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Mega star Mammootty turns 72; 
social media flooded with 

birthday wishes

PM Modi On What India Aims To 
Achieve With Grand Show At G20 

Summit

Kamala Harris says ‘ready to 
assume Presidency’ if Biden 

unable to complete term

ARTO 
Bandipora 
blacklists 
vehicle 
involved in 
stunt 
incident

BANDIPORA, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Assistant 
Regional Transport offi-
cer Bandipora Thurs-
day blacklisted a vehi-
cle that was involved in 
a stunt incident.

An official said that 
a video went viral on 
social media plat-
forms where driver of 
the vehicle was seen 
standing on top of his 
car.

He said that as the 
matter came into the 
notice of ARTO Bandi-
pora Bilal Ahmad Mirm 
he instantly blacklisted 
the vehicle.

The offiicial said that 
the owner and driver 
of the vehicle will face 
legal action under IPC 
and Motor Vehicles Act.

Pakistani 
flag attached 
with 
balloons 
found in 
Udhampur

JAMMU, Sep 7 
(Agencies): A Pakistani 
flag attached with 
scores of balloons were 
found in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Udhampur 
district, police said on 
Thursday.

It was found hanging 
from a tree in Sunetar 
village of Ramnagar 
tehsil earlier in the day, 
they said.

The flag was attached 
with posters and scores 
of red and green bal-
loons.

Senior Superin-
tendent of Police of 
Udhampur Vinood 
Kumar said that it might 
have flown to this side 
with balloons.

Dry, hot 
weather 
conditions to 
continue for 
next 10 days: 
Weatherman

SRINAGAR, Sep 7 
(Agencies): The Meteo-
rological Department 
(MeT) has predicted 
hot, dry weather con-
ditions for the next 
10 days in Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Director of the Meteo-
rological Department, 
Sonam Lotus, wrote 
on X that the weather 
will remain mainly dry, 
and hot weather condi-
tions are very likely to 
continue for the next 10 
days.

He also wrote that the 
weather conditions are 
favorable for harvesting 

Happy Janamashtami to all our readers

SRINAGAR, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Annual 
pilgrimage of Chhari-
Mubarak Swami Ama-
rnath Ji culminated on 
2nd of September at 
Pahalgam with its last 
rituals ‘Pujan’ & ‘Visar-
jan’, which were per-
formed at the bank of 
river Lidder after Pan-
chak’ that ended at 
10:38 this morning. Puja 
started at 11am and 
lasted for about 90 min-
utes. Sizable number 
of Sadhus and tourists 
who had come from vari-
ous parts of the country 
joined the Pujan. Later, 
‘Karri-Pakouri’ Bhandara 

was organized and ‘Dak-
shina’ was offered to 
them. Chhari-Mubarak 
left Pahalgam at 4:00PM 
and reached its abode 
Dashnami Akhara at 
6:20pm.

Chhari-Mubarak was 
taken to Holy Shrine of 

Swami Amarnathji on 
31st of August on the 
occasion of ‘Sharavan-
Purnima’ and Pujan 
was performed chanting 
Vedic Hymn.

Mahant Deependra 
Giri ji told that collective 
prayers were offered for 

the peace and prosperity 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
State and the country at 
whole.

Mahant ji Said that 
Yatra is symbol of faith. 
Pilgrims undertake this 
pilgrimage to quench 
their spiritual thirst. It 
is not only a spiritual 
journey but also dem-
onstrates pluralist cul-
ture of India and unity in 
diversity wherein Hindus 
come for this pilgrimage 
every year from across 
the Globe and Muslims 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
has always welcomed 
them. Mahant ji added 

SRINAGAR, Sep 7 (Agencies): 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha urged the 
people of Sopore to stop giving 
any kind of shelter to terror sup-
porters and leave the rest to police 
and other security forces. He also 
said that the administration is com-
mitted to root out the terror-eco-
system and deal strictly with the 
conflict profiteers who filled their 
own coffers during the past several 
decades and left the common man 
suffer.

Addressing a gathering at Dak 
Bunglow Sopore, the LG, urged 
the residents of Sopore and rest of 
J&K not to give any sort of shelter 

to terror supporters and terrorists. 
“Just do this bit and leave rest to 
police and security forces. Our 
Police and Security Forces with full 
support of the administration will 
ensure terror and its eco-system 
is wiped out from the soil of J&K. 
We will not rest until the backbone 
of terror –ecosystem is broken,” 
the LG said.

He said that administration is com-
mitted to take strict action against 
the “Conflict Profitteers” who used 
terrorism

JAMMU, Sep 7 (Agencies): 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh 
on Thursday said that Udhampur 
Railway Station will be named as 
“Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan 
Railway Station”.

Dr Singh, taking to micro-blog-
ging site X said, “#Janmashtmi 
Gesture for #Udhampur: Thanks 
PM @NarendraModi ji. In response 
to our request, the Government of 
India has approved the naming 

of Udhampur Railway Station as 
“Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan 
Railway Station”.”

A communication to this effect 
has been sent to the UT Govern-
ment of #JammuAndKashmir to 
formally issue the required Gazette 
notification, he informed.

The Tushar Mahajan Trust how-
ever, expressed gratitude stating, 
“we are highly thankful to PM Modi, 
Dr Jitendra Singh and local BJP 
leaders, in approving the Udham-
pur Railway station in the name of 
Capt Tushar. It was a long standing 
demand of Udhampur. Our sincere 
thanks to Dr Jitendra Singh.”

SRINAGAR, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Kashmiri 
Pandits on Thursday 
took out Shoba Yatra in 
Srinagar on the auspi-
cious occasion of Jan-

mashtami festival being 
celebrated with religious 
fervor and gaiety.

The Yatra with a group 
of children dressed 
in traditional attire on 

a “Jhanki” was taken 
out from Kathleshwar 
temple in Tankipora 
area in Srinagar and 
passed through the 
roads of Habbakadal, 
Ganpathyar, Barbar 
Shah, Regal Chowk, 
Lal Chowk, Hari Singh 
High Street and Jahan-
gir Chowk, amid tight 
security arrangements.

Chanting religious 
hymns, a good number 
of Kashmiri pandits 
accompanied the yatra 
that passed off 

JAMMU, Sep 7 (Agen-
cies): In a first ever Air 
Show at Jammu, the 
India Air Force (IAF) 
flying machines will 
hover in the sky close to 
the western borders on 
September 21.

The first of its kind 
air-show on September 
21 at Jammu is being 
hosted by the IAF as 
part of its 91st anni-
versary on October 8, 
2023 and set to enthrall 
people with maneuver-
ing of fighter aircrafts 
like Sukhoi, Rafale and 
war-helicopters like 
Apache with jet speed.

 “First time such an 
event is going to be held 
in Jammu for which all 
special arrangements 
are being made by the 
IAF authorities in collab-

oration with the district 
administration for the 
visitors,” said an official.

Last year, the Air 
Show was organised at 
Udhampur on October 
12 to commemorate the 
anniversary of the Indian 
Air Force.

An official added that 
around two dozen fighter 
planes and choppers will 
showcase skills in the 
sky, adding, “few aircraft 
will fly from the northern 
air bases like Ambala, 
Jalandhar, Chandigarh 
to reach Jammu to bang 
the skies near the Paki-
stan Border.”

However, sky-diving 
will be an added attrac-
tion at the air show.

Jammu Deputy Com-
missioner, Sachin 

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Sep 7: 

After the successful 
completion of the first 
phase of ‘Meri Maati 
Mera Desh’, the Chief 
Secretary, Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta on Thurs-
day reviewed the prepa-
rations for the upcoming 
2nd phase of the pro-
gramme to commence 
from 1st Sept to 30th of 
October.

Besides Secretary, 
Tourism & Culture, the 
meeting was attended 
by Commissioner Secre-
tary, RDD; Commission-
er Secretary, Industries 
& Commerce; Secretary, 
Transport and other con-
cerned officers.

In the outset, the Chief 
Secretary commended 
the role of Divisional and 
District administration 
for their extraordinary 
performance in terms of 
creating record number 
of Shilaphalakams 
besides being among 
top  in other aspects of 
this programme.

Dr Mehta stated that 
during the first phase 

of this nationwide pro-
gramme,  there was the 
vibrant display of unity 
and patriotism all across 
the UT which resulted 
into taking it among the 
top performers in the 
country despite smaller  
population than most of 
the States and UTs.

Regarding the 2nd 
phase of this pro-
gramme,  the Chief Sec-

retary impressed upon 
all the concerned to 
work with similar enthu-
siasm  with each other. 
He asked them to work 
as a team in spirit of the 
whole-of-government-
approach to obtain the 
desired results at par 
with the first phase.

He enjoined upon them 
to make prior arrange-
ments for all the events 
to be carried out under 
this phase. He asked 
for involving the youth 
clubs, SHGs, PRI and 
ULB members besides 
other responsible citi-
zens of the society in 
successful conduct of 
the programme.

He directed the 

Congress 
takes out 
rally to mark 
the first 
anniversary 
of “Bharat 
Jodo Yatra” 
in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Congress 
on Thursday took out a 
rally in Srinagar to mark 
the first anniversary of 
“Bharat Jodo Yatra”.

A large number of Con-
gress workers including 
women took part in the 
rally that was taken out 
from the Pradesh Con-
gress Committee office 
at Moulana Azad road to 
Dalgate and was led by 
senior Congress leader 
and former Jammu and 
Kashmir Minister Tariq 
Karra.

Annual pilgrimage of ‘Chhari-Mubarak’ of 
Amarnath Yatra concludes at Pahalgam

Don’t give any kind of shelter to terror supporters, 
terrorists; Leave rest to Police, Security Forces: LG

CS kick-starts preparations for the 2nd 
phase of Meri Maati Mera Desh

Compliments Divisional & District Administration for the exemplary 
performance of the UT during first phase

Udhampur railway station named after ‘Martyr 
Captain Tushar Mahajan’: Dr Jitendra

Jammu Air Show | IAF 
flying machines to hover 
in sky on Sep 21

Kashmiri pandits take out shoba 
yatra in Srinagar
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TOP NEWS REPORT

KISHTWAR, Sep 7: In 
a momentous celebra-
tion of dedication and 
commitment to educa-
tion and science com-
munication, Dr. Ashaq 
Hussain, Associate 
Professor of Chemistry 
at Govt. Degree College 
Chatroo, was confered 
with the prestigious Best 
Teacher Award-2023.

This honor was pre-
sented to him by Govt. 
SPMR Commerce Col-
lege Jammu in collabo-
ration with Rotary Club 
Jammu Tawi during a 
grand ceremony hosted 
at Govt. SPMR Com-
merce College Jammu.

The award was con-
ferred upon Dr. Ashaq 
Hussain by Prof. 
Bachan Lal, the Vice-
Chancellor of Cluster 
University Jammu, Dr. 
Dushyant Choudhary, 
Immediate Past District 
Governor of Rotary Club 
Jammu Tawi, along with 
Dr. Surinder Kumar, 
the Principal of SPMR 

Commerce College and 
Dr. Ranjeet Jamwal Ex 
Principal SPMR Com-
merce College Jammu, 
alongside several distin-
guished guests, includ-
ing Principals, faculty 
members, and enthu-
siastic Students who 
lauded Dr. Hussain's 
dedication and commit-
ment to the betterment 
of education.

Dr. Ashaq Hussain, a 
luminary in the field of 
education, an accom-
plished writer, and a 
fervent science com-
municator, has played a 
pivotal role in advancing 

education and science 
within the community.

His relentless endeav-
ors have contributed 
significantly to simplify-
ing complex scientific 
concepts and demon-
strating their practical 
applications, thereby 
making science more 
accessible to the 
masses. 

A renowned figure in 
the academic communi-
ty, he has been a pillar of 
excellence at GDC Cha-
troo. His tireless efforts 
in shaping young minds 
and fostering a condu-
cive learning environ-

ment coupled with his 
profound knowledge, 
innovative teaching 
methods, and unwaver-
ing commitment to the 
holistic development 
of his students have 
earned him the respect 
and admiration of both 
peers and learners. His 
dedication to promot-
ing science education 
across the nation is truly 
commendable, and it is 
this unwavering com-
mitment that has earned 
him the prestigious Best 
Teacher Award.

Upon receiving the 
Best Teacher Award-

2023, Dr. Ashaq Hus-
sain expressed his 
gratitude and said, "I 
am truly humbled and 
honored to receive this 
prestigious recognition. 
Teaching is not just a 
profession for me; it's 
a passion and I believe 
that education has the 
power to transform 
lives, and I am privi-
leged to be a part of that 
process, said Dr. Hus-
sain." While extending 
his heartfelt gratitude 
to the organisers of the 
event,

Dr. Ved Kumar, Princi-
pal of Govt. Degree Col-
lege Chatroo, congratu-
lated Dr. Ashaq Hussain 
on this well-deserved 
recognition and stated, 
"Dr. Hussain's unwav-
ering commitment to 
education and science 
popularization and his 
ability to inspire stu-
dents are truly excep-
tional. He is an asset to 
our institution, and we 
are proud to have him 
as part of our faculty. 

Dr. Ashaq Hussain of GDC Chatroo honored 
with Best Teacher Award-2023

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: Shri 
Lakshmi Narayan Mandir 
Management Trust 
Gandhi Nagar orga-
nized a  grand celebra-
tions of “Shree Krishan 
Janamashtami” starting 
with Ganesh and Nav 
Greh Pooja followed by 
a colourful Rath Yatra 
carrying the idols of Lord 
Krishna in a profusely  
decorated  ‘Rath’ which 
started from Shree Lak-
shmi Narayan Mandir 
Gandhi Nagar accom-
panied by large number 
of devotees including 
Kavinder Gupta former 
DyCM and various other 
social and political per-
sonalities of Jammu, 
members and special 
invitees of the Trust 
led by Gulchain Singh 
Charak Former Minis-
ter and President of the 
Trust.

The Yatra  passing 
through various temples 
including Shree Mahadev 
Mandir Gandhi Nagar, 
Bawa Dhudha Dhari 

Mandir Gandhi Nagar, 
Shri Dugra Mandir Ram-
pura and Gole Market 
Gandhi Nagar etc.

Enroute various orga-
nizations had arranged 
water, cold drinks and 
other items as Parshad 
for the yatris.

Then the Yatra was 
culminated at the main 
complex Shree Lakshmi 

Narayan Mandir.
Thereafter from 2 pm 

to 5 pm Shree Bhagwat 
Katha was conducted 
by Swami Ajay Sharan 
Shastri of Varindavan. 
Thereafter various other 
programmes were  orga-
nized, especially, dress 
competition in which hun-
dreds of  children wear-
ing the dress of Radha 

- Krishan accompanied 
by their parents took part 
and were  honoured by 
the management  pre-
senting them mementos. 

Main attraction of the 
function was beauti-
ful selfie point where a 
large number of people 
along with their wards 
were seen taking selfies. 
At  12:00 PM Maha-Arti 

was organized. 
S.C Rekhi Gen Secy 

of the Trust speaking on 
the occasion thanked 
K.B Magotra D.C (Retd) 
convenor and other 
members of the function 
committee with whose 
efforts such a wonderful 
event could be organized 
in the end  parshad was 
distributed.

Shri Lakshmi Narayan Mandir Management 
Trust organizes colourful Rath Yatra

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: The students 
of Modern Secular Institute of 
Education Laxmipuram, Chi-
nore, Jammu celebrated Krish-
na Janmashtami with great 
fervour and enthusiasm, at its 
school premises, by hosting tra-
ditional festivities & the school 
kids came dressed as Lord 
Krishna & Radha.

A Puja was performed by the 
staff members & children of the 
school. The small kids were 
beautifully dressed up as Krish-
na and Radha. Images of Krish-

na’s babyhood were placed in 
a cradle.

The school Hall was well 
decorated for the celebration. 

And the Aarti & Bhajans were 
recited & songs related to Jan-
mashtami were played. A puja 
was performed by the staff and 

Children of the School. Prasad 
was distributed to all children 
after puja.                

Managing Director of the Insti-
tution, K. K. Rao, while highlight-
ing the importance of the day, 
said that the Janmashtami is 
celebrated on the birth of the 
Hindu deity Krishna, the eighth 
avatar of Vishnu. He also 
spoke about various aspects 
of Krishna’s youthful days the 
Dahi Handi celebration and his 
playful and mischievous side. At 
the end sweets were distributed 
among the children by the staff 
members of the school.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: Dr 
Parneesh Mahajan, 
Convener, Department 
of Training, BJP, J&K, 
today criticized opposi-
tion parties for raking 
up unnecessary contro-
versy over using word 
Bharat to name the 
country.

In a statement issued 
to media persons, the 
BJP functionary ques-
tioned the objections 

made by the opposition 
parties to use Bharat as 
the title of the country 
instead of India. He said 
that the constitutional 
validity of word Bharat 
is in no way lesser than 
word India as both have 
equal significance in the 
law book of the coun-
try and people raising 
objections over sub-
stituting word Bharat 
instead of India are at 
fault because no one 

can demean Bharat title 
just to satiate petty politi-
cal interests. 

Dr Parneesh said 

that opposition par-
ties are stooping to a 
new low through creat-
ing such controversy 
which is unfounded. 
“Using Bharat as coun-
try’s title is more indig-
enous as many great 
epics have the mention 
of this word thus iden-
tifying the nation with 
this title would bring in 
sense of pride and one-
ness which somehow is 
the need of the time”, he 

added.
The senior BJP leader 

asserted that there is 
no need to politicize the 
issue as use of Bharat 
instead of India will do 
no harm to the country 
rather it would help in 
enthusing more con-
fidence and resolve 
among the countrymen 
to steer the country in 
a better way to achieve 
the goals before time 
and with full force.

Modern Secular Institute of Education celebrates  Janmashtami

Opposition stooping to new low by raising controversy 
on calling country Bharat: Dr Parneesh  

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: In 
honour of the 41st 
death anniversary of 
Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, 
a blood donation camp 
was organized at Sher-
i-Kashmir Bhawan in 
Jammu.

