
Top News of J&K
JAMMU, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2023

RNI No. JKENG/ 2010/39369	     Regd. No. JK- 435e-paper: www.topnewsjk.in

ENTERTAINMENT | 6 | 7 | 8NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL

Vol.-14    Issue-230    Pages-12    Rs.-2/-

Daily Evening Newspaper

BRIEFLY

Simran’s single Aa Gya 
Ni is rooted in Punjabi 

tradition

“All Of Us Waiting”: 
Anurag Thakur Ahead Of 

Chandrayaan-3’s Lunar Landing

Canadian finance 
minister, who does not own a car, 

fined for speeding

Body of 
25-year-old 
Youth Found 
in Kotranka 
Rajouri

SRINAGAR, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Body of a 
25-year-old youth was 
found in Kotranka area 
in Rajouri district, offi-
cials said.

They said that body 
of one Shabir Ahmad, 
son of Shakeel Ahmad, 
a resident of Samote 
Budhal was found 
lying opposite to Jamia 
Masjid Kotranka.

 “A police team 
reached the site soon 
after and took the body 
into its possession”, 
they said.

Confirming it, SHO 
Kotranka Shakil 
Manhas said that they 
have registered a case 
under section 174 
CRPC to ascertain the 
cause of death of the 
youth.

In a first, 
Police 
attaches 
property of 
drug peddler 
in Sopore 
town

SRINAGAR, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Sopore: 
In a first of it’s kind, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Police attached the 
property of a drug ped-
dler in Sopore town of 
north Kashmir.

A senior police official 
said that a property 
belonging to Muzaffer 
Ahmad Bhat @Tanga, 
son of Noor Moham-
mad Bhat of Bat-
pora Sopore has been 
attached. The seized 
property include house 
on six marla land.

Muzzafar is involved 
in number of NDPS 
cases at Police Sta-
tion Sopore and NCB 
Jammu, a top police 
officer said, adding that 
he is currently lodged 
at Kot Balwal jail in 
Jammu.

Reliable sources said 
that the whole family of 
Bhat is involved in drug 
abuse trade and have 
multiple FIRs regis-
tered against them.

The attachment of 
movable and immov-
able properties, utilised 
for illicit drug trafficking, 
is seen as a crucial 
step towards eradi-
cating the menace of 
drugs from the district, 
believe Jammu and 
Kashmir.

 “Sopore Police is 
committed to the mis-
sion of curbing drug-
related crimes and 
ensuring the safety and 
well-being of the com-
munity,” said a senior 
cop.

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 
(Agencies): During the 
hearing on pleas per-
taining to Article 370, 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta on Wednesday 
submitted before the 
Constitution Bench that 
the Union government 
has absolutely no inten-
tion to interfere with the 
special provisions of the 
Constitution applicable 
to north-east states or 
any other part of the 
country.

“We must understand 
the difference between 
temporary provision, 
which is Article 370, and 
special provisions with 
regards to other states, 
including the north-east. 

The Central government 
has no intention to touch 
any part (of the Constitu-
tion) which gives special 
provisions to the North 
East and other regions,” 
he said, in response to 
an intervention applica-
tion filed in pleas chal-
lenging the stripping 

down of the special 
status granted to Jammu 
& Kashmir.

Advocate Manish 
Tewari, appearing for 
an intervenor- a former 
minister from Arunachal 
Pradesh, argued that 
interpretation which will 
be given by the Constitu-

tion Bench on Article 370 
would have impact on 
other special provisions 
like Article 371, the six 
sub-parts which apply 
to North East under 
Part XXI of the Constitu-
tion and the VI schedule 
which applies to Assam, 
Tripura, Meghalaya and 
Mizoram.

“The underlying prin-
ciple of autonomy under 
Article 370 and Article 
371 is more or less the 
same. So therefore, 
what your lordships will 
hold in this matter, either 
way, will have implica-
tions on Article 371,” he 
contended.

He added: “Even a

AIZAWL, Aug 23 
(Agencies): At least 
17 workers were killed 
and several others are 
feared trapped after an 
under-construction rail-
way bridge collapsed 
near Sairang area of 

Mizoram on Wednesday, 
police said.

Nearly 35-40 work-
ers were present at the 
site, about 21 km from 
Aizawl, when the inci-
dent occurred around 
10 am, they said.

 “Seventeen bodies 
have been recovered 
from the debris so far… 
many others are still 
missing,” a police offi-
cer said.

Rescue and relief 
efforts are underway, he 
said.

In a post on X (formerly 
Twitter), Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi condoled 
the family members of 
the deceased, and 
announced an ex gratia 
of Rs 2 lakh each for the 
next of kin of the victims.

“Pained by the bridge 
mishap in Mizoram. 
Condolences to those 
who have lost their 

JAMMU, Aug 23 
(Agencies): A resident 
of the Chatha area in 
Jammu District sus-
tained injuries due to 
a low-intensity explo-

sion that occurred at his 
brother’s residence.

Quoting preliminary 
investigations, SSP 
Jammu Chandan Kohli 
said that the explosion 
was triggered by the 
presence of low-intensi-
ty explosive material in 
the house, suspected to 
have been intended for 
illegal animal hunting or 
trapping activities.

The injured individual 
is currently receiving 
medical treatment, while

Top News Report
JAMMU, Aug 23: 

Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta on 
Wednesday announced 
the on boarding of 
913 citizen centric 
online services on the 
e-UNNAT portal.  With 
this, Jammu and Kash-
mir has attained second 
position in the country 
amongst States/UTs in 
the number of online 
services provided to the 
citizens.

The Chief Secre-
tary stated that it is an 
important milestone in 

tune with the resolve of 
the J&K administration 
to provide ease, con-

venience and accessi-
bility of services to the 
common man. With 913 

online services, J&K has 
overtaken Kerala which 
provides 911 services 
online and is placed at 
second position in the 
country after Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Under the ‘Digital 
J&K Programme’ that 
was launched in mis-
sion mode last year, 
the number of online 
services has increased 
exponentially from 35 
services in 2021 to 913 
services as on date.

SRINAGAR, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Dengue 
cases are on the rise 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
with health officials stat-
ing that around 144 such 
cases have been report-
ed in the Union Territory.

The State Surveil-
lance Officer, Dr Har-
jeet Rai said that 144 
cases of dengue have 
been reported in J&K. 
“Dengue cases are 
projected to surge post-
monsoon and people 
are advised to take 
“preemptive” measures 
to combat the painful 
mosquito-borne disease 
in the absence of any 
vaccine.”

Dengue caused by 
viruses carried by 
infected mosquitoes has 
always been a health 
concern and people 
need to take precautions 
to protect themselves 
from falling prey to the 
virus, he said.

Meanwhile, the doc-
tors have advised the 
people to use mosquito 
repellents and wear full 
sleeves shirts so as to 
save themselves from 
mosquito bites, which 
they said choose to 
breed in stagnant water 
accumulated by water 
logging mainly during 
monsoon.

They said the mosqui-

toes that spread dengue 
are active during the 
day. “Cover as much of 
your body as possible 
and use mosquito nets 
if sleeping during the 
day and spray the nets 
with insect repellents,” 
they said.

The most common 
symptoms, as per doc-
tors, are fever and head-
ache, eye pain (typi-
cally behind the eyes), 
muscle, joint or bone 
pain, rash, nausea, and 
vomiting.

 “If anyone has stom-
ach or belly pain, tender-
ness, vomiting (at least 3 
times in 24 hours), 

SRINAGAR, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Govern-
ment of Jammu and 
Kashmir has ordered 
a time-bound enquiry 
to look into allegations 
levelled against a former 
professional of district 
employment and coun-
selling centre (DE&CC/
MC), Kulgam.

The inquiry officer 
Mahesh Kumar Manhas 
has been given ten day 
time period to submit a 

factual report along with 
recommendations to the 
Directorate of Employ-
ment.

 “Sanction is hereby 
accorded to the appoint-
ment of Mr. Manesh Kr. 
Manhas, Deputy Direc-
tor (P&S) in the Direc-
torate of Employment, 
J&K as Inquiry Officer 
to conduct an enquiry 
into the charges/ alle-
gations levelled by 
Sh.Nilesh Verma against 

Sh. Shahid Hussain, 
the then young Profes-
sional of DE&CC/MCC, 
Kulgam”, read an order.

“The Inquiry Offi-
cer shall complete the 
enquiry and submit his 
factual report along with 
recommendations to 
the Directorate within a 
period of 10 days from 
the date of issuance 
of this order”, read the 
order further.

Article 370 | No intention to interfere with other 
special provisions, centre tells SC

17 killed after under-construction 
railway bridge collapses in Mizoram; 
PM announces Ex Gratia

J&K clinches 2nd spot in the country by taking 
its count of online services to 913

Low-Intensity explosion 
injures man in Chatha: 
SSP Jammu

144 dengue cases reported in JK

Enquiry into allegations against former 
professional of Kulgam employment 
and counselling centre

SRINAGAR, Aug 23 
(Agencies): National 
Conference leaders 
Farooq Abdullah and 
Omar Abdullah on 
Wednesday expressed 
hope that Chandray-
aan-3 will successfully 
complete its journey to 
the moon later in the 
day.

The Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO) on Wednesday 
said it is all set to initi-
ate the Automatic Land-
ing Sequence (ALS) for 
its ambitious third Moon 
mission Chandray-

aan-3’s Lander Module 
(LM) to touch down on 
the lunar surface this 
evening.

The LM comprising 
the lander (Vikram) and 
the rover (Pragyan) is 

scheduled to make a 
touch down near the 
south polar region of 
the Moon at 6.04 pm, a 
feat not achieved by any 
country so far.

”We are very hope-

ful that the journey of 
Chandrayaan-3 will be 
completely successful 
today. We are eagerly 
waiting for the pictures 
and videos from the part 
of the moon where no 
country has so far man-
aged a softlanding.

”If the Chandrayaan 
landing is success-
ful, which we are very 
hopeful of, we will join 
the elite league of coun-
tries that have managed 
this feat,” Omar Abdul-
lah told reporters at the 
party office here.

Farooq, Omar hopeful of successful 
moon landing of Chandrayaan-3

Top News Report
JAMMU, Aug 23: 

Jammu Province Peo-

ples Forum (JPPF), 
an amalgam of social, 
commercial, and other 
organizations, a strong 

voice of Dogras and a 
common platform of all 
civil society members to 
raise a united voice for 

the welfare of the people 
of Jammu province, 
in a press conference 
highlighted the issue of 
grave concern regard-
ing the presence of an 
unauthorized and illegal 
toll plaza operating at 
Sarore which is creat-
ing a sense of unrest 
among the masses and 
this activity is causing 
significant distress and 
inconvenience to the 
community.

JPPF demands quashing of FIR 
against youths of Jammu
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference has 
vehemently condemned 
the use of lathi charge 
on people who were 
peacefully protesting 
to demand the remov-
able of the Toll Plaza at 
Sarora. 

In a statement issued 
here today, Rattan Lal 
Gupta, Provincial Presi-
dent of J&K National 
Conference, asserted 
that the demand for 

the removable of the 
Toll Plaza from Sarore 
is well-founded and 
reflects the concerns of 
the people. He empha-
sized that the citizens' 
peaceful demonstra-
tion for getting justice 
is a democratic right 
and should be met with 
understanding and coop-
eration.

Gupta pointed out the 
paradox between the 
statements of Union Min-
ister for Highways Nitin 
Jairam Gadkari and the 
actions of the Regional 

Officer of NHAI P Shiva 
Shankar, who falls under 
Gadkari’s jurisdiction. 
While Minister Gadkari 
clearly stated in Parlia-
ment that the distance 
between two toll plazas 
should not be less than 
60 kilometers. However, 
the NHAI Regional Offi-
cer cited different provi-
sions to justify the estab-
lishment of two tolls at 
Sarore and Ban.

"It is crucial that the 
Union Minister clarifies 
this ambiguity," Gupta 
urged. He stressed 

that this confusion has 
resulted in an unjust 
imposition of tolls and 
has raised concerns 
among the public. The 
people of Jammu have 
been left grappling with 
the repercussions of the 
BJP government's mis-
governance, causing 
widespread unrest in the 
region.

Gupta criticized the 
silence of the J&K BJP 
leadership in the face 
of this serious issue, 
noting that the lack of 
acknowledgment or 

action from the ruling 
party's representatives 
is contributing to the tur-
moil. He expressed his 
concern over the boiling 
sentiment in the entire 
Jammu region due to 
what he termed the BJP 
government's indiffer-
ence to the concerns of 
the citizens.

Gupta demanded that 
the toll plaza at Sarore 
should be abolished 
with immediate effect in 
view of just and genuine 
demand of people of 
Jammu region.

NC strongly condemns Lathi Charge on peaceful 
protesters seeking removal of Toll Plaza at Sarore

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: The 
State Taxes Department 
Jammu today celebrat-
ed the culmination of the 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav under the inspiring 
theme "Meri Maati Mera 
Desh" with a ceremony 
held at Excise and Tax-
ation Complex, Jammu.

The event was 
focused on showcas-
ing the department's 
commitment to honor-
ing the spirit of freedom 
and the dedication of its 
employee.

The highlight of the 
ceremony was the dis-
tribution of apprecia-
tion certificates to the 
deserving employees 
who have displayed 
exceptional dedication 
and exemplary service 
in their roles.

The cer t i f ica tes 

were awarded by the 
esteemed Commis-
sioner of State Taxes 
Dr. Rashmi Singh. IAS 
along with the Addi-
tional Commissioner 
State Taxes Jammu 
(Adm. and Enforce-
ment) Namrita Dogra 
in recognition of their 
outstanding contribu-

tions to department's 
goals. On The Occa-
sion a launch of photo 
booklet of the fortnight 
celebrations was done 
by Commissioner State 
Taxes Dept."

The Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav is a nation-
wide celebration com-
memorating 75 years of 

India's Independence. 
The fortnight celebra-
tions at State Tax 
Department Jammu wit-
nessed various events 
including plantation 
drives, GST awareness 
drives through various 
means, kite flying ran-
goli and poetry competi-
tion, exhibition etc.

The Department's par-
ticipation in this celebra-
tion highlights its com-
mitments to upholding 
the values that India's 
struggle for indepen-
dence has taught. The 
dedication and hard 
work of its employees 
have been pivotal in 
ensuring effective tax 
administration and fos-
tering economic growth.

The ceremony was 
attended by Deputy 
Commissioners, Assis-
tant Commissioners, 
State Tax Officers and 
all the employees of 
the State Taxes Depart-
ment As the department 
looks ahead to its future 
endeavors, this event 
serves as a reminder of 
the significance of col-
lective efforts in shaping 
a prosperous and inclu-
sive society.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: J&K 
National Panthers Party 
(JKNPP) activists led by 
Harsh Dev Singh, State 
President and Former 
Minister held a vocifer-
ous protest outside BJP 
Headquarters seeking 
dismissal of its govt in 
view of loss of peoples’ 
confidence in its rule.

They were addressed 
by several senior lead-
ers of the Party who 
described the present 
BJP regime as the worst 
ever in the history of the 
country.

Maintaining that BJP 
had lost the confidence 
of the people in view 
of its multiple betray-
als, Singh said that it 
had no right to continue 
in office. He said that 
having dismantled the 
oldest historical Dogra 
state of J&K and down-
graded it to UT level, the 
BJP govt had extended 
several draconian laws 

to it without the nod of 
legislature. Opening of 
multiple Toll Plazas and 
limitless Liquor shops 
and Bars, introduction of 
Smart meters and Prop-
erty tax, sky-rocketing 
prices of essentials, bur-
geoning employment, 
patronized all pervasive 
corruption, settlement of 
Beharis and UP people 
in UT and politics of hate 
seemed to be the only 

notable achievements 
of BJP rule, said Singh.

While rising prices 
had made the lives of 
people miserable, the 
BJP govt was resorting 
to extortion in the form 
of increased cesses, 
duties, tolls and taxes. 
Several Toll Plazas had 
been installed in the 
Jammu region to loot the 
people of their marginal 
incomes despite the 

condition of roads being 
highly pathetic.

He said that Sarore 
Toll Plaza and Ban 
Toll Plazas had been 
assured to be removed 
by BJP including its cen-
tral leaders which how-
ever turned out to be 
mere hyperboles. And 
contrarily the Toll was 
enhanced at both the 
plazas thereby causing 
massive resentment 

amongst the general 
masses.

Likewise, the opening 
of several liquor shops 
despite people’s oppo-
sition in the city of tem-
ples had further created 
massive resentment 
amongst the locals par-
ticularly the womenfolk. 
And while the region 
faced chronic crisis in 
power and water sec-
tors, the govt came up 
with the proposal of 
installation of Smart 
meters as if to rub 
salt on the wounds of 
people, said Mr. Singh.

Harsh Dev said that 
having failed to redeem 
its promises, the BJP 
was now indulging in 
divisive politics and cre-
ating hatred by invoking 
caste, colour, creed and 
religion in the affairs of 
govt thereby denting its 
own reputation beyond 
redemption. It needed to 
be dismissed lock, stock 
& barrel, said Singh.

Saffron regime has lost confidence of masses: Harsh Dev

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: 
Gaurav Chopra, Dis-
trict President DPAP 
and JMC Councillor 
Ward-28 held a strong 
protest at Bakshi Nagar, 
Jammu against the ille-
gal Sarore Toll Plaza 
and detention of Yuva 
Rajput Sabha mem-
bers.

Hundreds of people 
including Residents 
and Shopkeepers of 
the area take part in the 
protest.

Protesters also block 
the busy Bakshi Nagar 
road for hours by burn-
ing of tyres.

Gourav Chopra lam-
basted on LG Govern-
ment for anti Jammu 
policies. He said that 
Sarore toll plaza is 
illegal as same i is 
announced by Home 
minister in parliament 

and Jammu Pathankot 
road is also in very bad 
condition. 

He also demand that 
LG Government should 
immediately release all 
the members of Yuva 
Rajput Sabha.

