classics Pyaasa, Kaagaz 
Ke Phool and Chaudhvin Ka 
Chand, Guide as well as later 
hits such as Kabhi Kabhie and 
Khamoshi.

Noted Malayalam actor 
Kundara Johny passed 
away after suffering a 
heart attack at a hospital 
here, industry sources 
said on Wednesday.   

The 71-year-old actor, 
who made a mark in the 
film industry as villain, 
complained of uneasi-
ness at his home on 
Tuesday night and was 
rushed to a hospital 
where he breathed his 
last.

His funeral will be held 
on Thursday at Kollam, 
his home town, the 
sources said.

Born as Johny Joseph, 
he was popularly known 
as Kundara Johny as he 

hailed from Kundara in 
Kollam district.

Johny, who has acted 
in over a 100 films, 
made his debut in 1979 
and was an integral part 
of the film industry.

Well-built and tall, 
he was often the first 
choice for playing the 
villain, which he did 

exceedingly well.
Films that earned him 

critical acclaim include 
‘Kireedam’,’ Chenkol’, 
‘August 15’, ‘Spadikam’, 
‘Aaram Thampuran’, 
and ‘Dada Sahib’.

Condoling his demise, 
State Minister for Cul-
ture and Cinema, Saji 
Cherian, said he had 
recently met the actor 
at his home town while 
inaugurating a function 
attached to a Club, in 
which the patron was 
Johny.

“Johny essayed the 
role of the villain with 
ease and always played 
his role well,” recalled 
Cherian.

Noted Malayalam actor Kundara 
Johny dies at 71

Filmmaker Hansal 
Mehta on Wednesday 
marked 10th anniversa-
ry of his 2013 biographi-
cal drama film ‘Shahid’, 
saying the movie has 
given him a lot and start-
ed his collaboration with 
actor Rajkummar Rao.

T h e  c r i t i c a l l y -
acclaimed film is based 
on the life of lawyer and 
human rights activist, 
Shahid Azmi, who was 
assassinated in 2010 in 
Mumbai.

‘Shahid’ had its world 
premiere in Toronto 
International Film Fes-
tival 2012 to great audi-
ence response.

Sharing the official 
poster of the film on 
Instagram, the film-
maker said the film had 

marked his new innings 
as a filmmaker.

“10 years of #Shahid. 
Just a lot of gratitude for 
what it has given to all of 
us. Shahid Azmi’s unfor-
tunate killing gave me a 
new life as a filmmaker. 
This film began my fond-
est collaboration with @
rajkummar_rao,” Mehta 
wrote.

The 55-year-old direc-
tor also tagged the rest 
of the film’s cast, includ-
ing Mohammed Zee-
shan Ayyub, Prabhleen 
Sandhu and Baljinder 
Kaur, as well as co-writ-
er Apurva Asrani, pro-
ducers Anurag Kashyap, 
Sunil Bohra and casting 
director Mukesh Chhab-
ra.

“Always thankful to @

ronnie.screwvala and 
#SidRoyKapur for cham-
pioning this small film 
with a big heart. Thank 
you Shahid Azmi,” he 
added.

Post ‘Shahid’, Mehta 
and Rao worked togeth-
er on critically acclaimed 
films like ‘Citylights’, 
‘Aligarh’, ‘Omerta’ and 
comedy-drama ‘Chha-
laang’.

Mehta’s latest project 
is ‘The Buckingham Mur-
ders’, starring Kareena 
Kapoor Khan. The pro-
cedural thriller film had 
its world premiere at the 
67th BFI London Film 
Festival last week and is 
set to open the Jio MAMI 
Mumbai Film Festival on 
October 27.

Hansal Mehta on 10 years of ‘Shahid’: A lot of 
gratitude for what it has given to all of usActress Kirti Kulhari is 

set to make her interna-
tional feature debut with 
a slice-of-life film Sach 
is Life. The movie is 
based on the true story 
of an Indian immigrant 
Munshi family based out 
of the US. It is written 
and directed by Harsh 
Mahadeshwar, who has 
earlier worked on many 
music videos.

“For the first time I 
am playing a real-life 
character. The family 
lives in Albany. We 
are meeting the whole 
family, especially Daisy 
ji whose character I am 
playing and her son, 
Sachin Munshi. That’s 
a big part of the prep 
that I am really looking 
forward to. I will also get 
to understand her per-
sonality”.

Kirti Kulhari to make international 
debut with Sach is Life

Britney Spears wrote 
that she had an abortion 
while dating Justin Tim-
berlake more than 20 
years ago, according to 
a peek inside her hotly 
anticipated memoir.

“If it had been left up 
to me alone, I never 
would have done it,” she 
writes of the procedure, 
according to the excerpt 
from “The Woman in 
Me” published in People 
magazine. “And yet 
Justin was so sure that 
he didn’t want to be a 
father.”

The pregnancy “was 
a surprise, but for me, 
it wasn’t a tragedy,” she 
wrote in the excerpt, 
saying that she had 
wanted to start a family 
with Timberlake — it 
was just earlier than 
expected.

“But Justin definitely 
wasn’t happy about the 
pregnancy. He said we 
weren’t ready to have a 
baby in our lives, that we 
were way too young,” 
she wrote. The couple 
broke up in 2002. It’s 
unclear when the preg-
nancy happened.

Representatives for 
Spears declined to offer 
further comment. Rep-
resentatives for Timber-
lake did not respond to 
requests for comment 
from The Associated 
Press. The AP has not 
been able to indepen-
dently review a copy of 
the “The Woman in Me” 
yet.

Spears, a prolific user 
of social media, has not 
posted to Instagram or 
X, since the People sto-
ries were published.

In the excerpt pub-
lished in People, she 
characterised the abor-
tion as “one of the most 
agonising things I have 
ever experienced in my 
life.”          

Spears’ long-awaited 

memoir will be pub-
lished October 24, just 
months after her divorce 
from Sam Asghari was 
announced and prom-
ising to shed light on 
the 41-year-old’s tumul-
tuous decades in the 
spotlight.

“NO ONE KNOWS 
WHAT I REALLY 
THOUGHT... UNTIL 
NOW,” reads a teaser 
for the book she posted 
Sunday. The audiobook 
will be narrated by actor 
Michelle Williams.

Hailing from Kent-
wood, Louis iana, 
Spears rose to fame as 
a tween on “The Mickey 
Mouse Club”, along-
side other future stars 
like Ryan Gosling and 
Timberlake — a trajec-
tory chronicled in other 
excerpts published by 

People.
Despite some further 

attempts at acting — in 
the People excerpts, 
she says the lead in 
“The Notebook” came 
down to her and Rachel 
McAdams and that 
she was relieved when 
2002’s “Crossroads” 
was “was pretty much 
the beginning and end 
of my acting career” 
— she found indelible 
stardom with her music 
career, starting with 
1999’s “...Baby One 
More Time.”      

She had two sons 
with Kevin Federline, 
but was placed under 
a court-ordered con-
servatorship — mostly 
under the supervision of 
her father — that con-
trolled her life, money 
and voice after public 

breakdowns. That con-
servatorship would last 
nearly 14 years, ending 
in late 2021, after a 
swelling #FreeBritney 
movement that helped 
secure new limits on 
conservatorships in 
California.

Many of Spears’ alle-
gations against her 
father and others who 
operated the conserva-
torship are expected to 
be heard in a civil trial 
scheduled for next year.

A 2021 documen-
tary, “Framing Britney 
Spears”, included an 
old interview in which 
Timberlake spoke of 
sleeping with a former 
girlfriend and indicated 
he ridiculed her in his 
“Cry Me A River” music 
video.

That sparked a back-
lash in which fans 
accused the former 
NSYNC member of 
contributing to Spears’ 
breakdown and also 
renewed ire about his 
role in Janet Jackson’s 
so-called wardrobe 
malfunction during the 
2004 Super Bowl half-
time show.

Subsequently, he 
apologised to Spears 
and Jackson “because 
I care for and respect 
these women and I 
know I failed.”    

A few months later, as 
Spears revealed long-
guarded secrets about 
what she described 
as an “abusive” con-
servatorship in court, 
Timberlake tweeted his 
support.

“After what we saw 
today, we should all be 
supporting Britney at 
this time,” he posted in 
June 2021. “Regardless 
of our past, good and 
bad, and no matter how 
long ago it was… what’s 
happening to her is just 
not right.”

Britney Spears writes of abortion 
while dating Justin Timberlake in 
excerpts from upcoming memoirAmazon miniTV latest 

rom-com series Half 
Love Half Arranged 
explores the world of 
arranged-dating in the 
middle of crazy match-
es, weird situations, 
hilarious moments, 
and love jitters. Maanvi 
Gagroo is seen in the 
lead role portraying the 
life of a career-oriented 
woman caught up in the 
mess of relationships 
and marriage, alongside 
her co-star Karan Wahi.

Talking about her 
character, Maanvi says, 
“She’s a Type A person-
ality. 

She’s a gynaecologist 
by profession and is 
nearing the end of her 
30-year marriage goal. 
But her long-term boy-
friend dumps her. 

With a vengeance, 
she starts on a groom 
search. 

Supported by her Bua, 
a matchmaker, her par-
ents, her best friend, 
and her life’s flow chart.”

She also talks about 
the similarities between 
her character, Riya, 
and herself in real life. 
“I don’t have deadlines 
or a flow chart to live life 
by, but certain aspects 
of her life, such as her 
relationships with her 
family and friends, felt 
familiar,” she adds. “I 
think its treatment is 
very fresh. 

And that newness 
lends itself to every 
department. I mean, it’s 
not a sitcom, but it is, it’s 
not a rom-com, but it is,” 
she says.

Don’t have a flow chart to live 
life by: Maanvi Gagroo

Hollywood star Will 
Smith’s children are 
feeling for their father 
after Jada Pinkett 
Smith’s bombshell rev-
elations about their rela-
tionship.

Apparently not into the 
actress making public 
their family secrets, 
Jaden Smith and Willow 
Smith reportedly “feel 
bad for their dad with 
all the recent headlines 
about their parents.”

A source tells ET 
about the Smith kids, 
which also include 
Trey Smith, whom the 
‘Emancipation’ actor 
shares with his ex-wife 
Sheree Zampino: “They 
know he has been going 
through a lot lately and 
this isn’t helping.”

The source added: 
“They wish some of their 
family’s private matters 
remained private.”

As for how Will is 
handling the matter, 

the source says the 
55-year-old star is 
“trying to stay busy and 
has been hanging out 
with his good friends 
and his kids.”

The informant further 
dishes: “He’s trying not 
to let any outside noise 
impact him.”

Confirming Will’s con-
tinuous support for Jada, 
the source claims, “Will 
loves Jada and feels like 
he has always had her 
back and always will. 

He has been trying to 
be supportive, while also 
taking care of himself.”

Jada shocked every-
one when she revealed 
in a sit-down with ‘Today’ 
host Hoda Kotb that 
she and Will have been 
separated since 2016. 
When Hoda said: “It was 
not a divorce on paper, 
but it was a divorce,” 
the ‘Red Table Talk’ host 
agreed, adding that she 
and the ‘King Richard’ 
actor “live separately.”

Of why she and Will 
have never formally 
announced their split, 
Jada explained: “I think 
just not being ready 
yet,” adding that they’re 
“still trying to figure out 
between the two of us 
how to be in partner-
ship.”

However, in another 
part of the interview, 
the 52-year-old actress 
stated that they are com-
mitted to restoring their 
“life partnership” and are 
“concentrating on heal-
ing.” She shared: “We 
are working very hard 
at bringing our relation-
ship, yes, bringing our 
relationship back togeth-
er... back to a marriage 
again. Husband-wife 
marriage for me, for my 
healing process.”

Meanwhi le,  Wi l l 
responded to Jada’s 
bombshell revelations 
via a statement released 
earlier this month.

Will Smith’s kids ‘feel bad’ for him after 
Jada Pinkett’s bombshell revelations
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NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agencies): Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi on Wednes-
day cited a media report to accuse the 
Adani Group of over-invoicing in coal 
imports and fleecing people of Rs 
12,000 crore in electricity rates.

Addressing a press conference at 
the AICC headquarters here, Gandhi 
targeted Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, asking him to come clean on the 
Adani issue by initiating a probe into the 
matter and defend his credibility.

“Why is the prime minister silent on 
the issue…I am only helping the prime 
minister and asking him to come clean 
by starting an investigation and defend 
his credibility,” Gandhi said.

The former Congress chief displayed 
a recent Financial Times report at 
the press conference which claimed 
that the Adani Group appears to have 

imported billions of dollars of coal at 
prices well above market value.

Gandhi claimed that as per the report 
Adani over-invoiced coal imports and 
took out Rs 12,000 crore from “people’s 
pockets”.

Adani bought coal in Indonesia and 
when it reached India, its price doubled, 
Gandhi alleged, citing the report.

Gandhi claimed this over-invoicing of 
coal was having an impact on electricity 
rates in the country and leading to con-
sumers paying higher electricity bills.

