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Kundali Bhagya actor Akanksha 
Juneja rues not getting a flat in 

Mumbai due to her acting .....

PM Modi kicks off Har Ghar 
Tiranga campaign, says ‘change 

your DP’ to Tricolour

China condemns visit of ‘
troublemaker’ Taiwan Vice-
President William Lai to US

DRI seizes 
four leopard 
skins in 
Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
Agencies): An opera-
tion was launched by 
the Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI) 
after it developed spe-
cific intelligence over 
a period of time that a 
few gangs in Srinagar, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K) are involved in 
the illegal wildlife trade 
and, were searching 
for prospective buyers 
for the sale of leopard 
skins. Accordingly, a 
detailed plan was made 
to apprehend the mem-
bers of the gangs.

Posing as buyers, 
officer of Mumbai Zonal 
Unit (Goa Regional 
Unit) reached Srinagar 
in J&K.

After several rounds 
of negotiations, the 
sellers brought the first 
skin of a leopard to a 
pre-designated place in 
Srinagar near Dalgate. 
Officers on surveillance 
intercepted a person 
who was carrying a 
leopard skin near the 
designated place. 
On the basis of his 
information, another 
accomplice was also 
intercepted at a public 
place in Srinagar.

After securing the 
first catch, the rounds 
of intense negotiations 
were continued with 
another gang of sell-
ers. After overnight 
negotiations, the sell-
ers finally agreed to 
bring 3 leopard skins 
to a pre-designated 
location. 3 people car-
rying the contraband 
(3 leopard skins) were 
intercepted. The leads 
generated by informa-
tion gathered from 
them indicated that 3 
more persons connect-
ed to the transaction 
were waiting nearby 
at a public place. 2 
teams of officers were 
immediately dispatched 
and they intercepted 3 
persons at the public 
place. Thus, total 8 
persons involved in this 
illegal trading of wild 
life, including one serv-
ing police constable, 
were intercepted and 
total 4 skins of Leop-
ard (Panthera pardus) 
were recovered. Initial 
investigation suggested 
that the leopards were 
poached from Ladakh, 
Doda and Uri.

The subject 4 leop-
ard skins were seized 
under the provision of 
section 50(1)(c) of the 
Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 as amended.

The seized contra-
band and the 8 per-
sons who committed 
the offence under the 
Wild Life (Protection) 
Act, 1972 were handed 
over to the officials of 

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Aug 13 

: Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Sunday 
flagged off the ‘Tiranga 
Rally’ from Sher-i-Kash-
mir International Con-
ference Centre (SKICC) 
to Botanical Garden on 
the banks of Dal lake 
to celebrate ‘Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ ahead 
of Independence Day.

“Today the sky of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
shines with the tricolour. 
I am thankful to Prime

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Chief Jus-
tice of the High Court 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, who partici-
pated in a Tiranga rally 
near Srinagar’s iconic 
clock tower in Lal Chowk 
on Sunday, said that the 
response of people to 
the rally shows Kashmir 
is back to normalcy.

Talking to reporters 
on the sidelines of the 
rally, Chief Justice N 
Kotiswar Singh said that 
the response of people 
here shows Kashmir is 
back to normalcy and 

the place deserves the 
best.

He said that Kashmir 
is a beautiful place, 
the people here are 
very charming and “we 
have seen that tourist 
footfall has increased 
and has been highest 
since decades, which 
shows that people want 
to come and see this 
place.”

 “I feel that peace is 
prevailing in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and with this 
kind of activity going on 
here is an indication of a 

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Jammu and 
Kashmir’s top cop on 
Sunday said adequate 
security arrangements 
have been made to 
ensure peaceful con-
duct of Independence 
Day celebrations in the 
union territory.

Director General of 
Police Dilbag Singh said 
people should come in 
large numbers to par-
ticipate in the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations 
across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

”There is a lot of 

enthusiasm and people 
want to participate in 
the Independence Day 
functions. We have 
made adequate secu-
rity arrangements for 
the Independence Day 
celebrations,” Singh told 

reporters at a ‘tiranga’ 
rally here.

Responding to ques-
tions, Singh said the 
number of active mili-
tants in Jammu and 
Kashmir was not very 
high but asserted that 

the security forces 
cannot lower their guard.

”We don’t have to go 
into the numbers, which 
is not high anyways. 
But attempts are being 
made from across and 
through social media to 
mislead the youth.The 
youth have, however, 
understood that this 
(militancy) is a path to 
destruction. I congratu-
late them,” he added. On 
the situation along the 
borders, the DGP said 
there were attempts of 
infiltration from Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir but 

AMMU, Aug 13 (Agen-
cies): Ahead of Indepen-
dence Day, Indian Army 
conducted patrolling 
along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in Degwar sector 
of Poonch district on 
Saturday.

Earlier in the day, 
District Administration 
Anantnag in collabora-
tion with Municipal Com-
mittee Dooru Anantnag, 
Jammu Kashmir Police, 
local schools, and CRPF 
held the longest Tiranga 
Rally to date in South 

Kashmir under the 
“Meri Maati Mera Desh” 
campaign. President 
Municipal Committee 
Doory Anantnag Mohd 
Iqbal said, “The rally 
was taken out from the 
SDM office Dooru to the 
Sports Stadium. A large 
gathering of locals par-
ticipated in the program 
and at the end of the 
event tributes were paid 
to the martyrs who sac-
rificed their life for the 
nation in the area.”

On the occasion, 

Tehsildar Dooru Khalid 
Zaffar, President MC, 
Dooru Verinag Mohd 
Iqbal, Dysp Humayun 
Muzamil, Executive 
Officer GM Dar and all 
line department officers 
were present there.

Earlier, as a part of 
“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav”, Police organ-
ised various events to 
observe “Meri Maati 
Mera Desh-Mitti Ko 
Naman Veroon Ka 
Vandan” a nationwide 
campaign at various

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Ahead of 
Independence Day 
celebrations, security 
forces have been put on 
high alert in the Union 
Territory to ensure the 
safety and security of 
the people.

The heightened secu-
rity measures are also 
being implemented as 
a precautionary step 
to prevent any untow-
ard incidents or threats 
during this significant 
national event.

Inspector General of 

the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) 
Srinagar Sector, Ajay 
Kumar Yadav stated, 
“Security arrangements 
have been put in place. 

All preparations are 
complete. Force is alert 
on the field and we are 
ready to tackle any situ-
ation.”

Meanwhile, Special 

Operation Unit of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and the CRPF 
have intensified their 
surveillance and patrol-
ling activities. Check-
points and barricades 
have been set up at 
strategic locations to 
monitor the movement 
of people and vehicles.

Moreover, all security 
agencies are also close-
ly monitoring the situa-
tion and taking all nec-
essary steps to maintain 
law and order. 

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Divisional 
Commissioner, Kash-
mir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri 
on Saturday said there 
won’t be any restrictions 
on the eve of Indepen-
dence Day in Kashmir 
while the internet and 
facilities will also func-
tion smoothly.

Addressing a news 
conference here at his 
office chamber, Bidhuri, 
said that all the arrange-
ments have been final-
ized to ensure smooth 

conduct of Indepen-
dence Day.

He added that the 
venue for the main event 
in Srinagar has been 
changed from Sk Sta-
dium to Bakshi Stadium 
in wake of the space 
crunch as this year the 
administration is expect-
ing a huge participation 
of people in the event.

Bidhuri also invited 
people to attend the 
Tiranga rally tomorrow 
from Botanical garden at 
6 AM in the morning and 

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): A refur-
bished Bakshi Stadium 
here will host the main 
Independence Day func-
tion of Jammu and Kash-
mir after a gap of five 
years as the civil admin-
istration on Sunday 
appealed to people take 
part in the celebrations 
on Tuesday.

”The function is being 
held here so that more 
and more people can 
come to participate. 
Adequate arrangements 
have been made for it. 

There are no restric-
tions, there is no need 
for a pass to enter the 
stadium,” Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir, 
V K Bhiduri said after a 
full dress rehearsal of 
the Independence Day 

function.
Bakshi Stadium has 

hosted the main Inde-
pendence Day function 
of Jammu and Kash-
mir over the decades 
but had to be closed in 
2018 for upgradation 
and renovations. Inde-
pendence Day parades 
over the past five years 
were held at the Sher-
e-Kashmir Cricket Sta-
dium in Sonawar.

The chief minister usu-
ally presided over the 
function but in

SRINAGAR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Anti Cor-
rution Bureau (ACB) 
trapped and arrested 
Tariq Ahmad, Patwari, 
Halqa Zalora, Tehsil 
Bommai, District Baram-
ulla for demanding and 
accepting bribe of Rs 
5000 from complainant 
for preparation and issu-
ance of revenue extract.

A Police Spokesperson 
said that a complaint 
was received by the 
Anti Corruption Bureau 
against Tariq Ahmad, 
Patwari,Halqa Zalora, 

tehsil Bommai, Dis-
trict Baramulla alleging 
therein that he is resident 
of tehsil Bommai . He 
recently applied many 
times through online / 
offline mode for issu-
ance of revenue extracts 
to patwari concerned 
but nothing was done 
by Patwari Halqa Zalora 
despite his repeated 
requests. That finally 
when he was given one 
revenue extract he was 
made to pay Rs, 1000 
to one of the employee’s 
bank account on pretext 

of fee for issuance of 
revenue extract. But he 
found that the document 
given is not complete 
and doesn’t contain full 
information.

“ He again applied 
fresh for issuance of 
required documents 
through online mode as 
the earlier document/
information given was 
not complete concerned 
patwari Tariq Ahmad 
again started delaying 
on one pretext or other. 
He agreed to provide 

Rescuers 
retrieve body 
of Italian 
trekker from 
Charchar 
La pass in 
Ladakh

KARGIL, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Police, 
UTDRF and Indian Army 
has retrieved the body 
of an Italian trekker who 
went missing last month 
while on a trekking expe-
dition along the Hankar-
Zangla route in Ladakh. 

“Kargil Police, UTDRF 
and Forever in Opera-
tions division evacu-
ated the body of Italian 
National from Charchar 
la pass enroute Leh-
Zangla track. After legal 
documentation, the 
body was handed over 
to nominated guardians” 
Kargil police informed on 
X (formerly Twitter). 

Senior Superintendent 
of Police, Kargil, Anayat 
Ali Chowdhury said that 
a joint rescue operation 
was launched to retrieve 
the body of Italian trek-
ker at Charchar La. After 
strenuous efforts by the 
joint rescue teams, the 
body was retrieved. 

Davide Macella, an 
Italian national, had 
embarked on a trekking 
expedition along the 
Hankar-Zangla route

Chinese workers’ 
convoy targeted 
in Pak’s 
Balochistan, 
attackers killed

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 
(Agencies): A convoy 
of Chinese engineers 
working in infrastructure 
projects in Pakistan’s 
port city of Gwadar came 
under attack today from 
two Baloch militants.

The two militants were 
shot dead, and no Chi-
nese engineer or other 
Pakistani civilians were 
injured, reports said.

A large number of Chi-
nese are currently work-
ing in Gwadar, the port 
in restive Balochistan 
province which is being 
linked to China’s 

Huge participation in Tiranga rally ‘big 
answer’ to those claiming none would pick 

up Tri-colour in Kashmir: J&K LG

Tiranga Rally 
response reflects 
Kashmir normalcy: JK 
Chief Justice

Adequate security in place for Independence 
Day celebrations: DGP Dilbag Singh

Indian Army conducts patrolling 
along LoC in Poonch ahead of 
Independence Day

Security Forces put on high alert in Jammu and 
Kashmir ahead of Independence Day

No restrictions, Internet 
blockade on Independence 
Day in Kashmir: Div Com

Bakshi Stadium to host Independence Day 
function in Kashmir after Five Years

ACB arrests Patwari for accepting 
bribe in Baramulla
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, AUG 13: 
Senior Bharatiya Janata 
Party leader and former 
minister Bali Bhagat 
taking the National Con-
ference (NC) leader Dr 
Farooq Abdullah heads 
on pooh poohed him for 
advocating that India 
hold talks with Pakistan.

He stated this while 
addressing a meeting 
of BJYM leaders at JMC 
Ward No 62 on the occa-
sion for the preparation 
of “Tiranga Yatra” pro-
gramme here today.

The former minister 
tore into the NC’s senior 
most leader accusing 
him of pleading like a 
Pakistani agent not feel-
ing ashamed despite 
knowing fully that this 
rogue Pakistan has 
been responsible for 
killing of 43000 people 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
with the hands of the Pak 
establishment including 
its army and ISI soaked 
in the blood of innocent 
people of J&K most of 
them being Kashmiris.

Questioning Farooq 
Abdullah for his dubi-

ous suggestion of hug-
ging those who leave 
no stone unturned to 
create ruckus lead-
ing to mayhem in J&K, 
even today, Bali Bhagat 
said that three genera-
tions are continuously 
repeating this absurd 
suggestion of talks and 
they fully understand 
the heinous game plan 
of befooling and insti-
gating innocent Kash-
miris with such remarks.  
“You have been repeat-
edly advocating dialogue 
with Pakistan and then 
you pat yourself on the 
back with self apprecia-

tion for doing so showing 
that you have full sym-
pathy with Pakistan” Bali 
Bhagat said to the NC 
leader.  

Asking the NC leader 
to reveal his progress 
report on the issue Bali 
Bhagat said, “I want to 
ask you that when your 
son Omar Abdullah was 
the Union Foreign Min-
ister in the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee government, 
then what miracle he did 
by talking to Pakistan. 
Your three generations 
have enjoyed power only 
by broadcasting such 
slogans among the inno-

cent people to exploit 
them. But now there is 
no one to listen to your 
slogans in the valley. 
Therefore you and your 
party are responsible for 
the killing of Kashmiris.” 

The senior BJP leader 
accused Farooq Abdul-
lah of having ruled in 
J&K over the blood of 
innocent Kashmiris an 
inherent trait that he still 
doesn't give up.  “You 
are disappointed to see 
the normalcy in Kashmir 
today which you never 
wanted, the reason 
being, like Pakistan you 
are also desperately 

hungry to rule on the 
blood of Kashmiris.  The 
BJP leader said that you 
should acknowledge  
and appreciate PM Modi 
for restoring peace in the 
Valley after thirty three 
years.Today the people 
are enjoying their life till 
late evening like seven-
ties eighties and busi-
nessmen have doubled 
their income.  Thank 
the tourists who have 
changed the economy 
of hoteliers, taxi owners, 
Shikara Walas, poor 
Kashmiris and others.  
Now in the name of God 
stay away from such 
politics of Pakistan and 
don’t exploit the senti-
ments of innocent Kash-
miris anymore.  At least 
let them live peacefully 
to ensure bright future 
of their children.” Bhagat 
said.

Asserting that it is 
better late than never, 
Bali Bhagat suggested 
to Farooq Abdullah to 
become a responsible 
citizen now and be part 
of Kashmiris’ happiness 
instead of advocat-
ing talks for the rough 
nation.

Bali Bhagat slams Farooq for advocating talks with Pak 
despite being responsible for massive killings in J&K

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: 
Asserting that Jammu 
and Kashmir residents 
want the restoration of 
their “honour and dig-
nity”, JKPCC Working 
President Raman Bhalla 
on Sunday demanded 
holding the much-
delayed assembly elec-
tions in the Union Terri-
tory for the “empower-
ment of the people”. The 
people across Jammu 
and Kashmir are feeling 
disempowered by the 
bureaucratic regime. 
On the other hand, the 
unnecessary delay in 
holding assembly elec-
tions has given rise to 
a feeling of alienation 
among the people that 
needs to be addressed 
at the earliest,” Bhalla 
said at a public rally 
at Darap in RS Pura 
Jammu South constitu-
ency.

The meeting was orga-
nized by Sarpanch Kash-
mir Singh. Prominent 
among those present 
on the occasion include   
JKPCC Refugee Cell 
Chairman & Block Pres-
ident Amrit Bali, Satish 
Sharma, Ex Sarpanch 
Shamshar Singh Basant 
Kumar, Baldev Singh 

Wazir, Pawan Bhagat, 
Balbir Singh, Mohan 
Lal, Girdhari Lal, Ravin-
der Singh, Rattan Singh, 
Mansa Singh, Prithvi 
Singh, Panch Balvinder 
Kour, Kaushyla Devi 
Ex Panch, Beero Devi, 
Pushpa Devi, Puja Devi, 
Rani Devi, Anita Devi, 
Madu Manashki Kumari, 
Renu Devi , Situ Devi 
besides others.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bhalla  alleged that 
the basic needs of the 
people  be it electricity, 
drinking water, roads, 
infrastructure for hos-
pitals and educational 
institutions have been 
completely neglected 
by BJP Govt.“As the 
civil administration has 
completely collapsed, 
it is the right time to 

restore the confidence 
of the people who are 
feeling sidelined with no 
elected representative or 
government in place,” he 
said.He said Congress 
from the last nine years 
has been challenging 
and questioning the 
Center’s wrong policies 
and programmes and 
launched several cam-
paigns notwithstanding 
the fact that several 
attempts were made to 
silence our voice.  “BJP’s 
failure to deal with issues 
like unemployment, price 
rise and the overall pros-
perity and security of the 
country is clearly visible 
in the current situation 
of the common people. 
Their hardships are 
piling up as BJP con-
tinues to favour the rich 

and neglect the poor,” 
said Bhalla.

Bhalla said that the 
Congress party is deter-
mined to expose the 
hypocrisy of the BJP 
Government. “Rahul 
Gandhi has been vocal 
on the failures of BJP. 
This is the reason that 
the Government is tar-
geting him to suppress 
any criticism,” he said 
and added that silencing 
of leaders inside the Par-
liament was also being 
aggressively practiced 
by the ruling party to 
protect their lies. Bhalla 
alleged that the BJP was 
shamelessly misusing 
institutions as weapons 
to be used against politi-
cal opponents and shut 
down the criticisms. It is 
not wrong to say that the 

middle class and poor 
are suffering immensely 
on all accounts and BJP 
should look into the 
mirror,” he said.The Govt 
has failed to provide any 
sort of relief to the bat-
tered youth who contin-
ue to sit idle amidst dis-
appearing employment 
opportunities,” he said.

Bhalla advised the 
BJP leadership to come 
of age and go for exten-
sive introspection over 
the failures in a sensitive 
state like Jammu and 
Kashmir, where it failed 
miserably in feeling the 
pulse of the people and 
assuaging their eco-
nomic, developmental 
and political aspirations.

Taking a dig at the BJP 
led government, he said 
that the government has 
failed to create jobs for 
the youth and instead of 
creating new jobs, BJP is 
on the wrong track and 
is damaging the pres-
ent job scenario with its 
flawed recruitment and 
retirement laws. From 
time to time, BJP has 
come up with the anti-
people policies in the 
UT of J&K due to which 
the whole erstwhile state 
was endangered, he 
said.

Common man’s hardships piling up under 
BJP rule: Bhalla

TOP NEWS REPORT

SOHANJANA, Aug 
13: Shri Dwarika Nath 
Service Trust Sohan-
jana has kick-started 
a tree plantation cam-
paign commencing from 
August 13th to August 
15th, 2023, in alignment 
with the Amrit Kaal Fes-
tival of Independence. 