The others who 
were present Ashwani 
handa  , Rinku jammu 
president Rajput Shaba 
Bakshi Nagar, Adv 
Akhil Tandon, Manik 
Uppal, Jatinder Singh, 
Raman Verma, Gurdev 

Singh, Jaideep Singh, 
Happy Khajuria, Munish 
Verma, Ashwani Gupta, 
Bhanu Jamwal, Rimpu 
Singh, Ajay Chopra,  
Shammi Singh, Nakhil 
Choudary, Satya Devi, 
Sunny Verma, Anmol 
Kholi, Sonu, Yuvraj 
Singh, Michael Singh, 
Bhagwan S ingh , 
Kaushik Gupta, Sharu, 
Raju Gupta, Vijay 
Chopra,  Sunny Gupta, 
Ravi, Bittu Gupta, Lakha 
and Pammy.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: Lieu-
tenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha today laid 
the foundation stone of 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
Headquarters at Sidhra, 

Jammu.
The Lt Governor con-

gratulated the officials 
of the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau on the occasion.

“With this new begin-
ning, the government 

reaffirms its commitment 
to effectively combat 
corruption to fulfill the 
resolve of corruption-
free J&K,” the Lt Gover-
nor said.

The Lt Governor called 

upon the officials to work 
with determination and 
commitment to zero tol-
erance against corrup-
tion.

The infrastructure com-
prises of B+6 storeys 

including parking area, 
police station central, 
prosecution staff and 
other allied offices will 
provide suitable space 
for smooth functioning of 
Bureau.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary; Sh 
Shaleen Kabra, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary; 
Sh Dilbag Singh, DGP; 
Sh RR Swain, Special 
DG CID; Sh Anand Jain, 
Director Anti Corruption 
Bureau J&K; Sh Mukesh 
Singh, ADGP Jammu; 
Sh Sanjeev Verma, 
Commissioner Secre-
tary, GAD; Sh Ramesh 
Kumar, Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu; and 
senior officers were 
present.

LG Sinha lays foundation stone of Anti-Corruption 
Bureau Headquarters at Sidhra

DPAP protest against illegal 
Sarore Toll Plaza

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav concludes in State Taxes Department
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By: Mohan Guruswamy

Tribal people, who 
account for 8.6 per cent 
of India’s population, 

about 110 million people, 
can be broadly classified into 
three groupings. The first 
grouping consists of popula-
tions who predate the Indo-
Aryan migrations. These are 
termed by many anthropolo-
gists as the Austro-Asiatic-
speaking Australoid people. 
The Central Indian Adivasis 
belong to this grouping.
Late Prof. Nihar Ranjan 

Ray, one of our most distin-
guished historians, described 
the Central Indian Adivasis as 
“the original autochthonous 
people of India”, meaning that 
their presence in India pre-
dated by far the Dravidians, 
the Aryans and whoever else 
settled in this country. The 
anthropologist Verrier Elwin 
states this more emphatically 
when he wrote: “These are 
the real swadeshi products 
of India, in whose presence 
all others are foreign. These 
are ancient people with moral 
rights and claims thousands 
of years old. They were here 
first and should come first in 
our regard.”
The other two much more 

recent groupings are the Cau-
casoid, such as the Banjaras, 
Gujjars, Meenas and other 
North Indian tribes; and the 
Sino-Tibetan or Mongoloid 
tribal people, mostly of the 
northeastern regions who 
migrated relatively recently. 
These two broad tribal group-
ings have fared much better 
in the post-Independence 
period. Clearly, all Sched-
uled Tribes are not Adivasis. 
There are some 573 communi-
ties recognised by the govern-
ment as Scheduled Tribes and 
therefore eligible to receive 
special benefits and to com-
pete for reserved seats in leg-
islatures, government jobs, 
universities and schools. Most 
of these benefits have gone to 
the non-Adivasi tribals.

Unfortunately, like indig-
enous people all over the 
world, India’s Adivasis too 
have been savaged and rav-
aged by later people claim-
ing to be more “civilised”. 
They are now easily its most 
deprived and oppressed sec-
tion. The biggest tribal group, 
the Gonds, number about 13 
million; followed by the San-
thals, with about seven mil-
lion. Central India is home to 
the country’s largest tribes, 
and, taken as a whole, rough-
ly 75 per cent of the total tribal 
population live there. These 
are the now troubled Adivasi 
homelands.
On December 16, 1946, wel-

coming the Objectives Reso-
lution in the Constituent 
Assembly, the legendary Adi-
vasi leader Jaipal Singh stated 
the tribal case and apprehen-
sions explicitly. He said: “The 
whole history of my people 
is one of continuous exploi-
tation and dispossession by 
the non-aboriginals of India, 
punctuated by rebellions 
and disorder, and yet I take 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at 
his word. I take you all at 
your word that now we are 
going to start a new chapter, 
a new chapter of independent 
India where there is equality 
of opportunity, where no one 
will be neglected.” The Adi-
vasis paid dearly for taking 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at 
his word. Even if the provi-
sions of the Constitution were 
implemented in some mea-
sure, if not all of its spirit and 
word, the present situation 
would not have come to be.
In the early days of our 

Republic, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
on the advice of people like 
Verrier Elwin, sought to insu-
late the tribal areas from the 
predations of the new order 
that was emerging in India. 
The migration of outsiders 
into the traditional Adivasi 
homelands continues unabat-
ed. Despite this, there are still 
332 tribal majority tehsils in 
India, of which 110 are in the 

Northeast. Thus, there are 222 
Adivasi majority tehsils with 
a population of over 20 mil-
lion, or about one-third of the 
Central Indian Adivasi popu-
lation.
The Fifth and Sixth Sched-

ules under Article 244 of the 
Indian Constitution in 1950 
provided for self-governance 
in specified tribal major-
ity areas. The Fifth Schedule 
covers tribal areas in nine 
states of India -- Andhra 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and 
Rajasthan. The Fifth Sched-
ule provides protection to the 
Adivasi (tribal) people living 
in scheduled areas from alien-
ation of their lands and natu-
ral resources to non-tribals.
This seldom-enforced con-

stitutional safeguard is now 
under imminent threat of 
being amended to formally 
effect transfer of tribal lands 
to non-tribals and corporate 
bodies. This move has serious 
implications for the very sur-
vival and culture of the mil-
lions of tribal people in India.
In 1999 the Government of 

India issued a draft National 
Policy on Tribals to address 
the development needs of 
tribal people. Special empha-
sis was laid on education, for-
estry, healthcare, languages, 
resettlement and land rights. 
The first NDA government 
even established a ministry 
of tribal affairs. The draft 
was meant to be circulated 
between MPs, MLAs and civil 
society groups. It never was.
The draft policy is still a 

draft, which means there is 
no policy. But it must also be 
stated that this sudden con-
cern for tribals was mostly 
motivated by the fears of con-
version to Christianity that 
would have precluded their 
assimilation into the Hindu 
Samaj. Thus, even though the 
states of Chhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand were carved out of 
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, 

real tribal issues relating 
to their culture, way of life 
and aspirations were not 
addressed. Political power 
has still, by and large, eluded 
them. Not to be left behind, 
the UPA government drafted 
the Scheduled Tribes (Recog-
nition of Forest Rights) Bill 
in 2005 but did not act upon 
it due to pressure mounted 
by self-styled wildlife activ-
ists and the wildlife tourism 
lobby.
Much has happened since 

Independence and the failed 
promises of the Constitu-
tion. But it is still possible to 
retrieve some of the original 
promises. As provided by 
the Constitution, all tribal 
majority areas must be con-
solidated into administrative 
divisions whose authority 
must be vested with demo-
cratically chosen institutions. 
This body could be called the 
Adivasi Maha-panchayat and 
enabled to function as a large-
ly autonomous institution. All 
laws passed by the state leg-
islatures must be ratified to 
the satisfaction of the Maha-
panchayat. Instead of the 
state capital-controlled gov-
ernment, the instruments of 
public administration dealing 
with education, health, irriga-
tion, roads and land records 
must be handed over to local 
government structures. The 
police must also be made 
answerable to local elected 
officials and not allowed to 
be a law unto themselves.
Till then the lament of a 

popular folk song of the 
Gonds will hold true: “And 
the Gods were greatly trou-
bled/ In their heavenly courts 
and councils/ Sat no Gods of 
Gonds among them./ Gods 
of other nations sat there/ 
Eighteen threshing-floors of 
Brahmins/ Sixteen scores of 
Telinganas/ But no Gods of 
Gonds appeared there/ From 
the Glens of Seven Moun-
tains/ From the twelve hills 
of the valleys.”

By: Vijay GarG 

Strong writing skills are 
crucial for academic 
success. Whether you’re 

a student, researcher, or pro-
fessional, effective writing 
enhances your ability to com-
municate ideas clearly and 
persuasively.
1. READ WIDELY AND 

REGULARLY
Expand your reading hori-

zons by exploring diverse 
genres, subjects, and writing 
styles.
Reading frequently exposes 

you to different writing tech-
niques, vocabulary, and sen-
tence structures, which can 
inspire and inform your own 
writing.
2. MASTER GRAMMAR 

AND PUNCTUATION
A solid understanding of 

grammar and punctuation is 
essential for clear and coher-
ent writing.
Brush up on basic grammar 

rules, learn proper comma 

usage, and familiarise your-
self with sentence structure to 
enhance the quality and clar-
ity of your writing.
3. PRACTICE WRITING 

REGULARLY
Writing is a skill that 

improves with practice. Dedi-
cate regular time to writing 
exercises, journaling, or blog-
ging.
Challenge yourself to write 

on various topics, experiment 
with different writing styles, 
and seek feedback to refine 
your writing abilities.

4. STUDY ACADEMIC 
WRITING GUIDELINES
Familiarise yourself with 

the specific requirements and 
conventions of academic writ-
ing. Understand the structure 
of essays, research papers, 
and reports, including proper 
citation and referencing tech-
niques.
5. DEVELOP STRONG 

THESIS STATEMENTS

A well-crafted thesis state-
ment sets the tone and direc-
tion for your writing. Practice 
formulating clear and concise 
thesis statements that effec-
tively convey your main argu-
ment or research objective.
Remember to provide evi-

dence and support through-
out your writing to strength-
en your claims.
6. ORGANISE YOUR IDEAS
Effective organisation is 

key to coherent writing. Out-
line your thoughts and main 
points before you start writ-
ing.
Create a logical structure 

with clear headings, sub-
headings, and paragraphs to 
guide your reader through 
your work. A well-organised 
piece enhances readability 
and comprehension.
7. EDIT AND PROOFREAD 

THOROUGHLY
Revision is an essential 

part of the writing process. 
Review your work for gram-
mar errors, awkward phras-

ing, and inconsistencies.
Pay attention to spelling, 

punctuation, and sentence 
structure. Consider seeking 
feedback from peers or utilis-
ing editing tools to enhance 
the quality of your writing.
8. SEEK WRITING SUP-

PORT
Take advantage of writing 

centres, workshops, or online 
resources offered by your 
educational institution.
These resources can provide 

guidance on various writing 
topics, offer personalised 
feedback, and help you refine 
your skills.
9. LEARN FROM CRI-

TIQUES AND FEEDBACK
Embrace constructive criti-

cism as an opportunity for 
growth. Actively seek feed-
back from professors, men-
tors, or writing groups.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout 
Punjab)

Every year, more than 15 lakh can-
didates appear for the National 
Eligibility cum Entrance Test 

(NEET) with their dream of becoming a 
doctor. However, only half of them make it 
through India’s biggest medical entrance 
exam. So, starting your preparation for 
NEET from class 9th would be the first 
step for the candidates to pursue a career 
in the field of medical science, as this is 
the right time to choose a career.

Starting NEET preparation from class 
9 will help the candidates to understand 
their fundamentals (basic concepts of 
subjects). Preparing for NEET from class 
9th onwards will help the candidates get 
a better grip on the future courses they 
need to study for NEET. The preparation 
of basic concepts during NEET prepara-
tion from class 9 onwards will reduce 
the extra pressure during class 12 board 
exams.

Students preparing for NEET 2023 from 
class 9th get more time to improve their 
preparation strategy. Doctor aspirants 
can read this complete article to know 
about NEET preparation from class 9th 
in Hindi for better strategy, tips, recom-
mended books, relevant topics and other 
details.

For NEET preparation from class 9 
onwards, candidates need to understand 
the basic concepts of Physics, Chemistry, 
and Biology (Botany and Zoology). This 
will help them in class 11 and 12, as NEET 
syllabus is based on the topics covered 
in 11th and 12th, it will also make NEET 
preparation easier.

After going through the complete syl-
labus, candidates preparing for NEET 
from class 9 must prepare a compre-
hensive study time table. NEET  is one of 
the toughest entrance exam. It requires 
a lot of attention, disciplined study as 
well as in-depth analysis of theoretical 
and practical topics. Creating an effective 
study plan will help candidates prepare 
for NEET from class 9 onwards, which 
will also help them in their board exam 
preparation.

While preparing for NEET from class 
9th onwards, it is really important for 
students to take help of their NCERT 
books as it covers all the formulas and 
theory. The questions in NEET entrance 
exam are based on the NCERT syllabus of 
class 11 and 12. Of course, aspirants must 
understand and read the NCERT Books 
for Class 9 Science thoroughly. NCERT 
books explain the basic concepts related 
to each section.

Once the NCERT syllabus is completed, 
when students are confident about their 
preparation, then they should revise from 
the best NEET books for each section. 
These books are considered as one of the 
best study material to crack NEET with 
600+ marks.

While preparing for NEET 2023 from 
class 9, candidates should try to focus on 
the most relevant and important topics. 
Higher priority should be given to sub-
jects having more weightage in NEET 
exam. Preparing for the most important 
topics from the beginning in class 9 will 
help NEET aspirants to be more confi-
dent about the preparations and finally 
release the pressure. NEET important 
topics from each subject are listed below 
for the candidates.

Class 9th students preparing for NEET 
must learn to solve Multiple Choice Ques-
tions (MCQs) within the stipulated time 
duration. NEET question paper will con-
sist of 180 MCQ questions from Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology for which only 
3 hours will be allotted. Hence, while 
preparing for NEET from class 9th, it 
becomes important for the candidates 
to start solving at least 40-50 MCQs in 
each subject on a daily basis.

EDITORIAL

How  to improve your writing skills for academic success

Adivasis, the first Indians, cheated by Constitution?

FIRST STEP FOR 
SUCCESS
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: 
Jammu Kashmir Auto 
Union and transport-
ers  held a strong pro-
test rally at Bus Stand 
Trikuta complex, BC 
road,   today under the 
chairmanship of patron 
of the auto union Sunil 
Dimple.

Addressing the pro-
testers Sunil Dimple 
warned and expressed 
strong resentment 
against the J&K Govt 
that even after the 
repeated requests, to 
the j&k  govt it is com-
plicating the problems 
and  is doing nothing 
to save the 50 years 
old black auto industry 

and every day coming 
up with new policies.

Dimple alleged now 
the govt is  launching 
battery buses, ola, ten 
seats small battery 

autos. 
Dimple allged the 

auto and taxi stand 
from railway station is 
privatized and  lifted 
and contract is given to 

the outsider.  this is not 
acceptable and we will 
go for long agitation. 

Dimple announced 
massive processions 
will be taken out in 

Jammu City on Sat-
urday 26 August. In 
which five thousands 
autos, drivers, owners 
will join the protest 
march in support of 
demands.

 The prominent lead-
ers present in the pro-
test include  Nitin Sain, 
Sanjay Sethi presi-
dent, Haneef, senior 
vice president, Ajiet 
Singh & Satish Kumar 
Gen Secy. Amar Jeet 
Singh, Pawan Kumar, 
Vikram Sharma V- 
Presidents. Ran Jiet 
Singh, S Taran Singh 
Secretaries. Ramesh 
Kumar, Madan Lal, 
Rameshwar Kumar 
and Ashok Kumar.

Auto drivers, owners hold protest

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU Aug 23: A 
meeting of AAP volun-
teers & AAP well-wisher 
was held at Ward 23, 
Nai Basti, Parak, Gandhi 
Nagar, Jammu, orga-
nized by Amit Langer, 
Secretary Jammu Prov-
ince to discuss Party 
preparations for the 
forthcoming Municipal 
& Panchayat elections 
in J&K-UT.

The Senior AAP  lead-
ers present & spoke on 
the occasion include 
Farooq Ahmed Banday, 
Nirmal Mahana,  Kul-
deep Kumar Rao, and 
Amit Langer.

The AAP leaders in 
the meeting strongly 
condemned the deten-
tion of leaders of Yuva 
Rajput Sabha, who were 
peacefully protesting 
against the illegal toll 
plaza at Sarore.

They have raised a 
very genuine public 
importance issue. The 
AAP leaders urged all 
Political Parties and 
Social Organizations to 
come on one platform 
to fight against the dic-
tatorial attitude of the 
J&K-UT administration 
and to ensure resolution 
of all issues being faced 
by the public of J&K-UT.

The AAP leaders fur-
ther  said that the prom-
ise of providing 2 crore 

jobs annually to the 
youths of the country in 
2014 and 50,000 jobs to 
the youths of J&K after 
abrogation of Art. 370 
still haunts the minds 
of young people here, 
which never saw the 
light of the day.

Adding fuel to the fire, 
several thousands of 
youths engaged on con-
tractual basis, ad-hoc 
basis, daily wagers or 
need based arrange-
ments in all departments 
be it  Home guard, 
Education, PDD, PHE, 
Health, Food & civil 
supplies and so on so 
forth has compounded 
the miseries of frus-
trated youths with every 
passing day as scores 
of them are  crossing 
age limit or nearing the 
same without any hope 
of Achhe Din, they main-

tained and said that pre-
vious leaders of succes-
sive state governments 
are squarely responsible 
for the present mess 
who, without any plan-
ning and application 
of mind, adjusted the 
youths  simply to create 
vote banks and appease 
their kith & kins, has put 
thousands of youths 
in great dilemma & 
worst confusion, They  
claimed.

They  maintained that 
Educational Institutions 
were opened with politi-
cal considerations with-
out proper infrastructure 
in place, Health Institu-
tions sanctioned without 
availability of staff.

Reacting to the chest 
thumping guarantee of 
PM Modi, at  Bhopal & 
also on Independence 
day speech, regarding 

taking stringent action 
against corrupt politi-
cian in the country, the 
BJP government at the 
centre instead, is admit-
ting all the scamsters &  
fraudsters into his Party 
and shamelessly claim-
ing to give a guarantee 
to the countrymen to 
take strict action, is now 
fully exposed the  coun-
trymen as also the world 
that whatever BJP lead-
ers assert is a jumlas 
& nothing short of it, 
this was stated by the 
Sr. AAP leaders in the 
meeting, while referring 
to the height of hypoc-
risy in the part of BJP in 
general & PM Modi in 
particular where, Modi  
in his open speech in 
Bhopal, MP, on 27 June, 
2023 & also on Indepen-
dence day speech, on 
15th of August, 2023,  he 

thumped his own chest 
and gave a guarantee  
to the country that will 
soon take action against 
the corrupt persons but 
to the astonishment of 
one & all.

