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Singer-actor Ariana Grande 
appears at Wimbledon without a 

wedding ring

Former Kerala CM 
Oommen Chandy passes 

away at 79

Threads Limits User Activity 
Due To Spam Attacks, Elon Musk 

Calls It Copycat

Man dies 
of cardiac 
arrest in 
Sopore as 
he reaches 
home from 
Hajj

SOPORE, Jul 18 
(Agencies): A 70-year 
old man died of a mas-
sive cardiac arrest in 
Sopore locality of north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla 
district as he returned 
from Saudi Arabia on 
Tuesday after perform-
ing Hajj. 

Quoting an official, 
news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) 
reported that Ghulam 
Mohammed Gojree of 
Hygam Sopore suf-
fered a massive car-
diac arrest soon after 
he reached home after 
performing Hajj. 

He said that he was 
taken to JVC Bemina 
where he was declared 
dead on arrival.

The official said that 
after legal-medico 
formalities, body will 
be handed over to the 
family for last rites. 

On Tuesday, first 
batch of 630 pilgrims 
arrived in Kashmir after 
perform annual Hajj 
pilgrimage in Saudi 
Arabia.

Woman 
killed, 
husband 
injured in 
Pampore 
road 
accident

SRINAGAR, Jul 
18 (Agencies): A 42 
woman was killed and 
her husband sustained 
injuries in a road 
accident at Wahab 
Sahab Shar Shali area 
of Pampore in south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district on Tuesday.

Reports said that 
the incident happened 
when a Scooty bear-
ing registration number 
JK13D-6985 met with 
an accident at Wahab 
Sahab area of Pamp-
ore.

The accident took 
place at Wahab Sahab 
area when the couple 
were returning home 
from Wahab Sahab 
Shrine riding on a 
Scooty and met with 
an accident, resulting 
into seriously injures of 
both .

With the help of local 
people and police, they 
were brought to PHC 
Khrew where from they 
referred to SMHS hos-
pital Srinagar, however 
the woman succumbed 
to her injuries, police 
officials told Kashmir 
Reader.

The deceased has 
been identified as

JAMMU, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Chanting ‘Bam 
Bam Bhole’ as many 
as 6225 pilgrims amid 
heavy rains left from 
Bhagwati Nagar Base 
Camp here on Tuesday 
for Shri Amarnath Cave 
Shrine in South Kashmir 
Himalayas.

An official said that a 
batch of 6225 pilgrims 
left the base camp in a 
convoy of 217 vehicles.

A group of 3714 pil-
grims (2790 males, 793 

females, 18 children, 
101 sadhus and 12 

sadhvis) left for Pahal-
gam in a convoy of 131 
vehicles.

For Baltal, 2511 pil-
grims comprising (1545 
males, 955 females and 
seven children and four 
sadhus) left in a convoy 
of 86 vehicles amid tight 
security arrangements.

The yatra started on 
July 1 will conclude on 
August 31.

BARAMULLA, Jul 18 
(Agencies): The Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Baramulla, Amod 
Ashok Nagpure on 
Tuesday said the drug 
abuse was a significant 
challenge for Baramulla 

police in border areas 
stressing that they often 
have to deal with cross-
border smuggling in 
border areas like Uri.

H e ,  h o w e v e r , 
expressed his optimism 
saying that significant 

strides have been made 
in curbing drug smug-
gling on a large scale 
through the sustained 
campaign conducted 
by the J&K police in the 
past six months.

“I am confident that 
this serves as a warning 
to all the drug peddlers 
that they should refrain 
from such activities. If 
they have not yet expe-
rienced the consequenc-
es of their actions, they 
will soon face the con-
sequences. Baramulla 
police will not be 

SRINAGAR, Jul 18 
(Agencies): The  State 
Investigation Agency 
(SIA) Kashmir carried 
out raids at different 
locations in three dis-
tricts of South Kashmir, 
an official said on Tues-
day.

Quoting an official, 

news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) 
reported that the SIA 
personnel, accompa-
nied by police and the 
paramilitary CRPF, are 
carrying out raids at dif-
ferent locations in the 
three districts.

SRINAGAR, Jul 18 
(Agencies): As the Hajj 
pilgrimage concluded, 
the first batch of pilgrims 
arrived at Srinagar Air-
port on Tuesday, officials 
said here.

Officials said that first 
flights started arriving at 
the airport in the morn-

ing where they were 
welcomed by officials. 
As many as 630 pilgrims 
are arriving today after 
performing the Hajj.

They said that the Hajj 
flights from Saudi Arabia 
to Srinagar will contin-
ue between July 18 to 
August 2.

Div Com Kashmir Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri,DIG Cen-
tral Sujit Kumar & DC 
Budgam Akshay Labroo 
warmly received the first 
batch at Srinagar Airport

Executive Officer, J&K 
Haj Committee, Shujaat 
Ahmed Qureshi saying 
that the authorities have 

JAMMU, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Six labourers 
were rescued while 
one was missing after a 
landslide hit an under-
construction building 
in Udhampur district of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Tuesday, officials said.

Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Udham-

pur, Joginder Singh 
Jasrotia said a rescue 
operation is on to locate 
the missing person, who 
is believed to be trapped 
under the debris of the 
landslide.

Police officials said a 
group of labourers were 
busy in construction 
work at Kallar near veg-

etable market when they 
came under the land-
slide around 11.45 am.

A rescue operation 
was launched immedi-
ately and six labourers 
were rescued, while the 
search is on for a miss-
ing labourer, the officials 
said.

Jasrotia said the

Shopian 
terrorist attack | 
J&K Police 
attaches Shopian 
SHO to Anantnag’s 
RPHQ

SRINAGAR, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Days after 
a terrorist attack, which 
left three migrant work-
ers from Bihar wound-
ed in south Kashmir’s 
Shopian district, Jammu 
and Kashmir Police 
has attached Shopian 
Station House Officer 
(SHO) Ghulam Jeelani 
Bhat to Range Police 
Headquarter (RPHQ) 
Anantnag, pending an 
inquiry.

“In view of the incident 
occurred on 13-7-2023 
at about 2030 hours 
at Gagren Shopian, 
Inspector Gh Jeelani 
Bhat (AWP) (SHO P/S 
Shopian) PID No ARP-
109258, is attached 
to RPHQ Anantnag 
pending inquiry,” read 
an order issued by the 
Deputy Inspector Gener-
al (DIG) of police south 
Kashmir range, Rayees 
Mohammad Bhat on 
Monday.

“This order shall have 
immediate effect,” the 
order added.

On July 13 evening, 
three migrant labour-
ers identified as Anmol 
Kumar, Pintu Kumar 
Thakur and Heralal 
Yadav, all residents of 
Supaul, Bihar were shot 
at and injured in a ter-
rorist attack in Shopian 
district.

Police 
arrests 4 
Lashakr-E-
Taiba 
Associates 
in Budgam

SRINAGAR, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Security 
forces arrested four mili-
tant associates of Lash-
kar-e-Taiba in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Budgam 
district, police said on 
Tuesday.

The arrests were made 
in the Beerwah area of 
Budgam by a joint team 
of Police and Army’s 62 
Rashtriya Rifles.

The four were identi-
fied by police as Mush-
taq Ahmad Lone of 

JAMMU, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Special Judge CBI 
Srinagar SC Katal today 
framed charges against 
former IAS officers 
Basharat Ahmad Dhar, 
Mehboob Iqbal, Ejaz 
Iqbal, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Malik, Akram Khan and 
Sajad Parvez in the 
much publicized Roshni 
land scam.

The FIR No 26/2015 
initially came to be reg-
istered by the Vigilance 
Organization Kashmir 
(now ACB Kashmir), 
thereafter, the inves-
tigation of case was 
transferred to CBI when 
the High Court of J&K 
issued direction in PIL 
No. 19 of 2011.

Accordingly, CBI reg-
istered the case RC 
1232020A0004 dated 
20.11.2020 for offences 
under Sections 120-
B/420/RPC & Section 
5(1)(d) read with 5(2) of 
J&K Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act.           As 
per the CBI case, in the 
year 2007 ownership 
rights of State land mea-
suring 07 kanals and 07 
marlas under Khasra 
No. 216 min, 217 min & 
218 min Estate Nursingh 
Garh site Shaheed Gunj 
were vested in favour of 
Sajjad Parvaiz at the 
rate of Rs 45 lakh per 
kanal by empowerment 
committee in its meeting 
held on 28.04.2007.

The beneficiary Sajad 
Parvez was not legal 
occupant in terms of 
Section 2(e) of State 
Land (Vesting of Owner-
ship Rights to the Occu-
pants) Act as he was 
only authorized agent of 
lessee Ashok Sharma 
and Bipin Sharma by 
virtue of special power 
of attorney.

After hearing both 
the sides, the court 
observed, “at the stage 
of the framing of charge 
the court has to see that 
whether the investiga-
tion agency has assem-
bled the evidence which 
if taken on it’s face value 
is sufficient to presume 

JAMMU, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Economic Offenc-
es Wing, Crime Branch, 
Jammu, has recom-
mended the detention 
of a fraudster under the 
Public Safety Act (PSA).

The District Magistrate 
of Jammu has issued a 
detention order against 
Saroop Lal, a notorious 
conman involved in nine 
FIRs and two prelimi-
nary verifications in the 

Crime Branch, Jammu.
Saroop Lal, an ex-

serviceman, first came 
under the radar of the 
Crime Branch in 2006 

when the first FIR was 
registered against him 
for fabricating fake and 
forged appointment 
orders. Since then, he 
has been targeting inno-
cent unemployed youth, 
exploiting their vulner-
ability. According to the 
complaints and FIRs 
filed against him, Saroop 
Lal has defrauded as 
many as

Amarnath Yatra | Amid heavy rains fresh batch of 
6225 pilgrims leave from Jammu base camp

Drug abuse challenge in border 
areas, significant work done to 
curb it: SSP Baramulla

SIA conducts raids in three 
districts of south Kashmir in 
Sanjay Sharma killing case

First batch of hajj pilgrims 
arrives at Srinagar airport

Landslide hits construction site in 
Udhampur six labourers rescued

Fraudster detained under PSA 
by Crime Branch Jammu

Court frames charges against former 
IAS officers in Roshni land scam
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SRINAGAR, Jul 18: 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday 
said that art is flourish-
ing in Kashmir and that 
Cinemas are coming 
up in every city and 
town while Ganderbal, 
Bandipora and Kulgam 
districts will get Cinema 
halls in September this 
year.

 “Artists suffered a lot 

during Covid pandemic. 
Now I am happy to see 
the artists coming from 
other parts of the country 

to Kashmir to showcase 
their art and to learn 
new art as well,” said 
LG while addressing a 
Amrit Yuva Kalotsav at 
Tagore Hall, Srinagar. 
The LG said that earlier, 
Pulwama and Shop-
ian districts got Cinema 
halls after which Baram-
ulla and Handwara saw 
inauguration of Cinema 
halls recently.

Ganderbal, Bandipora, Kulgam to get 
Cinema halls in September: LG Manoj Sinha
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POONCH/JAMMU, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Four heavily-armed 
foreign terrorists were killed in 
a fierce gunfight with security 
forces in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Poonch district on Tuesday, the 
Army said, asserting that the 
successful operation scuttled 
possible terror strikes in the 
region.

The killing of four terrorists 
comes a day after security 
forces foiled a major infiltration 
bid along the Line of Control 
(LoC) in the Krishna Ghati 
Sector of Poonch on the inter-
vening night of July 16 and 17.

Earlier in the day, Additional 
Director General of Police 
(ADGP), Jammu zone, Mukesh 
Singh confirmed the killing of 
four terrorists in the Sindarah 
top area of Surankote.

“Four foreign terrorists were 
neutralised in a forest area 
during the ongoing ‘opera-
tion Trinetra II’. The presence 
of such heavily-armed terror-
ists in hinterland is indicative 
of attempts to destabilise the 
region, and if not neutralised on 
time, these terrorists could have 
carried out major terrorist-initi-
ated incidents in coming days,” 
Commander, 6 Sector Rashtriya 
Rifles, Brigadier M P Singh told 
reporters in Poonch.

‘Operation Trinetra’ was 
launched by the Army in the 
aftermath of the deadly terror-
ist ambush on security forces’ 
vehicles in the Mendhar area 
of Poonch that left five soldiers 
dead on April 20.