He also said that this story would have 
brought down any government in the 
world but no action was being taken 
in India.

“Adani has full protection of the gov-
ernment, everyone knows which power 
is behind him,” he said.

The opposition party has also been 
questioning the financial dealings of 
billionaire Gautam Adani’s Group after 
US research firm Hindenburg alleged 
“irregularities” and charged it with stock 
price manipulation.

The Adani Group has denied all the 
allegations made in the Hindenburg 
report and claimed there had been no 
wrongdoing on its part. There was no 
immediate response from the group on 
the fresh allegations.

Adani Group ‘fleecing’ 
people: Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agen-
cies): Expressing shock over 
the tragic loss of lives in an 
attack on a hospital in Gaza, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday said civilian 
casualties in the ongoing con-
flict were a matter of serious 
concern and those involved 
should be held responsible.

According to media reports, 
the Hamas group said a mas-
sive explosion at the al-Ahli 
hospital in Gaza killed hundreds 
of people Tuesday.

Hamas attributed the blast 
to an Israeli air strike, but the 
Israeli military said it was not 
involved and the explosion was 

caused by a misfired Palestin-
ian rocket.

“Deeply shocked at the tragic 
loss of lives at the Al Ahli Hospi-
tal in Gaza. Our heartfelt condo-

lences to the families of the vic-
tims, and prayers for the speedy 
recovery of those injured,” Modi 
said on X.

“Civilian casualties in the 

ongoing conflict are a matter of 
serious and continuing concern. 
Those involved should be held 
responsible,” the prime minister 
said.

Hostilities between Israel 
and Hamas began after armed 
Hamas militants based in the 
Gaza Strip launched an unprec-
edented attack on Israel by land, 
air, and sea on October 7.

Since the start of hostilities, 
as many as 2,778 Palestinians 
have been killed. Media reports 
have cited official Israeli sourc-
es as saying that at least 1,400 
Israelis and foreign nationals 
have been killed in Israel.

PM Modi reacts to Gaza hospital attack; says those 
involved be held responsible

Civilian casualties in the ongoing conflict are a matter of serious and continuing 
concern, The PM said.

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agencies): The 
Union cabinet is learnt to have cleared 
a proposal of 4 per cent hike in dear-
ness allowance (DA) of the central gov-
ernment employees and pensioners, in 
what may come as a Diwali gift to them.

The cabinet, which met earlier in the 
day, is learnt to have cleared the deci-

sion, sources said.
The last hike in DA was effected in 

March 2023. The cabinet is also learnt 
to have cleared the proposal to hike 
the minimum support price (MSP) for 
six rabi crops, including wheat and 
red lentil (masur) by up to 7 per cent, 
sources said.

Diwali gift for govt employees, 
4% dearness allowance hike 
cleared by Cabinet

THANE, Oct 18 (Agencies): 
The Navi Mumbai cyber police 
conducting the probe into a 
cryptocurrency fraud have 
frozen several bank accounts 
involving amounts worth Rs 
32.66 crore, an official said on 
Wednesday.

Senior police inspector Gajan-
an Kadam of the cyber police 
station in Navi Mumbai said 
they received a cheating com-
plaint in August from a man who 
claimed to have invested more 
than Rs 6.6 crore in cryptocur-
rency trading.

The man stated in the com-
plaint that a woman caller 

befriended him and later asked 
him to invest in cryptocurrency 
trading while assuring good 
returns.

As the complainant started 
investing huge amounts, he 
received a total of Rs 75 lakh in 
returns on various occasions, 
but later stopped getting the 
same, the official said.

An offence in this connection 
was registered with the cyber 
police under various Sections 
of the Indian Penal Code and 
the Information Technology Act.

A police probe team enquired 
with various banks where the 
money was paid by the com-

plainant and as a first step, got 
accounts involving amounts 
worth Rs 32,66,12,091 frozen 
over the last few weeks, the offi-
cial said.

Based on several leads, the 
probe team in the last week of 
September zeroed-in on two 
persons from Ghatkopar in 
neighbouring Mumbai.

The police later arrested the 
two persons, identified as Balu 
Sakharam Khandagale (42) and 
Rajendra Ramkhilavan Patel 
(52), the official said.

During the probe, it was 
revealed that the arrested per-
sons had handed over mobile 

numbers, bank account details, 
cheque books and ATM cards 
of various persons to others 
involved in the crime.

Efforts are on to nab the others 
involved in the crime, the police 
added.

Cryptocurrency fraud: Navi Mumbai cyber police 
freeze bank accounts worth Rs 32.66 crore

MUMBAI, Oct 18 (Agencies): 
Drug don Lalit Patil, who had 
fled from Sassoon Hospital in 
Pune two weeks ago, and was 
nabbed by a team of Mumbai 
police from Bengaluru, was sent 
to five-day police custody till 
October 23, here on Wednes-
day.

Patil was brought to Mumbai 
earlier in the day and produced 
before an Andheri Magistrate 
Court which granted Mumbai 
police his custodial remand, 
said a lawyer.

The Mumbai police prosecu-
tor said Patil was an accused 
in the Nashik drugs factory 
bust in which he was getting 
raw materials from a Mumbai-
based supplier, who has also 
been arrested.

In order to investigate further 
into the case, including possible 
foreign links, other associates 

and how far the tentacles of 
the narcotics ring were spread, 
the Mumbai police sought his 
remand.

During the remand hearing, 
Patil claimed that he had not 
‘fled’, but was allegedly ‘kid-
napped’, and that he feared for 
his life from Pune police, the 
lawyer informed mediapersons.

The Mumbai police had ear-
lier busted his illegal narcotics 
manufacturing unit in Nashik, 
and the Pimpri-Chinchwad 
police had destroyed his multi-
crore rupees MD (mephedrone) 

racket in October 2020.
At that time, Patil was arrested 

and had been cooling his heels 
in prison. But in June he was 
admitted to the Sassoon Hos-
pital for treatment of TB and 
hernia.

On October 2, Patil managed 
to hoodwink the police and 
sneaked out of their clutches 
while being escorted for an 
X-ray, sparking off a huge politi-
cal uproar.

The incident attracted sharp 
criticism from Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Sushma Andhare, Con-
gress’s Balasaheb Thorat, Pune 
Congress MLA Ravindra Dhan-
gar, Nationalist Congress Party 
(SP) MLC Eknath Khadse and 
MLA Rohit Pawar, plus others 
who alleged the involvement of 
a ruling alliance minister in the 
drug don’s shock escape from 

the hospital.
The Opposition demanded a 

probe into the incident, narco-
test of Patil and action against 
those responsible for his escape 
from the hospital.

Just three days before he 
bolted, the Pune police had 
nabbed his associate Subhash 
Mondal, from outside the Sas-
soon Hospital with a packet 
of over 1.7 kg MD, and it was 
suspected that Patil had sup-
plied the drugs to him (Mondal) 
through a canteen boy.

After his sensational vanish-
ing act, Patil mostly travelled 
by road and allegedly went to 
Dhule, Aurangabad, Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
through his narcotics mafia con-
tacts before the Mumbai police 
managed to track and catch him 
using tech-intel.

Mumbai police get 5-day custody of Pune drug don
KOTTAYAM, Oct 18 

(Agencies): At least 15 
Sabarimala pilgrims 
from Karnataka were 
injured when the bus 
they were travelling 
overturned at Kanamala 
near Erumeli in the wee 
hours of Wednesday. 
According to police, 
the accident occurred 
at Attivalav near Kana-
mala around 6 AM.

The bus, carrying 40 
passengers and three 
crew members, was 
from Kolar in Karna-
taka and on its way to 
Sabarimala for darshan. 
The driver of the vehi-
cle lost control over the 
wheel while negotiating 
a curve. The officials at 
the District Emergen-

cy Operation Centre 
(DEOC) said nine pil-
grims have sustained 
serious injuries and they 
were admitted to the 
Government Medical 
College Hospital in Kot-
tayam. Nine others were 
admitted to the Govern-
ment General Hospital 
at Kanjirappally, while 
the remaining pilgrims 
were provided medical 
care at a private hospi-
tal in Erumely.

Erumely police and 
Fire and Rescue per-
sonnel from Kanjirap-
pally led the rescue 
operations with the help 
of local residents. The 
accident caused a huge 
traffic snarl along the 
Erumely – Sabarimala 
road. As it was the open-
ing day of the Sabari-
mala shrine for monthly 
poojas, there was heavy 
traffic on the Sabarimala 
route.

15 Sabarimala pilgrims from Karnataka 
injured as bus overturns in Erumely

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agencies): A 
Delhi court on Wednesday convicted 
four people for the murder of television 
journalist Soumya Vishwanathan, who 
was shot dead 15 years ago while she 
was returning home from work.

Additional Sessions Judge Ravindra 
Kumar Pandey also convicted Ravi 
Kapoor, Amit Shukla, Baljeet Malik 
and Ajay Kumar under provisions of 
the Maharashtra Control of Organised 
Crime Act (MCOCA).

Fifth accused Ajay Sethi was con-
victed under Indian Penal Code sec-
tion 411 (dishonestly receiving stolen 
property) and under MCOCA provisions 
for conspiring to abet, aid or knowingly 
facilitate organised crime and for receiv-

ing the proceeds of organised crime.
The judge said the prosecution proved 

beyond reasonable doubt the charges 
against the accused and listed the 
matter for sentencing on October 26.

Vishwanathan was shot dead on Sep-
tember 30, 2008, while she was return-
ing home from work in her car around 
3:30 am. Police had claimed that the 
motive behind the killing was robbery.

Five people were arrested for the 
murder and they have been in custody 
since March 2009.

The recovery of the weapon used in 
IT executive Jigisha Ghosh’s killing had 
led to the cracking of Vishwanathan’s 
murder case, police said.

After Malik moved the Delhi High Court 
in 2019 for a speedy trial, it sought a 
report from the trial court, asking why 
the trial had not concluded even though 
the charge sheet was filed nine-and-a-
half years ago.

The trial court had informed the high 
court that the delay was primarily due 
to the non-presence of prosecution 
witnesses and the time taken for the 
appointment of a special public pros-
ecutor.

The trial court had given the death 
penalty to Kapoor and Shukla and sen-
tenced Malik to a life term in the Jigisha 
Ghosh murder case in August 2016.

In January 2018, however, the high 
court commuted the death sentences of 
Kapoor and Shukla to life imprisonment 
and upheld the life term for Malik.

15 years on, court convicts 5 
for murder of TV journalist 
Soumya VishwanathanCHANDIGARH, Oct 18 (Agen-

cies): The Anti-Gangster Task 
Force (AGTF) of Punjab Police 
on Wednesday said it arrested 
an operative of Lawrence Bish-
noi and Goldy Brar gang, who 
along with other members was 
allegedly planning to strike tar-
gets assigned to them by their 
foreign handlers.

The police also recovered 4 
pistols and 12 live cartridges 
from the possession of the 
accused.

“In a major breakthrough, 
AGTF-Punjab has arrested 

Sachin @ Bacchi, an operative 
of Lawrence Bishnoi & Goldy 
Brar gang. The accused was 
involved in providing logistics 
support and hideouts to the 
members of the gang,” Direc-
tor General of Police, Punjab, 
Gaurav Yadav, posted from his 
handle on X.

“Preliminary investigation 
has revealed that the accused 
along with other members of the 
gang were planning to attack the 
assigned targets given to them 
by their foreign handlers,” DGP 
Yadav added.

Operative of Lawrence Bishnoi, Goldy Brar Gang 
Arrested In Punjab

BALRAMPUR, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Two people 
riding a motorcycle died 
after being run over by 
a speeding car on the 
Hariharhaganj-Lalia 
road in UP’s Balrampur, 
police said today.

The incident occurred 
on Tuesday evening 
when the victims, 
former Ghoomnahava 
Sarakhava village head 
Kaleem Khan (48) and 
his relative Moharram 
Ali (55), were returning 
home from the district 

court, they said.
Dehat Kotwali police 

station SHO Kuldeep 
Tripathi said they were 
hit by a speeding SUV 
from behind near the 
Kodari Ghat bridge. 
The SUV then ran them 
over and fled the spot, 
he added.

He said police took 
the injured to a hospital, 
where doctors declared 
Kaleem Khan dead 
while Moharram Ali suc-
cumbed to injuries later 
during treatment.

A case was lodged 
against some people 
of the village based on 
a complaint by Kaleem 
Khan’s father, who 
alleged that a con-
spiracy was hatched 
to murder the duo, Mr 
Tripathi said.

Superintendent of 
Police Keshav Kumar 
said the bodies were 
sent for post-mortem 
examination and the 
matter was being inves-
tigated.

2 On Motorbike Dead After Being Run Over 
By Car In UP’s Balrampur: Cops
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KHAN YOUNIS (GAZA 
STRIP), Oct 18 (Agencies): A 
massive blast rocked a Gaza 
City hospital packed with 
wounded and other Palestin-
ians seeking shelter on Tues-
day, killing hundreds of people, 
the Hamas-run Health Ministry 
said.