The Trust’s dedicated 
Sevadars will lead a 
comprehensive effort 
to plant thousands of 
trees at the Govind-
chak Gaushala and 
Yagya Shala premises, 
situated along the pic-
turesque banks of the 
Tawi River. As part of 
their noble mission, the 
Sevadars will also tra-
verse across various 
villages, assisting local 
communities in plant-

ing trees on vacant and 
barren lands adjacent to 
the villages.

The campaign has 
designed to encompass 
the planting of a diverse 
range of tree species 
that offer valuable ben-

efits such as shade 
provision, fruitful yields, 
and animal fodder. By 
bolstering both national 
and social advantages, 
this initiative aims to 
foster individual income 
generation through tree 

plantation.
The multifaceted ben-

efits of tree plantation 
extend beyond mere 
environmental enhance-
ment. The act of tree 
planting promises to 
purify the environment 

and mitigate the green-
house effect. A larger 
population of trees will 
work towards neutral-
izing the proliferation 
of harmful pollutants in 
the ecosystem, thereby 
curbing the prevalence 
of grave diseases and 
promoting overall well-
being.

The advantages of tree 
plantation are indeed 
manifold, underscoring 
the need for widespread 
participation. Let us all 
contribute meaningfully 
to the advancement of 
our nation, society, and 
the global community 
by actively engaging in 
such pivotal campaigns. 
Together, we can create 
a sustainable and pros-
perous future for gen-
erations to come.

SDNS Trust Sohanjana initiates tree plantation campaign 
under Amrit Kaal Festival of Independence

TOP NEWS REPORT

BISHNAH, Aug 13: Shiv Sena Hin-
dustan J&K President  Pandit Rajesh 
Kesari today framed  party’s new unit 
at village Kothiyan Sainian of Bishnah 
Block in which Sushil Saini was made 
President Parminder Kumar Vice Presi-
dent, Love  Saini Chairman, Yuvraj Saini 
Secretary, Rajat Saini made cashier  .

Welcoming new entrants into party 
fold, Kesri said that the only purpose of 
forming a new unit of Shiv Sena Hindu-
stan in the village was to save the youth 
of the village from menace of drugs.   
"Drug abuse is a national problem. It 
is a borderless crime, which makes 
the problem exceptionally challenging. 
There is a high risk of drug trafficking 
in the region," he said  . Kesri said that 
there is an urgent need for coordination 
not only among all the drug law enforce-
ment and intelligence agencies but also 
among all border districts and states of 

the region to tackle the drug menace.
Kesri further said that drug trafficking 

cannot be tolerated at any level and 
agencies are very much capable to 
deal with this provided all agencies are 
very attentive to counter this. He urged 
public representatives at all levels to 
cooperate and coordinate and convey 
anti-drug messages to every commu-
nity and emphasized on making the 
campaign a mass movement.   He fur-
ther added that the youth should be 
provided opportunities to enhance their 
potential by providing them necessary 
knowledge and guidance regarding 
education, employment and entrepre-
neurship.

Prominent among those present on 
the occasion include Balveer Kumar, 
Balwant Fauji, Deshraj, Rakesh Kumar, 
Rajesh Kumar ,Sanjeev Sharma, Labba 
Baba ,Darshana Devi, Rajni Devi 
,Neeru Devi besides  others.

SSH frames new unit at village 
Kothiyan Sainian, Bishnah
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By: Kanka  Pandita                            

One of the important 
issues on which 
people gave man-

date to the present  govern-
ment is eradication of corrup-
tion menace from our society, 
which unfortunately con-
tinues unabated. Counting 
on accountable governance, 
public at large expect result 
oriented actions at least, to 
have mass awareness against 
this evil. Addressing this 
vital problem seriously, that 
is actively eating our society, 
needs urgent redressal.
Combating corruption 

menace by creating sustained  
public awareness campaign 
in which not only govern-
ment need to be involved  
but people en mass should 
play their responsible role for 
ending up this exercise with 
greater success. Zero toler-
ance towards corruption is 
the need of hour in order to 
evolve corruption free envi-
ronment  that will reform our 

country and transform it to an 
vibrant Nation. 
Government needs to sen-

sitise its all departments and 
their employees continu-
ously on this important issue 
to make its public servants 
result oriented. Government 
servants should be made 
accountable so that people 
have faith and confidence in 
the system. Anti corruption 
agencies must be supported 
with adequate infrastruc-
ture and well trained honest 
manpower and stress need 
be laid on granting adequate 
judicial powers rather than 
empowering them with vast 
administrative jurisdiction. 
At the same time, it need to 
have proper check and bal-
ance on their functioning, so 
as not to misuse such  agen-
cies for settling personal 
scores and political vendetta. 
Such agencies must not suc-
cumb to undue tactical pres-
sure of their administrators 
for their petty benefits that  
not only conveys wrong mes-
sage to the masses but in turn 
encourage law breakers. Anti 
corruption agencies need to 
realise the seriousness of this 
malignancy and establish a 
connect with the people so 
as to expose this menace at 
the grass root level and create 
sufficient knowledge about 
its consequences especially 
among the corrupt. Non gov-
ernmental organizations like 

Anti Corruption Founda-
tion who work with limited 
resources  strive for creating 
awareness against corruption, 
need to be encouraged. Suffi-
cient examples of discourag-
ing such front runners  have 
been seen in the past which 
only waste public money and 
conveys the message of  inef-
ficient governance. 
While combating corrup-

tion, it is also  important to 
understand the genesis of 
corruption, so as to tackle it 
more specifically rather than 
holistically. Corruption in 
our society is perceived to be 
financial fraud or economic 
crime when corruption is 
actually much more broader 
term with wide ambit and dif-
ferent ramifications. It ranges 
from intellectual corruption 
to physical corruption, to 
sexual corruption, to moral 
corruption, to social corrup-
tion, to religious corruption, 
to ethnic corruption and very 
many types of corruption, all 
having negative implications 
on our socio economic devel-
opment. Basically corruption 
occurs either by need or by 
greed and both these factors 
correlate with the mindset of 
an individual. It is fundamen-
tally related to moral and eth-
ical values of a person those 
develop during  upbringing.
Mainly anti corruption 

measures adopt two way 
approach in fighting corrup-

tion menace. One type  is 
punitive  that deals with cre-
ating much needed aware-
ness so as follow thumb rule 
of “ prevention is better than 
cure “. It creates fear in the 
mind of corrupt due to hor-
rible consequences of corrup-
tion and builds morale against 
unfair and illegal practices. 
All actions under this exer-
cise are aimed to produce 
deterrence that creates sense 
of discipline and responsibil-
ity. This approach is purely 
educative and propulsive in 
nature. The other method  is 
punitive that provides pun-
ishment after committing the 
crime. It is reformative that 
corrects human aberrations 
and serves lesson for others.  
Conclusively, not withstand-

ing anti corruption agencies as 
tool for victimization, togeth-
er with the government we 
need to change our mindset, 
feel collectively responsible 
and fight consciously for cre-
ating much needed vigilance 
awareness and encourage anti 
corruption agencies to fight 
against this chronic menace 
in order to rebuilt corrupt free 
environment. 

 ( Author  is  pursuing  
MBBS   and  is  an  

Executive  Member  of   
Anti  Corruption  

Foundation  )

By: Manish Tewari

In 1934, Charles de Gaulle, in 
his book titled Vers l’Armée de 
Métier (Towards a Professional 

Army) cautioned the French regarding 
the outdated nature of trench warfare 
and advocated for the mechanisation 
of their military. However, the allure 
of pacifism and a misplaced sense of 
French superiority among the army 
elites led them to persist with the Magi-
not Line and trench warfare. Tragically, 
this choice proved fatal as the French 
army succumbed to the German blitz-
krieg.

The nature of warfare is categorised 
by its ephemerality and its fluidity. It is 
imperative for one to constantly adapt 
with the changing time to survive. With 
the objective of modernising the struc-
ture of Indian Armed Forces, and adapt-
ing to the changing nature of modern 
warfare, the government introduced 
and subsequently passed the Inter-Ser-
vices Organization (Command, Control 
and Discipline) Bill, 2023, in the Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha, respectively, 
sans any substantive discussion in both 
houses of Parliament. The keywords 
used repeatedly by the defence minister 
while introducing the bill in Lok Sabha 
was jointness and integration.

A historical perspective is impera-
tive for better context. The structure of 
the Indian Armed Forces to this day is 
influenced by its colonial legacy. The 
East India Company set up its legions, 
namely, the Bengal Army, Madras 
Company and the Bombay Army to 
protect its commercial interests. 

During the Company rule in India, 
the recruitment of soldiers in the Com-
pany army relied heavily on the Mughal 
system. Soldiers, or sepoys, were drawn 
from high-caste Hindu Rajputs, Brah-
mins, and Bengali/Awadhi Muslims. 
The Bengal Presidency, in particular, 
contributed around 80 per cent of the 

soldiers to the East India Company’s 
army.

However, post the First War of Inde-
pendence of 1857, India came under 
direct control of the British Crown. The 
Crown reorganised the newly formed 
British Indian Army under the aegis of 
the Jonathan Peel Commission.

The Commission divided the popula-
tion into two categories — the “martial” 
races, and the “non-martial” races. The 
martial races were those communities 
which had, by and large, supported at 
the instance of their native sovereigns, 
the British in controlling revolts, and 
consequently successive rebellions 
against the Crown.

These communities were regarded by 
the British as valiant, strong, but obe-
dient enough to acquiesce to author-
ity. Conversely, the non-martial race 
comprised largely of communities that 
resisted the Crown and were labelled as 
untrustworthy and ill-suited for battle. 
Hence the British proscribed their 
recruitment into the army.

On February 1, 1949, the defence wing 
of the Press Information Bureau put out 
a release. It stated “that the Govern-
ment of India has decided to abolish 
class composition based upon fixed 
percentages” in the Indian Army. This 
was a valiant first attempt to bury the 
pernicious martial race theory.  The 
implicit and unstated objective was to 
prevent concentration of power in any 
one single/ community or combination 
of communities. Hence, the doctrine of 
civilian supremacy over the military 
establishment was thereby sought to 
be embedded into India’s democratic 
ethos.

While India has achieved only very 
marginal success in changing the com-
position of its Armed Forces, with the 
bulk of the recruits still coming from 
the traditional stomping grounds, it has 
fallen woefully short in changing the 
structure of the Armed Forces.

Unfortunately, it still adheres to the 
traditional model of classifying service 
personnel into distinct branches — the 
Air Force, Army, and Navy — with each 
of these branches being governed by its 
respective provisions — the Air Force 
Act of 1950, the Army Act of 1950, and 
the Navy Act of 1957, respectively.

It was, therefore, imperative to estab-
lish a uniform law which enables the 
creation of an integrated inter-service 
armed forces system, designed to align 
with evolving changes in warfare and 
to enhance our military capabilities to 
compete against potential adversaries 
who have successfully reorganised their 
armed forces.

In pursuit of the aforementioned, the 
Union government brought the Inter-
Services Organization (Command, Con-
trol and Discipline) Bill, 2023. The Bill, 
which shall have far-reaching implica-
tions regarding the defence apparatus 
of the country, was passed without 
even a perfunctory discussion in both 
Houses. My other objections pertain to 
the contents of the Bill.

First, the Bill falls short of introducing 
any meaningful provisions that would 
mitigate the current state of affairs. 
While the Bill’s objective is to establish 
a standardised framework for disciplin-
ary and administrative authority, it’s 
important to note that Section 8 of the 
Army Act, 1950, already confers the 
Union Government with the authority 
to designate an officer and empower 
him to command armies, divisions, and 
brigades. Similarly, under Section 8 of 
the Air Force Act, 1957, and Section 6 
and 7 read with Section 93 (3) (e) of the 
Navy Act, 1957, the Union government 
can make provisions for uniform disci-
plinary and administrative authority to 
operate. Thus, the Bill lacks novelty in 
terms of introducing fresh substantial 
provisions. On the contrary, since there 
are multiple laws on the same subject 
matter, the Bill would ultimately result 

in confusion and ambiguity.  
Second, the Bill provides the legal basis 

for the Union government to create the-
atre commands by restructuring armed 
forces without explicitly saying so and, 
more importantly, by-passing Parlia-
ment on this most significant reorgan-
isation of the armed forces in 164 years 
since the Peale Commission. Thus, the 
Bill is a colorable exercise of legislative 
power, thereby arrogating to the Union 
government the right to transform the 
very structure of the armed forces with-
out taking Parliament into confidence 
by bringing appropriate and substan-
tive amendments to the respective ser-
vice acts or a standalone legislation on 
theatre commands that is underpinned 
by the theory of seamless integration 
and non-discriminatory jointness. The 
law does not allow you to do indirectly 
what you cannot do directly.  The law, 
therefore, will be “ultra vires” of consti-
tutional jurisprudence if it is used as the 
legal basis to create theatre commands.

Third, under Clause 3 (1) (b), the Bill 
defines a Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). 
However, no role has been ascribed to 
him by the Bill. I have long argued for 
a standalone legislation that defines 
and empowers the institution of CDS. 
The Bill, as it currently stands, would 
necessitate fleshing out the role of CDS 
through rules to provide a legal archi-
tecture that define the role and responsi-
bility of the CDS. However, since those 
rules will relate to a substantive legal 
issue that would squarely lie within 
the domain of Parliament, these rules 
would constitute excessive delegation 
of legislative power.

This Bill has only one objective to 
provide the legal basis for theatre com-
mands. It would have been far more 
appropriate if the government would 
have stated its intentions explicitly and 
allowed Parliament to contribute its 
institutional wisdom to this seminal 
reorganisation.

In reality, man wants neither joy 
nor sorrow. Man seeks mental 
peace and quietude. In daily life, 

we come in contact with different 
kinds of people. At times, we even dis-
agree with them. How will we then find 
mental peace? Those who do injus-
tice suffer it too. They often lose their 
mental balance in any fight. Those who 
do no injustice have a greater chance of 
maintaining their balance in the face of 
any wrongdoing.

This is the characteristic of a person 
who has attained mental quietude. 
Jealousy and hatred can cause you 
sleepless nights. There is a Hindi cou-
plet in which a man is asked why he 
looks sad. ‘Have you lost something, 
or have you given something to some-
body?’ The man replies, ‘I have not lost 
anything, nor have I given something 
to somebody. I am sad because I see 
others getting something that I do not 
get.’ Such envy and jealousy is mentally 
degrading.

Do not despise even the most fallen, 
the most sinful, and the most wretched. 
You will degenerate mentally and spiri-
tually if you hate anyone. The intelli-
gent thing to do would be to never get 
angry. Be moral in the midst of immo-
rality and falsehood. If you have this 
skill, you will overcome any challenge. 
You will remain unassailed.

Krishn says in the Bhagwad Gita that 
you should not be dejected in sorrow, 
nor should you be excited in joy. You 
should always maintain your mental 
balance. What should we do? We too 
must maintain our mental balance and 
remain indifferent to both praise and 
slander, to both joy and sorrow.

Fundamentally, energy is ‘one’, but it 
has got several expressions. The so-
called energies are interchangeable. 
Electrical energy may be converted 
into magnetic energy, magnetic energy 
into sound, and sound into light. In this 
universe, Param Purusha started His 
creation and the creation stemmed out 
of the acoustic root ‘a’. Energy was also 
created. Here, energy does not mean 
the Operative Principle.

The operative principle is a binding 
faculty only and the style of function-
ing of the binding faculty is called 
svabhava, nature. Nature is simply the 
style of the operative principle, not an 
independent entity. When the opera-
tive principle works according to a par-
ticular style, that is, as per nature, the 
stamina that every phase gets is from 
energy. The acoustic root of energy is 
‘ra’. This shows that energy is also cre-
ated by the Cosmic Cognitive Faculty. 
The universe is supported by three 
fundamental sounds.

Everything comes from the Cosmic 
bliss, that is, the composure of bliss. In 
this composure, the balance amongst 
the sentient, the mutative and the 
static principle is maintained. When 
that balance gets upset, the flow comes 
out from one of the vertices of the tri-
angle of the forces.

First coming out from the sentient 
principle is ‘sa’ and it moves ahead with 
energy that is ‘ra’, the acoustic root of 
energy. And, as soon as it starts move-
ment, it acquires certain wonts, certain 
characteristics. The acoustic root for 
wonts and characteristics is ‘va’, ‘sa-ra-
va’ or ‘sarva’. Thus , everything in this 
universe is known as sarva.

EDITORIAL

Stealth not good mode for doing theatre commands

            COMBATING  CORRUPTION  MENACE

MENTAL 
EQUIPOISE



5LOCALTop News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, August 13, 2023

TOP NEWS REPORT

CHANDIGARH, Aug 
13: The two-day nation-
al conference on ‘Pre-
cision medicine and 
molecular oncology’ 
concluded at a Mohali 
hotel on Sunday.

Around 150 cancer 
experts across the 
country participated 
in the conference and 
dwelled upon the latest 
breakthroughs and 
advancements in the 
cancer treatment field.

The major topics dis-
cussed during the con-
ference included; preci-
sion medicine & molecu-
lar oncology, advances 
in the management of 
advance biliary tract 
cancer, advances in 
management of meta-
static pancreatic cancer, 
adjuvant therapy for 
renal cell carcinoma, 
precision oncology in 
prostate cancer, heredi-
tary breast and ovarian 
cancer , screening and 

prevention of hereditary 
breast & ovarian cancer, 
managing advanced 
cervix cancer and 
approach to unusual 
abdominal lumps and 
bumps in

pediatric age group 
and pole of precision 
medicine in pediatric 
oncology.

Dr. Sachin Gupta, 
director medical oncol-
ogy and hemato oncol-
ogy at Max Hospital 
Mohali, who organized 
the conference said, “As 
cancer remains one of 
the most pressing global 
health challenges, this 
gathering of esteemed 
experts is expected to 
yield transformative out-
comes that will directly 
benefit patients and 
practitioners alike.”

Dr. Shaveta Gupta 
senior gynecologist and 
laparoscopic and robot-
ic surgeon moderated 
a session dedicated to 
the advancements in the 

treatment of women's 
cancers.

Dr. Amit Verma a 
molecular oncologist 
focussed on intricate 
cancer cases that have 
challenged the medical 
community.

Dr. Krutika Goel, a 
child cancer specialist, 
spoke about childhood 
cancers during the con-
ference.

During the occasion, 
Dr. Ashok Vaid, a sea-
soned cancer special-
ist was honored for his 
contribution to the field 
and as a testament to 
his enduring impact on 
cancer care.

Dr. Harit Chaturvedi, 
senior chairman oncolo-
gy services at Max Hos-
pital Delhi, Dr. Rakesh 
Kapoor from PGIMER 
Chandigarh and Dr. DC 
Doval, director oncology 
at Rajiv Gandhi Cancer 
Institute Delhi were also 
honoured during the 
occasion. 