Brig Singh, who was also 
flanked by Poonch Senior 
Superintendent of Police Vinay 
Sharma, said a joint operation 
was launched by the Army and 
the police in the forest area on 
July 16 as part of relentless 
operations over the past three 
months after getting information 
about movement of unidentified 
persons in the general area of 
Sindarah.

“Accordingly, the area was 
cordoned off after a specific 
intelligence with regard to the 
presence of armed terrorists. 
Based on this, Army and Spe-
cial Operations Group of Jammu 
Kashmir Police launched a spe-
cific cordon and search opera-
tion of this area (on July 17),” 
he said.

After establishing an effective 
cordon, the Army officer said, the 
troops commenced their search 
and approached Sindarah vil-
lage. “Four terrorists who had 
taken shelter in the forest near 

the village opened indiscrimi-
nate fire on the approaching 
troops. Their fire was promptly 
retaliated and the terrorists were 
pinned down.” Brig Singh said 
the cordon was then readjusted 
to deny any space to the terror-
ists to escape.

“Special Forces (of the Army) 
were also inducted to augment 
the troops. The terrorists making 
use of the terrain, forest foliage 
and inclement weather kept 
opening fire on the troops in a 
desperate attempt to break the 
cordon,” he said.

He said the intermittent 
fire between terrorists and 
the search parties continued 
throughout the day and the 
night before the guns fell silent 
around 5.30 am.

In the morning, the officer said, 
a detailed search of the area 
was carried out which led to the 
recovery of the bodies of slain 
terrorists and a huge quantity 
of arms and ammunition, which 

included four Chinese-make AK 
assault rifles and two pistols 
with a Pakistani marking.

“This joint action by Indian 
Army and Jammu Kashmir 
Police has resulted in saving the 
lives and contributed towards 
maintaining peace in the region. 
The relentless efforts by security 
forces in past few months have 
started giving results,” he said, 
asserting that the operations 
against terrorists would continue 
with renewed vigour to make the 
region terrorism-free.

The officer lauded the coop-
eration of the forces as well as 
the locals and said the people 
played a key role in the suc-
cessful operation which speaks 
volumes about the love for their 
nation and maintaining peace.

Referring to the recent killing 
of terrorists on the LoC while 
attempting to sneak into this 
side from across the border, 
Brigadier Singh said, “It shows 
the neighbouring country (Paki-
stan) will not stop and make 
continue attempts to disturb 
our region. We will not stop and 
eliminate all terrorists who are 
hiding in the area.” SSP Poonch 
Vinay Sharma said the suc-
cessful operation is the glaring 
example of the synergy between 
the Army and the police in the 
fight against terrorism.

“The joint operation against 
terrorists will continue,” he said.

Security forces killed two ter-
rorists and foiled a major infil-
tration bid along the Line of 
Control in Poonch district, a 
defence spokesperson had said 
on Monday.

Four foreign terrorists killed in Poonch; Army 
says major terror strike thwarted

Top News Report
REASI, Jul 18:  On the second Monday of 

Shivkhori Shravan Mahotsav, the artists from 
Jammu & Kashmir Academy of Art Culture 
and Languages presented a play on the life 
lessons and teachings of Lord Shiva here 
at Ransoo.

District Development Council Member 
Pouni, Rita Devi was the chief guest on the 
occasion.

To create a memorable experience for pil-

grims and visitors, a variety of events have 
been scheduled for each Monday of the Shra-
van month as a part of Shrawan Mahotsav. 
These activities encompass bhajan concerts, 
stage performances, katha and sermons, 
bhajan competitions, screenings of movies 
and documentaries, art competitions and 
exhibitions, as well as religious ceremonies.

With the aim to promote the art and culture 
of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Academy of Art Culture and Languages 
presented a colourful cultural programme on 

the second Monday of Shivkhori Shravan 
Mahotsav including a play on the teachings 
of Lord Shiva.

Speaking on the occasion, District Devel-
opment Council Member, Rita Devi said the 
religious Mahotsav is being jointly organized 
by District Administration, Reasi, Shiv Khori 
Shrine Board and Tourism Department.

Congratulating the people on the occasion, 
the DDC member said that the administration 
is taking far reaching steps to promote tour-
ism in Reasi and adjoining areas by creating 
necessary infrastructure including  develop-
ment of Shiv Khori and other heritage spots 
in the district to attract tourists.

  Additional District Development Com-
missioner, Jyoti Slathia stressed upon the 
need to develop Ransoo town in a planned 
manner to attract Vaishno Devi pilgrims. She 
appealed to the people to ensure their maxi-
mum participation in the mega event which 
will also give them an opportunity to seek 
blessings of Lord Shiva at Ransoo.

DDC member Pouni, A Kewal Krishan; Non 
official Board members of Shri Shiv Khori 
Shrine Board Prof. Lalit Mangotra and Dr. 
Shiv Prasad Raina, Executive officer SSKSB 
Pardeep Kumar were also present on the 
occasion.

Shivkhori Shravan Mahotsav
Play on life lessons, teachings of Lord 
Shiva presented at Ransoo

Top News Report
DODA, Jul 18: Mission Direc-

torate Jal Jeevan Mission J&K 
in collaboration with District Jal 
Jeevan Mission Doda on Tues-
day organized a Handholding 
Session here in the conference 
Hall of DC Office and imparted 
Training to participants in water 
testing by using Field Test-
ing Kit.  The event witnessed 
active participation of Paani 
Samiti members, Anganwadi 
workers, Asha Workers, Women 
FTK users, Women Self Help 
Groups, Teachers and PRIs. 
In all, about 250 stakeholders 
participated in the event. District 
Development Commissioner, 
Vishesh Mahajan was the chief 
guest.

At the onset of the programme, 
IEC Coordinator DPMU, Vivek 
Singh Jamwal welcomed the 
participants and briefed them 
about the JJM Mission and high-
lighted the role and responsi-
bilities of Paani Samitis, impor-
tance of FTK in analysing and 

maintaining water resources 
and its quality.

Addressing the audience, the 
DDC stressed on the role and 
the support of PRIs particu-
larly Pani Samitis in the effec-
tive implementation of JJM 
Schemes. “Their cooperation 
will greatly help in early comple-
tion of all the schemes under 
JJM, a flagship programme of 

the Government of India to pro-
vide HAR GHAR NAL SE JAL”, 
he said.

The other prominent guests 
included Executive Engineer Jal 
Shakti (PHE), Subash Chander 
Gupta; AEE, Doda East, Arshad 
Ahmed; AEE Doda West, Akh-
ilesh Gupta; AE DPMU, Er Aamir 
Malik; JEs and other field staff.

Rawal Hussain Chemist Dis-

trict Water Testing Lab and his 
team demonstrated FTK and 
trained Paani Samiti members 
and about 250 other participants 
present over there.

The programme concluded 
with felicitation of best per-
forming stakeholders including 
Chairman Paani Samiti, Best 
Engineer and Best Chemist

Handholding Session
DJJM Doda imparts training on 
water testing using FTK

J&K stands number one in Union 
Ministry’s CDPs for Geo Tagging

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: Jammu 

and Kashmir stand 
number one in Geo Tag-
ging of Cluster Develop-
ment Projects (CDP’s) in 
the country, implemented 
by the Union Ministry of 
Micro Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME).

This achievement of 
Jammu and Kashmir will 
result in faster approval 
of projects and timely 
release of funds from cen-
tral government, which 
will result in faster growth 
of MSME’s across J&K.

Union ministry of Micro, 
Small and medium 
Enterprises(MSME) is 
implementing Cluster 
Development Projects in 
the country including J&K 
through Central govern-
ment grant up to 80% is 
applicable for Common 
Facility Centre’s projects 
and 70% for development 
of Industrial Estates.

J&K has received 10 
Projects from Ministry of 
MSME for the develop-
ment of Industrial Estate 
and Common Facility 

Centre’s (CFC’s). MSME 
DFO Jammu field office 
of the union Ministry of 
MSME, takes lead role 
in the implementation of 
various schemes includ-
ing Cluster Development 
projects for the benefit of 
the MSME sector of the 
region.

The total project cost 
of CFC and IDs in J&K 
is 90.73 approximate-
ly. Recently the union 
Ministry called for Geo 
Tagging all the projects 
under MSE-CDP for all 
the states including J&K. 
An app was also devel-
oped by Ministry, used for 
tracking the performance, 
including the completion, 
percentage of comple-
tion of the projects sanc-

tioned under MSE-CDP 
which are monitored 
online based on the pho-
tographs taken through 
the Geo app.

In Jammu and Kash-
mir two teams were 
appointed for Jammu 
and Kashmir divisions for 
completing this task by 
G.Velladurai, Joint Direc-
tor, MSME DFO Jammu. 
The teams worked with 
full spirit and completed 
the Geo Tagging of all 
the projects completed 
and ongoing across J&K. 
The team includes Saheel 
Yaqoof Alaqband, Assis-
tant Director, AB. Hamid 
Wagey, Arkam, Sunil 
Dang, Assistant Director, 
Ajay Kumar and Arjan 
Singh.
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By: Aakar Patel

In the dozen years between 
1957 and 1969, the Ameri-
cans and the Russians 

went on a series of space races. 
The Russians won almost 
everything at first. They were 
to first to send a satellite into 
orbit (Sputnik in 1957), the 
first to send a living thing into 
space, the dog Laika in the 
same year, the first to send a 
human being into orbit (Yuri 
Gagarin in 1961). The first 
person to “walk” in space, 
meaning exit the spacecraft 
while in orbit, was Aleksey 
Leonov in 1965. After this the 
United States registered its first 
win in 1969 when it was able to 
land humans on the moon. The 
US remains the only nation to 
be able to do this and it last did 
so in 1972. The Soviet Union 
tried and failed to develop a 
large rocket and so the space 
race virtually ended in the 
early 1970s. For 50 years, there 
has been no interest in moon 
landings with humans because 
the cost is very high and the 
American public lost interest.

The Space Shuttle programme 
was seen as a lower-cost, reus-
able way for America to send 
its astronauts into orbit and to 
the International Space Station. 
However, two disasters, one in 
the 1980s and another in the 
early 2000s (in which Kalpana 
Chawla was killed) and unex-
pectedly high costs ended the 
programme over a decade 
ago. After that, America did 

not even have the capacity to 
send humans into orbit, some-
thing that changed only in 2020 
when a private firm was able to 
begin its service.
Russians still fly rockets 

based on the same technolo-
gy that was used in the 1960s, 
with some modifications, and 
much of the technology in the 
space race came from Nazi 
Germany’s military rocket pro-
gramme of 90 years ago. The 
captured scientists on the two 
fronts were pressed into ser-
vice by the Americans and the 
Russians.
One reason why space inno-

vation was stagnant for so 
many decades is that it was 
funded by governments which 
were spending large amounts 
on nationalistic projects. Even 
today, the budget for Nasa, the 
US space agency, is $25 billion. 
Isro’s budget is about $1.5 bil-
lion, which makes its achieve-
ments over the decades quite 
remarkable.
This changed about 15 years 

ago, when it became clear 
that satellite communications, 
GPS and the Internet, were 
going to be very big drivers 
in the economy. Private firms 
began to take an interest first 
in developing the technology 
that would go into satellites 
and then to build rockets. This 
second shift happened after the 
US government funded space 
start-ups and allowed them, 
under conditions, to develop 
rocket technology. As rockets 
are no different from missiles, 

their development and manu-
facturing is tightly controlled. 
Only American citizens, for 
instance, can work at these 
firms. This limits the amount 
of talent they can absorb but is 
one way that the government 
can ensure the technology does 
not reach what it considers to 
be the wrong hands.
Even with these restrictions, 

the private sector has breathed 
new life into the space sector. 
Another, much smaller, space 
race began after the US gov-
ernment’s funding between 
two firms to launch the first 
human to orbit on a private 
rocket. Boeing, the giant com-
pany, lost out to the younger 
SpaceX, though it had received 
more funding than the start-
up. Today, the rockets are 
reusable to a large extent and 
at least two firms are building 
giant rockets of the size that 
existed 50 years ago. The target 
is two-fold, the first is to lower 
the cost of space and reduce the 
cost per kilogram of putting 
things into orbit. The second 
is human space flight and 
attempting to colonise Mars. 
Imagine what a difference it 
will make to the world if there 
is an outpost humans create 
on another planet. Of course, 
this will be difficult: Even 
today in 2023, the number of 
entities that have sent humans 
into orbit around the earth is 
limited to Russia (USSR), the 
United States, China and the 
company SpaceX.
The winners in the race this 

time stand to make large 
amounts of money (SpaceX, 
which is privately held, is 
valued at over $100 billion) and 
also own technology that will 
help them monopolise space. 
Efficient rocket engines, new 
fuels, highly complex aspects 
of reusability and fuel transfers 
make this the domain of a very 
few entities.
The cost of launching a sat-

ellite runs into hundreds of 
crores of rupees. The monop-
oly over space will mean that, 
particularly on the commer-
cial side, that is to say satellite 
launches, will be controlled 
by companies or nations that 
others will have no option but 
to go to. Even the UK and Ger-
many today have no launch 
capacity and are dependent 
on either private entities or 
their ally, the United States, to 
launch satellites.
France’s Ariane programme 

is currently dormant after it 
eased out its older rocket and 
is developing a new one. All 
of this makes this an excit-
ing time for space around the 
world. This is the background 
in which India is attempting to 
soft-land a rover on the moon 
and will attempt, at some point 
next year hopefully, sending 
humans into orbit.
By the end of this decade, we 

will have a good idea of which 
nations and which companies 
are winning this new space 
race, and what that means for 
the future not just of science 
and technology but of humans 
as a whole.