They appeal the gener-
al masses to rise above 
the politics of religion & 
region in the larger inter-
est of integration of the  
country and see through 
the game of divisive poli-
tics as well as  Divide & 
rule policy of ruling dis-
pensation as also the 
previous Political Par-
ties  who ruled the coun-
try as well as J&K, who 
simply boast of “Vikas” 
from the roof top but in 
fact, on ground, they 
are sowing the seeds 
of hatred, division in the 
society, leading & drag-
ging the Country to a 
situation of 1947 which 
is highly dangerous for 
the unity & integrity of 
the Nation. The country 
has to run on the foot 
hold of its Constitution 
which teaches us to give 
regard to its religious 
sects on all costs, they 
maintained, frenzy of 
casteism, polarization in 
the name of religion will 
harm us than doing any 
good and that people not 
get mislead and swayed 
by emotive slogans and 
imaginary JUMLAS, the  
AAP leaders said.

AAP appeals people of J&K not get mislead, swayed 
by emotive slogans, imaginary election Jumlas

TOP NEWS REPORT

KISHTWAR, Aug 23: 
Government Degree 
College (GDC) Kishtwar 
organised an aware-
ness programme under 
Puneet Sagar Abhiyan-
G-20 near Surkoot Dal 
(small lake), near Gauri 
Shanker Mandir, Kisht-
war.

A total of 21 cadets 
and one ANO, Lt.(Dr.) 

Madhu Bala, Partici-
pated in the event.

The programme was 
executed under the 
Partronship of Dr. Jyoti 
Parihar, Principal GDC 
Kishtwar The program 
commenced with a brief 
introduction highlighting 
the significance of water 
in sustaining nature 
and the pivotal role of 
NCC in maintaining 

the cleanliness of such 
water bodies.

They also raised 
slogns "Hum Sab Ne 
Ye Thana Hai Pani Ko 
Bachana hai". Madhu 
Bala shed light on the 
current challenges 
associated with water 
conservat ion and 
emphasized the role 
and responsibility of 
NCC in social services.

GDC Kishtwar organizes awareness program under Puneet Sagar Abhiyan-G-20

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: Dr 
Parneesh Mahajan, 
Convener Department 
of Training Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), 
Jammu and Kashmir 
has asserted that the 
successful conducting 
of Shri Amarnath Yatra 
2023 till date goes to 
prove beyond doubt that 
things have been fast 
returning to normalcy 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
especially in the Kash-
mir Valley which wit-
nessed the worst phase 
of terror onslaught for 
over three decades.

In a statement issued 
to media here today, 
the senior BJP leader 
said that this year’s 
Amarnath Yatra having 
achieved a momentous 
milestone, surpassing all 
the previous number of 
Yatris, so far more than 
4.40 lakh pilgrims have 
performed Darshan of 
the Holy Ice Lingam at 
the Cave Shrine safely 
and securely. For this 

full credit of two months 
Yatra goes to the Union 
Govt led by the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the Union Territory 
Administration led by 
the Lt. Governor Manoj 
Sinha, he added.

With Yatra set to close 
from Aug 23 onwards, he 
also lauded the security 
forces and Langar orga-
nizations for making this 
Yatra an unprecedented 
success.

Dr Parneesh said that 
this year's Yatra has had 
many distinguishing fea-
tures in terms of seam-
less arrangements, 
unwavering services, 
and meticulous manage-
ment. This has resulted 
in garnering widespread 

acclaim besides nurtur-
ing a sense of harmony 
among people hail-
ing from diverse back-
grounds not only from 
across the nation but 
also those visiting from 
around the world.

The senior BJP leader 
stated that during this 
Yatra period every facet 
of the Yatra right from 
the provision of Langar 
services to healthcare 
facilities, sanitation, 
transportation and secu-
rity measures continue 
to remain par excellence 
thus ensuring unparal-
leled convenience 
for the pilgrims. It is 
because of this that the 
seamless execution of 
these arrangements led 
to a surge in the influx 
of devotees embarking 
on the spiritual journey 
to Lord Shiva’s abode 
in the Himalayas. He 
hoped that the degree of 
excellence in providing 
seamless services will 
further continue to be 
enhanced in the coming 
years too.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: In a 
joint statement issued by 
the leaders of Kashmiri 
Displaced People Wing 
DPAP through its Presi-
dent Sanjay Dhar, Chair-
man Piaray Lal Pandita, 
Raj Kumar Tickoo Gen-
eral Secretary, Naveen 
Gosani Youth President 
have expressed their 
grave concern over 
the pathetic condition 
of Camps due to non 
attending of concerned 
Authorities in respect 

of following burning 
demands.

The water supply to 
TRT Camp Nagrota is 
adversely effected.

The water supply to 
Jagti Camp has gone 
totally defunct by the 
highhandedness of 
Contractors enjoying 
extensions being white 
coloured persons giving 
a loss to the Govt. 
exchequer as they are 
providing unhygienic 
water supply to the 
camp once in a week, 

as the Jal Shakti Depart-
ment has not taken over 
the scheme which was 
ordered by the Govt. 
during 2021, which is 
being smelled a conniv-
ance between the Jal 
Shakti Department and 
existing private contrac-
tors.

The sanitation works, 
repair and maintenance 
of buildings(being 
executed on pick and 
choose basis) clearance 
of parks, lanes has gone 
totally defunct, leading 

to sufferings by camp 
people in Jagti.

The so called sanita-
tion drainages are usu-
ally blocked due to over 
flowing causing unhy-
gienic atmosphere in 
the Camp.

The flour Atta supply 
stands stopped since 
last five months lead-
ing the relief holders to 
a suffering especially 
Diabetic patients on this 
account.

The Leaders have 
demanded that regis-

tered migrants of Pur-
khoo Camp residing in 
old Quarters be regula-
rised in these quarters 
as all these persons are 
not able to live on rent 
basis being dependent 
on relief only and after 
regularisation of these 
quarters holders can 
get the facilities at par 
with other migrants of 
camps. The Leaders 
have demanded that 
all these problems may 
be attended on priority 
basis.

DPAP Kashmiri Displaced People Wing highlights 
problems of displaced people in camps

Successful Amarnath Yatra 2023 demonstrates 
return to normalcy in J&K: Dr. Parneesh

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: The 
'Jovial' festival of ‘Teej’ 
was today celebrated 
with fervour and gaiety 
at Aryans Overseas. 
Female staff of Aryans 
participated in various 
colourful activities on 
this women oriented 
occasion.

The staff made Ran-
goli, recited 'Bolian' and 
performed 'Giddha'. 
Women wearing colour-
ful attires broke into 
dances on the beats of 

the Punjabi music.
Director General, 

Aryans Group, Dr. 
Parveen Kataria talking 
about the significance of 
the Teej festival quotes 
“by participating in such 
traditional festivals we 
stay connected to our 
rich cultures.

She appreciated the 
efforts of the girls and 
said the celebration 
of festivals is a way of 
reviving and keeping 
alive the traditions and 
customs which are van-
ishing these days.

Festival “Teej” celebrated at Aryans Overseas
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Kangana Ranaut is scared because Karan Johar has 
expressed interest in watching ‘Emergency’

Bollywood actress Kangana 
Ranaut, who is busy with the 
post-production of her upcom-
ing directorial ‘Emergency’, 
has reacted to producer-direc-
tor Karan Johar’s statement 
on his interest in watching the 
actress’s second directorial 
which is based on the former 
Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi.

Recently, an Internet user 
shared a video of KJo on 
micro-blogging site X (erstwhile 
Twitter) whose recent directo-
rial ‘Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem 
Kahani’ has been getting good 
response. In the video KJo 
mentioned that he is looking for-
ward to watching ‘Emergency’.

Kangana responded to the 
video albeit with a dash of alle-
gations. The actress maintained 
that the last time KJo praised 

her movie, her directorial debut 
‘Manikarnika: The Queen of 
Jhansi’, the film incurred heavy 
losses. The actress alleged that 
almost all the main actors from 
the film’s cast were paid back 
then to speak ill about her and 
eventually sabotage the film. 
However, she didn’t speak of 
who paid the actors of her film 

to spread the alleged disinfor-
mation.

The actress penned a note 
on X as she stated, “Ha ha 
last time when he said he was 
excited to see Manikarnika, the 
worse smear campaign of my 
life was unleashed upon me on 
its releasing weekend … almost 
all main actors working in the 

film were paid to sling mud on 
me and sabotage the film and 
suddenly the most successful 
weekend of my life was turned 
in to a living nightmare for me 
… Ha ha I am scared now very 
scared … because he is excited 
again (sic)”.

Kangana and KJo are exact-
ly on cordial terms, and it all 
started when back in 2017 
Kangana levelled allegations 
of nepotism against KJo on his 
chat show ‘Koffee With Karan’. 
The actress called Karan the 
“flag bearer of nepotism”, and 
everything about the equation 
between the two went downhill 
after that.

Meanwhile, ‘Emergency’ 
which also stars Anupam Kher 
and Shreyas Talpade, is set to 
land in theatres on November 
24.

Singer-songwr i ter 
and winner of Voice of 
Punjab Simran Choud-

hary is poised to take 
the music world by 
storm with her latest 

single Aa Gya Ni from 
her upcoming EP, Folkin 
Rani. This mesmerising 
fusion of folk and pop is 
set to redefine musical 
boundaries.

Simran, who is from 
Chandigarh, brings her 
Hindustani classical 
training to the forefront, 
infusing each note with 
her hard-hitting and 
melodious voice. The 
song’s lyrics, deeply 
rooted in the Pun-
jabi cultural DNA and 
penned by lyricist Raja, 
resonate with listeners.

Simran says, “Aa Gya 
Ni is a mirror reflecting 
my passion and love 
for both traditional folk 
music and the contem-
porary vibes of pop.”

Simran’s single Aa Gya Ni is 
rooted in Punjabi tradition

Host of ‘Kaun Banega 
Crorepati’ season 15, 
megastar Amitabh 
Bachchan has opened 
up on his relationship 
with his son and actor 
Abhishek Bachchan, 
saying we are like 
friends.

The upcoming episode 
of the quiz based reality 
show will see a unique 
aspiration of Kunal Sinh 
Dodia from Ahmed-
abad, Gujarat, whose 
sole purpose to come 
on the show is to prove 
to his father that he is a 
responsible son.

Kunal is a young 
Police Sub Inspector in 
the Ahmedabad police 
force, and is currently 
associated with the 
Human Rights depart-
ment in the DG office.

While he is a hard 
worker, Kunal humor-
ously confessed to Big 
B that he is a different 

person at home, claim-
ing to be a procrasti-
nator who chooses to 
complete tasks at his 
own pace.

His father and other 
family members are not 
fond of this behaviour. 
And often, Kunal agrees 
to disagree with his 

father, especially when 
it comes to the topic that 
he is not responsible 
enough.

Kunal said: “I am 
asking out of curiosity. 
My father and I keep 
on fighting at home. He 
thinks I am not respon-
sible. But how is it at 
your place? How is your 
relation with Abhishek 
Bachchan?”

Listening to their sweet 
father-son quirks, Big B 
was reminded of the 
bond he shares with his 
son Abhishek, and he 
elaborated on how he 
considers his son to be 
a close confidant and 
vice versa.

Big B was left speech-
less and said: “Kya bole 
sir abhi.”

Amitabh then went on 
to say: “I see Abhishek 
as my friend. There is an 
old saying ‘When your 
son wears your shoes, 

then he is not your 
son, but becomes your 
friend’. So, Abhishek 
has taken all of my 
shoes, because they are 
fit for him”.

“Whatever I can talk 
with Abhishek, I cannot 
discuss that with anyone 
in the family. And I 
believe that same hap-
pens with Abhishek 
too. We both are very 
freely and frankly with 
each other. Whatever 
the situation is, or if any 
problem arises, we talk 
to each other. This is 
our relationship,” said 
the actor.

He then asks Kunal’s 
father what he wants to 
say to his son. Kunal’s 
father said: “he is perfect 
in his job, but he is 50 
per cent in the house-
hold chores and respon-
sibilities.”

‘Kaun Banega Crore-
pati’ airs on Sony.

Big B and Abhishek Bachchan are like friends: 
‘We both are very frank with each other’

Megastar Amitabh 
Bachchan revealed 
that actress Madhuri 
Dixit Nene had adopted 
the dog ‘Redo’, after the 
shoot of musical roman-
tic drama Hum Aapke 
Hain Koun. During the 
sixth episode of the 
quiz-based reality show 
Kaun Banega Crorepati, 
Big B had asked contes-
tant Kunal Sinh Dodia 
from Ahmedabad, Guja-
rat, “Which animal acts 
as an umpire in the 
film Hum Aapke Hain 
Koun?” The options 
were — an elephant, a 
bird, a cat and a dog.

Kunal gave the right 
answer, which was the 
dog. Big B then said: 
“Redo is an Indian Spitz 
dog. It had played the 
role of Tuffy in Sooraj 
Barjatya’s blockbuster 
film Hum Aapke Hain 
Koun. In one scene, it 
was shown as an umpire 
in a cricket match. And 

after the shooting got 
over, Madhuri Dixit had 
adopted the dog.”

Hum Aapke Hain Koun 
is a 1994 film written 
and directed by Sooraj 
Barjatya, and produced 

by Rajshri Productions. 
The film starred Mad-
huri Dixit as Nisha and 
Salman Khan as Prem 
in the lead roles. Redo 
played the role of Tuffy, 
Prem’s pet dog.

Madhuri Dixit adopted the per 
Redo after the shoot of ‘Hum 
Aapke Hain Koun’, reveals Big B

Actress Nushrratt 
Bharuccha, who will 
soon be seen in a sur-
vival thriller titled Akelli, 
had never thought that 
she would be able to do 
a film like it.

The trailer of Akelli 
has received a great 
response from the audi-
ence. About the expe-
rience of shooting the 
film, Nushrratt said: “To 
be honest, I had never 
thought I would be able 
to do a film like this. 
But yes I have done it! 
Sometimes, when I 
see myself in a cer-
tain scene of the film, 
I am surprised. It is so 
not relatable. But I am 
happy I did this film.”

She added, “I play 
the character of Jyoti in 
the film, who is a very 
simple girl from Amrit-
sar. She stays with her 
mother and nephew. 
She gets a job outside 
India and to support 
her family, goes to a 
country that is not very 
peaceful. As soon as 
she reaches Iraq, there 
is an ISIS attack. The 
story is about her sur-
vival and how she man-
ages to come back to 
her country.”

Nushrratt worked with 
Israeli stars in the film. 
“It was a wonderful 
experience. When you 
work with actors from 
different countries and 
cultures, there is a lot to 
learn from them. They 
have different shoot-
ing techniques, so you 
learn how they deal dif-
ferently with the same 
scene, how they apply 

their logic and then per-
form. It is great fun.”

Akelli has been direct-
ed by Pranay Meshram 

and stars Nushrratt in 
the lead role. The film 
is all set to release on 
August 25 in cinemas.

Had never thought I would be 
able to do a film like Akelli, says 
Nushrratt Bharuccha

Ac t ress  Seera t 
Kapoor, who recently 
announced her col-
laboration after eight 
years with Sharwanand 
for an untitled romantic 
comedy, will soon be 
seen in the upcoming 
streaming film ‘Bha-
maKalapam 2’.

The actress recent-

ly took to her social 
media and shared the 
news with her followers 
as she put up a picture 
from her trials.

In the picture, she can 
be seen sporting a shim-
mery outfit rounded up 
with her curls. She cap-
tioned the picture, “Onto 
My Next Set #bhamaka-

lapam2”.
The actress is a new 

induction in the fran-
chise.

On Seerat being the 
part of the series, a 
source from the sets 
revealed, “Seerat is set 
to play a character that 
is not only glamorous 
but also witty and mys-
terious. She is going to 
be seen in a very glam-
orous avatar.”

The source further 
mentioned, “Seerat 
Kapoor’s character 
in ‘BhamaKalapam 2’ 
draws inspiration from 
her own Bollywood 
debut film ‘Maarrich’, 
where she played a role 
that left the audience 
intrigued and impressed. 
Seerat is expected to 
bring a unique depth to 
her character in this web 
series.”

The actress had also 
posted a slew of pictures 
from the sets where she 
looked glamorous in a 
mini one-piece with her 
tresses left open with 
perfect makeup and 
posing at a bar in front 
of the camera. She has 
already completed the 
first schedule of her 
series and now will 
soon fly to Hyderabad 
to complete her second 
schedule.

Meanwhile, Seerat will 
also be seen playing a 
very pivotal role in Dil 
Raju’s ‘Aakasam Dati 
Vasthava’. She recent-
ly completed her first 
schedule with her debut 
co-star Sharwanand for 
her upcoming rom-com 
film in London.

Seerat Kapoor shares her 
next is ‘BhamaKalapam 2’

Actress Adah Sharma, who will be next seen in an 
international project playing a female superhero, has 
talked about her favourite superhero.

When asked Adah about it, she said: “Hanumaji’s 
valour combined with his humility, his strength and 
one pointed devotion, his focus, knowledge! He was a 
musician par excellence. He has the power to take up 
any form… From a tiny fly to a mountain size golden 
body.”

“He is my Superhero! “ said the actress, who is repris-
ing the role of Bhavana Reddy in the recently released 
Commando series.

Adah had recently shared a video doing silambam 
while reciting the Hanuman chalisa which went viral 
online. Also her most popular scene in ‘1920’, which 
marked her debut, had the Hanuman chalisa being 
recited.

The actress was appreciated for her role in ‘The 
Kerala Story’. The film did very well at the box-office. 
She is currently riding high on its success.

The film tells the story of a converted Muslim woman 
Fatima Ba, who narrates her ordeal of how she once 
wanted to become a nurse but was abducted from her 
home and manipulated by religious vanguards, turned 
into an ISIS terrorist and landed in Afghanistan jail.

Directed by Sudipto Sen, the film also stars Yogita 
Bihani and Sonia Balani.