Experts dwell upon latest breakthroughs, 
advancements in cancer treatment

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: 
Lashing out at the LG 
government for install-
ing prepaid meters. 
Jammu Warriors Front 
Chief Rajesh Gupta 
on Sunday said that 
smart meters running 
faster than Chandray-
aan-3 have become a 
cause of trouble for the 
people. He said that 
smart meters are a big 
scam as people are 
getting huge electricity 
bills and poor people 
are being harassed by 
cutting off their electric-
ity.

Gupta asked the J&K 
government to roll back 
the authoritarian, unjust 
and anti-poor decision 
on power tariffs, espe-
cially the prepaid mode 
of payment by consum-
ers.

In a statement issued 
here, Gupta expressed 
his disappointment 

with the BJP’s failure 
to meet the aspirations 
of the J&K people. He 
highlighted the current 
state of dissatisfaction 
and distress among the 
citizens, stating that 
there is a hue and cry 
everywhere.

JWF leader highlight-
ed the failure of the 
present Government in 
fulfilling the aspirations 
of the J&K people. He 
voiced his concerns 
about the Govern-
ment’s actions, stating 
that they are working 
against the wishes 
and aspirations of the 
general public. He said 
the present dispensa-
tion has lost sense of 
proportion as a result of 
which a large number of 
poor and marginalised 
consumers are left 
with no option but to 
remain without electric-
ity during the ongoing 
humid and scorching 

summers. The highly 
inflated bills should be 
immediately withdrawn, 
he demanded. As if the 
rising prices were not 
enough, the administra-
tion has come up with 
harsh measures of 
‘prepaid smart meter-
ing mechanisms, to 
break the backbone of 
the poor.

Rajesh Gupta asked 
the concerned depart-
ment to address the 
serious concern of 
the consumers about 
higher readings of 
electricity consumption 
in the smart meters 
and enormous tariff 
bills. The departmental 
response about over-
billing being attributed 
to computers is ridicu-
lous, he said, adding 
that the entire system 
appears to have gone 
haywire with nobody 
sharing the responsi-
bility.

Smart meters running faster 
than Chandrayaan-3: Rajesh

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13:  The All 
Jammu Based Reserved 
Category Employees 
Association Kashmir 
(AJBRCEAK) extends 
warm greetings and felici-
tations on the occasion of 
Independence Day.

In his Independence 
Day message, Chairman 
of AJBRCEAK, Sh. Vipen 
Kumar, extends his sin-
cere greetings and best 
wishes to the resilient 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

"Dear brothers and sis-
ters, I extend my warmest 
greetings to all of you on 
this auspicious occasion of 
Independence Day. This is 
a day to pay homage to 
our national heroes who 
made the ultimate sacri-
fice for our beloved moth-
erland, India," stated Sh. 
Vipen Kumar.

The Chairman empha-
sized the region's long-
standing tradition of inclu-
sivity and harmony, which 

has embraced diverse 
religions and traditions, 
from Kalhan's Rajtarangi-
ni to Shankaracharya's 
Advaita, Sufi Islam, and 
the Buddhist philosophy 
of Mahayana.

Among the distinguished 
executive members of the 
association are Mr. Kul-
deep Kumar (Vice Chair-
man), Mohan Lal (Chief 
Advisor), Deepak Kumar 
(Advisor), Shashi Goutam 
(Advisor), Navneet Kundal 
(Vice President), Sukh-
dev (Vice President), Lalit 
Kumar (Legal Advisor), 
Suresh Kumar (Conve-
nor), Yashpal Bhagat 
(General Secretary), Vijay 
Dutt (Secretary), Bharat 
Bushan (Joint Secretary), 
Ashok Kumar (Public Sec-
retary), Virender Mohan 
(Organizing Secretary), 
Naresh Kumar Bhagat 
(Media Secretary), Hemraj 
Lakhotra (Drafting Secre-
tary), Jarnail Singh (Joint 
Secretary), Deepak Kaith 
(Cashier), and Naveen 
Bhagat (Cashier).

AJBRC Employees Association 
conveys heartfelt I-Day greetings
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JAMMU, Aug 13: The 
Kashmiri Displaced 
People Wing (KDPW) 
of the Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party 
(DPAP) convened a 
significant joining meet-
ing today at the Purk-
hoo Camp. Led by its 
President, Shri Sanjay 
Dhar, and Chairman, 
Shri Piaray Lal Pandita, 
along with Secretary 
Vikas Koul, the KDPW 
engaged with the dis-
placed Kashmiri resi-
dents of Purkhoo Camp, 
introducing them to the 
Democratic Progres-

sive Azad Party, under 
the leadership of Chair-
man Shri Ghulam Nabi 
Azad Shahib. The meet-
ing witnessed a surge 
in new members, all of 
whom expressed their 
commitment to diligently 
contribute to the Party's 
mission of reclaiming 
the rights that have 
been dormant for three 
decades.

Among the notable 
individuals who enthusi-
astically joined the ranks 
of the KDPW of DPAP 
are: Manmohan Raina, 
A.K. Raina, Rajiv Singh 
Jamwal, Mr. Navdeep 

Jamwal, Smt. Pushpa 
Kour, Neena Sharma, 
Raj Kumar Sahni, Ajay 
Kumar Raina, Navin-
der Kumar, Janki Nath 
Sadu, Kuldeep Sadu, 
Joginder Singh, Ashok 
Raina, Harjeet Singh, 
Raj Kumar Singh, Siraj 
ud din, Sri Krishan 
Raina, Arvind Pandita, 
and Vinayek Raina. The 
newly inducted mem-
bers were urged not 
only to seek redressal 
for their own hardships 
but also to actively 
engage in expanding 
the Party's base by 
encouraging others to 
join, thereby fortifying 
the Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party.

Chairman Shri Piaray 
Lal Pandita expressed 
gratitude to the new 
members for placing 
their trust in the Party's 
manifesto, which cen-
ters on delivering effec-
tive governance to the 
region of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: 
The Team Mask Force 
(TMF) led by Chairman 
Vijay Sharma success-
fully organized and con-
ducted a webinar on the 
occasion of Internation-
al Youth Day, observed 
annually on August 
12th. 

Welcoming the par-
ticipants, Chairman 
Sharma emphasized 
the critical importance 
of addressing the 
needs and concerns of 
the youth demographic, 
citing recent research 
indicating that six out 
of every ten people 
are young, with 42% of 
the global population 
being under the age 
of 25. Acknowledging 
the significance of this 
demographic, Sharma 
underscored the urgent 
need to support and 
guide young individu-
als to prevent potential 

issues such as illiteracy 
and economic instability.

"In a world where half 
of the population is com-
prised of young men 
and women, it is our 
responsibility to ensure 
their well-being and 
development. Failing 
to do so would result in 
a large segment of our 
society struggling and 
facing difficulties in find-
ing their place," Chair-
man Sharma empha-
sized.

Sushil Singh Charak, 
Chairman of the 
National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA), further 
highlighted the dedica-
tion of January 12th as 
National Youth Day in 
India, coinciding with 
the birth anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda, 
a revered youth icon. 
Charak emphasized 
Swami Vivekananda's 
lasting influence on 
young minds and the 
inspiration he continues 

to provide. The gov-
ernment's decision to 
designate this day as 
National Youth Day is 
a tribute to his timeless 
ideas and teachings that 
remain pertinent to this 
day.

"Swami Vivekananda's 
principles have been a 
guiding light for genera-
tions of youth, making 
January 12th a day to 
celebrate his contribu-
tions and inspire young 
minds. This occasion, 
known as Rashtriya 
Yuva Divas, is a plat-
form to instill his values 
and encourage the 
growth of our youth," 
added NDA Chairman 
Charak.

The webinar, hosted 
by TMF, aimed to raise 
awareness about the 
challenges faced by 
young people globally 
and foster discussions 
on strategies to empow-
er and uplift the youth 
for a brighter future.

TMF hosts webinar on International 
Youth Day to address vital issues

Kashmiri Displaced People Wing of DPAP 
holds joining meeting at Purkhoo Camp
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NAGROTA, Aug 13: 
The investiture ceremo-
ny for the academic ses-
sion 2023-24 was held at 
Sainik School, Nagrota, 
in which meritorious 
cadets were honoured 
with various school and 
house-level appoint-
ments. A Ceremonial 
Parade was conducted 
at the Maj Somnath 
Sharma PVC stadium 
to mark the occasion. 
The cadets turned out in 
immaculate attires for the 
pipping ceremony. The 
programme began with 
the singing of the school 
song by the cadets.

One of the most illustri-
ous alumni of the School 
Harvinder Singh, IAS, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (Law and 
Order) Jammu, School 
Number 2734  graced 

the occasion as the Chief 
Guest  and pipped the 
cadet appointments for 
this academic session. 
Captain (Indian Navy) AK 
Desai, Principal formally 
welcomed the Chief 
Guest and presented a 
brief on the Public School 
tradition of appointing 
Cadet Captains and pre-
fects to run the day to 
day affairs and activities 
of the school and also to 
imbibe leadership traits 
among the cadets who 

aspire to join the Armed 
Forces as officers.

For the current aca-
demic session, Cadet 
Arush Verma was 
appointed School Cadet 
Captain, Cadet Yassir 
Mukhtar Wani as Cadet 
Adjutant, Cadet Hardik 
Pandey as Sports Cap-
tain and Cadet Lob-
zangChospal as Mess 
Captain, Cadet Aryen-
dra Vats as Band Cap-
tain, Cadet Guruansh 
Ayushman as Cultural 

Captain and additionall, 
as a maiden pick Cadet 
Akhil Raj was appointed 
Academic Captain.

In his address to the 
cadets, the Chief Guest 
Mr Harvinder Singh, 
IAS commended the 
best practices of Sainik 
School Nagrota and 
their role in shaping the 
personalities of young 
cadets and in prepar-
ing them for a challeng-
ing career as officers in 
defence forces.

Sainik School holds Investiture Ceremony
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KISHTWAR, Aug 13: In order 
to commemorate and honour the 
sacrifices of the freedom fight-
ers under the theme Meri Maati, 
Mera Desh GDC Doda organised 
a Tiranga Rally today. The rally 
which was flagged off by Dr Attar 
Singh Kotwal Principal GDC Doda 
started from the college campus 
and after moving across the main 

city culminated at college ground. 
The rally which witnessed the zeal 
and enthusiasm of the students 
and teaching and non teaching 
staff members amid patriotic slo-
gans passed through Hospital 
road, Tondwah, Clock Tower, Bus 
Stand and Bharat Road. 

After the rally, the students 
assembled in the college ground 
and were addressed by the princi-

pal of the college. In his address 
he highlighted the slogan Mati ko 
Naman, Veeron ko Vandan and 
urged the students to remember 
the national heroes and freedom 
fighters who sacrificed their lives 
for the betterment of our future. He 
further advised them to participate 
in the main function on the occa-
sion of Independence Day with 
patriotic fervour and ardour.

GDC Doda organises Tiranga Rally 
under Meri Maati, Mera Desh
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JAMMU, AUG 13: 
Under Sunday Theatre 
Series, Natrang in its 
endeavors to give a 
new flip to the mission 
'Meri Matti Mera Desh' 
presented Radhakrish-
na Sahay’s ‘Matrib-
humi’, a new play in 
Hindi in its weekly the-
atre series, today at its 
Studio Theatre here in 
Kachi Chawni, Jammu. 
The play was directed 
by Neeraj Kant.

Before the play begins, 
there are noisy back-
ground sounds and a 
performer apologises to 
the audience, express-
ing his inability to pres-
ent the play.  He tells 
that one of their actors 
who is a press reporter 
has been attacked and 
is in the hospital, so the 
play will not happen 
today.  Soon two actors 
come and say that 
the play will definitely 
happen and at the same 
time they will also find 
out why their actor was 
attacked?

Only after this the play 
begins and all the actors 
present the attack on 
their fellow actor in a 
sequential manner by 
acting in front of the 
audience.

The play begins with 

the news of the theft of 
uranium in the country. 
Yuvak-1 and Yuvak-2 
tell that this whole ura-
nium scandal has been 
reported by Chandra-
kar, who is their actor 
and along with this, all 
the people connected 
with this scandal follow 
Chandrakar, want to get 
the evidence from him.

Uranium was being 
taken from America due 
to shortage of uranium 
in the country, but now 
America has stopped 
giving uranium and the 
uranium released from 
the country is being 
sent to neighbour-
ing countries by theft.  

After this Mr. Gupta and 
Karamchand, who are 
directly involved with 
the uranium scandal, 
are seen having a con-
versation, where Gupta 
asks Karamchand to 
deal with Chandrakar.  
Meanwhile, Gupta also 
receives a call from the 
minister.  Karamchand 
says that Chandrakar 
was offered up to twenty 
five lakh rupees, but he 
does not accept it and 
he is possessed by 
the spirit of patriotism.  
Later, Karamchand gets 
Chandrakar killed by his 
goons.  In this way, the 
whole truth of the attack 
on Chandrakar comes 

to the fore.
Natrang young artists 

who performed in the 
play included Aadesh 
Dhar, Chirag Anand, 
Abhimanyu Choud-
hary, Vedhant Suri 
and Sumit Singh Ban-
daral. The publicity of 
the play was designed 
by Vanshika Pandoh. 
Lights of the play were 
designed and executed 
by Neeraj Kant where 
as the music of the play 
was rendered by Brijesh 
Avtar Sharma.  The pre-
sentations were done 
by Asma Gul and the 
show was coordinated 
by Mohd. Yaseen.

Natrang presents Radhakrishna 
Sahay’s ‘Matribhumi in Sunday Theatre

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: The Army Recruiting Office, Jammu, 
took a significant step towards empowering students 
of Technical Institutes by hosting an online lecture on 
the promising opportunities presented by the Agnipath 
Scheme (Technical Entry) within the Indian Army. This 
enlightening session, tailored for students of Govern-
ment ITI Doda and Kishtwar, unfolded on August 11, 
2023, via a compelling video conference.

The response from both the student body and the 
institutes official authorities was nothing short of 
remarkable. Students exhibited a palpable eagerness 
to explore the avenues of enlisting in the Indian Army 
through the specialized Technical Entry route of the 
Agnipath Scheme. The Army Recruiting Office Jammu 
leveraged the occasion to apprise students of the mul-
titude of benefits and incentives awaiting those who 
choose to embark on this distinctive career trajectory.

In the course of the video conference, the adept per-
sonnel from the Army Recruiting Office Jammu delin-
eated an array of advantages extended to ITI students, 
whether in the process of studying or having success-
fully graduated for their induction into the Indian Army 
as officers through the Technical Entry category. These 
incentives encompass provisions for bonus marks, 
concessions in physical criteria, and comprehensive 
facilities that aim to bolster the overall experience. The 
lecture aimed to both kindle inspiration and furnish 
students with insightful guidance to facilitate informed 
career decisions.

Army Recruiting Office 
expands horizons for 
Technical Institute
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Badshah is not bothered about materialism, 
‘in reality, I am just the opposite’

Indian Hip-hop icon and 
rapper Badshah says he’s 
quite a ‘simpleton’ in real life 
and people at home keep the 
reality check in place as no one 
cares about who he is.

Talking about how he is in 
real life, Badshah told IANS: 
“In reality, I am just the oppo-
site and quite the simpleton. 
I’m not bothered about mate-
rialism or possessions. In fact 
at home, everyone keeps the 
reality check in place, no one 
cares about who I am. It keeps 
me grounded!”

How does he perceive the role 
he has played as a multihyphen-
ate in hip-hop’s evolution, Bad-
shah said: “Hip hop is a culture 
that extends beyond the art form 
and you need to build a founda-
tion that allows the community 
to grow.”

“When you look at icons like 
Jay-Z, Diddy, Beyonce, Rihan-
na and 50 Cent, those guys are 

geniuses who just kept getting 
better at their hustler ethos. 
They made something out of 
nothing.”

“That business streak has 
been in me since I was a child. 

In school, I was selling comic 
books and in college, I was sell-
ing land.”

Badshah has his own idols in 
the genre of hip-hop too. “Jay Z, 
Eminem, Drake, Kayne West,” 

he said.
Badshah, who is known for 

songs like ‘Jugnu’, ‘Abhi Toh 
Party Shuru Hui Hai’, ‘DJ Wale 
Babu’ and several others, has 
released his new single titled, 
‘Gone Girl’.

With the song, the rapper 
revisits the essence of his quint-
essential old school commercial 
soundscape.

‘Gone Girl’ is laced with a lively 
tune, thumping beats, pop-for-
ward vocals, and an infectious 
energy.

The music video of the song 
has been directed by Manish 
Shunty, and features upcoming 
South Indian actress Sakshi 
Vaidya, whose alluring on-
screen presence ignites the 
screen. The evocative artwork, 
created by visual artist Farooq 
Got Art, showcases a badass 
woman adorned in traditional 
jewels.

Actor Akhil Vaid is 
happy to play the char-
acter of Shlok in Gauna: 
Ek Pratha. 

The show has been 
produced by YashPat-
naik and MamtaPatnaik.

Talking about his 
character, Akhil says, 
“My character, Shlok, is 
being shaped now and 
it is quite interesting. I 
just know that Shlok is 
not in good terms with 
his sister Urvashi and 
his family. 

There are several 
layers to him that will 
be revealed soon.”

“I believe that my char-
acte should be able to 
create a place in the 
minds and hearts of the 
audience,” he adds.

Akhil Vaid talks about 
his character in Gauna: 
Ek PrathaBadshah says at home, no one cares about who he is

Singer Lizzo has 
repo r ted l y  been 
removed as a contender 
for the Super Bowl LVIII 
Halftime Show amid her 
sexual harassment suit.

The ‘About Damn 
Time’ star, 35, is being 
taken to court by three 
of her former backing 
dancers for alleged 
sexual harassment, 
creating a hostile work 
environment and dis-
crimination, and an 
insider has now said her 
name has been ditched 
from a list of stars NFL 
bosses were consider-
ing for the February 
2024 spectacle in Las 
Vegas, reports ace-
showbiz.com.

“Talks of Lizzo being 
a part of the Halftime 
festivities, or performing 
the National Anthem, 
are dead now that she is 
surrounded by scandal,” 
a source told DailyMail.
com.

The annual Super 
Bowl performances 
are produced by Jay-
Z’s Roc Nation record 
label, and the 53-year-
old rapper has cancelled 

his upcoming “Made in 
America” festival - which 
Lizzo was due to head-
line - after the singer 
was hit by her dancers’ 
allegations.

Another insider told 
DailyMail.com that her 
team is “desperately 
trying to come up with 
a strategy to save her 

sinking ship.” They 
added: “It is becom-
ing more and more dif-
ficult with more people 
coming forth accusing 
her of extremely inap-
propriate acts.”

“Lizzo has raked in 
a massive amount of 
money but her minute is 
pretty much up it seems 

and no one knows if she 
will be able to recover 
from this. If she speaks 
out, her statements are 
shredded. If she stays 
quiet, she is called a 
coward. Either way, it 
does not appear at this 
moment that she can 
recover from this.”

Lizzo has also report-
edly been accused by 
at least six more people 
of inappropriate sexual 
behaviour.