The blood donation 
camp, organized by 
Smt. Bimbla Luthra, 
a former Member of 
the Legislative Assem-
bly (M.L.A) which was 
inaugurated by Rattan 
Lal Gupta, Provincial 
President of Jammu 
and Kashmir National 
Conference (JKNC) in 
presence of senior party 
leaders Sheikh Bashir 
Ahmed, Abdul Gani 
Malik former Minister, 
Vijay Lochan, Rakesh 
Singh Raka, Dilshad 
Malik, Pinky Khalsa, 
Rashpal Singh, and Dr. 
Sheikh Amina.

The blood dona-
tion camp aimed to 
pay tribute to the late 

Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah, a 
visionary leader and a 
prominent figure in the 
history of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rattan Lal Gupta 
emphasized the impor-
tance of serving human-
ity and carrying forward 
Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah's legacy. He 
stated, "Sheikh Moham-
mad Abdullah was not 
only a political leader 
but also a humanitar-
ian who always priori-
tized the welfare of the 
people. Organizing this 
blood donation camp 
is a fitting tribute to his 
selfless spirit." He said 
that the selfless act of 
donating blood not only 
helps save lives but also 
symbolizes the spirit of 
unity and compassion 
that Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah embodied 
throughout his life.

Rattan Lal described 
Sheikh Abdullah as a 

guiding force and lead-
ing light of the freedom 
struggle, who, besides 
making the movement 
inclusive, unveiled revo-
lutionary socio-econom-
ic programmes for laying 
a sound edifice of Naya 
Jammu & Kashmir. 
He observed that best 
tribute which could be 
paid to Sheikh Abdullah 
would be for the people 
to work with a mission-
ary zeal for strengthen-
ing J&K’s deep rooted 
secular traditions and 
the bonds of communal 
harmony, brotherhood 
and amity, for ensuring 
peace, progress and 
prosperity in the State.

B imb la  Lu th ra , 
expressing her gratitude 
towards all the partici-
pants and the communi-
ty for their support, said, 
"I am grateful to every-
one who came forward 
to donate blood and 
remember Sher-i-Kash-
mir Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah."

NC organizes Blood Donation 
Camp on eve of Sheikh Abdullah’s 
41st Death Anniversary
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Is the G-20 just another 
multilateral jamboree 
or does it play any con-

structive role whatsoever in 
addressing the major chal-
lenges the world confronts? 
Are the joint communiqués or 
declarations any better than 
the “motherhood and apple 
pie” statements that are the 
staple of such congregations?
Will there be a Delhi Dec-

laration and will it have any 
“deliverables” that make the 
world a better place to live in?
The sheen is off in any case 

as two key protagonists 
whose presence is essential to 
restore the balance of peace 
in the global order -- Russia’s 
President Vladimir Putin and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
– decided to absent them-
selves from the New Delhi 
gathering. While the former 
is responsible for the unneces-
sary war in Ukraine, the latter 
is liable for the theatre-level 
incursions across the Line of 
Actual Control into India that 
has resulted in a land grab of 
2,000 sq km of Indian terri-
tory at multiple points on the 
LAC.
To recap the trajectory of the 

Group of 20, it is imperative 
to take a walk down memory 
lane. It came into existence in 
the wake of the 1999 Asian 
financial crisis, which was due 
to the lack of synchronisation 
of economic policies among 
the world’s major economies. 
Thus, the idea of an annual 
meeting to bring together 
finance ministers and central 
bank governors of the world’s 
largest economies to discuss 
and coordinate responses to 
that financial crisis and other 
economic challenges was 
envisaged.
The G-20 got scaled up to 

the heads of government level 
after the global financial melt-
down of 2008. A crisis trig-
gered by the irresponsible 
and reckless behaviour of the 
American and Western finan-

cial services sector whose 
junk grade derivatives were 
sold to gullible investors with 
Triple A ratings. It triggered a 
domino effect that hit banks, 
insurance companies, pension 
funds and manufacturing 
industries around the world. 
It plunged millions into pov-
erty and tens of thousands of 
others lost their life savings, 
homes and livelihoods.
The inaugural summit at 

the level of heads of govern-
ment was held in Washing-
ton DC with the objective of 
addressing this global finan-
cial crisis. The member states 
recognised the urgency of the 
situation and agreed on mea-
sures to stabilise the finan-
cial system through counter-
cyclical measures. However, 
what they failed to remedy 
was the incestuous relation-
ship between the financial 
industry, regulators and eco-
nomic policy czars around the 
world. Not a single person of 
any consequence responsible 
for triggering the crisis was 
criminally prosecuted, espe-
cially in the United States.
Similarly, the second G-20 

summit in 2009, held in 
London, again focused on 
promoting economic recov-
ery, with initiatives such 
as increased infrastructure 
investment and support for 
small businesses. The 2010 
Seoul summit addressed 
global economic imbalances 
and financial regulation but 
failed to stave off the Euro-
zone crisis of 2011 that again 
had ripple effects across the 
world. The starkest failure of 
the G-20 was its inability to 
fashion a collective and cohe-
sive response to a once-in-a-
century pandemic triggered 
by a lab-engineered virus 
that escaped from the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology in China.
This virus, later named 

Covid-19, brought humanity 
to a standstill. In the initial 
months, as the virus ram-
paged across the world, all the 

responses were subnational 
and at the local level. The 
G-20, whose members are also 
leading lights of the United 
Nations system, failed to hold 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) to account whose 
bizarre behaviour from Janu-
ary 2020 to March 2020, when 
it kept issuing “all is well” 
advisories that people did not 
need to panic, has gone unac-
counted for even three years 
later. In fact, what people 
tend to forget is that in March 
2020 China stymied all efforts 
to even hold a discussion on 
the pandemic in the United 
Nations Security Council as 
it held the rotating presidency 
of that body.
Even after the Domini-

can Republic assumed the 
UNSC’s presidency in April 
2020 and later, the Security 
Council did not show any 
urgency in discussing China’s 
role in the spread of the virus. 
However, even such a calami-
tous event did not trigger off 
a serious and sustained effort 
in the G-20 to reform the 
UN system, including all its 
instrumentalities.
The cataclysmic events of 

September 11, 2001 (9/11), 
whose 22nd anniversary falls 
next week, commenced the 
process of swinging the equi-
librium of the global order 
from Pax-Americana of the 
last decade of the twentieth 
century to an ostensible sense 
of multipolarity.
Two decades later that mul-

tipolarity remains a chimera, 
but what has changed in the 
past two or three years is 
that a new cold war is upon 
us. As I had pointed out in 
this column last month, old 
alignments are being revived 
and resuscitated across the 
world. The underpinning of 
this new cold war is embod-
ied in the joint declaration 
between Russia and China of 
February 4, 2023 -- namely the 
joint statement of the Russian 
Federation and the People’s 

Republic of China on “Inter-
national Relations Entering a 
New Era and the Global Sus-
tainable Development”.
What the world is there-

fore witnessing today is the 
reshaping the international 
order established after the 
collapse of the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. 
For instance, the Russia-
Ukraine war and its reper-
cussions on the principles of 
jus ad bellum -- conditions 
under which states may resort 
to war or to the use of armed 
force in general; the rise in 
protectionist barriers to trade 
and the application of beggar-
thy-neighbour policies which 
significantly diminish global 
cooperation, to a flag a few 
such markers. As a conse-
quence, issues existential to 
the very survival of humanity 
on Planet Earth such as envi-
ronmental issues of global 
warming and the consequent 
blight of droughts, storms, 
heat waves, rising sea levels, 
melting glaciers and warm-
ing oceans may get reflected 
in the homilies such summits 
produce but do not get the 
requisite mindspace of lead-
ers who can make a difference 
because of their preoccupa-
tion with the immediate, and 
not the necessary.
The recent Brics summit 

held in South Africa saw the 
Western bloc attempting to 
undercut the narrative of the 
Global South. On the other 
hand, Moscow and Beijing 
were attempting to push their 
own agenda and counter the 
US-led international order. 
This is likely to manifest itself 
vigorously in New Delhi too.
Thus, India will be at the 

centre-stage of a reinvigorat-
ed Cold War. The G-20 brand-
ing exercise may not thus 
really turn out to be advanta-
geous to India diplomatically 
or strategically despite all the 
hype and hoopla generated 
by a subservient and pliant 
media.

By:  VIJAY GARG

Lying on a couch and 
talking about one’s 
childhood problems 

is probably the most iconic 
image people have of psy-
chologists. This form of 
psychanalysis was developed 
by Sigmund Freud and even 
though a lot has changed in 
the last century, psychol-
ogy primarily still remains 
the study of the mind and 
behaviour of humans and 
non-humans. A bachelor’s 
degree in psychology can 
open doors to study how 
we learn, memorise, manage 
emotions, get motivated, how 
social conditioning impacts 
our fears, or how we develop 
different types of personal-
ity ,etc. A majority students, 
after completing a bachelor’s 
in psychology, choose to spe-
cialise further within the field. 
Owing to the dynamic chang-
es in the world, careers in psy-

chology are not only manifold 
but also diverse. Let’s take a 
closer look at different spe-
cialisations.
Mental health professionals
Clinical and counselling 

psychologists are trained to 
diagnose mental illness and 
emotional problems which 
lead to dysfunction in an 
individual. Using psychologi-
cal views logical tests, inter-
views and observing non-
verbal bal behaviour, they 
can assess they can severity 
of the mental health problem 
in an individual. Both clinical 
and counselling psychologists 
use different therapy models 
of “talk therapy” to develop 
therapeutic treatment plans 
to help individuals and or 
groups through their journey 
to overcome personal chal-
lenges. Typically, these spe-
cialists do a master’s and or 
a Ph.D and work in settings 
such as hospitals, educational 
institutions, corporate organ-

isations and clinics. Several 
do private practice as well. 
Psychologists interested in 
mental health may also spe-
cialise in creative expressive 
modes of therapy as well such 
as psychodrama, expressive 
movement, arts based ther-
apy. Music therapy, etc. All 
psychologists working as 
mental health professionals 
may opt to work, after addi-
tional training, with specific 
sections such as children, ado-
lescents, couples, LGBTQ+, 
substance addicts or even 
individuals with maladaptive 
use of technology.
Rehabilitation psychologist
Psychologists can undertake 

to study the impact of injury 
or disability on an individual 
and the family. The interven-
tions they develop could be 
then applied in school or at 
home. 
Psychologists in research
Psychologists, preferably 

with a biology background, 

can choose to study further- 
how the brain functions in 
order to learn, remember 
information, speak, sensory 
perception issues, intelligence 
and so forth. Cognitive psy-
chologists work in university 
settings and have a PhD in the 
subject. Some cognitive psy-
chologists may collaborate 
with other scientists to work 
on challenges like Alzheim-
er’s, dementia, learning dis-
abilities, etc. While others 
may collaborate in the area 
of artificial intelligence and 
machine learning as well to 
help develop better models 
learning for machines. So by 
understanding how human 
children learn with curiosity, 
machines could potentially be 
taught to be curious to learn 
new things.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout 
Punjab)

Health is the biggest wealth 
of human life. If a person 
is not healthy, then he can 

neither contribute to the family, 
nor to the society, nor to the nation 
building. That’s why good health is 
considered the most precious gem 
of human life.
Considering this importance, on 

the occasion of National Sports 
Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
launched the “Fit India Movement” 
on August 29, 2019 at the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi. 
According to PM Modi, through this, 
people have to be made aware of 
sports and health, so that a clean 
India, a healthy India and a strong 
India can be built.
The nationwide campaign aims to 

inspire every Indian to incorporate 
simple and easy ways of staying 
healthy in daily life. Through this, 
every effort will be made to keep 
everyone physically and mentally 
healthy. The objective of this cam-
paign is to encourage children and 
youth towards physical activities 
and sports.
Government of India wants to take 

this campaign forward on the lines 
of cleanliness campaign. This cam-
paign is to be implemented under a 
national goal, for which public par-
ticipation is necessary to make it 
successful.
The benefit of the Fit India Move-

ment started by the government 
will be that it will create health 
awareness among the people and 
will keep people away from many 
diseases, while on the other hand, 
there will be savings in the expenses 
incurred on these diseases.
If the health of Indians improves 

with the Fit India Movement, India’s 
GDP will increase by 1.4%.
Productivity and income will 

increase, as money will be saved by 
reducing expenditure on diseases 
due to improved health.
The biggest advantage of this cam-

paign is that the person will be able 
to utilize his skills properly.
It is said that a healthy mind 

resides in a healthy body and only 
a healthy mind helps in building a 
healthy nation.
Many diseases are lifestyle relat-

ed, which can be overcome by 
some physical activities like exer-
cise. This reduces the possibility of 
heart attack. It reduces the chanc-
es of stroke, high blood pressure, 
diabetes, breast cancer, bone frac-
tures, gall bladder disease, obesity, 
depression and anxiety.
Today there is no seriousness 

about fitness in India, which can be 
very fatal for the development of the 
country. According to the Institute 
for Health Metrics and Evaluation, 
ischemic heart disease, tubercu-
losis, neonatal disorders, asthma, 
diabetes and chronic kidney disease 
are responsible for most deaths in 
India.
This is the reason why the demand 

for Fit India Movement has become 
strong in the present times. We all 
should cooperate with this cam-
paign in the development of our 
country.

EDITORIAL

MIND SPACE

Is G-20 just a talk shop, or does it play a useful role?

WAYS OF STAYING 
HEALTHY
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: 
Realme, the Most Reli-
able Smartphone Ser-
vice Provider in India, 
unveiled newest addi-
tions to its smartphone & 
AIOT portfolio, the realme 
narzo 60x 5G and realme 
Buds T300.

These new additions to 
realme’s legacy of inno-
vation are crafted to pro-
vide users with an unri-
valed experience. The 
realme narzo 60x 5G, the 
Next 5G Speed Frontier 
is dedicated to meeting 
the demands and aspira-
tions of the Indian youth, 
solidifying its position 
as a pioneer in the field 
of next-gen technology. 

Meanwhile, the realme 
Buds T300, is built with a 
cutting-edge design and 
exceptional sound qual-
ity, delivering its users an 
immersive audio experi-
ence like never before.

Commenting on the 
launch, a realme spokes-
person said, “At realme, 
we are committed to 
pushing boundaries for 
delivering innovative 
cutting-edge technology 
to our users.  With our 
“Dare to Leap” spirit, we 
are delighted to introduce 
two remarkable products 
that embody this vision 
- the realme narzo 60x 
5G and the realme Buds 
T300.

The realme Narzo 
series has been a favor-

ite for many of our users, 
boasting an impressive 
user base of 14 million in 
India. This series signifies 
the evolution of smart-
phones, incorporating 
cutting-edge technology 
and innovative design 
to empower users to 
stay at the forefront of 
technology trends while 
expressing their unique 
individuality. We are con-
fident that with these new 
launches realme will fur-
ther cement its position 
in the Indian 5G smart-
phone and AIOT market. 
”

realme narzo 60x 5G, 
the Next 5G Speed Fron-
tier combines a powerful 
camera, fast charging, a 
massive battery, an eye-

catching design, slim 
form factor, a capable 5G 
chipset, ample RAM for 
multitasking, and gener-
ous storage capacity. 
It features a 50MP AI 
camera to allow its users 
to showcase their creativ-
ity to the fullest. The 33W 
SUPERVOOC Charging 
solution with a massive 
5000mAh battery charg-
es the smartphone up to 
50% in just 29 mins.

The realme narzo 
60x 5G is powered by 
the MediaTek Dimen-
sity 6100+ 5G Chipset 
that ensures faster data 
speeds and smoother 
online experiences. The 
smartphone comes with 
Dynamic RAM options 
of up to 6GB, paired with 

an additional 6GB of 
RAM and 128GB Stor-
age to provide users with 
smooth and efficient mul-
titasking, allowing them 
to run multiple apps and 
switch between tasks 
seamlessly. The Inter-
stellarX design with the 
7.89mm ultra-slim body 
adds a touch of unique-
ness to set it apart from 
other smartphones and 
makes it comfortable to 
hold and carry in your 
pocket. The realme narzo 
60x 5G is available in two 
stunning colors: Stel-
lar Green and Nebula 
Purple and comes in 
two storage variants 
priced at Rs 12,999 
(4GB+128GB) and Rs 
14,499 (6GB+128GB).

Realme launches realme narzo, Buds

TOP NEWS REPORT

LEH, Sep 7: Bisleri 
International, India’s 
leading packaged drink-
ing water company, 
announced the success-
ful restoration of Ladakh 
Reservoir in the Kyagar 
region of Tegar Village, 
Nubra Valley, Leh.

The ambitious project, 
undertaken by Bisleri, 
aims to strengthen the 
local community's resil-
ience and alleviate the 
risks of water scarcity. 

The primary objective 
is to revitalize the Kyagar 
Panchayat Reservoir, 
bolstering the region's 
water infrastructure and 
addressing its agricul-
tural needs.

The reservoir, measur-
ing 135 meters in length, 
90 meters in width and 2 
meters in depth, under-
went a thorough desilt-
ing and repair process 

to optimize its capac-
ity and operational 
efficiency. The project 
also included essen-
tial repairs to the water 
canals, extending over 3 
kilometres.

Bisleri International's 
initiative to repair and 
restore the reservoir 
serves a multifaceted 
purpose. It has sig-
nificantly increased 
the storage capacity to 
24.3 million litres, pro-
viding a dependable 
water source crucial for 
the agricultural require-
ments of 210 families 
and approximately 
1,050 households.

It supports crop irriga-
tion, including wheat, 
barley, apples, apricots, 
cherries, and a variety 
of vegetables such as 
potatoes, onions, toma-
toes, mustard seeds, 
beans, peas, carrots, 

cabbage, and various 
green vegetables.

This initiative ensures 
sustained agricultural 
activities throughout the 
year, extending beyond 
the monsoon season, 
enhancing crop produc-
tivity. Also, it contrib-
utes to livestock main-
tenance and improves 
sanitation facilities 
within the community.