Adah Sharma’s 
favourite superhero 
is ‘Hanuman ji’
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NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is in South Africa to 
attend the BRICS Summit, will 
today virtually witness the land-
ing attempt of India’s moon mis-
sion - Chandrayaan-3.

Chandrayaan-3’s lander 
module, comprising of the 
lander Vikram and the rover 
Pragyan, will attempt to land 
on the south pole of the moon 
at 6.04 pm today. If successful, 
India will become the first coun-
try to land a spacecraft on the 
lunar body’s south pole.

Excitement is running high 
across the country, with prayers 
being held for Chandrayaan’s 
success, schools marshalling 
students to watch a live telecast 
of the event and space enthusi-
asts organising parties to cel-
ebrate.

The 600 crore Chandrayaan-3 
mission was launched on July 
14 onboard Launch Vehicle 
Mark-III (LVM-3) rocket, for a 
41-day voyage to reach near 
the lunar south pole.

The module would undergo 

internal checks and await the 
sunrise at the designated land-
ing site, ISRO has said, adding 
that the powered descent -- to 
achieve soft-landing on the 
Moon’s surface -- is expected 
to be initiated at around 5:45 pm 

on Wednesday.
A day before the scheduled 

touch-down, ISRO on Tuesday 
confirmed that the Chandray-
aan-3 mission is on schedule.

India’s second attempt to land 
on the moon after a failure in 
2019 is being seen as a display 
of the tenacity of its scientific 
institutions.

During that attempt, PM Modi 
had flown to Bengaluru to watch 
the planned touch down of the 
lander. Even the mission failed, 
the space agency witnessed a 
heartfelt moment between the 
Prime Minister and former ISRO 
chief K Sivan.

PM Modi hugged and consoled 
Mr Sivan as he broke down, 
hours after the space agency 
announced it lost contact with 
the lander.

PM Modi To Witness Chandrayaan-3’s Moon 
Landing Attempt Virtually

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agencies): A 
court here on Wednesday extended 
by 14 days the judicial custody of sus-
pended Delhi government officer Pre-
moday Khakha, who allegedly raped a 
minor several times and impregnated 
her.

His wife Seema Rani’s judicial cus-
tody, who is accused of giving the girl 
medicine to terminate her pregnancy, 
was also extended by 14 days.

Both were produced before Additional 
Sessions Judge (POCSO) Richa Pari-

har.
Counsel for the accused, Umashankar 

Gautam said both the accused will be 
now produced in court after completion 
of their judicial custody on September 6.

Khakha had allegedly raped the girl 
several times between November 2020 
and January 2021. She was staying at 
the residence of the accused, a family 
friend, after her father passed away on 
October 1, 2020, the police had said.

The couple was arrested on Monday 
after the victim recorded her statement 
before a magistrate at a hospital.

A case has been registered under pro-
visions of the POCSO Act and Indian 
Penal Code sections 376(2)(f) (being 
a relative, guardian or teacher of, or a 
person in a position of trust or authority 
towards the woman, commits rape on 
such woman) and 509 (word, gesture 
or act intended to outrage the modesty 
of a woman), police said.

IPC sections 506 (criminal intimida-
tion), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 313 
(causing miscarriage without woman’s 
consent) and 120B (criminal conspira-
cy) have also been invoked in the case, 
police said.

Minor sexual assault case: Court 
extends judicial custody of suspended 
Delhi govt officer Khakha by 14 days

Chandrayaan-3 Updates: Excitement is running high across the country and schools are 
marshalling students to watch a live telecast of the event.

RANCHI, Aug 23 (Agencies): 
The Congress, a constituent 
of the ruling JMM-led coalition 
in Jharkhand, on Wednesday 
described ED raids on the 
premises linked to a state min-
ister’s son and some others as a 
‘political vendetta’ at the behest 
of the BJP government at the 
Centre to tarnish the image of 
opposition bloc INDIA before 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Several of the places raided 
by the ED as part of a money-
laundering investigation in con-
nection with an alleged liquor 
scam in the state were linked 
to senior Congress leader and 
Finance Minister Rameshwar 
Oroan’s son Rohit Oraon.

“The ED raids are nothing but 
an action of a political vendetta 
at the behest of the BJP at the 
Centre to tarnish the image of 
the INDIA alliance before the 
2024 parliamentary elections,” 

Jharkhand Congress president 
Rajesh Thakur told agency.

He demanded that the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
should clarify its stance first.

The Congress leader asked, 
“Is the ED conducting similar 
raids in the entire country, or 
liquor is sold only in Jharkhand, 
Delhi and Chhattisgarh?”

Hitting out at the Centre, 
Thakur demanded to know 
whether there is no scam in 
BJP-ruled states.

About 34 places in the state 
capital Ranchi, Dumka, Deoghar 
and Godda districts are being 
searched by officials of the Cen-
tral probe agency.

The premises of the senior 
Oraon are being covered as 
the father and the son live in the 
same house. Business and resi-
dential premises of some liquor 
businessmen are also being 
covered, officials said.

The current investigation is 
being conducted under the 
provisions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 
they said.

Rameshwar Oraon, 76, who 
holds the portfolios of finance, 
planning and commercial tax 
in the Jharkhand cabinet rep-
resents the Lohardaga (ST) 

assembly seat.
Oraon, a retired IPS officer 

of the 1972 batch, has earlier 
served as a Union cabinet min-
ister under prime minister Man-
mohan Singh.

Thakur also questioned the 
timing of the ED summons to 
Chief Minister Hemant Soren on 
August 15.

The ED had sent a notice to 
Soren to depose on August 14 
at the agency’s office here and 
record his statement under the 
PMLA, which he skipped.

“The ED was in such a haste 
that it chose August 14, the 
eve of Independence Day, to 
summon the CM,” Thakur said.

Soren had alleged in a letter 
to the ED that he was being tar-
geted for not being aligned with 
a political party at the Centre.

Terming his assets as not ille-
gal, the CM has asked the ED to 
withdraw the summons.

ED raids ‘political vendetta’ to tarnish INDIA bloc’s 
image before 2024 Lok Sabha polls: Congress

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agencies): A 
major incident at the Delhi airport was 
averted on Wednesday after two Vis-
tara planes were given clearance for 
landing and take-off at the same time.

According to the details, flight UK725 
(from Delhi to Bagdogra) was in the 
process of taking off from the newly 
inaugurated runway, while another Vis-
tara flight (from Ahmedabad to Delhi), 
which had landed on a parallel runway, 
was moving towards the end of the 
runway.

The takeoff was aborted after instruc-
tions were received from the Air Traffic 
Control (ATC).

Following the incident, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
de-rostered the air traffic controller. An 
official later confirmed the aviation regu-
lator would probe the incident.

Speaking about the incident, an offi-
cial who was aware of the develop-
ments told news agency, “Both were 

given permission at the same time but 
ATC took control immediately. The ATC 
officer on duty asked the Vistara flight 
to abort take-off.”

The Delhi-Bagdogra flight returned to 
the parking bay from the active runway 
immediately after take-off was aborted.

Airport officials said if the take-off was 
not stopped at the right time, a major 
accident could have happened.

“Normally, a take-off clearance is not 
issued to an aircraft on one runway 
unless the aircraft on the second 
runway has landed,” an official told ANI.

“However, due to a lapse, if the air-
craft is permitted to take off from one 
runway and the aircraft approaching 
on the second runway decides to abort 
the landing and carry out a go-around 
to climb ahead, the flight path of the two 
aircraft in the air may come in conflict 
since the runway they were aligned to 
were closely spaced,” he added.

Near miss at Delhi airport, 
Vistara planes get same time 
landing, take-off clearance

JAIPUR (RAJAST-
HAN), Aug 23 (Agen-
cies): Union Minister of 
Youth Affairs Anurag 
Thakur on Wednesday 
extended his wishes to 
the ISRO team ahead 
of the attempted lunar 
landing of Chandray-
aan-3. 

The Union Minister 
said that all of us are 
waiting for the moment 
when Chandrayaan-3 
mission becomes suc-
cessful. 

Speaking to reporters, 
Mr Thakur said, “...India 
has made a huge leap 
in the Space sector. 
All of us are await-
ing the moment when 
Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion becomes success-
ful. This will put India 
among the very few 
countries in the world 
that have made signifi-
cant contributions to the 
Space sector...”

Meanwhile, the Indian 
Space Research Orga-
nization (ISRO) on 
Wednesday said that 
it is all set to initiate 
the Automatic Landing 
Sequence (ALS) ahead 
of the attempted landing 
of the country’s lunar 
mission. 

A post on ISRO’s offi-
cial handle on X, former-
ly Twitter, read, “All set 
to initiate the Automatic 
Landing Sequence 
(ALS). Awaiting the 
arrival of the Lander 
Module (LM) at the des-
ignated point, around 
17:44 Hrs. IST. Upon 
receiving the ALS com-
mand, the LM activates 
the throttleable engines 
for powered descent.”

The attempted soft 
landing of Chandray-
aan-3 on the moon’s 
south pole has been 
scheduled for around 
18:04 IST, with the 

powered descent of the 
Vikram lander expected 
at 1745 IST.

The live telecast of 
the landing operations 
at Mission Operation 
Complex (MOX) will 
begin at 1720 IST. Live 
broadcast of the land-
ing will be available on 
the ISRO website, its 
YouTube channel, Face-
book, and public broad-

caster DD National TV 
from 17:27 IST on Aug 
23, 2023.

This mission, if it turns 
out to be fruitful, will 
make India the only 
country to have marked 
its presence on the lunar 
south pole which is con-
sidered to be difficult 
for its rough and harsh 
conditions, and fourth 
– after US, China, and 

Russia – to have suc-
cessfully landed on the 
moon’s surface.

The spacecraft was 
launched from the 
Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Sriharikota on 
July 14. A GSLV Mark 3 
(LVM 3) heavy-lift launch 
vehicle was used for the 
launch of the spacecraft 
that was placed in the 
lunar orbit on August 
5 and since then it has 
been through a series 
of orbital manoeuvres 
been lowered closer to 
the moon’s surface.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, who is in 
South Africa to attend 
the 15th BRICS Summit, 
will virtually witness the 
historic landing attempt 
on the lunar surface as 
part of the country’s third 
lunar mission — Chan-
drayaan-3.

“All Of Us Waiting”: Anurag Thakur Ahead Of 
Chandrayaan-3’s Lunar Landing

GOPESHWAR, Aug 
23 (Agencies): The 
water levels of the 
Pindar river and its 
tributary Pranmati in 
Uttarakhand ‘s Cham-
oli district rose again on 
Wednesday following 
heavy rain, threatening 
to flood places located 
along their banks.

Both Pindar and Pran-
mati are in spate once 
again, following which 
a flood-like situation has 
arisen in Tharali town 
located on the banks of 

Pindar, Additional Infor-
mation Officer Ravindra 
Negi said.

Intermittent heavy rain 
has been lashing areas 
close to the banks of the 
Pindar and the Pran-
mati since August 13, 
he said.

Landslides also con-
tinue to block several 
roads in the hill district.

The Badrinath National 
Highway is blocked due 
to landslide debris at 
Chhinka and Maithana 
near Chamoli. The road 

is also blocked in Nand-
prayag, Pagalnala and 
Belakuchi, the official 
added.

Schools in Dasholi 
and Nandnagar blocks 
of the district have been 
closed in view of heavy 
rains.

Heavy rains and 
inclement weather over 
the past few days in 
Rudraprayag district of 
the state has also hit the 
helicopter services to 
Kedarnath, nodal officer 
Rahul Chaubey said.

Trans Bharat Aviation 
and Himalaya Heli—
the two private avia-
tion companies which 
provide heli services to 
Kedarnath from Gupt-
kashi and Sirsi—have 
had to drastically reduce 
the number of sorties to 
and from the Himalayan 
temple due to continuing 
bad weather, he said.

Pindar river in spate following heavy 
rain in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli; 
Tharali town faces threat of flood

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agen-
cies): As the Election Commis-
sion battles urban and youth 
apathy towards voting, cricket-
ing legend Sachin Tendulkar 
was on Wednesday appointed 
a “national icon” of the poll 
panel to encourage greater 
voter participation in elections.

Tendulkar was made the 
national icon as the EC gears 
up to hold assembly polls in 
five states sometime in Octo-
ber-November and Lok Sabha 
election in 2024.

A memorandum of under-
standing was signed between 
Tendulkar and the poll panel. 
As part of the three-year 

agreement, the cricketer will 
spread voter awareness.

Addressing the gathering, 

Tendulkar said India is the big-
gest democracy in the world 
and it is our prime responsibil-

ity to exercise our voting rights.
He reminded the gathering 

that he had said that in his 
second innings, he would con-
tinue to bat for India.

Election Commissioner Anup 
Chandra Pandey said the 
“pitch” on which EC plays to 
encourage voters to come out 
and exercise their franchise is 
“tough”. But he expressed con-
fidence that Tendulkar would 
come out with flying colours.

Election Commissioner Arun 
Goel said the voter turnout 
was the maximum at 67 per 
cent in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls. He said more needs 
to be achieved in enhancing 

voter turnout.
He said in spite of extend-

ing the best of facilities at poll-
ing stations for voters, some 
pockets had seen poor voter 
turnout. The poll panel has 
recognised urban and youth 
apathy as one of the prime 
reasons for poor voter turnout 
in certain cities.

Last year, the Commission 
had recognised actor Pankaj 
Tripathi as a national icon. 
Earlier, during the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election, stalwarts such 
as MS Dhoni, Aamir Khan and 
Mary Kom had been the EC’s 
national icons.

Sachin Tendulkar is Election Commission’s national 
icon; to encourage greater voter participation

NOIDA, Aug 23 (Agencies): Two workers died and 
another suffered injuries after a pressure pipe explod-
ed at a spare parts-manufacturing company in Noida, 
police officials said on Wednesday.

The incident took place on Tuesday inside the factory 
of United Drilling Tools private limited located in Sector 
81, under Phase 2 police station area, they said.

“Three workers suffered injuries and were taken to 
a hospital where two were declared dead by doc-
tors while the third is undergoing treatment,” a police 
spokesperson said.

Those killed in the explosion have been identified 
as Manoj Kumar Singh, 45, and Ishwar Dutt Sharma, 
60, while the injured worker is Rajveer Singh, 45, the 
official said.

The bodies were sent for post-mortem and other 
legal proceedings were being carried out in the case, 
the police said.

2 workers killed, 1 
injured in explosion at 
Noida factory
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ALEXANDROUPOLIS, Aug 
23 (Agencies): Firefighters 
found the burnt bodies of 18 
people believed to have been 
migrants who had crossed the 
Turkish border into an area of 
northeastern Greece where 
wildfires have raged for days.

The discovery near the city 
of Alexandroupolis came as 
hundreds of firefighters bat-
tled dozens of wildfires across 
the country amid gale-force 
winds. Two people died and 
two firefighters were injured in 
separate fires in northern and 
central Greece.

With their hot, dry summers, 
southern European countries 
are particularly prone to wild-
fires. Another major blaze has 
been burning across Tenerife 
in Spain’s Canary Islands for 
a week, although no injuries or 
damage to homes was reported.

European Union officials have 
blamed climate change for the 
increasing frequency and inten-
sity of wildfires in Europe, noting 
that 2022 was the second-worst 
year for wildfire damage on 
record after 2017.

In Greece, police activated the 
country’s Disaster Victim Identi-
fication Team to identify the 18 
bodies, which were found near 
a shack in the Avantas area, fire 
department spokesman Ioannis 
Artopios said.

“Given that there have been no 
reports of a missing person or 
missing residents from the sur-
rounding areas, the possibility 
is being investigated that these 
are people who had entered the 
country illegally,” Artopios said.

Alexandroupolis is near the 
border with Turkey, along a 
route often taken by people flee-
ing poverty and conflict in the 
Middle East, Asia and Africa and 
seeking to enter the European 
Union.

Greek President Katerina 
Sakellaropoulou expressed 
sorrow at the deaths in a state-
ment.

“We must urgently take effec-
tive initiatives to ensure that this 
bleak reality does not become 
the new normality,” she added, 
referring to the recurrent wild-
fires.

Avantas, like many nearby vil-
lages and settlements, had been 
under evacuation orders, with 
push alerts in Greek and English 
sent to all mobile phones in the 
region.

The fire service said it was 
investigating the causes of the 
blazes, in coordination with 
the police and secret service. 
In recent days, several people 
have been arrested or fined for 
accidentally starting fires.

But the discovery of the 18 
bodies triggered a backlash by 
some who accused migrants of 
starting fires.

Late Monday, police said they 
detained three men in Alex-
androupolis suspected of kid-
napping and illegally holding 
13 migrants. One of the sus-
pects was a man seen in video 
posted on social media shutting 
a group of migrants in a trailer 
and accusing them of “intending 
to burn us,” a statement from 
national police headquarters 
said.

Government spokesman 
Pavlos Marinakis issued a state-
ment condemning vigilante acts.

Overnight, a massive wall 
of flames raced through for-
ests toward Alexandroupolis, 
prompting authorities to evacu-
ate eight more villages and the 
city’s hospital as flames red-
dened the sky.

Deputy Health Minister Dimi-
tris Vartzopoulos, speaking on 
Greece’s Skai television, said 
smoke and ash in the air around 
the hospital were the main rea-
sons behind the decision to 
evacuate the facility.

The coast guard said patrol 
boats and private vessels evac-
uated an additional 40 people by 
sea from beaches near Alexan-
droupolis.

In the northeastern Evros 
border region, a fire was burn-
ing through forest in a protect-
ed national park, with satellite 
imagery showing smoke blan-
keting much of northern and 
western Greece.

New fires broke out in several 
parts of the country on Tuesday, 
including in woodland northwest 
of Athens and an industrial area 
on the capital’s western fringes.

Small explosions echoed from 
the industrial area of Aspropyr-
gos as flames reached ware-
houses and factories. Authori-
ties shut down a highway and 
ordered the evacuation of 
nearby settlements.

With firefighting forces 
stretched to the limit, Greece 
appealed for help from the 
European Union’s civil protec-
tion mechanism.

Five water-dropping planes 
from Croatia, Germany and 
Sweden, and a helicopter, 58 
firefighters and nine water tanks 
from the Czech Republic flew 
to Greece Tuesday, while 56 
Romanian firefighters and two 
aircraft from Cyprus arrived 
Monday. French firefighters 
helped tackle a blaze on the 
island of Evia on Monday.