By: Syed Ata Hasnain

It’s after fairly a long time that 
I attended a half-day semi-
nar on West Asia, a region till 

recently in the focus of the world 
but now seemingly less spoken 
about.  In 2015, we had wars raging 
in Yemen, Syria and Iraq, with the 
Islamic State (Daesh) taking over 
the reins of ambition to establish its 
proverbial Islamic Caliphate. The 
confrontation between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia was threatening to 
go beyond just a proxy war. Qatar 
was isolated, with some nations 
establishing a blockade against it. 
The implosion of Syria through its 
civil war and the presence of the 
Islamic State in northern Syria and 
Iraq had led to a refugee crisis with 
a beeline of displaced people head-
ing to Europe, especially through 
Turkey and Greece. Iraq also had 
an internecine Shia-Sunni confron-
tation on its streets. While Israel’s 
relations with the Arabs continued 
to improve, the same was not the 
case with Iran. The Israeli-Palestin-
ian confrontation remained the core 
conflict and blew up once in a while. 
That is a bagful for a region.

With the end of the Covid-19 
pandemic and the early develop-
ments of a new world order, much 
focus has shifted to Ukraine and 
its war with Russia. The global 
cycle of terror which began after 
1979 appears to be tapering off, 
with a reduction in high-profile 
terrorist activity and weakening 
of networks. It was in West Asia, 
Afghanistan-Pakistan region and 
parts of Europe that global terror’s 
activities were earlier much more 
pronounced; in Af-Pak the intensity 
is still very high. The anticipated 

shift of international focus was to 
the Indo-Pacific, where the US-Chi-
na contest has been held back for 
long but the dynamics seem to sug-
gest that the first testing of waters in 
the kinetic domain could well begin 
in the near future. The other area 
of attention of the strategic com-
munity appears to be Central Asia, 
as culled out of the larger Eurasian 
landmass. This is the area of the 
Great Game of the early twentieth 
century and the New Great Game 
of the twenty-first century. Global 
terror has its eyes on this area, 
which is populous and rich in min-
erals, awaiting exploitation of both 
human and mineral resources. The 
focus of the strategic energy scene 
seems to have diluted from West 
Asia and shifted to Russia. India’s 
bulk of energy resources are cur-
rently being sourced from Russia.

So, in the midst of shifting strate-
gic attention, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi decided to pay his fifth 
visit to the United Arab Emirates 
on his way home from France. The 
ministry of external affairs obvi-
ously thinks otherwise about West 
Asia’s perceived dwindling stra-
tegic significance. Notice that the 
Prime Minister also visited Egypt 
on his way back from Washington. 
A deeper than peripheral look at 
the recent developments in West 
Asia appear to suggest that it may 
be premature to conclude that its 
strategic significance has in any way 
reduced. The MEA is not wrong.

In the last six months develop-
ments of a strategic nature have 
been rife in this region. It began 
with China’s first serious entry into 
the strategic affairs of the region. 
Things moved at breakneck speed 
with the visit of China’s Xi Jinping’s 

to Saudi Arabia in December 2022 
and Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si’s visit to Beijing in February 2023. 
Then came the Iran-Saudi Arabia 
deal brokered by China, in March 
2023; that is within three months of 
the visit of Xi Jinping. Both Saudi 
Arabia and Iran perceive China as 
a more neutral mediator and China 
views itself as a reliable friend of 
both nations. In fact, China is the 
largest trading partner for the two 
countries, a major source of foreign 
currency for Iran, and has strategic 
relationships with both Riyadh and 
Tehran. Most analysts ascribe this 
Chinese intrusion into West Asia 
to US arrogance and its refusal to 
assess how far forward China had 
moved in the maturing of its diplo-
macy. A window of opportunity 
was grabbed, although many ana-
lysts believe that China’s ability 
to understand Islamic politics and 
sectarian dynamics remains highly 
questionable. For China, keeping 
West Asia in ferment to offset US 
focus and pivot to the Indo-Pacific, 
is a core objective. The US is not 
going to redeploy to Afghanistan 
in a long time, although it remains 
concerned about it. The Ukraine 
war will dilute in intensity; it is 
West Asia with tapering conflicts 
which could rekindle.

There are some positive trends too, 
in fact quite a few. The Saudi-Iran 
conflict seems somewhat arrested, 
at least temporarily. Saudi Arabian 
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Sul-
tan’s quest to introduce some liberal 
practices in the kingdom, and make 
the nation free from dependence 
on energy as the main source of its 
economy, is real, and there is an air 
of expectancy about it. The recent 
visit of Sheikh Mohammed Abdul 

Karim al-Issa, secretary-general of 
Muslim World League, to India 
bears particular significance. What 
was thus far heard in India, in terms 
of the change in tone and tenor of 
Islam in Saudi Arabia, could be 
judged by the words of Dr al-Issa. 
He was convincing and genuine in 
all the interactions he had in India, 
mostly multi-faith events. If Saudi 
Arabia, the custodian of the holiest 
Islamic shrines, changes its outlook 
to a more modern interpretation of 
Islam, will it be natural for the rest 
of the faith to follow. There is no 
compulsion on that and much will 
depend on the Saudi royal family 
and its relationship with the clergy 
within.

What India is doing is the right 
thing. It’s a major stakeholder in 
West Asia through its diaspora, 
remittances and growing economic 
relations, besides the energy link-
ages. This also dilutes Pakistan’s 
strategic communication against 
India. The UAE has emerged as 
a pivotal partner for India. The 
agreement to promote the use of 
local currencies for mutual trans-
actions may be the trend-setter for 
such eventual understanding with 
many more nations. The comfort 
level established in this relationship 
works well for outreach to many 
others. Besides, this is good for 
inter-faith ties too, as efforts of the 
diehard followers of Political Islam 
to create schisms in society through 
divisive ways can be curbed to a 
large extent. What we need is more 
mutual exchange visits between 
think tank representatives and per-
sonalities like Sheikh Mohammed 
Abdul Karim al-Issa also visiting 
and speaking to either end.

M
ajority of the people of India 
are poor. There has been a 
serious problem of livelihood 

in front of them. Due to the possession 
of a handful of people over the land 
and means of production, the serious-
ness of this problem has increased. 
People have to work on the orders of 
the living beings but they do not get 
enough wages. Apart from this, physi-
cal harassment and mental abuse also 
have to be endured.

It is not easy to oppose landowners 
and resourceful people. For not walk-
ing in their favour, they are physically 
and mentally harassed and tortured. 
One has to work in their fields and 
homes by becoming a bonded laborer.

We do not get wages, even if we get 
it, it is very less. Women also have to 
bear different kinds of insults. Years 
have passed since a particular class 
suffered this pain of oppression. Even 
the government systems are not fully 
able to get rid of this oppression.

When the tolerance of the oppressed 
victim gave an answer, then it became 
necessary to retaliate. In the year 1967, 
the farmers of the village ‘Naxalbari’ of 
Bengal started a movement. Its name 
was Naxalism. Farmers, laborers, trib-
als etc. were included in this.

Naxalites believe in violence. Accord-
ing to his opinion, power originates 
from the barrel of a gun. There is 
severe poverty in India, it has raised 
the challenge of survival in front of the 
people. In the name of removing pover-
ty, politicians have been doing politics 
for years, cheating people. Land reform 
is not taken care of. Farmers do not get 
the fruits of their production.

The movement which started from 
Naxalbari village of Bengal in 1967 
has expanded a lot. This movement 
has reached the states of West Bengal, 
Odisha, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh etc.

In 2004, the Maoist organization Peo-
ple’s War Group and the Maoist Com-
munist Center of India merged to form 
the Communist Party of India (Maoist). 
Naxalites consider themselves well 
wishers of Dalits, Adivasis and poor 
villagers. For this reason some people 
cooperate with them voluntarily and 
some out of fear.

Till now thousands of villagers, secu-
rity men and others have become vic-
tims of Naxalite violence. On 6 April 
2010, Naxalites ambushed C.R. P.F. 
76 soldiers were killed in Dantewala 
district of Chhattisgarh. The Kolkata-
bound Dnyaneshwari Express was 
derailed by the derailment and more 
than 150 passengers were killed.

Attacks in new ways Darbha-Jheeram 
Ghat was attacked on March 11, 2014. 
Police and C.R. were ambushed by 200 
Naxalites. P.F. Fifteen soldiers were 
killed. Road construction work was 
going on here.

Congress leaders like Nandkumar 
Patel, Vidyacharan Shukla, Mahendra 
Karma etc. were victims of Naxalite 
violence at this place on 13th May. Nax-
alite violence has not yet been com-
pletely curbed. Military personnel of 
the armed forces have been killed in 
Chhattisgarh in a short span of time.

Naxalite violence has become a threat 
to the lives of the people. Due to this, 
the country’s development and democ-
racy are also being challenged. Till 
now the government has talked a lot 
to end this problem, but has not taken 
any concrete initiative. Now there is a 
strong need to take strict and effective 
steps for its solution.

EDITORIAL

West Asia gaining strategic significance for New Delhi

The new race in space: Can India emerge on top? What lies next?

NAXALITE-A THREAT
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Top News Report
BARAMULLA, Jul 18: 

A free medical camp for 
distribution of lifesaving 
medicines to local popu-
lace was organized by 92 
Battalion CRPF under its 
Civic Action Programme 
at Panzula Baramulla.

The objective of the pro-
gramme was to provide 
free medical aid to needy 
local villagers. Services 
of CRPF and State gov-
ernment, doctors special-
ized in various faculties 
of Medical Science were 
utilized for this purpose.

The camp effectively 
catered to various medi-
cal needs of the local pop-
ulation of various villages.

The Medical Camp was 
inaugurated by Com-
mandant 92 Battalion 
CRPF Rakesh Chander, 
BDC Rafiabad Shush-
ma, Dr. M.V.S Kartik, 
Assistant Commandant 
Bharat Kumar 92 Bat-
talion CRPF, Dr Mehraj 

Masoodi, Dr Sehrish and  
Dr Ruqaya from SDH 
Rohama and PHC Pan-
zula  were also present in 
the Medical Camp.

Commandant 92 Bat-
talion CRPF emphasized 
on the importance of such 
camps to help the popu-
lace and to strengthen 
the already cordial rela-
tions between Public and 
Forces.

The efforts of CRPF 
have been highly appre-
ciated by the local people 
and they showed their 
willingness to support the 
CRPF in their endeavor to 

bring peace and normalcy 
in the area.

The officers of CRPF 
promise to organize such 
programmes regularly in 
the future and meet the 
expectation of the local 
population to establish 
brotherhood between 
both. Commandant 92 
Bn has also expressed 
gratitude to the doctors 
of the state govt./ CRPF 
& the people from the 
press, whose valu- able 
contribution made this 
programme for so suc-
cessful.