Commenting on the 
company’s vision to 
foster sustainable devel-
opment in the Himala-
yan valleys, Angelo 
George, CEO, Bisleri 
International Pvt. Ltd., 
said, “We are in con-
stant pursuit of creat-
ing a greener future by 
implementing initiatives 
that emphasize the well-
being of people and 
the planet. Our goal is 
to empower communi-
ties through compre-

hensive programs that 
address various facets 
of life. Through the 
repair & restoration of 
the Ladakh reservoir, 
we take pride in our 
contribution to fostering 
stability and sustain-
able development in the 
region.”

Rigzin Wangdus, Sar-
panch, Kyagar Pan-
chayat, stated, “We are 
grateful for Bisleri to 
come forward and help 
to repair & restore the 
reservoir in our area 
which got damaged due 
to the flash flood in July. 
Their tireless efforts and 
vision will help shape a 
brighter future for this 
magnificent land, bring-
ing prosperity and sus-
tenance for generations 
to come.”  

The latest initiative is 
part of Bisleri’s ‘Green-
er Promise’ philosophy, 

which is dedicated to 
intensifying the com-
pany's endeavours to 
combat climate change, 
ensure access to safe 
and healthy water for 
everyone, and estab-
lish a robust circular 
economy.

As part of its commit-
ment to building a more 
sustainable future, 
Bisleri has undertaken 
a water stewardship 
initiative known as Proj-
ect Nayi Umeed. This 
project has success-
fully restored over 200 
check dams in Guja-
rat and Maharashtra, 
resulting in the collec-
tion of an impressive 
22 billion litres of water. 
These efforts have had 
a far-reaching impact, 
benefiting more than 
124 villages and nearly 
40,000 family members 
of farmers.

Bisleri completes restoration of 24.3 
million litre ladakh reservoir

TOP NEWS REPORT

SAMBA, Sep 7: Sad-
guru of Sahib Bandgi 
Shri Madhuparam-
hans Ji Maharaj, while 
addressing thousands 
of devotees at Ranjri 
today on the occasion 
of Janmashtami, said 
that this body is a vine 
of poison.

It is full of vices from 
the nails to the head 
and Guru is the mine of 
nectar. Still consider it 
your luck that you have 
got a human body.

The body is very incur-
able. Rome Rome is 
full of disorders. The 
description of the nature 
of the soul given by the 
authors of the scriptures 
is very beautiful. The 
soul has nothing to do 
with any object. Some-
times we see that great 
Siddha-seekers have 
gone astray. Sahib has 
said very accurately 
that Gana, Gandharva, 
Rishi, Muni, Deity etc. 
are all serving Kaal. Our 
ancestors were great 
renunciates used great 
force. But in the end he 
went astray. There is no 
example of one or two. 
That is, there seems to 
be a contradiction. The 
soul is bound. You look 
carefully.

People tell me that just 
as Ramakrishna Para-
shans gave the knowl-
edge of soul to Vive-
kananda, give it to us 
too. I say why did they 
give only one. Because 
he got only one as a 
character. Similarly, 
Ashtavakra gave the 
knowledge of soul to 
Raja Janma. He also got 
only one vessel.

The soul is beyond 
words. does not come 
in the explanation. The 
soul is not such a thing 
that it can be taken out 
to show that it is a soul. 
Newton did not go into 
the interior even once. 
Till date no one has 
been able to refute the 
formulas given. What-
ever facts are presented 
is an interview. None of 
you have gone inside. 
But you have accepted 
Newton's theory that the 
earth is rotating. Now 
you have to believe. 
You haven't gone to 
space. Today I showed 
it. Newton did not show 
it directly. Even today 
some people say that 
the earth is in its own 
place.

Even today, when sur-
veys are conducted, 
three things happen. 
Yes, no and don't 
know. This information 

regarding knowledge 
of astronomy is very 
important. When asked 
an old woman said that 
the world has become 
stupid. The sun rises in 
front of my house every 
day. Where does the 
earth rotate? One is 
a fool and the other is 
deceitful. He does not 
accept any logic.

When Vashishtha ji 
was talking about self-
knowledge, Ram ji 
objected, said why are 
you giving so many 
proofs to prove one 
thing. Vashishtha said 
that the instrument for 
testing gold is the touch-
stone. In this way, the 
formula to prove knowl-
edge is pramana.

The five elements are 
rotating. I will show you 
the sky element. Feel-
ing the air, not seeing it. 
The color of air is green. 
Some men travel by 
bus. Make you vomit. 
Gas formed. Green 
color comes out. He 
had not eaten anything 
green. That is air ele-
ment. This has to be 
explained logically.

In this way, that is the 
immortal world, whose 
message has been 
given by the saints. The 
saints have certified 
this.

Madhuparamhans delivers religious 
sermons on Janmashtami

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: Dr 
Vikas Heer a practising 
Surgical oncologist from 
Jammu has been award-
ed prestigious UICC 
Fellowship in Gynae 
Oncology from National 
Cancer Center, South 
Korea which is consid-
ered as one of the most 
coveted fellowships in 
the field of Cancer man-
agement and he is the 
only surgical oncologist 
from the union territory 
to have received this 
prestigious fellowship.

This fellowship is being 
governed by the Union 
for international cancer 
control. Established in 
1962, the fellowship is 
one of UICC’s oldest 
and most established 

portfolio of programmes.
During his Gynae 

oncology fellowship at 
National Cancer Center, 
Korea, he was especial-
ly trained in advanced 
minimally invasive gyn-
ae-oncology surgery 
including robotic sur-
gery. He has also been 
trained in Cytoreductive 
surgery and HIPEC.

As alumnus of Sher-e-
kashmir institute of med-
ical sciences (SKIMS), 
Srinagar, Dr. Heer has 
also been awarded 
Post doctoral fellow-
ship surgical Oncology 
by Tata Medical Center, 
Kolkata. He has also 
done Fellowship in 
surgical oncology from 
SMVDNSH, Jammu.

He is an experienced 
onco-surgeon with more 

than 7 years of experi-
ence in the field of sur-
gical oncology. Dr Heer 
has published several 
papers and has deliv-
ered professional talks 
in various scientific 
forums.

He is a skilled onco-
surgeon with areas 
of interests involving 
the Gynae Oncology, 
HIPEC,Peritoneal sur-
face malignancy, breast 
cancer , breast onco-
plasty and reconstruc-
tive surgery including 
implants, skin cancers 
and sarcomas , Head 
and neck cancers includ-
ing reconstruction, GI 
cancers. His skillfulness, 
precision makes him a 
brilliant onco-surgeon 
with great knowledge 
and excellent patient 
management.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: 
Shivani Charak of J&K 
along with seven sport 
climbers including four 
female climbers of India 
left today for Hong Kong 
to represent the coun-
try in the Asian Cup in 
Bouldering competition 
scheduled to be held in 
Hong Kong  from 9th to 
10th September, 2023.

The other climbers 
selected for participa-
tion in this specialized 
international  event 
are Bharat Pereira 
and Lokesh Chan-
dra from Karnataka, 
Aman Verma & Anisha 
Verma from  Tata Steel 
Adventure Foundation, 
Jamshedpur, Saniya 
Farooque Shaikh 
from Maharashtra, C. 
Maibam from Manipur 
and Ritika Rawat from 

Delhi.
Bibhas Roy from Tata 

Steel Adventure Foun-
dation is accompany-
ing the team as coach. 
The team has been 
sponsored by Indian 
Mountaineering Foun-
dation, New Delhi, the 
apex body for adventure 
sports in the country.  

It may be mentioned 
here that participation of 
Shivani in the Asian Cup 
in Bouldering shall pro-
vide her a big exposure 

of competing on Interna-
tional standard boulders  
and good performance 
in this competition 
shall further  facilitate 
Shivani’s selection for 
the forthcoming inter-
national sport climbing 
competitions. 

Meanwhile, Zorawar 
Singh Jamwal, Presi-
dent; Ram Khajuria, 
Sr. Vice President; 
Shawetica Khajuria, 
General Secretary and 
Sushil Singh, Trea-

surer of Mountaineer-
ing Association of J&K 
besides Patrons of Tawi 
Trekkers J&K Ashwani 
Sharma, former MLA 
and Rahul Sharma, 
Chairman Sprawling 
Buds ICSE School, 
Bantalab, Jammu have 
wished best of luck to 
Shivani and are hopeful 
that she would perform 
to her full potential in the 
continental competition 
and bring laurels to the 
country and J&K.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: The 
festival of Vats Dwa-
dashi is celebrated with 
great enthusiasm in 
Jammu.

Regarding Vats Dwa-
dashi, Mahant Rohit 
Shastri Jyotishacharya, 
head of Shri Kailakh 
Jyotish and Vedic Sans-
than Trust, told that the 
Dwadashi of Krishna 
Paksha of Bhadrapada 
month is celebrated as 
Vats Dwadashi.

This year, the Dwa-
dashi tithi of Krishna 
Paksha of Bhadrapada 
month will start at 09:29 

pm on Sunday, 10th 
September and will 
end on the next day i.e. 
Monday, 11th Septem-
ber at 11:53 pm.

The Dwadashi date 
of the Krishna Paksha 
of Suryodaya Vyapani 
Bhadrapada month will 

be on Monday, 11th 
September, so this year 
the festival of Vats Dwa-
dashi will be celebrated 
on Monday, 11th Sep-
tember in the year 2023.

Bhadrapada is there-
fore the auspicious 
time for worshiping Vats 
Dwadashi (Bachdwa) 
on Monday, 11th Sep-
tember, after 06.15 am 
for the whole day.

Auspicious time to 
soak Moong, gram 
etc for Vats Dwadashi 
(Bachdwa) worship 
10th September Sunday 
morning after 06:15 the 
whole day is auspicious.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Excise State Taxes 
Employees Welfare 
(JKESTW) Society 
executive body greeted 
JKites on the eve of 
Krishan Janamashtmi.

President of Society, 
Vijay Sharma Retd DC 
said "On this auspi-
cious occasion of Jana-
mashtmi we the mem-
bers convey our greet-
ings and good wishes 
to all the people of J&K 
including members of 
society. Lord Krishana 
symbolizes devotion, 
discipline, godliness, 
rootedness, sthita-Pra-
gya, acceptance and 

Niyat Karma prescribed 
duties.

On this sacred festival 
celebrating the birth of 
Lord Krishana, we must 
rededicate ourselves to 
his eternal Teachings 
and build a society full 
of love, peace, brother-
hood and compassion.

Mohan Lal Sharma 
Senior Vice President, 
S.K Sharma ex GM, S.R 
Shan, Rajinder Khaju-
ria Secretary, General 
Secretary V.S Billow-
ria, Treasurer Diwakar 
Sharma, Riaz Ex DC. 
Kargil, Naseem Malik 
Patron, Aslam Chowdry 
Rtd IAS former VC chief 
Patron and B.S Masta-
na Rtd. DC Excise were 
also present.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: Sunil 
Dimple, President Mis-
sion Statehood Jammu 
Kashmir, participated in 
the impressive Jhanki 
taken out on the eve of 
celebration of lord Krish-
na Janmashtami chant-
ing religious Mantras 
from Radha Krishana 
Temple, New Plot.

The Shoba Yatra 
passed through the New 
Plot, Tali Morh,  Janipur, 
Subash Nagar, Sarwal 
Rehari and culminated 
back at Radha Krishan 
Temple.

Thousands of devo-
tees, children, women, 
people from all walks of 
life joined the Jhankis 
and made the atmo-
sphere religious by the 
impressive Bhajans and 
chanting the religious 
slogans.

The Mahant Maharaj 
Ram Kumar Das Khaki 
showered blessings and 
showed the path of com-
munal harmony and the 
teachings of Bhagwan 
Shri Krishna and Geeta.

Sunil Dimple greeted 
the people on Krishna 
Janmashtami to the 
people of the country 

and J&K.
Dimple prayed for the 

universal peace and 
restoration of J&K state, 
with special status, 
peace and normalcy in 
the Jammu Kashmir.

The prominent others 
who participated in 
Shoba Yatra include 
Prem Sharma, Ramesh 
Chander Kohli, HR 
Gupta, Sham Saroop, 
Mohan Lal Sharma, 
Ashok Sharma, RP 
Kohli,  Subash Gupta, 
Jagdish Magotra, Kewal 
Luthra, large number of 
women children and 
others.

Sunil Dimple greets 
people on Janmashtami

Vats Dwadashi fast on Sep 11: 
Mahant Shastri

JKESTW Society members 
greets people on Janamashtmi

J&K Surgical oncologist awarded 
prestigious UICC Fellowship

J&K climber Shivani Charak to 
represent India in Asian Cup
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Mega star Mammootty turns 72; social media flooded 
with birthday wishes

Malayalam mega star Mam-
mootty turned 72 on Thurs-
day with social media being 
flooded with birthday wishes 
for their dear “Mammukka” as 
he is fondly called by everyone, 
from people of all walks of life 
including politicians, actors and 
others from the film industry.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan wished the megastar 
on Facebook and social media 
platform X.

Leader of Opposition in the 
state Assembly V D Satheesan 
also wished Mammootty on 
X and said that the actor was 
par excellence and a very fine 
human being.

“He is an actor par excellence, 
a very fine human being and the 
pride of Indian cinema. Birth-
day greetings to@mammukka 
#HBDMammootty,” Satheesan 
said.

Besides political leaders, 
actors like Suraj Venjaramoo-
du, Unni Mukundan and Sunny 
Wayne also wished him Mam-
mootty on social media.

“With The Gentle Giant. Happy 
Birthday Mammukka,” Unni 
Mukundan said in a Facebook 
post accompanied by a photo-
graph of him with the megastar.

“Wishing our Mammukka a 

blockbuster birthday filled with 
love, laughter, and joy,” Wayne 
said on Facebook.

Mammootty has acted in over 

400 films in various languages 
including Tamil, Telugu, Kanna-
da, Hindi and English besides 
Malayalam in a career spanning 

over five decades.
He has won three national 

awards, eight state and 13 
Filmfare awards, Padma Shri 
and two honorary doctorate 
degrees, all of which prove his 
acting prowess and are also the 
reason for the massive fan fol-
lowing he has despite a lot of 
new faces in the industry.

Some of his popular movies 
include—‘New Delhi’, ‘Thani-
yavarthanam’, ‘Oru Vadak-
kan Veera Gatha’, ‘Oru CBI 
Diary Kurippu’, ‘Kutty Sranku’, 
‘Paleri Manikyam Oru Pathira 
Kolapathakam’ and so on.

He has worked with critically 
acclaimed directors including 
Adoor Gopalakrishnan, K G 
George and T V Chandran and 
hit-makers like I V Sasi, Joshi, 
Ranjith, Anward Rasheed and 
so on.

His debut was the 1971 movie 
‘Anubhavangal Paalichakal’ and 
his recent films include ‘Nan-
pakal Nerathu Mayakkam’ which 
won him the best actor at the 
53rd Kerala State Film Awards.

Besides movies, the actor also 
does several charity initiatives 
through his organisation “Care 
and Share International Foun-
dation.”

Actress Rakul Preet 
Singh, who has done 
several films in Telugu, 
Hindi and Tamil, has 
opened up about her 
upcoming projects. “This 
is a really exciting phase 

for me as an actor, I’m 
really glad to be getting 
opportunities to do films 
across languages. I’m 
immensely thankful for 
the diverse languages of 
cinema that allow me to 

speak to hearts across 
linguistic borders. It’s a 
joy for me to connect 
with audiences from all 
walks of life through the 
magic of storytelling,” 
she said.

Rakul said all her 
upcoming films are in 
different languages, 
including Tamil, Telugu, 
Hindi. “There are many 
other films that are cur-
rently under wraps but 
will soon be out, and I 
cannot be more excit-
ed,” she said.

Singh who made her 
acting debut with Kan-
nada film Gilli (2009) has 
worked in Telugu movie 
Venkatadri Express 
and Tamil film Thadai-
yara Thaakka. She was 
later seen in Tamil and 
Telugu films like Louky-
am (2014), Pandaga 
Chesko (2015), Sar-
rainodu (2016), Dhruva 
(2016), and Nannaku 
Prematho (2016).

She entered Hindi 
cinema with the comedy 
Yaariyan (2014). Rakul 
has primarily acted in 
Hindi films, such as the 
romantic comedy De 
De Pyaar De (2019), 
the drama Runway 34 
(2022), and Doctor G 
(2022).

Rakul Preet Singh opens up on 
films in different Indian languages

Kerala CM Vijayan, Leader of Opposition Satheesan, actors Suraj Venjaramoodu, Unni 
Mukundan and Sunny Wayne wished the Malayalam actor

From Imran in Scoop to Irfan 
in upcoming film Haddi, it’s not 
exactly a leap for the Chhalaang 
actor Mohammed Zeeshan 
Ayyub. Rather he has no hesi-
tation in admitting that in Haddi, 
headlined by Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui, his part is not a big one. 
But it sure is an important role, 
new and exciting too as he gets 
to romance Nawaz, who plays a 
transgender. He jokes, “Some-
how no one has ever offered me 
a romantic role before.” And he 
is happy that debutant director 
Akshat Ajay Sharma who ‘has 
so much clarity of thought and 
vision’ saw this shade in him.

Working with his senior from 
the National School of Drama, 
Nawaz bhai, too was exhila-
rating. Though he qualifies, 
“When two good actors work 
together, they do not necessar-
ily talk about acting,” Watching 
the supremely talented actor up 
close and personal did turn out 
to be a learning lesson in how to 
do things differently.

On the film that also stars 
Anurag Kashyap as the main 
antagonist, he says, “It’s a 
good thing we are exploring 
these marginalised characters 
and our cinema is becoming 
more inclusive.” Tired of play-
ing the righteous person time 
and again, he can’t say whether 
his Haddi character of a lawyer 
is challenging, a word inciden-
tally he does not use liberally to 

define any of the stellar parts in 
his oeuvre.