Hamas blamed an Israeli air-
strike, while the Israeli military 
blamed a rocket misfired by 
other Palestinian militants.

At least 500 people were 
killed, the ministry said.

As rage spread through the 
region because of the hospital 
carnage, and with US Presi-
dent Joe Biden heading to the 
Mideast in hopes of stopping 
the war from spreading, Jor-
dan’s foreign minister said his 
country cancelled a regional 
summit scheduled for Wednes-
day in Amman, where Biden 
was to meet with Jordan’s 
King Abdullah II, Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
and Egyptian President Abdel 

Fattah el-Sissi.
The war between Israel and 

Hamas was “pushing the region 
to the brink,” Foreign Minister 
Ayman Safadi told state-run 
television. He said Jordan 
would host the summit only 
when everyone had agreed its 
purpose would be to “stop the 
war, respect the humanity of 
the Palestinians and deliver the 
aid they deserve”.

Biden would now visit only 

Israel, a White House official 
said.

The explosion at the al-Ahli 
Hospital left gruesome scenes. 
Video that The Associated 
Press confirmed was from the 
hospital showed fire engulf-
ing the building and the hos-
pital grounds strewn with torn 
bodies, many of them young 
children. The grass around 
them was strewn with blankets, 
school backpacks and other 

belongings.
The bloodshed unfolded as 

the US tried to convince Israel 
to allow the delivery of sup-
plies to desperate civilians, 
aid groups and hospitals in 
the tiny Gaza Strip, which has 
been under a complete siege 
since Hamas’ deadly rampage 
in southern Israel last week. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
increasingly desperate people 
were searching for bread and 
water.

Hamas called Tuesday’s hos-
pital blast “a horrific massacre”, 
saying it was caused by an 
Israeli strike.

The Israeli military blamed 
Islamic Jihad, a smaller, more 
radical Palestinian militant 
group that often works with 
Hamas. The military said 
Islamic Jihad militants had fired 
a barrage of rockets near the 
hospital and that “intelligence 
from multiple sources” indicat-
ed the group was responsible.

After blast kills hundreds at Gaza hospital, Hamas 
and Israel trade blame

GAZA, Oct 18 (Agen-
cies): Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas 
said early on Wednes-
day that targeting Al-
Ahli hospital is a “hid-
eous war massacre” 
that cannot be toler-
ated, adding that any 
talks about anything 

else rather than stop-
ping the war is unac-
ceptable.

“Israel has crossed all 
red lines. ... We will not 
leave nor allow anyone 
to expel us from there”, 
he added.

Health authorities in 

the Hamas-ruled Gaza 
Strip said that an Israeli 
air strike caused the 
blast killing hundreds at 
the hospital, while Isra-
el’s military attributed it 
to a failed rocket launch 
by the Palestinian Islam-
ic Jihad militant group.

Targeting Gaza hospital is 
‘hideous war massacre’ that 
cannot be tolerated: 
Palestinian President

Hamas blames an Israeli airstrike, while the Israeli military blames a rocket 
misfired by other Palestinian militants

WASHINGTON, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Within hours of 
the horrific October 7 attack by 
Hamas, the US began moving 
warships and aircraft to the 
region to be ready to provide 
Israel with whatever it needed 
to respond.

More ships and forces were 
heading toward Israel, and 
other troops in the US were 
preparing to deploy if called on.

One US aircraft carrier and 
its strike group are already in 
the eastern Mediterranean and 
a second one has left the US 
and is heading that way. In addi-
tion, three Marine warships are 
moving into the region. Scores 
of aircraft were dispatched to 
US military bases around the 
Middle East, and American 
special operations forces are 
working with Israel’s military in 
planning and intelligence.

As of Tuesday, five shipments 
of US weapons and equipment 
had arrived in Israel.

The build-up reflects grow-
ing US concern that the deadly 
fighting between Hamas and 
Israel will escalate into wider 
regional conflict.

So the key mission for Ameri-
can ships and warplanes is to 
establish a large and visible 
presence that will deter Hezbol-
lah, Iran or others from taking 
advantage of the situation.

A look at what weapons and 
assistance the US military is 
providing:          

One of the most visible exam-
ples of the US response is in the 
waters surrounding Israel — an 
array of massive warships are 
in or moving toward the east-
ern Mediterranean and the Red 

Sea.
The USS Gerald R. Ford car-

rier strike group was ordered 
to go to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean within hours after the 
attack, and on Tuesday the 
Pentagon said the ship’s six-
month deployment in the region 
has been extended and gave no 
end date.

Defence Secretary Lloyd 
Austin in recent days ordered 
the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower 
carrier strike group to join the 
Ford in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, and those ships are now 
heading across the Atlantic 
Ocean.

The Pentagon said it was 
sending the USS Bataan 
amphibious ready group, which 
consists of three ships carrying 
thousands of Marines from the 
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
into the region.

A US official said the USS 
Mesa Verde, an amphibious 
transport dock, is in the Medi-
terranean Sea, and the Bataan, 
an amphibious assault ship, 
and the USS Carter Hall, a 
dock landing ship, were in the 
Gulf region and are now head-
ing toward the Red Sea. The 
official spoke on condition of 
anonymity to provide details on 
ship locations.

The ships carry helicopters 
and assault craft that can insert 
Marines into hostile territory or 
provide medical care or other 
assistance.

The warships, particularly the 
aircraft carriers with their fighter 
jets and surveillance aircraft, 
have historically proven to be 
an effective deterrent against 
Iranian and other militant activ-

ity in the Middle East.
The carriers serve as com-

mand-and-control centres and 
can conduct information war-
fare. They carry F-18 fighter jets 
that can fly deterrence missions 
or strike targets. And they also 
have E-2 Hawkeye surveillance 
planes that can provide early 
warning on missile launches 
and detect enemy movements.

Aircraft loaded with US weap-
ons have already begun arriv-
ing in Israel. Austin watched as 
crew were unloading one C-17 
transport plane on Friday at 
Nevatim air base east of Gaza. 
On Tuesday, the Pentagon 
said five such deliveries have 
already been made and more 
are expected.

US defence officials say the 
administration has already 
given Israel small diameter 
bombs, other munition and 
interceptor missiles for its Iron 
Dome air defence system, and 
more will come. The US is also 
getting defence companies to 
expedite weapons orders by 
Israel that were already on the 
books, including munitions for 
the Iron Dome.

The Iron Dome munitions the 
US provides to Israel will likely 
be in addition to ones Israel 
had already ordered and will be 
part of ongoing military assis-
tance packages. The packages 
will also include JDAM kits — 
essentially a tail fin and naviga-
tion kit that turns a “dumb” bomb 
into a “smart” bomb that can be 
guided to a target.

In addition, the US has set up 
a small cell of special opera-
tions forces that has been work-
ing with Israel, providing intel-

ligence and planning, as well 
as advice to the Israeli Defence 
Forces on hostage recovery 
efforts. The Pentagon has said 
those troops are not participat-
ing in any hostage rescues and 
there are no other US military 
forces on the ground in Israel.

AIR FORCE WARPLANES
The Pentagon has also 

ordered additional warplanes 
to bolster A-10, F-15 and F-16 
squadrons at bases throughout 
the Middle East. More will be 
added if needed.

Air Force Secretary Frank 
Kendall said last week at an 
Atlantic Council event that the 
service was ordering units that 
were about to come home to 
remain in place along with their 
replacements.

The US Air Force already 
has significant airpower in the 
region to conduct manned and 
unmanned operations, most 
notably in Syria, where an 
Air Force F-16 last week was 
ordered to shoot down a Turkish 
drone that was posing a threat 
to US ground forces.

AND MORE TROOPS ARE 
GETTING READY

Austin ordered about 2,000 
US forces to be prepared to 
deploy if needed in the coming 
days and weeks. Pentagon 
spokeswoman Sabrina Singh 
told reporters Tuesday that the 
units have not yet been identi-
fied. She said the troops would 
be able to respond quickly, par-
ticularly to provide intelligence 
and surveillance, transportation 
and medical assistance.

The 2,000 troops are likely to 
include additional Air Force and 
Army personnel.

More US ships head toward Israel, 2,000 troops 
on heightened alert

BEIJING, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Beijing will 
inject over $100 billion 
of new funding into its 
Belt and Road initiative, 
President Xi Jinping 
said Wednesday at a 
summit marking the 
vast infrastructure proj-
ect’s tenth anniversary.

The Belt and Road is a 
central pillar of Xi’s bid 
to expand China’s clout 
overseas, with Beijing 
saying it has now inked 
over two trillion dollars 
in contracts around the 
world.

Proponents hail it for 
bringing resources and 
economic growth to the 
Global South.

But the initiative has 
also been slammed for 
saddling poor countries 
with enormous debt.

Xi announced on 
Wednesday that key 
Belt and Road lenders 
the China Development 
Bank and the Export-

Import Bank will now 
offer an additional $100 
billion in loans.

Both will set up financ-
ing opportunities of 350 
billion yuan ($47.9 bil-
lion) for BRI projects, 
he said.

An additional 80 bil-
lion yuan will be injected 
into the project’s official 
lending institution, the 
Silk Road fund, Xi said.

This week’s forum, 
attended by represen-
tatives of 130 countries, 
is the third major summit 
of its kind to be hosted 
by Beijing since the Belt 
and Road’s launch in 
2013.

Critics have long 
pointed to opaque pric-
ing for BRI projects built 
by Chinese companies, 
with countries including 
Malaysia and Myanmar 
renegotiating deals to 
bring down costs.

Beijing has been 
forced to hand out bil-

lions of dollars in bailout 
loans to BRI countries 
in recent years to allow 
the countries to extend 
their loans and remain 
solvent, according to 
a joint report this year 
by the World Bank and 
other institutions.

And China said this 
month that BRI par-
ticipants owe more 
than $300 billion to the 
Export-Import Bank of 
China.

The initiative has also 
drawn scrutiny for its 
massive carbon footprint 
and the environmental 
degradation caused by 
massive infrastructure 
projects.

The development of 
megaports, pipelines, 
railways and highways 
could render the Paris 
climate goals unreach-
able, researchers from 
China, the United States 
and the United Kingdom 
warned in 2019.

Chinese President announces 
over $100 billion in new Belt 
and Road funding

KHAN YOUNIS, Oct 18 (Agen-
cies): Doctors in Gaza City faced 
with dwindling medical supplies 
performed surgery on hospital 
floors, often without anesthesia, 
in a desperate bid to save badly 
wounded victims of a massive 
blast that killed hundreds of Pal-
estinians sheltering in a nearby 
hospital amid Israeli bombings 
and a blockade of the territory.

The Hamas militant group 
blamed the blast on an Israeli 
airstrike, while the Israeli military 
blamed a rocket misfired by other 
Palestinian militants. At least 500 
people were killed, the Hamas-
run Health Ministry said.

Rage at the hospital carnage 
spread through the Middle East 
as U.S. President Joe Biden 
headed to the region in hopes 
of stopping a spread of the war, 
which started after Hamas mili-
tants attacked towns and cities 
across southern Israel last week.

Jordan’s foreign minister said his 
country canceled a meeting there 
between Biden, Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi. 
Biden will now visit only Israel, a 

White House official said.
The war between Israel and 

Hamas was “pushing the region 
to the brink,” Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Ayman Safadi told state-
run television.

Israel continued its airstrikes on 
Gaza on Wednesday, according to 
Gaza’s interior ministry.

The explosion at the al-Ahli Hos-
pital on Tuesday night left grue-
some scenes. Hundreds of Pal-
estinians had taken refuge in al-
Ahli and other hospitals in Gaza 
City, hoping they would be spared 
bombardment after Israel ordered 
all residents of the city and sur-
rounding areas to evacuate to the 
southern Gaza Strip.

Video that The Associated Press 
confirmed was from the hospi-
tal showed the hospital grounds 
strewn with torn bodies, many 
of them young children, as fire 
engulfed the building. The grass 
was strewn with blankets, school 
backpacks and other belongings. 
On Wednesday morning the blast 
scene was littered with charred 
cars and the ground was black-
ened by debris.

Ambulances and private cars 
rushed some 350 casualties to 

Gaza City’s main hospital, al-Shifa, 
which was already overwhelmed 
with wounded from other strikes, 
said its director, Mohammed Abu 
Selmia.

Victims arrived with gruesome 
injuries, Gaza Health Ministry 
spokesperson Ashraf al-Qidra 
said. Some were decapitated, dis-
emboweled, or missing limbs.

Doctors in the overwhelmed hos-
pital resorted to performing surgery 
on floor and in the halls, mostly 
without anesthesia.

“We need equipment, we need 
medicine, we need beds, we need 
anesthesia, we need everything,” 
Abu Selmia said. He warned that 

fuel for the hospital’s generators 
would run out within hours, forcing 
a complete shutdown, unless sup-
plies enter the Gaza Strip.