“We are mobilizing actually 
almost one-third of the aircraft 
we have in the rescEU fleet,” 
said EU spokesman Balazs 
Ujvari.

The fire risk level for several 
regions, including the wider 
Athens area, was listed as 
“extreme” for a second day 
Tuesday. Authorities banned 
public access to mountains and 
forests in those regions until at 
least Wednesday morning and 
ordered military patrols.

In Spain, firefighters battled 
to control a wildfire burning for 
a week on the popular Canary 
Islands tourist destination of 
Tenerife. It is estimated that the 
blaze, which has scorched 150 
square kilometers (59 square 
miles), has already burnt a third 
of Tenerife’s woodlands.

More than 12,000 people were 

evacuated during the past week. 
Authorities said Tuesday that 
1,500 have been able to return 
to their homes. Authorities have 
described the fire as the worst in 
decades on the Atlantic archi-
pelago.

Large parts of Spain were 
under alert for wildfires as tem-
peratures exceeded 38 degrees 
Celsius (100 degrees Fahren-
heit). While Spain’s south often 
has extremely high tempera-
tures, the country’s weather 
agency issued an alert for 
the northern Basque Country, 
where temperatures were fore-
cast to reach 42 degrees Cel-
sius (107 degrees Fahrenheit) 
Wednesday.

Greece’s deadliest wildfire 
killed 104 people in 2018, at a 
seaside resort near Athens that 
residents had not been warned 
to evacuate. Authorities have 
since erred on the side of cau-
tion, issuing swift mass evacu-
ation orders whenever inhabited 
areas are threatened.

Last month, a wildfire on the 
island of Rhodes forced the 
evacuation of some 20,000 
tourists. Days later, two air force 
pilots were killed when their 
water-dropping plane crashed 
while diving low to tackle a blaze 
on Evia.

In Italy, authorities evacuated 
700 people from homes and a 
campsite on the Tuscan island 
of Elba after a fire broke out late 
Monday, while in Turkey authori-
ties evacuated nine villages in 
the northwestern Canakkale 
province. Turkish media also 
said that authorities reduced 
maritime traffic in the Darda-
nelles Strait in case firefighting 
vessels need to be deployed to 
the area.

According to the Italian Soci-
ety of Environmental Geology, 
more than 1,100 fires in Europe 
this summer have consumed 
2,842 square kilometers (about 
1,100 square miles), well above 
an average of 724 fires a year 
recorded from 2006-2022. The 
fires have removed wooded 
areas capable of absorbing 2.5 
million tons of carbon dioxide 
a year.

“When we add the fires in 
Canada, the United States, 
Africa, Asia and Australia to 
those in Europe, it seems that 
the situation is getting worse 
every year,? said SIGEA presi-
dent Antonello Fiore.

18 bodies found in Greece as firefighters battle 
wind-driven wildfires across the country

COLOMBO, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Sri Lanka 
is currently processing 
a request by China to 
allow a research ship 
to dock in the coun-
try, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said on 
Wednesday, a year 
after a visit by a Chi-
nese spy vessel to the 
Island nation raised 
security concerns in 
India.

“The Chinese embas-
sy here has made an 
application and the min-
istry is currently looking 
at it,” Priyanga Wickra-
masingha, the foreign 
ministry spokesperson, 
told agency. No dates 
have been fixed yet for 
the visit, she said.

The Chinese research 
vessel ‘SHI YAN 6’ is 
expected to arrive in 
Sri Lanka for marine 
research activities in 
October.

Described as a 
R e s e a r c h / S u r v e y 
Vessel with a carrying 
capacity of 1115 DWT, 
the current draught 
is reported to be 5.3 
metres in length overall 

90.6 metres and width 
17 metres.

The media here is 
abuzz that the foreign 
office here is in an awk-
ward position about the 
request due to possible 
concerns being raised 
by India.

The vessel is expected 
to undertake research 
jointly with the Nation-
al Aquatic Resources 
Research and Develop-
ment Agency (NARA).

The Chinese des-
patch their vessels to 
Sri Lanka on a regular 
basis. Two weeks ago, 
the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army Navy 
warship HAI YANG 
24 HAO arrived in the 
country on a two-day 
visit.

It was reported that the 
arrival of the 129-metre-
long ship was delayed 
due to concerns raised 
by India.

In August last year, 
a similar visit by the 
Chinese ballistic mis-
sile and satellite track-
ing ship, ‘Yuan Wang 
5’, which arrived in the 
southern Sri Lankan 

port of Hambantota 
elicited strong reactions 
from India.

There were apprehen-
sions in New Delhi about 
the possibility of the ves-
sel’s tracking systems 
attempting to snoop on 
Indian defence installa-
tions while being on its 
way to the Sri Lankan 
port.

However, after a con-
siderable delay, Sri 
Lanka allowed the ship 
to dock at the strategic 
southern port of Ham-
bantota, being built by a 
Chinese company.

Cash-strapped Sri 
Lanka considers both 
India and China equally 
important partners in its 
task to restructure its 
external debt. China is 
one of the top lenders 
to Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka owes USD 
7.1 billion to bilateral 
creditors, including USD 
3 billion to China.

The negotiations for 
Sri Lanka’s external and 
domestic debt restruc-
turing must be con-
cluded by September, 
the time for the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund’s 
review of its USD 2.9 
billion bailout extended 
in March this year.

The island nation 
was hit by an unprec-
edented financial crisis 
in 2022, the worst since 
its independence from 
Britain in 1948, due to a 
severe paucity of foreign 
exchange reserves.

Sri Lanka ‘processing’ 
China’s request for research 
ship docking that may raise 
security concerns in India

The discovery near city of Alexandroupolis comes as hundreds of firefighters battle 
dozens of wildfires across the country amid gale-force winds

KATHMANDU, Aug 23 (Agencies): 
A passenger bus skidded off the main 
highway and plunged into a swollen 
river in Nepal’s Bagmati province on 
Wednesday, killing at least eight people 
and leaving at least 15 others injured, 
according to a media report.

The accident happened when the bus 
en route to the scenic city of Pokhara 
from Kathmandu veered off and fell into 
the Trishuli River at Chalise in the prov-
ince’s Dhading district, myRepublica.
com reported.

“In the accident, at least eight people 
have been killed and 15 more injured. 
The number of those killed might go up. 

Rescue is ongoing,” Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Santulal Prasad Jaiswar 
at the District Police Office, Dhading, 
was quoted as saying in the report.

He said that the bus was partly sub-
merged in the Trishuli River after the 
accident, but rescuers were able to pull 
out many of the passengers alive from 
the wreckage.

The river had been swollen by con-
tinuous rainfall during the monsoon 
season.

Highway accidents in Nepal, which 
are mostly covered by mountains, are 
mostly blamed on poorly maintained 
vehicles and roads.

WASHINGTON, Aug 
23 (Agencies): The 
United States does not 
encourage or enable 
attacks inside Russia, 
a US State Department 
spokesperson said after 
Russian authorities said 
they downed drones that 
tried to attack Moscow 
early on Wednesday.

It is up to Ukraine to 
decide how it chooses 
to defend itself from the 
Russian invasion that 
began in February last 
year, the State Depart-
ment spokesperson 
said, adding Russia 

could end the war any 
time by withdrawing 
from Ukraine.

Drone strikes deep 
inside Russia have 
increased since two 
unmanned aircraf t 
were destroyed over the 
Kremlin in early May.

Drone strikes on the 
Russian capital have 
become increasingly 
common in recent 
months.

The United States, 
which has supplied 
Ukraine with massive 
assistance in the form 
of weapons and other 

military equipment to 
combat the Russian 
invasion, has consis-
tently said it does not 
support attacks inside 
Russia.

The Russian defence 
ministry said early 
on Wednesday that 
air defence systems 
downed three drones 
that tried to attack 
Moscow.

One drone hit a build-
ing under construction 
in central Moscow early 
on Wednesday, Moscow 
Mayor Sergei Sobyanin 
said on his channel on 

Telegram, a messaging 
app.

Moscow airports sus-
pended flights early on 
Wednesday, Russia’s 
TASS news agency 
reported. Major airports 
around the Russian 
capital have repeatedly 
closed for departing and 
arriving flights in recent 
days due to Ukrainian 
drone activity.

Russia also shot down 
two Ukrainian drones 
over the Moscow region 
with no casualties and 
brought down a further 
two drones over the Bry-

ansk region that borders 
Ukraine, the Defence 
Ministry said on Tues-
day.

Ukraine typically does 
not comment on who 
is behind attacks on 
Russian territory but it 
appears to have stepped 
up such raids since two 
drones were destroyed 
over the Kremlin in early 
May.

Such attacks have 
briefly disrupted flights 
and caused mostly 
minor damage to build-
ings.

US says it does not support Ukrainian strikes 
inside Russia

8 killed, 15 injured in bus 
accident in Nepal

KYIV, Aug 23 (Agencies): A Russian 
drone attack hit grain infrastructure in 
Ukraine’s southern Odesa region on 
Wednesday, the local governor said, 
the latest strike since the collapse of a 
deal allowing safe shipments from the 
Black Sea. “There are hits on produc-
tion and transshipment complexes... 
Granaries were among the damaged 
objects,” Oleg Kiper wrote on Tele-
gram, adding there were no civilian 
casualties.

Air defence forces had destroyed nine 
Iranian-made Shahed attack drones 
during the strike, Ukraine’s southern 

military command said in a statement.
“The enemy targeted granaries and a 

production and transshipment complex 
in the Danube,” it said.

“A fire broke out in the warehouse, the 
fire was promptly contained. Firefighters 
continue their work.” Since exiting the 
United Nations-brokered deal Moscow 
has pounded Ukraine’s southern Odesa 
and Mykolaiv regions that are home to 
ports and infrastructure vital for ship-
ment of grain. Last week the first civil-
ian cargo ship sailing through the Black 
Sea from Ukraine arrived in Istanbul in 
defiance of the Russian blockade.

Russian Drones Attack Ukraine 
Granary After Black Sea Grain 
Deal Collapse

OTTAWA, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Canadian 
Finance Minister Chrys-
tia Freeland, an avid 
cyclist who says she 
does not own a car, was 
fined C$273 ($200) for 
speeding in her home 
province of Alberta, a 
spokesperson said.

Freeland was caught 
driving 132 km/hr 
between the towns of 
Grande Prairie and 
Peace River and has 
paid the ticket in full, 
her spokesperson Kath-
erine Cuplinskas said.

The news was first 

broken by the Counter 
Signal website.

Cuplinskas did not 
say when the incident 
occurred and what the 

speed limit had been on 
that stretch of road. The 
maximum speed limit on 
Alberta highways is 110 
km/hr.

Freeland is a legislator 
who represents a parlia-
mentary constituency in 
central Toronto, Cana-
da’s largest city, and is 
often photographed on 
her bike.

“A fact that still shocks 
my dad is that I don’t 
actually own a car,” 
she told reporters last 
month.

“I walk, I take the 
subway. My kids walk 
and ride their bikes and 
take the subway – it’s 
actually healthier for our 
family,” she said.

Canadian finance minister, who does not own 
a car, fined for speeding

CAIRO, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Two tank-
ers, the Singapore-
flagged BW Lesmes and 
Cayman Islands-flagged 
Burri, briefly collided in 
Egypt’s Suez Canal, 
ship tracking company 
MarineTraffic said early 
on Wednesday, citing 
eyewitnesses.

The shipping tracker 
showed the BW Lesmes, 
which carries LNG, 
stopped and pointing 
north, and Burri, an oil 
products tanker, moored 
and pointing south about 
19 km from the southern 

end of the canal at 2:55 
a.m.(2355 GMT).

LNG tanker BW 
Lesmes will be towed 
away to the Suez 
anchorage area, ship-
ping sources told 
agency.

A time lapse shared by 
MarineTraffic showed 

Burri turning sideways 
and colliding with an 
already sideways BW 
Lesmes at 2040 GMT 
before backing up and 
pointing straight.

The last port call for 
both ships had been 
Port Said to the north.

There was no imme-

diate confirmation from 
the Suez Canal Author-
ity.

Approximately 12% of 
the world’s trade moves 
through the canal. 
During strong winds in 
2021, a huge container 
ship, the Ever Given, 
became jammed across 
it, halting traffic in both 
directions for six days 
and disrupting global 
trade.

Since then, there 
have been minor issues 
caused by technical 
problems with individual 
ships.

Two tankers collide on road in Egypt’s Suez 
Canal, no casualties
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Article 370 | No inten-
tion to interfere with 

other special provisions, 
centre tells SC

slight apprehension in the periphery of 
India can have serious implications. Your 
lordships are currently dealing with one 
such situation in Manipur.”

SG Tushar Mehta interjected and said 
that the Union government has no intention 
to take away any part which gives special 
provisions to North East and other regions. 
He said that “there is no need to create 
apprehension. I’m putting that apprehen-
sion at rest on behalf of the Centre.”

At this, CJI DY Chandrachud also said: 
“Why should we deal with anything in antic-
ipation or apprehension? We are dealing 
with a specific provision, namely, Art 370.” 
He also said that SG has made a statement 
to the court that the government has no 
such intention to take away other special 
provisions of the Constitution.

Advocate Tewari defended his submis-
sion and stated that he “was not referring 
to the current central government” but “was 
referring to the principle (of federalism), 
at state.”

“I’m not trying to equate temporary, which 
has been argued as permanent (in refer-
ence to Article 370) with special provisions 
but the underlying principle of autonomy, 
which runs through 370 and 371 is the 
same,” Tewari said.

The Constitution Bench said that it will 
not focus on North East like this and told 
the intervenor that its apprehensions are 
allayed by the statements made on behalf 
of the Central government. “You have noth-
ing to say on Article 370. So why should 
we hear? We will close your IA by taking 
the submission of Solicitor General on the 
record,” it told the intervenors.

The Supreme Court disposed of the Inter-
vention Application in view of the stand 
taken by the Centre saying that there is no 
commonality of interest in the IA (Interven-
tion Application) and the reference being 
heard by the Constitution Bench.

Manish Tewari, who is a practising advo-
cate of the Supreme Court, is also a Con-
gress MP from Punjab and a former Union 
Minister. 

17 killed after under-con-
struction railway bridge 

collapses in Mizoram; PM 
announces Ex Gratia

loved ones. May the injured recover soon. 
Rescue operations are underway and all 
possible assistance is being given to those 
affected.

“An ex-gratia of Rs. 2 lakh from PMNRF 
would be given to the next of kin of each 
deceased. Rs. 50,000 would be given to 
the injured,” the Prime Minister’s Office 
said on X.

Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga 
said he was deeply saddened over the 
loss of lives in the incident, and expressed 
gratitude to all those who helped in the 
rescue operation.

“Under construction railway over bridge 
at Sairang, near Aizawl collapsed today; at 
least 17 workers died: Rescue under prog-
ress. Deeply saddened and affected by this 
tragedy. I extend my deepest condolences 
to all the bereaved families and wishing a 
speedy recovery to the injured. Sending 
gratitude to the people who have come 
out in large numbers to help with rescue 
operations,” he posted on X.

Meanwhile, West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee said the deceased work-
ers in Mizoram include a few from Malda 
district in her state.

Banerjee also said she has instructed 
officials to coordinate with the Mizoram 
government for assistance in the rescue 
operation. “Shocked to learn about the 
tragic collapse today of an under-construc-
tion railway bridge in Mizoram, leading to 
loss of lives of several site workers, includ-
ing some belonging to our Malda district,” 
she wrote on X.

“Have instructed my chief secretary to 
coordinate with Mizoram administration 
at once for rescue/assistance operations. 
Malda district administration has been 
asked to reach out to the bereaved fami-
lies for extending all possible help. We shall 
give due compensation asap to the next 
of kin of the affected families. Solidarity to 
the distressed, condolences to the families 
of the deceased. Situation under watch,” 
Banerjee added.

J&K clinches 2nd spot in 
the country by taking its 
count of online services 

to 913
The Chief Secretary commended the 

efforts of the IT Department and NIC for the 

progress made in enhancing the number of 
online services of different departments. 
He emphasised on the need to identify 
more citizen centric services especially in 
the areas of health, education and ‘Nasha 
Mukht J&K’ for development in online mode 
so as to reach a wider section of populace.

He stressed on the need to ensure proper 
assessment of citizen feedback and to con-
tinually monitor the quality of these ser-
vices. It was directed that an intensive IEC 
campaign be launched for informing the 
public about the digital initiatives and for 
greater uptake of the online services.

The use of technology has ushered in a 
new era of digital governance  in J & K with 
24×7 availability of services on the single 
unified portal as well as the ‘ mobile dost’ 
app. The services have even been linked 
with the Rapid Assessment System (RAS) 
for citizen feedback and over 52 lakh SMSs 
have been sent  till date with an approval 
rating of 86 percent.

Moreover 300 online services have been 
linked to the Auto appeal system wherein 
appeals are escalated to the appellate 
authorities in case service is not provided 
within the timelines defined under PSGA. 
These measures have veritably enhanced 
the transparency and accountability in the 
functioning of government departments 
besides taking administration at the door-
steps of the people in the UT.

Low-Intensity explosion 
injures man in Chatha: 

SSP Jammu
authorities have registered a case under 

the appropriate legal sections. An active 
investigation is underway to ascertain the 
details of the incident.

Farooq, Omar hopeful of 
successful moon landing 

of Chandrayaan-3
The former chief minister said it will be the 

first time that any country has sent a probe 
mission to the south pole of the moon.

His father and National Conference (NC) 
president Farooq Abdullah also lauded ”our 
scientists” for doing ”yeoman’s service” to 
put India on the space map.

”I and all of us are proud of our scientists 
who have done a yeoman’s service to put 
India on the space map. Congratulations to 
everyone,” Farooq Abdullah said.

The former Union minister also expressed 
hope that India will launch space travel to 

the moon and Mars soon.
Remembering former president A P J 

Abdul Kalam, ”who was a pillar in all these 
things”, he said India has progressed tre-
mendously in the space sector ever since 
he was elected to the top constitutional 
post.

”I think the last mission failed because 
something went wrong. This time, I am 
sure we have overcome those difficulties 
and soon Chandrayaan-3 will be on the 
moon. We are looking forward to space 
travel soon by an Indian rocket to the moon 
and also Mars in the future,” Farooq Abdul-
lah said.