Keeping it simple
Invariably, Zeeshan is spot 

on. Yet his acting process is 
not very complicated. He says, 
“To understand the script and 
communicate truthfully is sort of 
the baseline. Then there are a 
number of things, which if a part 
is complex could involve talking 
to others.” But if it’s playing the 
ever supportive friend, a part he 
aced in Dhanush-starrer Raan-
jhanaa and many other films, he 
doesn’t need to work very hard.

“Of course, for Raanjhanaa, I 
did think very hard and added 
many layers to it. But if I am 
being typecast, I just read the 

script and deliver my lines,” he 
adds. Though, in his long jour-
ney he is ‘still waiting for the big 
moment’, but he would not sign 
just any film. “For when I am a 
part of a film, viewers do expect 
some sense in it, and I can’t let 
them down.”

In future too, he promises his 
fans, “I will do my best to enter-
tain you. I won’t be lazy in my 
work and will keep on trying.” 
And that’s exactly the same 
advice he proffers to aspiring 
actors out there. “Don’t just 
focus on your dreams, focus on 
your performance. Even if it’s a 
one-liner part, give it your 100 
per cent.” Now you know what 
makes him stand out in meaty 

parts or cameos.
Watch him strike home once 

again, as Haddi streams on 
Zee5 on September 7.  

‘Great appetite for consuming 
content’

Among the plethora of choices 
this week, which also includes 
Jawan’s theatrical release, Zee-
shan is not unduly perturbed 
about Haddi’s fate as it streams 
on Zee5 today. For one, the OTT 
release frees it from box-office 
pressure. Moreover, he rea-
sons, “We have a great appe-
tite for drama and consuming 
content. We can watch a film 
and start watching yet another 
after a half-an-hour break. We 
love story-telling; look at our folk 
forms which continue all through 
the night.” Besides, he quips, 
“Not everyone will get tickets for 
Jawan.”

Walking the thin line
Playing two Muslim charac-

ters back-to-back, he doesn’t 
think his roles in either Scoop 
or Haddi are the best examples 
to comment on Muslim charac-
ters’ representation on screen. 
“In both Scoop and Haddi, Imran 
and Irfan are part of the group, 
and become one with the narra-
tive organically. Irfan could well 
have been Ramesh and that is 
a sign of very good writing. It 
becomes a problem or tricky 
when you make them special 
characters because of their reli-
gion.”

Actor Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub is happy that he is finally 
essaying a romantic role, even though he gets to romance his 
Nawazuddin Siddiqui ‘bhai’ in the film ‘Haddi’Yukti Kapoor, who is 

playing the lead in the 
show Keh Doon Tum-
hein, said her character 
is a woman with a pur-
pose, whose goal is to 
serve as an example for 
single mothers.

Set in Panchgani, the 
show Keh Doon Tum-
hein is a gripping murder 
mystery and love story, 
that will witness varied 
shades of emotions of 
Kirti (played by Yukti) 
and Vikrant (played by 
Mudit Nayyar), and the 
emotional, thrilling roller 
coaster that Kirti goes 
through.

Talking about the 
show, Yukti said, “Kirti 
is a single mother. She 
is a confident woman. 
I consider myself fortu-
nate to have gained the 
chance to portray Kirti. 
The audience will see 
the various facets of Kir-
ti’s persona as they are 
revealed in the show. 
She is a woman with a 
purpose. My goal is to 
serve as an example for 
other single mothers by 
being Kirti.”

Produced by Vajra 
Productions, Keh Doon 
Tumhein airs on Star 
Plus.

Yukti Kapoor opens up on her 
role in Keh Doon Tumhein

Actress Apoorva 
Arora, who is seen as 
Sitara in the interactive 
film Lost And Found 
In Singapore, gave a 
sneak peek into her 
real-life personality, and 
unveiled an unexpected 
connection with Rithvik 
Dhanjani’s character 
Dhruv.

The movie Lost And 
Found In Singapore, 
starring Rithvik and 
Apoorva, invites view-
ers to become a part 
of the narrative, steer-
ing its course through 
their choices as Dhruv 
and Sitara lead us on 
a journey of discovery 
through the enchanting 
streets of Singapore.

Talking about the 
movie, Apoorva said, 
“In real life, I am more 
like Dhruv and Rithvik 
is like Sitara, as he is 

an adrenaline junkie 
who wants to start with 
adventure activities 
directly; and that is the 
most apt definition of 
Sitara. Whereas I am 
a person who wants to 
plan things, at least the 
direction where I’ll be 
headed, which is exactly 
like Dhruv.”

“I am not an adventure 
junkie, but playing one 
was a huge task as I got 
cold feet while doing the 
bungee jump and other 
activities. On the other 
side of the camera, I 
could see Rithvik sulk-
ing because he could 
not do these stunts,” 
said the OMG fame 
actress.

Apoorva, who is known 
for her role in Holiday, 
College Romance, said, 
“I was jealous of Rithvik 
exploring the city on 

foot, visiting museums, 
going into bookstores, 
and enjoying nature 
as Dhruv. While doing 
adventurous activities, 
I even told Rithvik, ‘Aap 
hi karlo, please karlo!’ 
However, I must admit 
that as the shoot ended, 
I liked Sitara’s way of 
holidaying.”

MX Studios, the in-
house content studio 
of MX Player associ-
ated with the Singapore 
Tourism Board (STB) to 
bring Lost and Found 
In Singapore that fol-
lows the journeys of an 
introverted solo trav-
eller (Rithvik) and an 
adventure-seeking girl 
(Apoorva) who champi-
ons friendship.

and Found In Singa-
pore is streaming on MX 
Player.

Apoorva Arora says playing adventure junkie in 
Lost And Found In Singapore was a huge task

A rich man dead, a 
town full of suspects, 
narratives filled with lies 
and an innocent convict. 
How will Charlie navi-

gate through the mys-
tery, when every face 
hides a secret? Watch 
the director Vishal 
Bhardwaj bring alive a 

story from the Queen of 
Crime, Agatha Christie.

Charlie Chopra and 
the Mystery of Solang 
Valley, in association 
with Tusk Tale Films, 
is co-written by Anjum 
Rajabali and Jyotsna 
Hariharan along with 
Bharadwaj. The series 
boasts an impressive 
ensemble cast featuring 
Wamiqa Gabbi (Char-
lie Chopra), Priyanshu 
Painyuli (Sitaram Bisht), 
Naseeruddin Shah (Dr 
Rai), Neena Gupta 
(Janki Rawat), Ratna 
Pathak Shah (Ms Bha-
rucha), Gulshan Grover 
(Brigadier Meherbaan 
Rawat), Lara Dutta 
(Wilayat), Chandan 
Roy Sanyal (Manas), 
and Paoli Dam (Saloni) 
among others.

It will stream on Sep-
tember 27 on Sony LIV.

Watch out for Charlie Chopra and 
the Mystery of Solang Valley
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NEW DELHI, Sep 7 (Agen-
cies): To combat climate change, 
the world needs to move away 
from a purely restrictive attitude 
on what should not be done, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said today.

In a blog post, PM Modi wrote, 
“We believe there is a need 
to move away from a purely 
restrictive attitude of what 
should not be done, to a more 
constructive attitude focusing 
on what can be done to fight 
climate change,”

PM Modi’s blog post comes 
just a day ahead of the G20 
Summit in New Delhi, where 
leaders from across the globe 
will gather to try and find solu-
tions to problems ailing the 
world.

He also wrote about how 
India’s G20 presidency has 
focused on a human-centric 
approach to ensure that the 
rewards of globalisation reach 
the last mile.

“As One Earth, we are coming 

together to nurture our planet. 
As One Family, we support each 
other in the pursuit of growth. 
And we move together towards 
a shared future - One Future - 
which is an undeniable truth in 
these interconnected times,” he 
wrote.

India has pulled out all the 
stops for the G20 Summit where 

world leaders will hold discus-
sions on geopolitical tensions, 
economic slowdowns, and rising 
food and energy prices.

The guest list includes US 
President Joe Biden, UK PM 
Rishi Sunak, Canada Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, and 
several other world leaders. 
This is the first time that India is 

hosting such a powerful group of 
leaders from across the globe.

PM Modi said that this is not 
just a high-level diplomatic 
endeavour for India, but a way 
to showcase the country’s diver-
sity.

“For India, the G20 Presidency 
is not merely a high-level diplo-
matic endeavour. As the Mother 
of Democracy and a model of 
diversity, we opened the doors 
of this experience to the world,” 
he wrote.

Today, accomplishing things 
at scale is a quality that is 
associated with India. The G20 
Presidency is no exception. It 
has become a people-driven 
movement. Over 200 meetings 
will have been organised in 60 
Indian cities across the length 
and breadth of our nation, host-
ing nearly 100,000 delegates 
from 125 countries by the end 
of our term. No Presidency 
has ever encompassed such a 
vast and diverse geographical 
expanse,” PM Modi added.

PM Modi On What India Aims To Achieve With Grand 
Show At G20 Summit

NEW DELHI, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Coming 
down heavily on DMK 
leader Udhayanidhi 
Stalin for his remark 
equating ‘Sanatan 
Dharma’ with “mos-
quitoes, dengue and 
malaria”, Union Minis-

ter Smriti Irani said the 
chants of Lord Krishna 
should be so loud that 
they reach those who 
challenge Sanatan 
Dharma.

The Union Minister 
took a dig at Udhaya-
nidhi and those who 

supported his “Sanatan 
Dharma” remark at the 
Janmashtami celebra-
tion in Delhi’s Dwarka.

“Our voices must 
reach those people who 
challenged ‘Sanatan 
Dharma’. Till devotees 
are alive, no one can 
challenge our ‘dharma’ 
and faith,” she said.

On Wednesday, PM 
Modi in his meeting with 
cabinet ministers raised 
the issue. According to 
sources, the Prime Min-
ister said that ministers 
should give a befitting 
reply to the Sanatan 
Dharma debate and 
use facts to counter the 
opposition.

Chants of Lord Krishna should 
be so loud that they reach 
those who challenge Sanatan 
Dharma, says Smriti IraniPM Modi said that the G20 Summit is not just a high-level diplomatic endeavour for 

India, but a way to showcase the country’s diversity.

CHENNAI, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Under 
intense attack from the 
BJP over his alleged 
anti-Sanatan Dharma 
remarks, DMK leader 
and Tamil Nadu Minis-
ter Udhayanidhi Stalin 
on Thursday accused 
the saffron party lead-
ers of “twisting” his 
statements and vowed 
to face all cases in this 
connection legally.

He also launched a 
strident attack on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
saying he was “globe-
trotting”, afraid of facing 
questions over the 
Manipur violence.

“For the last nine years, 
all your (BJP) promises 
are empty promises. 
What have you exactly 
done for our welfare is a 
question currently being 
raised in unison by the 
entire country against 
an unarmed, fascist BJP 
government. It is in this 
background that the BJP 
leaders have twisted my 
speech at the TNPWAA 
conference as ‘inciting 
genocide’. They consid-
er it a weapon to protect 
themselves,” he said. 

“What is surprising is 
that those like Union 
Minister Amit Shah 
and chief ministers of 
BJP-ruled states were 
demanding action 
against him based on 
“fake news,” Udhayani-
dhi said.

“In all fairness, I should 

be the one filing criminal 
cases and other court 
cases against them 
for spreading slander 
while holding respect-
able positions. But I am 
aware that this is their 
mode of survival. They 
don’t know how else to 
survive, so I decided not 
to do that,” he said.

He is one of the politi-
cal heirs of Dravidian 
stalwart, the late CN 
Annadurai, the founder 
of the DMK.

“Everyone knows that 
we are not enemies of 
any religion.”        

“I would like to quote 
Anna’s comment on 
religions which remains 
relevant even today. If 
a religion leads people 
towards equality and 
teaches them fraternity, 
then I too am a spiritual-
ist. If a religion divides 
people in the name 
of castes, if it teaches 
them untouchability and 
slavery, I would be the 
first person to oppose 
religion,” he said quot-

ing Annadurai.
He said DMK respects 

all religions that teach all 
lives are born equal.

“But without an iota 
of understanding about 
any of these, Modi and 
Co. are solely depen-
dent on such slanders 
to face the parliamen-
tary elections. On the 
one hand, I can only 
feel sorry for them. For 
the last nine years, Modi 
has been doing nothing. 
Occasionally he demon-
etises money, builds wall 
to hide huts, builds new 
parliamentary building, 
erects a Sengol (scep-
ter) there, plays around 
by changing the name 
of the country, standing 
at border and making 
the white flag work,” he 
lashed out.

“I would like to say 
that I will face the cases 
filed against me legally 
with the guidance of our 
party president (Tamil 
Nadu CM MK Stalin) 
and on the advice of our 
party high command,” 
he added.

Modi and company using Sanatana 
ploy to divert attention, will face 
cases legally: Udhayanidhi Stalin

NEW DELHI, Sep 
7 (Agencies): On the 
first anniversary of the 
launch of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Thursday said the 
yatra would continue till 
hatred is eradicated and 
India is united.

Gandhi also shared a 
video montage on X of 
his over 4,000 km Kan-
yakumari to Kashmir 
yatra that was launched 
on this day last year.

In a post in Hindi, 

Gandhi said, “The crores 
of steps of Bharat Jodo 
Yatra towards unity and 
love have become the 
foundation of a better 
tomorrow for the coun-
try.”    

“The journey continues 
- till hatred is eradicated, 
till India unites. 

This is my promise!” 
the former Congress 
chief said.

During the course 
of the yatra, Gandhi 
addressed 12 public 
meetings, more than 

100 street corner meet-
ings and 13 press con-
ferences. 

He had over 275 
planned walking interac-
tions and more than 100 
sitting interactions.

Several experts had 
said a big takeaway 
from the yatra for the 
Congress had been 
Gandhi’s image trans-
formation -- from a 
reluctant and part-time 
politician to one who is 
mature and taken seri-
ously by opponents.

With over 4,000 kilo-
metres under his belt, 
Gandhi had managed 

to catch the attention of 
his supporters as well as 
detractors.

Yatra continues till hatred is eradicated, India is united: 
Rahul Gandhi on Bharat Jodo march anniversary

MUMBAI, Sep 7 
(Agencies): A 15-year-
old boy died after a jav-
elin thrown by another 
student during a prac-
tice session pierced 
his head at a school in 
Maharashtra’s Raigad 
district, the police said 
on Thursday.

According to the 
police, the deceased 
student, Hujefa Daware 
had bent down to tie 
his shoelace and didn’t 
realise the pointed 
object was moving 
towards him.

The freak incident took 
place at INT English 
School at Purar, Gore-

gaon, in the Mangaon 
taluka of the district 
on Wednesday after-
noon when students 

were practising javelin 
throwing at the school’s 
ground, he said.

Daware was also a 

part of the javelin team 
that was preparing for 
a taluka-level meet. As 
the practice session was 
underway, a fellow stu-
dent hurled a javelin. 

However, Daware 
apparently failed to 
notice that the long stick 
with a pointed end was 
flying in his direction.

The teen was hit in 
the head when he bent 
down to tie his shoelace. 
Daware collapsed on 
the spot after the jav-
elin pierced his head. 
The profusely bleeding 
student died before he 
could be taken to the 

hospital, a police official 
said. 

The Goregaon police 
in the district have reg-
istered a case of acci-
dental death for now and 
are examining if there 
was any negligence on 
the part of the student 
who threw the javelin, 
he said.

The police have also 
sought the footage of 
the CCTV cameras 
installed in the school 
and the ones covering 
the playground.

A probe into the matter 
is going on, he added.

15-year-old boy killed after a javelin thrown 
by another student pierced his head in Raigad

GWALIOR, Sep 7 (Agencies): A 
woman killed her 3-year-old son by 
throwing him off the terrace after he 
caught her having sexual relations 
with a neighbour in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Gwalior.

The woman, Jyoti Rathore, killed her 
toddler son, fearing that he would dis-
close her affair to her husband Dhyan 
Singh, a police constable said today.

Things took a turn when, after kill-
ing her son, Jyoti started having night-
mares about him, leading her to con-
fess her crime to her husband.

Jyoti’s husband, Dhyan Singh, 
even recorded her confession and 
approached police to file a complaint 
into the matter, based on which an 
investigation was taken up.

During the investigation, it was found 
that Jyoti had an extramarital affair with 
her neighbour, Uday Indauliya.

The incident happened on April 28, 
when Dhyan Singh had organised the 
inauguration of his plastic shop. He 
had invited many people to the event, 
including his neighbour Uday Indauliya. 
While everyone was busy, Jyoti and 
Uday took the time to get intimate on 
the terrace. Jyoti’s son also followed 
his mother to the terrace where he wit-
nessed her and Uday in a compromis-
ing position.

Frightened, Jyoti threw her 3-year-old 
son from the terrace to hide her affair. 
The toddler suffered serious head inju-
ries and was taken to a hospital where 
he died the next day, on April 29.

Initially, everyone believed that the 
boy had fallen accidentally from the ter-
race. However, only after a few days, 
Jyoti started having nightmares about 
her son, eventually leading her to con-
fess her crime to her husband.

Dhyan Singh then recorded her con-
fession and approached police. Accord-
ingly, a case was registered and both 
Jyoti and her lover Uday Indauliya were 
arrested.

Woman kills 3-year-old son 
to hide affair, later confesses 
to husband because...

KOCHI, Sep 7 (Agen-
cies): A minor girl was 
allegedly sexually 
assaulted and aban-
doned in a field in Aluva 
area of central Kerala 
in the early hours of 
Thursday, police said.

The child, reportedly 
the daughter of migrant 
workers, was traced 
from the paddy field 
by neighbours who 
reached the spot after 
hearing her cries.

She has been admit-
ted to the Government 
Medical College Hospi-

tal, Kalamassery.
Her condition is stable, 

police said.
Launching an investi-

gation, police said the 
culprit is suspected to 
be from the area, and 
his identity could be 
confirmed only after an 
investigation.

The incident came to 
light when the neigh-
bours heard the cries of 
the girl while she was 
being allegedly abduct-
ed by the culprit in the 
wee hours.