Attorneys represent-
ing the lawsuit being 
brought against the 
star by dancers Arianna 
Davis, Crystal Williams, 
and Noelle Rodriguez 
told Page Six they have 
been reviewing and vet-
ting fresh claims about 
sexual misconduct from 
another half-dozen com-
plainants “with similar 
stories” as the trio.

Lawyer Ron Zam-
brano said his firm has 
been examining claims 
from other dancers who 
worked with Lizzo on her 
Amazon Studios reality 
show “Lizzo’s Watch Out 
for the Big Grrrls”.

He said in a statement 

Lizzo’s original three 
accusers “have bravely 
spoken out and shared 
their experiences, open-
ing the door for others 
to feel empowered to do 
the same.”

The lawyer told Page 
Six the new allega-
tions are of a “sexu-
ally charged environ-
ment” and failure to 
pay employees, adding, 
“Some of the claims we 
are reviewing may be 
actionable, but it is too 
soon to say.”

Among the allegations 
against Lizzo from her 
former dancers is that 
the singer pressured 
them to engage with 
naked performers at a 
club in Amsterdam and 
pushed them into eating 
bananas sticking from 
sex workers’ vaginas in 
the nightspot.

Lizzo denied their 
claims in a statement on 
her Instagram, saying: 
“These last few days 
have been gut wrench-
ingly difficult and over-
whelmingly disappoint-
ing.”

Lizzo dropped as contender for 2024 Super 
Bowl Halftime performer amid scandal

Actor Tabu shared a 
picture of herself from 
the look test of the 
movie ‘Haider’.

Taking her fans to 
the flashback of look 
test days on Insta-
gram, Tabu captioned 
the post, “Look test, 
Haider.2013@vishalrb-
hardwaj.”

In the still, Tabu can be 
seen striking an intense 
look while dressed in 
her character’s outfit.

As soon as the pic-
ture was uploaded, the 
actor’s fans and follow-
ers flooded the com-
ment section with heart 
and fire emojis.

Helmed by Vishal 
Bhardwaj, the play 
‘Hamlet’ by William 
Shakespeare is adapted 
for the screen. 

Following the journey 
of a young guy who 
returns to Kashmir after 
learning of his father’s 
disappearance. Not only 
does he hear that his 
father has been jailed 
by security agents for 
harbouring militants, but 
his mother is also in a 
relationship with his very 
own uncle.

In tense tens ion 

ensues between mother 
and son as both deal 
with the news of their 
father’s death. 

Soon after learning that 
his uncle is guilty for the 
horrific murder, Haider 
(Played by Shahid 
Kapoor) embarks on 
a trip to avenge his 
father’s death.

Tabu portrayed the role 
of stepmother Ghazala, 
a woman who is a wife 
torn between her ideal-
istic husband and her 
opportunistic brother-
in-law.

The film was released 
in the cinema on Octo-
ber 2, 2014. Meanwhile, 
the ‘Virasat’ actor was 

last seen alongside Ajay 
Devgn in the action-
adventure film Bholaa 
alongside Ajay Devgn.

She will next appear in 
‘Auron Mein Kahan Dum 
Tha’, a unique musical 
love story that marks 
Ajay’s tenth film with 
Tabu. 

The duo has shared 
screen space in films 
including ‘Vijaypath’, 
‘Haqeeqat’, ‘Thakshak’, 
‘Fitoor’, ‘Drishyam’, 
‘Golmaal Again’, ‘De De 
Pyaar De’, ‘Drishyam 2’ 
and ‘Bholaa’.

Tabu will also star in 
‘The Crew’ along with 
Kareena Kapoor and 
Kriti Sanon.

Tabu shares picture from 
her ‘Haider’ look test

Actor  Akanksha 
Juneja opens up about 
not being able to rent 
a house in Mumbai, 
because of her acting 
profession.

Getting a rented 
accommodation in 
Mumbai can be a daunt-
ing task, and Kundali 
Bhagya actor Akanksha 
Juneja is going through 
the same struggle, find-
ing it tough to find a 
good flat in a society 
because of her showbiz 
background. “I’ve seen 
100 flats in the last one 
month, and have been 
denied everywhere,” 
reveals Juneja, who’s 
hunting for a house for 
herself in Mumbai, but 
even an almost con-
firmed deal breaks as 
soon as the landlords 
get to know about her 
being an actor.

“I’ve been going from 
one building to another... 
I almost finalised a flat 
after looking at the pic-
tures and went for a final 
meeting with the owner 
along with the cheque. 
But the moment he got 
to know my profes-
sion, he clearly refused 
saying that they don’t 
give flats to actors. 

Before this also, I had 
really liked an apart-
ment that my broker had 
shown, but the landlord 
said it isn’t available for 
rent soon after he got to 
know I’m an actor.” the 
actor shares her ordeal, 
adding that there are 
“several societies that 
have a strict rule of not 
giving flats to actors”.

Unable to wrap her 
head around how 
someone’s profession 
can become a hinder-
ance in finding a place 
to live, the 33-year-old 
questions, “What’s their 
problem with actors? 
Why do they think we 
would cause them trou-
ble? Or party and create 
nuisance all the time? 

This is the general per-
ception and that needs 
to change. In so many 
buildings, agents are 
clearly told that actors 
and bachelors are not 
allowed. Sadly, I fall in 
both the categories. So, 
this whole process of 
finding a rented place in 
Mumbai is pretty trau-
matic for single actors.”

Stating that it is both 
“shocking and hurtful”, 
Juneja calls it one of the 
harsh realities of being a 
part of the entertainment 
industry. “I would like to 
appeal to the govern-
ment to release a cir-
cular to help people like 
us, so that no one can 
deny us our basic rights. 
Through social media, 
we can only highlight the 
problem, but no solution 
comes out of that,” she 
rues, adding even land-
lords need to be kinder 
towards single actors.

“People should under-
stand that actors are 
also humans, we are not 
aliens. It is important to 
make one common rule 
of renting out flats for 
everyone, irrespective of 
someone’s relationship 
status or profession,” 
she ends.

Kundali Bhagya actor Akanksha Juneja 
rues not getting a flat in Mumbai due to 
her acting backgroundActor Madhurima Tuli 

is focused on work and 
not rushing into mar-
riage. She believes in 
being single and happy 
until the right person 
comes along. Her par-
ents have also stopped 
pressuring her. She is 
currently shooting for 
projects with meaning-
ful content.

Actor Madhurima Tuli 
is happy to focus on 
work for now and let her 
personal life take its own 
course.

“I don’t understand why 
women can’t be single 
and happy till whenev-
er they want. I had my 
share of relationships 
whether they worked or 
not! I am content that I 
gave my hundred per-
cent to whatever I have 
done in life – be it pro-
fessional or personal. I 
sleep with a clear con-
sciousness every day. 
And then, some things 
in our lives are meant to 
be forgotten. So, I have 
happily moved on and 
I’m fully living my life.”

The Avrodh (2020) 
and Baby (2015) actor 
adds that her parents 
too have given up on 
the issue. “Till two years 
back, my father was 
after me ‘kar le biyah’. 

Later, he too, gave up 
and eventually said ‘jo 
karna hai karo but don’t 
blame me later’. So, for 
now, it’s all on me and 
I am surely not averse 
to the idea of marriage. 
I too will settle but not 
very soon.”

On waiting to find love 
again, she adds, “Of 
course, why not! Love 
is a beautiful thing and 
we all need someone 
in life. For now, I want 
to go slow and wait for 
it to happen when it’s 
supposed to. I believe 
if you are happy inside 
you attract goodness 
in life, and it reflects on 
your personality. That’s 
how I have lived till date 
and continue to do so.”

Tuli was in Uttara-
khand for a long shoot-
ing schedule. “It’s so 
good to be at work and 
then take a well deserv-
ing break as and when. 
I only take up projects 
that have meaningful 
content, else I am more 
than happy to wait. My 
film Tehran is all set for a 
release and I am waiting 
for the date announce-
ment. In Uttarakhand, 
I shot a digital film ten-
tatively titled 1.40 AM 
with Sanjay Kapoor and 
Arbaaz Khan,” she says.

Madhurima Tuli: Happily moved 
on in life, enjoying singlehood
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AHMEDABAD, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Sunday flagged off the 
‘Tiranga Yatra’ and said 
that no one can stop us 
from living for the coun-
try.

“It’s been 75 years 
of Independence, we 
cannot die for the coun-
try since it has already 
gained independence, 
but no one can stop us 
from living for the coun-
try,” Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah as he 
flags off the ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’ Campaign in 
Ahmedabad.

He further remem-
bered Independence 

Day of 2022 and said 
that there was no house 
that didn’t hoist a trico-
lour.

“There was no house 
that didn’t hoist a trico-
lour on August 15, 2022. 
When a tricolour is hoist-
ed at every house, then 

the entire nation will be 
Tirangamay,” Mr Shah 
said.

He further said that 
during ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’, PM Modi 
tried to instill a feeling of 
patriotism in the entire 
nation.

“On 15 August 2023, 
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’ concludes but along 
with this, PM Modi has 
said that from 15 August 
2023 to 15 August 2047, 
we will celebrate ‘Azadi 
Ka Amrit Kaal’...From 75 
years of Independence 
to 100 years we will live 
to make India great in 
every sector...” he said.

Earlier, Mr Shah on 
Sunday flagged off the 
‘Tiranga Yatra’ in Guja-
rat’s Ahmedabad. A fer-
vour of patriotism and 
nationalism was wit-
nessed during the mas-
sive Tiranga Rally.

Moreover, Shah also 

participated in the 
Credai mass tree planta-
tion program organized 
by the Gujarat Institute 
of Housing and Estate 
Developers.

Amit Shah is on a two-
day visit to the state 
where he inaugurated 
the key infrastructure 
projects along the Indo-
Pakistan border in Guja-
rat’s Kachchh on Satur-
day.

Mr Shah also inspect-
ed the Harami Nala 
Creek in Kachchh, Guja-
rat, and also the Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
border observation post 
(BOPs).

“No One Can Stop Us From Living For 
Country”: Amit Shah In Gujarat

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 
(Agencies): With only 
two days left for India’s 
Independence Day cel-
ebrations, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Sunday urged people 
to change the display 
picture on their social 
media accounts to the 
Tricolour in the spirit of 
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 
campaign.

India is celebrating 
the completion of 75 
years of independence 
with ‘Amrit Mahotsav of 
Independence’.

In order to promote 
this campaign, PM Modi 
has changed the display 
picture of his social 
media accounts to the 
national flag.

The prime minister on 
Friday called on people 
to take part in the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ move-
ment between August 
13 to 15.

“In the spirit of the 
#HarGharTiranga move-
ment, let us change the 
DP of our social media 
accounts and extend 

support to this unique 
effort which will deepen 
the bond between our 
beloved country and 
us,” Modi said on X (for-
merly known as Twitter).

He has also urged 
people to upload their 
photos with the Tricolour 
on www.harghartiranga.
com.

PM Modi kicks off Har Ghar 
Tiranga campaign, says ‘change 

your DP’ to Tricolour
In order to promote the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign, 

PM Modi has changed the display picture of his social 
media accounts to Tricolour.

He further remembered Independence Day of 2022 and said that there was no house 
that didn’t hoist a tricolour.

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 (Agen-
cies): Construction workers, 
farmers, labourers, teachers, 
nurses and medical staff have 
been invited as special guests 
for the Independence Day cel-
ebration.

“Around 1,800 people from 
different vocations, with their 
spouse, have been invited from 
across the country to be a part 
of the celebrations at Red Fort 
as special guests, on Indepen-
dence Day. The initiative has 
been taken in line with the gov-
ernment’s vision of ‘Jan Bhagi-
dari’,” Defence Ministry officials 
told agency.

The defence ministry said that 
these special guests include 
over 400 sarpanches of more 
than 660 vibrant villages, 250 
from farmer producer organisa-
tions scheme, 50 participants 
each of Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi Scheme and 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana and 50 Shram Yogis 
(construction workers) of the 
Central Vista Project, including 
the New Parliament Building.

“Beside these guests, those 
involved in construction of 

border roads, making of Amrit 
Sarovar and Har Ghar Jal 
Yojana as well as 50 each pri-
mary school teachers, nurses 
and fishermen will also be the 
special guests. Seventy five 
couples from each state/Union 
Territory, in their traditional 
attire, have also been invited 
to witness the ceremony at 
Red Fort,” the defence ministry 
added.

According to the ministry, 
selfie points dedicated to dif-
ferent schemes and initiatives 
of the government have been 

installed at 12 locations, includ-
ing National War Memorial, 
India Gate, Vijay Chowk, New 
Delhi Railway Station, Pragati 
Maidan, Raj Ghat, Jama Masjid 
Metro Station, Rajiv Chowk 
Metro Station, Delhi Gate 
Metro Station, ITO Metro Gate, 
Naubat Khana and Sheesh 
Ganj Gurudwara.

As part of the celebrations, 
an online selfie contest will be 
conducted by defence ministry 
on MyGov portal from August 
15-20. People are encouraged 
to take selfies at one or more of 

the 12 installations and upload 
them on MyGov platform to take 
part in the contest. Twelve win-
ners, one from each installation, 
will be selected on the basis of 
the online selfie contest. The 
winners would be given prize 
money of Rs 10,000 each.

In addition, NCC cadets in uni-
form will be seated at the Gyan 
Path as part of the celebrations. 
Another highlight would be the 
G-20 logo, which will be part 
of the floral decorations at the 
Red Fort.

This year’s Independence Day 
will culminate the ‘Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations, 
which were launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi from 
Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmed-
abad, Gujarat on March 12, 
2021 and will, once again, usher 
the country into ‘Amrit Kaal’ 
with renewed vigour to realise 
PM’s dream of making India a 
developed country by 2047. A 
number of new initiatives have 
been taken to celebrate the 
upcoming Independence Day. 
A large number of guests have 
been invited as compared to 
last year.

Labourers, farmers, teachers will be special 
guests at Independence Day celebrations

WAYANAD, Aug 13 (Agencies): Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi on Sunday 
accused the ruling BJP at the Centre 
of attempting to restrict the tribal com-
munities to the jungles and deny their 
status as original owners of the land 
by calling them “vanvasi” instead of 
‘adivasi’.

The Wayanad MP reiterated the issue 
which he had raised a few days ago 
in Rajasthan while addressing a party 
rally where he had said that the BJP 
“insults” the tribal community by calling 
them “vanvasi” instead of adivasi and 
snatches away their forest land to hand 
it over to industrialists.

Today, after inaugurating the HT Con-
nection at Dr Ambedkar District Memo-
rial Cancer Centre at Nalloornad in 
Mananthavady area of Wayanad district 
of the state, Gandhi alleged that there 
was a “perverted logic” behind calling 
tribals as vanvasis.

“It is to deny that you (tribals) are the 
original owners of the land and also 
restrict you to the jungle.

“The idea is that you belong in the 
jungle and should not leave the jungle,” 
he said.

The Congress leader said that this 
ideology was not acceptable to his party 
as the word vanvasi was a “distortion” 
of the history and traditions of the tribal 
communities and an “attack” on their 
relationship with the country.

“For us (Congress) you are adivasi, 
the original owners of the land,” he said.

Gandhi further said that since adiva-
sis are the original owners of the land, 
they should be given rights to the land 
and forests and “be allowed to have an 
imagination to do whatever they want”.

They should be given all the oppor-
tunities, including education, jobs, pro-

fessions, etc., that is given to everyone 
else in the country.

“You (tribals) should not be restricted 
or categorised. The entire planet should 
be open to you,” he said.

Gandhi said that the word ‘adivasi’ 
means a particular wisdom, an under-
standing of the environment of the earth 
we live on and a relationship with the 
planet.

He also said that the words ‘envi-
ronment’ and ‘environment protection’ 
have become fashionable now after 
modern society burned down forests 
and caused pollution.

However, adivasis have been talking 
of protecting the environment for thou-
sands of years. “So we have a lot to 
learn from you,” he said.

Regarding the cancer centre, the Con-
gress leader said he hoped that the new 
electricity connection would resolve the 
problems faced by doctors and patients 
due to the frequent power cuts in the 
area.

He said he was happy to provide Rs 
50 lakh from the MPLADS fund for the 
same and added that the hospital will 
get an additional Rs 5 crore as a result 
of the good work done by the officials 
of the district.

“I am confident it would be used pro-
ductively,” he said.

At the event he also mooted the idea 
of having mobile breast cancer screen-
ing units which can go to homes and 
screen women for the disease.

He suggested the idea saying that 
he came to know that a lot of women 
here were being diagnosed with breast 
cancer.

“Having mobile screening units will 
help us catch the disease early and 
save their lives,” he said.

Later in the evening today, he would 
be travelling to Kozhikode district to lay 
the foundation stone of the Community 
Disability Management Center (CDMC) 
at St. Joseph High School Auditorium in 
Kodenchery there.

After that, around 10.30 pm, he is 
scheduled to depart for Delhi from Cali-
cut International airport.

Gandhi arrived in Kerala on Saturday 
for a two-day visit, his first after being 
reinstated as the MP of Wayanad.

BJP trying to restrict 
tribals to jungles by calling 
them ‘vanvasis’: Rahul Gandhi

IMPHAL, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Security 
arrangements were 
beefed up in Manipur 
on Sunday after some 
Imphal valley-based 
banned organisations 
called for a strike on 
Independence Day, offi-
cials said.

Security forces also 
conducted search 
operations in vulnerable 
areas of five districts 
and recovered arms and 
ammunition, the police 
said.

Preparations for the 
I-Day celebrations are 
in full swing across the 
state with BSF, police 

and Assam Refiles per-
sonnel and students 
joining rehearsals for 
march past to be held 
on August 15.

“Rehearsals for I-Day 
celebrations were held 
on Saturday at Peace 
Ground in Churachan-
dpur district’s Tuiboung 
area. Twenty-one 
parade contingents of 
BSF, police, students 
and Assam Rifles par-
ticipated in the prepara-
tions,” an official said.

Preparations are also 
underway in the capital 
Imphal with temporary 
gates being erected and 
hoardings being put up 

to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day on August 
15.

“Security measures 
have been significantly 
heightened after several 
militant outfits called for 
a strike on I-Day,” anoth-
er official said.

Several outlawed 
outfits, such as Coor-
dinating Committee 
(Corcom), called for a 
general strike on I-Day 
from 1 am to 6.30 pm.

Corcom includes 
banned groups includ-
ing United National Lib-
eration Front (UNLF), 
People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), and 

PREPAK.
Two more proscribed 

outfits in Manipur have 
also separately called 
for a shutdown on 
August 15.

“Search operations 
were conducted in the 
fringe and vulnerable 
areas of Imphal-West, 
Imphal-East, Thoubal, 
Bishnupur and Chura-
chandpur districts by 
the state police and cen-
tral security forces and 
recovered 12 arms, six 
ammunitions and eight 
explosives,” the Manipur 
Police said on Twitter.

Notably, more than 
160 people lost their 

lives and several hun-
dred were injured since 
the ethnic clashes broke 
out in Manipur on May 3, 
after a ‘Tribal Solidarity 
March’ was organised in 
the hill districts to pro-
test against the Meitei 
community’s demand 
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
status.

