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Akshay Kumar tweets ‘shaken, 
disgusted’ over Manipur video; users troll 

him, say ‘wish you had spoken before’

Spoke to CM, was assured 
of strict action: Smriti 
Irani on Manipur video

Rishi Sunak’s Party Set 
For Defeat In Three 

By-Elections

Youth found 
dead under 
mysterious 
circumstances 
in his shop in 
Kulgam

SRINAGAR, Jul 20 
(Agencies): A 20-year-
old man was found 
dead under mysterious 
circumstances in Bai-
hama village of Devsar 
area in south Kashmir’s 
Kulgam district on 
Thursday morning, offi-
cial sources said.

GNS reported that 
a youth identified as 
Aquib Ahmad Itoo son 
of late Ab Rashid Itoo, 
resident of Baihama 
Devsar was found dead 
at his shop in native 
village this morning.

Soon after the news 
spread, the residents of 
Banihama came out on 
roads to protest against 
the incident. The 
residents demanded a 
thorough probe into the 
circumstances leading 
to death of the youth. 

When contacted, a 
police official said that 
they have registered a 
case in this regard and 
taken up the investiga-
tions.

Women 
startups 
reviving, 
Promoting 
Dogri art 
and culture 
in Jammu

JAMMU, Jul 20 
(Agencies): The Gov-
ernment is prioritiz-
ing the promotion of 
women entrepreneurs 
and startups in reviving 
Dogra arts and crafts, 
officials said.

A women entrepre-
neurship platform has 
been launched, grant-
ing access to funding, 
mentorship, and net-
working opportunities, 
empowering women 
entrepreneurs and nur-
turing business growth, 
they added.

“Jammu Haat’s pri-
mary objective is to 
display and promote 
Jammu’s art and 
traditional items. We 
encourage all ben-
eficiaries of startup 
schemes to exhibit and 
promote their prod-
ucts”, General Man-
ager, District Industries 
Centre (DIC), Jammu, 
Virender Kumar Manyal 
said.

He said that regular 
exhibitions are con-
ducted for 15 days to 

JAMMU, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): Chanting ‘Bam 
Bam Bhole’ as many as 
6523 pilgrims on Thurs-
day left from Bhagwati 
Nagar Base camp here 
for Shri Amarnath Cave 
Shrine in South Kashmir 
Himalayas.

An official said that a 
batch of 6523 pilgrims 
left the base camp in a 
convoy of 262 vehicles.

A group of 3746 pil-
grims (2995 males, 665 females, two children, 

75 sadhus and nine 
sadhvis) left for Pahal-
gam in a convoy of 167 
vehicles.

For Baltal, 2777 pil-
grims comprising 1750 
males, 1020 females, 
one childd and six 
sadhus left in a convoy 
of 97 vehicles amid tight 
security arrangements.

The yatra that started 
on July 1 will conclude 
on August 31.

JAMMU, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): Traffic on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national 
highway resumed on 
Thursday after a day-
long closure due to land-
slides and mudslides in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ramban district, officials 
said.

Heavy rains had trig-
gered landslides and 
mudslides at multiple 
places blocking the 
highway in Ramban and 
Udhampur districts.

The highway is through 
for two-way traffic and 
all stranded vehicles 
have been cleared, they 

said. Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta took 
stock of the the situa-
tion at the highway and 
underscored the need 
for taking strict action 
against slow moving 
vehicles and overloaded 

trucks.
He asked executing 

agencies to hando-
ver the second tube of 
the Ramban flyover by 
August 15 and the Bani-
hal bypass by the end of 
this year.

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Lok Sabha 
was adjourned till 2 pm 
and Rajya Sabha till 
12 noon on Thursday 
morning on the first day 

of monsoon session of 
Parliament following 
obituary references.

In Lok Sabha AAP 
leader Sushil Kumar 
Rinku took oath as a 

member of the House. 
Rinku, who was elect-
ed from Jalandhar in 
Punjab, took oath in 
Punjabi.

Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla read the obitu-
ary references to mem-
bers who had passed in 
the inter-session period 
– two sitting members 
and 11 former mem-
bers. The House also 
observed silence in 
memory of its late mem-
bers.

SRINAGAR, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Braj Raj 
Sharma was sworn in 
as the State Election 
Commissioner (SEC) 
for the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Thursday.

The oath of office was 
administered by the 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha at a cere-
mony held at Raj Bhwan 
here.

Sharma a 1984 batch 
IAS officer has served 
as the chief secretary 
of the erstwhile state 
of Jammu and Kash-
mir from 2015 to 2017. 
Sharma has served as 

the Additional Secretary 
in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), Govern-
ment of India.

Sharma’s predecessor 
K K Sharma completed 
his term as SEC on Feb-
ruary 1, 2023.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor 

had issued appointment 
orders of Sharma as the 
State Election Commis-
sioner July 15.

“In exercise of the 
powers conferred by 
provision to sub-section 
(3) of section 36 of the 
Jammu and Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Jul 20 
(Agencies): The Eco-
nomic Offences Wing 
of Crime Branch Kash-
mir produced the 
chargesheet against 
three accused persons 
for illegally encroach-
ing state land in Kunzer 
area of north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district.

Crime Branch in a 
statement said that the 
chargesheet was filed in 
case FIR No. 28/2018 u/
Ss 420, 447-A & 120-B 
RPC of P/S Crime 
Branch Kashmir before 
the court of Judicial 
Magistrate 1st Class, 
Tangmarg against three 

individuals for their 
alleged involvement in 
the illegal encroachment 
of state land in Dhobi-
wan area of Kunzer.

The statement further 
reads that, “Brief facts 
of the case are that 
Crime Branch Kashmir 
received a complaint 
alleging therein that 
Mohammad Najeeb 
Goni, S/o Abdul Ghani 
Goni, R/o Baghat-
Barzulla, Srinagar in 
connivance with some 
local land brokers, 
viz.,   Ghulam Moham-
mad Bhat, S/o Abdul 
Aziz Bhat, R/o Ussan 
Bangil, Karhama, Distt. 

Baramulla and Moham-
mad Ashraf Wani, S/o 
Mohammad Munawar 
Wani, R/o Utikoo, Kar-
hama, Distt. Baram-
ulla had unlawfully tres-
passed and encroached 
upon State land measur-
ing approximately 25 
kanals situated at village 
Dhobiwan and had also 
erected signboards and 
stone blocks on land.”

 “The complaint prima 
facie disclosed the com-
mission of criminal acts 
by the accused persons. 
Accordingly, the instant 
case was registered in 
Police Station Crime

Militancy 
conspiracy 
case: NIA 
conducts 
multiple 
raids across 
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Jul 20 
(Agencies): National 
Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Thursday are 
carrying out multiple 
raids across Kashmir in 
connection with a mili-
tancy conspiracy case.

Official sources told 
news agency GNS that 
this morning, the NIA 
team along with police 
and CRPF conducted 
searches in south Kash-
mir’s Pulwama, Awanti-
pora and Shopian, and 
simultaneously in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla 
and Sopore in connec-
tion with a case pertain-
ing to militancy conspir-
acy case.

More details are await-
ed.

Tree falls on 
truck on J&K 
Highway, 
Two army 
personnel 
injured

BANIHAL/JAMMU, 
Jul 20 (Agencies): Two 
Army personnel were 
injured when a tree fell 
on a truck on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national 
highway in Ramban 

SRINAGAR, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Jammu and 
Kashmir police said on 
Thursday that they had 
recovered the prosecu-
trix and also arrested her 
two abductees from New 
Delhi.

Police said a written 
complaint was lodged 

with Police post-Palhal-
lan in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district on 
July 1, 2023, from one 
person (name withheld) 
stating therein that his 
19-year-old daughter 
(name withheld) had 
been missing from home 
since June 30, 2013.

A case FIR No. 
222/2023 u/s 366 IPC 
was registered at Police 
Station Pattan, and 
investigations were 
started, during which it 
came to light that the 
missing girl had been 
abducted by some 
unknown persons.

Further investigation, 
with the help of technical 
evidence, revealed that 
the accused persons 
and prosecutrix have left 
Jammu and Kashmir for 
New Delhi.

Police swung into 
action, and consequent-
ly, a team was constitut-
ed that proceeded 

Amarnath Yatra 2023 | 6,523 Pilgrims 
leave from Jammu base camp

Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha see adjournments 
on first day of Monsoon Session

Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway reopens for Traffic

Braj Raj Sharma takes oath as State 
Election Commissioner of J&K

J&K Police recovered prosecutrix 
from New Delhi, Abductors arrested

Crime Branch chargesheets three 
for encroaching State Land

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Four judges 
were on Wednesday 
elevated as high court 
chief justices.

Law Minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal tweeted 
that Justice Alok Aradhe 
of the Karnataka High 
Court has been elevat-

ed as chief justice of the 
Telangana High Court.

Similarly, Justice Sub-
hasis Talapatra of the 
Orissa High Court has 
been made the chief 
justice in the same high 
court with effect from 
September 8 after the 
incumbent chief justice 

demits office.
Justice Sunita Agar-

wal of the Allahabad 
High Court has been 
appointed as chief jus-
tice of the Gujarat High 
Court. Justice Ashish 
J Desai of the Gujarat 
High Court has been 
elevated as chief justice 
of the Kerala High Court.

Four New High Court Chief 
Justices appointed
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: Team 
Mask Force (TMF) 
Chairman Vijay Sharma 
condemned terrorist 
attack on two forest 
employees injuring the 
duo one of which has 
succumbed to injury.

Tall claims are being 
made by Government 
for improvement in situ-
ation after Abrogation of Article 370&35-A but 

target killings have con-
tinued.

Statements are being 
made of peace prevail-
ing in the valley but 
terrorists does their 
jobs without fear result-
ing into loss of life to 
minorities and Kashmiri 
Muslim employee who 
have been working on 
official duty at the time 
of firing.

TOP NEWS REPORT 

JAMMU, Jul 20: The 
J&K National Con-
ference vehemently 
opposed the decision 
of J&K Government to 
replace smart power 
meters with prepaid 
meters. The Party 
believed that switch-
ing over from one type 
of meter to another will 
not serve the purpose, 
as the root cause of 
corruption lies within 
the system and not with 
the power meters them-
selves. The delinquent 
staff and corrupt con-
sumers are responsible 
for the bungling, not the 
meters.

In a statement issued 
here today, Rattan Lal 
Gupta, Provincial Presi-
dent JKNC, Jammu, 
said that switching over 
from one type of meter 
to another will not serve 

the purpose because 
‘corruption’ is deep 
rooted in the state. The 
present dispensation is 
miserably failed to eradi-
cate corruption and now 
the government has 
started harassing gen-
eral public.

He questioned the 
government's decision, 
stating, "What is the 
point of big packages 
announced by the gov-
ernment if the common 
people have to pay extra 
bucks to cover up the 
losses incurred by the 
power department?" 
He believed that the 
government's approach 
is adding additional 
burden to the already 
struggling population 
who have lost their live-
lihoods due to the pan-
demic and are facing 
the repercussions of 
the highest-ever infla-

tion and unemployment 
in J&K.

Rattan Lal Gupta 
strongly believed that 
it is inhumane for the 
government to enforce 
advance payment 
of power bills on the 
marginalized popula-
tion. “On one hand, the 
government is claiming 
that J&K will become 
a power surplus Union 
Territory in the next 
three to four years, 
with the completion of 
hydroelectric projects 
generating 3099 Mega 
Watts of power and the 
other hand the govern-
ment is forcing common 
man to pay power bills 
in advance, which is 
deemed inhuman,” he 
added.

The senior NC leader 
called on the govern-
ment to reconsider its 
decision and instead 

follow the policies imple-
mented by the Delhi and 
Punjab governments 
and those consuming 
power upto 200 units 
should be exempted 
from paying bills, as 
a way to support the 
already burdened popu-
lation.

Furthermore, he asked 
the Jammu Power 
Development Corpora-
tion Ltd (JPDCL) author-
ities to prioritize provid-
ing uninterrupted power 
supply to the people 
instead of demanding 
advance payment. The 
current financial crunch 
faced by the population 

due to the pandemic 
and its extensive impact 
makes it an inappropri-
ate time to make such 
harsh decisions, he 
said.

The Provincial Presi-
dent sought that the 
authorities should revisit 
the proposal to switch 
over to prepaid meters. 
He believed that it is not 
the right time to imple-
ment such anti people 
schemes when people 
are facing a financial 
crunch. The government 
should focus on sup-
porting the population 
rather than putting fur-
ther pressure on them.

NC strongly opposes replacement of 
Smart Power Meters with Prepaid Meters

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20:  Eco-
nomic Offences Wing 
(EOW) of Crime Branch 
Jammu charge sheeted 
nine Physical Educa-
tion Teachers (PETs) in 
District Rajouri in case 
FIR No. 19/2018 U/S 
420,465,467,468,471 
201 120-B RPC P/S 
EOW Crime Branch 
Jammu for arranging 
Fake Degrees and using 
them for securing higher 
grades in the Depart-
ment. 

A 489 page Challan 
has been produced 
against eight teach-
ers and the agent 
through whom they pro-
cured Fake Bachelors 
Degrees in Physical 
Education in the Name 

of Global Open Univer-
sity Nagaland.

The accused Physi-
cal Education Teachers 
and the agent include 
Shaida Akhter, daugh-
ter of Ghulam Qadar, 
resident of Chowkian 
Darhal, Distt Rajouri; 
Gulzar Hussain, son of 
Mohd Iqbal,  resident of 
Darhal Chowkian, Distt 
Rajouri;  Parveen Akhter, 
daughter of Noor Hus-
sain, resident of W.No 1 
Kheora Rajouri; Kuldeep 
Singh, son of Suroop 
Singh, resident of Now-
shera; Jamil Hussain, 
son of Lal Din, resident 
of Dodsan Bala Tehsil 
and Distrct Rajouri; 
Attamjeet Singh, son 
of Ram Singh, resident 
of Nowshera Rajouri; 
Raghubir Chander, son 

of Kundan Lal, resident 
of Patrara Tehsi and 
District Rajouri; Neelam 
Kumari Sharma, daugh-
ter of Raj Ram Sharma, 
resident of Thandapani 
Teshil Sundarbani Dis-
trict Rajouri  and the 
agent; Mohd Shabir, 
son of Mohd Sadeeq, 
resident of Saimsamit 
Tehsil Thanamandi 
Distt. Rajouri at present 
House No 181 Balwal 
Jammu (Agent).

The case owes its 
origin to a  written com-
plaint lodged by the 
unemployed Physical 
Trained Youth of District 
Rajouri which inter-alia 
alleged that during  the 
year 2010 about 130 
appointments were 
made in District Rajouri 
by Secretary SSRB Sri-

nagar and most of the 
candidates were having 
C.P.ED i.e. Certificate in 
Physical Education.

The BP.ED Certifi-
cates were managed by 
the teachers from the 
Global Open University 
Nagaland, whereas they 
never physically joined 
the University for attend-
ing the classes for BP 
Ed.

Likewise there are 
many other physical 
education teachers 
who managed B.P.Ed 
degrees, through Agents 
and produced the same 
before District Youth 
Services and Sports 
Officer at the time join-
ing their duties and suc-
ceeded in getting grade 
pay of Rs. 2800 instead 
of Rs 2400 grade pay. 

During the course of 
investigation, state-
ments of complainants 
were recorded, obtained 
record from the con-
cerned Department, 
Fake BP. Ed Degrees 
were seized in the case 
and it is found that the 
accused candidates 
were appointed as Phys-
ical Education Teachers 
in Rajouri District on the 
CP. Ed basis, however 
they later produced BP. 
Ed Certificates before 
the competent authority 
and succeeded in get-
ting the higher grade 
pay of Rs 2800 to which 
they were not entitled to.

The seized record 
reveals that 08 accused 
as mentioned above 
have managed fake BP 
ED certificates with the 
help of the agent.

Crime Branch charge-sheeted nine 
PETs for Fake Degrees

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Jul 20: 
Secretary Culture and 
Tourism, Dr. Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah empha-
sized the vital role of 
the young generation in 
keeping the art of callig-
raphy alive during a vale-
dictory function of a ten-
day calligraphy workshop 
on Thursday.

The workshop, which 
focused on Arabic, Urdu, 
and English calligraphy, 
was organized by the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Academy of Art, Cul-
ture, and Languages 
(JKAACL) and saw 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from students repre-
senting various colleges 
in Srinagar. The event 
took place at JKAACL's 
Divisional Office in Lal 

Mandi.
Dr. Abid Rasheed, 

acknowledged calligra-
phy as a form of art of 
utmost elegance and 
beauty and urged the 
young and talented stu-
dents to shoulder the 
responsibility of preserv-
ing and promoting this 
timeless art form. He 
also extended his appre-

ciation to the calligraphy 
art teachers, encourag-
ing them to continue their 
efforts in keeping this 
cherished heritage alive.

Commending the 
JKAACL for organizing 
such a workshop, Dr. 
Abid Rasheed highlight-
ed the academy's efforts 
to restore its lost glory, for 
which it was renowned in 

the past. He encouraged 
the students to persist in 
their passion for calligra-
phy, as their dedication 
and skill could serve as 
a remarkable representa-
tion of their talent to the 
world.

As a gesture of rec-
ognition, Secretary Cul-
ture, Dr. Abid Rasheed, 
presented certificates of 

appreciation to the par-
ticipants and teachers 
involved in the work-
shop. He also announced 
that such enriching 
workshops would now 
become a regular affair, 
fostering the love for 
calligraphy among the 
youth. A simultaneous 
workshop was conduct-
ed in Jammu, focusing 
on Devanagari, Gur-
mukhi, and English cal-
ligraphy, in which college 
students actively partici-
pated, showcasing the 
widespread interest in 
this unique art form.

During the concluding 
ceremony, Additional 
Secretary JKAACL, 
Sanjeev Rana, Division-
al head of JKAACL, Dr. 
Farooq Anwar Mirza, and 
other concerned officers 
were present.

Dr Abid calls on youth to preserve timeless Art of Calligraphy

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: Cor-
porator Amit Gupta 
alleged failure of Smart 
City project in Jammu.

Talking to reports, he 
said that recently we 
have seen how rain-
ing for just day  show 
us flood like situation 
in Jammu and Govt 
true colours have been 

shown.
As Central Govt is 

giving funds but UT 

Govt failed to use them 
in a right way and due 
to which common man 

suffer recent alert on 
Tawi river shows alarm-
ing situation and areas 

around the river suffer 
the most.

I have informed several 
times that this situation 
will come but nobody 
listen and results are 
here.