Minor girl 
abducted from her 
house, sexually 
assaulted in Kerala KATIHAR, Sep 7 

(Agencies): A four-year-
old boy in Bihar’s Kati-
har was electrocuted 
when a high-tension 
wire, passing over the 
courtyard where the boy 
was playing, snapped 
and fell on him.

The boy was rushed to 
a hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

Villagers and relatives 
of the boy alleged that 
the wire had fallen into 
their courtyard multiple 
times, despite their 

repeated complaints to 
the electricity depart-
ment. 

The incident occurred 
in the Kolasi market 
area.

Enraged by the neg-
ligence of the electric-
ity department, locals 
blocked the Katihar-
Kodha NH 81 highway 
for about an hour. 

They demanded com-
pensation and called 
for an electricity depart-
ment official to visit the 
site. Subsequently, a 

police officer arrived at 
the scene.

The Zilla Parishad 
president, acting as 
the women’s repre-
sentative, then con-
fronted the electricity 
department officer who 
assured immediate gov-
ernment compensation 
and promised to rectify 
the faulty electric wire 
system without delay.

Following these assur-
ances, the boy was sent 
to the hospital for post-
mortem.

Bihar boy electrocuted while 
playing, family blames 
electricity department
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JAKARTA, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Calling for 
building a rules-based 
post-COVID wor ld 
order, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 
on Thursday said the 
progress of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific and 
elevating the voice of 
the Global South is in 
the common interest of 
all.

In his address at the 
annual ASEAN-India 
summit here in the 
Indonesian capital, 
Modi described the 
10-nation grouping as 
the epicentre of growth 
as the region plays a 
crucial role in global 
development.

The prime minister 
said the Association 
of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) holds 
a prominent place in 
India’s Indo-Pacif ic 
initiative and that New 
Delhi is committed to 
working “shoulder to 
shoulder” with it.

ASEAN is considered 
one of the most influ-
ential groupings in the 
region, and India and 
several other countries 

including the US, China, 
Japan and Australia 
are its dialogue part-
ners. India supports the 
ASEAN outlook on Indo-
Pacific, Modi told the 
leaders of the grouping.

“The 21st century is 
Asia’s century. It is our 
century. For this, it is 
necessary to build a 
rule-based post-COVID 
world order and efforts 
by all for human wel-
fare,” the prime minister, 
co-chairing the summit, 
said.

“The progress of free 
and open Indo-Pacific 
and elevating the voice 
of the Global South is in 
the common interest of 

all,” he said.
The prime minister 

also reaffirmed that 
ASEAN is the central 
pillar of India’s Act East 
Policy and it fully sup-
ports ASEAN centrality 
and its outlook on the 
Indo-Pacific.

“Our history and geog-
raphy connect India 
and ASEAN. Along with 
shared values, regional 
unity, peace, prosperity, 
and a shared belief in 
a multipolar world also 
binds us together,” he 
said, adding the group-
ing holds a “prominent 
place” in India’s Indo-
Pacific initiative.

It was the first summit 

between the two sides 
since the elevation of 
their ties to a compre-
hensive strategic part-
nership last year.

“Today, even in an 
environment of global 
uncertainties, there is 
continuous progress in 
every field in our mutual 
cooperation. This is 
a testament to the 
strength and resilience 
of our relationship.”

In his opening remarks, 
Modi said: “ASEAN mat-
ters because here every-
one’s voice is heard, and 
ASEAN is the epicentre 
of growth because the 
ASEAN region plays 
a crucial role in global 

development.”
“’Vasudhaiva Kutum-

bakam’ -- ‘one earth, 
one family, one future’, 
this sentiment is also 
the theme of India’s 
G-20 Presidency,” Modi 
noted.

ASEAN-India dialogue 
relations started with 
the establishment of a 
sectoral partnership in 
1992.

This graduated to a full 
dialogue partnership in 
December 1995 and a 
summit-level partner-
ship in 2002. The ties 
were elevated to a 
strategic partnership in 
2012.

The 10 member coun-
tries of ASEAN are Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Brunei, Viet-
nam, Laos, Myanmar 
and Cambodia.

The ties between India 
and ASEAN have been 
on a significant upswing 
in the last few years 
with the focus being on 
boosting cooperation in 
the areas of trade and 
investment as well as 
security and defence.

At ASEAN-India Summit, PM Modi calls for 
rules-based post-Covid world order

JAKARTA, Sep 7 
(Agencies): US Vice 
President Kamala 
Harris has said she is 
prepared to “take over 
as the President” if Joe 
Biden is unable to com-
plete his term in office. 
Upon being asked 
about her readiness for 
the Oval Office, Kamala 
Harris, during an over-
seas trip, said stepping 
in as the President if 
and when necessary 
was an important part 
of her job.

Harris’s response 
came after she initially 
tried to deflect a ques-
tion about the 80-year-
old Biden’s age by 
pointing to his legislative 
accomplishments.

“Questions about the 
president’s age often go 
hand in hand with ques-
tions about how you 
would step in the role if 
necessary. Do you feel 

prepared for that pos-
sibility? Has serving as 
vice president prepared 
you for that job?” Asso-
ciated Press reporter 
Chris Megerian asked 
Harris.

“Yes,” replied the 
58-year-old vice presi-
dent in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, where she is 
representing Biden at 
the annual Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian 
Nations summit.

“And how would you 
describe that process?” 
the reporter asked.

“Well, first of all, let’s 
— I’m answering your 
hypothetical, but Joe 
Biden is going to be fine. 
So that is not going to 
come to fruition,” Harris 
said.

“But let us also under-
stand that every vice 
president — every vice 
president — under-
stands that when they 

take the oath, they must 
be very clear about the 
responsibility they may 
have to take over the job 
of being president. I am 
no different,” Kamala 
Harris said.

Joe Biden is already 
the oldest-ever presi-
dent. He will turn 81 in 
November and is seek-
ing a second term in 
next year’s election.

Reportedly, he has 
been unsatisfied with 
Harris, despite praising 
her in public.

According to the Real-
ClearPolitics average of 
recent polls, Harris has 
even lower favourabil-
ity ratings than Biden, 
which means that 40.7 
per cent of the public 
approves of her work, 
versus 41.7 per cent 
who approve of her 
boss.

In 2020, Biden picked 
Harris, the first female 
and second non-white 
Vice President, as his 
running mate, despite 
an acrimonious primary 
in which she blasted him 
for opposing federally 
mandated desegrega-
tion through busing stu-
dents to different school 
districts.

“That little girl was me!” 
Harris told Biden during 
a 2019 debate.

Kamala Harris says ‘ready to 
assume Presidency’ if Biden 
unable to complete term

The prime minister described ASEAN as the epicentre of growth, saying it plays a crucial 
role in global development.

KYIV, Sep 7 (Agen-
cies): A Russian mis-
sile tore through an out-
door market in eastern 
Ukraine on Wednesday, 
killing 17 people and 
wounding dozens, as 
US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken returned 
to the country with more 
than $1 billion in new 
American funding for 
Ukraine, including mili-
tary and humanitarian 
aid.

Blinken’s fourth visit 
to the country was 
overshadowed by the 
strike in the city of Kos-
tiantynivka, near the 
front line in the Donetsk 
region, that turned the 
marketplace into an 
inferno. It was one of 
the deadliest bombard-
ments of civilians in the 
18-month-old war. In 
addition to the dead, at 
least 32 people were 
wounded.

“Those who know this 
place are well aware 
that it is a civilian area,” 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said at a 
news conference with 
the Danish prime minis-
ter in Kyiv. “There aren’t 
any military units nearby. 
The strike was deliber-
ate.”

White House press 
secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said such brutal 
Russian attacks under-
score “the importance of 
continuing to support the 
people of Ukraine.”

Blinken’s visit was 
aimed at assessing 
Ukraine’s 3-month-old 
counteroffensive and 
signaling continued US 
support as some West-
ern allies express wor-
ries about Kyiv’s slow 
progress against invad-
ing Russian forces.

“We want to make sure 
that Ukraine has what it 
needs, not only to suc-
ceed in the counterof-
fensive but has what it 
needs for the long-term, 
to make sure that it has 
a strong deterrent,” 
Blinken said. “We’re also 
determined to continue 
to work with our part-
ners as they build and 
rebuild a strong econo-
my, strong democracy.”

About $175 million of 
the total is in the form of 
weaponry to be provided 
from Pentagon stock-
piles and another $100 
million is in the form 
of grants to allow the 
Ukrainians to purchase 
additional arms and 
equipment, according 
to the State Department.

Noting progress in the 
counteroffensive, Blink-
en said the new aid “will 
help sustain it and build 
further momentum.” He 
said the new military 
assistance would be bol-
stered by the arrival of 
US Abrams tanks in the 
fall and the training of 
Ukrainian pilots on F-16 
fighter jets to comple-
ment training in Europe.

In addition to the mili-
tary assistance, Blinken 
announced nearly $805 
million in non-arms-
related aid for Ukraine, 
including $300 million 
for law enforcement, 
$206 million in humani-
tarian aid, $203 million 
to combat corruption 
and $90.5 million for 
removing mines, the 
State Department said.

The package also 
includes a previously 
announced $5.4 million 
transfer to Ukraine of 
frozen Russian oligarch 
assets.

The aid announced 
by Blinken comes 
from money previously 
approved by Congress. 
President Joe Biden 
has requested another 
$21 billion in military 
and humanitarian aid 
for Ukraine for the final 
months of 2023, but it’s 

not clear how much — if 
any — will be approved.

Many Republican law-
makers are wary of pro-
viding more aid, and the 
party’s presidential front-
runner, former President 
Donald Trump, has criti-
cized US financial sup-
port. Opinion polls also 
have shown a decline in 
support for the war by 
the American public.

Biden and the Penta-
gon have said repeat-
edly they will support 
Ukraine for as long as 
it takes. As of August 
29, there was approxi-
mately $5.75 billion left 
in the already approved 
funding for weapons 
and equipment taken 
from existing Pentagon 
stocks.

Blinken was to discuss 
other issues, including 
support for Ukraine’s 
economy, building on his 
June announcement of 
$1.3 billion to help Kyiv 
rebuild, with a focus on 
modernizing its energy 
network, which was 
bombarded by Russia 
last winter.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said US 
assistance to Ukraine 
“can’t influence the 
course of the special 
military operation” — 
Moscow’s euphemism 
for the war.

Blinken arrived in 
Kyiv for an overnight 
visit hours after Russia 
launched a missile 
attack on the city.

On the train to Kyiv, 
Blinken met Danish 
Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen, who was 

also on an official visit 
and thanked her for 
Denmark’s leadership in 
training Ukrainian pilots 
on F-16s and for promis-
ing to donate the fighter 
jets to Ukraine, accord-
ing to State Department 
spokesperson Matthew 
Miller.

Washington officials 
said there will be dis-
cussions of alternative 
export routes for Ukrai-
nian grain following Rus-
sia’s exit from the Black 
Sea Grain Initiative and 
its frequent attacks 
on port facilities in the 
Odesa region.

Those alternatives 
may include new over-
land routes or ships 
hugging coastlines to 
keep out of international 
waters where they could 
be targeted by Russia’s 
navy. Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
also mentioned the 
potential to develop the 
Danube River corridor 
for grain exports.

After arriving in Kyiv, 
Blinken laid a wreath at 
the city’s Berkovetske 
cemetery to commemo-
rate Ukrainian troops 
killed defending the 
country.

In a meeting, Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal said Ukraine is 
grateful the US money 
is coming in the form of 
grants, not loans that 
would drive it into debt.

In other developments, 
Russia fired cruise mis-
siles overnight at Kyiv in 
its first aerial attack on 
the capital since Aug. 
30, according to Serhii 

Popko, the head of 
Kyiv’s regional military 
administration. Debris 
from a downed mis-
sile caused a fire and 
damage but no casual-
ties.

One person was killed 
in the Odesa region in 
a Russian missile and 
drone attack on the port 
of Izmail that damaged 
grain elevators, admin-
istrative buildings and 
agricultural enterprises, 
authorities said.

The trip was Blinken’s 
fourth to Ukraine since 
the war began, including 
one brief excursion over 
the Polish-Ukrainian 
border in March 2022, 
just a month after the 
Russian invasion. But 
it will be the first time 
America’s top diplomat 
spends the night in Kyiv 
since January 2022, 
before the invasion, in 
what US officials called 
another sign of Ameri-
can support.

Blinken’s visit comes 
after some of Ukraine’s 
allies have privately 
expressed concern that 
Ukrainian troops may 
fail to reach their objec-
tives.

While the US has been 
concerned by some 
day-to-day battlefield 
setbacks, American offi-
cials said, they are still 
generally encouraged 
by Ukraine’s handling 
of the military situa-
tion, particularly its air 
defense capabilities in 
knocking down Russian 
drones aimed at Kyiv.

Western analysts and 
military officials cau-
tion that the counterof-
fensive’s success is far 
from certain and that it 
could take years to rid 
Ukraine of entrenched, 
powerfully armed and 
skilled Russian troops.

Both sides will have 
to assess their supply 
shortages, with more 
battles of attrition likely 
over the winter. A long 
war could stretch deep 
into next year and 
beyond, according to 
experts.

17 killed, dozens injured in Russian missile 
strike amid Blinken’s Ukraine visit

BANGKOK, Sep 7 (Agencies): A 
court in Myanmar sentenced a pho-
tojournalist for an underground news 
agency to 20 years in prison with hard 
labour for his coverage of a deadly May 
cyclone’s aftermath, the media organ-
isation said.

The sentence given to Sai Zaw 
Thaike, a photographer for the inde-
pendent online news service Myanmar 
Now, appeared to be the most severe 
for any journalist detained since the 
military overthrew the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 
2021.

The press freedom group Reporters 
without Borders said in April that Myan-
mar is the world’s second-biggest jailer 
of journalists, behind only China. The 
country ranks near the bottom of the 
group’s 2023 World Press Freedom 
Index, placing 176th out of 180 coun-
tries.

Myanmar Now, which operates under-
ground, reported that a military tribunal 
tried, convicted and sentenced Sai Zaw 
Thaike, 40, during the first court hearing 
since he was detained in the western 
state of Rakhine.

The proceedings took place inside 
Insein prison in Yangon, Myanmar’s 
biggest city, where the photographer 

was jailed after his arrest. The news 
agency said Sai Zaw Thaike was 
allowed no family visits and denied legal 
representation.

“His sentencing is yet another indica-
tion that freedom of the press has been 
completely quashed under the military 
junta’s rule, and shows the hefty price 
independent journalists in Myanmar 
must pay for their professional work,” 
the news site quoted Myanmar Now 
Editor-in-Chief Swe Win as saying.

The news outlet said Sai Zaw Thaike 
was arrested on May 23 in Rakhine’s 
capital of Sittwe while recording the 
damage caused by Cyclone Mocha, 
the country’s most destructive storm in 
at least a decade. Mocha made land-
fall near Sittwe just over a week before 
his arrest and caused widespread flash 
floods and power outages.

Myanmar journalist gets 20-year 
sentence for reporting on cyclone’s 
aftermath, news site says

BEIJING, Sep 7 (Agencies): The 
Chinese government is considering a 
law that would ban clothing deemed to 
be “hurting the feelings of the Chinese 
people.”

The law, which is still in the draft-
ing stage, will prohibit a wide range of 
behaviours, including dress or speech 
that could be considered offensive or 
“detrimental to the spirit of the Chinese 
people.”

The standing committee of the 
nation’s legislature has released a draft 
of the proposed legislation, and it has 
been listed as one of their priorities for 
passage this year, reported Bloomberg.

Punishments for those who violate the 
law could range from a fine, equivalent 
to approximately $950 (Rs 79,002), to 
being sent to a detention centre for 15 
days.

However, the available information 
does not clearly specify what images, 
clothing, or speech would be consid-
ered “offensive” by the Communist gov-
ernment.

According to reports, a woman was 
detained last year in Suzhou, a city near 
Shanghai, for wearing traditional Japa-
nese attire, a kimono, in public. Actions 
were also taken against people wearing 
shirts with rainbows or distributing flags 
with pro-LGBTQ+ symbols.

In 2019, Beijing banned the export of 
black clothing to Hong Kong during the 
pro-democracy protests.

In another latest development, China 
has ordered officials at central gov-
ernment agencies to not use Apple’s 
iPhones and other foreign-branded 
devices for work or bring them into the 
office.

China mulls law banning clothes 
that ‘hurt nation’s feelings’
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Annual pilgrimage of 
‘Chhari-Mubarak’ of Ama-
rnath Yatra concludes at 

Pahalgam
that India is the perfect example of a plu-

ralistic society. In India, religious communi-
ties are identified as separate entities and 
every community is free to profess faith 
in their own religion, beliefs, values and 
we do not discard one for another. We the 
Indians also practice religion in a pluralistic 
way. For example, a substantial minority of 
Muslims, especially in some regions of the 
country, celebrate the festivals of Diwali 
and Holi, which are more commonly cel-
ebrated by Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and 
Jains.

Addressing the gathering after the culmi-
nating ceremony, Mahant Deependra Giri ji 
congratulated and thanked Indian Army (7 
Para), ITBP that deployed 49 companies, 
J&K Police, MRT, SDRF, Health Depart-
ment, PHE, PDD, BRO, locals providing 
tented accommodation, Pony Walas and 
all the agencies connected for making 
arrangements for the Yatra along with 
people of Jammu & Kashmir. He appreci-
ated the services rendered by all the vol-
untary organizations for providing langar, 
medical and other essential facilities to 
the pilgrims during the pilgrimage. It was 
the collective efforts of all that we had a 
successful Yatra wherein about 4.5 lakh 
pilgrims visited the Holy Shrine of Swami 
Amarnath Ji for Darshan, this year.

All the arrangements including transpor-
tation, accommodation and food for the 
Sadhus and people from general public 
who had accompanied Chhari-Mubarak 
during Swami Amarnath ji Yatra were made 
by ‘The True Trust’ founded by Mahant 
Deependra Giri ji in year 2004.