Meiteis account for 
about 53 per cent of 
Manipur’s population 
and live mostly in the 
Imphal Valley. Tribals 
— Nagas and Kukis — 
constitute little over 40 
per cent and reside in 
the hill districts.

Security heightened in Manipur ahead 
of Independence Day celebrations

CHITRADURGA, Aug 
13 (Agencies): Five 
members of a family 
died while three others 
were injured when the 
car they were travel-
ing in crashed into the 
rear of a goods truck on 
Sunday in Chitradurga 
district. The incident 
occurred on National 
Highway 13.

Police suspect that 
this could be a case of 
overspeeding by Sanga-
nabassappa, who was 
driving a Tata Nixon car, 
in which he, along with 
his family, was en route 

to Chikkamagaluru from 
Vijayapura.

The victims of the 
accident include San-
ganabasavappa, 36, his 
29-year-old wife Rekha, 
their 7-year-old son 
Agastya, 26-year-old 

relative Bhima Shankar, 
and their family friend 
Madhusudan, aged 24. 
All of them lost their lives 
on the spot.

Another son, Adarsh, 
3, and daughter Anvika, 
5, and a 26-year-old 

person have been 
admitted to Chitradu-
rga Government District 
Hospital and are cur-
rently undergoing treat-
ment.

“The truck was parked 
on the extreme left of 
the national highway. 
The truck driver bears 
no responsibility for the 
accident. Sanganabas-
sapa crashed the car 
into the rear of the truck. 
The incident occurred 
during the early hours 
of today, 3:15 am,” said 
Chitradurga SP, K Para-
shurama.

5 killed, 3 injured after car crashes 
into parked truck in Karnataka

KOLKATA, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Two stu-
dents of Jadavpur Uni-
versity were arrested on 
Sunday for their alleged 
involvement in ragging 
an 18-year-old under-
graduate student who 
died after falling from 
the balcony of a hostel, 
police said. Three per-
sons have so far been 
held in the case a senior 
officer said.

A former student of 
the varsity, who contin-
ued staying at the main 
hostel, was apprehend-
ed on Friday.

“One second-year 
student of Economics 

and another of Sociol-
ogy were arrested on 
Sunday morning,” a 
senior officer of Kolkata 
Police said.

The student of Eco-
nomics is from Bankura 
district, while the other 
hails from Arambagh in 
Hooghly, he said.

Swapnadip Kundu, a 
resident of Bagula in 
Nadia district, fell from 

the second-floor bal-
cony of the main hostel 
building around 11.45 
pm on Wednesday and 
died while undergoing 
treatment at a hospital 
at 3.40 am on Thursday.

“The names of the two 
surfaced after night-long 
grilling of the arrested 
ex-student. Both are 
boarders of the same 
hostel and were there 

when the teenager 
allegedly fell from the 
second floor of the 
hostel building. We will 
question them to get 
names of those who are 
also somehow involved 
in the matter,” the officer 
told agency.

The two students will 
be produced before a 
court later in the day, he 
said.

An FIR has been 
registered after the 
deceased’s father 
lodged a complaint, 
alleging that a few 
boarders of the hostel 
were responsible for his 
son’s death.

Two more held in connection with Jadavpur 
University student’s death
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BEIJING, Aug 13 (Agencies): 
China’s foreign ministry on 
Sunday condemned a brief US 
visit by Taiwan Vice-President 
William Lai, saying he was a 
separatist and “troublemaker 
through and through” and Bei-
jing would take strong steps to 
protect its sovereignty.

Lai, front-runner to be Tai-
wan’s next President at elec-
tions in January, arrived in New 
York late on Saturday for what 
is officially a transit on his way 
to Paraguay for the inauguration 
of its President.

China, which claims demo-
cratically governed Taiwan as 
its own territory, has repeatedly 
denounced Lai’s trip, which 
includes another stopover in 
San Francisco on Wednesday 
on his way back to Taipei.

In a statement issued shortly 
after Lai landed in New York on 
a scheduled flight from Taipei, 
China’s foreign ministry said it 
opposed any form of visit by 
“Taiwan independence separat-
ists” to the United States.

“Lai stubbornly adheres to the 
separatist position of Taiwan 
independence and is a trouble-
maker through and through,” the 
ministry said.

Taiwan is the “core of China’s 
core interests” and facts have 

shown again and again that the 
reason for the rise in tensions in 
the Taiwan Strait is Taiwan trying 
to “rely on the United States to 
seek independence”, it said.

“China is closely following 
developments and will take res-
olute and vigorous measures to 
defend national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.”

China has an especial dis-
like of Lai, who has previously 
described himself as a “practi-
cal worker for Taiwan indepen-
dence”, though he has repeat-
edly said on the campaign trail 
he is not seeking to change the 
status quo, but that only Tai-
wan’s people can decide their 
future.

A person familiar with the trip’s 
planning said Lai will join recep-

tions with overseas Taiwanese 
during the stopover in New 
York, during which he will make 
a speech.

He will not meet US lawmak-
ers, the person said, adding Lai 
will keep the visit “low key”, in 
line with Taipei and Washing-
ton’s shared position to “jointly 
manage risks when facing an 
authoritarian region at this sen-
sitive time”.

Lai, greeted by supporters 
waving flags as he arrived at his 
New York hotel, wrote on social 
media platform X he was “look-
ing forward to seeing friends 
and attending transit programs 
in New York”.

Laura Rosenberger, chair of 
the American Institute in Taiwan 
(AIT), a US government-run 

non-profit that carries out unof-
ficial relations with Taiwan, said 
on X that she would meet Lai 
in San Francisco, where he is 
due on Wednesday on his way 
home.

China is likely to launch mili-
tary drills this week near Taiwan, 
using Lai’s US stopovers as a 
pretext to intimidate voters 
ahead of a next year’s election 
and make them “fear war,” Tai-
wanese officials say.

Lai’s transits come as Beijing 
and Washington are trying to 
improve relations.

That includes the prospect 
of a visit to the US by Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, which 
could pave the way for a meet-
ing between US President Joe 
Biden and China’s leader Xi Jin-
ping this year.

China has stepped up its mili-
tary activities around Taiwan 
over the past three years, 
seeking to force the island into 
accepting Beijing’s sovereignty.

In April, China staged war 
games around Taiwan in an 
angry response to Taiwan Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen meeting US 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
in California on a stopover on 
the way back to Taipei following 
her visit to Central America.

China condemns visit of ‘troublemaker’ Taiwan 
Vice-President William Lai to US

Lai, front-runner to be Taiwan’s next President at elections in January, arrived in New York

BALOCHISTAN, Aug 13 (Agencies): 
A convoy of Chinese engineers was 
attacked in Pakistan’s Balochistan 
province by armed rebels on Sunday. 
Explosions and gunfire can be heard 
across the port city of Gwadar, where 
all roads remain closed for traffic, The 
Balochistan Post reported.

The government authorities have 
finally confirmed the attack on Chinese 
engineers in Gwadar, it said. The attack 
on the convoy of Chinese engineers 
happened at around 9:30 am and an 
intense gunfight is underway for nearly 
two hours, The Balochistan Post report-
ed, citing a media release.

The attack unfolded near Faqeer 
Colony, Gwadar.

No group has claimed responsibility 
for the incident. Authorities have put 
the city on high alert and reportedly 
restricted entry and exit, as per local 
media reports.

A burqa-clad Baloch woman suicide 
bomber killed four people, including 
three Chinese nationals (tutors), in 

an attack on a minibus carrying staff 
from China-built Confucius Institute 
at Karachi University in May last year. 
The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) 
claimed responsibility for the attack, the 
first major one last year against nation-
als of all-weather ally China working in 
Pakistan.

In July 2021, a bus carrying engineers 
in northwestern Pakistan was bombed. 
Thirteen people including nine Chinese 
workers died. Under pressure, Pakistan 
paid millions in compensation to the 
families of the Chinese workers killed. 
China sent its team to probe the attack.

In April 2021, a suicide bomb attack 
at a luxury hotel hosting the Chinese 
ambassador in Quetta killed four and 
wounded dozens. The ambassador was 
unhurt.

Earlier in 2020, Baloch separatists 
attacked Pakistan’s Stock Exchange 
where the Chinese have major invest-
ments. This followed an attack at the 
Chinese consulate in Karachi in 2018.

Convoy of Chinese engineers 
attacked in Pakistan’s 
Balochistan, gunfight on

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s ruling 
coalition thwarted a challenge 
by an opposition alliance in 
state elections, official results 
showed Sunday, with analysts 
saying the win would buy him 
time to consolidate power in the 
largely Islamic Southeast Asian 
nation.

Saturday’s vote in six states 
had been the toughest political 
challenge yet to Anwar, who 
was appointed prime minister 
in November last year to head a 
unity government after an inde-
cisive general election.

The election of state assem-
bly members does not affect 
Anwar’s current two-thirds 
majority in parliament.

It was, however, widely seen 
as a barometer of support for 
Anwar, including his push for a 
more inclusive society in which 
minority ethnicities could be 
allowed greater participation in 
the largely Malay Muslim nation, 
which also has large Chinese 
and Indian populations.

Results released by the Elec-
tion Commission showed that 
Anwar’s Pakatan Harapan 
coalition retained three states: 
Selangor, Penang and Negeri 
Sembilan.

The opposition alliance Peri-
katan Nasional -- whose key 
member the PAS party aims 
to create a theocratic state in 
Malaysia -- kept its hold on 
Kedah, Terengganu and Kel-

antan.
Retaining Selangor, which 

hosts the country’s biggest port, 
and Penang, home to Malaysia’s 
thriving semiconductor industry, 
are prized wins for Anwar, ana-
lysts said.

The ruling coalition, however, 
lost its two-thirds majority in 
Selangor, as the opposition 
made strong inroads.

Perikatan is backed by the 
Malaysian Islamic Party, or 
PAS, whose strong performance 
in last year’s general elections 
had sparked ruling party con-
cerns it could spring a surprise 
and flip one or two states to the 
opposition.

“This is a decision of the 
people. We have to respect this 
decision,” Anwar said of the 
results at a late-night press con-
ference as he also appealed for 
unity after a divisive campaign.

“The federal government 
remains strong after this poll 
and we will continue to promote 

a prosperous Malaysia,” he 
added.

Oh Ei Sun of the Pacific 
Research Center of Malaysia 
think tank said “it was a nail-
biting win for Anwar after he 
thwarted the challenge from the 
powerful Islamic party PAS”.

Bridget Welsh, a Malaysia 
expert from the University of 
Nottingham, said retaining the 
three states was a “victory for 
Anwar” as “he had gone into this 
campaign defensively”.

“It was in many ways a stress 
reliever for Anwar not to be con-
fronted with any major political 
shifts that could alter the status 
quo,” said Mustafa Izzuddin, a 
political analyst with consultan-
cy Solaris Strategies Singapore.

But the outcome was also a 
disappointment in that “his coali-
tion did not make much signifi-
cant inroads” at the polls, he told 
agency.

Anwar “has more than enough 
time” before the 2027 general 

elections “to shore up support 
including the complex political 
bargaining that may need to 
happen within the coalition”, 
according to Mustafa.

‘No guarantee’
James Chin, a Malaysia expert 

at the University of Tasmania 
in Australia, had warned ear-
lier Saturday of “dire” conse-
quences if Anwar lost even a 
single state, including shifting 
allegiances that could have 
threatened his future as prime 
minister.

Anwar became prime minis-
ter last November after a long 
struggle as an opposition leader.

His party had won the most 
seats in the general election but 
fell short of the outright majority 
needed to form a government.

That forced him into an alliance 
with former foes in the United 
Malays National Organization to 
secure a two-thirds parliamen-
tary majority and approval from 
Malaysia’s king to form a “unity 
government”.

The coalition has so far held 
together in a country that had 
seen three leadership turnovers 
in as many years after scandal-
tainted Najib Razak was voted 
out as prime minister in 2018 
over massive corruption at state 
fund 1MDB.

But Oh, the analyst, said 
Anwar “must remain vigilant” 
even as he pushes for reforms.

“There is no guarantee that his 
government will stay until the 
next general elections,” he said.

KAHULUI, Aug 13 
(Agencies): The first 
Vilma Reed knew there 
was a fire bearing 
down on Lahaina was 
when she saw it a few 
yards (meters) from her 
house.

Like many of those 
who fled the fast-mov-
ing blaze that killed 
at least 89 people on 
the Hawaiian island of 
Maui, she got no official 
warning and no order to 
evacuate.

“You know when we 
found that there was a 
fire? When it was across 
the street from us,” the 
63-year-old told agency 
in an evacuation center 
parking lot.

“The mountain behind 
us caught on fire and 
nobody told us jack.”

Reed herded her 
daughter, grandson 
and two pet cats into the 
car and careered out of 
town.

“I raced a line of fire to 
get my family out,” she 
said.

The cause of the ter-
rifying inferno was still 
under investigation Sat-
urday, but experts say 
that whatever sparked 
it, a collision of circum-
stances meant that it 
spread very quickly.

These include the 
unchecked growth of 
flammable non-native 
plants, the volcanic 
topography that cre-
ates drying down-slope 
winds, an unusually 
parched winter, and a 
churning hurricane hun-
dreds of miles (kilome-
ters) to the southwest.

But in a state not 
unused to natural 
disasters -- Hawaii has 
earthquakes, active vol-
canoes, a history of tsu-
namis and is regularly 
hit by powerful tropical 
storms -- the lack of 
warning from authori-
ties has puzzled and 
angered many.

“We underestimated 
the lethality, the quick-
ness of fire,” Hawaii 
congresswoman Jill 
Tokuda told agency.

“It’s not like hurri-
cane force winds are 

unknown to Hawaii, or 
dry brush, or red flag 
conditions. We saw this 
before in (Hurricane) 
Lane. We did not learn 
our lesson from Lane (in 
2018) -- that brush fires 
could erupt as a result 
of churning hurricane 
winds below us to the 
south,” Tokuda said.

The fire knocked out 
power and residents of 
Lahaina told reporters 
that they had no cell ser-
vice -- a common chan-
nel that authorities use 
when they want to alert 
residents to danger.

The same electricity 
blackout would certainly 
have limited residents’ 
ability to watch televi-
sion or listen to the radio 
-- two other channels 
where official warnings 
are issued.

But the more robust 
outdoor warning sirens 
that are intended to alert 
islanders to danger did 
not sound, the Hawaii 
Emergency Services 
Administration (HI-EMA) 
said.

“Neither Maui nor 
HI-EMA activated warn-
ing sirens on Maui 
during the wildfire inci-
dent,” the organization 
said, according to NBC 
News.

Hawaii’s governor, 
Josh Green, said it was 
“too early for me to tell” 
whether the absence of 
sirens was a technical 
failure or a deliberate 
decision by operators.

The state’s attorney 
general, Anne Lopez, 
said she was launching 
a probe into the time-
line of the blaze, includ-
ing “critical decision-

making” at the time the 
flames were spreading.

‘Big sirens’
For Kamuela Kawaa-

koa, it felt like the town 
was left to fend for itself 
as disaster struck.

“There were no emer-
gency alerts. No warn-
ing systems went off -- 
nothing, so some people 
didn’t even know about 
the fire till it was too 
late,” the 34-year old 
told agency.

Kawaakoa, who is 
now living in a pop-up 
tent and surviving on 
the kindness of strang-
ers, said even without 
cell service and power, 
there should have been 
a way to tell people what 
was happening.

“You can still call 911 
without any cell service, 
you should still be able 
to get emergency alerts 
on your phone,” he said.

“And then we have 
these big sirens on 
poles... I’m sure they 
have a way of making 
it work even without 
power.

“You know, they gotta 
be prepared for that kind 
of stuff.”

Kawaakoa,  who 
worked in the now-razed 
Captain Jack’s restau-
rant on Lahaina’s tour-
isty Front Street, said 
victims were pointing 
to downed power lines 
as a possible source of 
ignition for the blaze.

Why, he wants to know, 
were they not shut off?

“I feel like there was 
more that could have 
been done to save a lot 
of people that died in 
this fire,” he said.

Relief for Malaysian PM as ruling coalition 
retains 3 seats in local polls

“Nobody Told Us Jack”: 
Hawaii Residents As Wildfire 
Death Count Touches 89

MOSCOW, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Russia sent 
a task force to oversee 
cleanup of parts of the 

country’s Far East on 
Sunday after Typhoon 
Khanun passed through 
the Primorye region, the 

emergencies ministry in 
Moscow said.

Russia’s TASS news 
agency quoted the 

ministry as saying the 
number of f looded 
homes stood at 4,368 
while 5,654 adjoining 
plots and 7 apartment 
buildings also were 
flooded. It said 28 settle-
ments remained cut off.

It said most of the 
affected homes were 
in the cities of Ussuri-
ysk and Spassk-Dalny, 
and in the Oktyabrsky 
municipal district, in 
the region of Primorye, 
where the port of Vladi-
vostok is the administra-
tive center.

The ministry said in its 
Telegram channel that 
the task force would 

“coordinate the work 
to eliminate the conse-
quences of the flood.” It 
said its aircraft delivered 
humanitarian aid and 
Mi-8 helicopters helped 
transfer rescuers to the 
site.

It added there were 
no reports of casualties 
and that it had avoided 
more serious damage 
by sending units in early.

TASS said the flood in 
Ussuriysk, the second 
largest city in Primo-
rye, was the worst and 
biggest in a decade 
and that it had affected 
between 35 and 40 per-
cent of its territory.

Typhoon Khanun hits Russia’s Primorye 
region, nearly 4,400 homes flooded

Typhoon Khanun wreaked havoc in the Primorye region and flooded 4,368 houses 
as Russia sent a task force to the region for a cleanup drive.
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Huge participation in 
Tiranga rally ‘big answer’ 

to those claiming none 
would pick up Tri-colour 

in Kashmir: J&K LG
Minister Narendra Modi who has filled the 

hearts of the people of Kashmir with enthu-
siasm and united them. Today the youth 
are raising the tricolour in their hands,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

“The spirit of ‘Meri Mati Mera Desh’ and 
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ must unite us as we 
embark on this noble endeavour,” remarked 
the Lieutenant Governor, radiating con-
fidence in the unwavering dedication of 
the people to be part of this monumental 
celebration.

The Director General of Police, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Dilbagh Singh also took part 
in the Tiranga rally and said that we are 
feeling proud.

“We are feeling proud that we were part 
of the ‘Tiranga Rally’ today. This year’s rally 
was bigger than last year’s…We want to 
work together for the peace of the nation. 
All the necessary security arrangements 
are being done for Independence Day,” 
said J-K DGP.

Moreover, ADGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar 
said that the security arrangements have 
been tightened ahead of Independence 
Day.

 “The Tiranga Rally was led by the LG 
Manoj Sinha…Tight security arrangements 
have been made ahead of the Indepen-
dence Day rally,” Kashmir ADGP said.