Soc ia l  ac t iv is ts 
Charanjit Singh and 
others were also present 
in the press conference 
who also raised their 
concerns.

Corporator Amit alleges failure of Smart City project in Jammu

TMF condemns attack on 
two forest employees in 
Pulwama
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By: Sunil Gatade

As the “jugalbandi” 
between the old uncle 
and the brash nephew is 

being played out in Maharashtra, 
the BJP is perplexed about how to 
handle an aunt and her nephew 
in poll-bound Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh respectively.

It is a touchy issue and if han-
dled in a haphazard way, the 
ruling party realises that it will 
be in the soup. It is dreading any 
defeat after the one in Karnataka 
two months back which has rat-
tled it completely. A setback in 
the North, which is considered 
its backyard, is the last thing it 
wants. In both the states, how-
ever, the BJP is a divided house.

Former chief minister Vasund-
hara Raje, 70, known as “Maha-
rani” in political circles wants the 
prime spot in the desert state and 
to be declared the CM candidate. 
In MP, meanwhile, Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, 52, erstwhile Maharaja of 
Gwalior, is at sea and needs help 
to understand where he stands 
in the BJP scheme of things in 
the coming elections where it is 
facing an uphill task.

Both can make or mar the par-
ty’s prospects in their respective 
states. The BJP came to power 
in Madhya Pradesh through the 
backdoor when Mr Scindia and 
22 MLAs supporting him parted 
ways with the Congress, which 
led to the collapse of the Kamal 
Nath ministry in March 2020. 

At one time, the Scindias had so 
much influence in MP’s Madhya 
Bharat region that the Congress 
had drawn blank some half a cen-
tury ago in the area when veter-
an Congress leader D.P. Mishra 
had dubbed the late Vijayaraje as 
“naraj mata”.

Much water has flown down 

the Chambal since then. In the 
last Lok Sabha polls, Jyotirad-
itya was himself defeated in his 
pocket borough of Guna by a local 
BJP leader. In the 1984 Lok Sabha 
polls, the Congress shifted Mad-
havrao Scindia to Gwalior at the 
last minute, resulting in the defeat 
of Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Vasundhara is the daughter of 
late Vijayaraje Scindia, known 
as Rajmata and one of the BJP’s 
founders. She is the tallest woman 
leader in the BJP, having been Raj-
asthan’s chief minister twice and 
raring for a third term. Jyotirad-
itya is the son of her elder brother 
Madhavrao, who was a minister 
in several Congress governments.

Both have their reasons to 
worry. Vasundhara, long side-
lined in state politics since she 
ceased to be CM five years back, 
was given a prime place next to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
as he launched the party’s “Maha-
jansampark Abhiyan” at Ajmer 
over a month back. It was a good 
signal for her.

But the party has not said a word 
about projecting her as its CM can-
didate. Her detractors like RLP 
chief Hanuman Beniwal insist 
that Prime Minister Modi has to 
repeatedly come to Rajasthan as it 
has failed to decide under whose 
leadership the Assembly polls 
will be fought.

Reports had it that last year BJP 
president J.P. Nadda had made 
a categorical announcement that 
nobody would be projected as 
the chief ministerial face in the 
Assembly election. Mr Nadda is 
aware of the fact that the state 
unit is faction-ridden and there 
are many aspirants for the chief 
minister’s post and any move to 
project a single person as CM face 
would harm the party’s electoral 
prospects. 

But there is no denying the fact 
that Vasundhara Raje is the tallest 
leader of the state with a massive 
support base. Ms Raje is also the 
BJP’s tallest woman leader at the 
national level. While one section 
is pushing for Ms Raje’s candi-
dacy as CM, there is a group that 
believes having Mr Modi as the 
face of the election will serve the 
party better as it would nip the 
problem of factions and groups 
working at cross purposes.

A section believes that Arvind 
Kejriwal’s AAP could damage the 
BJP more than it would damage 
the Congress.

Another worrying feature for 
the BJP in Rajasthan is that the 
Congress has been able to get 
its act together by smoking the 
peace pipe between chief minister 
Ashok Gehlot and his well-known 
detractor Sachin Pilot in the nick 
of time. The “forgive and forget” 
policy adopted by the two Con-
gress leaders at the behest of the 
high command is the best thing 
that has happened to the grand 
old party when it is attempting 
to break the 

jinx in recent decades that saw 
the desert state not giving a 
second term to the incumbent. Mr 
Gehlot wants to do what Mr Kejri-
wal did in Delhi through a host of 
popular schemes that caught the 
people’s imagination.

In the faction-ridden Madhya 
Pradesh BJP, Mr Scindia is being 
looked down on as an outsider 
who is seeking his pound of flesh 
for “Operation Kamala” which 
toppled the Congress govern-
ment and brought the BJP back to 
power. But there has been much 
resistance from other factions as 
also the loyalists in the BJP who 
feel that Mr Scindia’s entry has 
created problems in the “unified” 
BJP as seen in civic poll results 

sometime back.
Rahul Gandhi’s remark over a 

year back that Jyotiraditya could 
have become chief minister if he 
had stayed with the Congress had 
a ring of truth in it. Now several 
Scindia supporters have started 
returning to the Congress amid 
the growing impression that the 
grass is greener on the other side.

Mr Scindia’s departure has 
strengthened the position of 
MPCC chief Kamal Nath, who 
is backed by senior leader Digvi-
jaya Singh amid a sense of revival 
among ordinary workers in the 
wake of the Karnataka victory. 
Both Mr Nath and Mr Singh want 
to promote their sons to the next 
line of leadership. They have 
vowed to focus more on areas 
under the influence of Mr Scin-
dia to make deep inroads by the 
Congress.

After dithering for much time, 
the BJP high command made it 
clear that the polls in MP would 
be fought under the leadership 
of chief minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan. This has also made Mr 
Scindia quite uneasy.

Whatever might be the reason, 
the BJP has so far failed to put 
its best foot forward either in 
Madhya Pradesh or Rajasthan. 
The Assembly polls are both a 
crisis and an opportunity for the 
aunt and the nephew who could 
be made scapegoats by rival party 
factions if it fails to get desired 
results. Only time will tell wheth-
er the BJP is its own enemy in the 
two election-going states, like in 
Karnataka. One thing is extremely 
clear: that a fierce fight is on the 
horizon.

By: Dilip Cherian

The recent case involv-
ing K. Srinivasan, a 
2005-batch IAS officer, 

in Jharkhand, has evoked a lot 
of interest in babu circles. The 
state government has issued 
four show-cause notices to 
Mr Srinivasan for “tampering 
with the contents” of a Cabi-
net note twice, which is a seri-
ous breach of protocol. Sourc-
es have informed DKB that 
the said approved Cabinet 
note outlined the extension 
of operations for six Eklavya 
schools. However, Mr Srini-
vasan allegedly added two 
additional sentences without 
proper authorisation, poten-
tially impacting the outflow of 
funds and raising suspicions 
of misuse. Further, sources 
say that by not responding 
to the show-cause notices, 
Mr Srinivasan was removed 
from the post and is currently 
awaiting his posting.
Senior babus say that gov-

ernment decision-making 
adheres to established proce-
dures and protocols, ensuring 
checks and balances to pre-
vent unauthorised modifica-
tions. In this case, the addition 
of two sentences twice with-
out the requisite approval is a 
serious deviation from gover-
nance practices.
Tampering with the Cabinet 

note is a serious issue and, 
though it was immediately 
noticed and the issue raised 
at various levels, clearly, the 

incident is a wake-up call for 
the Jharkhand government to 
review its processes to pre-
vent similar instances in the 
future.
What’s the next chapter in 

the ED story?
Terming the third extension 

to Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) director Sanjay Mishra 
as illegal and fixing his tenure 
up to the last day of this month 
was a difficult decision for the 
Supreme Court. The court not 
only upheld the Parliament’s 
decision on the CVC Act and 
DSPA but also contradicted 
its previous ruling regarding 
Mr Mishra’s removal. This 
outcome seems to have satis-
fied both the petitioners and 
the government, although it 
may not have been the court’s 
original intention.
Mishra, who had comfort-

ably settled into his role as 
the ED chief following his 
third extension, had elevated 
the ED’s influence, surpass-
ing event that of the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), and positioned it as a 
strategic player in the gov-
ernment’s power play. Now, 
looking ahead, his future 
remains uncertain. Sources 
have informed DKB that there 
have been discussions about 
entrusting him with a key 
responsibility, such as becom-
ing the governor of a state in 
the Northeast or South, serv-
ing as the high commissioner 
of India to the UK, or even 
being appointed as a union 
minister! Such conjecture 

underscores the consensus on 
Mishra’s competence and his 
indispensability to the Modi 
sarkar.
As for Mr Mishra’s succes-

sor, several names are being 
considered. Pravin Kumar, 
recently appointed as a Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT) member, is report-
edly a frontrunner for the 
coveted post. Pankaj Kumar 
Mishra, former director of the 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
and an empanelled secretary-
level officer is also a strong 
contender, while Seeman-
chala Dash, a former principal 
special director in the ED, has 
also emerged as a potential 
candidate. Another probable 
is a highly trusted lady officer 
who is currently with the SSB.
While an IAS officer may 

be appointed as the next 
ED chief, it seems improb-
able given the ED’s current 
momentum, especially in the 
lead-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls. Regardless of who 
succeeds Mr Mishra, senior 
babus concur that filling his 
shoes will be daunting.
A new dilemma for retired 

babus
The recent introduction of 

stringent measures by the 
department of personnel and 
training (DoPT) to prevent 
retired babus from disclos-
ing classified information has 
raised the question of the deli-
cate balance between national 
security and democratic prin-
ciples.
Undoubtedly, there have 

been instances where retired 
IAS, IPS and IFS babus have 
made sensational disclosures 
in their books, revealing 
information that should have 
remained under wraps, either 
because of its confidential 
nature or because of its poten-
tial to embarrass the govern-
ment by exposing its flaws 
or misgovernance. While the 
need to curb such practices is 
instinctive for those in power, 
how can we ensure that the 
regulations implemented do 
not become tools to stifle dis-
sent and limit the public’s 
access to information?
The All India Services 

(Death-cum-Retirement-
Benefits) Amendment Rules, 
2023, raises serious concerns 
about the government’s inten-
tions. The amended rules link 
pension entitlement to main-
taining good conduct and 
empower the Central govern-
ment to suspend the pension 
of those convicted of serious 
offences or found guilty of 
post-retirement misconduct. 
Additionally, retired officers 
who have served in intelli-
gence departments now have 
to seek permission before dis-
closing any information.
The big question here, for 

which there is no easy answer, 
is how the government pro-
poses to determine the sever-
ity of the offence. The new 
set of rules seems more like 
a warning to critics to fall in 
line or pay the price of their 
dissent.

The soil of our country is the 
most fertile as compared to 
other countries. The farmer of 

our country works hard and grows food 
grains, fruits, vegetables, flowers etc. on 
this soil for us. The soldiers of our coun-
try are born in this soil and get martyred 
in this soil while protecting the country. 
Despite this, our country is facing the 
problem of soil pollution.

Even after various government and 
non-governmental organizations run 
awareness campaigns to prevent pollu-
tion and publicize the problem of pol-
lution and its effects to people through 
different means of mass communication, 
the problem of pollution or soil pollution 
is a matter of concern. subject is.

There is no one definite reason for soil 
pollution, but there are many different 
reasons for its occurrence. When some 
waste materials get accumulated on our 
land, they give rise to soil pollution. The 
causes of soil pollution or the sources 
of soil pollution are- Domestic Waste, 
industrial and mining waste, municipal 
waste, agricultural waste, excessive use 
of fertilizers, excessive salt and water.

Apart from these reasons, there are 
many other reasons that cause soil pollu-
tion, such as plastic items used in homes, 
hospitals, schools and markets, fast cut-
ting of trees and forests, broken glasses 
thrown from homes. Plastic, furniture 
and polythene, chemicals coming out 
of industries and factories, etc. When it 
rains, along with it some such contami-
nants get mixed in the ground, which 
causes land pollution.

Soil pollution badly affects humans as 
well as plants, animals and nature. Small 
children are most affected by soil pol-
lution because they are more sensitive 
and tender. When children play or roam 
in the plains, they come in contact with 
more soil.

That is why children are more at risk 
from soil pollution than adults. By the 
way, humans of all ages can be affected 
by soil pollution.

Soil pollution also affects the balance of 
nature. Due to soil pollution, many types 
of bacteria get mixed in the soil, which 
destroys the fertile power of the soil.

Toxic chemicals found in the soil can 
slow down the fertility or productivity of 
the soil, which can also lead to complete 
loss of soil yield. If a farmer uses polluted 
and degraded soil to cultivate, his crop 
may contain less nutrients and contain 
toxic substances.

In the modern era, the problem of soil 
pollution is increasing day by day and 
it is gradually taking a terrible form. If 
this time is not taken care of today, then 
it will take a more formidable form in 
the coming tomorrow and then it will 
be impossible to get rid of it. If we start 
making small changes in our daily life, 
then it is expected that the problem of 
soil pollution will end soon.

To control soil pollution, we can take 
some measures at our own level, such as-
Stop throwing garbage here and there; 
Do not throw factory waste in the soil; 
Plant more and more trees; Use limited 
chemicals; Use biodegradable products 
instead of non-biodegradable products; 
Avoid using poly bags; Do not use plas-
tic utensils and other plastic items; Use 
paper or cloth bags; Do not waste paper 
but limit its use; and Spread awareness 
about these ideas.

If determined, then it is not impossible 
to achieve any goal. The biggest goal 
before us today is to win over the prob-
lem of pollution. Today we have many 
suggestions and ways to reduce pollu-
tion or other types of pollution like soil 
pollution. All that is needed is the right 
effort at the right time and a strong will. 
Then no goal is far away.

EDITORIAL

J’khand officer in a fix for touching up govt note on Eklavya schools

The aunt and the nephew: BJP’s problem in Raj, MP

SOIL EROSION-
A CONCERN
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TOP NEWS REPORT

KISHTWAR, Jul 20: 
National Conference 
Senior Leader Ajeet 
Bhagat has strongly 
castigated the Jammu 
and Kashmir Union Ter-
ritory Administration for 
not showing any concern 
for the people having suf-
fered huge losses during 
the latest spell of inces-
sant rains across the 
Jammu region He has 
demanded relief/ interim 
relief for the sufferers 
besides ex-gratia to next 
of the kin of those killed 
in flash floods.

The senior National 
Conference leader said 
that the Lt. Governor 
Manoj Sinha led UT 
Administration has failed 
miserably to rise to the 
situation arising out of the 
weather vagary despite 
the fact that there has 

been extensive damage 
of properties and crops 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
due to flash foods and 
torrential rains.

Bhagat said that even 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
been severely affected 
with areas having got 
inundated with rain water 
and entering the ground 
floor of the houses situ-
ated in these areas.

Bhagat said that 
despite the incessant 
rains resulting in deaths 
of people the Administra-
tion seems to be in deep 
slumber as no relief or 
interim relief has been 
provided to the victims 
of weather vagary.

Bhagat said that 
roads, culverts, bridges, 
houses, etc have been 
extensively damaged so 
much so that road con-
nectivity has been lost 

in many areas besides 
majority of roads lying 
in absolutely dilapidated 
condition.

He said that tall claims 
made by the Govt about 
its ace Disaster Manage-
ment preparedness have 
fallen flat after the recent 
rains in the Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Asserting that huge 
damages due to inces-
sant rains and flash 
floods have become a 
permanent feature of 
rainy season every year 
and this clearly proves 
that Govt has failed to 
address this significant 
issue permanently till 
date.

He said that the J&K 
Administration must 
come up with a spe-
cially formulated plan 
to address this problem 
once for all. 

Lamenting that no 
relief or interim relief has 
been provided to the 
affected people till date, 
he appealed to the Lt. 
Governor Manoj Sinha to 
direct the District heads 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir to constitute special 
teams and depute these 
to assess the losses suf-
fered by the people in 
every area and provide 
immediate succour to 
these affected families 
in this hour of crisis. He 
sought immediate inter-
im relief to the affected 
people and adjusted the 
same against the final 
relief decided by the 
administration for these 
victims. Bhagat also 
demanded sanctioning 
of ex-gratia relief to the 
kin of those killed due 
to flash floods across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Govt in deep slumber, not providing any 
relief to torrential rain victims:  Ajeet

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: Mem-
bers of Jammu Kaith 
Biradari prayed at the 
dargah of Peer Ibrahim 
Sabri at Gandhi Nagar 
Gole Market, here today 
for the wellbeing of all.

It was told that Peer 
Baba Ibrahim Sabri 
devoted his full life with 
prayer and meditation. 
He was a firm believer in 
the unity and oneness of 
Allah. He would remain 

all the time in deep medi-
tation with Almighty. He 
had no relation with both 
of the worlds.

"Devotees of all faiths 
come here and seek 
the blessing of the Peer 
Baba with ardent devo-
tion. There is no dis-
tinction made among 
Hindus, Sikhs and Mus-
lims. No matter who 
belongs to which religion 
and caste, everyone gets 
an equal treatment in 

the house of Peer Baba 
Ibrahim Sabri," said one 
sitting in the Dargah.

It is believed that the 
Dargah of Peer Ibra-
him Sabri protects the 
people of the city from 
any evil spirits or unfor-
tunate incidents, while 
offering flowers or Chad-
dar at this holy place is 
believed to bring about 
the fulfillment of any 
desires that a person 
may have.

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Jul 20: 
The JKSEWWA Chair-
p e r s o n / P r e s i d e n t 
JKICDSSU/ Vice Presi-
dent JKECC Abida War 
met Lt. Governor J&K 
Manoj Sinha  at Raj 
Bhawan Srinagar.

During meeting she put 
forth various important 
confronting issues espe-
cially the Removal of 
long pending  stagnation 
file of Poshan Supervi-
sors and streamlining of 
monthly salary as well. 
Besides this, number of 
female employee issues 
at work places, concept 

of Common Women 
Empowerment Hub 
Centres at block levels 
was also discussed.

Furthermore, the 
issues of Anganwadi 
Workers/ Anganwadi 
Helpers, one-time retire-
ment incentive of AWWs 
& AWHs fixed Honorar-
ium to Asha workers, 
current developments 
regarding Empower-
ment of women, employ-
ment of youth and refor-
mations in social welfare 
programmes regarding 
differrent social security  
schemes for senior citi-
zens/widows and schol-

arships of students at 
different levels were dis-
cussed. Era of Develop-
ment witnessed at large 
scale in J&K UT under 
the LG Administration 
was also discussed.