Top News Report
KUPWARA, Jul 18: 

With an aim to spread 
awareness about Drug 
Addiction and its ill 
effects, Haphruda Army 
Camp in collaboration 
with Widows, Orphan 
& Disable People’s 
Trust NGO J&K, organ-
ised awareness cam-
paign on Drugs at Govt 
Boys Higher Second-
ary School, Trathpora 
wherein various events 
like skits, group songs, 
speech and group 
dance were organised 
by the school students.

These events primarily 
focussed upon ill effects 
of drugs on society and 
how collectively we can 
eradicate this social 
menace.

Prominent person-
alities like SHO Vilgam, 

Nb Tehsildar Tarthpora, 
BDC Trathpora, Block 
Medical Officer Trath-
pora, Principal & Teach-
ers of Higher Second-
ary School Trathpora, 
Sarpanches, Ward 
members, Asha work-
ers of nearby villages, 
National Motivational 
speaker Md Shafi Mir 
and 2ic Vilgam Battal-
ion shared their valu-
able knowledge on the 
subject.

A total of 307 Students 
and 36 guests from vari-
ous sections of society 
participated in aforesaid 
campaign. The aware-
ness drive will also help 
to build confidence 
amongst civil society 
and motivate them to do 
well in their life. At the 
culmination of the event 
the participants were 
felicitated with prizes.

Top News Report
ANANTNAG, Jul 18: A 

delegation of Apple Valley 
Association led by Manzo-
or Ahmed Shah, President 
along with JD(U) Chair-
man Sikh community Dila-
war Singh called on JD(U) 
State General Secretary 
Vivek Bali at Anantnag here 
today.

The 6-member delegation 
including Vice President, 
Javed Ahmed, Secretary 
Jagdish Singh, Members 
Manzoor Ahmed Bhat, 
Jahangir Ahmed Shah and 
Moin Salam submitted a 

memorandum of demands 
to the Vivek Bali and put 
forth various issues and 
demands pertaining to 
smooth operations of Busi-
ness community and wel-
fare of Local People.

Vivek Bali said the recent 
restriction on tourist move-
ment in the Bijbehara and 
Langabal and other Areas 
has had a severe impact on 
the local businesses. With 
tourists no longer visiting 
the region, establishments 
such as juice centers, 
hotels, restaurants, handi-
craft shops, fruit points, and 
resorts have experienced 

a sharp decline in custom-
ers and revenue. As a con-
sequence, approximately 
1500 families in the area 
are now grappling with 
financial hardships, lead-
ing to difficulties in paying 

wages to non-local labor-
ers.

Bali said the situation 
calls for urgent attention 
and intervention from the 
LG administration, led by 
Manoj Sinha. We earnestly 

appeal to him to assess 
the situation and find a bal-
anced approach that con-
siders both the need for 
tourism regulation and the 
livelihoods of those depen-
dent on the tourism indus-
try. Timely intervention 
is crucial to provide relief 
and support to the affected 
families and businesses in 
the region.

The JD(U) leader Vivek 
Bali gave a patient hear-
ing to the members of the 
delegation and assured 
that their genuine issues 
and demands would be 
redressed on merit.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Jul 18: 

Valedictory function of 
High End Workshop 
(Karyashala) and Training 
& Intership programme 
(Vritika) sponsored by 
DST-SERB under the 
Accelerate Vigyan (AV) 
Scheme on “Advanced 
techniques in soil, water 
& plant tissue testing”  
and “Advanced instru-
mentation techniques for 
assessment of soil health 
indicators” organized by 
Division of  Soil Science 
and Agricultural Chem-
istry was held at Faculty 
of Agriculture, Wadura 
SKUAST-Kashmir.

In addition to partici-
pants, the programme 
was attended by Heads of 

Divisions & other faculty 
members. Dean, Faculty 
of Agriculture Prof. Raiha-
na H. Kanth was the Chief 
Guest of the valedictory 
session.

Prof. Javid A. Bhat, HoD 
Soil Science formally wel-
comed the guests and 
gave an overview of the 
concluded training pro-
grammes.

He stated that these 
training programmes 
has covered lectures on 
topics most relevant to 
the subject along with a 
proportionate number of 
practical exercises with 
greater emphasis on ana-
lytical techniques adopt-
ing a learning-by-doing 
type of approach. He 
also stated that the focus 
of these training was to 

encourage and identify 
youth who are motivated 
towards startup creation 
and entrepreneurship so 
that they can turn around 
the economy.

Prof. Raihana in her 
address stated that 
these programmes aim 
to provide opportunity to 
participating PG scholars 
to acquire specialized 
research skills. Besides, 
participants will get sensi-
tized with latest advanced 
technologies in the soil, 
water, plant & fertilizer 
analysis.

She impressed upon 
the participants about 
the importance of the 
skill based training 
programmes to build 
entrepreneurial mindset 
among the youth and 
develop their skills so 
they can launch their own 
innovation-led startups 
and business ventures.

She also said the skill 
training is a great service 
for our society to empow-
er unemployed youth and 
enable them for a better 
life. The valedictory func-
tion ended with the vote 
of thanks proposed by Dr. 
M.H Chesti.

Top News Report
MANDI, Jul 18: Nehru Yuva Kendra 

(NYK) Poonch under Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports Govt of India organ-
ised another Webinar on theme “Catch 
the rain, where it falls, when it falls”.

This webinar was hosted  by Ex NYV, 
President Youth club.

Three resource persons from different 
departments delivered lecture on Catch 
the Rain.

The webinar was also attended by a 
number youth from across the Poonch 
district. Some of them also shared their 
experiences towards water conserva-
tion.

He said, Rainwater harvesting is col-
lecting the run-off from a structure or 
other impervious surface in order to 
store it for later use. Traditionally, this 
involves harvesting the rain from a roof.

Vote of thanks was presented by Ex 
NYV and President Youth club.

Top News Report
HANDWARA, Jul 18: 

Army Camp Bhagat-
pura, on Tuesday felici-
tated Danish Javed 
Bhat, resident of Machi-
pora, who has brought 
immense pride to the 
entire Kupwara District.

His extraordinary 
achievement lies in 
being selected for the 
“Japan-Asia Youth 
Exchange Programme” 
in Science as part of 
the ‘Sakura Exchange 
Programme’ which is 
going to be held on 5th 
November later this 
year.

Danish is one among 
the three students from 

J&K taking part in the 
student exchange pro-
gram. His ticket to this 
prestigious program 
was earned through his 
ingenious creation: a 
versatile “Multipurpose 
Stove”, which he show-
cased at the esteemed 
National Level Exhibi-
tion and Project Com-
petition (NLEPC). This 
project has garnered 
widespread recognition 
and commendation.

Danish and his par-
ents expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude to 
Indian Army for their 
invaluable assistance, 
guidance and resources 
offered throughout the 
journey.

DST-SERB sponsored Karyashala, Vritika 
programmes conclude at SKUAST-K

Army holds drug awareness 
campaign

Medical camp organised by 
92 Bn CRPF at Panzula

Army felicitates Machipora 
boy for his achievement

NYKS organises Webinar on “Catch the Rain”

Top News Report
PANCHARI, Jul 18: 

Sarveshwar Smile Founda-
tion, a J&K based (Section 
8) Company engaged in 
social activities, started 4th 
Women Stiching & Salaie 
training centre  at village 
Panjar of Tehsil- Moungri, 
District Udhampur.

The programme was 
inaugurated by Jasvir 
Singh, District Develop-
ment Councillor Panchari-
Moungri. He appreciated 
the work of Sarveshwar 
Smile Foundation for the 
welfare of Needy people of 
the Panchari-Moungri.

Surat Singh representa-
tive of Sarveshwar Smiles 
Foundation conveyed that 
Sarveshwar Smiles Foun-
dation is committed to 
bring smile on the faces 
of women community at 
large & gave commitment  
for free of cost  one month 
training on  Embroidery , 

Cutting & tailoring , at the 
doorstep of needy women 
followed with marketing of 
finished products.

Furthermore, Surat Singh 
representative of Sarvesh-
war Smiles Foundation in 
his address informed how 
this NGO was created by 
two thoughtful ladies Ms 
Pooja Gupta & Ms Nidhi 
Sharma and this founda-
tion is quite active across 
the UT of J&K in spread-
ing awareness about 
empowerment of women 

for their better livelihood.  
He informed that such skill 
trainings not only empow-
ers them but also gives an 
opportunity to rural women 
to support their family in 
income generation.

The programme was 
coordinated by Khajur 
Singh, Founder Sanje-
evani Jan Kalyan, Jarnail 
Singh Naib Sarpanch & 
attended by more than  90 
local women entrepreneurs 
of Panjar-Moungri area vil-
lages of Udhampur District 
of Jammu & Kashmir.

Sarveshwar Smile Foundation starts 
Stitching & Salaie training centre at 
Panjar Moungri

Apple Valley Association calls on JD(U) Leader Vivek Bali

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: Mon-

soons bring with them-
selves humidity and a 
plethora of skin con-
cerns such as acne & 
clogged pores that are 
a result of excess oil 
production, hormonal 
changes, medication, 
diet, excessive stress 
and environmental pol-
lutants. Imploring one to 
create a skincare regi-
men that is specifically 
curated to target blem-
ishes while stimulat-
ing the renewal of new 
cells, Forest Essentials 
presents a multi-step 
transformational ritual; a 
special selection of skin-
care products infused 
with superior Ayurvedic 
herbs that help address 
the concerns of oily 
skin.

Each ingredient 
in these products 
addresses either a 
specific root cause or 
a side effect associ-
ated with acne, thereby 

combatting & preventing 
it holistically. Together 
these Ayurvedic herb-
enriched, clarifying 
products regulate 
sebum production, bal-
ance excess oil, and 
alleviate inflammation 
for blemish-free, matte 
skin.

The ubtan is a skin-
care must-have that 
has stood the test of 
time – an age-old, at-
home beauty ritual. 
The tradition dates 
back to ancient texts 
in India having found 
prominence during the 
Vedic Age when it was 
prescribed by Vaidyas 
or physicians for protec-
tion, feeding and beau-
tification of the skin. 
Multani Mitti, or Fuller’s 
Earth, has been synony-
mous with clear skin for 
eras – both in Indian 
cultures and internation-
ally. First introduced to 
us in our grandmother’s 
Nuskhas, it effectively 
treats acne and regu-
lates oil production. 

Enjoy Monsoons, good skin 
days with best of skincare 
from Forest Essentials

Top News Report
SAMBA, Jul 18: Krishi Vigyan 

Kendra, Samba of Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences & Technology of 
Jammu on Tuesday concluded 
3 –day  celebrations of 95th 
ICAR day by organizing tech-
nology demonstrations from 
16th-18th July, 2023.

More than 300 farmers/farm 
women enthusiastically par-
ticipated in these programmes 
held at KVK premises under 
the leadership of Prof. B.N. 
Tripathi, Vice-Chancellor, 
SKUAST-Jammu.

The day event witnessed a 
display of novel and innovative 
technologies including speci-
mens, exhibits and agricultural 
tools and implements for the 
farmers.

The concluding day of the 
programme began with a wel-
come address by Dr. Sanjay 
Khajuria, Chief Scientist & 
Head, KVK Samba. He wel-
comed the farmers and high-
lighted the importance of new 
and innovative technologies 
in agriculture particularly in 
Samba district for enhancing 
the income of the farmers. He 
emphasized upon the need to 
include new and innovative 
technologies in agriculture to 
improve the profitability in the 

agriculture sector. He elaborat-
ed upon the various initiatives 
undertaken by the KVK during 
the last 03 days like organiza-
tion of training and awareness 
programmes, demonstration on 
processing and value addition 
of kandi fruits like mango, citrus 
fruits, kissan goshtis, exhibi-
tion of the latest technologies 
for the benefit of the farmers. 
A series of the expert lectures 
were also delivered by the KVK 
scientists for the farming com-
munity of the Samba district.

Dr. Neerja Sharma, Senior 
Scientist (Horticulture) dis-
cussed in detail about the value 
addition of the fruits and veg-
etables in the Samba district 
and various post harvest mea-
sures to improve the income of 
the farmers.