In view of Independence Day, District 
Administration Anantnag in collaboration 
with Municipal Committee Dooru Anant-
nag, Jammu Kashmir Police, local schools, 
and CRPF held the longest Tiranga Rally 
to date in South Kashmir under the “Meri 
Maati Mera Desh” campaign on Saturday.

Earlier, as a part of “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav”, Police organised various events to 
observe “Meri Maati Mera Desh-Mitti Ko 
Naman Veroon Ka Vandan” a nationwide 
campaign at various police establishments 
across the Kashmir valley. The campaign 
witnessed a range of impactful activities 

and gained momentum on Day 3 with a 
series of events across the valley.

A fervour of patriotism and nationalism 
was witnessed during the massive Tiranga 
Rally.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday 
urged the people of India to participate in 
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ movement from 
August 13 to 15 this year.

PM Modi said that the Indian flag sym-
bolises the spirit of freedom and national 
unity and urged the people to upload their 
photographs with the Tiranga on the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ website.

Meanwhile, around 1,800 special guests 
from all over India will be attending the 
Independence Day Flag hoisting by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the Red Fort.

Tiranga Rally response 
reflects Kashmir 

normalcy: JK Chief 
Justice

much better future for this place.”
The Chief Justice further said that Kash-

mir cannot be seen anymore as a troubled 
place and that more stability and develop-
ment will come to this place.

He also said that they feel proud to partici-
pate in the Tiranga rally and being part of 
the Independence Day celebrations here,

Chinese workers’ convoy 
targeted in Pak’s 

Balochistan, attackers killed
Xinjiang province as part of the $60 bil-

lion so-called China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, or CPEC.

The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), 
which claimed responsibility for today’s 
attack, opposes the Chinese investments 
in the region, saying they do not benefit the 
local people. The BLA has attacked CPEC-
linked projects in the past too.

Indian Army conducts 
patrolling along LoC in 

Poonch ahead of 

Independence Day
police establishments across the Kashmir 

valley. The campaign witnessed a range of 
impactful activities and gained momentum 
on Day 3 with a series of events across 
the valley.

In Awantipora, Jammu and Kashmir 
police in collaboration with district admin-
istration organised a huge Tiranga Rally, 
which started from Police Lines Awantipora 
and culminated at IUST Awantipora. Stu-
dents, the general public, and scores of 
youths from different areas of the district, 
officers/officials of police and civil depart-
ment participated.

Adequate security in 
place for Independence 

Day celebrations: DGP 
Dilbag Singh

most of these bids have been foiled at the 
Line of Control (LoC) itself.

”Attempts to infiltrate have been taking 
place but most of the bids have been 
eliminated. Most of the encounters this 
year have taken place along the LoC,” he 
added.

Security Forces put on 
high alert in Jammu and 

Kashmir ahead of 
Independence Day

Intelligence agencies are working in coor-
dination with the local administration to 
gather and analyse intelligence inputs to 
thwart any potential security threats.

Additional precautionary measures, such 
as the deployment of additional security 
personnel and enhanced coordination 
among security agencies, have also been 
put into place.

These heightened security measures are 
standard practice to safeguard the public 
and maintain peace during an important 
national event, Independence Day. It is a 
proactive approach to deter any possible 
security threats and provide a secure envi-
ronment for the citizens to celebrate this 

important occasion.

No restrictions, Internet 
blockade on Indepen-
dence Day in Kashmir: 

Div Com
also appealed them to attend the main 

event on August 15, saying that there is no 
pass needed at all. “It is an open invitation 
for all,” he said.

He said that requisite security and other 
measures have been taken to ensure 
smooth conduct of 77th Independence 
celebrations across Kashmir.

Rescuers retrieve body 
of Italian trekker from 

Charchar La pass in 
Ladakh

last month but had gone missing since 
July 22, 2023, with his last sighting report-
edly recorded near Hankar by a local. 
Police registered a missing report on a 
complaint of the lady and operations were 
launched to locate the missing Italian 
National.

Bakshi Stadium to host 
Independence Day 

function in Kashmir after 
Five Years

absence of an elected government, the 
governor of the erstwhile state would do 
the honours. Since the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370 and reorganisation of Jammu and 
Kashmir in 2019, the Lieutenant Governor 
appointed by the Centre is the chief guest 
at these functions.

A full dress rehearsal was held at the 
Bakshi Stadium where Bhiduri took the 
salute at the march past. Contingents of 
police, security forces and school children 
took part in the parade, After the parade, 
artists and school kids performed at a cul-
tural programme highlighting the diversity 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Security has been 

beefed up around the venue for the Inde-
pendence Day function here with security 
personnel deployed in strength, officials 
said. They said the roads around Bakshi 
stadium were kept off limits for traffic during 
the course of the dress rehearsal.

ACB arrests Patwari 
for accepting bribe in 

Baramulla
document on intervention of one local 

person who accompanied complainant to 
patwari office but demanded bribe of Rs. 
5000 for doing so”, he said.

He said that the complainant was made 
to suffer a lot by concerned patwari who 
didn’t furnish the exact documents which 
he needed for pursuing his case before 
authorities. The patwari has asked him to 
come to office on 12-8-2023 along with 
the one local person whom patwari also 
knew ,with bribe money of Rs.5000 to get 
revenue documents.

As complainant was not interested in pay-
ment of bribe, he approached Anti corrup-
tion Bureau with written application and 
requested for taking legal action against 
concerned patwari for demanding bribe.

As the contents of complaint prima facie 
disclosed the commission of offence pun-
ishable U/S 7 of the PC Act 1988 by accused 
public servant namely Tariq Ahmad, Pat-
wari, Halqa Zalora, Tehsil Bommai, Dis-
trict Baramulla, accordingly a Case FIR 
No. 08/2023 is registered at Police Station 
Anti Corruption Bureau, Baramulla and the 
investigation started. During the course of 
investigations the accused Patwari was 
caught red handed while demanding and 
accepting bribe from complainant and the 
bribe amount was also recovered from his 
possession in presence of independent 
witnesses. The accused patwari has been 
arrested on spot and further investigations 
are going on.

DRI seizes four leopard 
skins in Srinagar

Department of Wild Life Protection, 
Jammu and Kashmir after initial seizure 
proceedings under the Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972.
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TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Aug 13: 
On world organ dona-
tion day, Doctors Asso-
ciation Kashmir (DAK) 
on Sunday said cadav-
eric (deceased) organ 
donation needs to be 
promoted in Kashmir.

“There is a dire need 
to create public aware-
ness about the impor-
tance of cadaveric 
organ donation,” said 
DAK President Dr Nisar 
ul Hassan.

 Dr Hassan said 
cadaveric organ dona-
tion is the process 
of retrieving organs 
for transplantation to 
another person from 
a brain dead person 
whose organs are kept 
viable by artificial sup-

port.
“Cadaveric transplan-

tation is about gifting 
life, turning a tragedy 
into new life for some 
patients. It can bring 
new life to as many as 
8 patients,” he said.

“Organs which can be 
harvested after death 
include kidneys, liver, 
lungs, heart, pancreas, 
small intestines and 
cornea.”

The DAK President 
said Kashmir has a 
huge burden of end 
stage kidney, liver and 
heart failure cases. 
These patients need 
organ replacement to 
save their lives.

Many patients with 
end-stage organ failure 
die painfully while wait-

ing for an organ trans-
plant. “Kashmir has two 
transplant units one at 
SKIMS and other one 
at GMC Srinagar which 
are involved in live relat-
ed kidney transplanta-
tion and most people 
don’t find a live donor,” 
he said.  

Dr Nisar said cadaver-
ic transplantation is not 
being done in Kashmir 
as there are no donors.

Due to lack of aware-
ness and misconcep-
tions among people, 
posthumous organ 
donation is not welcome 
in our society.

Many Muslim majority 
countries have already 
accepted the practice 
of posthumous organ 
donation. It is a norm in 

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
Iran and many other 
countries.

“In order to encourage 
the practice, religious 
leaders should come 
forward and speak in 
support of the prac-
tice,” he said. “Regular 
social functions should 
be organized where 
importance of organ 
donation should be 
highlighted which will 
improve organ donation 
and save lives.”

“Donating/pledging an 
organ is a noble cause 
and nothing could be a 
better goodbye to the 
world than knowing 
that one will be making 
a difference to numer-
ous lives after they are 
gone,” he added.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: 
Hindu nationalist BJP 
leader Shri Raju Chan-
del praised BJP MP and 
actor Sunny Deol's film 
"Gadar 2" today, call-
ing it a spectacular and 
impressive production.

In his statement, Chan-
del said, "This film has 
sewn up the sackcloth 
bed of all Khan brands 
in terms of earnings. 
According to my estima-
tion, this film will gener-
ate a business worth 
1,000 crore rupees."

Chandel further stated, 
"Our popular Member 
of Parliament, the film 
artist Sunny Paaji, first 
became a son-in-law of 
Pakistan as Tara Singh, 
and his son has also 
become one. Today, the 
father-son duo in 'Gadar 
2' has shaken Pakistan's 
sleep and kept them 
awake."

Chandel expressed 
that Pakistan should 
welcome the film 
made by both their 
sons-in-law. "Pakistan 
doesn't leave any stone 
unturned in serving its 
sons-in-law. Just like in 
this movie, where Sunny 
Paaji has portrayed a 
Pakistani brother-in-law, 
and his son, along with 
him, have meticulously 
accounted for their 
Pakistani years, this 
sight should elevate the 
heads of all Indians with 
pride."

Chandel urged the 
Pakistani people to 
watch Sunny Paaji's 
film and said, "Currently, 
without even watching 
the film, a tumult has 
erupted all around Paki-
stan. Once they view 
the film, the eyes of the 
blind followers of Paki-
stan and the traitors of 
India will open."

On this occasion, 
Shri Chandel made a 
demand to the Minis-
ter of Information and 
Broadcasting of the 
country, stating that 
"Gadar 2" should be 
made tax-free through-
out India on August 15.

C h a n d e l  a l s o 
appealed,  "Whi le 
demanding, 'Gadar 2' 
should be screened for 
free across all theaters 
in Kashmir, and for this, 
all patriotic traders of 
Kashmir should strive. 
The people of Kashmir 

should watch this film at 
their expense in the cin-
emas of Srinagar's Lal 
Chowk and others."

Chandel remarked, 
"When our government 
spends so much on 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
just like the way Kerala's 
story was made free by 
our traders, similarly, for 
'Gadar 2,' all patriotic 
citizens should demand 
and strive to bring this 
film to the cinema halls 
of Kashmir."

Chandel asserted, "I 
want to say on the eve 
of August 15, that our 
army and the entire 
nation want us to lib-
erate POK as soon as 
possible. For some time, 
we should give an ulti-
matum to Pakistan and 
our army should infiltrate 
POK and hoist our tri-
color in POK. We should 
do whatever it takes to 
swiftly acquire POK."

Chandel appeals for hoisting National Flag in 
PoK on the evening of Aug 15

Need to promote cadaveric organ 
donation in Kashmir: DAK

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, AUG 13: Dogri Sanstha 
Jammu released Krishna Prem ‘s 
dogri collection of short stories 
entitled ‘KASTURI’ in a simple but 
an impressive function organized 
at Kunwar Viyogi Auditorium, Dogri 
Bhawan, Dogri Sanstha , Karan 
Nagar Jammu. On this occasion, 
Prof. R.D.Sharma ,Ex- Vice Chan-
cellor Jammu University was the 
chief guest, Prof. Lalit Magotra 
President Dogri Sanstha presid-
ed over the function whereas Dr. 
Arvinder Singh ‘Amn’ , Ex- Addi-
tional Secretary Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art, Culture and 
Languages was guest of honour. 

Prof. Veena Gupta, Vice Presi-
dent Dogri Sanstha presented a 
detailed paper on the book.

Prof. R.D.Sharma while speaking 
on the occasion said that Krishna 
Prem is a well known name in short 
story writing in dogri language and 
KASTUTRI has proved it. Prof Lalit 
Magotra was of the opinion that 
the stories of KASTURI are unique 
and ample proof of the potential of 
writer to convey the unique con-
cepts in an impressive manner 
while Dr. Arvinder Singh ‘Amn’ 
while extending his congratulations 
to the short story writer said that 
this book is a welcome addition to 
already rich dogri literature. Krishna 
Prem, gave a detailed account of 

her journey as a short story writer 
and the process involved in writing 
‘KASTURI’ which has stories close 
to heart. She also read a story from 
the book on this occasion.

The programme was conducted 
by Pawan Verma. Rajeshwar Singh 
‘Raju’, General Secretary Dogri 
Sanstha Jammu while presenting 
vote of thanks welcomed KASTU-
RI saying that it has enriched rich 
treasure of dogri short stories. He 
further said that Sanstha is com-
mitted to provide platform to Dogri 
writers and offline with the sole 
purpose of serving for a common 
cause of the Dogra cultural heri-
tage of which Dogri literature is an 
integral part. 

Dogri Sanstha releases Krishna 
Prem’s ‘KASTURI’

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: Ved 
Sahrma Co Incharge 
BJP All Cells, J&K orga-
nized a public Darbar at 
Panchayat Chowadi on 
the directions of Party’s 
High Command.

On the occasion, 
senior BJP leader and 
former minister, Sat 
Sharma, DDC member 
Geetu Aulakh, Corpora-
tor W No 69 Gurmeet 
Randawa and Ved 
Sharma listened to the 
grievances of general 
public.

A diverse range of 
issues were raised by 
people, seeking sought 
resolution on matters 
related to ration, edu-
cation, pension, PHE, 
PDD, revenue, power, 
water scarcity, roads, 
development, and per-
sonal issues.

The Senior BJP lead-
ers gave a patient hear-
ing to the problems pre-
sented by the people, 
which were immediately 
taken up with the con-
cerned officials of the 
departments stressing 
for early resolution so 
that the people are not 
made to suffer.

Ved Sharma took the 
opportunity to brief and 
discuss the upcoming 
ULB and Panchayat 
polls with the Panchs 
and Sarpanchs present. 

He emphasized that the 
upcoming Panchayat 
polls will not be contest-
ed on the basis of party 
symbols but rather on 
the candidates’ ability to 
connect and relate to the 
people. 

DDC member brief 
about works done by 
his. She assured for 
early doing the pending 
works. 

Later, Party’s Teach-
ers, Education & 
Employees Cell in col-
laboration with Forest 

Department jointly con-
ducted a plantation drive 
in the Panchayat. Senior 
BJP leaders, including 
Sat Sharma, actively 
participated in the drive 
and planted saplings to 
promote environmental 
conservation.

Other who attend 
the meeting was Ravi 
Baikshi, Tilak Sharma, 
N K Sharma, verinder 
Gupta, Tara Sharma, 
Mohd Aslam , Vikram 
Singh, Darshan & Sat 
Sharma.

Sat, Ved hold Public Darbar at Panchayat Chowadi
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NEW DELHI, Aug 
13 (Agencies): While 
India’s efforts to boost 
mobile phone and elec-
tronics manufacturing in 
the country have yielded 
commendable results, 
the numbers reveal 
that they have not been 
enough to cater to the 
skyrocketing demand 
for such items.

Over the nine years 
that Narendra Modi 
has been in power, the 
manufacture of elec-
tronic goods – includ-
ing mobile phones and 
appliances – more than 
quadrupled to Rs 8.2 
lakh crores from Rs 1.9 
lakh crore. This trans-
lates to average yearly 
growth of 20%.

However, despite this 
growth, production has 
not been able to keep 
up with surging demand.

Even back in 2014-15, 
against the production of 
1.9 lakh crore, the coun-

try consumed double 
that – or around Rs 3.8 
lakh crore – worth of 
electronic items.

Fast forward to 2022-
23, the situation is not 
much better. While the 
production did increase 
to Rs 8.2 lakh crore, 
demand had grown even 
further to Rs 12.5 lakh 
crores – thus landing the 
country in a situation of 
having to import nearly a 
third of its demand from 
overseas.

And the growth in 
demand will continue to 
rise, according to Minis-
ter of State for informa-
tion technology, Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar, who 
estimates it to hit Rs 
14.9 lakh crores in less 
than three years. 

A similar estimate has 
been put forth in a report 
by India Cellular and 
Electronics Association 
ICEA.

The report too pegs 

India’s future demand 
for electronic goods at 
$180 bln (around Rs 
14.9 lakh crores) by 
2025-26. To deal with 
this and encourage 
exports, the report set a 
production target of Rs 
24.9 lakh crore by the 
same year. 

Around ten years ago, 
a report by an industry 
body warned the Centre 
to take urgent steps, 
forecasting that without 
such steps, India’s elec-
tronics import bill could 
balloon to $300 billion 
by 2020, making it the 
single biggest item of 
import.

Alarmed by such pre-
dictions, the Modi gov-
ernment came up with a 
new scheme called Pro-
duction Linked Incentive 
Scheme (PLI). Under 
this, the government 
promised to reimburse 
the manufacturer an 
amount equivalent to 
3% to 6% of the rev-
enue generated from 
the sales of goods 
manufactured under this 
scheme.

In 2020, the gov-
ernment admitted 16 
phone makers under 
this scheme, including 
Samsung, Foxconn, 
Rising Star, Wistron and 
Pegatron for a period of 
five years.

PLI scheme boosts desi 
manufacturing but not enough 

to meet surging demand

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 (Agen-
cies): Deloitte has resigned as 
auditor of the Adani group’s port 
company, with the firm run by 
billionaire Gautam Adani saying 
the auditor wanted a wider remit 
over other firms in the conglom-
erate following the report of a 
US short seller.

The resignation comes weeks 
after Deloitte raised concern 
over certain transactions 
flagged in the report by Hinden-
burg Research.

In a statement, Adani Ports 
& Special Economic Zone 
(APSEZ) confirmed the resigna-
tion and appointment of MSKA & 
Associates as the new auditor.

Deloitte has been the auditor 
of APSEZ since 2017. In July 
2022, it was given another five-
year term.

“In Deloitte’s recent meeting 
with APSEZ management and 
its Audit Committee, Deloitte 
indicated a lack of a wider audit 
role as auditors of other listed 
Adani portfolio companies. The 
Audit Committee was of the view 
that the grounds advanced by 
Deloitte for resignation as Statu-
tory Auditor were not convincing 
or sufficient to warrant such a 
move,” it said.

APSEZ conveyed that it was 
not within the remit of the firm 
and its Board to recommend 
group-wide appointments as 
other listed Adani portfolio 
companies are completely inde-
pendent, with separate boards, 
executive teams and minority 
shareholders.

“Following this, Deloitte 
was not willing to continue as 
APSEZ’s statutory auditor and, 
therefore, it was agreed to ami-
cably end the client-auditor con-
tractual relationship between 
APSEZ and Deloitte,” it said.

Deloitte Haskins & Sells LLP in 
May flagged three transactions, 
including recoveries from a con-
tractor identified in the Hinden-
burg report, in issuing a quali-
fied opinion on the accounts of 
APSEZ.

In the auditors’ report on the 
audit of the fourth quarter and 
2022-23 financials, Deloitte 
highlighted transactions with 
three entities, which the compa-
ny said were unrelated parties.