Meanwhile, sepa-
rate Women and child 
Development depart-
ment seems to be dire 
need in J&K UT, Abida 
war  said.

LG gave patient hear-
ing to Abida war and 
assured redressel 
regarding the various 
issues of  Supervisors 
and Social welfare in 
General.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: 
Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration (JMC), Corpo-
rator Ritu Choudhary  
inuagrated Gurudwara 
Community Hall Reno-
vation Work Patter 
Maholla Residency 
Road   in Ward-07 at the 
cost of Rs 5 lakh which 
are in dilapidated condi-
tion since long.

The Community Hall 
Renovation work are 
in dilapidated condi-
tion since long and the 
residents especially old 
persons were facing lot 
of problems while pass-
ing through these Work

Corpora tor  R i tu 
Choudhary appealed 
the general public to 
come forward and 
cooperate with Jammu 
Municipal Corporation 

in various development 
works undertaken by 
the department within 
the Jammu city,.

She urged upon the 
residents to avoid using 
single used plastics, 

polythene in their rou-
tine work, don’t throw 
debris, garbage filth 
etc in the public tiles 
and lanes drain and 
Nallahs.

R i tu  Choudhary 

appealed people to 
adopt the habit of seg-
regation of dry and wet 
garbage at their own 
level so that Jammu can 
be made neat, clean, 
green and beautiful city.

Corporator Ritu inaugurates 
renovation work at Ward 7

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: ABVP 
Jammu Kashmir, a 
prominent student orga-
nization, vehemently 
protest against the 
Public University Bill-
2022 and expresses its 
strong disapproval of the 
current educational sce-
nario in the Union Ter-
ritory. The controversial 
bill, which has been sent 
to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs by the Adminis-
tration of Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
undermines the autono-
my of public universities 
and imposes unneces-
sary bureaucratic inter-
ference.

ABVP firmly demands 
the immediate repeal of 
the Jammu and Kash-
mir Public University 
Bill—2022, as it infringes 
upon the autonomy of 
public institutions. While 
the National Education 
Policy supports granting 
financial, administrative, 
and educational auton-
omy to universities, this 
bill aims to eliminate the 
independence of public 
universities in the Union 
Territories.

It has come to our 
attention that bureau-
crats are replicating the 
model bill from various 
states, including Kar-

nataka, where it has 
sparked controversy. 
The Public University 
Model of the State of 
Orissa faced legal chal-
lenges in the Supreme 
Court, and we believe 
the Public University 
Bill – 2022 in Jammu 
and Kashmir will suffer 
a similar fate. Therefore, 
ABVP urges the admin-
istration to avoid con-
flicting with the stance 
of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) by 
implementing this dis-
puted bill.

Furthermore, we 
express deep concerns 
over recent reports sug-
gesting a potential trade-
off between an increase 
in the retirement age 
and the support of the 
teaching community for 
the bill. Such actions 
are alarming and under-
mine academic values. 

Initially, teachers' orga-
nizations in Jammu and 
Kashmir opposed this 
bill. However, in a calcu-
lated move to influence 
their stance, the admin-
istration, shortly after 
introducing the Public 
University Bill – 2022, 
increased the retirement 
age of teachers from 62 
years to 65 years. The 
conditional nature of this 
enhancement may pave 
the way for favoritism 
and nepotism on a large 
scale in the future.

The high unemploy-
ment rate in Jammu and 
Kashmir further inflame 
the situation. When-
ever vacancies are 
announced, colleges 
and universities receive 
an influx of applications 
from highly educated 
individuals, including 
those with doctorates. 
By rising the retirement 

age, the opportunities 
for highly qualified youth 
to become teachers at 
prestigious universities 
are further diminished.

We call upon the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Government to reconsid-
er its decision to raise the 
retirement age for uni-
versity professors and to 
immediately repeal the 
Public University Bill. 
ABVP also forewarns 
of widespread opposi-
tion should the bill be 
tabled in the Parliament. 
If the bill is put into effect, 
we will inform the UGC 
about the situation. We 
grant the UT administra-
tion a period of ten days 
to address this matter. 
But we didn't get satis-
factory response, today 
we stage a demonstra-
tion protest until the gov-
ernment is compelled to 
reverse its decision. But 

if still Government didn't 
withdraw the Public Uni-
versity Bill ABVP hold a 
massive protest through-
out the UT.

ABVP Jammu Kashmir 
is committed to safe-
guarding the autonomy 
and academic excel-
lence of public univer-
sities in Jammu and 
Kashmir. We firmly 
believe that any deci-
sion that compromises 
the educational integrity 
and opportunities for the 
youth must be reconsid-
ered for the betterment 
of the region's future.

State Secretary, Akshi 
Billowria said "The 
Public University Bill - 
2022 is an unwelcome 
intrusion that threatens 
the autonomy of our 
esteemed public uni-
versities in Jammu and 
Kashmir. ABVP stands 
united in its opposition 
to this bill and calls for 
its immediate repeal. We 
will not hesitate to raise 
our voices and take to 
the streets if necessary, 
to protect the rights and 
aspirations of our stu-
dents and academic 
community. The govern-
ment must listen to the 
concerns of the people 
and uphold the principles 
of educational excel-
lence and autonomy."

ABVP holds protest against Public 
University Bill outside JU

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Jul 20: Secretary 
Culture and Tourism, Dr. Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah on Thursday held a 
comprehensive review of the prepa-
rations and arrangements made by 
the department for the upcoming 
Independence Day celebrations at 
Civil Secretariat here.

Addressing the officers during the 
meeting, Dr. Abid highlighted the this 
day is a matter of national pride for 
all of us and holds a special place in 
the hearts of every citizen, symbol-
izing the unyielding spirit and unity 
that have defined our great nation.

During the review meeting, the 
Secretary underscored on the impor-
tance of creating an inclusive and 
memorable event that would reso-
nate with people of all ages and 
backgrounds. He impressed upon 
the officers to meticulously focus on 
all the aspects of these celebrations 
well in advance.

Emphasising on the patriotic impor-
tance of this day, Dr. Abid impressed 
upon the officers that the perfor-
mances of cultural academy as well 

as their artists should portray patriot-
ic fervor and the level of these perfor-
mances should commensurate with 
the standard of this National day. He 
asked the officers to shortlist the art-
ists well in advance for the celebra-
tions besides line departmental req-
uisitions for various purposes should 
also be addressed beforehand.

The Secretary expressed his appre-
ciation for the meticulous planning 
and dedication of the department and 
emphasized on the need for seam-
less coordination among all stake-
holders involved for smooth organ-
isation of this grand event. Dr. Abid 
further expressed confidence that 
the 2023 Independence Day celebra-
tions would be a remarkable occa-
sion that celebrates the country’s 
achievements with patriotic fervor.

The meeting among others was 
attended by Secretary JKAACL, 
Director Finance, Culture Depart-
ment, Special Secretary, Culture 
Department, Additional Secretary, 
JKAACL and other concerned offi-
cers both in person and through 
video conferencing.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: Archit 
Puri, Chairman, CII J&K, 
along with Members, CII 
J&K UT Council, called 
on Kishore Singh Chib, 
Director, Industries & 
Commerce, Jammu, on 
Thursday and discussed 
various issues related to 
Industrial development 
and ease of Doing Busi-
ness in UT of J&K.

Some of the key 
and significant issues 
discussed were the 

Extensions of Provi-
sional Registration to 
Industrial Units under 
the New Policy and the 
Problem faced by the 
industry regarding court 
fees/stamp duty as per 
SRO 241 on the collat-
eral offered to the bank 
by the industrial units. 
Director Industries also 
agreed that the issues 
should be resolved, and 
the department will do 
its best to help indus-
tries resolve the issues 

Industries face.
In the meeting, Kishor 

also asked CII J&K to 
submit detailed repre-
sentations related to 
the highlighted issues of 
Provisional Registration 
and Stamp Duty.

Archit Puri assured 
him that the renewed 
and detailed represen-
tations of the problems 
should be submitted 
to the Department of 
Industries and Com-
merce.

TOP NEWS REPORT

CHANDIGARH, Jul 
20: There is a significant 
growth in National Man-
agement Aptitude Test 
(NMAT), applications 
from Chandigarh, Punjab 
and Haryana over the last 
few years, said Dr. Sharad 
Mhaiskar, Pro Vice-Chan-
cellor of Narsee Monjee 
Institute of Management 
Studies (NMIMS) while 
addressing a press con-
ference here on Thursday.

Dr. Mhaiskar further 
said that Chandigarh has 
experienced an impres-
sive surge of 73% in the 
number of applications 
and Himachal Pradesh 
has seen a substantial 
growth of 61%. While in 
Haryana and Punjab the 
number of applications 
grew by 26%.”

The numbers reflect the 
increasing awareness 
and aspirations of the 
youth from the region to 
participate in the corpo-
rate world, he maintained.

Dr. Mhaiskar also spoke 
about the NMIMS focus 

on developing a talent 
pool that excels in the 
rapidly evolving corporate 
environment.

He said that institution 
takes pride in nurtur-
ing individuals who are 
nimble, digitally disruptive, 
and responsible to society, 
following the environmen-
tal, social and govt (ESG) 
norms.

We continue to inspire 
and empower the youth, 
preparing them to tackle 
the complexities of the 
corporate world with 
integrity and excellence, 
he opined.

With accreditation from 
renowned bodies like 
AACSB and being ranked 
amongst the top 100 
global business schools 
NMIMS has solidified its 
position as a leader in the 
education industry. The 
university's consistent 
ranking in the top 25 of 
the National Institutional 
Ranking Framework 
(NIRF) 2023 reflects its 
commitment to academic 
excellence.

Kaiths pray at Peer Ibrahim 
Sabri's Dargah

Abida War calls on LG Sinha

CII delegation calls on 
Director I&C Jammu

Independence Day celebrations 
matter of National pride: Dr. Abid 
Rasheed Shah

City sees 73% surge in NMAT 
applications, Pb & Hr by 26%
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Country singer Luke Combs’ cover of Tracy Chapman’s 1988 song 
Fast Car is making us nostalgic and Chapman richer by $500,000. 
Here’s putting the spotlight on great cover songs over the years…
Like it or not, for a new artiste 

singing cover songs of an origi-
nal is one of the best ways to 
get noticed. Take for instance 
Luke Combs, who is creating a 
buzz with his version of Tracy 
Chapman’s 1988 song Fast Car, 
which is a part of his album, 
Getting’ Old. The song quickly 
climbed to number two posi-
tion on the Billboard Hot 100, 
higher than Chapman’s original 
version, and number three on 
the Canadian Hot 100.

While we have debated 
enough on whether artistes 
should be allowed to make 
cover version, remake, or 
simply cover, call whatever you 
may; it’s time to accept well-
made covers and the artistes 
behind them with open arms 
because radios, streaming plat-
forms and Billboard are vouch-
ing for them…

How many are too many?
Tracy Chapman’s debut 

album’s lead song Fast Car 
became a hit after her chance 
performance (as Stevie Wonder 
backed out in the last minute) at 
Nelson Mandela 70th Birthday 
Tribute. Tracy’s performance 
helped Fast Car reach number 
six position on the Billboard Hot 
100.

Luke is not the first singer 
to sing a cover of the song. In 
2011, Fast Car reached one 
spot higher than the original in 
UK Top 10, at number four when 
Michael Collings performed it 
on Britain’s Got Talent. More 
covers followed from Swedish 
record producer Tobtok to Brit-

ish record producer Jonas Blue 
trying to bring their versions of 
the original in 2015.

But Luke’s take on Fast Car 
has earned the country singer 
praise from the legendary singer 
herself. Luke has admitted of lis-
tening to Tracy’s incredibly writ-
ten song for the first time with his 
father when he was young and it 
has stayed with him ever since. 
Meanwhile, Tracy is happy as 
new listeners have embraced 
and become fans of the song.

Endless list
To make an official cover for a 

song, one needs to pay royalties 
to the copyright owners. Like a 
Prayer, which is considered one 
of the best songs of Madonna, 
was first covered by folk singer-

songwriter John Wesley Hard-
ing, for his 1989 extended play, 
God Made Me Do It: The Christ-
mas EP. It was an acoustic ver-
sion. In 2007 came mashup 
titled Feels Like A Prayer by 
DJs Meck and Dino. A decade 
later, Patrick Leonard released a 
piano ballad version of the track, 
with vocals from singer Dana 
Williams. In the same month, 
Brazilian singer Luiza Possi 
covered it. Cut to 2023, musical 
band King Hannah released its 
version of Like A Prayer, which 
is being appreciated by many.

From Santana’s 1970 cover 
of the 1968 Fleetwood Mac’s 
single Black Magic Woman, 
Gary Jules’s 2003 version of 
Tears for Fears to Rihanna’s 

version of New Person, Same 
Old Mistakes by Tame Impala 
in her eight LP, Anti, the list of 
famous covers is endless. One 
of the best examples of famous 
covers would be Whiney Hous-
ton covering Dolly Parton’s 
country success I Will Always 
Love You for her debut film, The 
Bodyguard. The 1990s saw the 
release of Lenny Kravitz’s 1999 
cover of the band The Guess 
Who’s single American Woman 
and Nirvana’s live version of 
David Bowie’s The Man Who 
Sold the World.

No definite hit code
On YouTube and other stream-

ing platforms such as Sound-
Cloud or Spotify, artistes have 
started monetizing their cover 
songs. To name a few, Becky 
G, Justin Beiber, Austin Mahone 
and Conan Gray, all started their 
career by singing covers on 
YouTube.

While many have done it, 
there’s not a formula to deliver 
a hit cover. It all depends on 
what listeners and social media 
reels pick up and start hitting 
the buttons of like, share and 
subscribe to.

Fun fact
Tracy Chapman, who is the 

sole writer of Fast Car, also owns 
its publishing rights. According 
to Billboard, she earned around 
$500000 in global publishing 
royalties’ since Combs cover’s 
release in March this year. So, 
the best way to earn would still 
be to stay original and keeping 
the copyrights. Isn’t it?

The year 2023 holds 
a special significance 
for Karan Johar as he 
celebrates 25 remark-
able years in the Indian 
film industry. To make it 
grand, The Indian Film 
Festival of Melbourne 
(IFFM) is all set to pay 
tribute to the filmmak-
er by celebrating his 
visionary storytelling, 
and his unwavering pas-
sion for cinema.

The festival, taking 
place from August 11 
to 20, will showcase 

Karan Johar’s excep-
tional contribution to 
Indian cinema by host-
ing a series of events 
and special screenings 
in his honour.

Karan Johar, who 
made his directorial 
debut in 1998 with the 
iconic film Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hain, has capti-
vated audiences with his 
unique vision and abil-
ity to tell larger-than-life 
stories.

Commenting on his 
attendance at the fes-

tival, Karan said in a 
statement, “I am deeply 
honoured to be a part 
of the 14th Indian Film 
Festival of Melbourne. 
This year holds a spe-
cial significance for me 
as I celebrate 25 years 
as a filmmaker, and I 
can’t think of a better 
platform than this festi-
val to commemorate this 
milestone in my career. 
Returning for the third 
time at the festival, I am 
overwhelmed by the 
love and support I have 
received from the Aus-
tralian audience. 

The festival’s curation 
of a special experience 
and celebrations to 
mark this momentous 
landmark in my journey 
fills me with a sense of 
joy and gratitude. It is 
an opportunity for me 
to reflect upon the last 
25 years as a filmmaker, 
the challenges, the tri-
umphs, and the learn-
ings that have shaped 
my artistic vision. I look 
forward to engaging in 
a special talk at the fes-
tival, where I will share 
insights and anecdotes 
from my journey, hoping 
to inspire and connect 
with fellow filmmakers 
and cinema enthusi-
asts.”

IFFM set to celebrate 
Karan Johar’s 25 years 
in film industry

Actor Akshay Kumar 
on Thursday reacted to 
a viral video that alleg-
edly showed two women 
in Manipur being sexu-
ally assaulted on a road 
by a mob.

Akshay tweeted: 
“Shaken, disgusted to 
see the video of vio-
lence against women in 
Manipur. I hope the cul-
prits get such a harsh 
punishment that no one 
ever thinks of doing a 
horrifying thing like this 
again.”

However, Akshay was 
brutally trolled over his 
tweet.

One wrote: “I wish you 
had spoken before ! All 
this is a result of a per-
vasive silence practiced 

by those who matter. 
Nevertheless, it’s heart-

ening to see people from 
all walks of life come 

out and speak against 
this terrible incident. 
Regards”

Another wrote: “Finally 
every celebrity is given 
permission to tweet on 
the incident.”

“Sir Aap Aam chus ke 
khate ho yah cut kar??. 
Agar hamare hindustan 
ke logo ke liye thoda bhi 
Sacha pyaar h to Modi ji 
se puchiye tweet karke 
,itne dinse #Manipur_
Violence pe chup kiu 
h???” wrote one.

A press note said: “As 
regards the video of 2 
women paraded naked 
by unknown armed 
miscreants on 4th May 
2023, a case of abduc-
tion, gangrape and 
murder was registered at 

Nongpok Sekmai Police 
Station (Thoubal district) 
against unknown armed 
miscreants. Investiga-
tion has started and the 
state police is making an 
all-out effort to arrest the 
culprits at the earliest.”

The government 
has issued an order 
to Twitter and other 
social media platforms, 
instructing them not to 
share the viral video of 
the two Manipuri women 
being paraded nude. 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi in his tweet has 
questioned the Centre, 
claiming that the Prime 
Minister’s silence has 
pushed the state into 
anarchy.

Akshay Kumar tweets ‘shaken, disgusted’ over 
Manipur video; users troll him, say ‘wish you 
had spoken before’The makers of “Project K” shared the 

first look of actor Prabhas from the big-
budget film, describing his character 
as the hero who “changes the game”.

Directed by Nag Ashwin, the upcom-
ing sci-fi movie also stars Deepika 
Padukone, Amitabh Bachchan, Kamal 
Haasan, and Disha Patani.

Vyjayanthi Movies, the banner behind 
“Project K”, shared the poster on its 
official Twitter page.

“The Hero rises. From now, the Game 
changes. This is Rebel Star #Prabhas 
from #ProjectK,” the production house 
captioned Prabhas’ first look from the 
multilingual film.

The actor is currently in the US along 
with Haasan to unveil the film’s official 
title, trailer, and release date on the first 
day of San Diego Comic-Con (SDCC) 
on July 20.

At the event, the “Project K” show-
case will host conversations and per-
formances, providing audiences with a 
glimpse into “India’s vibrant culture and 
awe-inspiring world of science fiction”.