The bloodshed unfolded as the 
U.S. tried to convince Israel to 
allow the delivery of supplies to 
desperate civilians, aid groups and 
hospitals in the tiny Gaza Strip, 
which has been under a complete 
siege since Hamas’ deadly ram-
page last week. Hundreds of thou-
sands of increasingly desperate 
people were searching for bread 
and water.

Hamas called Tuesday’s hospital 
blast “a horrific massacre,” saying 
it was caused by an Israeli strike.

The Israeli military blamed the 
blast on Islamic Jihad, a smaller, 
more radical Palestinian mili-
tant group that often works with 
Hamas. The military said Islamic 
Jihad militants had fired a barrage 
of rockets near the hospital and 
that “intelligence from multiple 
sources” indicated the group was 
responsible.

In a briefing with reporters, the 
chief army spokesman, Rear 
Adm. Daniel Hagari, said the 
army determined there were no 
air force, ground or naval attacks 
in the area at the time of the blast. 
He said radar detected outgoing 
rocket fire at the same moment, 
and intercepted communications 
between militant groups indicated 
that Islamic Jihad fired the rockets.

Hagari also shared aerial footage 
collected by a military drone that 
showed a blast that he said was 
inconsistent with Israeli weaponry. 
He said the explosion occurred in 
the building’s parking lot, and he 
noted that the death toll could not 
be confirmed.

Since the war began, the military 
said in a statement that roughly 
450 rockets fired at Israel by mili-
tant groups had landed in Gaza, 

“endangering and harming the 
lives of Gazan residents.”

Islamic Jihad dismissed those 
claims, accusing Israel of “trying 
hard to evade responsibility for the 
brutal massacre it committed.”

The group pointed to Israel’s 
order that Al-Ahli be evacuated 
and reports of a previous blast at 
the hospital as proof that the hos-
pital was an Israeli target. It also 
said the scale of the explosion, the 
angle of the bomb’s fall and the 
extent of the destruction all pointed 
to Israel.

Before the al-Alhi Hospital 
deaths, Israeli strikes on Gaza 
killed at least 2,778 people and 
wounded 9,700, according to the 
Gaza Health Ministry, and nearly 
two-thirds of those killed were chil-
dren. Another 1,200 people across 
Gaza are believed to be buried 
under the rubble, alive or dead, 
health authorities said.

More than 1,400 people in Israel 
have been killed, mostly civilians 
who were slain in Hamas’ Oct. 7 
attack. The assault also resulted 
in some 200 being taken captive 
into Gaza. Militants in Gaza have 
launched rockets every day since, 
aiming at cities across Israel.

Gaza’s doctors struggle to save hospital blast survivors as Middle East rage grows
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Narco-terrorism, 
psychological warfare 

big threats: LG Manoj 
Sinha

in youth into various sports related activi-
ties.

Reaching out to new pass outs, the LG 
said that, “you should take a pledge and 
ensure that you will fight against terror and 
terrorism. Youth should make eliminating 
terror as your ultimate goal.”

The LG paid rich tributes to fallen brave-
hearts of police including DSP Humayun 
Bhat and others. He said J&K and the 
entire nation is indebted to these heroes 
for laying down their lives for their nation 
and homeland. He also urged police to take 
a lead in Smart Policing as stated by the 
Prime Minister Narendera Modi.

Over 1.27 lakh pilgrims 
visit Vaishno Devi Shrine 
in first 3 days of Navratra

free-of-cost facility and caters to around 
10,000 pilgrims per day.

A ‘Bhojanalaya’ at Bharav Ghati was also 
introduced on the first day of the Navratra 
for the benefit of the devotees, the officials 
said.

Besides 12 viewpoints or refreshment 
units, the shrine board runs full-fledged 
Bhojanalyas at five places – three at 

Bhawan and one each at Adkuwari and 
Sanjichhat — to provide wholesome and 
hygienic food to the pilgrims on a no-profit 
basis.

Expressing satisfaction over the arrange-
ments, the pilgrims thanked the shrine 
board for continuously upgrading and 
expanding the infrastructure in and around 
the shrine.

“After a gap of nine years, I came to seek 
the blessings of Mata and was astonished 
to notice massive infrastructure develop-
ment at the shrine and en route for the 
benefit of the devotees,” Vijay Sharma, a 
resident of Delhi, said.

Sharma, who was accompanied by two of 
his friends, visited the shrine on the third 
day of Navratra and lauded the efforts of 
the shrine board for the hassle-free man-
agement of a heavy rush of pilgrims.

The main highlights of the nine-day event 
taking place in Katra – the base camp for 
the pilgrims visiting the shrine – include 
Ramleela, an all-India devotional song 
competition, Bhagwat Katha, Prabhat 
Pheri, Shobha Yatra, laser show narrating 
“Mata Ki Kahani”, wrestling competition, 
‘Hassaya Vyang’ and a programme by spe-
cially abled children among others.

Police Stations being 
upgraded with latest 

gadgets, weaponry, says 
Dilbagh Singh

welfare measures, to provide more 

facilities, Rs. 2.25 crore more for SPOs. 
Promotions issue smoothened by Home 
Secretary, LG issued orders, 4000 people 
promoted. A few days later, 27 KPS were 
inducted into IPS, a record,” he said.

The DGP congratulated the new pass 
outs and wished them all the best. He said 
two women battalions are being raised 
while as border grid will be further strength-
ened in the coming months.

Kashmiri dermatologist 
receives prestigious 

award at European 
Dermatology Congress
the discoverer of the sign “Tasleem’s 

water jet sign” in dermatology and has 
also discovered an innovative technique 
to measure area of graft required for vitiligo 
surgeries.

He has co-authored an article on Melas-
ma Severity Index (MSI), a new melas-
ma scoring system which has received a 
national award (Dr S. Premalatha Award-
2016) by IADVL. He has won the title World 
Champion-2019 in Dermatology (Sclero-
derma) recognized by IASR.

His thrust area of research is Scleroder-
ma and has more than 25 research pub-
lications dedicated to scleroderma only.

His research on “esophageal involve-
ment in systemic sclerosis and morphea” 
has received recognition by NEJM in their 
journal watch and is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Upcoming book “Morphea and Related 

Disorders” by Bentham Science Publish-
ers.

He has also discovered an Innovative 
technique for administration of Botox 
for axillary hyperhidrosis and is the Life 
member of IADVL, ISPD, PDS, ACSI, 
CDSI, HRSI, IASSTD & AIDS, NSI, CODFI.

Dr Arif is also serving as reviewer for 
more than 15 top impact dermatology jour-
nals and is the Editorial board member of 
more than 25 medical journals.

He is currently working as Dermatology 
Specialist in Dar As Sihha Medical Com-
plex, Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

The award received by Dr Arif is annually 
given by European Academy of Dermatol-
ogy and Venereology (EADV) to only 12 
young (less than 40 years of age) derma-
tologists from the non-European countries 
of the world.

The selection of applications from eli-
gible candidates is based on several cri-
teria which include the number of pub-
lished research articles in medical jour-
nals, number of published books or book 
chapters in national and international 
books, number of scientific presentations 
in national and international conferences 
and number of scientific research post-
ers presented in national and international 
conferences.

The top 12 candidates with the highest 
scores from all the non-European coun-
tries of the world are declared as winners 
of the award.

Traffic restored on 

Jammu-Srinagar 
highway after two days
road block.
He further said that Srinagar-Sonamarg-

Gumri road is also open for vehicular 
movement. However, Mughal road that 
connects Shopian in south Kashmir with 
Rajouri and Poonch districts is still closed 
due to snow accumulation.

MeT predicts clear, 
warmer days in J&K

cloudy. “There is possibility of light rain/
snowfall (over higher reaches) at scattered 
places of J&K during these days,” he said, 
adding, “From October 24-28, the weather 
is expected to be partly cloudy.” Overall, 
he said, there is no forecast of any major 
rain and snowfall for the next 10 days in 
J&K and Ladakh.

He said that the weather was favourable 
for harvesting and all outdoor activities.

In the past few days, there was con-
siderable drop in mercury with Srinagar 
recording a maximum of 11.6°C on Tues-
day which was 10.1°C below normal for 
the summer capital.

There are reports of fresh light snowfall 
from Gulmarg, Sadnatop, Peer ki Gali, 
Simthan Pass, Gurez, Tulail, Sonamarg, 
the Zojila axis on the Srinagar-Leh High-
way besides the upper reaches.

Also Jammu city recorded a maximum of 
17.8°C on October 17 which was 13.5°C 
below normal for the winter capital.
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SHOPIAN, Oct 18: 
Income Tax Department 
in collaboration with 
District administration 
Shopian today organ-
ised a Tax Awareness 
Program at Shopian to 
sensitise DDOs and tax 
payers about the dif-
ferent provisions of the 
Income Tax Act and to 
highlight the role of the 
DDOs in tax deduction.

Through PowerPoint 
presentation and lec-
tures by speakers 
including Sumit Kumar, 
Income Tax Officer, 
Karamvir,

Income Tax Officer 
and  Sarfaraz Ahmad 
Bhat State Taxes Offi-
cer Shopian, important 
aspects of Income Tax 
Act, including filling of 
timely ITRs, compu-
tation of Income Tax, 

exceptions and inclu-
sion of other income 
sources were high-
lighted.

 DDOs were educated 
about the process of 
TDS, filing of ITRs,  the 
importance of the tax 
regime and their role 
and responsibilities 
under the Act.

DC Shopian, Faz Lul 
Haseeb who attended 
the awareness pro-
gramme as Chief Guest, 
said the organisa-
tion of the programme 
was much needed for 
DDOs as the same shall 
acquaint the concerned 
for better implementa-
tion of the tax regime. 
He also emphasised 
upon all to take benefit 
of the sessions as to ful-
fill their financial duties 
while also highlighting 
the role of taxes for the 
socio economic devel-

opment of the Nation.
S h a k i l  A h m a d 

Ganie,Deputy Com-
missioner, Income Tax, 
Srinagar while address-
ing the session enumer-
ated the benefits of the 
role of Income  tax in 
the development of the 
country, and the timely 
and responsible deduc-
tion/ filling of returns by 
DDOs and individual tax 
payers.

Queries of participants 
were also addressed 
through a lively interac-
tion.

Later a session on 
Income tax was also 
held for traders of the 
district Shopian.

The awareness Camp 
was attended by various 
district officers, DDOs, 
dealing assistants,  
employees and the 
members of the busi-
ness fraternity.

In the program, 
office bearers of vari-
ous trade associations 
while appreciating the 
awareness program 
impressed upon the 
need to raise aware-
ness among the grass-
root level businessmen 
especially the commis-
sion agents working at 
fruit mandi Shopian.

IT Deptt, District Administration 
Shopian organise ‘Tax 
Awareness Program’
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GANDERBAL, Oct 18: Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
Ganderbal convened its third 
Under Trial Review Commit-
tee (UTRC) meeting at District 
Court Ganderbal today and was 
conducted in strict adherence 
to the directives issued by the 
National Legal Services Author-
ity (NLSA) and J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority (J&K LSA). 

The meeting was held under 
the chairmanship of the Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Judge Ganderbal / Chairman 
DLSA Ganderbal, and under 
the guidance of the Civil Judge 
(Sr. Division) /Secretary, DLSA 
Ganderbal.

The primary objective of the 
3rd UTRC meeting was to 
streamline and expedite the 
judicial process, aiming for 
timely resolution of cases and 
alleviating the burden on the 
litigants. 

The meeting witnessed fruit-
ful discussions on implementing 
innovative strategies and best 
practices to further enhance 
the efficiency of the judiciary in 
District Ganderbal.

The meeting was headed by 
Pr. District & Sessions Judge 
and Chairman District Legal 
Services Authority,  Ritesh 
Kumar Dubey, and attended by 
Civil Judge (Sr. Division) /Sec-
retary, DLSA Ganderbal, Ms. 
Nusrat Ali Hakak, Addl. District 

Development Commissioner of 
Ganderbal, Mushtaq Ahmad, 
Additional Superintendent of 
Police, Aijaz Ahmad Malik, 
Chief Prosecuting Officer,  
Shafat Ahmad, and Incharge 
Officer of Subsidiary Jail Digni-
bal, Mushtaq Ahmad (S.I). 

Their distinguished presence 
at the meeting underscored 
the commitment and dedica-
tion of all stakeholders towards 
the effective functioning of the 
UTRC. 

With their diverse exper-
tise and experience, these 
esteemed officials contributed 
valuable insights and recom-
mendations that will shape the 
future of the under-trial system 
in Ganderbal.

During the meeting, the com-
mittee reviewed the progress 
and status of the cases that 
were recommended to be con-

sidered for release in the first 
and second UTRC meetings.

 In addition, the participants 
engaged in fruitful deliberations 
on various issues pertaining to 
under trial cases including case 
pendency, legal aid, bail, and 
other relevant matters.