Deloitte however said it could 
not attest to the company’s 
statement as no independent 
external examination has been 
done to prove the claims.

Following this, it wanted a 
wider conglomerate-wide audit 
which the Adani group firm 
refused.

Hindenburg Research in its 
January 24 report that lev-
elled allegations of fraud, stock 
manipulation, and money laun-

dering against the Adani group, 
had also flagged inadequate 
disclosures of related party 
transactions. Adani group has 
denied all allegations.

Deloitte had stated that the 
Adani group did not consider 
it necessary to have an inde-
pendent external examination 
of these allegations because of 
their evaluation and the ongoing 
investigation by the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI).

“The evaluation performed by 
the Group does not constitute 
sufficient appropriate audit evi-
dence for the purposes of our 
audit,” Deloitte had said in notes 
to APSEZ’s financial statement.

In the absence of the inde-
pendent external examination 
and the pending completion of 
investigation by SEBI, the audi-
tor had said it cannot comment if 
the company was fully compliant 
with the law and if the transac-
tions flagged may result in pos-
sible adjustments and/or disclo-
sures in the financial statement 
in respect of related parties.

The six-member expert panel 
appointed by the Supreme Court 

in May found no regulatory fail-
ure or signs of price manipula-
tion in the Adani Group stocks in 
its interim report.

The transactions flagged by 
Deloitte included engineering, 
procurement and construction 
(PEC) purchase contracts with 
a subsidiary of a party identified 
in the Hindenburg report.

Also, the group “re-negotiated 
the terms of sale of its container 
terminal under construction in 
Myanmar” to Anguilla-incorpo-
rated Solar Energy Ltd. The sale 
consideration was revised from 
Rs 2,015 crore to Rs 246.51 
crore and an impairment charge 
was taken. The group told the 
auditor these are not related 
parties.

APSEZ in a statement on 
Saturday said, “In response to 
a query by the Audit Commit-
tee, Deloitte confirmed that they 
have received all the APSEZ 
information from the manage-
ment of the company.

“The same has been con-
firmed by Deloitte in their res-
ignation letter dated August 12, 
2023, to the company,” it added.

Without disclosing the con-
tents of the resignation letter, 
APSEZ said, “The ‘other mat-
ters’ highlighted in the auditor’s 
resignation are adequately dis-
closed and addressed in our 
FY23 financial statements. We 
are fully confident that these 
matters will be appropriately 
resolved in our September’23 
filing.”

Deloitte resigns as statutory auditor for Adani 
Ports and Special Economic Zone

The resignation comes after Deloitte expressed apprehensions about certain 
transactions that were highlighted in a report by Hindenburg Research. The manufacture of electronic goods – including mobile 

phones and appliances – more than quadrupled to Rs 8.2 
lakh crores from Rs 1.9 lakh crore in nine years. 

HYDERABAD, Aug 13 
(Agencies): The Board 
of Directors FIT Hon 
Teng Ltd (Foxconn) 
approved the invest-
ment of USD 400 mil-
lion in Telangana, V 
Lee, a Foxconn India 
representative said in a 
social media post.

Taiwan-based con-
tract manufacturer Fox-
conn is Apple’s biggest 
supplier.

“FIT Singapore’s 
proposal to make a 
capital injection of US$ 
400,000,000 to Chang 
Yi Interconnect Tech-
nology (India) Private 
Limited, which is held 
by FIT Singapore as to 
99.99 per cent of the 
capital stock,” FIT Hon 
Teng informed the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange.

Posting the company’s 
disclosure on his social 
media handle, V Lee 

said “Moving so fast, 
Telangana! Another 
US$400M is coming.”

Reacting to V Lee’s 
post, Telangana Minis-
ter for IT and Industries 
KT Rama Rao tweeted 
on Saturday saying the 
fresh investment pro-
posal is in addition to 
the already committed 
USD 150 million earlier.

“Our friendship with 
Foxconn Group remains 
steadfast, each of us 
delivering on mutual 
commitments. With 
total infusement of 
$550m (adding previous 
$150m), FIT is poised to 
deliver on its promises 
in Telangana. This once 
again proves Telanga-
na Speed,” Rama Rao 
tweeted on X.

Electronics major 
Foxconn Interconnect 
Technology in May laid 
the foundation for a new 

electronics manufactur-
ing facility in Telangana 
as part of its investment 
in the state.

The proposed elec-
tronics manufacturing 
facility at Kongara Kalan 
near here is a milestone 
for the Taiwanese firm’s 
global expansion strate-
gy, diversifying its global 
manufacturing base, a 
press release had ear-
lier said.

The proposed facility 
will serve as a hub for 
Foxconn Interconnect 
Technology’s operations 
in Telangana allowing 
the firm to expand its 
production capacity, it 
said.

Earlier this year, Fox-
conn Technology Group 
chairman Young Liu 
along with his senior 
officials met Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao here.

Apple supplier Foxconn ups its 
investment proposal to USD 550 
million in Telangana NEW DELHI, Aug 13 (Agen-

cies): Getting the second 
Covid jab on the same arm as 
the first one or on the opposite 
arm could influence the body’s 
immune response generated 
against the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 
new research from Germany 
says.

Those who got jabbed on the 
same side, or ipsilaterally, gen-
erated more antibodies against 
the Covid-causing pathogen 
than those who got jabbed on 
the opposite side, or contralat-
erally, the study from Saarland 
University and other German 
institutes found.

Further, median levels of infec-
tion-fighting CD8 T-cells gener-
ated in response to the spike-
protein of the pathogen were 
found to be significantly lower in 
those contralaterally vaccinated. 
CD8 T-cells destroy virus-infect-
ed cells and render protection 
against severe disease.

Consequently, after contralat-
eral vaccination, fewer individu-
als (43 per cent) were found to 
have detectable levels of CD8 
T-cells than after ipsilateral vac-

cination (67 per cent), the study 
published in the journal eBio-
Medicine said.

Individual doses of two-dose 
vaccine-regimens are consecu-
tively administered into the del-
toid muscle, which is the large 
triangular muscle covering the 
shoulder joint.

However, “little attention has 
so far been paid to the immu-
nological effects of choosing the 
ipsilateral or the contralateral 
side for the second dose,” the 
authors wrote in the study.

The study was performed in 

303 never-infected individuals 
(aged 24-55), of whom 147 
received the second Pfizer 
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 
dose on the ipsilateral side and 
156 on the contralateral side. 
Blood samples were drawn 15 
days after the second dose and 
measured for antibodies and 
immune T-cells produced in 
response to the SARS-CoV-2 
spike.

While both ipsilateral and con-
tralateral vaccination induce a 
strong immune response, sec-
ondary boosting was more pro-

nounced when choosing the 
same routes used for adminis-
tering the vaccine the first time, 
the researchers wrote in the 
study.

This may be because after 
ipsilateral vaccination, boosting 
of the immune response after 
the first and the second dose 
both occurred through the same 
lymph nodes, which is where the 
infection-fighting fluid containing 
CD8 T-cells is produced, they 
wrote.

This was supported by previ-
ous research which, they said, 
demonstrated that ipsilateral 
lymph nodes where the vac-
cine had been applied were 
significantly larger in size and 
showed higher metabolic activ-
ity compared to the contralateral 
lymph nodes.

Considering these findings, 
“the choice of arm for the second 
vaccination represents a previ-
ously unappreciated factor that 
may contribute to overall vac-
cine effectiveness on a popula-
tion level”, the authors wrote in 
the study.

Choice of arm for second Covid jab could 
influence immune response, says new research

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 (Agencies): 
An unusual case of a long Covid 
patient’s legs turning blue after 
10 minutes of standing has been 
reported in a study published in 
The Lancet journal.

The study described the case of 
a 33-year old man who developed 
a condition called acrocyanosis, 
which refers to blood pooling in 
the veins of the legs.

A minute after standing, his legs 
began to redden and became 
increasingly blue over time, with 
the veins becoming more promi-
nent, the study from the University 
of Leeds, UK, said.

The colour was seen to become 
much more pronounced after 
10 minutes of standing, with the 
patient describing a heavy, itchy 
sensation in his legs.

However, his original colour was 
observed to return two minutes 
after he resumed a non-standing 
position.

The patient said he had started 
to experience the discolouration 
since his COVID-19 infection, the 
researchers said in the study.

“This was a striking case of acro-
cyanosis in a patient who had not 
experienced it before his COVID-
19 infection,” said Manoj Sivan, 
the study’s author and associate 
clinical professor at the university’s 
School of Medicine.

The patient was then diagnosed 
with postural orthostatic tachycar-
dia syndrome (POTS), a condition 
causing an abnormal increase in 
heart rate upon standing.

Long Covid has been shown to 
affect multiple systems in the body, 

including the autonomic nervous 
system, which is responsible for 
regulating involuntary processes in 
the body such as heart rate, blood 

pressure, respiration, digestion, 
and sexual arousal.

Acrocyanosis has previously 
been observed in children with 

dysfunction of the autonomic ner-
vous system (dysautonomia), a 
common symptom of post-viral 
syndromes.

“Patients experiencing this may 
not be aware that it can be a symp-
tom of long Covid and dysautono-
mia and may feel concerned about 
what they are seeing. Similarly, cli-
nicians may not be aware of the 
link between acrocyanosis and 
long Covid,” said Sivan.

Previous research by Sivan’s 
team has shown that both dys-
autonomia and POTS frequently 
develop in people with Long Covid.

Dysautonomia is also seen in a 
number of other long-term condi-
tions such as Fibromyalgia and 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis, also 
known as Chronic Fatigue Syn-

drome or ME, both of which affect 
muscles and cause pain.

The researchers said that the 
patient’s case highlighted the need 
for greater awareness of this symp-
tom among people experiencing 
this condition.

“We need to ensure that there 
is more awareness of dysauto-
nomia in long Covid so that clini-
cians have the tools they need to 
manage patients appropriately,” 
said Sivan.

Long Covid includes symptoms 
of fatigue, brain fog, depression 
and anxiety among others, heav-
ily impacting the patients’ ability to 
perform daily activities and their 
quality of life, which in some cases 
has been found to be worse than 
that of advanced cancer patients.

Unusual case of ‘blue legs’ in long Covid patient 
seen, reveals Lancet study

Patient diagnosed with postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome, a condition causing an abnormal increase in heart rate upon standing
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CHENNAI, Aug 13 
(Agencies): A spirited 
India eked out a fight-
ing 4-3 win over Malay-
sia in the final to clinch 
the Asian Champions 
Trophy hockey tourna-
ment for the fourth time 
here.

Malaysia were aggres-
sive in the first half as 
the Indians found it 
difficult to restrict their 
opponent.

India converted the 
first PC in the ninth 
minute, Jugraj scoring 
with a fierce flick to the 
right of the Malaysian 
goalie.

The Indians got into 
their groove as the 
match progressed and 
played full-press hockey 
after the sluggish start.

But Malaysia didn’t sit 
back and continued to 
test the Indian defence. 
Their efforts bore fruit in 
the 14th minute when 

Abu Kamal Azari found 
the back of the net after 
being fed by Azuan 
Hasan from the right 
flank.

Seconds from the first 
quarter, India secured 
back-to-back penalty 
corners but wasted both 
the chances.

Malaysia kept up their 
tempo in the second 
quarter and earned con-
secutive penalty corners 
in the 18th minute, the 
second of which was 
converted by Razie 
Rahim as the ball went 
in after getting a deflec-
tion from rusher Amit 
Rohidas’ stick.

Malaysia secured a 
penalty corner for an 
unnecessary stick check 
by Jugraj in the 23rd 
minute but the effort 
went wide.

Malaysia got another 
penalty corner in the 

28th minute and this 
time Muhamad Aminu-
din made no mistake to 
hand his side a 3-1 lead 
at half-time.

Malaysia earned 
another penalty corner 
in the 43rd minute but 
India defended stoutly.

The Indians turned the 
match on its head in a 
span of a minute, pump-
ing in two goals to level 
the scores 3-3.

While India skipper 
Harmanpreet Singh 
scored from a pen-
alty stroke in the 45th 
minute, seconds later 
Gurjant Singh found the 
back of the net from field 
play to make the score-
line 3-3.

India secured a pen-
alty corner six minutes 
from the final hooter, but 
Harmanpreet’s flick was 
saved by the opposition 
goalkeeper.

India kept up the pres-
sure and earned anoth-
er penalty corner soon, 
but Harmanpreet’s effort 
went wide.

Akashdeep Singh 
scored the winner for 
India with a slap stick 
from top of the ‘D’ after 
receiving a pass from 
Mandeep Singh.

Spirited India beat Malaysia 4-3 
to win Asian Champions Trophy

LAUDERHILL (USA), Aug 13 
(Agencies): Shubman Gill and 
Yashasvi Jaiswal gave a glitter-
ing manifestation of their talent 
as India humbled West Indies 
by nine wickets in the fourth 
T20 International in Lauderhill, 
United States of America on Sat-
urday. India hunted down 179 
with full three overs to spare, 
and the victory helped them to 
level the five-match series 2-2. 
The deciding fifth T20I will be 
played on Sunday. Coming into 
this match, India needed some 
runs from their openers and the 
two young men did precisely 
that.

Gill (77 off 47 balls) and 
Jaiswal (84 not out off 51 balls) 
slipped into overdrive from ball 
one and they seldom downshift-
ed either. They made 165 runs 
together and it was India’s best 
stand for the opening wicket in 
this series so far.

There were apprehensions 
of pitch getting slowed down in 
the second half of the match, as 
it often happened in the past. 
But the centre square that was 
recently refurbished using the 
Mississippi soil stayed true for 
the whole course of the match.

Gill and Jaiswal used the wick-

et’s friendly nature to the hilt as 
66 runs cascaded in the Power 
Play segment. The eight fours 
and three sixes they smoked 
during that phase, underscored 
Indian batters’ dominance.

Incidentally, all three sixes took 
birth off Gill’s punishing bat.

Gill was the first to stroll 
past the fifty-run mark, cutting 
Rovman Powell past the point 
fielder for a couple.

Jaiswal soon joined his partner 
on that landmark point, and it 
was achieved in an even more 
eye-popping fashion.

Powell tried to go wide of off-
stump but the left-hander moved 
across and thumped the ball 
through wide square leg for a 

boundary, and celebrated his 
maiden T20I fifty with unmasked 
glee.

In the process of making 165, 
Gill and Jaiswal equalled the 
record for the second highest 
opening alliance for India in 
T20Is. They are now tied with 
Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul who 
made 165 against Sri Lanka at 
Indore in Sri Lanka in 2017.

Perhaps, it was the first chap-
ter in passing of the baton to the 
younger crop as far as the short-
est format is concerned.

Earlier, an outstanding effort 
by bowlers helped India pin 
down West Indies to a total that 
was underwhelming considering 
a pitch that offered true bounce 

and little turn.
West Indies’ decision to bat 

first was understandable as 
teams batting first often enjoyed 
a distinct advantage here, large-
ly because of a pitch that tends 
to slow down as the match pro-
gresses.

However, the home batsmen, 
save Shimron Hetmyer (61) and 
Shai Hope (45), failed to capi-
talise on an excellent chance to 
put on board a bigger total.

In fact, the hosts did not 
manage even a single fifty stand 
in their innings.

The West Indies essay 
revolved around two partner-
ships - a 49 for the fifth wicket 
between Hope and Hetmyer and 
then a 47 for the eighth wicket 
between Hetmyer and Odean 
Smith.

On other times, Indian bowlers 
led by Arshdeep Singh (3/38) 
and Kuldeep Yadav (2/26) kept 
the Windies batting unit on a 
tight leash.

Hetmyer, who pounded a fifty, 
played some meaty shots in the 
end as West Indies scored at 
a fair clip in the last five overs.

But Gill and Jaiswal ensured 
that the total was not even suf-
ficient to stretch India.

IND vs WI: Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill Hammer 
Fifties As India Brush Aside West Indies By 9 

Wickets In 4th T20I; Level Series 2-2
Shubman Gill and Yashasvi Jaiswal gave a glittering manifestation of their talent as 

India humbled West Indies by nine wickets in the fourth T20 International in Lauderhill, 
United States of America

Akashdeep Singh scores the winner for India with 
a slap stick from top of the ‘D’

BRISBANE, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Co-hosts 
Australia surged into 
their f irst Women’s 
World Cup semi-final 
after a heart-stopping 
7-6 penalty shoot-out 
win against France, with 
European champions 
England or Colombia 
awaiting them.

With the two sides 
locked at 0-0 after 120 
minutes, it all came 
down to Australia’s 
Cortnee Vine, and she 
coolly converted the 
winning kick to send 
the Brisbane crowd into 
raptures.

It ended a remarkable, 
drama-filled, shoot-out 
that saw both teams 
take 10 penalties. Aus-
tralia coach Tony Gus-
tavsson said it was the 
most emotionally drain-
ing night of his career.

“I’ve won medals, 
but I said to the team 
before this game that 
it’s not about the medals 
around your neck,” he 
added.

“It’s about the heart 
beating on the back of 
it. And the heart beating 
tonight in this team and 
in this country, unbe-
lievable. I’m so freaking 
proud about this team.”

In front of a sell-out 

crowd of more than 
50,000, Australia’s 
victory was achieved 
despite Sam Kerr again 
being left on the bench 
at kick-off.

The talismanic Matil-
das captain, now fit after 
a calf injury, came on 
early in the second half 
and duly converted her 
penalty in the shoot-out.

Australia goalkeeper 
Mackenzie Arnold had 
missed a chance to win 
the game when her kick 
hit the post, but she 
saved twice from Kenza 
Dali after the VAR spot-
ted she had both feet off 
her line the first time.

Vicki Becho missed 
France’s 10th penalty, 
and it was left to Vine 
to beat France’s substi-
tute goalkeeper Solene 

Durand, who had been 
sent on especially for 
the shoot-out.

“You have to be proud 
of the girls tonight. They 
played an exceptional 
match,” French coach 
Herve Renard said.

“It went from one end 
to the other and it’s hard 
to say who deserved it 
more. Congratulations 
to Australia.

“We have to keep our 
heads up and think 
about the (Paris) Olym-
pic Games.”

There is a growing 
sense of optimism and 
expectation in Australia 
that their team could go 
all the way.

The 2011 champions 
Japan were defeated 
2-1 by Sweden on 
Friday, meaning there 

will be a new name on 
the World Cup trophy 
this year.

Outgoing holders 
the United States and 
former champions 
Norway and Germany 
are all already out.

‘Best yet to come’
England play Colombia 

in Sydney at 1030 GMT 
in front of what promises 
to be another bumper 
crowd at the more than 
80,000-capacity Sta-
dium Australia.

The Lionesses were 
regarded as favourites 
after Sweden defeated 
the United States in 
the last 16, but Sarina 
Wiegman’s side only 
squeezed past Nigeria 
on penalties last time 
out.

They also lost their 

influential attacker 
Lauren James for two 
games after she was 
sent off for stamping on 
an opponent.

Goalkeeper Mary 
Earps made light of 
James’s absence on 
Friday, saying that Eng-
land were in “a really 
good spot” and “we’ve 
got more gears”.