According to the makers, “Project K” 
will be the first-ever Indian film to debut 
at the Comic-Con.

Prabhas’ first look from 
‘Project K’ released

Informat ion and 
Broadcasting Minis-
ter Anurag Thakur has 
announced the addition 
of a new award category 
to the International Film 
Festival of India (IFFI) 
that will be presented 
to a show for its “artistic 
merit, storytelling excel-
lence, technical prow-
ess and overall impact”.

The Best Web Series 
Award will be given to 
an original web series 
on an OTT platform, 

originally shot and 
available in an Indian 
language, Thakur said 
on Twitter.

“Delighted to announce 
the BEST WEB SERIES 
AWARD @IFFIGoa 
to be presented to an 
exceptional web series 
for its artistic merit, 
storytelling excellence, 
technical prowess and 
overall impact.

“India is filled with 
exceptional talent; I 
encourage you to tell 

the story of a rising and 
aspirational New India - 
ready to lead the world, 
with a billion dreams 
and a billion untold sto-
ries,” the Union minister 
tweeted.

Thakur also said the 
award aims to “incen-
tivise and create invest-
ment opportunities in 
India’s OTT sector, 
encourage content 
in Indian languages, 
recognise exceptional 
talent and foster growth 
and innovation of the 
OTT industry”.

The Best Web Series 
Award will be incorporat-
ed in the festival, start-
ing from this year’s 54th 
edition set to be held in 
Goa from November 20 
to November 28.

The festival previously 
awarded talents across 
seven major categories 
-- Golden Peacock for 
Best Film, Silver Pea-
cock for Best Director, 
Best Actor, Best Actress, 
Best Debut Feature Film 
of a Director, Special 
Jury Award and Special 
Mention by the Jury.

Best web series award included 
to International Film Festival of 
India: Anurag Thakur

Controversial Twitch 
streamer Amouranth 
has been unbanned 
after her seventh sus-
pension.

Kaitlyn “Amouranth” 
Siragusa, one of the 
biggest and most con-
troversial streamers 
on Twitch, has been 
unbanned by the plat-
form on July 19.

This comes after her 
seventh temporary sus-
pension from the service 
in seven years.

Amouran th  has 
amassed over 6.4 mil-
lion followers on Twitch, 
making her one of the 
top 20 streamers on the 
Amazon-owned platform 
as of July 2023. She is 
also known for her hot 
tub streams that often 
got her into trouble with 
Twitch’s community 
guidelines. However, 
none of her previous 
bans lasted more than 
three days, and this time 
was no different.

According to Stream-

erBans, a website that 
tracks Twitch account 
suspensions, the erotic 
streamer’s latest ban 
was lifted after only a 
day.

Neither Twitch nor 
Amouranth have com-
mented on the reason 
for her ban, which 
remains unknown. 
During her Twitch ban, 
she streamed on Kick, 
a rival platform that she 
joined in June after jok-
ingly asking for a $100 
million partnership deal 
similar to xQc’s.

Many of Amouranth’s 
fans celebrated her 
return to Twitch on social 
media, while others 
criticized the platform 
for being lenient with 
its biggest streamers 
who repeatedly break 
its rules.

Amouranth was not the 
only popular streamer 
who faced a Twitch ban 
in July. A day before her 
suspension, PewDiePie 
also got banned from 

Twitch for the second 
time in his career. How-
ever, unlike Amouranth, 
PewDiePie’s Twitch 
account is still not active.

The Amazon-owned 
platform has also faced 
backlash from streamers 
and viewers for trying to 
change its advertising 
policy in June. The plat-
form announced some 
new restrictions on the 
type and amount of 
sponsored content that 
streamers could show 
during their streams. 
One of the most unpop-
ular changes was a ban 
on full-screen video ads, 
which many streamers 
used as a common 
advertising format.

Many streamers 
expressed their frustra-
tion and confusion at the 
new policy and threat-
ened to stop stream-
ing on Twitch in pro-
test. Twitch eventually 
scrapped the new rules 
shortly after revealing 
them in early June.

Amouranth returns to Twitch after hot 
tub ban, PewDiePie remains suspended
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NEW DELHI, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said the inci-
dent of women being paraded 
naked in Manipur has shamed 
140 crore Indians, asserting 
that law will act with its full might 
and no guilty will be spared.

“Today, when I am standing 
by this temple of democracy my 
heart is full of pain and anger,” 
he told reporters in his remarks 
at Parliament complex before 
the start of Monsoon session 
and amid his criticism by oppo-
sition parties for not speaking 
on the ethnic violence in the 
BJP-ruled north east state.

“I want to assure the coun-
trymen that no guilty will be 
spared. Law will act with its full 
might and firmness...What has 
happened to these daughters of 
Manipur can never be forgiven,” 
he said.

The incident in the state will 
shame any decent society, and 

it has insulted the entire country 
and the 140 crore countrymen 
are feeling ashamed, he said.

Tension mounted in the hills 
of Manipur after a May 4 video 
surfaced on Wednesday show-
ing two women from one of the 
warring communities in Manipur 
being paraded naked by a mob 
from the other side.

The prime minister requested 

all chief ministers to further 
strengthen law and order mech-
anism in their respective states 
and take most stringent action, 
especially in the cases of crimes 
against women.

He also mentioned states 
like Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh while calling for boosting 
law and order, and protecting 
women.

People should rise above polit-
ical debates to prioritise law and 
order, and respect for women, 
he added.

The BJP has been highlighting 
cases of crimes against women 
in Congress-ruled states like 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh 
while targeting the opposition 
party.

Modi also asked parliamentar-
ians to make full use of the ses-
sion for extensive discussion on 
a host of bills which, he added, 
are in people’s interest.

The prime minister referred to 
the bills on digital personal data 
protection, national research 
foundation, mediation, repealing 
and amending and ‘jan vishwas’ 
to assert that are many such 
proposed laws which are in the 
interest of the nation and differ-
ent sections of society.

“I am confident that there will 
be serious discussions in Parlia-
ment,” he said.

Manipur viral video: ‘Guilty won’t be spared’, 
says PM Modi

Spoke to CM, was assured 
of strict action: Smriti Irani 
on Manipur video

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 (Agencies): 
Union Women and Child Development 
Minister Smriti Irani has said that she 
has spoken to Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh over the May 4 video show-
ing two women being paraded naked by 
some men in the state.

She termed the incident “condem-
nable and downright inhuman”.

In a tweet on Thursday night, the 
Union minister said, “The horrific video 
of sexual assault of two women ema-
nating from Manipur is condemnable 
and downright inhuman. Spoke to CM 
N Biren Singh ji who has informed me 
that investigation is currently under way 

and assured that no effort will be spared 
to bring perpetrators to justice.”

Tension mounted in the hills of Mani-
pur after a May 4 video surfaced on 
Wednesday showing two women from 
one of the warring communities being 
paraded naked by a few men from the 
other side.

The video was doing the rounds on 
the eve of a planned protest march 
announced by the Indigenous Tribal 
Leaders’ Forum (ITLF) on Thursday to 
highlight their plight.

Police said a case of abduction, gang 
rape and murder has been registered at 
Nongpok Sekmai police station in Thou-
bal district against unidentified armed 
miscreants.

In a statement, they said an all-out 
effort is on to arrest the culprits at the 
earliest.

According to a spokesperson of ITLF, 
the “despicable scene, which happened 
on May 4 in Kangpokpi district, shows 
men constantly molesting the helpless 
women, who cry and plead with their 
captors.

“My heart is full of pain and anger,” he told reporters in his remarks ahead of Parliament’s Monsoon 
Session, amid his criticism by opposition parties for not speaking on the ethnic violence. Terms the incident ‘condemnable and downright inhuman’

AHMEDABAD, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Nine people 
were killed and 10 
injured when a speed-
ing car ploughed into a 
crowd gathered at an 
accident site on a bridge 
in Gujarat’s Ahmedabad 
city on Thursday, police 
said.

A constable and a 
Home Guard jawan, 
who reached the spot 
after the first accident of 
a collision involving two 
vehicles, were among 
those killed in the inci-
dent, they said.

The accident took 
place at around 1 am at 
ISKCON bridge on the 
Sarkhej-Gandhinagar 
highway in Satellite 
area of the city when 
the Jaguar car moving 
at a very high speed 
ploughed into a crowd 
gathered there, the 
police said.

“At around 1 am, a 
Thar (SUV) collided 
with a truck at ISKCON 

Bridge on SG Highway. 
After receiving informa-
tion about the accident, 
local traffic police and 
a Home Guard jawan 
reached the spot to 
manage the traffic and 
handle the situation. 
Out of curiosity, several 
bystanders also gath-
ered at the spot to check 
what had happened,” 
Satellite police station 
inspector KY Vyas said.

“When they were on 
the bridge, a speed-
ing Jaguar car rammed 
into the crowd, killing 

five people on the spot, 
while four people died 
during treatment. The 
deceased included a 
constable and a Home 
Guard jawan. Ten 
people who received 
injuries were admitted 
to different hospitals,” 
he said.

The car driver, Tathya 
Patel, was also admitted 
to a private hospital as 
he also received inju-
ries, the official said.

According to sources, 
the angry bystanders 
thrashed the car driver 

and a video of it was 
captured by a person 
standing below the 
bridge.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police, Traffic, Neeta 
Desai, said an FIR had 
been registered in this 
connection and the 
police would try their 
best to ensure the kin of 
the victims got justice.

“Nine people were 
killed and 10 to 11 
people were injured in 
the accident. It does not 
appear to be a case of 
drunk driving. But our 
primary investigation 
has revealed the speed 
of the Jaguar car was 
extremely high. Since 
(car driver) Tathya Patel 
is under treatment, we 
will arrest him once doc-
tors give the go-ahead,” 
Desai said at the Sola 
Civil Hospital.

Most of the deceased 
and injured youth 
belonged to other cities 

and were living here as 
paying guests, as per 
sources.

After learning about 
the first accident, they 
went to the bridge out of 
curiosity. Minutes later, 
the speeding car came 
from Karnavati Club side 
and ran over the crowd, 
they said.

The parents and other 
family members of the 
deceased reached 
the Sola Civil Hospital 
and demanded harsh-
est punishment for the 
accused.

The crossroads under 
the ISKCON bridge is a 
popular hangout spot for 
the youth during night 
hours, as they gather 
there to have tea and 
snacks.

Many people wanting 
to travel to other towns 
and cities also gather at 
the ISKCON crossroads 
to catch buses or private 
vehicles.

9 killed, 10 injured as speeding Jaguar ploughs 
into crowd at accident site in Ahmedabad

MUMBAI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Five people 
died after a massive 
landslide at a village in 
Maharashtra’s Raigad 
district, an official said 
on Thursday.

While 75 people have 
been rescued, many are 
still feared trapped, the 
official said. Four NDRF 
teams are engaged in 
rescue work, he added.

The village has around 
50 houses, of which 17 
were buried under the 
landslide, the official 
said. The landslide fol-
lowed torrential rains in 
the area.

NDRF personnel 
recovered one body 
from the landslide spot, 
while four bodies were 
recovered by the rescue 
teams earlier.

The village is 6km 
from Morbe dam, which 

supplies water to Navi 
Mumbai.

Minister Uday Samant 
said those rescued had 
been admitted to a hos-
pital in Navi Mumbai.

Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde reached the site 
and spoke to person-
nel engaged in rescue 
operations. “This vil-
lage was not in the list 
of landslide-prone vil-

lages,” he told reporters 
there.

“Our priority now is 
to rescue those still 
trapped beneath the 
rubble,” he said.

The landslide occurred 
around 11 pm on 
Wednesday at Irshal-
wadi village in Khalapur 
tehsil, around 80 km 
from Mumbai, the offi-
cial said.

5 die following landslide 
in Maharashtra’s Raigad

While 75 people have been rescued, many still feared trapped

A U R A N G A B A D , 
Jul 20 (Agencies): An 
11-year-old student of 
Class V in a school in 
Aurangabad in Maha-
rashtra has died alleg-
edly after a beating from 
classmates, a police 
official said on Thurs-
day.

The child, identified as 

Kartik Gaikwad, had a 
quarrel with classmate 
over a trivial seating 
issue on July 6 and 
was allegedly hit by four 
others, during which he 
sustained stomach inju-
ries, the Daulatabad 
police station official 
said.

“He narrated the inci-

dent to his parents on 
July 10, who took him to 
a doctor in nearby Abdi-
mandi village the next 
day. He died on July 13 
while undergoing treat-
ment in the Govern-
ment Medical College 
and Hospital here,” the 
official said.

A case was registered 
on Wednesday under 
Indian Penal Code 
sections for causing 
death by negligence 
and other offences, he 
said, adding that further 
probe into the matter 
was underway.

Class 5 student dies after being 
hit by classmates over seating in 
Maharashtra’s Aurangabad

MANGALURU, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Police have 
seized 100 kilograms of 
chocolates laced with 
narcotic drugs from two 
shops in the city, police 
said on Thursday.

The intoxicant choco-
lates were seized in 
a raid conducted on 
Wednesday from a shop 
owned by one Manohar 
Shet at Car Street and 
another shop at Falnir 
owned by Bechan 
Sonar of Uttar Pradesh 
in the city, police said.

The operation was 
launched by the Man-

galuru South police fol-
lowing a tip-off. 

The drug-laced sweets 
were being sold in the 
name of ‘Bang’ choco-
lates.

Both the shopkeepers 
have been arrested and 
the seized chocolates 
sent to the forensic labo-
ratory for testing, police 
further said.

100 kg drug-laced chocolates seized 
in Mangaluru, 2 shopkeepers held

MUMBAI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): All schools 
will remain closed in 
the city on Thursday, 
the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC), Mumbai’s civic 
body, announced. The 
announcement came 
after heavy rains bat-
tered Mumbai amid 
an orange alert on 
Wednesday, prompting 
the state government to 
order an early shutdown 
of government offices in 
the city.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) 
has issued a yellow 
alert in Mumbai for July 
20 and 21.

TRAFFIC, TRAINS 
AFFECTED

The heavy rains affect-
ed the vehicular move-
ment and local train 
services on central and 
harbour lines.

Heavy showers also 
pounded Thane and 
Palghar districts, caus-
ing water-logging in 
many localities. More 
than 250 families from 
low-lying areas in Thane 
were shifted to safer 
places, officials told 
news agency agency.

Parts of Maharashtra 
have been witness-
ing floods triggered by 
heavy rain.

HEAVY RAIN ALERT
Meanwhile, the IMD 

has forecast heavy to 
very heavy rain over 
Uttarakhand, Himachal, 
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, 
Telangana, and Odisha.

IMD has issued a 
‘yellow’ alert for Uttara-
khand on July 20 and 
22, and ‘an orange’ 
alert for the entire state 
for July 21. According to 
the weather department, 
heavy to very heavy rain 
is likely in Uttarkashi, 
Chamoli, Rudraprayag, 
Bageshwar and Pithor-
agarh districts on July 
20.

A yellow alert has been 
sounded for all districts, 
except Udham Singh 
Nagar and Haridwar, on 
July 21.

Meanwhile, in Him-
achal Pradesh, some 
districts are expected to 
receive heavy rainfall as 
a ‘yellow’ alert has been 
issued till July 22.

For central India, the 
IMD has issued heavy 
rain alerts for Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh till July 22. “Isolat-
ed very heavy rainfall is 
also likely over Madhya 
Pradesh on 18th & 22nd, 
Vidarbha during 18th-
20th and over Chhattis-
garh during 18th-22nd 
July,” the Met office said, 

while issuing ‘yellow’ 
and ‘orange’ alerts.

Heavy to very heavy 
rain is also expected 
over Maharashtra during 
the next five days and 
over Gujarat during the 
next three days.

Meanwhile, in the 
southern region, Kerala, 
Karnataka, Telangana, 
and Andhra Pradesh are 
likely to receive heavy 
showers till July 22. 
The weather office has 
issued a yellow alert for 
some districts of Kerala, 
and orange and yellow 
alerts for Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, and 
Telangana.

The Telangana gov-
ernment has declared a 
holiday for educational 
institutions on Thursday 
and Friday, in view of the 
heavy rain alert.

Heavy to very heavy 
rain is very likely to 
occur at isolated places 
across many districts, 
including Mancherial, 
Kamareddy, Medak, 
Sangareddy, Komaram 
Bheem, Yadadri Bhu-
vanagiri, Nizamabad, 
Jagityal, Rajanna Sir-
silla, Karimnagar, Ped-
dapally, Jayashankar 
Bhupalapally, Mulugu, 
Bhadradri Kothagudem 
and Siddipet.

Mumbai schools closed 
amid heavy rains, alerts 
issued across states

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): The Centre 
on Thursday asked 
Twitter and other social 
media to take down the 
video of two Manipuri 
women being paraded 
naked as the matter is 
under investigation.

According to sources, 
the government has told 
social media platforms 
operating in India that it 
is imperative for them to 
adhere to Indian laws. 
The order was given 
after a video of the inci-
dent went viral on social 
media triggering shock 
and outrage.

According to the sourc-

es, “The government 
has issued an order 
to Twitter and other 
social media platforms, 
instructing them not to 
share the viral video of 
the two Manipuri women 
being paraded naked. 
It is imperative for the 
social media platforms 
to adhere to Indian laws 
as the matter is current-
ly under investigation.”

According to a senior 
police official, the inci-
dent took place on May 
4 in Manipur’s Thoubal 
district and a case of 
abduction, gang rape 
and murder has been 
registered.

Centre may act against 
Twitter over Manipur 
video, asks social media 
to take down clip
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AUCKLAND, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): At least two people and 
an armed attacker were killed 
and five others wounded in 
a shooting in New Zealand’s 
largest city of Auckland on 
Thursday, hours ahead of the 
opening match of the Women’s 
soccer World Cup in the city.

Prime Minister Chris Hipkins 
said the soccer tournament 
would proceed as planned, 
adding the shooting appeared 
to be the actions of an individual 
and that police were not seeking 
anyone else in relation to the 
incident.

“There was no identified politi-
cal or ideological motivation for 
the shooting and therefore no 
national security risk,” Hipkins 
said during a televised media 
briefing.

There would be no change to 
New Zealand’s security threat 
level although there would be an 
increased police presence in the 
city, he said.

Auckland has welcomed thou-
sands of international players 
and tourists for the ninth Wom-
en’s World Cup which is being 
co-hosted by Australia and New 
Zealand.

“Obviously we would prefer it 
not to have started in this way,” 
Hipkins told journalists later in 
the day.