The discussions primarily 
focused on the importance of 
formulating effective strategies 
to streamline the legal system 
and facilitate the timely resolu-
tion of pending cases. 

The participants emphasized 
the need to ensure the speedy 
trial of under trial cases while 
upholding the principles of jus-
tice and fairness. 

The committee also recog-
nized the significance of provid-
ing adequate legal aid to under 
trial prisoners, especially those 
who cannot afford legal repre-
sentation. 

The participants discussed 
various measures to enhance 
the availability of legal aid ser-
vices, aiming to bridge the gap 
between the underprivileged 
and the justice system.

Another crucial topic tackled 
during the meeting was the con-
sideration of bail applications. 

The committee deliberated 
on the criteria for granting bail, 
taking into account the nature 
of the offense, the likelihood of 
the accused absconding, and 
the potential dangers posed to 
society.

The Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge expressed grati-
tude towards the participants 
for their active involvement in 
the meeting, and highlighted the 
commitment of the judiciary in 
providing speedy justice to all.

 Additionally, Secretary DLSA 
Ganderbal, extended guidance 
and support, emphasizing the 
need for collaboration and coor-
dination among all stakeholders 
for a more effective functioning 
of the judicial system.

DLSA Ganderbal remains 
committed to ensuring the 
administration of justice in a fair 
and efficient manner. Through 
initiatives like UTRC meet-
ings, it strives to address the 
challenges faced by the under 
trial inmates and work towards 
achieving a more effective and 
expedited legal system.

DLSA Ganderbal holds 3rd UTRC meeting
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BANDIPORA, Oct 
18: Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC) Bandi-
pora, Ali Afsar Khan on 
Wednesday inaugurat-
ed a two days Seminar 
on Bee-keeping at Town 
Hall Bandipora.

The programme was 
organized by Agri-
culture Production 
and Farmers Welfare 
department Bandipora 
under National Bee and 
Honey Mission (NBHM) 
and was attended by 
President Municipal 

Council Bandipora 
Basharat Hussain 
Najar, Cheif Agriculture 
Officer (CAO) Javid 
Iqbal Samoon, District 
Subject Matter Special-
ist Abdul Majeed Lone 
besides beekeepers 
and progressive farm-
ers. 

Speaking at the inau-
gural session, the ADDC 
marked the importance 
of beekeeping as a 
source of income for the 
farmers. He said that it 
is encouraging that a 
large number of youth 
in Bandipora district are 
taking beekeeping as a 

main venture to earn 
income and livelihood.

Encouraging youth 
to come forward and 
establish beekeep-
ing units of their own, 
the ADDC urged them 
to take benefit from 
the programme and 
schemes being run by 
the department for the 
promotion of beekeep-
ing and other allied 
activities.

E x p e r t s  f r o m 
SKUAST-K were also 
present on the occa-
sion and highlighted the 
importance and proper 
management in bee 

keeping. 
On the occasion, 

Javid Iqbal Samoon 
said that objectives of 
the 2-day’s event are to 
create awareness about 
the importance of bee-
keeping in enhancing 
crop yields and promot-
ing biodiversity. He said 
that the farmers will gain 
valuable knowledge into 
the symbiotic relation-
ship between agricul-
ture and apiculture.

He further stated 
that beekeeping as an 
enterprise can be a sig-
nificant step for boost-
ing the income and 
livelihood opportunities 
for the youth including 
landless farmers.

He said that the gov-
ernment has kept avail-
able different schemes 
for the welfare of farm-
ers community. He 
urged farmers to come 
farward and reap the 
benefits of available 
schemes for overall 
socio-economic devel-
opment.

ADDC Bandipora inaugurates awareness 
programme on Bee-Keeping

Top News Report

GANDERBAL, Oct 
18: Continuing with its 
endeavor to redress 
the grievances of the 
people at their door-
steps, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Shy-
ambir today convened 
a Grievance Redressal 
Camp as a part of 
weekly Block Diwas 
programme here at 
Tehsil building Wakura.

The program was 
attended by promi-
nent citizens and PRI 
of block Wakura who 
apprised the DC about 
grievances and devel-
opmental needs in their 
respective areas.

Locals put forth their 
issues relating to prob-
lems particularly devel-

opment of existing 
roads, up gradation of 
PHC, up gradation of 
infrastructure of Govt. 
High School, facilities 
at Tehsil Office Wakura, 
early commissioning of 
water supply scheme 
for Wakura, dredging of 
Dub Canal, up gradation 
of drainage system and 
other issues of public 
importance.

 While replying to the 
demand for dredging of 
Dub Canal, the DC said 
that district administra-
tion has taken several 
steps including dredg-
ing and repair works of 
the canal and appealed 
to the people to refrain 
from throwing waste into 
the water bodies to keep 
them neat and clean.

The DC maintained 

that the door to door 
waste collection pro-
cess has already start-
ed in all the blocks of the 
district and appealed to 
the locals to use dust-
bins for waste collection 
and ensure cleanliness 
around their surround-
ings. He appealed to all 
households and busi-
ness establishments 
to timely pay monthly 
payment for waste col-
lection.

The District Adminis-
tration also maintained 
that district adminis-
tration is organizing a 
mega Job fair under 
Berozgar Mukt Gander-
bal, on 20 October, 2023 
at Manasbal in which 
over 20 companies are 
participating and urged 
local unemployed youth 
to participate actively in 
the job fair. 

He also sought coop-
eration from locals in 
establishing various 
government programs 
successfully on the 
ground including Nasha 
Mukt, Swachta Hi Sewa, 
Berozgar Mukt and 

other flagship programs.
On the occasion, BDC 

Chairperson Wakura 
highlighted the develop-
mental works registered 
in the last five years 
due to which the land-
scape of the Block has 
changed and appreciat-
ed several departments 
for their commendable 
job especially R&B, 
PDD, RDD and others.

He also appreciated 
the Social Welfare 
Department, Agriculture 
and other allied Depart-
ments for the saturation 
of various beneficiary 
oriented schemes in 
block Wakura which 
are aimed at providing 
socio-economic sup-
port to the downtrodden 
people.  Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner, Muhstaq 
Ahmad Simnani, Chief 
Planning Officer, Irfan 
Giri; Assistant Commis-
sioner Development, Dr 
Bashir Ahmad, DSWO, 
DSHO,  and officials of 
other line departments 
also attended the Block 
Diwas.

DC Ganderbal presides over grievance 
redressal camp at Wakura
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BENGALURU, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Gold prices 
touched a near one-
month high on Wednes-
day, after a deadly blast 
in Gaza fuelled fears 
about the Middle East 
conflict escalating and 
kept the safe-haven 
asset a favoured invest-
ment.

Spot gold rose 0.7 per 
cent to $1,935.63 per 
ounce by 0700 GMT, 
after scaling its highest 
since September 20 
earlier in the session. 
US gold futures also 
jumped 0.7 per cent to 
$1,948.40.

Gold has benefited 
from a combination of 
geopolitical risk pre-
mium on fears of a 
prolonged conflict, 
momentum after break-
ing above key techni-

cal levels and stagfla-
tion risks due to high 
oil prices, said Kelvin 
Wong, senior market 
analyst for Asia Pacific 
at OANDA.

Hundreds were killed 
in a blast at a Gaza City 
hospital on Tuesday, 
Palestinian officials 
said, igniting protests 
in the West Bank and 
around the Middle East.

“Safe-haven flows 
amid geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle 
East have remained the 
dominant catalyst for 
gold prices,” IG market 
strategist Yeap Jun 
Rong said.

“The risks of further 
escalation may be sup-
portive of prices for now, 
but the $1,945 level 
may prove to be a cru-
cial resistance to over-

come.”
Gold prices have 

surged about $100 
since the conflict began 
despite recent robust 
US economic data 
boosting bets of higher-
for-longer interest rates, 
which tends to weigh on 
non-yielding gold. US/

Investors now await 
Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell’s speech 
on Thursday for cues on 
interest rates.

“The higher-for-longer 
(rates) narrative that has 
pinned down gold over 
the last couple of weeks 
appears to see tentative 
signs of fading as mar-
kets look to refreshed 
comments from Fed 
officials,” OCBC said in 
its monthly commodities 
outlook.

Bullion also got a boost 
after data showed top 
consumer China’s econ-
omy grew at a faster-
than-expected clip in the 
third quarter from a year 
earlier.

Spot silver advanced 
0.9 per cent to $23.02, 
platinum rose 0.3 per 
cent to $900.15 and pal-
ladium fell 0.2 per cent 
to $1,141.04.

Gold prices jump to nearly 1-month 
high as Israel-Hamas war intensifies

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agen-
cies): In an unusual move, the 
Supreme Court on Wednesday 
issued notices to the National 
Company Law Appellate Tri-
bunal judicial member Rakesh 
Kumar and technical member 
Alok Srivastava, asking them 
why contempt proceedings be 
not initiated against them for 
defying apex court orders in 
Finolex Cables disputes matter.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud took 
strong exception to the passing 
of a judgement by the NCLAT 
bench.

The top court set aside the 
NCLAT bench’s October 13 
judgement relating to the annual 
general meeting (AGM) of Fino-
lex Cables without going into its 
merit.

The bench also compris-
ing Justices JB Pardiwala and 
Manoj Misra said the case 
would be heard by NCLAT chief 
Justice Ashok Bhushan.

“NCLAT has got down to a rot 
now. This case is an illustration 
of that rot.We are prima facie of 
the view that the members of the 
NCLAT have failed to disclose 
correct facts.

“We are of the view that it is 
necessary to pass orders to 
ensure that the dignity of this 
court is restored. Parties cannot 
be allowed by recourse to devi-
ous means to obviate this court’s 
orders,” the bench said.

The order is related to the 
annual general meeting (AGM) 
of Finolex Cables and Prakash 
Chhabria and Deepak Chhab-
ria’s legal tussle over the man-
agement control of the com-
pany.

It is rare for the Supreme 
Court to issue contempt notices 
against NCLAT members.

The Supreme Court on Friday 
last had directed the NCLAT 
chairperson to conduct an 

enquiry and submit a report by 
Monday over an allegation that 
one of its benches proceeded 
and delivered an order without 
following the top court’s direc-
tions.

A three-member apex court 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Chandrachud had on that day 
directed the NCLAT to proceed 
to its judgment and declare the 
results of the meeting only after 
getting the scrutiniser’s report.

The Supreme Court order was 
uploaded at 1.55 pm and the 
counsel also informed the devel-
opment to the NCLAT bench, 
which was scheduled to deliver 
the judgment at 2 pm.

However, a two-member 
bench of the NCLAT comprising 
Justice Kumar, Member Judi-
cial, and Srivastava, Member 
Technical, went ahead and pro-
nounced the order, while the 
scrutiniser’s report was upload-
ed at 2:40 pm.

Finolex Cables matter: SC issues contempt notices to NCLAT 
judicial member, technical member for defying its orders

MUMBAI, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Equity 
benchmark indices 
Sensex and Nifty fell 
nearly 1 per cent on 
Wednesday due to a 
sharp jump in global 
crude oil prices and 
sluggish global market 
trends.

Selling pressure in 
banking, financial ser-
vices and energy stocks 
also pulled the bench-
marks lower, traders 
said.

After a day’s breath-
er, the 30-share BSE 
Sensex plunged 551.07 

points or 0.83 per cent 
to settle at 65,877.02. 
During the day, it fell 
585.99 points or 0.88 
per cent to 65,842.10.

The Nifty declined 
140.40 points or 0.71 
per cent to 19,671.10. 
Among the Sensex 
firms, Bajaj Finance fell 
by nearly 3 per cent, 
the most among the 30 
frontline companies.

Bajaj Finserv, Axis 
Bank, HDFC Bank, Reli-
ance Industries, NTPC, 
ICICI Bank and IndusInd 
Bank were the other 
major laggards.

In contrast, Tata 
Motors, Sun Pharma, 
Maruti and Mahindra & 
Mahindra were the gain-
ers.

In Asian markets, 
Shanghai and Hong 
Kong ended in nega-
tive territory while Seoul 
and Tokyo settled in the 
green.

European markets 
were trading lower. The 
US markets ended on a 
mixed note on Tuesday.

Global oil benchmark 
Brent crude jumped 3.36 
per cent to USD 92.92 
a barrel.

Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) bought 
equities worth Rs 263.68 
crore on Tuesday, 
according to exchange 
data.

The BSE benchmark 

had climbed 261.16 
points or 0.39 per cent 
to settle at 66,428.09 
on Tuesday. The Nifty 
gained 79.75 points 
or 0.40 per cent to 
19,811.50.

Markets fall nearly 1 per cent on spike in crude 
oil prices, sluggish global trends

In Asian markets, Shanghai and Hong Kong ended in negative territory while Seoul and 
Tokyo settled in the green

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agencies): Bajaj 
Finance posted a consolidated net 
profit of Rs 3,551 crore in the Septem-
ber quarter, a 28% increase as com-
pared to Rs 2,781 crore in the same 
period last year.  Consolidated profit 
after tax for the first half (H1) of the 
current fiscal stood at Rs 6,988 crore, a 
30% jump from Rs 5,377 crore in H1FY 
2023.