Dr. Abhay Kumar Sinha, 
Senior Scientist (Agricultural 
Engineering) elaborated upon 
the various aspects of farm 
mechanization in the field of 
agriculture like tractors, tillers, 
farm machinery banks, custom 
hiring centers, innovative farm 
tools and their role in reducing 
the farm drudgery to a greater 
extent.

 Dr. Saurav Gupta, Scientist 
(Entomology) gave detailed 
information about the impor-
tance of innovative farming 
as it offers a solution to vari-

ous problems, such as food 
security, farmers’ distress, and 
health problems arising due to 
pesticide and fertilizer residue 
in food and water, global warm-
ing, climate change and natural 
calamities. He also discussed 
different ways to control various 
insects –pests and diseases of 
Chickpea through various inno-
vative farming techniques.

Dr. Vijay Kumar Sharma, Sci-
entist (Animal Sciences) elabo-
rated upon the role of livestock 
in improving the livelihood 
security of the farmers and 
different initiatives undertaken 
to improve the livestock farm-
ing and also different schemes 
for the welfare of the livestock 
farmers.

Dr. Shalini, Programme 
Assistant, KVK Samba empha-
sized the importance of soil in 
agricultural productivity. She 
stressed upon that farmers 
should use organic farming 
techniques to promote soil 
health. Dr. Amit Mahajan dis-
cussed in detail about the vari-
ous weed management prac-
tices in the kharif crops.

The programme concluded 
with vote of thanks by Dr. 
Saurav Gupta. Others who 
participated in the programme 
include Bharat Bhushan, 
Tajinder Singh and Pawan 
Singh.

95th ICAR day celebration and Technology 
demonstration concludes at KVK Samba
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With the growing popularity of audio series and podcasts, many 
actors have taken up voice overs as another medium to showcase 

their talent. Here’s getting to know a few among them
Celebrities never shy away 

from trying their hand at dif-
ferent things. Be it fashion, 
business, YouTube, Vlogs or 
humanitarian causes, artistes 
often jump into the fray. As 
more actors are lending their 
voice to audio series, here’s a 
quick check.

Marvel universe
Saif Ali Khan joined the Marvel 

universe with the first-ever Hindi 
original audio-series by Audible 
India titled Marvel’s Wasteland-
ers: Star Lord. Released on 
June 28, the 10-episode series 
is already commissioned for six 
seasons focused on different 
Marvel superheroes, including 
Hawkeye, Black Widow, Wol-
verine, Doom, and Marvel’s 
Wastelanders. It has been 
adapted in Hindi from Marvel’s 
hit audio series by the same 
name.

Kareena Kapoor Khan will also 
be joining her husband, Saif, 
for this ambitious project in the 
following seasons, as she has 
signed up to lend her voice to 
the character of Black Widow 
(Helen Black).

At the announcement event 
of this series, actors Jaideep 
Ahlawat (Hawkeye), Ashish 
Vidyarthi (Doctor Doom) and 
Sharad Kelkar (Wolverine) also 
joined the power couple, con-
firming their roles in the series 
in the near future. The upcom-
ing season will release through 
this year and 2024. Apart from 
them, Mithila Palkar, Prajakta 
Koli and Masaba Gupta (Lisa 

Cartwright) have also lent their 
voice for supporting roles in the 
first season of Wastelanders 
(Hindi).

Power couple
Another Bollywood couple 

associated with voice-overs is 
Richa Chadha and Ali Fazal. 
Together they were part of audio 
thriller Virus 2062 back in 2021 
when many actors were still 
contemplating whether audio 
medium was good for their 
careers. And now the season 
two of the same series awaits 
release.

Going global
Actress Shruti Haasan had 

recently lent her voice to a 
character in DC’s audio-drama 
Sandman: Act III. She voiced 
the character of the landlady at 
the World’s End Inn in this New 
York Times best-selling original 
audio drama series. The proj-
ect has been directed by Neil 
Gaiman. This is her third inter-
national project after acting in 
the series Treadstone and lend-
ing her voice to the character of 

Elsa in Frozen 2 (Tamil).
Gaiman’s The Sandman got 

a Hindi adaptation last year 
and Tabu (narrator), Manoj (Dr 
Destiny) Bajpayee and Adarsh 
Gourav (John Constastine) 
lent their voices to the audio 
series. Other members of the 
voice-cast include artistes Vijay 
Varma (Lord Morpheus/Dream), 
Kubbra Sait (Death), Sushant 
Divgikar (Desire), Tillotama 
Shome (Colliope) and Neeraj 
Kabi (Lucifer).

Bollywood actor Amit Sadh 
made his debut as a voice artiste 
for a podcast on DC Superhero, 
titled Batman Ek Chakravyuh. 
While Mantra is the director of 
this Spotify series, actors Sharib 
Hashmi and Shweta Tripathi 
have lent their voices for the 
important characters of Riddler 
and Barbara Gordon, respec-
tively. Anangsha Biswas, Aseem 
Hattangady, Ashwin Mushran, 
Danish Hussain, Pooja Gor, 
Rajat Kapoor, Sarika and 
Vrajesh Hirjee were also part of 
the series.

Mirzapur-fame Rasika Dugal 
has been part of BBC Radio 
2 audio series, The Empire. 
This international comedy 
audio series has been written 
by stand-up comedian-screen-
writer Anuvab Pal and directed 
by Ed Morrish. British veteran 
Stephen Fry is also a part of the 
series.

Work wise
Actor Adarsh Gourav’s recent 

audio series, Desi Down Under, 
was released in May this year. 
Earlier, he also worked in Neil 
Gailman’s The Sandman as a 
voice artiste. Actress Prajakta 
Koli is also part of Desi Down 
Under and has worked in Mar-
vel’s Wastelanders: Star Lord.

Beyond television
TV show Anupamaa-fame 

Sudhanshu Pandey hails pod-
casts as the future of the enter-
tainment industry. He has lent 
his voice for an audio series, 
Shraapit. He say, “Audio plat-
forms represent a new form 
of entertainment and I firmly 
believe that they have a bright 
future ahead. This growth is evi-
dent in various aspects, such 
as the popularity of audiobooks. 
People truly enjoy listening to 
stories, and for actors, it offers 
a unique opportunity to show-
case their talent solely through 
their voice. They need not 
worry about facial expressions, 
makeup or hair, but can instead 
channel all their focus into voice 
modulation. Personally, if I were 
to lend my voice to an interna-
tional character, I would choose 
the Hulk.”

Anupama Solanki 
believes the look of her 

character in Nath Krish-
na Aur Gauri Ki Kahani 

has gone to another 
level, thanks to her nail 
extensions.

“I love nail extensions, 
and whenever I have a 
shoot, I make sure to get 
them done. However, 
for the past two months, 
I have been consistently 
wearing nail extensions 
because of my role 
in the new Dangal TV 
show Nath Krishna Aur 
Gauri ki Kahani.

As an actor, I felt that 
this character, Kalawa-
ti, required nail exten-
sions. Although nobody 
explicitly instructed me 
to get them, I decided 
to incorporate them to 
enhance the portrayal 
of Kalawati’s vibrant and 
slightly cruel personal-
ity,” she says.

She adds, “Nail exten-
sions give my charac-
ter power and authority 
because I am playing 
with nails. It’s like a 
prop that allows me to 
manipulate and show-
case them. As an actor, 
it greatly aids me in my 
performance. Further-
more, my fans love my 
extensions, and they 
pay close attention 
to them. Even on the 
sets, all of my co-stars 
admire my nail exten-
sions because I con-
sistently opt for creative 
designs.”

Anupama Solanki talks about 
her character in Nath Krishna 
Aur Gauri ki Kahaani

Singer and actor 
Ariana Grande contin-
ued to spark rumours 
about her relation-
ship with her husband, 
Dalton Gomez, after 
being spotted without 
her wedding ring at the 
Wimbledon men’s sin-
gles final.

During the match, 
Grande was seated 
between Andrew Gar-
field and Bridgerton star 
Jonathan Bailey. She 
seemed to be enjoying 
the match and react-
ing to the moments by 
covering her mouth with 
her right hand while her 
left hand rested on her 
lap, and it was without 
a ring!

The last time the God 
Is a Woman singer was 
seen with her wedding 
ring in public was back in 
April at Jeff Goldblum’s 
concert in London. 
Dalton and Grande mar-
ried secretly in 2021 at 
her Montecito, Califor-
nia, home. The popstar 
previously dated Pete 
Davidson, Big Sean, 
and the late Mac Miller.

Singer-actor Ariana Grande 
appears at Wimbledon 
without a wedding ring

Amazing efficiency
Romiit Raaj
AI is amazing. Recent-

ly, I used AI to create my 
work profile, and I sent it, 
along with my pictures, 
to director Vikram Mot-
wane. I was impressed 
that my entire life his-
tory was covered on 
paper in seconds, and 
all I had to do was copy 
and paste. Life is all 
about saving time and 
being efficient at work 
today, and I believe AI 
will make things more 
professional.

Affecting thinking abil-
ity

Siddharth Joukani
It affects logical rea-

soning. The information 
we are receiving from 
ChatGPT is the informa-
tion that has been fed to 
the servers, and it is not 
up-to-date; it was last 
updated in 2021.

Core competence
Lokit Phulwani
Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) is set to become a 
core component of all 
modern software over 
the coming years. For 
instance, AI can identify 
an individual’s person-
ality traits based exclu-
sively on what Facebook 
posts they have liked.

A new future
Chitra Vakil Sharma
There would always be 

humans in the loop, but 
the skill set of the future 
would change. There 
would be enough oppor-
tunities with growth in 
the market. Jobs involv-
ing manual labour would 
change, but high-skill 
jobs would come up in 
the market. Post offices 
have closed with email, 

cameras have been 
replaced with smart 
phones, but jobs are 
generated in different 
sectors. We just need 
to embrace change and 
move forward with new 
technologies.

AI is limited
Madalsa Sharma
The use of Artificial 

Intelligence is undoubt-
edly an amazing idea. 
But again, it is the result 

of programming done by 
humans. AI is limited, 
while the human mind 
has no limits so far.

Human over AI
Ruhaan Saapru
According to me, the 

only region where AI 
overpowers humans 
is their efficiency, and 
that’s the reason AI 
was created. How-
ever, we humans have 
vision, creativity, and 
problem-solving skills 
that machines cannot 
master. The one dif-
ference that makes 
humans better than AI 
is that humans have the 
ability to think as per the 
situation and emotion.

It’s revolutionary
Arun Mandola
ChatGPT is just in the 

initial stage, but it has 
already completed many 
tasks, making it one of 
the biggest revolutions 
in the last 100 years. 
With just one click and 
at half the price, you 
can receive efficient and 
quick work. Currently, I 
am managing my entire 
household with the help 
of AI. I no longer need 
a servant to clean my 
house. With just one 
click, my AI robot cleans 
my house.

Tread carefully
Charrul Malik
AI is a technology that 

has been developed to 
help humans, and it is 
important that we under-
stand its role in our lives. 
Similar to all other inno-
vations in the past, we 
need to ensure it doesn’t 
become the cause of 
insecurity or an inability 
to learn. It is imperative 
that humans continue 
to stay involved in the 
process!

Just a disruptor
Nikhil Nanda
In earlier times, when 

computers came along, 
the typists working on 
typewriters lost their 
jobs. People thought it 
was the end of manual 
labour, but over time 
it has increased and 
improved efficiency, 
the output has gone 
up multiple times, and 
there have been multi-
ple employment oppor-
tunities. In the case of 
AI, we are also going to 
see a lot more advanc-
es. I don’t think it would 
cause any major job 
losses, but it’s going to 
be a big disruptor, which 
will improve in times to 
come.

From cleaning to writing, AI has completely taken over our 
lives. Here’s what celebrities think about this development…

Jane Birkin, the British actor and 
singer who rose to fame in France, is 
no more. She was 76. Birkin was born 
in London, but moved to Paris at the 
age of 20 to work in the film Slogan.

She fell in love with the film’s star, 
French actor and singer Serge Gains-
bourg, and the two quickly became the 
focus of public attention. 

The couple frequently collaborated 
professionally, most notably on Je 
t’aime... moi non plus. Despite being 
British, Birkin quickly became a star 
in her own right and a fashion icon in 
France. Hermes, the French luxury 
house, used her as inspiration for the 
famous Birkin bag.