“It will be acknowledged what 
happened today at the opening 
ceremony. And I will be going, it 
is safe to go and we continue to 
encourage the whole commu-
nity to get behind this,” he said.

The gunman has not been for-
mally identified but is believed 
to be a 24-year-old male who 
was employed at the construc-
tion site where the shooting 
occurred, Police Commissioner 

Andrew Coster said at a news 
conference.

He was armed with a pump-
action shot gun and moved 
through a building site shooting. 
After reaching the upper levels 
he contained himself within an 
elevator shaft and fired more 
shots before being found dead 
a short time later.

An officer was injured in the 
shooting, as well as four mem-
bers of the public.

The gunman was the subject 
of a sentence of home detention 
but had an exemption to work 
at the site.

“The individual is known for 
primarily family violence history. 
There is nothing to suggest that 
he has presented a higher-level 
risk than was indicated by that 
history,” Coster said.

Soccer teams from New Zea-
land, Norway, Italy, the US, Viet-
nam and Portugal were known 
to be in the city when the shoot-
ing occurred.

“FIFA has been informed that 
this was an isolated incident 
that was not related to football 
operations and the opening 
match tonight at Eden Park will 
proceed as planned,” FIFA said 
in a statement to agency.

“The participating teams in 
close proximity to this incident 
are being supported in relation 
to any impact that may have 
taken place.” In the two opening 
World Cup matches on Thurs-
day, Norway plays New Zea-
land in Auckland while Australia 
faces Ireland in Sydney.

SECURITY STEPPED UP
The shooting took place near 

the Norwegian team hotel in 
downtown Auckland, and sev-
eral players took to social media 
to report they were safe.

“All seems calm, and we are 
preparing as normal for the 
match tonight,” Norway cap-
tain Maren Mjelde told Norwe-
gian newspaper Verdens Gang 
during the police operation.

Italy and the US team’s train-
ing was delayed as players 
could not get out of their hotel.

Douglas Emhoff, the husband 
of US Vice President Kamala 
Harris who is leading the presi-
dential delegation to New Zea-
land for the opening ceremony 
of the World Cup, is safe, the US 
embassy said.

A US Soccer spokesman said 
that the US players were just 
getting up for breakfast inside 
the hotel when the incident 

occurred.
“Our security sort of imme-

diately liaised with the local 
authorities and Department of 
State. We determined immedi-
ately that everybody was safe 
and accounted for and from then 
on we just had to wait it out,” 
Aaron Heifetz told reporters.

US forward Lynn Williams said 
the incident was something she 
and her compatriots had dealt 
with “far too many times” in the 
United States, where gun vio-
lence is common.

“There was definitely a sense 
of, ‘Let’s come together.’ We still 
have a job to do. But also rec-
ognising that there was lives lost 
and that is very real and very 
devastating,” said Williams.

Several streets in Auckland 
were cordoned off, all ferry 
services into the city were can-
celled, and buses were asked 
to detour some areas of the city.

Maurane Mifort-Paon, a 
18-year-old tourist from France, 
said: “At first I was kind of wor-
ried but when I saw how the 
police were everywhere, it was 
very reassuring.”

A FIFA Fan Festival event just 
a few blocks from the shooting 
was delayed.

Auckland Mayor Wayne Brown 
said the shooting was not in any 
way related to the World Cup.

Gun violence is rare in New 
Zealand, which tightened its gun 
laws after a gunman killed 51 
Muslim worshippers in Christ-
church in 2019 in the country’s 
worst peace-time mass shoot-
ing.

The government has banned 
all military style semi-automatics 
and other deadly guns.

Gunman in New Zealand kills 2 on eve of Women’s 
Soccer World Cup

BAGHDAD/STOCK-
HOLM, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): Hundreds of 
protesters stormed the 
Swedish embassy in 
central Baghdad in the 
early hours of Thurs-
day morning, scaling its 
walls and setting it on 
fire in protest against 
the expected burning 
of a Koran in Sweden.

All Baghdad embas-
sy staff were safe, the 
Swedish foreign min-
istry press office said 
in a statement, con-
demning the attack and 
highlighting the need 
for Iraqi authorities to 
protect diplomatic mis-
sions.

Thursday’s demon-
stration was called by 
supporters of Shi’ite 
cleric Muqtada Sadr 
to protest the second 
planned Koran burning 
in Sweden in weeks, 
according to posts in a 
popular Telegram group 
linked the influential 
cleric and other pro-
Sadr media.

Sadr, one of Iraq’s 
most powerful figures, 
commands hundreds of 
thousands of followers 
whom he has at times 
called to the streets, 
including last summer 
when they occupied 
Baghdad’s heavily-
fortified Green Zone 
and engaged in deadly 
clashes.

Swedish news agency 
TT reported on Wednes-
day that Swedish police 
granted an application 
for a public meeting out-

side the Iraqi embassy 
in Stockholm on Thurs-
day.

The application says 
the applicant seeks to 
burn the Koran and the 
Iraqi flag, TT reported.

A series of videos 
posted to the Telegram 
group, One Baghdad, 
showed people gather-
ing around the embas-
sy around 1 a.m. on 
Thursday (2200 GMT on 
Wednesday) chanting 
pro-Sadr slogans and 
storming the embassy 
complex around an hour 
later.

“Yes, yes to the Koran,” 
protesters chanted.

Videos later showed 
smoke rising from a 
building in the embassy 
complex and protest-
ers standing on its 
roof. Reuters could not 
independently verify 
the authenticity of the 
videos.

KORAN PROTESTS
Iraq’s foreign ministry 

also condemned the 
incident and said in a 
statement the Iraqi gov-
ernment had instructed 
security forces to carry 
out a swift investigation, 
identify perpetrators and 
hold them to account.

By dawn on Thurs-
day, security forces had 
deployed inside the 
embassy and smoke 
rose from the build-
ing as fire-fighters 
extinguished stubborn 
embers, according to 
agency witnesses.

Most protesters had 
withdrawn, with a few 

dozen milling around 
outside the embassy.

Late last month, Sadr 
called for protests 
against Sweden and 
the expulsion of the 
Swedish ambassador 
after the Koran burning 
in Stockholm by an Iraqi 
man.

Swed ish  po l i ce 
charged the man with 
agitation against an 
ethnic or national 
group. In a newspaper 
interview, he described 
himself as an Iraqi ref-
ugee seeking to ban 
the Koran, the central 
religious text of Islam, 
believed by Muslims 
to be a revelation from 
God.

Two major protests 
took place outside of 
the Swedish embas-
sy in Baghdad in the 
aftermath of that Koran 
burning, with protesters 
breaching the embassy 
grounds on one occa-
sion.

The governments of 
several Muslim coun-
tries, including Iraq, 
Turkey, the United Arab 
Emirates, Jordan and 
Morocco issued protests 
about the incident, with 
Iraq seeking the man’s 
extradition to face trial 
in the country.

The United States 
also condemned it, but 
added that Sweden’s 
issuing of the permit 
supported freedom of 
expression and was not 
an endorsement of the 
action.

Swedish embassy in Iraq’s 
Baghdad stormed, set afire 
over Koran burningPM Hipkins says no political or ideological motivation identified

LONDON, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Voters head 
to the polls on Thursday 
in three by-elections 
across England, with 
Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak’s ruling Con-
servatives braced for 
defeat in each as infla-
tion-battered Britain’s 
economic woes bite.

The Tories are defend-
ing hefty majorities in 
the seats in London, 
Yorkshire in northern 
England and Somerset 
in the southwest, but 
appear to be haem-
orrhaging support as 
the scandals of recent 
years and dire econom-
ic picture take their toll.

The contests come 
ahead of a general 
election due next year, 
with the main opposition 
Labour party enjoying 
poll leads of around 20 
percent and poised to 
retake power for the first 
time in over a decade.

Labour, under its leader 
Keir Starmer, won local 
council elections in early 
May across swathes of 
England, with Sunak’s 
Conservatives suffer-
ing steep losses in his 
first major electoral test 
since taking power last 
October.

The opposition has 
won five by-elections 
since March last year, 
but only one of those 
seats -- Wakefield, 
in Yorkshire -- was 
snatched from the 
Tories.

Labour is now aiming 
to emulate that June 
2022 feat in nearby 
Selby and Ainsty, where 
Nigel Adams quit as 
Conservative MP last 
month after failing to be 
nominated for a peerage 
by ex-prime minister 
Boris Johnson.

Labour is also eyeing 
victory in Johnson’s 
northwest London con-
stituency of Uxbridge 
and South Ruislip, 

after the scandal-tarred 
former leader himself 
resigned as an MP last 
month and triggered the 
ballot.

He quit after learning a 
cross-party parliamen-
tary committee had con-
cluded he deliberately 
lied to lawmakers about 
lockdown-breaking par-
ties during the Covid 
pandemic and had rec-
ommended a 90-day 
suspension.

The Liberal Demo-
crats are intent on 
overturning a 20,000-
strong Tory majority in 
Somerton and Frome, 
after its Tory MP David 
Warburton stood down 
following an admission 
of cocaine use.

- ‘Difficult’ -
Sunak, who became 

prime minister following 
the disastrous 44-day 
tenure of predecessor 
Liz Truss, initially suc-
ceeded in stabilising 
financial markets pan-
icked by her radical tax-
slashing agenda.

But the 43-year-old 
former finance minister 
has struggled to reverse 
his party’s declining for-
tunes, which first set 
in during the so-called 
“Partygate” scandal 
under Johnson.

Sunak’s turnaround 
efforts have in part been 
hobbled by persistently 
high inflation, which 
in recent months has 
spooked the markets 
once again.

With interest rates at 
their highest in 15 years, 

pushing mortgage and 
other borrowing costs 
ever higher, the worst 
cost-of-living crisis in a 
generation is showing 
few signs of abating.

Sunak kicked off the 
year by making five key 
vows to voters, including 
halving inflation, grow-
ing the economy and 
cutting waiting times 
within the overstretched 
National Health Service 
(NHS).

He has made little 
headway on most of the 
pledges, and there are 
persistent fears the UK 
will tip into recession 
this year as the high 
interest rates constrain 
spending.

Sunak’s net favour-
ability has fallen to its 
lowest level (-40) since 
he entered Downing 
Street, with two-thirds 
of Britons saying they 
have an unfavourable 
view of him, according 
to YouGov.

His allies were down-
playing the party’s 
prospects on Thursday, 
while insisting there 
was still time for a Tory 
revival before the next 
national contest.

“As you’ve heard 
before, by-elections 
for incumbent govern-
ments are very difficult,” 
Sunak’s press secretary 
told reporters on the 
eve of the by-elections, 
adding that the Conser-
vative Party was “most 
focused” on the general 
election.

Rishi Sunak’s Party Set For 
Defeat In Three By-Elections

BEIJING, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping met 
former US secretary of 
state Henry Kissinger 
in Beijing on Thursday, 
state media reported.

“On July 20, President 
Xi Jinping met former 
US Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger at the 
Diaoyutai State Guest-
house,” state broad-
caster CCTV said, hail-
ing the 100-year-old 
statesman’s central role 
in opening up relations 

between China and the 
United States in the 
1970s.

Kissinger, then US 
national security advi-
sor, secretly flew to 
Beijing in July 1971 on 
a mission to establish 
relations with commu-
nist China.

That trip set the stage 
for a landmark visit 
by president Richard 
Nixon, who sought both 
to shake up the Cold 
War and enlist help in 
ending America’s war in 

Vietnam.
Washington’s over-

tures to an isolated 
Beijing contributed to 
China’s rise to become 
a manufacturing power-

house and the world’s 
largest economy after 
the United States.

Since leaving office, 
the Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Kissinger has 

grown wealthy advising 
businesses on China -- 
and has warned against 
a hawkish turn in US 
policy.

“Since 1971, Dr. Kiss-
inger has visited China 
more than 100 times,” 
CCTV said.

“On May 27 this year, 
the legendary diplomat 
celebrated his 100th 
birthday, and this visit is 
also his first trip to China 
since turning 100,” it 
added.

Xi Jinping Meets Ex US Secretary Of State Henry 
Kissinger In Beijing

KYIV, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): A third night of 
Russian air attacks tar-
geted Ukraine’s south-
ern cities, including the 
port city of Odesa, and 
wounded at least 21 
people, Ukrainian offi-
cials said Thursday.

At least 19 people 
were injured in Mykolaiv, 
a southern city close 
to the Black Sea, the 
region’s Governor Vitalii 
Kim said in a statement 
on Telegram. Russian 
strikes destroyed sever-
al floors of a three-story 

building and caused a 
fire that affected an area 
of 450 square meters 
(4,800 square feet) and 
burned for hours.

Kim said two people 
were hospitalized, 

including a child.
In the port city of 

Odesa, at least two were 
injured following a Rus-
sian air attack that dam-
aged buildings in the city 
center and caused a fire 

affecting an area of 300 
square meters (3200 
square feet), said Odesa 
Governor Oleh Kiper.

The attacks come one 
day after an intense 
Russian bombardment 
using drones and mis-
siles damaged critical 
port infrastructure in 
Odesa, including grain 
and oil terminals. The 
attack destroyed at least 
60,000 tons of grain.

Russia’s attacks on 
southern Ukraine have 
become more intense 
this week, after Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin 
pulled Russia out of 
a wartime deal that 
allowed Ukraine to send 
grain to countries facing 
the threat of hunger.

In the Russian-
annexed territory of 
Crimea, “an enemy 
drone” attacked a settle-
ment in the peninsula’s 
northwest, damaging 
several administrative 
buildings and killing a 
teenage girl, the region’s 
Moscow-appointed gov-
ernor Sergei Aksyonov 
reported Thursday.

At least 21 injured in third night of Russian 
air attacks against southern Ukraine

KOKOPO, Jul 20 
(Agencies): An “armed 
and dangerous” World 
War II bomb was dug 
up and defused Thurs-
day on the small Pacific 
island of Nauru, the 
country’s police force 
said.

Schools were closed 
and Nauru’s 12,000 
residents were urged to 
stay at home as Austra-
lian military specialists 
worked on the 500-
pound (227-kilogram) 
explosive, which was 

first discovered almost 
two weeks ago.

Nauru’s government 
declared a state of 
emergency across the 
island on Thursday 
morning, evacuating all 
houses within two kilo-
metres (1.2 miles) of the 
bomb.

Police later said the 
device had been “dis-
armed and moved to 
a safe location for dis-
posal”.

A team of Australian 
bomb disposal experts 

were dispatched to 
Nauru to help, digging 
deep trenches and fill-
ing hulking containers 
with sand to absorb any 
explosion.

“The item is extremely 
dangerous so our key 

concern has been the 
safety of the people of 
Nauru as well as the vital 
infrastructure that sup-
plies water and power 
that is in the immediate 
vicinity,” Australian lieu-
tenant Jordan Bell said 

ahead of the operation.
The island microstate 

is one of the world’s 
smallest countries and 
lies about 4,000 kilome-
tres (2,500 miles) north-
east of Sydney.

It was occupied by Jap-
anese troops between 
1942 and 1945.

The Pacific remains 
littered with unexploded 
ordnance decades after 
the end of World War II 
-- the legacy of brutal 
combat between Japan 
and the United States.

“Dangerous” World War 2 Bomb Found In Pacific Island 
Of Nauru, Disarmed
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Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha 
see adjournments on 
first day of Monsoon 

Session
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Singh 

Dhankar read the obituary reference to a 
sitting member Hardwar Dubey.

The House observed silence in memory 
of departed leader and other former mem-
bers who had passed in the inter-session 
period.

Opposition members had given adjourn-
ment motion notices in both Houses of 
Parliament over their demands including 
a discussion on the situation in Manipur.

Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
expressed confidence that MPs will use the 
monsoon session of Parliament to discuss 
issues of public welfare and said that more 
sharp the discussion the better outcome it 
generates for public good.

“Today, when we are meeting in the holy 
month of Sawan in this temple of democra-
cy…I am confident that all the MPs, togeth-
er, will use this for the maximum welfare of 
people and carry out their responsibilities 
as MPs,” he said in his remarks ahead of 
the commencement of the monsoon ses-
sion .

“I believe that all the honourable Members 
of Parliament together will make maximum 
use of this session in public interest. Dis-

cussion plays a significant role; the sharper 
the discussion, the better the decisions are 
made that give far-reaching results in the 
public interest,” he added.

PM Modi also talked about significance of 
various bills including personal data protec-
tion bill.

Speaking about the about the ethnic vio-
lence in Manipur and video that showed 
two women being paraded naked in the 
state, the Prime Minister said he was filled 
with pain.

“I am filled with pain and the incident is 
shameful for any civil society. No accused 
will spared, we will never forgive those who 
are behind this,” he said.

“This a shameful incident for any soci-
ety..who did this and who is responsible is 
another issue but this has put our nation 
to shame. I appeal to all chief minsters to 
tighten law and order. Whether it is Rajas-
than, Chattisgarh or Manipur…the issue 
of a woman’s honour is above all politics.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Prahlad 
Joshi had said on Wednesday that 31 bills 
are on the agenda of the government.

Braj Raj Sharma takes oath 
as State Election Commis-

sioner of J&K
Panchayati Raj Act, 1989, the Lieuten-

ant Governor is pleased to appoint Braj 
Raj Sharma, IAS(Retd) as State Election 
Commissioner for Jammu and Kashmir,” 

the order reads.
It said Sharma shall hold the position of 

the State Election Commissioner till he 
attains the age of 65.

J&K Police recovered 
prosecutrix from New 

Delhi, Abductors arrested
towards New Delhi, where the prosecu-

tor’s file was recovered and the accused 
were also arrested.

The accused have been identified as 
Ashiq Ali Mangral, a resident of Tuli Reasi, 
and Deep Kumar of Chalabeni Kathua.

The girl was handed over to her legal 
heirs after completing the legal formalities, 
the police said, adding that further investi-
gation of the case is going on.

Tree falls on truck on 
J&K Highway, Two army 

personnel injured
district on Thursday, official said.
The truck was part of an Army convoy, 

they said, adding the two have been hos-
pitalised.

Crime Branch 
chargesheets three for 
encroaching State Land

Branch Kashmir in the year 2018 and the 
investigation started,” it said.

It added that evidence collected during 
the investigation of the case has estab-
lished that the accused persons hatched 
a criminal conspiracy and unlawfully 
encroached upon the land.

Women startups reviv-
ing, Promoting Dogri art 

and culture in Jammu
a month, showcasing products from vari-

ous departments, including Handicrafts, 
handlooms, and the ministry of textiles.

“We have dedicated space for each dis-
trict to showcase their unique products”, 
DIC GM said.