Net interest income (NII) for the quar-
ter jumped 26% to Rs 8,845 crore from 
Rs 7,002 crore and NII for the H1 stood 
at Rs 17,242 crores. However interest 
expense went up 53% to Rs 4,537 croe 

from Rs 2,972 crore in Q2FY23. Loan 
losses and provision of the non-bank-
ing entity increased to Rs 1,077 crore 
from Rs 734 crore in Q2, witnessing 
a 47% jump, denting the profitability. 
Bajaj Finance’s operating expenses to 
net interest income slid to 34% from 
35.9%. Gross non-performing assets 
(NPA) and Net NPA stood at 0.91% 
and  0.31 % in the September quarter 
respectively against 1.17% and 0.44% 
during the same period last year. New 
loans booked during Q2 grew by 26% 
to 8.53 million against 6.76 million in 
the same period last year. 

Bajaj Finance consolidated net profit 
up 28% 

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Adults with 
attention-deficit/hyper-
activity disorder (ADHD) 
are nearly three times 
more likely to develop 
dementia than those 
without the mental dis-
order, researchers have 
found.

Adult ADHD reflects 
a neurological process 
that reduces their abil-
ity to compensate for 
the effects of cognitive 
decline later in life, the 
researchers from Israel, 
Sweden and the US 
said, having followed 
more than 1,00,000 
participants for over 17 
years.

Further, less cognitive 
and brain reserve may 
result in neurological 
processes of ADHD 
that, in turn, reduce 
compensatory abili-
ties, they said in their 
study published in THE 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association 
(JAMA) Network Open.

ADHD is a neurode-
velopmental disorder 
characterised by inabil-
ity to pay attention for 
longer periods, hyper-
activity and impulsive 
behaviour.

Previous studies have 
reported evidence of 
adult-onset ADHD, 
saying that 5 per cent 
of children with ADHD 
meet ADHD criteria in 
adulthood and consti-
tute 3 per cent of adult 
ADHD cases.

Studies also show that 
child and adult ADHD 
present different social, 
psychological, and 
genetic profiles.

Despite being dis-
tinct from childhood 
ADHD, little is known 
about adult ADHD, the 
researchers said.

“By determining if 
adults with ADHD are at 
higher risk for dementia 
and if medications and/
or lifestyle changes can 
affect risks, the out-
comes of this research 
can be used to better 
inform caregivers and 
clinicians,” said study 
author Michal Schnaid-
er Beeri from the Brain 
Health Institute (BHI) of 
Rutgers University, US.

In this study, they 
used data from a 
national cohort study 
consisting of 1,09,218 
members of an Israeli 
nonprofit health main-
tenance organisation 
born between 1933 
and 1952 (aged 51-70 
years). They entered 
the cohort on January 1, 
2003, without an ADHD 
or dementia diagnosis 
and were followed up to 
February 28, 2020. Of 
the group, 51.7 per cent 
were female and 48.3 
per cent were male.

During the follow-up, 
the researchers found 
that 730 participants, or 
0.7 per cent, received 
a diagnosis of adult 
ADHD, and 7,726, or 
7.1 per cent, received a 
diagnosis of dementia.

Of the 7,726 dementia 
cases, 96 were among 
the 730 adults with 
ADHD and the remain-
ing 7,630 in the 1,08,488 
adults not diagnosed to 

have ADHD.
The researchers found 

these results to show 
that an adult ADHD 
diagnosis was associ-
ated with a 2.77-fold 
increased risk of inci-
dent dementia.

Further, 163 of the 
730 adult ADHD cases 
received psychostimu-
lant treatment and were 
seen to exhibit no clear 
increase in the risk of 
dementia associated 
with adult ADHD.

The results suggested 
that adult ADHD treat-
ment incorporating 
psychostimulants may 
help reduce the risk of 
dementia as psycho-
stimulants are known 
to modify the trajec-
tory of cognitive impair-
ment, the researchers 
said, adding that more 
research is needed to 
assess the impact of 
medications in patients 
with ADHD and how 
they could affect risk.

Physicians, clinicians 
and caregivers who 
work with older adults 
should monitor ADHD 
symptoms and associ-
ated medications, the 
researchers said.

They also added that 
symptoms of attention 
deficit and hyperactivity 
in old age shouldn’t be 
ignored and should be 
discussed with physi-
cians.

Adults with ADHD three 
times more likely to develop 
dementia, finds research

LONDON, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Sleeping 
patterns and stress 
hormones could be the 
key to understanding 
how and when people 
with epilepsy are likely 
to experience seizures, 
a new study reveals.

Researchers at the 
University of Birming-
ham in the UK used 
mathematical mod-
elling to understand 
the impact of different 
physiological process-
es, such as sleep and 
changes in concentra-
tion of the stress-hor-
mone cortisol, on key 
signatures of epilepsy 
-- known as epileptiform 
discharges (ED).

Epilepsy is a serious 
neurological disorder 
characterised by a ten-
dency to have recurrent, 
spontaneous seizures.

Classically, seizures 
were assumed to occur 
at random, until the 
discovery of ED activ-
ity with timescales that 
vary from hours and 
days through to months.

The scientists ana-

lysed 24-hour EEG 
recordings from 107 
people with idiopathic 
generalised epilepsy 
and discovered two 
subgroups with distinct 
distributions of epilep-
tiform discharges: one 
with highest incidence 
during sleep and the 
other during daytime.

Publishing their find-
ings in PLOS Computa-
tional Biology, the team 
revealed that either the 
dynamics of cortisol or 
sleep stage transition, or 
a combination of both, 
explained most of the 
observed distributions 
of ED.

“Some 65 million 

people have epilepsy 
worldwide, many of 
whom report specific 
triggers that make their 
seizures more likely - 
the most common of 
which include stress, 
sleep deprivation and 
fatigue,” said lead author 
Isabella Marinelli, from 
the University’s Centre 
for Systems Modelling 
&amp; Quantitative Bio-
medicine (SMQB).

“Our findings provide 
conceptual evidence 
that sleep patterns and 
changes in concentra-
tion of cortisol are under-
lying physiological driv-
ers of rhythms of epilep-
tiform discharges. Our 

mathematical approach 
provides a framework 
for better understanding 
what factors facilitate the 
occurrence of ED activ-
ity and potentially trig-
ger the seizures which 
can be so debilitating for 
epilepsy sufferers,” she 
added.

The researchers’ 
mathematical model 
describes the activity of 
connected brain regions, 
and how the excitabil-
ity of these regions can 
change in response to 
different stimuli - either 
transitions between 
sleep stages or varia-
tion in concentration of 
cortisol.

ED frequency increas-
es during the night, 
early in the morning, 
and in stressful situa-
tions in many people 
with epilepsy. The team 
discovered that sleep 
accounted for 90 per 
cent of variation in one 
subgroup and cortisol 
around 60 per cent in 
the other subgroup.

Cortisol is one of the 
primary stress hor-

mones in humans, 
with production and 
secretion controlled 
by the hypothalamic-
pituitary-adrenal (HPA)-
axis. In stressful situa-
tions, HPA-axis activity 
increases, resulting in a 
higher secretion of cor-
tisol.

“Sleep alone cannot 
account for the changes 
in ED likelihood during 
wakefulness observed 
in our first subgroup,” 
explained Marinelli.

“There is a reduction in 
ED likelihood during the 
sleep time after an initial 
sharp increase during 
the first hours. This can 
be explained by the fact 
that deep sleep, which 
is linked to an increase 
of EDs, is predominant 
during the first third of 
the sleep period. We 
found an increase in 
ED occurrence before 
waking, which -- given 
that the level of cortisol 
is known to increase 
around waking -- sug-
gests a combined effect 
of sleep and cortisol.”

Sleep and stress may be linked with epileptic seizures

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agen-
cies): Diabetes is one of the 
most common lifestyle dis-
eases affecting millions across 
the world. In fact, India is con-
sidered the diabetes capital of 
India. When one is diabetic, it 
means that they have to main-
tain their blood sugar levels by 
modifying their lifestyle.

Fasting for long hours is not 
recommended for people who 
have diabetes as it increases 
the risks of hypoglycemia, which 
means your blood sugar levels 
could go dangerously low.

During Navratri, most people 
observe a fast for nine days. 
People avoid foods like onion 
and garlic and eat just one or 
two meals a day, putting focus 
mainly on water, fruits and dairy.

Fasting has several health 

benefits and many studies indi-
cate that it can aid in digestion, 
improve metabolism and even 
help with weight loss.

However, if you’re diabetic, 
Navratri fasting might not be 
ideal for your health. Dr Mukund 
Singh, Consultant, Internal Med-
icine, Accord Superspeciality 
Hospital, said that prolonged 
fasting during Navratri can pose 
significant challenges for people 
with diabetes.

Blood Sugar Control: Fasting 
for long durations can cause 
fluctuations in blood sugar, lead-
ing to both low and high blood 
sugar episodes.

Medication Management: 
Many individuals with diabetes 
rely on oral medication or insu-
lin to manage their blood sugar 
levels. During fasting, it may be 

necessary to adjust the timings, 
doses, or types of medications 
to accommodate the change in 
eating patterns.

But if you decide to fast 
anyway, here are some precau-
tions if you’re diabetic:

Things to remember if you’re 
fasting

Consult your healthcare pro-
vider before starting any fast.

Regularly check your blood 
sugar levels during fasting to 
ensure they remain within the 
target range.

Drink plenty of water during 
the non-fasting period to prevent 
dehydration. During the non-
fasting window, opt for nutri-
tious, low glycemic index foods 
that provide a slow release of 
glucose, helping to regulate 
blood sugar levels and sustain 

energy. When breaking the fast 
after sunset, it is advisable to 
eat a balanced and healthy 
meal to prevent sudden spikes 
in blood sugar levels.

What should you not do if 
you’re fasting?

Avoid sugar-rich foods as they 
can lead to rapid spikes in blood 
sugar levels.

Do Not Skip Medications
During fasting, it is essential to 

listen to your body. Avoid strenu-
ous physical activities that may 
put excessive stress on your 
body.

“Remember, your health 
should be a priority, and there 
are alternate ways to participate 
in Navratri festivities that can 
bring joy and fulfillment without 
compromising your well-being,” 
underscored Dr Mukund Singh.

Should you observe Navratri fast if you have diabetes?
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Kiwis out to bring Afghans 
back to ground

CHENNAI, Oct 18 
(Agencies): Afghani-
stan’s upset win over 
defending champions 
England has given the 
side a new stature and 
New Zealand wouldn’t 
dare underestimate 
Hashmatullah Shahidi’s 
side when they clash in 
their World Cup match 
here today.

While the Kiwis would 
look to keep their 
unbeaten run going in 
the tournament, Afghan-
istan, who shocked 
England by 69 runs, 
would be keen to create 
another big upset and 
put their campaign back 
on track.

New Zealand are 
going great guns in 
the tournament, having 
won all three matches 
so far. On the other 
hand, Afghanistan had 
an inauspicious start to 
their campaign, losing to 

Bangladesh and India 
before leaving Jos But-
tler’s England in a tizzy 
in New Delhi on Sunday.

New Zealand will again 
be led by wicketkeeper-
batter Tom Latham after 
their charismatic skip-
per Kane Williamson 
suffered a fracture on 
his left thumb during 
the match against Ban-
gladesh and was ruled 
out for a few games. 
Despite the huge set-
back, the Kiwis would 
be looking to make it 
four out of four. It would 
be interesting to see 
if pacer Tim Southee 
finally gets a chance 
against Afghanistan, 
having recovered from 
a thumb injury, though 
his match fitness has 
remained an issue.

The Kiwis will rely 
heavily on their top-
order comprising Will 
Young, Devon Conway 

and Daryl Mitchell, 
while all-rounder Rachin 
Ravindra, with his 
impactful performances 
across departments, 
will also be the player to 
watch.

With the meeting hap-
pening at the Chepauk, 
where the pitch has 
traditionally assisted 
spinners, New Zealand 
will have their hands 
full when they take 
on the trio of Rashid 
Khan, Mujeeb Ur 
Rahman and Moham-
mad Nabi. Rashid and 
Nabi accounted for five 
England wickets. As for 
Afghanistan’s batting 
line-up, opener Rah-
manullah Gurbaz is the 
man in form, having 
scored fifties in two 
matches so far, while the 
likes of skipper Shahidi, 
Azmatullah Omarzai 
and Ikram Alikhil could 
come in handy as well.

DHARAMSALA, Oct 18 
(Agencies): The historic upset 
win over South Africa is not 
a fluke as Netherlands have 
the potential to beat any side 
in the ongoing World Cup if 
they play their best brand of 
cricket, asserted captain Scott 
Edwards.