Excited students in Jammu and Kash-
mir were seen cheering for the successful 
landing of Chandrayaan-3’s lunar module 
on the moon’s surface, calling it a proud 
moment for the country.

”In sha Allah it will land successfully on 
the moon’s surface. We hope and we cheer 
for its successful landing,” Rather Abid 
Ashraf, a student of Class 12 at the Gov-
ernment Boys Higher Secondary School, 
Jawahar Nagar, here, said.

Ashraf said it is not only about ISRO’s 
mission, but it is also about showcasing 
how India is rising. ”I want to applaud the 
ISRO team which has worked hard to 
achieve this tremendous feat. This is the 
first ever mission launched by any space 
agency all over the world which will land 
on the moon’s south pole and will do in-situ 
experiments there,” he said.

Meanwhile, on the hearing of Article 370 
petitions in the Supreme Court, Omar 
Abdullah said he is thankful to all the 
lawyers who appeared for the petitioners 
before the apex court.

”I am thankful to all lawyers who took part 
in the arguments. It started with Kapil Sibal 
and as the CJI was saying Muzaffar Baig 
or Gopal Shankar Narayan will be last to 
appear. I want to thank each one of them. 
Their participation has given a sense of 
comfort that people of Jammu and Kashmir 
are not alone in feeling that the decisions 
of August 5, 2019 were wrong,” he said.

The National Conference leader said 
after hearing the top lawyers of the country 
speak in favour of people of Jammu and 
Kashmir in the Supreme Court, ”we really 
felt that we are not alone”.

”The constitutionally apt arguments made 
by these lawyers have convinced me that 
we could not have done any better. Now, 
we will wait for the reply of the Government 
and the decision (of the court),” he added.

Asked about the alleged hate speech 
during a rally in Jammu, the NC vice presi-
dent said some people were habitual of 

spreading hate here.
”It is unfortunate that the government is 

allowing them to do so. We had heard that 
Governor’s Rule is apolitical and it does 
not follow any ideology. But this is for the 
first time that I have seen such politics of 
hate is being allowed in the Governor’s 
Rule. I will expect the LG to implement the 
Constitution under which he has taken oath 
of office, he said.

144 dengue cases 
reported in JK

bleeding from the nose or gums, vomit-
ing blood, or blood in the stool, and feeling 
tired, restless, or irritable, the doctor must 
be consulted immediately,” they said.

The added that  the mosquito remains 
active mostly at dusk and dawn and people 
must wear clothes that minimise skin expo-
sure to these mosquitoes.

Meanwhile, the officials said that 8,269 
dengue cases (the highest number) and 
18 deaths were reported in J&K last year.

They said two cases were in 2009, none 
in 2010, three in 2011, and 16 in 2012. 
However, 1,837 cases were reported in 
2013.

In 2014, four cases were reported, 153 
in 2015, 79 in 2016, 488 in 2017, 214 in 
2018, 439 in 2019, 53 in 2020, and 1,709 
in 2021, they said.

JPPF demands quashing 
of FIR against youths of 

Jammu
“The toll plaza operating at Sarore is 

in complete violation of the law and we 
appeal to Manoj Sinha Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of UT of J&K to intervene and fulfill 
the demand of the masses by removing 
the Toll Plaza from Sarore permanently,” 
said M.S Katoch, JPPF working president 
while addressing a press conference here 
on Wednesday.

JPPF also demanded the suspension of 
the FIR registered under various sections 
against the peaceful protesting youth of 
Jammu immediately.

JPPF members also discussed various 
issue of importance pertaining to the UT 
of J&K.

M.S Katoch  was flanked by Avinash 
Bhatia, Ram Rattan Sharma, Resham 
Singh, Rajiv Mahajan, Balwan Singh, 
Pawan Sharma, Prof O P Sharma, Surinder 
Veer, Pawan Chib and Abhimanyu Katoch 
in the press conference.
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POONCH, Aug 23: 
Women empowerment 
and Medical Assistance 
Camp for women, par-
ticularly, belonging to 
border region is a major 
initiative being undertak-
en by Indian Army.

In order to facilitate 
women of the region 
to benefit from various 
Government employ-
ment schemes, par-
ticularly designed for 
women, Indian Army 
organised an aware-
ness lecture at Marhot, 
Poonch. 

The event was fol-
lowed by a free medical 

checkup of the ladies 
and distribution of medi-
cines.

The lecture informed 

them about various 
employment avenues 
and welfare schemes 
such as National Policy 
of Education, Mahila 
Samakhya, National 
Commission for Women, 
Balika Samridhi Yojana, 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, 
National Programme 
for Education of Girls at 
Elementary Level. The 
attendees were grateful 
to the Indian Army for 
undertaking this initia-
tive and sought more 
interaction and support 
on similar initiatives.

Women Empowerment cum 
Medical Assistance Camp held 
at Marhot

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 23: Employ-
ment Information cum Advisory 
Bureau, the Career Counselling 
Cell of  Department of Lifelong 
Learning. University of Jammu 
organised one day workshop on 
“Career Planning after Gradua-
tion” in collaboration with Govt. 
Degree College, Purmandal.

The programme was conduct-
ed under the guidance of Dr. 
Jeevan Jyoti, Director, Depart-
ment of  Lifelong Learning, Uni-
versity of Jammu.

The special resource persons 
were Dr. Shallu Sehgal, Sr. 
Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Economics, Univer-
sity of Jammu; Dr. Neetu Dhar, 
Chief Coordinator and Master 
Trainer, JKDCUL and Dr. Rewa 
Khajuria, Counsellor, EIAB, 
DLL, JU.

In her welcoming address, 
Prof. Rajshree Dhar, Principal 

of the college highlighted the 
importance and  necessity of 
such programmes for the stu-
dents. She appreciated the role 
of Career Counselling Cell in 
organising career awareness 
programmes.

She stressed upon students to 
take benefits of such  activities 
which can shape their career 
and lead them to a path of suc-
cess.

Dr. Shallu Sehgal, in her pre-

sentation, apprised the stu-
dents about self-employment 
opportunities  under New India 
Regime and characteristics and 
benefits of self-employed. She 
also explained in detail various 
government schemes available 
for the students and advised 
them to keep working hard till 
the goal is achieved.

Dr. Neetu Dhar in her presen-
tation, explained to the students 
the contributors to personality 

and the way forward. She also 
gave insight of the factors that 
boost the confidence in  choos-
ing the right path.

Dr. Rewa Khajuria, Counsel-
lor, EIAB, DLL, JU highlighted 
the importance of  career coun-
selling to the students and moti-
vated them to join these pro-
grammes.

Prof. Shahima Akhtar, Con-
venor, Career Counselling Cell 
of the College in her address, 
appraised the students about 
various activities being con-
ducted by the Career Counsel-
ling Cell of GDC, Purmandal.

She also advised the students 
to take part in such programmes 
which can help them choose the 
right career.

The faculty members of the 
college along with 53 students 
attended the programme. The 
whole programme was conduct-
ed by Prof. Shahima Akhtar. 
She also presented the final 
vote of thanks.

DLL organizes workshop on Career Planning after 
Graduation at GDC Purmandal

I have appeared in class 
8th year 2020 roll number 
8700938 /annual, class 
10th year 2022 roll number 
160042050 /annual, class 
11th year 2023 roll number 
260031061 /through the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Educa-
tion. Due to error com-
mitted by the concerned 
School parents.my fathers 
name wrongly written-
Rakesh Verma instead 
of Rakesh Kumar Verma. 
Now I have applied for 
correction/ recitification 
of error before the joint 
certificate,JD theJandk-
Board of School Educa-
tion Rehari colony jammu. 
If any person have any objection in this regard, may 
filethe same in theoffice of the joint secretary certifi-
cate, JD, with in7 days from the date of issuance of this 
notice. After the expiry of the saidperiod.no objection 
shall be entertained. This is published for the informa-
tion of the general public.

Name - Bhoomi Verma
Father’s name- Rakesh Kumar Verma

Mother’s name -Sheetal Verma
Adress-house number 80 Sector 6 street 13 Nanak    

Nagar Jammu    

NOTICE

Sonaad Gupta has 
applied for the reg-
istration of Vilagio 
Movements Home 
Stay at Pillar No 22, 
Canal Road, Jammu 
to the Tourism Depart-
ment Jammu. Anybody 
having objection may 
file the same to the 
Tourism Department 
Jammu within 7 days 
from the date of publi-
cation of this notice.

Sonaad Gupta
S/o Kuldeep Gupta

Canal Road, Jammu

NOTICE

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Aug 23: 
Army Wives Welfare 
Association (AWWA) 
for short is an associa-
tion that works to sup-
port and augment the 
official welfare within 
the Indian Army, focus-
ing primarily on the 
welfare of families, chil-
dren and widows of all 
ranks including those of 
retired personnel of the 
Army.  It is aptly called 
the invisible hand that 
shapes the punch of the 
Indian Army.

The association was 
officially registered as 
a Welfare Society with 
the Registrar of Societ-
ies, Delhi Administration 

on 23 Aug 1966.  Since 
its inception AWWA 
has grown in its scope 
and reach and today it 
stands proud as one 
of the largest NGOs in 
India.

The run up events 
which included Health 
check-ups, lectures 
on preventive health, 

Entrepreneurs work-
shop, Hunar Haat, Veer 
Nari felicitation and per-
formance by Cultural 
Troupe from Ministry 
of Culture culminated 
in the commemorative 
event on the theme 
“On the Path to trans-
formation”, presided 
over by Sunita Dwivedi, 

the Regional President 
AWWA, Northern Com-
mand.

She presented the 
AWWA Excellence and 
Polaris awards to the 
achievers in the field of 
Women Empowerment, 
community outreach, 
education of women & 
children, green initiative 

and health & wellness.
Sunita Dwivedi inter-

acted with station 
ladies and exchanged 
thoughts for a better and 
healthy future ahead. 
She urged them to carry 
on with the indomitable 
spirits of Nari Shakti and 
keep the flag of Indian 
Army flying high.

AWWA Day celebration by Northern Comd
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MUMBAI, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Equity 
benchmark indices 
began the trade on a 
bright note on Wednes-
day but later pared their 
gains to quote lower 
amid mixed global 
market trends and con-
tinuous foreign fund 
outflows.

The BSE Sensex 
climbed 216.07 points 
to 65,436.10 in the early 
trade. The NSE Nifty 
gained 53.75 points to 
19,450.20.

Later, both the bench-
mark indices pared 
their early gains and 
were trading in the 
negative territory. The 
BSE benchmark quoted 
76.55 points lower at 

65,143.48 and the Nifty 
traded at 19,376.35, 
down 20.1 points.

From the Sensex pack, 
Tata Steel, Axis Bank, 
JSW Steel, Infosys, Tata 
Consultancy Services, 
Reliance Industries, 
UltraTech Cement and 
NTPC were the major 
gainers.

Jio Financial Servic-
es, Bharti Airtel, ITC, 

Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
IndusInd Bank and 
Mahindra & Mahindra 
were among the lag-
gards.

In Asian markets, 
Tokyo and Hong Kong 
were quoting in the 
green while Seoul and 
Shanghai traded lower.

The US markets ended 
on a mixed note on 
Tuesday.

Markets pare early gains; 
trade lower amid continuous 

foreign fund outflows
NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agen-

cies): Oral and personal care 
specialist Colgate-Palmolive 
said that the rural market was 
showing early signs of recov-
ery, raising hopes of an end to 
the prolonged slump that has 
gripped India’s rural market 
since the Covid-19 pandemic.

Speaking at the company’s 
investors meet on Wednesday, 
Prabha Narasimhan, manag-
ing director and chief executive 
officer said that the company is 
aiming to increase its consump-
tion by changing consumer 
behaviour. In the long run, the 
company aimed to drive up its 
volume-based growth in the 
oral category. 

The company’s new CEO 
seemed optimistic about cap-
turing the immense potential of 
rural markets, pointed out ana-
lysts. “One year into Prabha 
Narasimhan’s tenure as its 
CEO, the Colgate India organ-
isation seems more charged-up, 
though real results are yet to be 
seen. Plus, the rural factor is still 
not all that clear, in our view,” 
said analysts from JM Financial 
after attending the event. 

“The market got excited with 

Colgate’s April-June quarter 
results which led to a nearly 9% 
rally in the stock price but we are 
not sure if that level of growth is 
repeatable soon,” they added. 

In the investor’s meet, the 
company highlighted various 
of its measures taken to drive 
growth in both the toothpaste 
and toothbrush sectors while 
tapping the rural market. 

In the meeting, the country’s 
largest oral care company high-
lighted that the rural per capita 
toothpaste consumption stood 
just at 0.6 times the national 
average. 55% of the rural con-
sumers did not brush even once 
a day and only 20% of the urban 
households brushed twice a 
day.  Under its digital initiatives, 
the company aims to increase 
its market share by improving 
the process of digitalization and 
better product assortments. 

Colgate has made rapid 
strides with its AI-led assortment 
tool ‘Smile stores’. The AI-based 
image recognition tool provides 
store-level customized service. 

In a well-penetrated oral care 
category, Colgate aims to drive 
premiumization through sci-
ence-based superior products. 

The company highlighted its 
Colgate Active Salt brand as 
doing exceptionally well in the 
South and East Indian markets. 

The company has revamped 
Colgate Total and the initial 
response has been encourag-
ing which was evident with its 
double-digit growth.

Colgate Strong Teeth is grow-
ing in double digits and added 
over 2 lakh total distribution 
points. The company has its 
products displayed in over 17 
lakh outlets directly. 

The company would continue 
to drive up the premiumization 
of its brand by capturing the 
market with its emerging cate-
gories of kid’s toothpaste, whit-
ening and electric toothbrushes. 

The company told investors 
that its MaxFresh toothpaste 
helped it penetrate the market 
by increasing its growth by two 
times. With the launch of Vis-
ible White and a few other prod-
ucts, the company is aiming to 
expand its oral beauty range. 

Colgate believes that it can 
gain a share from Ayurvedic/
naturals segment as it doubles 
down on its science-backed 
superior efficacy products.

Colgate has also launched a 
whitening pen (Rs 1,499 con-
sumer price), which offers a 
long-lasting (6 months) whit-
ening effect after 7-14 days of 
application.

Colgate is stepping away from 
product bundling as it tends to 
reduce the perceived value of

Toothbrushes. 
The company will dive into 

more personal care products 
under the Palmolive umbrella— 
the only non-oral care brand 
currently in its India portfolio- 
with the focus mostly on body 
and hand wash. 

In the toothbrush category, 
urban consumers replace their 
brush every six months while 
rural consumers replace it every 
15 months vs. the recommenda-
tion every 23

Months.
The company said growth in 

body wash is expected to reach 
Rs 10 billion in the next two 
years. 

Personal care is a strategic 
bet for the company, and it is 
looking to ramp up mainstream 
media advertising spending on 
Palmolive to drive growth.

Colgate-Palmolive sees early signs of rural revival, 
remains optimistic about growth

The BSE Sensex climbs 216.07 points to 65,436.10 in 
the early trade

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agen-
cies): Telecom service provider 
Vodafone Idea is planning to 
pay dues of Rs 2,400 to the gov-
ernment by September 2023, 
according to a report. The telco 
recently cleared pending dues 
of licence fees and spectrum 
usage charges of about Rs 450 
crore for the March quarter of 
2022-23.

Last week, the telco informed 
in an exchange filing that one of 
its promoters is ready to infuse 
Rs 2,000 crore in the event of 
any fund requirement for meet-
ing its impending payment obli-
gation to the Department of 
Telecommunication (DoT). 

The company also announced 
that DoT requested to defer its 
annual 5G spectrum purchased 

instalment by a month, and it 
was ready to pay the interest on 
the amount. The telco, in a letter 
to the government, proposed to 
pay an instalment of Rs 1,680 
crore, which was due on August 
17, 2023.

According to the report, the 
company has sought 30 days 

to clear the spectrum payment, 
and the company is also gear-
ing up to clear the licence fee 
payment by September. The 
late payment of the spectrum 
instalment will attract a 15 per 
cent interest rate on an annual 
basis. 

The company will have to pay 

nearly Rs 1,700 crore for spec-
trum instalments and about Rs 
710 crore for licence fee dues 
with interest. The total amount 
pending to be cleared by Sep-
tember is over Rs 2,400 crore. 
In its earnings report for April to 
June 2023, the company posted 
a loss of Rs 7,840 crore. How-
ever, its average revenue per 
user (ARPU) increased by 3 per 
cent sequentially to Rs 139.

The company stated that its 
4G customer base grew from 
122.6 million to 122.9 mil-
lion compared to the previous 
quarter. During this quarter, 
the company lost 4.5 million 
mobile subscribers, bringing its 
user base to 221.4 million as of 
June 2023.

Cash-strapped Vodafone Idea to pay dues of 
Rs 2,400 crore to govt by September

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agencies): As 
the power demand touched a new high 
in August due to faulty monsoon, coal 
minister Pralhad Joshi assured that 
there is sufficient stock of coal in the 
country.  The minister, in a tweet, said 
nearly 80 million tonnes (MT) of coal is 
available with thermal power plants and 
Coal India Limited.

“In view of the surge in power demand 
across the country, took stock of coal 
production and offtake in a meeting 
with senior officials of the coal ministry. 

The country has sufficient coal stock, 
almost 80 MT coal is available with 
thermal power plants and Coal India,” 
tweeted the minister on Tuesday.  

During the meeting, the minister also 
deliberated on boosting coal transpor-
tation via the rail-sea-rail route.

According to the Grid Controller of 
India, the maximum power demand met 
on August 21, 2023, is 205981 MW and 
the peak shortage was 9109 MW. 

However, the maximum demand met 
on August 17 was 234 GW, the highest 
ever on record. In May 2023, the maxi-
mum demand was met at 221.7 GW. 

The reason for the jump in power 
demand in August is sultry weather and 
the requirement for irrigation as some 
parts received less rainfall. Accord-
ing to government data, coal stocks 
at power plants declined to 32 million 
tonnes from 34.9 million tonnes in the 
first 20 days of August.

Centre says India’s coal stock 
‘sufficient’ to meet power demand

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agencies): As the govern-
ment introduced the much-awaited Bharat New Car 
Assessment Programme (Bharat NCAP), India’s larg-
est carmaker Maruti Suzuki said it will initially provide 
Baleno, Brezza and Grand Vitara models for crash 
tests.