Birkin began her acting career with 
minor roles in Michelangelo Antonio-
ni’s Blowup (1966) and Kaleidoscope 
(1966). Birkin went on to appear in the 
Agatha Christie adaptations Death on 
the Nile (1978) and Evil Under the Sun 
(1982). 

In 1991, she starred in the miniseries 
Red Fox, and in 1998, in the American 

drama film A Soldier’s Daughter Never 
Cries. She also starred in the Academy 
Award-nominated short film La Femme 
et le TGV in 2016, which she stated was 
her final film role.

Actress, singer and fashion icon 
Jane Birkin passes away at 76

Manasvi Mamgai recently made her OTT debut with 
The Trial. The former Miss India made her debut with 
Ajay Devgn’s 2014 film Action Jackson. Manasvi plays 
the role of a star’s girlfriend, who is on the receiving 
end of a witch hunt after the suspicious death of her 
boyfriend. Her case is taken up by Kajol’s character, 
who is determined to prove Manasvi’s innocence.

Manasvi Mamgai talks 
about her OTT debut

Superstar Salman Khan and his pro-
duction company Salman Khan Films 
(SKF) on Monday issued a statement 

warning to fans as well as aspiring 
actors against false casting calls.

The production banner, known for 
backing films such as “Chillar Party”, 
“Bajrangi Bhaijaan” and “Bharat”, said 
they have not hired any casting agents 
for their future movies.

“This is to clarify that neither Mr 
Salman Khan nor Salman Khan Films 
are casting for any film currently. We 
have not hired any casting agents for 
any of our future films. Please do not 
trust any emails or messages received 
by you for this purpose,” the statement 
read.

“Legal action will be taken if any 
party is found falsely using Mr Khan’s 
or SKF’s name in any unauthorised 
manner,” it added.

Salman’s last big-screen release was 
“Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan”, which is 
available for streaming on ZEE5. His 
next theatrical outing is Yash Raj Films 
“Tiger 3”.

Salman Khan, production house 
SFK warn acting aspirants 
against fake casting call
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NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday launched a 
blistering attack on the oppo-
sition assembly in Bengaluru 
saying that democracy for the 
parties gathered in Karnataka’s 
capital, meant an arrangement 
“of the family, for the family, by 
the family and not of the people, 
for the people, by the people”.

Describing the gathering of 26 
opposition parties in Bengaluru 
as “bhrashtachaar ki dukaan (a 
shop of corruption),” the PM 
said, “In this shop, two prod-
ucts are guaranteed -- poison 
of casteism and unprecedented 
corruption.”

Speaking at the inauguration 
of an integrated airport termi-
nal in Port Blair, through virtu-
al mode, the PM tore into the 
opposition parties gathered in 
Karnataka to strategise against 
the ruling BJP for the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections.

“Look at the multiple faces 
these people (opposition par-
ties) are wearing. When they 

appear in one camera frame, 
what comes to people’s minds 
is their standing for corrup-
tion worth lakhs of crores. 
People are saying that ‘Kattar 
bhrashtachari sammelaan’ (a 
seminar of the super corrupt) 
is going on in Bengaluru,” the 
PM said, adding that the only 
product guarantee the opposi-
tion can offer is scams of Rs 20 
lakh crore.

The PM also attacked the non-
BJP parties assembled in Ben-
galuru saying the assembly was 
according special importance to 
the corrupt.

“Another speciality of this 
meeting is -- if anyone is on bail 
for corruption, they get more 
respect. If an entire family is 
out on bail they get even great-
er respect. If a sitting minister 
goes to jail for corruption he is a 

special invitee; if someone has 
been convicted of defaming a 
community they are extended 
a special welcome. They seek 
guidance from corruption con-
victs,” the PM said in veiled jibes 
on the Gandhi family, RJD chief 
Lalu Yadav and DMK chief MK 
Stalin whose ministers are being 
raided by the ED for graft.

The PM also slammed the 
opposition saying their sole 
ideology is “personal and family 
welfare rather than the welfare 
of the country”.

“Democracy normally means 
an arrangement of the people, 
for the people and by the 
people. But for these dynasts, 
the mantra is of the family, for 
the family and by the family. 
Family first, nation nothing. 
Their sole motive is family wel-
fare,” alleged the PM holding 
the opposition responsible for 
failure to unleash the potential 
of India’s youth who are now 
scripting a revolution in the start-
up industry.

‘For opposition, democracy means of the family, 
for the family, by the family’, PM Modi tears into 

Bengaluru assembly

Former Kerala CM Oommen 
Chandy passes away at 79

BENGALURU, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Senior Con-
gress leader Oommen 
Chandy, who served 
as the chief minister of 
Kerala twice, died in 
Bengaluru in the early 
hours of Tuesday, his 
family said.

He was 79.
The death of the former 

Kerala chief minister 
was announced by his 
son, Chandy Oommen, 
in a Facebook post.

“Appa has passed 
away”, Oommen wrote 
on his Facebook page, 

without elaborating.
The Kerala govern-

ment has announced 
Tuesday as a public 
holiday and two days’ 
mourning as a mark 
of respect to the late 
former chief minister.

Congress sources 
said Chandy died at a 
private hospital at 4.25 
am while undergoing 
treatment for cancer.

Chandy, who had not 
been keeping well for 
quite some time, was 
staying in Bengaluru for 
treatment.

He was the chief min-
ister twice for a total 
of seven years (2004–
2006 and again from 
2011–2016).

Chandy had also 
served as Minister of 
Labour, Home, and 
Finance in various gov-
ernments headed by K 
Karunakaran and AK 
Antony. He also served 
as the Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Kerala 
Assembly.

Representing Puth-
uppally constituency, 
Chandy served as the 
MLA for more than half 
a century setting the 
record for the longest 
tenure.

Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan, 
Assembly Speaker AN 
Shamseer, Leader of 
Opposition in the State 
Assembly VD Sath-
eesan, Union Minister 
V Muraleedharan, and 
leaders of various politi-
cal parties condoled 
Chandy’s demise.

Was speaking at the inauguration of an integrated airport terminal in Port Blair, 
through virtual mode

The Kerala government has announced Tuesday as a 
public holiday and two days’ mourning as a mark of 

respect to the late former chief minister

NEW DELHI, Jul 
18 (Agencies): The 
Supreme Court will hear 
on Friday Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi’s 
petition challenging the 
Gujarat High Court’s 
order refusing to stay his 
conviction in the ‘Modi 
surname defamation 
case’.

A Bench led by Chief 
Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud on Tues-
day agreed to take up 
Gandhi’s petition chal-
lenging the Gujarat High 
Court’s July 7 verdict 
after senior counsel 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
mentioned it for urgent 
listing.

Following a Surat 
court’s March 23 ver-
dict convicting him in 
the defamation case 
and giving him two-year 
imprisonment, Gandhi–
elected to the Lok 
Sabha from Wayanad 
in Kerala in 2019--was 
disqualified as an MP 

under the Representa-
tion of the People Act. 
A stay on his conviction 
would pave the way for 
his reinstatement as an 
MP.

Noting that Gandhi 
was already facing 10 
criminal cases across 
India, Justice Hemant 
Prachchhak of the 
Gujarat High Court had 
on July 7 said there was 
no reasonable ground to 
stay the conviction and 
the magisterial court’s 
order was “just, proper 
and legal”.

However, even after 
dismissal of his plea for 
stay of conviction by the 
sessions court, Rahul 
Gandhi will not go to jail 
as his sentence remains 
suspended.

The high court had 
noted that Gandhi, while 
addressing a poll rally 
where he made the con-
troversial remark, took 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s name in his 
speech to “add sensa-
tion” and with an inten-
tion to “affect the result” 
of the 2019 Lok Sabha 

election.
However, Gandhi 

submitted before the 
top court that if the 
impugned judgement 
was not stayed, it would 
lead to “throttling of free 
speech, free expres-
sion, free thought, and 
free statement” and it 
would contribute to the 
“systematic, repetitive 
emasculation of demo-
cratic institutions and 
the consequent stran-
gulation of democracy 
which would be gravely 
detrimental to the politi-
cal climate and future of 
India”.

BJP MLA and former 
minister in Gujarat gov-
ernment Purnesh Modi 
had filed a criminal def-
amation case against 
Gandhi over his “How 
come all thieves have 
Modi as the common 
surname?” remark made 
during an election rally 
at Kolar in Karnataka on 
April 13, 2019.

A metropolitan mag-
istrate’s court in Surat 
had on March 23 sen-
tenced Rahul Gandhi to 
two-year jail term after 
convicting him under 
sections 499 and 500 
(criminal defamation) 
of the IPC in the case. 
Gandhi challenged the 
order in a sessions court 
in Surat, which remains 
pending. While granting 
him bail, the sessions 
court on April 20 refused 
to stay the conviction, 
following which, he had 
moved the High Court 
where he failed to get a 
favourable order.

The Congress leader 
moved the top court on 
July 15 against the high 
court’s order, arguing 
that his comment was a 
part of a political speech 
made during the 2019 
Lok Sabha campaign 
and that there was no 
intention to defame the 
complainant.

Supreme Court to hear Rahul Gandhi’s appeal against 
Gujarat High Court verdict in defamation case on July 21

VARANASI (UP), Jul 
18 (Agencies): One 
person was killed and 
another was seriously 
injured when a motor-
cycle fell from a flyover 
above on top of their car 
in Ganjari area of Shiv-
pur here, police said on 
Tuesday.

The incident occurred 
on Sunday night when 
a couple allegedly per-
forming stunts on a 
motorcycle on the fly-
over lost control and 
fell on the two-wheeler 
passing underneath, 
SHO Shivpur Baijnath 
Singh said.

According to eyewit-
nesses, a young couple 
was shooting a video 
while performing a stunt 
on the flyover.

A Railway engineer, 
Sarvesh (25), suffered 

head injuries and died 
on the spot, while his 
friend Aditya Verma -- 
also travelling in the car 
-- was admitted to a pri-
vate hospital with seri-
ous injuries, Singh said.

Soon after the acci-
dent, the couple aban-
doned the bike and 
fled from the spot, the 
officer said. A case has 
been registered against 
unknown persons, he 

said, adding efforts are 
on to identify the culprits 
with the help of chassis 
number of the bike. The 
bike was without a reg-
istration number, Singh 
added.

Sarvesh was posted 
in the electricity depart-
ment of East Central 
Railway in Prayagraj 
and was going to the 
market with Aditya, 
police said.

1 killed, another seriously 
injured after bike falls on 
car from flyover above while 
performing stunts

THANE, Jul 18 (Agencies): 
Police have registered a case 
against three persons for alleg-
edly beating to death a 49-year-
old man after a dispute in Maha-
rashtra’s Thane district, an offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The incident took place at 
around 1 am on Monday when 
the victim while walking acci-
dentally pushed the accused 
in Vitthalwadi locality of Ulhas-
nagar, he said.

The accused got angry and 

allegedly beat up the man 
severely, the official said quot-
ing a complaint filed by the vic-
tim’s son.

On Monday morning, the vic-
tim’s son received a phone call 
from his father saying some 
people beat him up and he was 
in a hospital.

The complainant then took his 
father to a government hospital 
in Ulhasnagar, but as the victim 
had breathing problems, he was 
rushed to a civic-run hospital in 

Kalwa area.
As there was no oxygen bed 

available there, the victim was 
rushed to the KEM Hospital in 
neighbouring Mumbai where 
he vomitted and doctors later 
declared him dead, according 
to the FIR.

The victim’s son subsequently 
filed a police complaint against 
the three accused.

The police said an acquain-
tance of the deceased informed 

his son that he had seen the 
three accused beating up the 
victim severely.

Based on the complaint, the 
police early Tuesday morning 
registered a case against the 
three accused under Indian 
Penal Code Sections 302 
(murder) and 34 (common inten-
tion), the official said.

No arrest was made so far, he 
said, adding a probe was on into 
the case.

Man beaten to death in Thane; murder case 
registered against 3 persons THANE, Jul 18 (Agen-

cies): At least four per-
sons were killed and 
eight others injured 
when a speeding con-
tainer truck hit a jeep in 
which they were travel-
ling in Maharashtra’s 
Thane district on Tues-
day, police said.

The truck coming from 
the opposite direction hit 
the jeep following which 
the vehicle got dragged 
for about 100 metres 

and overturned, an offi-
cial from the police con-
trol room said.