“I think you’ve seen 
glimpses of what we’re 
capable of,” she added.

“I really think the best 
is yet to come.”

They will be favourites 
to beat 25th-ranked 
Colombia but the South 
Americans have already 
caused an upset by 
defeating Germany on 
their way to their best 
run ever at the World 
Cup.

“We know all the histo-
ry that England brings in 
football, it’s important,” 
said their coach, Nelson 
Abadia.

“But what’s important 
for me is the strength in 
the team’s character and 
that is going to be vital 
for what we need to do.”

Spain defeated 2019 
runners-up the Neth-
erlands 2-1 in extra 
time and they will face 
Sweden on Tuesday in 
the semi-finals.

Australia into World Cup semi-finals after 
dramatic penalty shoot-out

LONDON, Aug 13 
(Agencies): Tottenham 
forward Heung-Min 
Son has been named 
the new club captain 
for the 2023/24 Premier 
League season. The 
move comes after Harry 
Kane left to club to join 
Bundesliga champions 
Bayern Munich.

While the South 
Korean forward takes 
the captain’s armband, 
new signing James 
Maddison and centre-
back Christian Romero 
have been named as 
the two vice-captains 
for this season. Last 
season, goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris was the 
captain of Tottenham, 
however, Kane was 
supposed to take over 
but decided to leave the 
club before the start of 
their Premier League 
campaign.

Speaking after being 
named skipper, Son said 
it was a big surprise and 
a very proud moment for 
him. Son joined Totten-
ham from German side 
Bayer Leverkusen in 
2015.

“It’s such a big honour 
to captain this huge 
club. It was big sur-
prise and a very proud 
moment. I’ve already 

said to the players that 
everyone should feel 
like a captain, on and 
off the pitch. It’s a new 
season, a fresh start 
and I will give every-
thing for this shirt and 
this armband,” said Son.

Over the years, Son 
has cultivated respect 
and admiration from his 
colleagues, coaches, 
and fans worldwide, 
not just for his exqui-
site skills but also his 
commendable sports-
manship. The 29-year-
old has consistently 
showcased his prowess 
with 107 goals in 280 
appearances, and every 
team in the league has 
felt his presence on the 
pitch.

England captain Kane 
agreed to a four-year 
contract with Bayern 
Munich on Saturday. As 
the new season com-
mences, with Bayern 

playing against RB 
Leipzig in the Super 
Cup later on Saturday, 
the successful signing of 
30-year-old striker Kane 
until 2027 is seen as a 
victory for the Munich-
based team. The trans-
fer fee has not been 
revealed, but it is specu-
lated to be around 100 
million Euros.

Kane’s glittery career 
with Tottenham began 
in their academy when 
he was just 11 years 
old. He has an accom-
plished record of scoring 
over 280 goals in over 
430 appearances in var-
ious contests. He is the 
second-highest all-time 
Premier League scorer, 
with 213 goals to his 
name. Kane also holds 
the title of England’s 
leading scorer, having 
netted 58 goals in his 
84 international appear-
ances.

Premier League: Heung-Min 
Son named Tottenham captain 
for 2023/24 season

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 (Agen-
cies): The recent camaraderie 
between former India skipper, 
Virat Kohli, and Pakistan captain, 
Babar Azam, has been the talk 
of the cricketing world. The bond 
between the two cricketers took 
a significant turn when Babar 
expressed support for Kohli during 
a difficult spell with his batting 
form in 2022. Interestingly, this 
happened at a time when their bat-
ting styles were regularly being 
compared to each other.

As India and Pakistan gear up 
for the coveted 2023 Asia Cup, the 
spotlight has once again shifted 
back to these two iconic figures. 
Ahead of the tournament, broad-
caster Star Sports revisited an 
interview with Kohli in which he 
discussed his first conversation 

with Babar.
During the interview, Kohli 

warmly recalled his interaction with 
the Pakistan cricketer and lavished 
praise on Babar, heralding him as 
“one of the top batters in the world 
across formats.”

Recalling the memorable inter-
action, Kohli said, “The first inter-
action I had with him was in the 
2019 World Cup after the game in 
Manchester. Him and Imad. I knew 
Imad from U-19 days. Imad said 
Babar wanted to have a chat, and 
so we sat down and spoke about 
the game. I saw a lot of regard 
and respect from him from Day 1, 
and it hasn’t changed regardless 
of the fact that he is now one of 
the top batsmen in the world right 
now across formats and has been 
performing so consistently, and 

rightly so.”
The much-anticipated clash 

between India and Pakistan will 
take place in the 2023 Asia Cup on 
September 2. Cricket fans around 
the world are eagerly waiting for 
these two stalwarts of the game to 
clash and put on a classic display 
of batting in the highly expecting 
contest. The friendly banter and 
mutual respect between Kohli and 
Babar has certainly added an extra 
spark to this upcoming encounter.

SYDNEY, Aug 13 (Agencies): 
Aaron Finch, who called time on 
his international cricket career 
in February this year, opened up 
about his problem while facing 
India’s veteran pacer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar. Finch was undoubt-
edly one of the white-ball cricket 
superstars for Australia. The 
attacking batter was been a nigh-
mare for many bowlers across the 
globe for his relentless hitting, but 
Bhuvneshwar created a reverse 
impact on him on the ground. It 
was not the India bowler, who 
feared bowling to him, but the 
former Australian batter instead, 
who was not comfortable while 
facing the right-arm pacer.

During a question and answer 
session, a fan asked Finch about 
the trouble he experienced while 
facing Bhuvneshwar and Finch 
came out with an honest reply.

“Big fan here ,why did bhuvi 

troubled you a bit.. Could you 
elaborate? Is it your feet coming 
across??” asked the fan.

“Yep!! Tried for 15 years to stop 
that happening,” wrote the ex-Aus-
tralia captain.

It is worth noting that Bhuvnesh-
war dismissed Finch a total of 

seven times, four of which came 
in a single series in 2019 during 
India’s tour of Australia.

Finch led Australia in a world 
record 76 men’s T20Is, as well as 
in 55 ODIs, before announcing his 
retirement. The long-term white-
ball skipper represented Austra-
lia in 254 international matches 
across all formats, playing five 
Tests, 146 ODIs and 103 T20Is.

Since making his international 
debut in a T20I against England 
in January 2011, Finch amassed 
8,804 runs at the highest level 
which include 17 ODI centuries 
and two T20I tons.

Finch ended his ODI career in 
September of last year, but he con-
tinued to captain Australia in T20Is, 
notably during their disappointing 
home defence of the T20 World 
Cup. He played his last interna-
tional match -- which was a T20I 
-- in October 2022.

“Tried For 15 Years...”: Aaron Finch’s Honest 
Confession On Facing Bhuvneshwar Kumar

IND vs PAK, Asia Cup: I saw a lot of respect 
from him, says Virat Kohli on his first 
interaction with Babar Azam
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: The 
Accounts Assistant Pan-
chayat Union took a 
significant step towards 
addressing the crucial 
issue of career progres-
sion metg BJP MP Rajya 
Sabha, Er. Gulam Ali 
Khatana. The memoran-
dum, presented highlight-
ed the pressing concerns 
faced by the Accounts 
Assistants Panchayat 
Union and emphasizes 
the need for equitable 
and structured pathways 
for career advancement.

The delegation from the 
Accounts Assistant Pan-
chayat Union discussed 
the challenges inhibiting 
the professional growth 
of accounts assistants 
in the Union Territory 
of Jammu and kashmir 

with MP Gulam Ali. They 
shared the collective 
aspirations of accounts 
assistants, who play a 
pivotal role in maintain-
ing financial transpar-
ency and accountability 
within the Panchayat Raj 
system.

Accounts assistants 
have expressed the need 

for clearly defined career 
paths at par with Finance 
Accounts Assistant with 
opportunities for skill 
enhancement and verti-
cal mobility.

MP Gulam Ali Khatana 
expressed his appre-
ciation for the proactive 
approach taken by the 
Accounts Assistant Pan-

chayat Union in advo-
cating for their rights and 
aspirations. He assured 
the delegation of his 
commitment to address-
ing the issues outlined in 
the memorandum and 
promised to engage with 
relevant authorities to 
initiate discussions and 
potential reforms.

AA Panchayat Union meets MP Khatana, 
demand career progression

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: 
Sunil Dimple, the Presi-
dent of Mission State-
hood, spearheaded a 
significant protest rally 
alongside a substantial 
number of women and 
underprivileged fami-
lies, voicing their con-
cerns against the imple-
mentation of prepaid 
recharging metering in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
cities. The demonstra-
tion also saw demands 
for the return of Jammu 
and Kashmir power 
projects to the central 
government.

In his address to the 
protesters, Sunil Dimple 
conveyed a stern mes-
sage to the Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment and warned of 
an impending "Jammu 
band" – a collective 
shutdown of activities 
– in protest against the 
Prepaid Department of 
Development (PDD) 
and the Jammu and 
Kashmir government's 
decision to implement 
a prepaid recharging 

metering system.
Dimple emphasized 

that Mission Statehood 
is in close coordination 
with various political 
parties, chamber asso-
ciations, bar associa-
tions, transport groups, 
and other organizations 
in Jammu. He pledged 
to initiate the "Jammu 
band" after the upcom-
ing Independence Day 
on August 15th.

Highlighting the chal-
lenges faced by impov-
erished consumers and 
families, Dimple under-
scored the difficulties 
faced by daily wage 
earners in recharging 
their connections. He 

appealed to Prime Min-
ister Modi to provide 
free electricity of 500 
units per month to the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Dimple further called 
for the return of Jammu 
and Kashmir power 
projects to the region, 
advocating for free elec-
tricity distribution to its 
residents. He urged LG 
Manoj Sinah to waive off 
old electricity bills, con-
sidering the hardships 
faced by the common 
people.

Dimple implored the 
government to priori-
tize job opportunities 
for educated youth and 

then levy charges like 
"lagan" and "zazias." 
He emphasized that 
the current situation 
has rendered Jammu 
and Kashmir's youth 
unemployed, leaving 
families without sustain-
able sources of income.

The protest rally also 
saw the active partici-
pation of other promi-
nent leaders including 
Rekha Kumari, Sar-
ishta Devi, Chanchla 
Devi, S Jagdev Singh, S 
Baldev Singh, Tarsem, 
Rajinder Kumar, Ashok 
Kumar, Balwan Kumar, 
Sunil Kumar, Sohan 
Lal, Rahul, and many 
others.

Dimple protests against prepaid recharging 
& Power Project ownership in  J&K

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: Sant 
Nirankari Charitable 
Foundation Recall-
ing the Golden words 
said by Nirankari Baba 
Hardev Singh Ji Maha-
raj that "Pollution inside 
or outside both are dan-
gerous "which becomes 
the motivating force for 
Sant Nirankari Mission 
and for its involvement 
in various socio chari-
table activities for many 
years. 

These act iv i t ies 
includes Mega Tree 
plantation drives, blood 
donation camps, Clean-
liness drives, water 
conservation projects, 
awareness campaigns 
about the environmen-
tal issues and the list is 
endless. 

In the month of August 
2021, with the bless-
ings of Satguru Mata 
Sudiksha ji Maharaj, 
Sant Nirankari Mis-
sion launched a Mega 
Project on Environ-
ment protection called 
"Oneness Vann" which 
includes planting of 

micro "Cluster of Trees", 
which were to be main-
tained for next three 
years. Almost 317 sites 
were identified as Pan 
India and the planta-
tions were done with a 
plantation of 1.30 lakhs 
saplings.

After the successful 
launch of first phase in 
2021, with the blessings 
Satuguru Mata ji, this 
project continued in the 
second phase also in 
the year 2022 resulting 
in the development of 
more "Oneness Vann ", 
sites Pan India, bringing 

the total number to 403 
sites with 1.65 lakhs 
trees planted and main-
tained. 

In 2023, in the third 
phase, we are expecting 
more than 100 addition-
al sites to be included in 
Pan India with around 
25,000 plantations.

Today on 13th August 
2023, about 200 devo-
tees from Sant Niran-
kari Mission of District 
Samba took part in the 
Mega Tree plantation 
drive by planting 80 
plants at Kehli Ground, 
back side Sant Niran-

kari Satsang Bhawan 
Samba and mainte-
nance of about 400 
trees already planted 
in August 2021 at One-
ness Vann Samba in the 
premises of cremation 
ground samba.

Among the prominent 
citizens present on the 
occasion were Ravin-
der Singh (Lovelu Sam-
byal, Sarpanch), Sat 
Paul Bhagat, Principal 
Boys Higher Second-
ary School Samba, 
K.C. Bhagat Sanyojak 
Sant Nirankari Mandal 
Branch Samba.

Sant Nirankari Charitable Foundation's 
commitment to environmental protection

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 13: Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish Avim 
Vedic Sanathan Trust 
extended a heartfelt 
honor to Director of 
Tourism Department 
Jammu, Vivekanand 
Rai, in recognition of 
his outstanding efforts 
in promoting tourism. 
During the ceremony, 
Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri, the esteemed head 
of the trust, lauded 
Vivekananda Roy ji's 
exceptional leadership 
which has significantly 
propelled the tourism 
sector.

Under the dynamic 
guidance of Vivekanand 
Roy ji, tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir has expe-
rienced a remarkable 
upswing. Over the past 
two years, the region 
has witnessed a remark-
able surge in tourist 
footfalls, largely attrib-
uted to the visionary 
strategies undertaken 
by the Department of 
Tourism. These efforts 
have encompassed the 

diversification of tour-
ism offerings, ultimately 
resonating positively 
with the visiting tourists.

The Department has 
been unrelenting in its 
pursuit of revitalizing 
tourism in the Union 
Territory, introducing an 
array of innovative initia-
tives over the past two 
years. Tourist hubs such 
as Jammu, Mansar, 
Basholi, Surisar, and 

Patnitop have witnessed 
an influx of enthusiastic 
travelers. Furthermore, 
the inclusion of new 
trekking routes, rafting, 
and adventure activities 
has added depth and 
diversity to the range 
of experiences avail-
able, ensuring a lasting 
impression on tourists.

The unwavering com-
mitment to promoting 
tourism has transcend-

ed boundaries, extend-
ing its influence to areas 
like RSpura and other 
border regions, thereby 
enhancing the allure 
of visiting Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The felicitation event 
saw the presence of 
esteemed dignitaries 
including Trust members 
Ajay Sharma, Jagdev 
Singh Chib, Kamal 
Gupta, and others.

Trust felicitates Director Vivekanand Rai for 
remarkable contributions to tourism promotion

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Aug 
13: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Shri Manoj Sinha 
attended ‘Meri Maati, 
Mera Desh’ programme 
at Srinagar today.

Students, common 
man, Mitti Mitra from 
Panchayats, Blocks, 
Urban Local Bodies 
came together to pay 
homage to the soil of 
motherland.

The Lt Governor paid 
tributes to the freedom 
fighters, martyrs and 
administered the Panch 
Pran pledge to the stu-
dents, PRI members 
and the people. He also 
interacted with freedom 
fighters, their family 
members and took their 
blessings.

“I bow my head in rev-
erence to the sacrifices 
of our freedom fighters 
and heroes who sacri-
ficed their lives for the 
motherland. The memo-
ries of their martyrdom 
will forever live on in our 
hearts and inspire us,” 
the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor 

observed that the Panch 
Pran Pledge, Vasudha 
Vandan, Veeron ka 
Vandan & Amrit Kalash 
Yatra across the UT 
reflects our resolve, our 
spirit and dedication to 
the motherland.

He called upon Youth 
to take inspiration from 
the valour and courage 
of brave hearts and 
strive to become worthy 
heirs of great leaders.

Mitti (Soil) of the pious 
land of Jammu Kash-
mir will soon reach the 
National Capital in Amrit 
Kalash. It is a symbol 
of the sacrifice of our 
bravehearts, a reflection 
of the new dreams, new 
aspirations of the people 
of J&K, the Lt Governor 

said.
The Lt Governor said 

that Vasudha Vandhan 
program reminds us 
about our duty towards 
the nature. The cam-
paign to plant 75 sap-
lings in every village 
and develop the ‘Amrit 
Vatika’ is an opportunity 
to rededicate ourselves 
to the efforts of sustain-
able development, he 
added.

“Let us devote our-
selves to the ideals 
of great personalities 
like Mahatma Gandhi, 
Sardar Patel, Lokman-
ya Tilak and work for 
the larger interest of the 
society,” the Lt Governor 
said.

As a part of the ongo-

ing ‘Meri Mati Mera 
Desh’ campaign, Shila-
Falkam will be installed 
in every village of J&K 
as a tribute to the brave 
sons of Maa Bharati.

The Lt Governor urged 
the PRI members to 
involve students, youth 
and local residents in 
large numbers with this 
campaign.

Under the guidance of 
Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi ji, 
the UT Administration 
is determined to honour 
the memories of great 
personalities, martyrs 
and great souls who 
have dedicated their life 
for building a peaceful 
and prosperous future of 
J&K UT, the Lt Governor 
said.

The Lt Governor also 
congratulated the stu-
dents, the people and 
district administration for 
breaking the record of 
human chain formed in 
Srinagar under Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav. More 
than 15,000 people 
participated in today’s 
event.

Youth must take inspiration from the valour and 
courage of brave hearts & strive to become worthy 

heirs of great leaders: LG
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JAMMU, Aug 13: 
Directorate of Eco-
nomics and Statistics 
(DES) today celebrat-
ed the achievements 
of the nation and 
brave hearts under the 
nationwide campaign “ 
Meri Mati, Mera Desh” 
to mark the finale of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav programme here.

Secretary, Planning 
Development  and 
Monitoring department 
(PDMD), Dr. Raghav 
Langer, presided over 
the function and lead 
the officers and staff of 
Directorate for planta-
tion drive in which vari-
ous saplings of exotic 
and medicinal plants 
were planted in ‘Amrit 

Vatika’ a dedicated 
park in the premises 
of the Directorate.

To celebrate the 
bravery and courage, 
ta lented specia l ly 
abled children from 
Blind School, Roop 
Nagar were also felici-
tated on the occasion 
for their determination 
despite all odds in 
achieving their goals 
in the fields of educa-
tion and performing 
arts.

The children on the 
occasion sang Desh 
Bhakti  songs and 
made the environment 
wholesome.

The Secretary, while 
speaking on the occa-
sion, impressed upon 
the civil society to 
come forward to recog-
nize the hidden talent 
of these students 
which may otherwise 
remain unrecognized.

Later, Secretary also 
interacted with the 

children and appreci-
ated their stories of grit 
and determination and 
lauded their efforts in 
achieving their desired 
goals thereby con-
tributing towards the 
nation building.

Director General, 
Economics & Sta-
tistics, Satvir Kour 
Sudan; Special Sec-
retary, Kishore Singh 
Chib; senior officers of 
PDMD, DES, Regional 
Director, and officers 
of other departments 
were also present.

The Secretary on 
the occasion, also 
administered pledge 
of Panch Pran to the 
officers and other par-
ticipants for dedicating 
their commitment for 
nation building.

Secy PDMD leads plantation drive at DES Jammu