“Any car that is launched in India follows the manda-
tory safety standards set by the government and is 
therefore safe. For consumers seeking extra safety 
or manufacturers offering extra safety features, the 
Bharat NCAP system is an authentic and objective 
rating system to empower the customer to make an 
informed choice,” said Rahul Bharti, executive officer, 
corporate affairs, Maruti Suzuki India.

It will be important to see how much MSIL scores in 
the Bharat NCAP as the company models have scored 
low ratings in the Global NCAP tests. One of MSIL’s 
selling cars, WagonR, had scored 1 star (out of five 
stars) while other models such as AltoK10, Swift and 
S-Presso have ratings of 2 and 3 stars.  Besides MSIL 
cars, Hyundai Motor India (HMIL) models have also 
received underwhelming safety ratings in the Global 
NCAP with most models scoring two and three stars.

“We welcome the Bharat NCAP safety initiative by 
the government of India and believe this effort will 
raise safety standards, empower consumers with vital 
information, and make Indian roads safer for all,” said 
Unsoo Kim, Managing Director and CEO, of Hyundai 
Motor India. The Korean carmaker will supply three 
models initially for crash tests.

Mahindra & Mahindra and Tata Motors, the two home-
grown companies that have received high ratings in 
Global NCAP, welcomed the new initiative but did not 
say which models will be sent for the new tests. Tata 
Motors’ Nexon and Punch, and Mahindra’s XUV300, 
Scorpio-N and XUV700 have a five-star Global NCAP 
safety rating. Mahindra’s popular Thar has received 
four stars. Bharat NCAP has already received requests 
to test 30 models from automakers ahead of its launch 
on October 1st, 2023z.

Maruti Suzuki’s Baleno, 
Brezza, Grand Vitara to 
undergo crash tests

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 
(Agencies): High levels 
of exposure to the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus may 
reduce or overcome the 
protection that Covid-
19 vaccination and 
prior infection provides, 
according to a study 
conducted in the US.

The findings, pub-
lished recently in the 
journal Nature Com-
munications, suggest 
that in densely crowded 
settings, control mea-
sures that reduce levels 
of exposure to the virus 
-- such as masking, 

improved ventilation, 
and distancing -- may 
afford additional benefit 
in preventing new infec-
tions among people who 
have been vaccinated or 
previously infected.

The study was per-
formed to understand 
whether the immunity 
gained after vaccination 
or a prior infection was 
less effective or “leaky” 
in situations where 
people are exposed to 
high levels of the virus.

“It’s really hard to find a 
population, such as the 
residents of the Con-

necticut Department of 
Correction, where we 
know the type of expo-
sure somebody has and 

we know their vaccina-
tion and prior infection 
status,” said Margaret 
Lind, lead author of the 

research paper, and an 
associate research sci-
entist at Yale University, 
US.

The researchers 
tracked infect ions 
among 15,444 resi-
dents of Connecticut 
correctional facilities 
between June 2021 
and May 2022, when 
the state experienced 
two epidemic waves 
due to the emergence 
of the Covid-19 Delta 
and Omicron variants.

They also determined 
which people had resid-

ed with a Covid-19-pos-
itive cellmate and, as a 
result, had high expo-
sure to the Covid-19 
virus.

The study found 
that during the Delta 
and Omicron epidem-
ic waves, immunity 
acquired after a vacci-
nation, prior infection, 
and both vaccination 
and infection (hybrid 
immunity) was weaker 
when residents were 
residing with an infected 
inmate. 

High levels of exposure to Covid virus may reduce 
protection from vaccination, prior infection: Study

The findings were published recently in the journal Nature Communications

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 (Agen-
cies): A new study offers 
insight into the cognitive 
decline of normal ageing, 
shedding light on how ageing 
contributes to neurodegen-
erative conditions such as 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s 
diseases. Most of us who have 
reached their middle age must 
have experienced a slowing 
memory and cognition. Until 
now, scientists did not have a 
clear picture of the molecular 
changes that take place in the 
brain to cause it.

Now, a study on mice has 
determined that the most pro-
nounced changes occur in the 
white matter, a type of nervous 
system tissue that is integral 
to transmitting signals across 
the brain.

The study that identified a 
gene “fingerprint” for brain 
ageing also examined two 
treatments — caloric restric-

tion and infusions of plasma 
from young mice — that affect 
certain regions of the brain, 
with the plasma appearing to 
slow the age-related memory 
decline.

In many neurodegenerative 
diseases, certain areas of the 
brain are more vulnerable to 
damage, but there was a lack 
of clarity on the exact reason.

 “I saw this study as a way to 
explain that somewhat mys-
terious regional vulnerability,” 
said Tony Wyss-Coray, PhD, 

a neurology professor who 
led the study that examined 
gene expression in different 
regions of the mouse brain as 
it matures.

This study by Stanford scien-
tists was published on August 
16 in Cell journal.

The research team sampled 
15 regions in both hemi-
spheres of the brains of 59 
female and male mice aged 
3 to 27 months. They identi-
fied and ranked the top genes 
expressed by cells found in 
each region of the brain and 
identified 82 genes that are 
found frequently and vary in 
concentration in 10 or more 
regions.

The team used these genes 
to develop a common ageing 
score, assessing how gene 
activity in different regions of 
the brain change with age.

The researchers found that 
white matter, which is found 

deep in the brain and con-
tains nerve fibres protected 
by white-coloured myelin, 
showed the earliest and most 
pronounced changes in gene 
expression for mice 12 and 
18 months old. According to 
Wyss-Coray, these mice are 
about as old, in mouse years, 
as a person in their 50s.

Past work has shown that 
ageing disrupts an otherwise 
stable gene expression pat-
tern in the brain, turning on 
genes that regulate inflamma-
tion and the immune response, 
and turning off genes respon-
sible for protein and collagen 
synthesis. The inflammation 
and immune response affect 
the integrity of the myelin 
sheath, the insulation layer 
around nerves responsible for 
transmitting signals across the 
brain.

 “White matter has been 
a rather neglected area in 

ageing research, which usu-
ally focuses on the neuron-
dense regions like the cortex 
or hippocampus,” Hahn said. 
“The fact that white matter is 
emerging in our data as an 
area of particular vulnerability 
to ageing opens up new and 
intriguing hypotheses.” Inter-
ventions to slow the genetic 
shift that leads to the decline 
in specific regions of the brain 
could be beneficial in address-
ing neurodegenerative disease 
as well as the general decline 
associated with ageing.

During the study, the team 
explored two interventions — 
caloric restriction and injec-
tions of plasma from young 
mice — to evaluate whether 
they protected against the 
region-specific shifts in gene 
expression. Each intervention 
began when the mice were 
19 months old and lasted four 
weeks.

New study identifies gene ‘fingerprint’ for brain ageing, 
sheds light on memory decline
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Hours after tweeting about 
Heath Streak’s death, Henry 
Olonga confirms Zimbabwe 
cricket great is alive

HARARE, Aug 23 
(Agencies): Former 
Zimbabwean cricketer 
Henry Olonga has put 
to rest the speculations 
surrounding the sup-
posed demise of fellow 
cricketing legend Heath 
Streak. Hours after 
tweeting about Streak’s 
death, Olonga shared 
that Streak is indeed 
alive and well, contra-
dicting his earlier tweet.

In an attempt to clear 
the air and dispel any 
false information, 
Olonga took to Twitter 
to share the update. 
He stated, “I can con-
firm that rumours of the 
demise of Heath Streak 
have been greatly exag-
gerated. I just heard 
from him. The third 
umpire has called him 
back. He is very much 

alive folks.”
“Sad news coming 

through that Heath 
Streak has crossed to 
the other side. RIP Zim-
babwe cricket legend,” 
Olonga had earlier 
posted on messaging 
platform X, formerly 
known as Twitter.

Alongside this reassur-
ing message, Olonga 
also shared a screen-
shot of his recent con-
versation with Streak on 
WhatsApp. It is impera-
tive to note that these 
conflicting reports may 
have caused confusion 
and concern among 
cricket enthusiasts.

The news of Streak’s 
apparent death had 
spread rapidly, causing 
distress among fans and 
fellow cricketers alike. 
Nonetheless, with Olon-

ga’s update, the cloud of 
uncertainty surrounding 
Streak’s well-being has 
been lifted.

Streak was one of Zim-
babwe’s most recog-
nised players, appear-
ing in 65 Tests and 189 
ODIs, accumulating 
4933 runs and collect-
ing 455 wickets across 
all forms.

Streak is the first Zim-
babwean player to have 
scored 1000 runs and 
taken 100 wickets in 
Tests, as well as 2000 
runs and 2000 wickets 
in ODIs.

Streak’s family had 
already stated that the 
legendary cricketer 
was battling illness and 
receiving treatment.

“Heath has cancer and 
is undergoing treatment 
under one of the most 
respected oncologists in 
South Africa,” his family 
said in a statement at 
the time.

“He remains in good 
spirits and will continue 
to fight this disease in a 
similar vein to that which 
his opponents faced 
during his revered days 
on the cricket field.”

CHENNAI, Aug 23 (Agencies): 
The glint in R Nagalakshmi’s 
eyes and that disarming smile 
standing in a corner of a room 
while watching her son ace the 
battle of 64 squares has been 
one of the most photogenic 
moments of R Praggnanand-
haa’s dream run during the 
ongoing FIDE World Cup in 
Baku.

The 18-year-old Praggnanand-
haa, who forced a stalemate 
in 35 moves against five-
time world champion Magnus 
Carlsen in the first game of their 
summit clash today, had none 
other than the iconic Gary Kasp-
arov acknowledging the Indian 
Grandmaster’s mother’s role, 
which was akin to his own play-
ing days.

The Indian sporting scenario 
is replete with examples of par-
ents, who have had massive 
influence in shaping their chil-
dren’s career.

Just like three-and-a-half 
decades back, the photograph 
of a young Viswanathan Anand 
playing chess while seated on 
a swing with his mother Sushila 
left a lasting impression, the 
satisfaction that was writ large 
on Nagalakshmi’s face after 
Praggnanandhaa’s win over 
Arjun Erigaisi won’t be forgot-
ten either.

“I must credit my wife, who 
accompanies them to tourna-
ments and is very supportive. 
She takes great care (of the 
two),” Rameshbabu, the proud 

father told agency during an 
interaction from his Chennai 
residence.

A bank employee, Ramesh-
babu never had too much idea 
about chess before he decid-
ed that his children, daughter 
Vaishali and son Praggnanand-
haa, need to cut down on

watching television.
“We had introduced Vaishali 

to chess so as to cut down on 
her TV viewing habits as a child. 
As it happened, the two children 
liked the game and decided 
to pursue it,” Rameshbabu 
recalled. “We are happy that the 
two are enjoying playing chess 
and also doing well thanks to 
their passion for chess.”

For the record, Vaishali, a 
woman GM, is also one of the 
most reputed young players on 
the international circuit.

While he talks to his wife and 
son every day, he didn’t get a 
chance after Praggnanandhaa’s 
victory over world No. 3 Fabiano 

Caruana in a marathon match.
“I talk to him and my wife regu-

larly. But, I could not speak to 
him yesterday. He must have 
been tired after the marathon 
match against Caruana. I am 
very happy that he was able 
beat a top player like Caruana 
in a tense match,” he said.

Meanwhile, Praggnanand-
haa’s first coach Thiyagarajan, 
who runs the Bloom Chess 
Academy in the city, is overjoyed 
at the player’s phenomenal rise.

“He (Praggnanandhaa) came 
to me when he was four-and-
a-half years old and his sister 
(Vaishali) was 7. I knew back 
then that he was a special 
talent. He was very quick to 
grasp things,” he said of his 
ward, who became a GM at the 
age of 12 years in June 2018. 
“They used to train at the acad-
emy for hours and then go back 
home and play and work again,” 
he added.

Strong defence is Praggu’s 

hallmark
R Praggnanandhaa’s ability to 

defend seamlessly in pressure 
situations and the deductive 
mind to quickly gauge his oppo-
nents’ weakness is the hallmark 
of a world class player, national 
coach M Shyam Sundar said.

According to GM Sundar, who 
is in Baku, Praggnanandhaa 
has an all-round game. “One of 
his biggest strengths is his abil-
ity to defend bad positions even 
against the absolute elite. His 
calculation abilities are excellent 
and he can confidently convert 
better positions to a win,” he 
said.

Most importantly, Prag-
gnanandhaa is good in all for-
mats, he reckons.

“I believe that’s one of the key 
factors that helped him reach 
the finals (here)! Pragg has very 
strong family support. The posi-
tive energy is definitely a bliss 
for him,” he said.

The emergence of a bunch 
of talented youngsters and a 
healthy competition among 
them is also making the players 
excel, he feels.

“It is heartening to see the 
growth of guys like D Gukesh, 
Pragg, Arjun Erigaisi, Nihal 
Sarin, etc. There is healthy 
competition among them and 
they keep excelling. Hoping to 
see these stars consistently per-
form well and inspire many more 
to take up the sport,” Sundar 
added.

Chess World Cup: Mother’s pride makes father’s day
Rameshbabu highlights importance of wife Nagalakshmi in Praggnanandhaa’s career

NEW DELHI, Aug 23 
(Agencies): The Sports 
Ministry ’s Mission 
Olympic Cell (MOC) 
has cleared wres-
tlers Bajrang Punia 
and Deeepak Punia’s 
proposals to miss the 
World Championships 
trials and train abroad till 
the Asian Games, after 
receiving desired fitness 
certificates from the two 
athletes.

The Sports Authority 
of India (SAI) wanted 
Olympic-medallist wres-
tler Bajrang to attend 
the trials for the World 
Championships or pro-
vide fitness certificate, 
if he wants exemption 
from this week’s exer-
cise in Patiala.

Bajrang wanted to skip 
the trials for the World 
Championships on 
August 25 and 26 and 
train at a foreign location 
to prepare for the Asian 
Games in Hangzhou 
beginning September 
23.

Bajrang, one of the 
six wrestlers to sit in 
protest at the Jantar 
Mantar against outgoing 
WFI chief Brij Bhushan 

Sharan Singh, and Com-
monwealth Games gold-
medal winner Deepak 
Punia (86kg), are not 
keen to compete in the 
World Championships in 
Belgrade from Septem-
ber 16, and instead want 
to undergo long training 
stints to prepare of the 
Asian Games.

“On 18th August 
Bajrang’s proposal to 
train in Kyrgyzstan from 
21st August to 28th Sep-
tember (39 days) along 
with coach, strength 
& conditioning expert, 

physiotherapist and 
sparring partner was 
put up for discussion in a 
wrestling sub-committee 
meeting, where Olympi-
an Deepak Punia’s pro-
posal for training camp 
in Russia from 23rd 
August to 28th Sep-
tember (35 days) along 
with his coach & phys-
iotherapist was also dis-
cussed,” the SAI said in 
a statement on Tuesday.

“During the discussion, 
the committee gave in-
principal approval to 
both Bajrang and Deep-

ak’s proposal subject 
to providing a fitness 
certificate before going 
abroad along with a jus-
tifiable reason for not 
participating in Senior 
World Championship 
Trials.

“Following this, Bajrang 
vide email on August 
19th gave his reasons 
for not participating in 
World Championships 
trials. Additionally, medi-
cal fitness assessment 
was conducted by SAI 
on August 21st at NCOE 
Sonepat wherein he 
has been declared fit to 
play/train in competitive 
sports,” it said.

“Meanwhile, Deepak 
has also submitted his 
response and medical 
certificate on August 
22nd. As the two have 
submitted the requi-
site documents, SAI 
has now requested the 
athletes to provide the 
dates for their travel. 
The tickets for the same 
will be booked on the 
first available flight as 
soon as their response 
is received.”

While Bajrang has 
sent a proposal to train 

in Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan 
(August 21-Septem-
ber 28), Deepak, on 
the other hand, wants 
to train in Khasavyurt 
(Russia) for five weeks 
(August 23 to Septem-
ber 28) to prepare for 
the Asian Games.

The World Champion-
ships is the first quali-
fication tournament for 
the 2024 Paris Olym-
pic Games and SAI is 
unhappy that two of the 
country’s top wrestlers 
want to skip the trials 
and the showpiece 
event.

While Bajrang, the 
65kg grappler, who won 
the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics bronze, has also 
demanded physiothera-
pist Anuj Gupta, person-
al coach Sujeet Maan, 
strength and condition-
ing expert Kaazi Kiron 
Mustafa Hasan and 
sparring partner Jitender 
Kinha to accompa-
ny him, Deepak has 
requested the services 
of coach Kamal Malikov 
and physiotherapist 
Shubham Gupta for the 
training stints.

Bajrang, Deepak Punia to skip World 
Championships trials after Sports Ministry 
clears foreign training proposal

BUDAPEST, Aug 23 (Agencies): 
National record holder 100m hurdler 
Jyothi Yarraji failed to qualify for the 
semifinals of the World Athletics Cham-
pionships as she finished seventh in 
her heat in yet another disappointing 
performance for India here.

The 23-year-old Yarraji clocked 13.05 
seconds—well below her national 
record of 12.78s—to finish seventh in 
heat number four and 29th overall.

The first four finishers in each of the 
five heats and the four other fastest 
athletes (24 in total) qualified for the 
semifinals.

The last semifinals qualifier clocked 
12.92s.

Tokyo Olympics silver medallist 
Kendra Harrison of USA led the semifi-
nal qualifiers with world season leading 
time of 12.24 seconds.

Krishan Kumar also failed to make 
it to the men’s 800m semifinals after 
finishing seventh in his heat with a time 
of one minute 50.36 seconds. He has a 
personal best of 1:45.88.

The first three finishers in each of the 
seven heats and the three other fastest 
athletes (24 in total) qualified for the 
men’s 800, semifinals.

Reigning Asian champion Yarraji was 
expected to at least qualify for the semi-
finals, but she failed to live up to the 
expectations in her first World Cham-
pionships.

She had become the first Indian to 

win gold in women’s 100m hurdles in 
the Asian Championships last month.

Indian athletes have disappointed so 
far in the world championships here.

On the opening day, national record 
holder 3000m steeplechaser Avinash 
Sable failed to qualify for the final round 
after finishing a disappointing seventh 
in his heat race.