The accident took 
place at around 6.30 
am amid heavy rain-
fall at Khadoli turning 
in Padgha area of Bhi-
wandi taluka, an official 
from Padgha police sta-
tion told agency.

Four persons died 
on the spot and eight 
others, including the 
jeep driver, were injured, 

the control room official 
said.

After getting infor-
mation, some locals 
reached the spot and 
rushed the injured per-
sons to the IGM Hospital 
in Bhiwandi and a civic-
run hospital in Kalwa, 
the police said.

The bodies were sent 
to a government hospi-
tal for postmortem, they 
said.

4 persons killed, 8 injured as truck 
hits jeep in Maharashtra’s Thane

GHAZIABAD, Jul 18 (Agencies): A nine-month-old 
child died after he fell into a bucket half-filled with 
water in the Kaushambi area of Ghaziabad.

“The child wandered into the bathroom of the house 
while his mother was sleeping. He accidently fell into 
a bucket half-filled with water, and died, said Manish, 
father of the child. His mother woke up after nearly an 
hour, and found the baby missing. She then rushed to 
the bathroom looking for the child, and found him lying 
motionless in the bucket.

She immediately rushed the child to a nearby hospi-
tal, where he was declared dead.

9-month-old dies after 
falling into bucket of 
water in Ghaziabad

MANGALURU, Jul 18 (Agencies): A construction 
worker was killed following a tussle with a fellow 
labourer over some work-related issues at Katapady 
in Udupi district, police sources said on Tuesday.

Ganesh (50) from Odisha was engaged in a con-
struction work near the Katapady-Shirva road.

Sources said the two labourers had engaged in a 
fracas over some work-related issue on Monday night. 
Ganesh was seriously injured in the clash that fol-
lowed. Though he was rushed to hospital by fellow-
labourers, he died on the way.

The accused labourer is absconding and the police 
have launched a search for him, they said.

Labourer from 
Odisha killed after 
fight in KarnatakaPATHANKOT, Jul 18 

(Agencies): A woman 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
officer was seriously 
injured after being alleg-
edly attacked by a mess 
worker at her official 
residence in Pathankot 
district of Punjab, police 
said on Tuesday.

They said the accused 
gained entry into the 
officer’s house Monday 
night and intended to 
commit robbery.

The officer, a Squad-
ron Leader, was asleep 
and woke up when she 
heard some noises. 
She tried to confront 
the intruder but he 

attacked her with a 
knife, causing her mul-
tiple injuries, Pathankot 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police Harkamalpreet 
Singh Khakh said.

The accused, identi-
fied as Makhan Singh, 
was arrested with the 

help of CCTV footage, 
he said.

The woman officer 
was alone in the home 
during the time of the 
incident, Khakh said.

Another woman IAF 
officer, living in an 
adjoining quarter, who 

went to the victim’s resi-
dence found her in an 
injured condition and 
called for assistance, 
the police official said.

She was rushed to 
a hospital and later 
referred to Army’s Com-
mand Hospital in Hary-
ana’s Chandimandir, he 
said.

The accused was 
apprehended and 
charged with attempt 
to murder, the SP said, 
adding further investiga-
tion in the case is on.

Police said the 
accused lived near the 
house of the victim.

Woman air force officer attacked by mess 
worker in Punjab’s Pathankot, hospitalised
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WASHINGTON, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): There is no indication 
that the Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan or those living along 
the border with Afghanistan 
are guilty of acts of terrorism, 
the White House has said after 
Islamabad accused them of 
creating instability.

The remarks by White House 
National Security Spokesper-
son John Kirby came two days 
after Pakistan’s Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif said that 
allowing Afghan refugees to 
settle in Pakistan was a grave 
mistake amid a spike in terror-
ist attacks on the country.

“The current situation has 
raised significant concerns 
about the facilities provided to 
the Afghan refugees,” Asif said, 
adding Pakistan has suffered 
the consequences of sheltering 
and hosting the Afghan refu-
gees. He also accused Afghan 
nationals involved in terrorist 
activities.

“(We are) seeing no indica-
tion that Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan or along that border 
are guilty of acts of terrorism,” 

Kirby told reporters at a news 
conference here on Monday.

Kirby said the US is grate-
ful to Pakistan for the incred-
ible generosity that they have 
extended to so many Afghans 
who are just looking for a safe 
and secure place to be.

“And we’ll continue to work 
with Pakistan as we have 
on their legitimate terrorism 
threats and their challenges in 
counterterrorism,” he said.

“I mean the President’s been 
clear that we’re going to take 
seriously our ability to improve 
our over-the-horizon counter-
terrorism capability, and we’ll 

use it effectively as we need to 
use it,” Kirby said in response 
to a question. 

Asif on Saturday said: the pre-
vious government led by Imran 
Khan made serious errors 
during its tenure, committing 
crimes against the state.

“Over 300,000 people have 
been brought here, with 
500,000 Afghan migrants 
already present,” he said.

The Pakistan Army’s top 
brass on Monday said that 
sanctuaries and latest weap-
ons available to the banned 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) terrorists in a “neigh-

bouring country” is one of the 
reasons behind the spike in 
recent terrorist attacks, in a 
veiled reference to the Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan.

During the 258th Corps Com-
manders’ Conference presided 
over by Army chief General 
Asim Munir, the top generals 
also vowed to fully support the 
strategic initiatives of the gov-
ernment for the revival of the 
economy by providing all possi-
ble technical and management 
assistance for the overall well-
being of the people of Pakistan.

“The sanctuaries and liberty 
of action available to the ter-
rorists of proscribed TTP and 
other groups of that ilk in a 
neighbouring country and 
availability of latest weapons 
to the terrorists were noted as 
major reasons impacting the 
security of Pakistan,” the army 
said in a statement.

Though not named, the 
neighbouring country was 
Afghanistan which was blamed 
by Pakistan last week for tol-
erating the outlawed TTP on 
its soil.

No indication that Afghan refugees in Pak guilty of 
acts of terrorism: White House

THE HAGUE, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Dutch elec-
tric bike maker Van-
Moof, whose popular-
ity earned it the name 
“Tesla of e-bikes” but 
has faced financial 
problems, has been 
declared bankrupt by 
a court, the company 
said Tuesday.

The company had 
raised $128 million in 
September 2021 in 
an effort to expand 
as it rode a boom in 
the e-bike sector after 
the Covid pandem-
ic prompted people 
to seek alternatives 

means of transporta-
tion.

But it has struggled 
since then, with Dutch 
media saying it was 
plagued by bad public-
ity as bikes broke down 
frequently and repairs 
took too long.

The Amsterdam firm 
lost almost 80 million 
euros ($90 million) in 
2021 and the same 
figure last year, accord-
ing to financial daily Het 
Financieele Dagblad 
(FD).

An Amsterdam court 
granted the company 
a stay of payment last 

week after VanMoof 
filed for protection from 
creditors.

But the firm said the 
court withdrew the sus-
pension of payment pro-
ceeding of VanMoof’s 
Dutch legal entities on 
Monday and “declared 
these entities bankrupt.”

VanMoof added that its 
legal entities outside the 
Netherlands are not in 
insolvency proceedings.

Two administrators 
were appointed as trust-
ees.

The trustees “are 
investigating the possi-
bilities of a re-start out of 
bankruptcy by means of 
an asset sale to a third 
party, so that the activi-
ties of VanMoof can be 
continued,” the compa-
ny said in a statement.

VanMoof’s bikes, 
which are sold in 20 
countries, are known 
for their sleek, simplis-
tic design with a battery 
hidden in the frame. Its 
bikes cost several thou-
sand euros.

E-Bike Firm ‘VanMoof’ In 
Netherlands Declared Bankrupt

Remarks come two days after Pakistan’s Defence Minister said that allowing Afghan 
refugees to settle in Pakistan was grave mistake

LONDON/ROME, Jul 
18 (Agencies): Soar-
ing summer tempera-
tures across southern 
Europe could prompt 
a lasting shift in tourist 
habits, with more trav-
ellers choosing cooler 
destinations or taking 
their holidays in spring 
or autumn to dodge 
the extreme heat, tour-
ism bodies and experts 
predict.

European Travel 
Commission (ETC) 
data shows the number 
of people hoping to 
travel to the Mediterra-
nean region in June to 
November has already 
fallen 10% compared to 
last year, when scorch-
ing weather led to 
droughts and wildfires.

Destinations like the 
Czech Republic, Den-
mark, Ireland and Bul-
garia have meanwhile 
seen a spike in interest.

“We anticipate that 
unpredictable weather 
conditions in the future 
will have a greater 
impact on travellers’ 
choices in Europe,” said 
Miguel Sanz, the head 
of the ETC.

A report by the trade 
body also shows 7.6% 
of travellers now see 
extreme weather events 
as a major concern for 
trips between June and 
November.

Among them are 
Anita Elshoy and her 
husband, who returned 
home to Norway from 
their favourite vacation 
spot of Vasanello, a 
village north of Rome, 
a week earlier than 
planned this month as 
temperatures reached 
around 35C.

“(I) got a lot of pain 
in the head, legs and 
(my) fingers swelled 
up and I became more 
and more dizzy,” Elshoy 
said of her heat-related 
symptoms. “We were 
supposed to be there 
for two weeks, but we 
couldn’t (stay) because 
of the heat.”

NO CANCELLA-
TIONS YET

Demand for travel 
has soared again this 
summer as tourists 
leave behind years of 
pandemic restrictions, 

and travel companies 
say the heat hasn’t 
caused many cancella-
tions - yet.

Britons in particular 
have booked fewer 
holidays at home and 
more in the Mediter-
ranean, often many 
months in advance, as 
they continue to crave 
post-lockdown beach 
escapes, said Sean 
Tipton of British travel 
agent group ABTA.

But that balance could 
shift as heatwaves are 
set to become more 
gruelling. Scientists 
have long warned that 
climate change, caused 
by CO2 emissions from 
burning fossil fuels, will 
make weather events 
more frequent, severe 
and deadly.

Meteorologists predict 
that temperatures in the 
coming week may sur-
pass Europe’s current 
record of 48.8 degrees 
Celsius (119.84 Fahr-
enheit), set in Sicily in 
August 2021, raising 
fears of a repetition of 
last year’s heat deaths.

Stories of tourists 
being airlifted off Ital-
ian beaches or ferried 
away in ambulances 
from Athens’ Acropolis 
have flooded European 
media in recent weeks.

“Our recent research 
indicates a decline in 
the number of people 
interested in travelling in 
August, the peak month, 
while more Europeans 
are considering autumn 
trips,” Sanz said.

SHIFTS IN SOUTH-
ERN EUROPE

Tourists in Rome told 
agency they would think 
twice about booking a 
trip there again in July 
as they struggled to 
drink enough water, stay 
cool and find air-condi-
tioned spots to rest.

“I would come when 
it’s colder. Only June, 
April,” said Dalphna 
Niebuhr, an American 
tourist on holiday with 
her husband in Rome 
this week, who said the 
heat was making her 
visit “miserable.”

That’s bad news for 
Italy’s economy, which 
thrives on busy summer 

traffic.
Italy’s Environment 

Ministry warned in a 
report this year that 
foreign tourists would 
in future travel more in 
the spring and autumn 
and choose cooler des-
tinations.

“The balance will be 
negative, also because 
part of the Italian tour-
ists will contribute to 
the flow of international 
tourism to less hot coun-
tries,” the report said.

Some hope that the 
change will simply be 
a shift in traffic, not a 
reduction.

In Greece, where 
international air arrivals 
were up 87.5% year-on-
year between January 
and March, overcrowd-
ing in the summer has 
plagued tourist hot 
spots like the island of 
Mykonos.

Increased travel in 
the winter, spring and 
autumn months could 
ease that problem and 
make up for a poten-
tial summer slowdown, 
according to the Greek 
environment ministry.

Greek authorities 
closed Athens’ ancient 
Acropolis during the 
hottest part of the day 
on Friday to protect 
tourists.

In Spain, high vacation 
demand is expected in 
coastal destinations in 
the north of the country 
and on Spanish tourist 
islands, where summer 
temperatures tend to 
be cooler, according to 
a report from national 
tourism association 
Exceltur.