Don’t give any kind of 
shelter to terror sup-

porters, terrorists; Leave 
rest to Police, Security 

Forces: LG

as their weapon to fill their own coffers 
and leave common man suffer. “Who 
gave Kandhaar title to Sopore which was 
a famous business hub till 1970? Who pro-
moted stone pelting here? Those respon-
sible for this did great injustice with the 
people of Sopore and the future genera-
tions,” the LG said.

He said with the great support from Prime 
Minister Narendera Modi, J&K administra-
tion will ensure the lost glory of Sopore 
is revived. “We will ensure Sopore of the 
1970’s is brought back with great enthusi-
asm,” the LG said.

He said that despite having Asia’s larg-
est fruit mandi, Sopore was left to suffer 
for decades together. “We will ensure that 
Sopore will emerge as a model town of 
the country,” the LG said, adding that the 
great poet Mehjoor had once stated that “If 
Muslims are milk, Hindus are Sugar.”

 “Sopore was known for communal har-
mony and we will ensure that it returns to 
this place soon,” he said.

He said that Muncipal Committee Sopore 
was doing a great work to keep the town 
clean. “But unless a common man wakes 
up and plays a role, there is no fun of using 
foreign made marble on roads,” the LG 
said. “We are ensuring development here 
no for politics or gains but as our Dharam 
(religion).”

Lashing out at those who built huge 
houses for themselves and left common 
man suffer, the LG said that a VIP culture 
was promoted here. “For us, every single 
resident of any district of J&K is a VIP. 
There is no discrimination,” he said.

CS kick-starts 
preparations for the 2nd 

phase of Meri Maati Mera 
Desh

Culture Department to liaise with the J&K 
Resident Commissioner, Delhi for making 
necessary arrangements for youth volun-
teers who would go to Delhi for participat-
ing in the national level celebrations. 

He asked them to also make special 
arrangements for conduct of UT level pro-
gramme at both Srinagar and Jammu. He 
impressed upon the Deputy Commission-
ers to monitor both Panchayat/Municipality 

level programmes so that these are held in 
a festive manner as per their true spirit and 
in a befitting manner.

While giving details the Secretary Tour-
ism and Culture, Syed Abid Rasheed Shah 
informed the meeting that the UT has done 
a remarkable job during the first phase of 
Meri Maati Mera Desh programme. He 
made out that over 20000 events were 
organised in the UT with 100% participa-
tion of Panchayats and ULBs.

He also gave out that more than 8000 
Shilaphalakams were established during 
the first phase besides 6000+ Amrit Vati-
kas and felicitating more than 3000 brave 
hearts across the districts of J&K. He gave 
out that this performance has put J&K as 
the top performer among UTs and placed it 
at 6th place in overall ranking in the coun-
try.

It was further given out that the second 
phase is going to be conducted between 
1st of September till 30th of October this 
year. It was said that the phase is marked 
by collection of soil or rice in Amrit Kalash 
from households in every village which 
would be quite a festive occasion as per 
the local traditions. The taking of Panch 
Pran pledge at time of ‘mitti’ and rice col-
lection is also part of the programme, as 
was added during the meeting.

Elaborating further, it was given out that 
thereafter mixing of soil from Amrit Kalash 
collected from villages in a Amrit Kalash 
placed at Block level shall be undertaken 
in a festive atmosphere befitting the occa-
sion. In addition the felicitation of martyrs 
and organization of cultural programmes at 
block level in honor of  brave hearts with 
active involvement of volunteers of NSS, 
NYKS, NCC,  Hindustan/ Bharat Scouts 
and Guides, Angawandi Workers and other  
youth volunteers with special emphasis on 
women participation is to be contemplated.

Similar events at UT level in the twin capi-
tals of Jammu and Srinagar would follow 
the district level events. On 26th October, 
the Amrit Kalash Yatra shall be flagged-
off by the Lieutenant Governor for their 
participation in the national level celebra-
tions. The youth volunteers shall travel to 
national capital along with their respec-
tive Amrit Kalashs to represent their areas 
in celebrations of ‘Meri Maati Mera Desh’ 
programme.

Congress takes out 
rally to mark the first 

anniversary of “Bharat 
Jodo Yatra” in Srinagar
Last year on this day Congress leader 

Rahul Gandhi started his “Bharat Jodo 
Yatra” from Kanyakumari to Kashmir valley 
that saw an unprecedented public support.

Kara talking to media persons said 
today’s rally in Srinagar was taken out on 
the aim “Judayga Bharat Jeetegi India”.

He said that the rally was taken out to 
counter the atmosphere of hatred that has 
been spread all across the country.

In a question Karra said following the visit 
of Rahul Gandhi during his Bharat Jodo 
Yatra here, the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir today presume him as their “savior” .

 “If anybody could save the people of the 
country especially Jammu and Kashmir 
from the various troubles including eco-
nomic, administrative or legal battles, that 
is Rahul Gandhi”, he added.

In another question, Kara said that people 
of Jammu and Kashmir are hopeful that the 
Supreme Court would deliver the verdict on 
Article 370 in their favour.

“We are very hopeful that the verdict 
would be in favour of us”, he said.

Regarding the “Bharat” and “India” con-
troversy, Kara said “ it is a narrow thinking 
of some people”.

He said if an alliance has been named 
“INDIA” why would they (BJP) remove the 
name of India which has given the recogni-
tion to the country.

“Name India, Bharat and Hindustan are 
established in the constitution and have 
given recognition to the country”, he said 
and added “if common man complains that 
the constitution is being distorted..they are 
correct”.

Jammu Air Show | IAF 
flying machines to hover 

in sky on Sep 21
Kumar Vaishya also recently chaired a 

meeting to discuss the arrangements for 
the event urging the stakeholders to ensure 
that the event is a success and is widely 

publicised to encourage maximum public 
participation.

Udhampur railway 
station named after 

‘Martyr Captain Tushar 
Mahajan’: Dr Jitendra

Captain Tushar Mahajan, a 9 PARA 
(Special Forces of the Indian Army officer) 
attained martyrdom after killing a terrorist 
while protecting the lives of other Army 
personnel in the terror attack on the JKEDI 
Building in Pulwama district in February 
2016.

Kashmiri pandits take 
out shoba yatra in 

Srinagar
peacefully. Security forces were deployed 

at various points in strength as a precau-
tionary measure, an official said.

President of the Hindu Welfare Society 
of Kashmir Chunni Lal on the occasion 
prayed for the peace and prosperity of the 
whole humanity.

He said the traditional brotherhood amity 
among the people of Kashmir valley may 
flourish for centuries peacefully. Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha has extended 
his heartiest greetings on the auspicious 
occasion of Janmashtami.

“Greetings and good wishes to everyone 
on the auspicious occasion of Janmashta-
mi. May the festival inspire us towards the 
goal of Viksit Jammu Kashmir and herald 
peace & prosperity for all”, the Lieutenant 
Governor said in a message on X.

Dry, hot weather 
conditions to continue 

for next 10 days: 
Weatherman

and outdoor activities.
Orchardists in Kashmir say they are 

eagerly awaiting a change in the weath-
er, hoping for at least a shower before 
harvesting, as they beleive rain will help 
enhance the color of the apples.
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JAMMU, Sep 7: Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) 
under its ambitious "Meri 
Maati Mera Desh" pro-
gram visited the families 
of martyr and collected 
soil from their homes fur-

ther dispatch for National 
Capital.

A program under "Meri 
Maati Mera Desh" was 
organized in Ward No. 
13 Reshamghar, under 
Rehari- Bakshi Nagar 
Mandal of BJP under the 
leadership of senior party 

leader and in-charge of 
Jammu district Rajeev 
Charak.

During this event BJP 
leader visited families of 
the army and paramilitary 
forces who were mar-
tyred while serving the 
country.

The party leaders vis-
ited resident Ishar Dass, 
whose two sons Des Raj 
and Tarsem Lal sacri-
ficed lives while serving 
in CRPF, besides Deepak 
Kumar (Army) 1993 and 
Anil Manhas (Army) 1999 
during the Kargil War.

The program was 
organized by Mandal 
President Atul Bakshi, 
Ashok Naidu, Mandal IT 
Incharge Sonu Manhas, 
Dimple Gupta, Vikas 
Bali, Sudarshan Singh 
Wali Subhash Chandra 
Sharma, Vivek Salgotra, 
Raman Kumar, Keshav 
Kumar, Rajeev Kapahi, 
Harsh Dev Manhas, 
Vasudev Manhas.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, BJP leader Rajeev 
Charak said the 'Meri 
Maati Mera Desh' cam-
paign will involve pro-
grams at the village and 
block levels, local urban 
bodies as well as at the 
state and national levels. 
He said that various pro-
grams are being orga-
nized across the country 
by the Ministry of Culture 
to remember the brave-
hearts (heroes) in this 
campaign.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, SEP 7: 
"Golden Epoch: The Era 
Of Knowledge," written 
by Vikramjeet Singh, a 
young police officer, was 
unveiled by the Nami 
Dogri Sanstha (NDS) on 
the auspicious occasion 
of Shree Krishna Jan-
mashtami. This spiritually 
enriched book comprises 
nineteen chapters, each 
exploring various dimen-
sions of spiritualism. It 
serves as a comprehen-
sive guide to understand-
ing and integrating spiri-
tual principles into our 
daily lives.

The book launch event 
was graced by several 
esteemed personali-
ties. Padma Shri Mohan 
Singh, an accomplished 
Dogri writer and recipient 
of the Sahitya Academy 
award, presided over 
the function as the guest 
of honor. Shaliender 
Singh, SSP Crime and 
a renowned writer also 
honored with the Sahitya 
Academy award, was the 
Chief Guest at the event. 
Professor (Dr.) Rakesh 
Kumar Kaul, the Principal 
of Government Degree 
College Marh, was the 
Guest of Honour. Addi-
tionally, Professor Savita 
Jamwal and Raj Rishi 
Sharma, a celebrated 
writer with numerous 
motivational works to 
his name, were special 
guests.

The distinguished 
guests shared the stage 
with Vikramjeet Singh, 
the author of the book, 
Advocate Dogra Harish 
Kaila, President of Nami 
Dogri Sanstha, and Pro-
fessor Anupama Sharma, 
Patron of NDS. Yash Pal 
Yash, General Secre-
tary of NDS, efficiently 
conducted the program. 
To begin the event, the 
guests were presented 
with floral bouquets by 
members of NDS.

The highlight of the 
event was the official 
release of the book, 
which was done by a 
panel of learned individu-
als on the stage. Follow-
ing this, Vikramjeet Singh 
was honored with the 
"Sahitya Shree" award, 
a prestigious accolade 
instituted by NDS.

Capt Lalit Sharma, IFS 
(Retd) and Convener 
of NDS, presented a 
detailed paper in Dogri 
about the content and 
significance of the book. 
His presentation was 
well-received by the audi-
ence, who appreciated 
his insights. 

During his speech, Vik-
ramjeet Singh shared 
his personal journey 
into spiritualism, attribut-
ing it to his family Guru, 
Brahmleen Dr. Kewal 
Krishan ji Maharaj, who 
introduced him to spiritual 
practices at a young age. 

Padma Shri Mohan 
Singh stressed the con-
tinuous nature of spiri-
tual teachings in guid-
ing individuals towards 
righteousness. He also 
expressed the need for 
translating the book into 
the Dogri language, a 
task volunteered for by 
Ashok Gupta, former 
Chief Editor of the Acad-
emy of Art, Culture, and 
Languages, with the 
author's assistance.

Shaliender Singh, in 
his address, provided a 
critical appreciation of 
the book, highlighting 
the importance of spiri-

tualism as a way of life 
to strengthen the social 
fabric. Dr. Rakesh Kumar 
Kaul, recalling his asso-
ciation with the virtuous 
author since his student 
days, emphasized that 
spirituality should be the 
foundation of individual, 
societal, and national 
strength, fostering joy, 
happiness, and social 
enrichment.

Professor Savita 
Jamwal, a close relative 
of the author, empha-
sized the significance 
of instilling spiritualism 
in children within every 
household, citing its role 

in developing endur-
ance, moral courage, and 
proud citizens rooted in 
indigenous values. Rishi 
Raj Sharma highlighted 
that spiritualism leads to 
a happy and fulfilling life, 
as it emphasizes good 
deeds and the cause-
and-effect theory of 
actions.

Shambu Ram Pyasa, 
the Cashier of NDS, 
extended the vote of 
thanks to conclude the 
event, expressing grati-
tude to all attendees and 
participants for making 
the book launch a suc-
cess.

Nami Dogri Sanstha releases Vikramjeet’s Book ‘Golden 
Epoch: The Era of Knowledge’ 

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: The Janmashta-
mi festival, marking the birth of 
Lord Krishna, was celebrated 
in Vaishno Devi Mandir, Puran 
Nagar, Bhagwati Nagar here on 
Thursday. Devotees are visiting 
temples to offer prayers to Lord 
Krishna. Mandir was tastefully 
decorated.

Mahant Lucky Baba, priest of 
Vaishno Devi Mandir, extended 
greetings and best wishes to all 
the devotees on the auspicious 
occasion of Janmashtami.

He said that Bhagwan Krishna’s 

life and teachings included the 
message of well being and virtue.

“Janmashtami is of great spiri-
tual significance for the devout,” 

he said adding that it reaffirms 
our faith in the victory of Dharma 
(righteousness) over Adharma 
(evil).

He expressed hope that this fes-
tival of devotion and gaiety will 
bring happiness, prosperity and 
good fortune in everyone's life.

Earlier devotees in a large 
number visited the Mandir to pay 
obeisance to Bhagwan Krishna. 
They recited  Bhajan and Kirtan 
during the Janmashtami celebra-
tion. Mahant Lucky Baba later 
distributed Parsad among all the 
devotees visited the Mandir.

Rajeev participates in Meri 
Maati Mera Desh campaign

Janmashtami celebrated in Vaishno 
Devi Mandir, Bhagwati Nagar

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Sep 7: 
Chairperson of J&K 
Waqf Board & Minister 
of State Dr Darakhshan 
Andrabi today visited 
the Hazratbal in Kabam-
arg in South Kashmir 
and paid obeisance at 
the historic Dargah.

She laid the founda-
tion stone of the Grand 
Mosque which will 
be constructed in the 
shrine Complex.  

Dr Andrabi took stock 
of the shrine manage-
ment there and issued 
instructions for upgrad-
ing the cleanliness in 
the campus.

"The construction of 

this mosque was in 
the proposals for years 
but today we are fortu-
nate to lay the founda-
tion stone of this grand 
structure. The project 
will be completed within 
the proposed time 
frame with the help of 
the people of the area", 
said Dr Andrabi while 

speaking to media after 
the foundation ceremo-
ny.

She held meetings 
with the local public 
delegations and the 
representatives of the 
administration.

Dr Darakhshan Andra-
bi later visited the Aadar 
Sharief Khiram in Bijbe-

hara and paid obei-
sance at the shrine. It 
is pertinent to remind 
that this historic shrine 
was taken over by Waqf 
Board last year after 
Dr Andrabi intervened 
when the Government 
notification issued years 
ago was implemented.

Public had raised 

issues of grave misap-
propriation of funds of 
the shrine by the earlier 
local management com-
mittee and a high power 
enquiry was immediate-
ly ordered. Now when 
on the findings of the 
Inquiry Committee, an 
FIR has been lodged 
and legal action against  
the accused has start-
ed, this visit of Waqf 
Chairperson acquires 
significance.

Dr Andrabi took stock 
of the facilities and man-
agement and issued 
orders to upgrade facil-
ities for pilgrimage in 
view of upcoming fes-
tival gatherings at the 
shrine.

Dr Darakhshan lays foundation stone of 
Grand Mosque at Hazratbal
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MUMBAI, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Domestic 
equity benchmark indi-
ces fell in initial trade on 
Thursday tracking weak 
global markets and for-
eign fund outflows.

After a weak begin-
ning, the BSE Sensex 
further fell by 187.11 
points to 65,693.41. The 
Nifty declined 55.35 
points to 19,555.70.

From the Sensex pack, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, 
Bajaj Finance, Nestle, 
UltraTech Cement, JSW 
Steel, Hindustan Unile-
ver, Infosys and Power 
Grid were the major lag-
gards.

Maruti, State Bank of 

India, Larsen & Toubro 
and Bharti Airtel were 
among the gainers. 

In Asian markets, 
Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai 
and Hong Kong were 
trading lower.

The US markets ended 
in the negative territory 
on Wednesday.

Global oil benchmark 
Brent crude declined 
0.19 per cent to USD 
90.43 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional 
Investors offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 3,245.86 
crore on Wednesday, 
according to exchange 
data.

Markets fall in early trade on 
weak global trends, foreign 

fund outflows
NEW DELHI, Sep 7 (Agen-

cies): India’s agro-chemical 
industry has the potential to 
grow more than the current nine 
per cent notwithstanding the 
competition from China, gov-
ernment think tank Niti Aayog 
member Ramesh Chand said.

Chand also observed that 
many Western countries are 
shifting from agrochemicals to 
biopesticides and the Indian 
industry needs to pay attention 
to this aspect.

He urged the Agro Chem Fed-
eration of India (ACFI) to come 
out with a document on ease of 
doing business in agrochemi-
cals.

The Niti Aayog member was 
addressing a panel discussion 
on the occasion of the sixth 
annual general meeting of ACFI 
in the national capital.

“The agrochemical industry 
has achieved a miracle growth 
of nine per cent much of this 

growth rate has happened 
during the Covid-19 pandemic 
years when the production activ-
ities were seriously disrupted,” 
he said.

Despite economic and pro-
duction disruptions, the domes-
tic agrochemical industry had 
shown impressive growth 
between 2017-18 and 2022-23, 
he added. That apart, India’s 
exports have crossed USD 
5 billion and even surpassed 
China according to different 
data sources, Chand said.

The Niti Aayog member further 

stated, that if India can achieve 
a nine per cent growth rate in 
the absence of favourable China 
factors, the China competition is 
not as hard as it was in the past.

“We can easily raise this 
growth rate from nine per cent 
to anything in the realm of real-
ity,” he said.