Jammu Haat is a platform where women 
entrepreneurs can sell their products and 
services, providing them with a market 
to grow their businesses. It serves as a 
one-stop shop, allowing women entrepre-
neurs to showcase and sell their prod-
ucts, expand their visibility, and access a 
broader market.

“There’s a massive influx of visitors due 
to the Amarnath Yatra. We’ve placed bill-
boards at the railway station and Bhag-
watinagar base camp to promote Jammu 
Haat nationwide”, he said.

He said that DIC offers loans up to Rs 
50 lakh to support unemployed individuals 
with their startups. Jammu Haat aims to 

provide comprehensive support to women 
entrepreneurs, he added.

Women-led startups hold immense 
potential for the economy, society, and the 
startup ecosystem.

Gayatri Kotwal, a middle-aged woman 
entrepreneur said “I practice dot art, focus-
ing on meditative creations. I craft mirrors, 
landscapes, and various other pieces. It 
originated in France but has now reached 
this part of our country,” Gaytri said.

Like her Usha Anand, an elderly woman 
entrepreneur and former educationist, 
chose to embark on a new path in the 
world of art. Her goal is to promote Dogra’s 
traditional craft and connect women to 
village arts. Usha Anand’s startup now 
thrives, with five hundred women produc-
ing various traditional craft items.

In a world where innovation transcends 
boundaries, women entrepreneurs are 
shattering barriers and leaving their mark 
on the startup ecosystem. They are con-
tributing to both the economy and society.

Priya Gupta, a 54-year-old housewife 
from Jammu, has found a remarkable way 
to combine her love for art with her com-
mitment to sustainability by transforming 
waste materials into beautiful home decor 
pieces. Like her, Sita Devi, who took a loan 
from Khadi village to establish her startup.

“Thanks to the loan from Khadi village, I 
now create traditional local-designed suits, 
pheras, kurtas, and jute products to pro-
mote Dogra culture,” she said.
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SRINAGAR, Jul 20: Apni Party’s 
Senior Leader and its Parliamen-
tary Affairs Committee Chairman, 
Mohammad Dilawar Mir, on Thursday, 
expressed deep concern over the lin-
gering Compassionate Appointments 
under SRO-43 in various departments 
including J&K Police Department in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that hundreds of SRO-43 
cases have been pending for more than 
a couple of years, and the aspirants are 
suffering due to the long delay in the 
disposal of their applications.

In his statement issued here today, 
Mohammad Dilawar Mir said, “It is 
deeply concerning that numerous 

SRO-43 cases in various departments 
have been languishing, awaiting the 
issuance of the Government order 
for compensatory appointments. The 
applicants are suffering as their cases 
remain unprocessed, leaving them in 
uncertainty regarding the fate of their 
applications.” He urged the administra-
tion to promptly undertake the neces-
sary initiatives to expedite the process-
ing of these cases, thereby enabling 
the aspirants to rightfully obtain their 
entitlements.

He said, “I request the LG administra-
tion to look into the matter and ensure 
swift disposal of pending SRO-43 
cases so that the concerned individu-
als and their families do not suffer any 
further.”

Dilawar Mir expresses concern over 
delay in clearing Compassionate 
Appointments covered under SRO-43

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Jul 20: Rash-
triya Bal Swasthiya Karyakarm 
(RBSK) teams of Block Kisht-
war organized Health checkup 
cum Anemia Camps in Nagseni 
and Kishtwar.

On the directions of Chief 
Medical Officer Kishtwar, Dr 
Mohd Yaqoob Mir, and Under 
the guidance and supervi-
sion of Block Medical Officer 
Kishtwar, Dr Sat Lal Manhas, 
Deptt of health and family wel-
fare in Collaboration with ICDS 
Department organised several 
anemia camps wherein children 

were screened by Rashtriya Bal 
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) 
Teams of Block Kishtwar.

Besides awareness pro-
grammes, Hemoglobin (HB) 
testing was also done. Free 
medicines, Iron, folic acid , 
syrup/Tablets albendazole etc 
also distributed among the chil-
dren and Pregnant women.

Anaemia Camps were held 
under “Anaemia Mukt Bharat” 
at the ward/Panchayat level in 
poshan Project for the identi-
fication of anaemic beneficia-
ries in Collaboration with ICDS 
Department .

Staff members of ICDS 
Anganwadi Centers (AWC)  and 
the general public of the areas 

thanked the whole RBSK team 
for Medical /Anaemia Camps in 
their respective areas.

 It is pertinent to mention here 
that Rashtriya Bal Swasthiya 
Karyakram (RBSK) scheme is 
a sub Scheme under National 
Health Mission (NHM) in which 
children in age group 0-18 years 
are screened for detection of  4 
Ds and then are referred to Dis-
trict Early Intervention Center 
(DEIC) District Hospital for 
further treatment and manage-
ment.

All treatment and medicines 
are given free of cost.

Health and Anaemia check up camp carried out by 
RBSK Kishtwar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jul 20: To celebrate 
National Intellectual Property 
Festival, IPR Awareness Work-
shop for the students, scholars 
& faculty members of Gov-
ernment College for Women 
(GCW), Parade Ground, Jammu 
was conducted on 19th July, 
2023 by CSIR-Indian Institute 
of Integrative Medicine (IIIM), 
Jammu.        

On 17th July, 2023, CSIR-IIIM 
Jammu  inaugurated the 5 days 
long National Intellectual Prop-
erty Festival-NIPF (Rastriya 
Boudhik Sampada Mahotshav).

The third day programme aims 
to educate participants about 
the key provisions and benefits 
of Intellectual Property Rights.

Dr Kancherla Prasad, Senior 
Scientist from CSIR-IIIM, 

Jammu while delivering the 
key note address, has shed light 
on the importance on various 
types of IPRs including Patents, 
Trade Marks, Trade Secrets, 
Copy Rights, Design Rights & 
Geographical Indication (G.I). 
He explained how Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPRs) play a 
crucial role in protecting and 
incentivizing innovation and 
creativity in various fields. He 
discussed the significant con-

tribution of IPRs to economic 
growth by fostering innovation 
and attracting investment. He 
briefed how IPRs safeguard the 
rights of innovators/creators, 
allowing them to have control 
over the use, reproduction, and 
distribution of their inventions/
creations. The IP protection 
ensures that creators receive 
fair compensation for their work 
and can commercialize their 
inventions.

Er. Ankush Varma, Coordina-
tor, Technology Business Incu-
bator throw light on how IPRs 
are important for startups and 
entrepreneurs to safeguard 
their business ideas. He also 
briefed the large gathering 
about the role of CSIR-IIIM 
Incubators in building a startup 
movement in Jammu & Kashmir 
and beyond.

It was informed that around 
170 participants inclusive of stu-
dents & faculty members partic-
ipated. Dr. Vikas Dogra, Assis-
tant Professor has conducted 
the proceedings and later pre-
sented the vote of thanks.

Earlier Prof S P Saraswat Prin-
cipal, Govt College for Women, 
Parade Ground, Jammu in his 
welcome address, has given 
a brief overview on the impor-
tance of IPRs in the business 
world.

CSIR-IIIM conducts IPR Awareness Workshop 
at GCW Parade

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Bollywood 
actress Sara Ali Khan 
undertook Amarnath 
Yatra in Kashmir Hima-
layas on Thursday.

A video on social 
media showing Sara Ali 
Khan along with some 
friends and escorted 
by the security forces 
coming down the stairs 
at the Cave shrine of 
Amarnath.

The actress was wear-
ing a grey trek suit and 
a “chunari” hanging 
with her neck, carrying 
a long stick in her right 
hand and left hand held 
by her friend coming 

down the stairs some-
where near the Amar-
nath route.

Sara Ali Khan often 
visits Kashmir valley 
and last time she was 
seen along with her 
brother Ibrahim Ali Khan 
at Gulmarg during the 
winters.

Sara Ali Khan also 

recently travelled to 
Pahalgam in south 
Kashmir where the 
actress enjoyed every 
bit of the trekking.

Last week India’s top 
Badminton player Saina 
Nehwal alongwith her 
mother also undertook 
the Amarnath yatra in 
Kashmir valley.

Bollywood actress Sara Ali Khan 
undertakes Amarnath Yatra

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jul 20: Col 
SS Pathania, President 
Sainik Samaj Party 
(SSP) JKUT urged hon-
ourable Lt Governor 
and Union Government 
to give more districts 
to Jammu region, to 
ensure good gover-
nance, over all Devel-
opment and enhanced 
welfare of people.

He said that Kashmir 
division having an area 
of 15000 sq kilometres 
has been given 10 dis-
tricts, whereas Jammu 
region having an area of 
26000 kilometres, also 
has 10 districts.

This discrimination 
was brought in by Kash-

mir centric politicians, 
who always believed 
in subjugation, oppres-
sion and exploitation of 
people of Jammu region 
as a part of their strat-
egy.

A small district will 
not only ensure better 
governance, effective 
administration, accel-
erated growth in edu-
cation, health, mainte-

nance of law and order, 
growth in industrial, 
agricultural and horti-
culture sectors, but also 
result in improved wel-
fare, social justice and 
redressal of grievances 
mechanism.

Tehsil Akhnoor is the 
classical example and 
inspite of having a huge 
area and thick popula-
tion has been denied 
the status of a district, 
resulting in extreme 
inconveniences to the 
people, who have to 
traverse over long dis-
tances to come to DC 
office/other departmen-
tal offices for various 
personal, official and 
redressal of grievances 

issues.
UT of Ladakh is show-

ing the way by demand-
ing two additional 
districts of Nubra and 
Jhanskar by raising a 
voice in unison and they 
are likely to get it, in all 
probability.

Pathania requested 
that a committee be 
formed by the govern-
ment, at the earliest to 
recommend the cre-
ation of additional dis-
tricts in Jammu region 
based on the area, pop-
ulation, terrain and con-
nectivity factors, on the 
fast track and give long 
denied justice to people 
of Jammu region.

Give more districts to Jammu 
region for better development and 
welfare of people: SSPTop News Report

RAMNAGAR, Jul 20: A delegation of Jammu Kash-
mir Teacher’s Joint Action committee Zone Ramnagar 
headed by it’s Tehsil President Amit Sharma and Zonal 
President Ramnagar Maan Chand Khajuria accompa-
nied by executive members visited the office chamber 
of the ZEO Ramnagar to welcome him for assum-
ing the charge. The ZEO Ramnagar have a detailed 
discussion about the education Zone during a meet 
with the JKTJAC members. Amit Sharma assures full 
cooperation on behalf of teachers to ZEO Ramnagar 
for the smooth functioning of Zone. While extending 
support and cooperation to newly joined ZEO, Zonal 
president Maan Chand stressed upon the issues per-
taining to students and teaching Community.

Zonal Education Officer Ramnagar Girdhari Lal 
while expressing gratitude to JKTJAC for their warm 
welcome and support, also sought cooperation from 
the teachers and assured to minimize the problems 
being faced by the teachers while performing their 
duties. Other who were present - Mohd Sabir Bandey 
& Sahil Sambyal (Vice Presidents JKTJAC), Ashok 
Sharma (Master), Dilawer Singh, Shiv Prasad, Raj 
Kumar, Som Raj, Kuldeep Sharma, Vicky Sharma, 
Rakesh Singh, Inderjeet Singh, Romal Singh, Jeet 
Kumar, Puran Chand, Mohan Lal, Jagdish Kumar, 
Ajay Sharma and Gian Chand.

JKTJAC calls on Girdhari 
Lal, welcomes him as 
ZEO Ramnagar
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NEW DELHI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Bench-
mark stock market indi-
ces opened with little 
change on Thursday 
as the market turned 
its attention to a special 
trading session to deter-
mine the price for Reli-
ance Industries’ finan-
cial services business, 
Jio Financial Services.

The session comes 
ahead of the earnings 
reports from top Nifty 50 
companies.

As of 9:15 am, the Nifty 
50 index fell by 0.01 per 
cent to 19,831.50, while 
the S&P BSE Sensex 
lost 0.03 per cent to 
67,074.40. Broader 
market indices also 
lost momentum in early 
trade.

Most of the major sec-

toral indices were either 
trading flat or in negative 
territory in early trade as 
the market focused on 
the special trading ses-
sion to determine Jio 
Financial’s price.

The top five gainers 
on the Nifty 50 were Dr 
Reddy’s, SBI, IndusInd 
Bank, Sun Pharma and 
NTPC. On the other 
hand, the biggest losers 
in early trade were Info-

sys, UltraTech Cement, 
Hero MotoCorp, Eicher 
Motors and M&M.

Besides the demerger 
of Jio Financial Servic-
es, investors will also 
focus on the first-quar-
ter results of companies 
today. At least 15 com-
panies are expected to 
report Q1FY24 results 
today, including India’s 
second-largest IT com-
pany, Infosys.

Sensex, Nifty open flat amid 
special session to set Jio 
Financial Services price

As of 9:15 am, the Nifty 50 index fell by 0.01 per cent to 19,831.50, 
while the S&P BSE Sensex lost 0.03 per cent to 67,074.40. Broader 

market indices also lost momentum in early trade.

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): The Union government 
has reduced prices of subsi-
dised tomatoes to Rs 70 per 
kg from Thursday from Rs 80 
per kg now to provide relief to 
common man from high retail 
prices.

The Centre is selling tomatoes 
to people at a subsidised rate 
of Rs 80 a kg in Delhi-NCR and 
some other key cities through 
the National Cooperative Con-
sumers’ Federation of India 
(NCCF) and the National Agri-
cultural Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of India (NAFED).

The all-India average retail 
prices of tomatoes is ruling at 
nearly 120 per kg, although the 
key kitchen item is selling as 
high as Rs 245 per kg at some 
places. In the national capital, 
the rate has come down to Rs 
120 per kg.

“The Department of Consumer 
Affairs has directed NCCF and 
NAFED to sell tomatoes at retail 
price of Rs 70 per kg rate from 
July 20, 2023 in view of the 
declining trend in tomato prices,” 

an official statement said.
The tomatoes procured by 

NCCF and NAFED had been 
retailed, initially, at Rs 90 per kg 
and then reduced to Rs 80 per 
kg from July 16 2023, it added.

“The reduction to Rs 70 per kg 
will further benefit the consum-
ers,” the statement said.

On the government’s direc-
tion, NCCF and NAFED had 
commenced the procurement of 
tomato from mandis in Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maha-

rashtra for simultaneous dis-
posal in major consumption cen-
tres where retails prices have 
recorded maximum increase in 
last one month.

“The retail sale of tomatoes 
in Delhi-NCR had started from 
July 14, 2023. Till July 18, 2023, 
a total of 391 tonnes of tomato 
had been procured by the two 
agencies which are being con-
tinuously disposed of to the 
retail consumers in major con-
sumption centres of Delhi-NCR, 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar,” the statement said.

As per the data compiled by 
the Department of Consumer 
Affairs, the all-India average 
retail price of tomato is Rs 
119.29 per kg on Wednesday.

The maximum retail price is Rs 
245 per kg, while the minimum 
retail price is Rs 40 per kg and 
the modal price is Rs 120 per 
kg.

Tomato prices in the retail mar-
kets of the national capital have 
declined to an average Rs 120 
per kg on Thursday from Rs 178 
per kg on Sunday.

Among other metros, toma-
toes were selling at Rs 155 per 
kg in Mumbai, Rs 132 per kg in 
Chennai and Rs 143 per kg in 
Kolkata.

Tomato prices normally shoot 
up during July-August and Octo-
ber-November periods, which 
are generally lean production 
months.

Supply disruption caused due 
to the monsoon has led to a 
sharp rise in the rates of toma-
toes.

Govt cuts price of subsidised tomato to 
Rs 70 per kg

All-India average retail prices of tomatoes is ruling at nearly 120 per kg

SAN FRANCISCO, 
Jul 20 (Agencies): Net-
flix enjoyed its biggest 
springtime spurt in sub-
scribers since the early 
days of the pandemic 
three years ago, provid-
ing the latest sign that 
a recent crackdown on 
password sharing and 
the rollout of a cheaper 
subscription option are 
paying off.

The video streaming 
service added 5.9 mil-
lion subscribers during 
the April-June period, 
according to numbers 
released Wednesday 
along with its latest 
quar ter ly f inancial 
results.

The gains easily sur-
passed the roughly 2.2 
million additional sub-
scribers that analysts 
surveyed by FactSet 
Research had antici-
pated.

Netflix ended June with 
238.4 million worldwide 
subscribers.

Investors seemed 
unsatisfied, perhaps 
rattled by management 
commentary in a share-
holder letter warning 
that “quite a competi-
tive battle” continues to 
unfold against the back-
drop of ongoing strikes 
by both the writers and 
actors union in the US 
that threaten to clog the 
pipelines feeding enter-
tainment to streaming 
services.

Netflix’s stock price fell 
8 per cent in Wednes-
day’s extended trading.

The drop could also 
reflect some investors 
locking in profits that 
have accrued while the 
shares have climbed by 
more than 50% so far 
this year.

Money manager Louis 
Navellier said Netflix 
now appears “locked 
and loaded” again after 
going through a turbu-
lent stretch that included 
losing 1.2 million sub-
scribers during the first 
half of last year.

Even though Netflix 
has bounced back this 
year, Investing.com 
analyst Jesse Cohen 
believes another slow-
down may be coming.

“It will be a challenge 
for Netflix to sustain 
this pace of subscriber 
growth in the future,” 
Cohen said.

Netflix predicted its 
subscriber growth 
during the July-Septem-
ber period will be similar 
to the numbers posted 
from April through June.

The second-quarter 
performance marked 
Netflix’s biggest spring 
— traditionally the com-
pany’s slowest stretch of 
growth — since gaining 
10 million subscribers 
during the same period 
in 2020 under dramati-
cally different market 
conditions.

In 2020, people were 
still largely stuck at home 
and looking for ways to 
keep themselves enter-
tained while govern-
ments around the world 

struggled to find a way 
to contain the spread of 
pandemic.

Now, Netflix finds itself 
trying to bounce back 
from a growth slow-
down amid stiff video 
streaming competition 
and inflationary pres-
sures that have caused 
many households to 
clamp down on spend-
ing, especially on dis-
cretionary items such 
as entertainment.

As an antidote, Netflix 
last year introduced a 
low-priced option that 
includes commercials 
and then began to block 
the rampant sharing 
of passwords that has 
enabled an estimated 
100 million people 
worldwide to watch its 
TV series and films for 
free.