The Dutch stunned South 
Africa by 38 runs in their round-
robin league clash here on 
Tuesday, their first win against 
a Test playing nation in World 
Cup history. The match was 
reduced to 43-over-a-side affair 
due to rain.

“We go into every game with 
our plans and our ways that 
we’re going to try and win the 
game. For us it’s just about play-
ing our best brand of cricket 
and we feel like if we play well 
enough on the day, we can beat 
any side,” Edwards said at the 
post-match press conference.

It was also Netherlands’ third 
50-over World Cup win and first 
in 16 years. They recorded their 
maiden victory against Namib-

ia in the 2003 edition in South 
Africa. Their second win was 
against Scotland in the 2007 
edition in the West Indies.

Netherlands made it to the 
main tournament in India 
through the qualifying round 
and Edwards said his side did 
not come here just to make up 
numbers.

“Yeah, absolutely. I think 
after qualifying we were pretty 

quick to set our minds to what 
we wanted to do at this tour-
nament. We weren’t coming 
here just to have fun and enjoy 
it. We’re here to win games of 
cricket and give ourselves the 
best chance to make the next 
stage,” Edwards said.

“South Africa is obviously a 
very strong side and they’ll be 
close to that semi-final spot. 
So, if we want to be amongst 

them, we’ve got to beat sides 
like this,” said the 27-year-old 
wicketkeeper.

The Dutch were reeling at 
140 for seven in the 34th over 
before Edwards himself engi-
neered a remarkable recovery 
with an unbeaten 78 off 69 balls 
to take his side to a fighting 245 
for eight. They then shot South 
Africa out for 207 in 42.5 overs.             

Asked what transpired 
between him and other batters 
when they were looking down 
the barrel, Edwards said, “As 
a group we pride ourselves 
on playing total cricket which 
is guys that are coming in at 
number 8, 9, 10 have just as 
much of the ability to put on 
those partnerships.

“But out there batting with 
them, it was just about giving 
ourselves a chance to go harder 
later in the innings. And luckily 
enough, Roelof (van der Merwe) 
and Aryan (Dutt) in there played 
some unbelievable cameos to 
get us to what we thought was 
probably a par score.”

We can beat any side if we play our best brand of cricket: 
Netherlands captain Edwards after stunning SA

Netherlands beat South Africa by 38 runs in Dharamsala

PUNE, Oct 18 (Agencies): 
Three days after India won 
the ODI World Cup encounter 
against Pakistan in Ahmed-
abad, the fans’ focus has shifted 
to Pune as the Rohit Sharma-
led side took a two-day break 
in their campaign.

Scheduled to face Bangladesh 
on Thursday, the team reached 
here on Sunday evening and 
didn’t venture out until today. 
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
reportedly, had left for Mumbai 
from the Pune airport the same 
day. India coach Rahul Dravid 
had a look at the pitch and spent 
some time with the pitch curator 
on Monday.

But today’s optional training 
session turned into a regular 
one as the players went through 
drills. Sharma, Kohli and Ravin-
dra Jadeja had a hit at the nets, 
while spinners and pacers went 
out full steam at the Maharash-
tra Cricket Association Interna-
tional Stadium (MCA stadium) 
here in Gahunje.

Buzz missing
The World Cup buzz is com-

pletely missing in public places 
in the city in stark contrast to 
Ahmedabad where the Indian 
cricketers dominated the bill-
boards, newspaper advertise-
ments and common parlance. 

The city is set to make its crick-
eting history by hosting its first 
World Cup match at the MCA 
Stadium.

Pune, predominantly a city of 
techies, students and business-
men, minds its own work where 
rich and poor have a workman-
like attitude. Fergusson College 
Road, where a big students’ 
community hangs around near 
the colleges till late in the eve-
ning, hardly shows any signs of 
a quadrennial cricketing event 
being held in the city. “Nowa-
days everything is available on 
phone. Youngsters aren’t too 
interested in hanging around 
for hours on end. Moreover, the 
cricket World Cup fever is miss-
ing till now,” said the 23-year-
old Vinay Salunkhe, a Kharadi 

resident.
It does not matter to the fans 

that the Bangladesh team is 
staying at a hotel nearby.

The shopping hub of Kore-
gaon Park and MG Road, too, 
seemed disinterested with any-
thing related to cricket.

“Aapla Match-Day Aala” says 
a multinational footwear giant 
advertisement in a newspaper, 
trying to strike a Marathi con-
nection, but the youths seem to 
be preferring one day more to 
turn up in blues. It does not help 
either that the MCA Stadium in 
Gahunje, along the Mumbai-
Pune Expressway, is outside 
the main city.

Locals said the absence of 
shade over the spectators’ seat-
ing is a big letdown for them. 

“Will see in the evening if we 
get tickets,” said Anmol Parikh, 
a second-year student at ILS 
Law College, adding that the 
online restriction of two tickets 
per person, is a major reason 
why youngsters in groups are 
not coming to the ground.

Shakib recuperating well
Bangladesh captain Shakib 

Al Hasan is recuperating well 
from a left quad injury and is 
hopeful of leading his side in 
their next match against India 
here on Thursday. Shakib suf-
fered the injury during the New 
Zealand match in Chennai but 
batted through the pain and 
bowled his quota of 10 overs 
before limping off the ground. 
Bangladesh suffered a crush-
ing defeat at the hands of New 
Zealand by eight wickets with 
43 balls remaining. Sources 
said Shakib is feeling well but 
will undergo a scan tomorrow to 
give the final go-ahead. Shakib 
(40 and 1/54) suffered a left 
thigh injury while taking a run . 
Sources said the captain is keen 
to play but it depends on his full 
fitness. The team management 
is averse to risksing Shakib for 
just one match as there are still 
six games left for Bangladesh in 
the tournament.

First World Cup match in Pune, but city is low 
on josh

MUMBAI, Oct 18 (Agencies): Mumbai 
Indians on Wednesday, October 18 
announced they parted ways with 
decorated coach Shane Bond after an 
8-year-long association with the former 
New Zealand fast bowler. Bond began 
working with the 5-time Indian Premier 
League champions in 2015 and went 
on to play a crucial role in developing 
the bowling talents at Mumbai Indians. 
Bond also worked as the head coach 
of MI Emirates in the inaugural edition 
of the ILT20.

The decision comes after Lasith Mal-
inga was named as their bowling coach 
for IPL 2024 in August. Malinga, who 
retired in 2021, worked with the Raj-
asthan Royals until IPL 2023 before 
returning to his ‘home’.

Shane Bond worked with the likes 
of Mahela Jayawardene and Mark 
Boucher during his successful tenure 
at Mumbai Indians. Bond took charge 
as the team’s bowling coach in 2015 
and was involved in MI’s title triumphs in 
2015, 2017, 2019 and 2020 to become 
one of the most decorated and celebrat-
ed coaches in franchise history.

“Mumbai Indians announce that 
Shane Bond’s successful tenure that 
began in 2015 has ended after a 9 year 
stint with the team,” the IPL side said in 
a statement.

Bond, who played 18 Tests, 82 ODIs 
and 20 T20Is for New Zealand, was 
instrumental in helping young talents 
blossom at Mumbai Indians. Jasprit 
Bumrah, who earned the international 
spotlight at MI, had credited Bond for 

shaping the early stages of his fast-
bowling career.

Bond thanked the management and 
the fans of the Mumbai Indians in his 
parting note.

“I would like to thank the Ambani family 
for the opportunity to be part of MI One 
Family for the last nine seasons. It has 
been an incredible experience with so 
many great memories on and off the 
field. I have been lucky enough to work 
with and have strong relationships with 
so many great people, both players 
and staff. I will miss them all and wish 
them all the best for the future. Finally 
thanks to the MI Paltan for their support 
as well.”

Mumbai Indians added: “The team 
management, players and staff would 
like to thank Shane Bond for his strong 
work ethic and being a friend to all 
those who have been a part of the One 
Family.”

Mumbai Indians last won the IPL 
title in 2020 after which they missed 
out on the playoffs for two successive 
seasons. Rohit Sharma’s men reached 
the playoffs in 2023 but missed out on 
a place in the final.

IPL: Shane Bond parts with Mumbai 
Indians after 9-year stint in 
coaching roles

DUBAI, Oct 18 (Agen-
cies): Australian legend 
Ricky Ponting believes 
a “laid-back” Rohit 
Sharma is the ideal 
captain to lead India to 
their third ODI World 
Cup title, the second on 
home soil after the 2011 
triumph. With three 
convincing wins under 
their belt, India have 
made a perfect start to 
their World Cup cam-
paign. India defeated 
Australia by six wick-
ets in their tournament 
opener, before register-
ing emphatic eight and 
seven-wicket wins over 
Afghanistan and Paki-
stan to sit on top of the 
points table.

“He’s very laid back, 
Rohit. Very laid back 
with everything he does. 
You can even see that 
by the way that he plays. 
He’s a pretty laconic 
sort of batsman as well, 
and that’s the way he 
is both on and off the 
field,” Ponting told the 
ICC.

Rohit took the captain-
cy reins from Virat Kohli 

in both the white-ball 
formats in December 
2021.

And Ponting believes 
Rohit’s character fits 
perfectly for the India 
job, allowing Kohli to 
focus on his batting.

“Someone like Virat, 
who is a bit more heart-
on-the-sleeve, and 
probably listens to the 
fans and plays up with 
the fans a little bit more, 
someone with his per-
sonality would probably 
find it a bit harder,” the 
two-time World Cup 
winning Australia skip-

per said.
“But I think Rohit will 

be fine with it. He’s a ter-
rific bloke and has been 
a great player for a long 
time, and he’s done a 
great job as leader of 
India.” The Men In Blue 
last won the World Cup 
when the tournament 
was jointly hosted by 
India, Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh in 2011.

So, the extra pressure 
of performing in front 
of home fans would 
definitely be there, but 
Ponting feels Rohit is 
the best man to deal 

with that.
“We can’t sit back 

and say that the pres-
sure won’t get to them 
(India) at some stage, 
or it won’t affect them, 
because it will, just with 
the enormity of the tour-
nament.

“But he’ll (Rohit) take it 
and cope with it as well 
as probably anyone,” he 
said.

Ponting said that with 
all bases covered, India 
are the team to beat in 
the ongoing showpiece.

“I said from the start 
that I think they’re going 
to be the team to beat. 
They’ve got a very tal-
ented team,” he said.

“They’ve got all bases 
covered with their fast 
bowling, their spin and 
their top-order, middle-
order batting. They’re 
going to be extremely 
hard to beat. But we’ll 
see how they hold up 
under extreme pres-
sure as well,” Ponting 
concluded.

India will next play 
Bangladesh in Pune on 
Thursday.

“Virat Kohli Will Find It Harder, 
Rohit Sharma Will Be...”: Ponting’s 
Big Captaincy Verdict

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 (Agencies): 
Veteran Australia opener David 
Warner is “annoyed” and “frus-
trated” at the DRS call which went 
against him in his side’s World Cup 
match against Sri Lanka and has 
called for more “accountability” in 
the system, according to a report.

In the match, which Australia 
won by five wickets in Lucknow 
on Monday, Warner fell LBW to 
Sri Lanka pacer Dilshan Madu-
shanka. The left-hander went for 
review but the DRS call went in 
favour of the on-field umpire, who 
had originally given him out.

The prolific southpaw, who was 
batting on 11, left the ground 
fuming. He was seen smashing 
his bat against his pad and turned 
back to yell towards the wicket as 
he walked off.

Warner said he wanted greater 
transparency on how DRS deci-
sions were adjudicated.

“I’ve never had Hawk-Eye come 
in and explain to us how the tech-
nology actually works, it’s just 
for the TV,” the 36-year-old was 
quoted as saying by ‘cricket.com.
au’ after Australia’s five-wicket win 
over Sri Lanka on Monday.

“If they could come in and 
explain to us how it works, then 
sometimes we might (choose) not 
to refer or to refer.”    According 
to the report, Warner suggested 
that the ball-tracking did not match 
what he saw on the ground’s 
replay screen after he called for 

the review.
“I asked Joel (field umpire) when 

I was out there just what hap-
pened, why did he give it out. He 
said the ball was swinging back so 
to his credit, if he thinks that then 
that’s why he’s given a decision.

“(The ball) kept low and nor-
mally when something hits me on 
the leg on the outside, I know it’s 
pretty much going down leg. So 
he (Wilson) said it was swinging 
back, (but) from my perspective 
on the replay, it wasn’t,” he said.

“When you see the replay of 
how it unfolded you get a little bit 
annoyed, (but) that’s out of our 
control.”       

Reportedly, Warner also felt that 
ball-tracking verdicts were “taking 
a lot longer than what it would be 
in Australia”.

The Decision Review System 
was introduced in 2008, ahead 
of Warner’s international debut in 

2009.
“At the moment, we seem to be 

waiting for (ball-tracking),” said 
Warner.

“And as a player you get more 
frustrated because you think: ‘did 
they line it up, what’s the impact 
points, how many impact points 
are there before it goes on’.