Three Indians brought up the rear in 
the men’s 20km race walk final while 
young Shaili Singh also failed to make 
it to the women’s long jump final.

Ajay Kumar Saroj ran his personal 
best of three minutes 38.24 seconds 
in men’s 1500m heats but that was not 
enough to qualify for the semifinals, 
while none of the three Indians in the 
men’s triple jump—Praveen Chithravel, 
Eldhose Paul and Abdulla Abooback-
er—made it to the final round.

Santhosh Kumar Tamilarasan and 
Sarvesh Anil Kushare had crashed out 
in the 400m hurdles heat race and high 
jump qualification round respectively.

World Athletics Championships: 
Disappointment for India as 
Jyothi Yarraji fails to qualify for 
100m hurdles semis

CAPE TOWN, Aug 23 (Agen-
cies): South Africa became the 
latest country to provide equal 
pay across genders after they 
announced all their cricketers 
would receive the same match 
fees for international matches 
according to the ICC. The Pro-
teas join New Zealand and 
India as countries that have 
announced pay parity across 
the genders. This decision 
comes on the back of the land-
mark announcement from the 
ICC earlier this year that saw 
equal prize money for men’s 
and women’s teams at ICC 
events.

The latest news from South 
Africa comes on the back of a 
highly successful 18 months for 
the SA national women’s team, 
which saw them reach the semi-
finals of the ICC Women’s Crick-
et World Cup in New Zealand 
in 2022 and then make it all the 

way through to the final of the 
ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 
earlier this year.

This was the first time in the 
history of SA cricket a senior 
team had reached the final of a 
World Cup.

Leading figures from cricket 
across the country gathered 
in Tshwane on Tuesday to 
announce an updated structure 
to their domestic women’s com-
petition and equal pay for both 
male and female players at the 
international level.

Teams in South Africa’s 
domestic competition will now 
be allowed to contract up to 11 
players - five more than the pre-
vious and will also be able to 
add more full-time coaches and 
support staff to their set-up.

Cricket South Africa CEO Pho-
letsi Moseki said the changes 
announced were an important 
stepping stone to build on the 

legacy provided from hosting 
the T20 World Cup earlier this 
year and will help further grow 
women’s cricket in the country.

“We are thrilled to unveil the 
Professional Women’s Cricket 
League, an initiative that cele-
brates the remarkable achieve-
ments of our national women’s 
cricket team and paves the way 
for an even brighter future,” 
Moseki said as quoted by ICC.

“The professionalisation of the 
women’s domestic structure 
aims to elevate the women’s 
cricketing landscape by provid-
ing a platform for local talent 
to shine, fostering a culture 
of sporting excellence, while 
inspiring the next generation 
of players. With the success 
of South African cricket on the 
global stage, we believe that this 
will be a steppingstone for local 
talent, creating an environment 

that fosters growth, resilience, 
and a deep love for the sport,” 
Moseki added.

“Professionalising the wom-
en’s domestic structure has 
been met with enthusiasm from 
fans, players, and sponsors 
alike. We call on brands to con-
tinue showing their support for 
women’s cricket, recognising 
the league’s potential to rede-
fine the narrative around women 
in sports in the country,” Moseki 
signed off.

The changes to match fees for 
South Africa’s women’s cricket-
ers will begin next month when 
they travel to Pakistan for a six-
match white-ball tour against the 
Asian side.

South Africa will play three 
T20Is in Karachi from Septem-
ber 1 and then a further three 
50-over contests in the same 
city from September 8.

Cricket South Africa Announces Equal Match 
Fees Across Genders

DÜSSELDORF, Aug 23 (Agencies): 
The Indian junior women’s hockey team 
put up a strong performance against 
Spain, winning 2-1 in the 4 Nations 
Tournament-Dusseldorf 2023 here.

Annu (21’) and Sakshi Rana (47’) 
scored a goal each for India. For Spain, 
Lima Teresa (23’) was on target.

The first quarter started with the action 
unfolding on both ends of the pitch. 
India got off the blocks with the intent 
to attack in the first quarter but solid 
defending by Spain kept the scores 
level.

With scores levelled, the second 

quarter started with a high tempo. India 
upped the ante in an attempt to take the 
lead and it paid off. Annu (21’) broke 
the deadlock in the 21st minute as she 
found the back of the net scoring a fine 
field goal.

However, Spain hit back immediately 
through Lima Teresa (23’) with a field 
goal to level the score 1-1 at the end 
of the second quarter. Going into half-
time, the score was 1-1.

The third quarter saw no goals with 
top defending from both sides. In the 
fourth quarter, in an attempt to take the 
lead, India started making attacking 
moves.

Sakshi Rana (47’) scored a fine field 
goal in the final quarter of the match 
to give India the lead. Following that, 
Spain launched a counter-attack in 
search of an equaliser, but the Indian 
team held firm to prevent any late goals, 
and the match ended with the Indian 
Junior Women’s Hockey Team winning 
2-1. 

4 Nations Tournament: Clinical 
Indian junior women’s hockey 
team defeats Spain 2-1
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23:  The 
stubborn and dictato-
rial stand of the govern-
ment on the demand to 
remove the toll plaza 
at Sarore on the NH-4 
National Highway is vis-
ible as a well-planned 
conspiracy to divert 
attention from the main 
issues, said by  Shiv 
Sena (UBT) state chief 
Manish Sahni.

Addressing a press 
conference held at 
Party’s Central Office in 
Jammu, Manish Sahni 
President Shiv Sena 
J&K said that it is dis-
tressing to witness the 
helplessness surround-
ing the removal of a toll 
plaza, while just a while 
ago, the same govern-
ment managed to abro-
gate Article 370 and 
Article 35A in one swift 
motion.

Quest ioning the 
silence of the BJP lead-
ers, Sahni said that the 
BJP government at the 
Centre, the head of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 

the former BJP leader, 
where is the problem?

Expressing his con-
cerns, Sahni stated that 
there seems to be a sin-
ister plot to divert public 
attention from the core 
issues such as smart 
prepaid meters, prop-
erty tax, rising addic-
tion rates, inflation, 
and unemployment, 
by focusing on the toll 
plaza matter.

He further stressed 
that since the construc-
tion of the National 
Highway-44 Lakhanpur 
to Jammu road is pend-
ing, and public facilities 
are lacking, toll collec-

tion should be halted.
In line with this 

demand, the youth lead-
ers of the Yuva Rajput 
Sabha were peacefully 
protesting. However, the 
decision to use police 
force to suppress the 
protests and detain the 
leaders has only fueled 
the fire, he said.

Sahni highlighted that 
the administration's arbi-
trary actions and author-
itarianism are escalat-
ing. The burden on the 
public, struggling with 
economic hardships, is 
continuously increasing. 
He mentioned that the 
public eagerly await-

ing elections in J&K, 
aiming to teach a lesson 
to those who betrayed 
their trust.

Sahni appealed to the 
public to support the 
state-wide movement 
for toll-free Jammu and 
Kashmir, free electric-
ity and water, and the 
rollback of property tax. 
He urged the citizens to 
unite for this cause.

Among those who 
were present in the 
press conference 
include Vice President 
Balwant Singh, San-
jeev Kohli, President 
Kamghar wing Raj 
Singh were present.

Conspiracy to divert attention from core issues 
through Toll Plaza controversy: Shiv Sena

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU,  Aug 23: 
Employment Infor-
mation cum Advisory 
Bureau, Department of 
Lifelong Learning, Uni-
versity of Jammu orga-
nized a career counsel-
ling  workshop on “Plan 
your future” for the stu-
dents of GDC, Kunjwani 
here on Friday.

The workshop was 
inaugurated by the 
principal of the col-
lege Dr. Ravender 
Kumar Tickoo.  He in 
his inaugural address 
expressed the dire 
need for career coun-
seling programmes 
for the students as it 

helps to build a strong 
foundation for students 
at the college level as 
jobs are shrinking. He 
further added that it 
not only helps students 
to become indepen-
dent thinkers but also 
encourages them to 
plan for their future as 
self employed. He also 
appreciated the efforts 
of Department of Life-
long Learning to orga-
nise such workshop for 
their students.

The programme 
was organised under 
the supervision of Dr. 
Jeevan Jyoti, Director, 
Department of Lifelong 
Learning, University of 
Jammu.

The special resource 
persons were Dr. Shallu 
Sehgal, Sr. Assistant 
Professor, Department 
of Economics, Universi-
ty of Jammu, Dr. Neetu 
Dhar, Chief Co-ordina-
tor and Master Trainer, 
JKDCUL and Dr. Rewa 
Khajuria , Counsellor , 
EIAB, DLL, JU.

Dr. Shallu Sehgal, 
in her presentation, 
apprised the students 
about Entrepreneurship 
growth and Competi-
tiveness. She also gave 
detailed information on 
start ups and various 
schemes available.

Dr. Neetu Dhar in her 
presentation, explained, 
in detail, to the students 

the effective and suc-
cessful Communication. 
She also highlighted 
the effective strategies 
for Interview with right 
body language.

Dr. Rewa Khajuria, 
Counsellor, EIAB, DLL, 
JU explained the impor-
tant steps of selecting a 
career to the students.

Around 79 students 
attended the workshop. 
Dr. Arti Gupta, Conve-
nor, Career Counselling 
Cell of the college coor-
dinated the workshop. 
Prof. Aashiq Hussain 
conducted the proceed-
ings of the programme 
and formal vote of 
thanks was given by 
Prof.  Bushra Nizami.

DLL organises career counselling 
workshop on Plan your future

TOP NEWS REPORT

PANCHARI, Aug 23: 
The Central Bureau of 
Communication (CBC), 
Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, 
Government of India, 
Field Office Udhampur 
on Wednesday organ-
ised a one day outreach 
program at Govt Higher 
Secondary School, 
Panchari in Udhampur 
district.

The program was 
organised on the theme 
of 9 Years: Seva, 
Sushasan and Garib 
Kalyan by CBC's Field 
Off ice, Udhampur 
to showcase India's 
matchless achieve-
ments in different fields 
during the last nine 
years. Information about 
various public welfare 
schemes of the govern-
ment especially those 
launched for the uplift-
ment of the tribal and 
other vulnerable sec-
tions of population was 
shared with the people 
through informative 
standees, expert lec-
tures and printed aware-
ness material.

Vipin Kumar, Tehsildar 
Panchari was the chief 
guest on the occasion.

In his presidential Vipin 
appreciated the CBC for 
taking the message of 
development to remote 
areas such as Panchari. 
Addressing the gather-
ing, Vipin presented 
detailed overview of the 
various Online Services 
of the Revenue Depart-
ment. He said that 
awareness about these 
public welfare schemes 
is of key importance for 
upliftment of poor and 
marginalised communi-
ties. Vipin appreciated 
the role of CBC Udham-

pur in organizing these 
outreach programmes 
especially in far flung 
areas.

Khursheed Yousuf, 
Field Publicity Officer, 
CBC Udhampur in his 
welcome address gave 
a detailed overview 
about the mandate and 
activities of CBC and 
briefed the audience 
about the programme.

He said that mass 
awareness about vari-
ous welfare schemes 
is important to ensure 
their successful imple-
mentation. He thanked 
the Tehsil adminstration, 
Panchari for the sup-

port and coordination in 
organising the program.

While addressing 
the gathering, Ankita 
from Health Depart-
ment, Panchari pre-
sented brief profile of 
the welfare Schemes of 
Government aimed for 
affordable and acces-
sible health for all.

Speaking on the 
National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, Sh. 
Angrez Singh, Lecturer 
, GHSS Panchari, said 
that NEP 2020) envi-
sions an education 
system rooted in Indian 
ethos that contributes 
directly to transforming 

India sustainably into 
an equitable and vibrant 
knowledge society, by 
providing high-quality 
education to all, and 
thereby making India a 
global knowledge super-
power.

Raj inder Kumar, 
Branch Head, SBI 
Panchari Spoke on the 
various social security 
Schemes and urged the 
youth to come forward 
and avail benefits of 
these welfare Schemes.

Principal GHSS Pan-
chari, Arunesh Kumar 
presented vote of 
Thanks at the end of 
the event.

Earlier a range of 
activities like Tug of 
War, Seminar, Patriotic 
Song and open quiz 
competition was organ-
ised during the event.

The one day pro-
gramme was also 
attended by the Naib 
Tehsildar Panchari, offi-
cials, Teachers, local 
PRIs and students. 
Gurnam Singh from 
CBC Udhampur coor-
dinated the day-long 
event.

CBC Udhampur organises Outreach 
program at Panchari

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: Col 
S.S Pathania, Presi-
dent Sainik Samaj 
Party (SSP), J&K UT 
expressed his anguish 
and concern on the 
issues of toll plazas and 
smart meters, being 
forced on people of 
Jammu region.

JPDCL and PDD 
have failed miserably 
in addressing the griev-
ances of the people, 
which includes frequent 
power cuts, exces-
sive billing, snapping 
of power and so on, he 
said adding that smart 
meters are being forced 

on people by using 
might of the UT.

Pathetic way of instal-
lation of meters, amidst 
the wire entanglement a 
great fire hazard, being 
completely ignored, he 
said.

“It is obvious that we 
are not yet ready for 

smart meters concept 
as only 5 states and one 
UT, is working on instal-
lation of smart meters 
in India. Jammu region 
has been gifted with 5 
toll plazas as compared 
to 1 in Kashmir region 
which is a clear cut 
case of appeasement of 
Kashmir people and dis-
crimination with people 
of Jammu region. 
Sarore toll plaza clear-
ly violates the norms 
of distance of 60 kms 
between two toll plazas. 
Gadkari in March 22 had 
stated that within three 
months, all such plazas 
violating distance norms 
will be closed within 

three months. Home 
Minister Amit Shah too 
stated few days back 
that Lakhanpur toll plaza 
will be closed till the 
state of road is improved 
as six lanes construction 
is on. Huge protests are 
taking place in Jammu, 
Samba and Kathua for 
closing of Sarore Plaza 
and release of members 
of Yuva Rajput Sabha, 
who were arrested and 
lodged in Police line 
Samba.

He urged Lt Gover-
nor to show restraint, 
release the detainees 
and close the Sarore 
Plaza, till the road con-
ditions are improved.

Save people of Jammu from double 
whammy of toll plazas, smart meters: SSP

TOP NEWS REPORT

HANDWARA, Aug 23:  The National 
Cadet Corps (NCC) unit at GDC Hand-
wara had the privilege of hosting a dis-
tinguished guest, Group Commander 
Brig KS Kalsi, who visited the cadets to 
address and interact with them.

Brig KS Kalsi brought with him a 
wealth of experience and insights from 
his illustrious career, inspiring the NCC 
cadets with his words of wisdom and 
encouragement.

The visit served as a unique oppor-
tunity for the cadets to learn from a 
seasoned leader in the NCC and gain 
valuable guidance on leadership, disci-
pline, and personal development.

During the interactive session, Brig 
KS Kalsi engaged in candid conver-
sations with the cadets. The cadets 
were enthralled by the Commander's 
motivational address, which instilled in 
them a renewed sense of commitment 
to their roles as future leaders of the 
nation.

Principal GDC Handwara, Dr. Mohd 

Iqbal Darzi, thanked Brigader KS Kalsi 
for the visit and congratulated all NCC 
cadets of the college for their active 
participation in all college activities.

The event marked a significant mile-
stone in the journey of the NCC unit at 
GDC Handwara, providing a platform 
for the cadets to interact with a high-
ranking NCC officer and gain insights 
that will undoubtedly shape their future 
endeavors.

The visit of Group Commander Briga-
der KS Kalsi underscored the NCC's 
commitment to nurturing responsible 
and disciplined citizens, equipping 
them with the skills necessary to con-
tribute positively to society.

The NCC cadets of Handwara 
expressed their gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to learn from Group Commander 
Brig KS Kalsi and left the event inspired 
and motivated to excel in their roles as 
future leaders. The visit served as a 
reminder of the transformative power 
of mentorship and the importance of 
instilling values that align with the 
NCC's mission.

Group Commander inspires and engages 
with NCC Cadets at GDC Handwara

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 23: To 
promote the rich tradi-
tional culture of J&K, 
Bhartiya Lok Sangeet 
Kala Sansthan pre-
sented two mega cul-
tural performances for 
Amaranth  pilgrims 
atYatri Niwas, Bhagwati 
Nagar Jammu in it’s 
375th Tuesday  Series 
Musical Play “Neel 
Kanth Gangadhar” in  
coordination  with Cen-
tral Bureau of Commu-
nication, Govt. of India 

, Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting 
and Deppt. of Tourism  
Jammu & Kashmir, J&K 
Govt and Sangam Tru 
Art  Production.

The programe was 
inaugurated by Chief 
Guest Sunil Kumar 
Sharma, Senior Instru-
mentalist and Pro-
gramme Incharge   of  
CBC and Neeraj Verma, 
Ritu Sharma, Senior 
Staff Members of the  
CBC and staff  of  Yatri 
Bhawan  were present 

on the occasion.
The all programme 

were presented under 
the overall guidance 
of Gulam Abbass, 
Joint Director, Central 
Bureau of Communica-
tion.

The above pro-
gramme was powered 
by Central Bureau of 
Communication.

Earlier in his address 
of Rajni Gupta ,Troupe 
Leader  BLSKS wel-
come Amarnath Yatries 
at  Jammu  &  high-

lighted the Story of the 
Ganga Avatran includ-
ed in the play, Neel-
kanth Mahadev Temple 
is dedicated to Lord 
Shiva, who is believed 
to be the most com-
plex Gods of the Hindu 
pantheon. The estab-
lishment of this temple 
has a legend behind it. 
According to the myth-
ological stories, Lord 
Shiva drank the poison 
that appeared from the 
'SagarManthan' (churn-
ing of ocean).

The singers, musi-
cian and actors who 
performed wereUsha 
Raina, K.K Joshi, Rajni 
Gupta, M.C.Kotwal, 
Deepak Kumar, Sakshi 
Kumari, Vandna Gupta,   
Sapna Devi, Deepak 
Kumar, Chahat Chadha, 
Bindia Okheda, San-
jeev Kumar presented 
the enthralled perfor-
mance at last of the 
programe, Ram Lal,  
programme coordinator 
CBC presented vote of 
thanks for successful 
conduction of the pro-
grammes.

BLSKS  presents mega musical 
play Neel Kanth Gangadhar