Freeloading viewers 
are now being required 
to open their own 
accounts unless a sub-
scriber with a standard 
or premium plan agrees 
to pay an USD 8 monthly 
surcharge to allow more 
people living in different 
households to watch.

In its shareholder 
letter, management said 
the crackdown on pass-
word sharing is resulting 

in a “healthy conversion 
of borrower households 
into full paying Netflix 
memberships.”

And Netflix still isn’t 
done tinkering.

As part of Wednes-
day’s earnings release, 
Netflix also revealed it’s 
phasing out its cheapest 
ad-free plan – a service 
that costs USD 10 in the 
US.

Existing subscrib-
ers already paying for 
this basic plan will be 
allowed to keep it.

The shift appears 
designed to get more 
people to switch to the 
USD 7 monthly plan that 
includes commercials in 
hopes of boosting ad 
revenue or sign up for 
its USD 15.50 monthly 
standard plan or USD 20 
monthly premium plan.

“There is just tons of 
work ahead of us, tons 
of opportunity,” Netflix 
Co-CEO Greg Peters 
said during a Wednes-
day conference call.

The pricing changes 
that have already been 
made helped Netflix 
boost its second-quarter 
revenue by 3 per cent 
from the same time last 
year to USD 8.2 billon, 
falling below analyst 

forecasts. Netflix earned 
USD 1.49 billion during 
the period, compared 
with USD 1.44 billion 
last year. But earnings 
per share came in at 
USD 3.29 per share, 
eclipsing the average 
analyst estimate of USD 
2.85 per share, accord-
ing to FactSet.

Netflix didn’t delve into 
the potential fallout from 
the current walkout in 
the US by writers and 
actors.

The dispute revolves 
largely around the pay-
ment system used in 
video streaming and 
the rise of artificial 
intelligence technology 
threatening to exploit 
the work of humans and 
eventually replace them.

Unlike traditional 
movie and TV studios in 
the US, Netflix has been 
able to keep feeding its 
entertainment pipeline 
with shows that it has 
been able to use to keep 
luring in and retaining 
subscribers.

Netflix co-CEO Ted 
Sarandos deflected a 
question about how 
long Netflix could keep 
releasing new series 
and films if the strike 
drags on past Labor 
Day.

“It’s beside the point,” 
Sarandos said during 
the conference call.

“The real point is we 
need to get this strike 
to a conclusion so we 
can continue to move 
forward.”

Netflix’s subscriber growth surges in a sign that 
crackdown on password sharing is paying off 

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 (Agencies): 
Variation in genes encoding proteins 
involved in immune responses could 
be behind why some people remain 
asymptomatic following SARS-CoV-2 
infection.

Human leukocyte antigen (HLA) 
genes encode these proteins used by 
the immune system in identifying and 
distinguishing healthy cells in the body 
from infected ones.

Research has shown at least 20 per 
cent of the Covid-infected do not devel-
op symptoms, or remain asymptomatic.

Critical to one’s immunity and highly 
varied among individuals, the HLA 
system might have specific variants 
rendering them more protected against 
or vulnerable to Covid, the researchers 
in this US-Australia collaborative study 
wondered.

Studying asymptomatic infection may 
improve our understanding of the fea-
tures of the immune system that pro-
mote rapid clearance of the virus, the 
study published in the journal Nature 
said.

To understand if an HLA varia-
tion might predispose some people 
to asymptomatic Covid infection, the 
researchers enrolled 29,947 individuals 
to participate in a smartphone-based 
study designed to track COVID-19 
symptoms and outcomes. All of them 
were DNA sequenced for their HLA 
genetic profiling.

A total of 1,428 unvaccinated individu-
als reported a positive test for infec-
tion with SARS-CoV-2 and 136 of them 
reported having no symptoms.

One in five individuals who remained 
asymptomatic after infection were found 
to carry a common variant of HLA called 
HLA-B*15:01. People carrying two 
copies of this variant were more than 
eight times likely to remain asymptom-
atic than those carrying other versions 
of HLA, the study found.

“We hypothesised that their immune 
system could react so fast and power-
fully that the virus was eliminated before 
causing any symptoms. It’s like having 
an army that already knows what to look 
for and can tell by the uniform that these 
are the bad guys,” according to Jill Hol-
lenbach, professor at the University of 
California San Francisco, US.

In a separate arm of the study, the 
researchers found that individuals car-
rying HLA-B*15:01 with no prior expo-
sure to SARS-CoV-2 had T cells (a type 
of immune cell) that were reactive to 
SARS-CoV-2 protein fragments shar-
ing some genetic sequences with other 
seasonal coronaviruses.

This finding indicated that people 
carrying HLA-B*15:01 and previously 
exposed to seasonal cold viruses had 
pre-existing immunity to SARS-CoV-2 
and could rapidly eliminate the virus 
before symptoms could present.

The researchers analysed this to be 
because the T cells from pre-pandemic 
individuals, that could identify viral par-
ticles from past coronaviruses, created 
an immunological memory from the pre-
vious coronaviruses.

These memory T cells recognise 
SARS-CoV-2, owing to its high simi-
larities with those coronaviruses, and 
kill it very quickly.

“So, even if the bad guys changed the 
uniform, the army would still be able to 
identify them by their boots or maybe 
a tattoo on their arms. That is how our 
immunological memory works to keep 
us healthy,” said Danillo Augusto, assis-
tant professor at the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, US.

Genetic variant in immune system 
could be behind asymptomatic 
Covid infection, finds study

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 (Agencies): 
People who engage in intense 
physical activity for 1-2 days 
reduce their risk of heart attack 
and stroke as much as those who 
do moderate physical activity for 
several days, a study suggests.

Current guidelines from the 
World Health Organization and 
American Heart Association rec-
ommend at least 150 minutes of 
moderate to vigorous physical 
activity (MVPA) per week for over-
all health benefits.

However, the impact of concen-
trated versus evenly distributed 
activity has remained unclear.

The study, published in the jour-
nal JAMA, investigate the associa-

tions of cardiovascular event risk 
between a “weekend warrior” pat-
tern of physical activity, where the 
majority of MVPA is achieved over 
1-2 days, and a pattern of more 
evenly distributed MVPA across 
multiple days.

The researchers analysed data 
from the UK Biobank cohort 
study, focusing on participants 
who provided a full week of accel-
erometer-based physical activity 
data between June 8, 2013, and 
December 30, 2015.

With this data, the researchers 
compared 3 MVPA patterns. In 
the active weekend warrior group, 
participants achieved at least 150 
minutes of MVPA with 50 per cent 

of the total activity completed in 
1-2 days.

Participants in the active regular 
group achieved at least 150 min-
utes of MVPA but did not meet 
active WW criteria. In the inactive 
group, participants completed less 
than 150 minutes of MVPA.

They also assessed the same 
patterns using a median threshold 
of 230.4 minutes or more of MVPA 
per week.

Associations between these 
activity patterns and incident atrial 
fibrillation, myocardial infarction, 
heart failure, and stroke were ana-
lysed.

The analysis included 89,573 
individuals with a mean age of 62 

years, of whom 56 per cent were 
women, who underwent acceler-
ometry.

Results showed that both con-
centrated and evenly distributed 
activity patterns were associated 
with similarly lower risks of all 

four cardiovascular events, the 
researchers said.

The study found that interven-
tions targeting cardiovascular 
health through physical activity 
may be effective even if concen-
trated within 1-2 days per week, 
they said.

This finding is particularly rel-
evant for individuals with time 
constraints, as it suggests shorter 
timeframes for physical activ-
ity may still yield positive results, 
according to the researchers.

“Within nearly 90,000 individu-
als providing wrist-based activity 
quantification, physical activity 
concentrated within 1 to 2 days 
was associated with similarly 

lower risk of cardiovascular out-
comes to more regular activity,” 
the authors noted.

“These observations there-
by extend prior work reporting 
improved cardiovascular out-
comes with increasing moderate 
and vigorous activity, as well as 
reports suggesting that concen-
trated physical activity is asso-
ciated with similar reductions in 
mortality to more regular activity,” 
they said.

These findings suggest that 
engagement in physical activity, 
regardless of pattern, may opti-
mise risk across a broad spectrum 
of cardiovascular diseases, the 
researchers added.

2 days of intense exercise has same heart benefits as 
regular workout: Study

The finding is particularly relevant for individuals with time constraints, as it suggests shorter timeframes for physical activity may 
still yield positive results
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Ashes 4th test: Woakes gives 
hosts edge on thrilling day

MANCHESTER, Jul 20 (Agencies): 
Australia’s tailenders put up some late 
resistance to leave England frustrated 
on Day 1 of the fourth Ashes Test at 
Old Trafford, with the tourists on 299/8 
at close of play.

With Australia leading 2-1 in the five-
match series, England must win in 
Manchester to stop their old foes retain-
ing the Ashes, and with the weather 

forecast not looking favourable for the 
weekend, a quick success may be 
required.

As has been the case for much of 
this series, the momentum swung this 
way and that with Steve Smith, Marnus 
Labuschagne, Travis Head and Mitchell 
Marsh all looking set for a big score 
before England stemmed their prog-
ress.

With Australia seven wickets down 
with one and a half hours of the day to 
go, England were hoping to get some 
runs on the board themselves before 
the close, but only one more wicket fell.

Stuart Broad took two Australian wick-
ets to move onto 600 in Test cricket, 
with home favourite James Anderson, 
on his return to the England side, left 
frustrated, like the rest of his team.

“Anything with a three in front of it is 
alright,” Labuschagne said. “Given how 
many guys got themselves in we are 
slightly disappointed, with nobody get-
ting a big score.”

Brief scores: Australia: 299/8 (Labus-
chagne 51, Marsh 51; Woakes 4/52, 
Broad 2/68)

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): The ad hoc commit-
tee’s decision to send Bajrang 
Punia and Vinesh Phogat to 
the Asian Games without trials 
has angered the wrestling com-
munity.

One of Vinesh’s main chal-
lengers in the 53kg category, 
Antim Panghal, has already 
announced that she will sit on 
a dharna in Hisar.

“They are sending Vinesh to 
the Asian Games directly when 
she has not fought for months,” 
Antim said in the video posted 
online.

“On the other hand, I won 
the gold medal in the Junior 
World Championships in 2022. 
In (April) 2023, I won the silver 
medal in the senior Asian Cham-
pionships. 

She has not practised for a 
year and I am being told she 
is injured. It is being said those 
who will go to the Asian Games 
will again be sent to the World 
Championships, which is a 
quota event (for the Paris Olym-

pics). Shall I quit wrestling?” she 
added.

“I just want to know on what 
basis she is being sent. Ravi 
Dahiya and Sakshi Malik are 
not being sent directly, so what 
is so special about her. I am not 
claiming that I will beat her, but 
there are others as well who are 
capable of beating her. All I want 
is that a trial should be held,” 
she added.

Sujeet Kalkal, the reigning 
national champion, wants a 

chance to challenge Bajrang 
for the spot in the men’s 65kg 
category. “I fought Bajrang at 
the Commonwealth Games 
trials, which was very close. He 
got direct entry into the semifi-
nals, while we had to play more 
bouts,” Kalkal said.

“He was selected without trials 
for the World Championships. 
He lost 0-10 against a US wres-
tler (Yianni Diakomihalis) in the 
World Championships. I beat 
that same wrestler 8-2 in the 

ranking series,” Kalkal said.
“I am not saying I will beat him 

(in the trials), but we have five-
six wrestlers who can beat him. 
We should get a fair chance. 
We have dreams to win at the 
Olympics but if people keep on 
sending wrestlers directly then 
what will happen to our dreams,” 
he added.

IOA’s damage control
Meanwhile, the Indian Olympic 

Association (IOA) twice issued 
a clarification. “In the previous 
release, ‘to maximize the chanc-
es of sending the most competi-
tive wrestling team to the Asian 
Games 2022, the final selection 
of wrestlers will be made prior 
to departure of the team for the 
competition’. 

This may be read as ‘to maxi-
mize the chances of sending the 
most competitive wrestling team 
to the Asian Games 2022, the 
final assessment of the wres-
tling team will be made prior to 
departure of the team for com-
petition,” the IOA said.

What’s so special about Vinesh? Ruffled Antim 
questions decision

PORT OF SPAIN, Jul 20 
(Agencies): Ajinkya Rahane will 
be aiming to pile on the runs to 
extend his international career 
and lead India to a series sweep 
against West Indies when the 
second and final Test begins 
here today. The game will mark 
the 100th Test between the two 
teams. India’s record against 
West Indies is 23 wins, 30 
losses and 46 draws. Though 
India skipper Rohit Sharma 
said it will be a big occasion, 
his team will be expected to 
dominate the hosts like it did in 
the series opener.

After the game at the Queen’s 
Park Oval, India play their next 
Test in South Africa in Decem-
ber-January, leaving the likes of 
Rahane with one more oppor-
tunity to make it extremely hard 
for the selectors to overlook him 
for the away series against the 
Proteas.

There is a strong chance that 
India will again bat only once 
and Rahane will need to make 
it count with Shreyas Iyer, who 
is undergoing rehab after a back 
surgery, expected to be avail-
able for the South Africa tour. 

Yashasvi Jaiswal, who became 
only the third Indian to score 150 
on his debut, will be looking to 
extend his purple patch. Shub-
man Gill could only last 11 balls 
after dropping himself down to 
No. 3 and he will be looking to 
get some runs when he goes out 
in the middle.

Batting coach Vikram Rathour 
said in the lead-up to the game 
that India would need an in-form 
Rahane for the South African 
sojourn.

“When it comes to technique, 
you constantly work on that but 

what stood out for me that he 
was calmer in his approach. He 
was playing late and close to the 
body. He is still batting the same 
way in the nets. We hope he 
will do well. Conditions in South 
Africa, you will need somebody 
like him to come good,” Rathour 
had said.

Following an innings and 141-
run victory in three days, no 
major changes are expected in 
the playing XI but it remains to 
be seen if left-arm pacer Jaydev 
Unadkat gets another opportu-
nity.

Rohit has high hopes of Ishan
India skipper Rohit Sharma 

has high expectations from 
young wicketkeeper-batter 
Ishan Kishan and indicated the 
25-year-old will get more oppor-
tunities in Tests to harness his 
potential. Ishan made his Test 
debut against West Indies in 
Dominica. On how he sees 
Ishan’s first Test, especially 
when Rishabh Pant is not a 
part of the India squad, Sharma 
said: “Ishan is a very talented 
guy. We’ve seen it in the short 
career that he’s had for India. 
He recently made 200 runs in 
limited-overs (ODI against Ban-
gladesh last December). He has 
the game and the talent and we 
have to harness that talent.” 
While Ishan got to bat only 20 
deliveries as India declared 
their first innings, Sharma said 
he was thoroughly impressed 
with his keeping skills on a dif-
ficult track. “He kept really, really 
well considering he played his 
first Test and to keep against 
Ashwin and Jadeja where the 
ball is turning and bouncing,” 
he said.

India look to mop up series in 100th Test against 
West Indies

NEW DELHI, Jul 20 
(Agencies): The Asia 
Cup 2023 schedule was 
officially announced 
and India are all set 
to face Pakistan in 
their Group A match at 
Kandy in Sri Lanka on 
September 2. However, 
that may not be the 
only time when the two 
teams come face-to-
face in the competition. 
The top two teams from 
both groups will move to 
the Super Fours stage 
where all teams will 
play each other once. 
According to the release 
shared by Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) president 
Jay Shah, Pakistan will 
be A1 and India will be 
A2 irrespective of their 
positions in the group 
stages. As a result, if 

both teams can qual-
ify from Group A, they 
will face each other in 
the Super Fours stage 
on September 10 in 
Colombo.

The top two teams in 
the Super Fours stage 
will move to the final of 
the tournament and if 
India and Pakistan can 
book their berths in the 
summit clash, they will 
meet for the third time in 
the competition on Sep-
tember 17. The match 
will take place at the 
Premadasa Stadium in 
Colombo.

The six-team ODI tour-
nament, which is a pre-
cursor to the ICC World 
Cup will start on August 
30 in Multan where 
hosts Pakistan takes on 
Nepal.

The Asia Cup is being 
played in Hybrid Model 
as four matches will 
be held in Pakistan 
while nine other games 
including the final will 
be held in Sri Lanka’s 
Kandy and Colombo.

While Pakistan were 
originally scheduled to 
host this year’s Asia 
Cup, the Indian cricket 
board’s refusal to send a 
team across the border. 
Pakistan will thus host 
a total of four matches 
while the remaining nine 
matches will be played 
in Sri Lanka.

After facing their arch-
rivals in the tournament-
opener, the Rohit Shar-
ma-led team will have a 
one-day break before 
they face Nepal on Sep-
tember 4 at Kandy.

How Can India Play 
Pakistan 3 Times In 15 Days 
At Asia Cup - Explained

PORT OF SPAIN, 
Jul 20 (Agencies): Star 
India batter Virat Kohli 
will be scripting his-
tory on Thursday as he 
takes the field against 
the West Indies in the 
second and final Test of 
the series. The Indian 
batting mainstay will 
be playing his 500th 
international match 
of what has been one 
of the more illustrious 
careers in the sport in 
its 300-plus-year histo-
ry. Ever since his inter-
national debut in 2008, 
Virat has solidified his 
status as a legend in the 
game. Though cricket 
fans knew that this 
under-19 World Cup-
winning skipper was 
destined for greatness, 
the way he went on a 
record-breaking spree 
in the 2010s is some-
thing unprecedented in 
the sport. Not many in 
the game can boast of 
a prime that Virat had 
in the 2010s, which saw 
him become the ‘ICC 
Men’s Player of the 
Decade’.

Virat has represented 
India in 110 Test match-
es, in which he has 
scored 8,555 runs at an 
average of 48.88. He 
has scored 28 centuries 
and 29 half-centuries 

in his career, with the 
best score of 254*. He 
is India’s fifth-highest 
run-scorer in Tests and 
one of the modern era’s 
greats in the format.

Virat has smashed a 
total of seven double 
centuries, which is the 
highest by an Indian 
batter. The highest 
number of double tons 
are hit by Aussie legend 
Don Bradman, who has 
scored 12 of them.

Virat the Test captain 
is one of India’s biggest 
success stories. He led 
India in 68 Test matches. 
Out of these, Virat has 
won 40 Tests, lost only 
17 and drawn 11. With a 
win percentage of 58.82, 
he is one of India’s best 
Test captains. His legacy 
as Test captain is three 
ICC World Test Champi-
onship maces, being the 
first Indian skipper to win 
a series against Austra-
lia in Australia and build-
ing a world-class pace 
attack.