“In England, the ball bounces 
and it actually moves once it’s 
bounced, not just off the seam but 
in the air it can move, so there’s 
just little things that as a player 
you get frustrated because there’s 
no explanation … but there has to 
be some accountability.” 

The ICC has not announced any 
sanction for Warner’s outburst but 
he insisted his furious reaction 
was due to his frustration with the 
technology.

“I just sprayed out loud in frustra-
tion pretty much just (to) myself,” 
said Warner.

Warner ‘annoyed’ and ‘frustrated’ at DRS 
decision against him in SL match: Report
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: Civil 
Defence on Wednes-
day organized one day 
awareness programme 
at Government  Higher 
Secondary School, 
Paloura, Jammu under 
the supervision of 
Dy. SP.  Anita Pawar, 
Dy. Controller Civil 
Defence, Jammu in 
which (100) Students of 
the School participated.  
During the programme 
awareness about basic 
knowledge on First Aid, 
Fire Fighting especially 
on Drug Addiction was 
given to the students 
by the Civil Defence 
experts. The main 
objective of the aware-
ness programme is to 
sensitize students and 
staff members on pre-

cautionary measures 
during natural or man-
made calamities and to 
protect students from 
drug addiction.

On the occasion a 
lecture was delivered 
on the topics of Disas-
ter Management and 
highlighted the Drug 

side effects.  Principal 
of the Govt. Hr Second-
ary School Smt. Sunita 
Chadha appreciated the 
role of Civil Defence in 
spreading awareness 
about disaster manage-
ment and rescue. He 
requested to organize 
such programmes also 

in future. 
Beside others Param-

jit Kumar Chief Warden 
CD, Jammu, R. Vijay 
Magotra Dy. Chief 
Warden CD, Jammu,   
and other staff mem-
bers of the School 
were also present on 
the occasion.

Civil Defence organizes awareness camp

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: Fos-
sils, the preserved 
remains of past living 
organisms are an inte-
gral part of our national 
heritage. They define our 
understanding of the his-
tory of life on earth and 
provide clues for chang-
ing life on our dynamic 
planet. Declining aware-
ness of fossils world 
over led to formation of 
International Fossil Day 
to promote public aware-
ness and stewardship 
of fossils, as well as to 
foster a greater appre-
ciation of their scientific 
and educational values. 
In India, Palaeontologi-
cal Society (PSI), with 
its headquarters at Luc-
know is the forerunner in 
initiating this event in the 
country and has chosen 
16th October 2023 to 
21st October 2023 as 
the International Fossil 
Week under which 
Department of Geology, 
University of Jammu, 
Celebrated the Interna-
tional Fossil Day in the 

Department by Organiz-
ing an exhibit of Fos-
sils–Rocks–Minerals, 
wherein students from 
school and colleges of 
the Jammu region par-
ticipated.

The highlights of the 
event were Fossil exhi-
bition: The Geology 
department of JU hosts 
some of the most signif-
icant mammalian fossil 

discoveries such as 
elephant skull, elephant 
tusks, elephant teeth, 
body parts of rodents, 
numerous invertebrate 
fossils such as trilobites 
etc. The attendees will 
have the opportunity to 
witness extraordinary 
fossils that provide valu-
able insights into Earth’s 
history.

Educational workshop: 

Aspiring palaeontolo-
gists and curious learn-
ers can participate in 
workshops and lectures 
led by experts in the 
field. These sessions will 
delve into the science of 
palaeontology, sharing 
the latest discoveries 
and research.

Student friendly activi-
ties: International fossil 
week encourages stu-

dent participation with 
engaging activities for 
them, including hands-
on workshops, interac-
tive displays and fossil-
themed games.

Community Outreach: 
Several events are 
designed to reach out to 
local communities and 
encourage a deeper 
appreciation for the 
fossil heritage.

Int’l Fossil Week celebration commences at P.G 
Department Geology JU

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: In 
response to the cata-
strophic impact of heavy 
rains and hailstorms on 
the agricultural sector in 
the Jammu region, the 
Regional Committee of 
Jammu & Kashmir Kisan 
Tehrik held a press con-
ference at the Press 
Club Jammu to draw 
attention to the urgent 
needs and concerns of 
local farmers.

Comrade Kishore 
Kumar, Regional Presi-
dent of J&K Kisan 
Tehrik, addressed the 
media and expressed 
deep concern over the 
unexpected hailstorm 
and heavy rains that 
have wreaked havoc on 
standing paddy crops, 
particularly in R.S. Pura 
Tehsil. He emphasized 
that the farmers have 
borne immense losses 
as their paddy crops 
have been severely 
damaged over the last 
two days. The farmers, 
who form the backbone 
of the Union Territory's 
economy, are reeling 
from this unforeseen 

natural disaster and 
require support.

Kishore Kumar called 
upon the Union Terri-
tory Government to take 
immediate action by 
instructing the revenue 
authorities to assess the 
extent of crop losses sus-
tained by the farmers in 
R.S. Pura. Based on the 
percentage of crop loss, 
he urged the authorities 
to provide timely and 
adequate compensation 
to the affected farmers, 
recognizing the urgent 
need for their economic 
recovery.

Sohan Lal, Regional 
Secretary of J&K Kisan 
Tehrik, highlighted the 
significant losses of 

crops like maize, pulses, 
and others in the Kandi 
and Pahadi areas of 
the Jammu Region 
due to heavy rains and 
hailstorms. He empha-
sized the importance of 
assessing these losses 
promptly and providing 
appropriate compensa-
tion to the affected farm-
ers.

Sewa Ram Bhagat, 
Vice President of J&K 
Kisan Tehrik, made sev-
eral crucial demands 
on behalf of the farming 
community. He called 
for the waiver of loans 
extended to farmers 
under the Kisan Credit 
Cards Scheme, provi-
sion of free wheat seeds 

to all farmers, and the 
establishment of Mini-
mum Support Prices 
(MSP) for all crops. He 
also urged the govern-
ment to scrap the Elec-
tricity Amendment Bill 
2022, in line with the 
concerns of the farming 
community.

The J&K Kisan Tehrik 
stands united in its 
appeal for immediate 
action from the authori-
ties to address the criti-
cal needs of the farmers 
in the Jammu region. 
These efforts are vital 
to ensure the well-
being and resilience of 
the farming community, 
which plays a vital role 
in the region's economy.

Farmers seek urgent relief, support 
after crop devastationTOP NEWS REPORT 

JAMMU, Oct 18: 
Senior leaders of J&K 
National Panthers Party 
under the leadership of 
its President Vilakshan 
Singh  paid rich tributes 
to the Jammu Student 
Martyrs who were mar-
tyred by police bullets 
during the Congress 
rule in J&K in a move-
ment led by Prof. Bhim 
Singh. This happened 
in 1966, 57 years ago, 
when three students 
were brutally shot dead 
by the police right inside 
the premises of Gandhi 
Memorial Science Col-
lege, Jammu. 

Vilakshan Singh while 
paying homage to stu-
dent martyrs recalled 
that Prof Bhim Singh who 
was the Chief Organizer 
of the student movement 
escaped the police bul-
lets. On 18th October, 
1966 thousands of stu-
dents marching through 
the Jammu streets led 
by Students Congress 

under the leadership of 
Prof. Bhim Singh in pro-
test demanding to bring 
all murderers to justice 
were showered with bul-
lets resulting into mar-
tyrdom of S. Gurcharan 
Singh. Hundreds of stu-
dents and youth were 
injured. Some of them 
lost their arms or legs. 
There were orders by the 
government to catch or 
kill student leader, Bhim 
Singh. While paying trib-
utes to the student mar-
tyrs, Vilakshan Singh 

praised their sacrifices, 
which has brought 
not one university but 
many other Institutions 
in Jammu Pradesh with 
several professional col-
leges. 

Singh said that under 
the present dispensation 
also whatever Jammu 
gets is through agita-
tions only. He said the 
present generation must 
not forget the supreme 
sacrifices of the student 
martyrs who laid down 
their lives while fighting 

against injustice meted 
out to Jammu province 
by the then ruling par-
ties. 

He appealed to all 
student organizations 
in J&K from the school 
to the university level to 
get organized so that 
we can get statehood 
back. Others who also 
paid tributes to the stu-
dent martyrs included, 
Naresh Chib Gen Secy, 
Rajesh Gondhi, Rakesh 
Gupta, Ravinder Jamwal 
and others.

Panthers pay tributes to Jammu student martyrs

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: In a 
momentous occasion, the 
Chief Agriculture Office 
(CAO) in Jammu is proud 
to announce the grand 
opening of the "Farm 
Fresh" outlet. The outlet, 
which offers a diverse 
range of locally sourced 
agricultural products and 
artisanal creations, was 
officially inaugurated by 
Sh. Bharat Bhushan Ji, 
Chairman of the District 
Development Council 
(DDC) Jammu, accom-
panied by Joint Director 
Agriculture (Ext.) Jammu, 
Sh. R.K. Hitaishi.

The Farm Fresh outlet 
is an endeavor to pro-
mote and support the 
agricultural and entre-
preneurial efforts of the 
local community. As part 
of the inaugural event, 
more than 10 Women's 
Self Help Groups from 
various parts of District 
Jammu showcased their 

exceptional products, 
reflecting the rich cultural 
heritage and agricultural 
diversity of the region. 
These products includ-
ed hand-made bags, 
pickles, cold-pressed 
mustard oil, multigrain 
atta, millets and millets 
atta tikki masala, amla 
candy, amla murabba, 
vermicompost, camphor 
diyas, cones for havan, 
turmeric, and pulses, to 
name just a few.

Chairman Bharat 
Bhushan, in his inau-
gural address, lauded 
the Women's Self Help 

Groups for their dedica-
tion and the high-qual-
ity products they have 
brought to the "Farm 
Fresh" outlet. He empha-
sized the importance of 
supporting and uplifting 
local farmers and arti-
sans, and he commend-
ed the CAO Jammu for 
taking this initiative.

The event was graced 
by the presence of sev-
eral distinguished offi-
cials, including DAO, Ext, 
Jammu, Smt. Ashu Kako-
ria, District SMS Smt. 
Karuna Nidhi, Sh. Vikas 
Koshal, and the entire 

staff of Chief Agriculture 
Officer, Jammu. Their 
support and involvement 
underscore the collective 
commitment to the suc-
cess of the "Farm Fresh" 
outlet and the prosperity 
of the local community.

The "Farm Fresh" 
outlet is now open to the 
public, offering a variety 
of fresh, locally produced 
goods that reflect the rich 
agricultural traditions of 
Jammu. All are invited to 
visit and explore the array 
of products that celebrate 
the culture and crafts-
manship of the region.

‘Farm Fresh’ outlet celebrates grand 
opening at CAO Complex Jammu

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Oct 18: In 
a pressing joint state-
ment issued today, 
the Kashmiri Dis-
placed People Wing 
of DPAP, through its 
President Shri Sanjay 
Dhar, Chairman Shri 
Piaray Lal Pandita, 
and General Secretary 
Shri Raj Kumar Ticku, 
has urgently appealed 
to the Government of 
India and the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Jammu 
& Kashmir Union Ter-
ritory to enhance the 
monthly cash relief 
provided to Kashmiri 
Displaced People.

Currently, Kashmiri 
Displaced People 
receive a monthly relief 
of Rs. 108 per soul per 
day, a rate that has 
remained unchanged 
since 2018. The lead-
ers of the Kashmiri 
Displaced People 
Wing of DPAP have 
requested that this 

relief be increased to 
Rs. 250 per soul per 
day, taking into con-
sideration the signifi-
cant rise in the cost of 
essential commodities, 
which has escalated by 
170% since 2018, as 
indicated by the Delhi 
Government.

High l ight ing the 
recent enhancement 
of relief for Kashmiri 
migrants living in Delhi, 
from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 
27,000, the leaders 
emphasize that the 
welfare and survival 
of Kashmiri Displaced 
People in exile is a 
shared responsibility of 
both the Central Gov-
ernment and the Union 
Territory Government. 
They stress that a con-
crete and permanent 
rehabilitation policy 
has yet to be devised 
to facilitate the reset-
tlement of displaced 
Kashmiris back in the 
valley.

The leaders passion-
ately argue that the 
displaced people living 
in camps have long 
deserved priority when 
it comes to improving 
their living standards. 
Their plea for increased 
monthly relief is not just 
a financial matter but 
also a matter of ensur-
ing their dignity and 
well-being during their 
period of exile.

In light of the ongo-
ing hardships faced 
by Kashmiri Displaced 
People, the Kash-
miri Displaced People 
Wing of DPAP urgently 
requests the Central 
Government and the 
Union Territory Gov-
ernment of Jammu & 
Kashmir to take imme-
diate action to enhance 
the monthly relief for 
Kashmiri Displaced 
People, thereby pro-
viding a much-needed 
respite for the commu-
nity.

DPAP’s KDP Wing appeals for 
increased monthly relief for 
Kashmiri Displaced People