On biopesticides, Chand said 
the industry needs to ponder 
why many Western countries 
are shifting from agrochemicals 
to biopesticides.

“I have seen it in many coun-
tries. The Netherlands hardly 

sells any agro-chemicals. The 
entire West is going in that 
direction. I think in the long run 
this (Indian) industry is required 
to pay attention to this aspect,” 
he said.

To boost exports, Chand 
said Indian companies need to 
conduct business responsibly 
complying with issues related 
to ESG (environment, social, 
and governance) which is much 
talked about now.

The agrochemical industry 
needs to focus on innovation 
to minimize pollution and also 
come out with a document on 
ease of doing business with 
compliances, he said.

PI Industries Managing Direc-
tor Mayank Singhal, FMC India 
President Ravi Annavarapu, 
Bayer CropScience Head of 
Alternate Business Models Ajeet 
Singh, and Syngenta Chief Sus-
tainability Officer K C Ravi were 
present in the panel discussion.

Indian agrochemical industry can grow over 9 per cent 
notwithstanding Chinese competition: Niti Aayog 

After a weak beginning, the BSE Sensex further falls 
by 187.11 points to 65,693.41

The Niti Aayog member was addressing a panel discussion on the occasion of the sixth 
annual general meeting of ACFI in the national capital

NEW DELHI, Sep 7 (Agen-
cies): The government has 
sought public comments on 
draft guidelines for the preven-
tion and regulation of “dark 
patterns” which are nothing but 
tactics used by online players to 
deceive customers or manipu-
late their choices.

The draft guidelines, issued 
by the Consumer Affairs Minis-
try, list various deceptive prac-
tices being adopted by online 
platforms in the nature of dark 
patterns which are against the 
interests of consumers.

The ministry has sought public 
comments/suggestions on the 
draft guidelines within 30 days 
till October 5, an official state-
ment said.

According to the draft guide-
lines, “dark patterns” are defined 
as any practices or deceptive 
design patterns using UI/UX 
(user interface/user experience) 
interactions on any platform; 
designed to mislead or trick 
users into doing something they 
originally did not intend or want 
to do; by subverting or impairing 
the consumer autonomy, deci-
sion making or choice; amount-
ing to misleading advertisement 
or unfair trade practice or viola-
tion of consumer rights.

Under the guidelines, around 
10 dark patterns have been 
specified.

They are: false urgency, basket 

sneaking, confirm shaming, 
forced action, subscription trap, 
interface interference, bait and 
switch, drip pricing, disguised 
advertisement and nagging.

“False Urgency” means falsely 
stating or implying a sense of 
urgency or scarcity so as to 
mislead a user into making an 
immediate purchase or taking 
immediate action, which may 
lead to a purchase.

“Basket sneaking” means the 
inclusion of additional items 
such as products, services, 
payments to charity/donation 
at the time of checkout from a 
platform, without the consent 
of the user, such that the total 
amount payable by the user is 
more than the amount payable 
for the products and/or services 
chosen by the user.

“Confirm shaming” means 
using a phrase, video, audio 
or any other means to create a 
sense of fear or shame ridicule 
or guilt in the mind of the user, 
so as to nudge the user to act 
in a certain way that results in 
the user purchasing a product 
or service from the platform or 
continuing a subscription of a 
service.

“Forced action” means forcing 
a user into taking an action that 
would require the user to buy 
any additional goods or sub-
scribe or sign up for an unre-
lated service, in order to buy or 

subscribe to the product/service 
originally intended by the user.

“Subscription trap” means the 
process of making cancellation 
of a paid subscription impos-
sible or a complex and lengthy 
process including similar other 
practices.

“Interface interference” means 
a design element that manipu-
lates the user interface in ways 
that (a) highlights certain specif-
ic information; and (b) obscures 
other relevant information rela-
tive to the other information; to 
misdirect a user from taking an 
action desired by her.

“Bait and switch” means the 
practice of advertising a particu-
lar outcome based on the user’s 
action but deceptively serving 
an alternate outcome.

“Drip pricing” means a prac-
tice whereby elements of prices 
are not revealed upfront or are 
revealed surreptitiously within 
the user experience; and/or 
other such practices.

“Disguised advertisement” 
means a practice of posing, 
and masking advertisements as 
other types of content such as 
user-generated content or new 
articles or false advertisements.

Whereas “Nagging” means a 
dark pattern due to which users 
face an overload of requests, 
information, options, or interrup-
tions; unrelated to the intended 
purchase of goods or services, 

which disrupts the intended 
transaction.

Under the draft guidelines, cer-
tain specified dark patterns have 
been defined and illustrated with 
examples to bring more clarity.

According to the ministry, the 
guidelines would be made appli-
cable to all persons and online 
platforms including sellers and 
advertisers.

The objective of the guide-
lines is to identify and regulate 
such practices which tend to 
manipulate or alter consumer 
choices, often by using decep-
tive or misleading techniques 
or manipulated user inter-
faces/web designs. “Thus, the 
proposed Guidelines seek to 
oversee such practices which 
are prejudicial to the consumer 
interests,” the statement said.

The draft guidelines have 
been framed after detailed 
deliberations with all stake-
holders, including e-commerce 
platforms, law firms, govern-
ment and voluntary consumer 
organisations.

The ministry said it is commit-
ted to safeguarding consumer 
interests and promoting a fair 
and transparent marketplace, 
especially in the increasingly 
expanding and penetrative digi-
tal space. “The proposed guide-
lines will further strengthen the 
industry and protect consumer 
interests,” it added.

Govt seeks public comments on draft guidelines for 
regulation of dark patterns on online platforms

NEW DELHI, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Google 
Cloud on Thursday 
announced its part-
nership with the gov-
ernment’s computer 
emergency response 
unit CERT-In to train 
1,000 government offi-
cials and provide 1 lakh 
cybersecurity certificate 
scholarships to learn-
ers.

CERT-In is part of the 
Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY), which 
deals with cybersecu-
rity threats, hacking 
and other cyber-related 
issues.

The ‘cyber force’ of 
government officials 

will be trained in cyber 
defence best practic-
es, including the use 
of generative AI, and 
conducting cybersecu-
rity AI hackathons led 
by Google Cloud and 
Mandiant experts, the 
American technology 
giant said in a state-
ment.

CERT-In Director 
General Sanjay Bahl 
said, “Cybersecurity is 
the cornerstone of our 
digital future, and har-
nessing the power of 
generative AI will help to 
stay ahead in this ever-
evolving landscape. 
The collaboration will 
ameliorate and crank 
up the generation of 

skilled manpower in the 
area of cybersecurity 
and generative AI in our 
country.”

Google Cybersecurity 
Certificates are taught 
by experts at Google 
and equip people with 
in-demand skills needed 
for jobs in cybersecurity, 
the statement said.

“We extend our grati-
tude to the ministry for 
their leadership and 
partnership. Together, 
we are facilitating essen-
tial skill development, 
and fostering collabora-
tions to deliver new safe 
and secure services for 
Indians countrywide,” 
said Google Cloud CEO 
Thomas Kurian.

Google Cloud partners with 
CERT-In to train govt officials 
in cybersecurity skills

NEW DELHI, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Research-
ers have found a con-
nection between atten-
tion deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD) and a 
higher risk of depres-
sion, anorexia, post-
traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD), and even 
suicide attempts.

ADHD, a neurode-
velopmental condition 
characterised by hyper-
activity and impulsive 
behaviour, has long 
been known to disrupt 
daily functioning. How-
ever, this new research 
sheds light on the 
impact it can have on 
mental health.

According to the study, 
individuals with ADHD 
are 30 per cent more 
likely to attempt suicide 
and 9 per cent more 
likely to experience 
major depression.

The findings suggest 
that ADHD and major 
depressive disorder 
are risk factors for sui-
cide attempts, possibly 
due to shared genetic 
factors associated with 
impulsivity.

Once depression 
develops in individuals 
with ADHD, the likeli-

hood of them attempt-
ing suicide jumps to a 
staggering 42 per cent.

Furthermore, living 
with ADHD also increas-
es the chance of devel-
oping PTSD after a 
traumatic event by 18 
per cent. This risk rises 
to 67 per cent for those 
with both ADHD and 
depression.

The study also 
revealed a direct link 
between ADHD and 
anorexia nervosa, an 
eating disorder driven by 
a distorted body image 
and an intense fear of 
weight gain.

Individuals with ADHD 

are more prone to 
resorting to extreme 
measures, such as 
vomiting or misusing 
laxatives, to maintain a 
low body weight.

The associat ion 
between ADHD and 
anorexia can be attribut-
ed to shared “neurocog-
nitive deficits” related to 
impulse control.

Impulsivity is a promi-
nent symptom of ADHD 
and is believed to stem 
from abnormalities in 
the brain’s reward and 
impulse inhibition path-
ways. These deficits 
may explain the height-
ened risk of developing 

anorexia in individuals 
with ADHD.

Although these find-
ings were not entirely 
surprising, as ADHD 
often coexists with other 
mental health condi-
tions, they highlight the 
importance of person-
alised treatment and 
early screenings.

It is crucial for clini-
cians to be aware of the 
potential for depression, 
suicidal thoughts, or 
anorexia in individuals 
with ADHD, allowing for 
timely intervention and 
support.

By using a statistical 
method called Men-
delian randomisation, 
which examines how 
genetic variation influ-
ences health outcomes, 
this study provides 
insights into the complex 
relationship between 
ADHD and mental 
health conditions.

While a causal link 
between ADHD and 
major depressive disor-
der, PTSD, and suicide 
attempts was estab-
lished, no such connec-
tion was found for bipo-
lar disorder, anxiety, or 
schizophrenia.

ADHD could increase risk of serious 
mental health issues, finds study

NEW DELHI, Sep 
7 (Agencies): The 
DCGI has cautioned 
against the consump-
tion of Abbott’s antacid 
Digene gel citing safety 
concerns, even as the 
US-based drugmaker 
recalled several batches 
of the medicine manu-
factured at its Goa facil-
ity.

According to a letter 
by the Drugs Control-
ler General of India 
(DCGI), it was report-
ed on August 9 that a 
bottle of Digene Gel 
(mint flavour), batch no 
51030307, used by cus-
tomers was of regular 
taste (sweet) and light 
pink in colour whereas 
another bottle of the 
same batch was of white 
colour with bitter taste 
and pungent odour as 
per a complaint.

“Accordingly, M/s 
Abbott India Limited, 
Verna Industrial Estate, 
Salcette, Goa- vide 
letter dated August 11, 
2023, informed DCGI 
office for voluntary recall 
of impugned product 

Digene Mint flavour 
batch no 51030307 
and Digene Gel orange 
having batch no 
50035107, 50035207, 
50035307, 50035407 
and voluntary stopped 
production of all vari-
ants of Digene Gel 
manufactured at their 
Goa facility,” the DCGI 
letter stated.

Further, Abbott India 
Limited, through a letter 
dated August 18, inti-
mated to DCGI regard-
ing voluntary product 
recall of all batches of 
Digene Gel of all fla-
vours (mint, orange, mix 
fruits flavour) which are 
within the shelf life and 
manufactured at Goa 

facility.
“The impugned prod-

uct may be unsafe 
and its use may result 
in adverse reaction,” 
the DCGI letter dated 
August 31 said.

Meanwhile, the drug 
regulatory body has 
advised doctors and 
healthcare profession-
als to carefully pre-
scribe and educate their 
patients to discontinue 
the medicine’s use and 
for reporting of any 
ADRs (adverse drug 
reactions) arising due to 
consumption of the said 
product.

Healthcare profes-
sionals should promptly 
report any suspicious 

cases of adverse events 
linked to this product, it 
said.

To the consumers and 
patients, the DCGI has 
asked them to discon-
tinue the use of Digene 
Gel which are manufac-
tured at the Goa facility. 
As for wholesalers and 
distributors, the drugs 
body said the impacted 
product with all batch 
numbers manufactured 
at the Goa facility with 
active shelf life to be 
removed from the distri-
bution.

Further the DCGI has 
instructed all regula-
tory authorities (states/
UTs’ drugs controllers, 
zonal and sub-zonal 
offices of CDSCO) to 
keep strict vigil on the 
movement, sale, distri-
bution, and stock of the 
said drug products in the 
market, draw samples 
if the product still lying 
in market and initiate 
necessary action as per 
provisions of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act and 
Rules.

DCGI issues advisory as US-based 
Abbott recalls batches of Digene Gel
Drugs Controller General of India asks consumers and patients to discontinue use 

of Digene Gel which are manufactured at Goa facility
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Mitchell Starc looking forward 
to IPL return after 8 years

SYDNEY, Sep 7 
(Agencies): Australian 
pacer Mitchell Starc is 
likely to feature in the 
IPL for the first time 
since 2015 after decid-
ing to put his name in 
the auction ahead of the 
2024 edition.

The left-arm pacer, 
who has often priori-
tised national duty over 
IPL participation, has 
played two seasons for 
Royal Challengers Ban-
galore with the last one 
being in 2015.

Starc feels an IPL stint 
before the T20 World 
Cup in June next year 
makes a lot of sense.

“Look it’s been eight 
years. I’m definitely 
going back in (next) 
year,” Starc told the 

‘Willow Talk’ cricket 
podcast.

“Amongst other things, 
it’s a great lead-up to the 
T20 World Cup. So a 
good opportunity to see 
if anyone’s interested in 
the IPL, then lead into 
the T20 World Cup. 
And it’s somewhat of a 
quiet winter next year…
in comparison to this 
winter, so I think a per-
fect opportunity to put 
my name in.”

Starc, who has repre-
sented Australia in 82 
Tests, hopes he remains 
good enough to play 100 
games for his country.

“Not just get to 100, I’d 
like to be good enough to 
be picked for 100 Tests. 
And then the big one 
obviously in a couple of 

weeks is the World Cup, 
which in India just goes 
to another level.

“And then you look 
at the one-day format, 
it’s sort of four years in 
between World Cups, so 
where do I see myself 
in that mix? But I’ve got 
to get to the end of this 
World Cup first.”      

Talking about some 
talented youngsters in 
the national team, Starc 
said, “We’ve got some 
superstars coming 
through. You’ve got 
your Jhye Richardsons, 
your Sean Abbotts, your 
Spencer Johnsons.

“You’ve got plenty of 
young guys coming 
through. (Lance) Morris 
is going to be a gun.”

He said he does not 
want to look too far 
ahead with anything 
but hoping to do well in 
the 50-over World Cup 
(October-November) in 
India.

“Then we’ve got five 
Test matches here in 
Australia and then I 
haven’t actually played 
a Test in New Zealand, 
so hopefully I’m on that 
tour and look forward to 
that challenge as well.”

COLOMBO, Sep 7 (Agencies): 
A lot has changed since Hardik 
Pandya made his India debut in 
a T20I against Australia in Jan-
uary 2016. After the successful 
maiden IPL season in 2015, he 
endured modest returns while 
playing his first international 
series in Australia.

The home series against Sri 
Lanka thereafter didn’t go well 
either. Down Under, he didn’t 
get to bat and picked only three 
wickets in as many matches. 
Against Sri Lanka, he batted 
twice scoring 29 but remained 
wicketless in three matches.

It all changed for the better 
when the Baroda all-round-
er made the ball talk on the 
seamer-friendly pitches in 
Bangladesh during the 2016 
Asia Cup, which was played in 
T20I format. The performance 
made him the seam-bowling all-
rounder India were looking for 
and so he was included in the 
T20 World Cup scheduled later 
in the year.

The next few years, howev-
er, were not kind to Hardik as 
a back injury in 2018 limited 
him from bowling while a con-
troversy over a TV show next 
year saw him being pulled up 
by the BCCI. But Hardik man-
aged to arrest the slide the next 
year and slowly graduated into 
a senior player the team was 
expecting him to be.

The year 2022 turned out to 
be the best year for him as he 
not only started his journey 
as Indian captain in the short-

est format but also led Gujarat 
Titans to the IPL title in their 
maiden season.

Since then, Hardik’s stature 
has only grown. All along this 
little more than seven-year jour-
ney, the Asia Cup has served as 
a gateway to a better future for 
Hardik. It happened in 2016 and 
the script looks the same this 
time with only the format being 
the only difference.

Back then, Hardik was starting 
off and riding on his performance 
in the continental event he made 
it to the India squad for the T20 
World Cup. Coming back to the 
present, the tournament, this 
time in ODI format, has been 
presenting him yet another 
opportunity ahead of the qua-
drennial tournament to make 
his presence felt. And making 
the best use of the chances, he 
has already started on a bright 
note by playing a gutsy knock 
against arch-rivals Pakistan 
in India’s Asia Cup opener on 

September 2 at the Pallekele 
International Cricket Stadium. 
Along with wicketkeeper-batter 
Ishan Kishan, he added 138 
runs for the fifth wicket to res-
urrect India’s innings after they 
were reduced to 66/4 by Paki-
stan pacers.

He didn’t get to bat in the next 
match against Nepal but threw 
down eight overs with three 
being maiden. The spell fetched 
him a wicket as well. Given the 
utility player he is, Hardik could 
be a vital cog in India’s plans 
for the home World Cup. With 
him being the pace-bowling all-
rounder, it’s like a cherry on the 
cake for the team.

India skipper Rohit Sharma 
admitted Hardik’s form will 
be crucial for the team while 
announcing the squad of 15 
for the World Cup on Tuesday. 
“You saw the quality in the last 
game against Pakistan. Ishan 
and Hardik put their hands up 
and scored well. Obviously with 

bowling too he’s great. He has 
bowled well in the last year and 
a half for us. His form will be 
crucial to us. He’s a guy who 
does both the things, and that’s 
important,” Rohit said.

The Indian captain was all 
praise for the mature innings 
Hardik played against Pakistan 
where he scored 90-ball 87. 
“The way he batted in the last 
game (vs Pakistan) showed that 
he has a very mature head on 
his shoulders. These are good 
qualities of good batters. In the 
last year or so he has come up 
with the bat and his bowling has 
been good too. That’s important 
for us.”