The 34-year-old has 
a solid Test record 
against West Indies. 
In 15 matches, he has 
scored 898 runs at an 
average of 44.90. He 
has scored two centu-
ries and six fifties, with 
the best score of 200. 
He has not had the best 

outings of his career in 
the Windies. In 10 Tests 
played in the Caribbean, 
he has scored 539 runs 
at an average of 38.50. 
He has scored a century 
and three fifties in Wind-
ies, with the best score 
of 200.

In 274 ODI matches, 
Virat has scored 12,898 
runs at an average of 
57.32. He has scored 
46 centuries and 65 half-
centuries. He is India’s 
second-highest run-
scorer in ODI cricket. 
Overall, he is the fifth-
highest-run scorer in 
ODI cricket.

Virat is the fastest 
ODI player in history to 
score 8,000 runs (175 
innings), 9,000 runs (194 
innings), 10,000 runs 
(205 innings), 11,000 
runs (222 innings) 
and 12,000 runs (242 

innings).
The veteran batter is 

the highest-run scorer 
in the T20I format in its 
history. In 115 matches, 
he has scored 4,008 
runs at an average of 
52.73. He has scored 
one century and 37 fif-
ties in the format, with 
the best score of 122*. 
He also has 38 fifty-plus 
scores, the highest by 
any player.

Virat turns his ‘Beast 
Mode’ on in T20 World 
Cups. With 1,141 runs in 
27 matches at an aver-
age of 81.50 and 14 fif-
ties, he is the leading 
run-scorer ever in the 
tournament. He won 
the ‘Player of the Tour-
nament’ award in 2014 
and 2016. He has other-
worldly stats while chas-
ing in T20 World Cups. 
In nine innings, Virat 

has scored 518 runs 
at a batting average of 
518.00! This is because 
he was dismissed only 
once while chasing. He 
has scored half-centu-
ries in seven innings 
while chasing.

In 499 international 
matches, Virat has 
scored 25,461 runs at 
an average of 53.48 
in 558 innings. He has 
scored 75 centuries 
and 131 fifties, with best 
score of 254*. He is the 
sixth-highest run-scorer 
in the sport’s history and 
has the second-highest 
number of centuries. 
Ever since the 2000s, 
nobody has scored runs 
and centuries at the rate 
Virat has done.

Against West Indies, 
Virat has a strong inter-
national record. In 71 
matches, he has scored 
3,729 runs at an aver-
age of 58.26. He has 
scored 11 centuries and 
23 fifties in 74 innings, 
with the best score of 
200. In West Indies, he 
has played 31 interna-
tional matches, scoring 
1,476 runs at an aver-
age of 47.61. He has 
scored five centuries 
and seven centuries in 
34 innings, with the best 
score of 200.

Virat Kohli’s 500th International Match: A Look 
At Legendary Batter’s Career In Numbers

Star India batter Virat Kohli will be scripting history on Thursday as he takes the field 
against the West Indies in the second and final Test of the series.

GALLE, Jul 20 (Agen-
cies): Opening bats-
man Imam-ul-Haq hit 
an unbeaten 50 to steer 
Pakistan home in their 
tricky chase of 131 
against Sri Lanka and 
win the first Test by four 
wickets on Thursday.

The tourists started 
the final day on 48-3 
and lost three more 
wickets, including skip-
per Babar Azam for 24 
off Prabath Jayasuriya, 
before they achieved 
the target in the first 
session.

Haq started the day 
on 25 and remained 
calm with Azam and 

then left-handed part-
ner Saud Shakeel, who 
made a brisk 30 after 
his unbeaten 208 in 
Pakistan’s first innings.

Left-arm spinner Jaya-
suriya took four wickets 
including two on the 
evening of day four to 
give the hosts a glim-
mer of hope, but Haq 
stood firm.

Azam came out roar-
ing as he hit a boundary 
off the first ball of the 
day and looked fluent in 
his 28-ball stay before 
being trapped lbw by 
Jayasuriya.

Shakeel took on the 
bowlers as well but 

off spinner Ramesh 
Mendis got him caught 
behind.

Haq reached his 
eighth Test fifty before 
falling to Jayasuriya, but 
Agha Salman came out 
to hit the winning six.

Shakeel stood out for 
his maiden Test double 
century in Pakistan’s 
461 all out and a handy 
first-innings lead of 149 
in the rain-hit match.

Pakistan spinners 
Noman Ali and Abrar 
Ahmed made it count 
with three wickets each 
on Wednesday to help 
bowl out Sri Lanka for 
279 despite Dhananjaya 
de Silva’s stubborn 82.

De Silva made 122 in 
Sri Lanka’s first innings 
of 312 after the hosts 
elected to bat first but 
soon Pakistan took con-
trol.

Pakistan pace spear-
head Shaheen Shah 
Afridi took a match haul 
of five wickets on his 
return to Tests since a 
knee injury put him out 
of action a year ago at 
the same venue.

The second match 
of the two-Test series 
star ts Monday in 
Colombo.

Pakistan beat Sri Lanka by 
four wickets in 1st Test

The tourists started the final day on 48-3 and 
lost three more wickets, including skipper Babar 
Azam for 24 off Prabath Jayasuriya, before they 

achieved the target in the first session.
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: After 
a video of two women 
being paraded naked 
in Manipur surfaced on 
the internet, the Nation-
al Democratic Party 
Indian (NDPI) J&K UT 
Chief Rajesh Gupta 
strongly condemned 
and expressed his 
anguish he said the hor-
rific video of two women 
paraded naked by a 
mob and then gang-
raped, which emerged 
from strife-torn Manipur, 
sparked nationwide out-
rage Wednesday night, 
evoking calls for strong 
action against perpetra-
tors by the public across 
social media. 

The NDPI leader said 
he is “Shaken, disgust-

ed to see the video of 
violence against women 
in Manipur. I hope the 
culprits get such a harsh 
punishment that no one 
ever thinks of doing a 
horrifying thing like this 
again.” Rajesh Gupta 
pointed to the govern-
ment's failure to control 
the violence and ques-
tioned if there is no one 
to stop the atrocities in 

Manipur. “Is there no 
one to stop the atroci-
ties in Manipur? If you 
are not shaken to the 
core by that disturbing 
video of two women, is 
it even right to call one-
self human, let alone 
Bharatiya or Indian!”

NDPI president said, 
“This kind of heinous 
act cannot be tolerated 
in Indian society. The 
situation in Manipur is 
becoming very worrying. 
I appeal to the Prime 
Minister to pay attention 
to the situation in Mani-
pur. Please take strict 
action against the cul-
prits seen in the video 
of this incident. There 
should be no place for 
people of such criminal 
nature in India.”

PM Modi should take stringent 
action against perpetrators of 
Manipur: RajeshTOP NEWS REPORT

KATHUA, Jul 20: Sci-
ence Club and Career 
Counseling & Place-
ment Cell, GDC Kathua 
in Collaboration with 
Institute for Advance 
studies (IFAS), Pune 
organized a webinar 
on “Strategies to crack 
competitive examina-
tions after Graduation”. 
A large number of stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers participated in the 
event. Webinar was 
inaugurated by Chief 
Guest, Prof. Seema Mir, 
Principal, GDC Kathua 
in presence of revered 
resource person Mrs 
Mamta Marar, Assistant 
Professor IFAS Pune, 
Ms Anjali Vishwakarma, 
Sr. Business Develop-
ment Executive, IFAS 

Pune, Prof. Rakesh 
Singh, Convener, Sci-
ence Club , Career 
Counselling Cell & Head, 
Department of Chem-
istry, Prof. Raj Kiran 
Sharma, Dr. Anupma 
Arora, Dr. Pankaj Gupta, 
Dr. Suraya Partap, Dr. 
Roshan Lal, Prof. Neha 
Mahajan, Prof. Rahul 
Sharma, Dr. Verinder 
Singh, Dr. Renu, Prof. 
Himani Arora, Prof. Shiv 
Kumar, Dr. Jasvinder 
Singh, Prof. Ram Kris-
han, Prof. Nisha Bhagat 
& Prof. Natasha Baloria.

Prof. Seema Mir, Chief 
Guest of the event in her 
deliberations stressed 
on the need of such type 
of webinars for the better 
future of students. She 
appreciated the efforts 
of speaker, Convener, 
members of organizing 

committee for taking this 
initiative of organizing 
this interactive webinar 
for students and faculty 
of GDC Kathua. More-
over, she encouraged 
all the faculty members 
to organize more such 
events for shaping the 
career of students. She 
also motivated students 
to interact with the 
resource person for their 
queries.

Prof. Rakesh Singh, 
Convener of the webi-
nar welcome the Chief 
Guest, Resource person 
and all the participants. 
He said that Career 
Counselling and Place-
ment Cell of the college 
is continuously involved 
in organizing such type 
of awareness programs 
for students for helping 
them in deciding better 

future. He said that after 
attending this webinar 
students shall be able 
prepare for competitive 
examinations in a better 
way.

Revered resource 
person of the event, 
Mrs. Mamta Marar in 
her deliberations high-
lighted various exami-
nations which are to 
be attempted by the 
students after gradua-
tions, their eligibilities 
and patterns were also 
discussed during the 
webinar. She discussed 
about various competi-
tive examinations like 
IIT JAM, CUET, GATE, 
NET, SET etc. and 
explained to students 
the eligibility criteria, 
mode of examination, 
syllabus of these exami-
nations etc. In the inter-

active session she made 
the participants aware 
of various strategies 
required for fulfilling their 
dreams. Students raised 
various queries, which 
were nicely answered by 
the resource person.

Anjali Vishwakarma, 
Sr. Business Develop-
ment Executive, IFAS 
Pune, in her delibera-
tions make the partici-
pants aware of various 
strategies need to be 
adopted for cracking 
competitive exams.

The proceedings of the 
event was nicely con-
ducted by Dr. Pankaj 
Gupta, Assistant Profes-
sor in Chemistry.

The webinar ended 
with an impressive vote 
of thanks by Dr. Suraya 
Partap, Head Deptt of 
Zoology. 

GDC Kathua organizes webinar on ‘Strategies to 
Crack Competitive Examinations after Graduation’  

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: Toyota 
Kirloskar Motor (TKM) is 
proud to announce the 
handover of a fleet of 
Toyota Hilux, marking 
the company’s first-ever 
delivery of its Hilux to 
the Indian Army.

The Hilux was put 
through over 2 months 
of extensive and rigor-
ous evaluation by the 
Northern Command of 
the Indian Army and 
the globally acclaimed 
Hilux outperformed in 
extreme weather and 
rough terrains – rang-
ing from an altitude of 
13000ft to sub-zero tem-
peratures.

The Toyota Hilux is 
an iconic Utility Vehicle 
that is globally recog-
nized for its toughness, 
durability, reliability, and 
off-roading capabilities.

Sharing his views, 
V. Wiseline Sigamani, 
General Manager – 
Strategic Business Unit 
(North), said “We are 
thrilled to deliver the 
Hilux, marking a signifi-
cant milestone, fulfill-
ing our first-ever Hilux 
order to Indian Army. 

We are truly honoured 
and proud with this 
opportunity. The Hilux 
that offers unique off-
roading characteristics, 
coupled with enhanced 
safety features, makes 
it the most ideal vehicle 
for the army purposes 
and cater to their special 
purposes.

We are sure that the 
Hilux will be a great addi-
tion to the army’s fleets 
and meet the specific 
needs of our esteemed 
clientele. This reaffirms 
our commitment in offer-
ing reliable products and 
we look forward to our 
continued association 
with the Indian Army in 
the future.”

The senior leadership 

and users of Hilux said, 
“We are happy to receive 
the first fleet of Toyota 
Hilux, which measures 
up to the requirements 
of the Indian Army. We 
acknowledge TKM’s 
support to custom-
ise the Hilux, passing 
through our stringent 
road tests with its strong 
off-roading strengths 
and extreme perfor-
mance under stringent 
weather, difficult terrain 
conditions, which is key 
to our requirements. We 
look forward to utilising 
these fleet of Hilux for 
the purposes meant.”

With its global repu-
tation as a reliable off-
roader, the Hilux has 
proven its worth time 

and again, and the 
Indian Army’s procure-
ment post rigorous test-
ing only serves to rein-
force its reputation.

Globally, the Hilux 
sales have surpassed 
20 million units winning 
hearts of many discern-
ing customers from over 
180 countries. Through 
more than five decades 
and eight generations, 
the Toyota Hilux has 
created extraordinary 
experiences and an 
unbreakable bond with 
those who desire awe-
some drives.

Toyota Hilux is aimed 
to fulfil the needs of 
customers seeking an 
awesome utility vehicle 
that is best suited, not 

only for off-roading 
adventure drives on 
tough terrains, but also 
for everyday city use. 
Furthermore, this versa-
tile vehicle is perfectly 
suited for multiple pur-
pose usages that can 
cater to new emerging 
business customers, 
campervan, farming, 
defense, mining, con-
struction, rescue van, 
etc. With its powerful 
powertrain system of 2.8 
L Four Cylinder Turbo-
Diesel Engine, the Hilux 
is available in option of 
6- Speed Automatic and 
6-Speed Manual Trans-
mission. All the variants 
of Hilux are equipped 
with 4X4 drive capa-
bilities along with many 
first-in-segment features 
such as 8” Infotainment 
system, Connected fea-
tures (such as Emer-
gency Call [e-Call], 
Vehic le  Secur i ty, 
Remote Check, Smart 
Watch enabled, Vehicle 
Static Location, Geo-
fence & Speed alerts 
and more), Dual Zone 
AC, Tire Angle Monitor 
& Front Parking Sensors 
for a smooth drive.

TOP NEWS REPORT

KUPWARA, Jul 20: 
The Karnah Valley is 
known as the educa-
tional hub in the entire 
Kashmir region espe-
cially for schooling upto 
the intermediate level.

More than 150 schools 
comprising of the gov-
ernment and private 
school exist in the valley.

With the aim of pro-
viding an opportunity to 
the students to show-
case their talent, incul-
cate healthy competitive 
spirit amongst different 
schools of the Valley 
and to ignite a tradition 
of Inter School Com-
petitions, the first ever 
Inter School Talent Hunt 
Competition was organ-
ised with effect from July 
13 to 18, 2023 at the 
Army Goodwill School, 
Hajinar under the aegis 
of the Shakti Vijay Bri-
gade.

The competition com-
prised of seven differ-
ent activities to include 
Singing, Dancing, Paint-
ing, Debate, Innovation 

Display, Badminton and 
Kabbadi. Students from 
all age groups were tar-
geted for participation in 
the subject competition.

A total of 13 school 
participated in the com-
petition which became 
the talk of the town being 
the first of its kind and 
the josh and enthusiasm 
amongst the students of 
the participating schools 
was a treat to witness. 

The teachers and staff 
of all the participating 
schools were involved 
in the conduct of the 

events and responsi-
bilities of judging the 
events were distributed 
in a holistic fashion.

The members of the 
Youth Panchayats also 
contributed in terms of 
coordinating with the 
different schools, ensur-
ing wide publicity of the 
event and in ensur-
ing smooth conduct of 
events. Apart from the 
Kabbadi Competition 
which was conducted 
at the premises of the 
Govt Degree College 
Kandi Karnah, all other 

events were conducted 
in the premises of the 
Army Goodwill School, 
Hajinar.

A total strength of 160 
students which include 
70  boys and 90 girls 
participated in the sub-
ject competition.

The event culminated 
with a prize distribution 
ceremony wherein the 
winner and the runners 
up in each event were 
felicitated.

Army Goodwill School 
Hajinar  stood overall 
first in the competition 

followed by New light 
Public School Tangdhar 
Karnah securing the 
second place.

Seeing the interest 
generated by this com-
petition amongst the 
students of the Karnah 
Valley, the need of 
having more number 
of such competitions in 
future seems to be a 
mandatory requirement 
and will lead to provid-
ing the much needed 
exposure to the talented 
young students of the 
valley.

TOP NEWS REPORT

MANDI, Jul 20: Nehru 
Yuva Kendra (NYK) 
Poonch Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports, Govt 
of India organized Mil-
lets Food Mela at Block 
Mandi.

Adil said, The main 
objective of the pro-
gramme was demon-
stration of various types 
of millet food and make 
aware all participants 
about the various types 
of protein, calcium, 

phosphorus that are 
contained by the mil-
let’s food.

Adil said to all the par-
ticipants that millet food 
should be used in day 
to day life and slowly it 
may be used as a busi-
ness purpose also.

Adil and resource 
persons briefed about 
the millets food utility 
and the benefits all age 
group of the society.

People of the area 
thanked Nehru Yuva 

Kendra Poonch for 
organizing such type 
of important food Mela 
which will in future help 
environment and health 
of the general public.

The programme was 
successfully conducted 
by Mohd Adil. Refresh-
ment was also served 
by Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Poonch. The vote of 
thanks was presented 
by Mohd Adil Ex NYV 
and President Hamdani 
Youth Club Mandi.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 20: The workers of Dogra 
Front & Shiv Sena (DFSS) under the 
leadership of president Ashok Gupta 
held a protest against the two Ex 
Chief Ministers as there propaganda 
is acting as an tool for the terrorist in 
which they are attacking the migrant 

labour force.
At last he stated that if the 2 ex-chief 

ministers are so clear than I invite them 
for a debate on this issue of land been 
giving to locals or outsiders.

The party people who were present 
at the time of protest were Rajkumari, 
Ashish, Dinesh, Sham, Gola, Dev Raj, 
Bantu and various others were present.

Toyota Kirloskar Motors delivers fleet of 
Iconic Hilux to Army

Nehru Yuva Kendra Poonch 
organises Millets Food Mela

Tanghdar Inter School Talent Hunt Competition held
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JAMMU, Jul 20: The 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Batwal Sabha today 
sent a memorandum to 
the Hon'ble President 
of India Smt. Drau-
padi Murmu, urging 
her to confer the pres-
tigious 'Padamshri' 
award upon Lal Chand 
Yamla, recognising his 

immense contribution 
to Punjabi music.

In the memorandum, 
the JKBS members 
highlighted Lal Chand 
Yamla's global perfor-
mances and hailed him 
as a maestro of music 
in Punjab.

They said that Yam-
la's groundbreaking 
work has laid the foun-

dation for contem-
porary music in East 
Punjab.

They hoped that it 
will bring great joy to 
the hearts of millions 
of his fans in India and 
abroad, if the 'Padam-
shri' as urged is award-
ed to Lal Chand Yamla 
posthumously by the 
President.

JKBS sends memorandum to President Murmu

DFSS holds protest against 
J&K Ex Chief Ministers