While Rohit is definitely target-
ing the upcoming 50-over World 
Cup in the country starting Octo-
ber 5, that would not be the only 
goal for Hardik, who has been 
leading the team in the short-
est format for quite some time 
now. The 2024 T20 World Cup 
in West Indies and USA could 
be his target.

Ahead of the Asia Cup, he had 
led India in the five-match T20I 
series against West Indies last 
month. The Men in Blue lost the 
series 2-3 and Hardik took the 
blame for the loss. He would 
desperately want to learn from 
that failure when the Indian team 
returns to the Caribbean next 
year. But before that, Hardik 
would also want to come true to 
his captain’s expectations when 
the showpiece event begins in 
the country next month.

Asia Cup 2023: Hardik holds key for India’s fortunes
After the successful maiden IPL season in 2015, he endured modest returns while playing 

his first international series in Australia. The Australian cricketer has played 2 seasons of the 
league for Royal Challengers Bangalore with the 

last one being in 2015

BENGALURU, Sep 
7 (Agencies): Eleven 
matches played. Seven 
matches were won. 
Four drawn but two of 
those converted to a 
more positive result in 
penalty shootouts. The 
Indian football team’s 
report card for 2023 is 
unusually impressive. 
There isn’t a dash of red 
anywhere to be found, 
quite an achievement 
for a team whose results 
typically show one foot 
forward and then two 
back.

On Thursday though, 
at the 700th Anniver-
sary Stadium in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand, Igor Sti-
mac’s team will face 
their toughest test yet 
of the calendar year. 
Iraq awaits them in 
their inaugural match of 
the 2023 Kings Cup. By 
no yardstick have their 
opponents so far been 
pushovers. But a posi-
tive result against the 
seventh-best team in 
Asia will be the stron-
gest indication yet that 
the recent upturn in 
India’s onfield results is 
no flash in the pan.

It will also mark the 
start of a tough run of 

important games for 
the Blue Tigers. After 
the two games in Thai-
land against Iraq and 
one of Thailand or Leb-
anon, they will travel to 
Malaysia for the Merde-
ka Cup where they will 
face the hosts and one 
of Palestine or Tajiki-
stan. By then, a number 
of players in this squad 
would have played in the 
Asian Games in China 
as well. Then comes 
the all-important 2026 
World Cup Qualifier 
games against Kuwait 
and Qatar in November.

“I hope that we’re 
going to give every-
thing on the pitch to do 
something good against 
a strong side like Iraq, 

who are Arabian Gulf 
Cup champions,” said 
Stimac, whose first 
game as India coach 
came at the King’s Cup 
in 2019. “After beating 
Oman, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia, they are one 
of the clear favourites 
in the upcoming Asian 
Cup. So it’s going to be 
very difficult for us, but I 
hope our boys will enjoy 
the game.”

The run of six games 
in two months will offer 
Stimac a chance to find 
out what his best eleven 
is ahead of the Asian 
Cup in January. Credit 
has to go to the All India 
Football Federation for 
the sheer number of 
matches the Indian team 

is playing. If no more 
friendlies are scheduled 
for the national team in 
2023, the team will end 
up playing seventeen 
games over the calen-
dar year (not counting 
the Asian Games). For 
reference, the England 
football team played the 
same number of games 
in both 2022 and 2023 
combined. Gone are the 
days when India would 
end up playing a couple 
of matches a year at 
best!

But with different times 
come different chal-
lenges. The AIFF now 
have to figure out how 
to do justice to both the 
national team and the 
two leagues in the cal-

endar. Stimac is already 
having to contend with 
opposition from clubs 
when it comes to call-
ing up players. There 
have been reports that 
he will have to select 
only two players from a 
single club for the Asian 
Games, instead of the 
squad he wants.

For the King’s Cup, 
India will be miss-
ing Sunil Chhetri, who 
opted to stay back 
for personal reasons. 
Chhetri ’s absence 
means that it will be up 
to the likes of Lallian-
zuala Chhangte to take 
up a leadership role in 
attack. “The coach has 
created a great environ-
ment inside the team on 
and off the pitch,” said 
Chhangte. “It’s important 
to put what we learn in 
training into the match. 
We are not just here to 
participate but to win. 
We are approaching this 
tournament seriously. 
Our first match against 
Iraq is going to be very 
difficult. I hope we can 
come up with a positive 
result.”

King-size challenge awaits India

COLOMBO, Sep 
7 (Agencies): In the 
midst of the ongoing 
Asia Cup, captain Rohit 
Sharma and chairman 
of selection commit-
tee Ajit Agarkar named 
Team India’s 15-man 
squad for the upcom-
ing ODI World Cup on 
home soil in Kandy. 
Rohit and Agarkar 
highlighted ‘balance 
and depth’ as the crite-
ria behind the selection 
of India’s final 15 for the 
marquee event on home 
soil. Rohit, espeically, 
stressed on the need of 
having a big tail, which 
has been missing from 
the team over the past 
few years.

The selectors have 
picked four all-rounders 
and four pacers in the 
squad, apart from seven 
quality batters.

However, former India 
opener Krishnamach-
ari Srikkanth wasn’t 
happy with the selec-
tion of Shardul Thakur 
in India’s final 15 for the 
World Cup.

Srikkanth suggested 

it is needless to pick a 
player who neither con-
tributes much with the 
bat in white-ball cricket, 
and also doesn’t com-
plete his quota of overs.

“Everyone is saying we 
need a batter at No. 8...
who needs a batter at 
No. 8? Shardul Thakur 
is only scoring 10 there 
and he doesn’t even 
bowl for 10 overs. In the 
match against Nepal, 
how many overs did 
he bowl? 4 only. See, 
don’t see performances 
against sides like West 
Indies or Zimbabwe. Yes 
if he performs well, then 
keep that in the back 

of your mind, but don’t 
give importance to that. 
Instead stress on perfor-
mances against teams 
like Australia or New 
Zealand. 

That is why I say, don’t 
get fooled by overall 
averages, always look 
at individual matches,” 
Srikkanth said during 
a discussion on Star 
Sports.

India qualifier for the 
Super Four stage of the 
Asia Cup after beating 
Nepal in their final group 
match.

They will now take on 
Pakistan on Sunday, 
September 10.

“Don’t Get Fooled By...”: India 
Great Fumes At Shardul 
Thakur’s World Cup Selection

COLOMBO, Sep 7 
(Agencies): The contro-
versy over shifting the 
Super Four stage of the 
2023 Asia Cup out of 
Colombo refuses to die 
down. Now, a letter from 
the Pakistan Cricket 
Board has revealed that 
they have not taken the 
decision to not shift the 
venue lightly. The PCB, 
apparently, has written 
to the Asian Cricket 
Council on Tuesday 
expressing their disap-
pointment.

“I am writing to record 
the PCB’s protest 
regarding the unpro-
fessional mode and 
manner in which deci-
sion-making is taking 
place at the ACC level,” 
read the letter written by 

the PCB.
The letter also claims 

that after a meeting con-
vened on September 
4 following the India-
Nepal match in Kandy, 
a team of PCB officials 
including logistics and 
security representatives 
were asked to proceed 
to Hambantota to con-
duct hotel recce and 
block the rooms.

The letter also revealed 
quite a few other details 
that were listed out in the 
letter. The other action 
points after the meet-
ing included charter 
flights bringing teams 
to Sri Lanka from Paki-
stan directly landing in 
Hambantota and send-
ing Sri Lanka Cricket’s 
head curator to the 

newly chosen venue to 
prepare the match and 
practice wickets.

The letter claims that 
the ACC has even sent 
an email confirming the 
Asia Cup matches to be 
held in Colombo have 
been moved to Hamban-
tota. However, the letter 
claimed that 27 minutes 
later, ACC sent another 
mail that said there were 
no changes in venue 
and the matches will 
be played in Colombo. 
“This came as a sur-
prise and shock to the 
PCB, who had neither 
been consulted nor kept 
in the loop, as the host 
of the Asia Cup 2023, is 
deeply troubled by the 
lack of consultation and 
communication that led 

to these ostensible and 
unilateral decisions,” 
claimed the letter from 
PCB. “It is still not clear 
who has taken this deci-
sion and in this regard, a 
clarification is demand-
ed.”

The PCB also cited an 
email sent by the SLC 
to claim that the weather 

forecast of the Depart-
ment of Meteorology 
clearly says that condi-
tions in Colombo are 
not favourable to host 
matches. “We have 
raised strong objections. 
They said the decision 
to keep the tournament 
in Colombo was taken 
taking into consider-

ation the foreign and 
local spectators who 
have already booked 
hotels and made other 
arrangements to watch 
the match. How can 
weather conditions 
change within a span of 
a few minutes? Anyway, 
it will be the spectators 
who are bound to lose 
if the match is washed 
out due to rains,” a PCB 
source said.

The PCB has demand-
ed the ACC to take 
responsibility if it suf-
fers any financial losses 
including gate receipts 
due to wash-outs and 
reimburse the same. 
“The ACC chief has 
given a verbal assur-
ance that the PCB will be 
compensated if it incurs 

any losses due to rain. 
Three teams — Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka — will reach 
Colombo on Thursday. 
The preparations are on 
in Colombo. The cam-
paign to promote the 
Super Four stage which 
was stalled briefly has 
recommenced. We can 
only hope it doesn’t rain 
on match days,” added 
the PCB source.

The SLC and ACC 
did not respond to 
queries. However, on 
Tuesday, Jay Shah, the 
ACC chief said, “All the 
full members, media 
rights holders, and in-
stadia rights holders 
were initially hesitant 
to commit to hosting 
the entire tournament 

in Pakistan. This reluc-
tance stemmed from 
concerns related to the 
security and economic 
situation prevailing in the 
country.” He also said, 
“The decision-making 
process regarding the 
Asia Cup 2023 format 
and venue was guided 
by a sincere desire to 
prioritize the well-being 
of the players, as well as 
the overarching interests 
of the sport. Ultimately, 
the goal was to strike 
a balance that would 
allow for a competitive 
and successful tourna-
ment while ensuring the 
health and readiness of 
the participating teams 
for ICC Cricket World 
Cup 2023.”

PCB not happy with ACC’s ‘hasty’ decision on venues
The letter claims that the ACC has even sent an email confirming the Asia Cup matches to be held in Colombo have been moved to Hambantota.
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: Giving golden 
opportunity to the students of 
North India, Aryans Group of Col-
leges, Rajpura, Near Chandigarh 
& Maharaja Ranjit Singh Punjab 
Job Fest on 23rd September at 
Aryans Campus.

The aspiring freshers/ experi-
enced can visit Aryans Website 
i.e. www.aryans.edu.in for free 
online Registration. Around 20 
renowned companies will recruit 
the candidates for around 300 
vacancies.

Dr. Buta Singh Sidhu, Vice, 
Chancellor, MRSPTU said that 
MRSPTU is always committed to 
provide better placements to its 
students.  

This job fest will provide oppor-
tunity to the prospective employ-
ers as well as students passed 

out from the university to have an 
open interaction to discuss the 
employability potentials and suit-
abilities required to meet the job 
requirements.

Harjot Singh Sidhu, Director-
Training & Placement Officer said, 
it is expected that this job fest will 
elicit a good response and large 
number of youth will flock for the 
interviews with all pharma com-
panies.

Job openings are available in dif-
ferent fields like Pharmacist, Nurs-
ing Care, Marketing, Manufactur-
ing, Drug Safety, Quality Assur-
ance, Quality Control, Health 
Worker, Paramedical Staff, Legal 
Manager etc.

Dr. Anshu Kataria, Chairman, 
Aryans Group said that thou-
sands of fresher candidates from 
the tricity & other peripheral areas 

have already stepped into the Job 
Market this Year after their gradu-
ation & post-graduation. The fest 
is not only for Aryans Students but 
the students from other colleges 
can also apply. The employers 
would  pick up students suitable 
for jobs right on the spot, said 
Kataria.

The companies like Fortis, Alem-
bic, Macleods, Cadila, Alkem, 
Meyer, Mankind, Himalaya, Plan-
etAyurveda, YuktiHerbs, Dabur, 
Ments, Kepler, Varsoy HealthCare, 
Azencia etc.  would be visiting in 
the job fest. It is to be mentioned 
that Aryans has achieved several 
milestones in the field of place-
ments. Till now Aryans has suc-
cessfully conducted 54 Job Fests 
at its campus in which over 1000 
companies and over 25,000 can-
didates have participated.

TOP NEWS REPORT

KATHUA, Sep 7: A 
series of activities spon-
sored by  J&K Science, 
Technology and Innova-
tion Council  were held 
in GDC, Kathua to cele-
brate the National Nutri-
tion Week which is an  
annual nutrition event 
initiated by Food and 
Nutrition Board, Minis-
try of Women and Child 
Development, Govern-
ment of India.

The whole series of 
activities organized 
by Science Club of 
the College included 
Guest Lecture by Dr. 
Deepshikha Dietician 
Govt. Medical College, 
Kathua, Inter colle-
giate Symposium and 
Intercollegiate Poster 
Making Competition. 
The event was orga-
nized under mentor-
ship of Principal, GDC, 
Kathua  Prof. Seema 
Mir and with coordi-
nated efforts of Sunita 
Razdan, Joint Director 
J&K Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation 
Council, Prof. Rakesh 
Singh, Convener, Sci-
ence Club  and Dr. 
Pankaj Gupta Organiz-

ing Secretary and Nodal 
Officer.

The organizing com-
mittee members Dr. 
Surya Partap Singh, 
Dr. Suresh Sharma  Dr. 
Roshan Lal,  Prof. Neha 
Mahajan, Dr. Verinder 
Singh, Prof. Ram Kris-
han, Dr. Archna Bhat  
also played a crucial 
role in successful orga-
nization of the different 
activities.

A total of seven colleg-
es and more than 100 
students participated 
in the Guest Lecture 
/ Symposium and the 
poster making compe-
tition.  The event  was 
started with the kindling 
of lights by Chief Guest, 
Prof. Seema Mir in pres-
ence of Prof. Rakesh 

Singh, Deepshikha, 
resource person, Prof. 
Jaswinder Singh, IQAC 
Co-ordinator, Prof. 
Raj Kiran, Dr. Pankaj 
Gupta, Dr. Deepshikha, 
Prof. Shivani Kotwal, 
Dr. Anupama Arora, Dr. 
Amita Dua  and Dr. Ram 
Krishan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Seema Mir, 
Principal GDC, Kathua 
stressed upon the need 
for adopting good eating 
habits. She further 
appreciated the efforts 
put by Science Club and 
the organizing team in 
organizing these activi-
ties and also thanked 
J&K Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation 
Council  for sponsoring 
the event.

Prof. Rakesh Singh, 
Convener of whole 
event extended warm 
welcome to the Chief 
Guest, Resource person 
and all the participants. 
He said that such types 
of awareness pro-
grammes/activities are 
very important at this 
time when the people 
are more interested 
in consuming packed 
food rather than home-
made food. He further 
stressed that it is need 
of hour to change our 
lifestyle and improve 
our eating habits for 
better health and said 
that awareness on the 
importance of nutrition 
for health has an impact 
on development, pro-
ductivity, economic 

growth and ultimately 
National Development.

Resource person 
Deepshikha, Dietician, 
Govt Medical College 
Kathua delivered a very 
informative talk on Cur-
rent Trends in Health 
and Lifestyle. 

In her deliberations 
she highlighted vari-
ous trends which effect 
physical health. She 
elaborated in detail 
various pros and cons 
of internet.  

All the participants 
were very enthusiastic 
during the whole event 
and the queries raised 
by the participants were 
nicely responded by the 
speaker.

In the symposium, 
twenty students from 

various degree colleges 
participated and the Ist 
position was secured 
by Tania Sharma (GDC 
Kathua)  whereas 
Manvi(GDC Kathua) 
and Prakriti (GCW 
Kathua), got 2nd and 
3rd prizes   respectively. 
However, Sukriti (GDC 
Kathua), Vishal (GDC 
Kathua) and Sakshi 
(GDC Kathua) received 
Consolation prizes. The 
Jury members for Sym-
posium were Prof. Jas-
vinder Singh, Dr. Pankaj 
Gupta and Dr. Ambica.

In the poster making 
competition nineteen 
students from various 
degree colleges par-
ticipated and the first 
position was secured 
by Khem Raj, GDC 
Kathua, 2nd position 
by Bhoomi from GDC 
Kathua, and 3rd position 
by Shivangi from GCW 
Kathua, Deepti (GCW 
Kathua), Poonam, (GDC 
Hiranagar), Kajal, (GDC 
Kathua) got consolation 
prizes in the event. The 
posters were adjudged 
by Dr. Anupma Arora, 
Dr. Surya Partap Singh 
and Prof. Neha Maha-
jan.

National Nutrition Week celebrated in GDC Kathua

Aryans, MRSPTU to organize Healthcare Job Fest on Sep 23

Glimpses of Shri Krishna Janmashtami celebrations in Jammu. Pics by Aman Sharma

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Sep 7: One97 Communications Limited 
that owns the brand Paytm, India’s leading payments 
and financial services company and the pioneer of QR 
and mobile payments, along with Paytm Foundation 
has distributed 30 desktop computers to the district 
administration in Kulgam.

These computers will help NEET and IAS aspirants 
to prepare for the competitive exams and will be used 
to establish 3 e-libraries in the Jammu and Kashmir’s 
district.

Paytm Foundation has been supporting education 
and bridging the digital gap in the country, as well 
as ensuring empowerment of NEET and IAS aspi-
rants. This event was held in collaboration with the 
district administration of Kulgam, and was graced 
by Additional District Development Commissioner, 
Kulgam Showkat Ahmad and representative of Paytm 
Foundation.

Paytm Foundation Spokesperson said, "The distribu-
tion of computers in Kulgam is a step towards fostering 
the education and empowerment of the NEET and IAS 
aspirants. We aim to create a conducive environment 
for learning and growth, facilitating knowledge sharing 
among aspirants and enhancing their overall academic 
performance."

Paytm Foundation presents 30 
computers to District Admin