Spaniards Daniel 
Otero and Rebeca 
Vazquez, who were vis-
iting Bilbao, said they 
might move their holiday 
to June next year, when 
it would be cooler and 
more comfortable.

For Elshoy, summers 
in southern Europe 
may be a thing of the 
past. She said she will 
consider holidaying in 
her home country of 
Norway instead, adding: 
“I don’t want to have a 
holiday where I have a 
headache and am dizzy 
again.”

Soaring Summer Temperatures 
In Europe Sends Tourists To 
Cooler Climates SAN FRANCISCO, 

Jul 18 (Agencies): The 
Threads and Twitter 
drama is far from over. 
Head honchos of both 
social media organisa-
tions continue to make 
statements about one 
another, with Twitter 
owner Elon Musk not 
being subtle in his dis-
pleasure over the simi-
larities between the two 
apps. Now, Elon Musk 
has accused Threads 
of copying Twitter [once 
again] after Instagram 
head Adam Mosseri’s 
announcement about 
implementing rate limits 
on Threads was shared 
online.

Mosseri posted on 
Threads, “Spam attacks 
have increased, so we 
need to tighten things 
like rate limits, which 

may unintentionally 
limit active users (false 
positives). If you are 
affected by these pro-
tections, please let us 
know.” Later, when a 
user tweeted a screen-
shot of Mosseri’s post, 
Musk responded with 
“Lmaooo” and “Copy” 
with a cat emoji.  The 
announcement about 

Threads comes just 
weeks after Twitter 
made an announcement 
regarding the implemen-
tation of rate limits on its 
platform. The decision 
was attributed to data 
scraping activities by 
emerging AI startups, 
according to Elon Musk.

Sharing a screenshot 
of Adam Mosseri’s 

announcement, one 
user said, “It’s even 
more over than previ-
ously thought possible.”

To this Elon Musk 
replied, “Lmaoo. Copy 
[cat emoji].”

Before this, Elon Musk 
taunted Mark Zucker-
berg for his absence 
on Threads and shared 
that the Meta CEO 
“doesn’t seem to care 
about his new product” 
Threads. In response 
to Musk’s tweet, within 
24 hours, Mark Zucker-
berg shared a new post 
on Threads featuring a 
picture of himself surfing 
on a lake. The caption 
accompanying the post 
read, “Calm morning on 
the lake before another 
big week ahead.”

When a screenshot 
of  Mark Zuckerberg’s 

Threads post was 
shared on Twitter, Elon 
Musk said, “He’s really 
burning the midnight oil 
lol.”

Meanwhile, initially, 
Twitter had permitted 
paid users to access 
up to 6,000 posts per 
day, while unverified 
users had a restriction 
of 600 posts. However, 
these limitations were 
subsequently modified 
to allow only verified 
accounts a maximum of 
10,000 posts, unverified 
accounts up to 1,000 
posts, and new, unveri-
fied accounts limited to 
500 posts.

However, now, Elon 
Musk has announced 
that verified users will 
now have a limit of 
15,000 viewable posts.

Threads Limits User Activity Due To Spam 
Attacks, Elon Musk Calls It Copycat

LONDON, Jul 18 (Agencies): Efforts to 
vaccinate children worldwide against deadly 
diseases such as measles and diptheria 
began to recover in 2022 after a historic 
backslide caused by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, according to new figures from the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

But the recovery remains uneven, with 
strong bouncebacks in large lower-middle 
income countries such as India and Indo-
nesia masking ongoing problems in many 
smaller and poorer countries, the agencies 
said in a statement released on Tuesday.

In 2022, 20.5 million children missed out 
on one or more routine childhood vaccines, 
down from 24.4 million children in 2021. 
Despite the progress, the numbers are still 
higher than in 2019, when 18.4 million chil-
dren were not fully protected.

The numbers are estimated from 183 coun-
tries, using data based on the take-up of the 
three-dose diptheria, tetanus and pertussis 
(whooping cough) jab, and include children 
who got no vaccines at all as well as those 
who missed any of the doses necessary for 
protection.

Globally, coverage rates were at 86% pre-

pandemic, and 84% in 2022.
WHO Director-General Tedros Adha-

nom Ghebreyesus said the numbers were 
“encouraging”, but there were concerns the 
most vulnerable were being left behind.

“When countries and regions lag, children 
pay the price,” he said.

Of the 73 countries that saw substantial 
declines in routine coverage during the 
pandemic, 34 - including countries such as 
Angola to Syria - have seen no improve-
ment since or even got worse. Fifteen have 
recovered to pre-pandemic levels, and 24 
were on the route to recovery, the WHO and 
UNICEF said.

The agencies also warned that measles 
vaccinations have not recovered as quickly, 
with 21.9 million children globally missing 
their first dose in 2022 - 2.7 million more 
than in 2019 - and 13.3 million their second. 
In low-income countries, coverage rates for 
measles actually continued to decline last 
year, to 66% compared with 67% in 2021, 
said Kate O’Brien, WHO head of immuniza-
tion. Measles outbreaks are already on the 
rise.

“When children are not vaccinated, that 
means they are not immune to life-threat-
ening diseases,” O’Brien told Reuters in an 
interview. “Children are going to die.

Only rates of the HPV vaccination, which 
prevents cervical cancer, have recovered to 
pre-pandemic levels. But they remain below 
the 90% target, at 67% in the high-income 
countries and 55% in the low and middle-
income countries where the shot has been 
introduced.

Alongside Gavi, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and other partners, the WHO 
and UNICEF launched a push earlier this 
year to help countries catch-up on childhood 
vaccination.

Post-Covid Childhood Vaccination Rates Rise 
But At Selective Places: UN

MOSCOW, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Russian 
forces have downed 28 
Ukrainian drones over 
Crimea overnight, Mos-
cow’s defence ministry 
and a local official said 
on Tuesday.

Seventeen drones 
sent by Ukraine’s 
forces overnight were 

“destroyed” and anoth-
er 11 were “suppressed” 
by electronic means, 
Russia’s defence minis-
try said in a statement.

It said there were no 
casualties or damage.

Crimea’s Russian-
installed governor 
Sergei Aksyonov said on 
Telegram that 28 drones 

had been downed or 
destroyed during the 
night.

“There are no victims,” 
he said.

Drone attacks in 
Crimea have increased 
in recent weeks as 
Ukraine wages a coun-
ter-offensive against 
Russian forces.

Russia annexed 
Crimea from Ukraine in 
2014, a move not rec-
ognised by the interna-
tional community.

Kyiv has repeatedly 
said it plans to take back 
the peninsula.

Waterborne drones 
struck the sole bridge 
connecting Russia to 

Crimea on Monday, in a 
deadly attack on a vital 
supply route claimed 
by Ukraine’s security 
services. The explosion 
hit the Kerch bridge, a 
major conduit for Rus-
sia’s troops in Ukraine, 
just hours before a cru-
cial deal to export Ukrai-
nian grain was to expire.

Russia Shoots Down 28 Drones Sent Over 
Crimea By Ukraine
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Ganderbal, Bandipora, 
Kulgam to get Cinema 
halls in September: LG 

Manoj Sinha
 “In September this year, Bandipora, Gan-

derbal and Kulgam districts will get Cinema 
halls too,” he said. Pertinently, in Srinagar 
a Cinema is already functional.

The LG said that peace was imperative 
for development and promotion of art. 
“Nothing can happen without peace. Today, 
one can see youth enjoying ice-cream at 
the Jehlum river front and at the same time 
enjoying playing and listening to music. Art 
knows no boundaries and can soothe the 
nerves,” he said. “I am happy to see art 
flourishing on all fronts in Kashmir.”

First batch of hajj pil-
grims arrives at Srinagar 

airport
already made arrangements regarding 

various issues relating to the arrival of Hajj 
flights.

This year around 12,067 pilgrims includ-
ing 6,698 men and 5,369 women had left 
for the holy pilgrimage. Additionally, 111 
women without Mahram also performed 
the Hajj this year.

Shopian terrorist attack 
| J&K Police attaches 

Shopian SHO to Anant-
nag’s RPHQ

This was the third attack on non-locals 
and minorities in Kashmir this year.

On February 26, a Kashmiri Pandit work-
ing as a security guard at a bank was shot 
dead by terrorists at Achen in south Kash-
mir’s Pulwama district.

Over three months later on May 29, 
Deepu, a resident of Udhampur, who 
was working at a private circus mela at 
an amusement park , was shot dead near 
Jagland Mandi in Anantnag town.

Since the abrogation of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status in 2019, there 
have been a series of attacks on minor-
ity community members and non locals in 
the Valley.

Drug abuse challenge in 
border areas, significant 
work done to curb it: SSP 

Baramulla
lenient, so it would be better for them to 

refrain from their illegal activities,” he told 
reporters on the sidelines of a free medi-

cal camp organised in Silikote village, a 
forward area in Uri sector.

The north Kashmir Police Range, headed 
by Deputy Inspector General of Police 
(DIG) Vivek Gupta, on Tuesday reached 
out to the locals of Silikote village and 
organised a free medical camp for the vil-
lagers.

“This medical camp is a part of the Gov-
ernment of India’s border outreach pro-
gram in which officials from various gov-
ernment departments visit different border 
areas to meet with the locals and discuss 
their issues and concerns. Today’s medi-
cal camp was organized under the same 
program,” SSP Baramulla said.

He said the objective of this camp was 
to deliver an important health message 
to the people living in the forward area 
and address the health issues people are 
facing here.

“Doctors and experts are present at 
the camp to provide their opinions and 
immediate treatment if any medical condi-
tions require special attention. In case of 
severe health issues, referrals will be made 
accordingly,” he said.

The SSP Baramulla said the purpose of 
holding a medical camp was to provide 
health-related information to the people 
and address their health concerns.

“Today’s camp has been very successful, 
and we are pleased that the people actively 
participated in this program,” he said.

Meanwhile, speaking about the strategies 
chalked out to curb the menace of drug  
abuse, the SSP Baramulla said the first 
strategy to address this problem was to 
crack down on the suppliers.

“We have registered 187 FIRs under the 
NDPS Act in the last six months and have 
apprehended around 318 drug peddlers. 
Among them, 34 are hardcore and habitual 
offenders who have been booked under the 
NDPS Public Safety Act (PSA),” he said.

The SSP said that the second part of the 
strategy was to tackle the demand side 
as well.

“To achieve this, we have implemented 
an ongoing awareness program to combat 
the drug menace. We also operate a drug 
de-addiction centre in Baramulla, and there 
are other centers in Srinagar and Anant-
nag,” Nagpure said.

He said the goal was to address the 
demand side while simultaneously reduc-
ing the supply as well.

“With the active cooperation of the people, 
we are optimistic that we will soon achieve 
success and declare Baramulla a drug-free 
district,” he said.

Landslide hits construc-
tion site in Udhampur six 

labourers rescued
National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) and SDRF teams along with police 
were deployed to trace out the missing 

labourer.
“Nine labourers were at the scene when 

the landslide struck. Out of two missing 
labourers, one was safely retrieved from 
under the debris while the search is on for 
another missing person,” he said.

Fraudster detained under 
PSA by Crime Branch 

Jammu
19 unemployed individuals, cheating 

them out of lakhs of rupees. Some of his 
associates have already been booked, 
while others are currently under investi-
gation.

In light of this development, the Crime 
Headquarters of Jammu and Kashmir has 
directed its various wings to take similar 
actions against repeat and habitual offend-
ers. They have also emphasized the need 
to expedite and conduct professional 
investigations into these cases to ensure 
justice is served promptly.

SIA conducts raids in three 
districts of south Kashmir in 
Sanjay Sharma killing case

“The searches are underway in Chakoo-
ra and Shirmal area of Shopian, Qaimoh 
area of Kulgam and main town Anantnag 
in South Kashmir,” he said.

He said these searches are being carried 
out in connection with investigation in the 
killing of Sanjay Sharma (Bank ATM guard) 
who was killed by terrorists in Achan Pul-
wama in February this year.

Police arrests 4 
Lashakr-E-Taiba Associ-

ates in Budgam
Gondipora Beerwah, Azhar Ahmad Mir 

of Chewdara Beerwah, Irfan Ahmad Sofi 
and Abrar Ahmad Malik- both residents of 
Arwah Beerwah.

“They were linked with proscribed terror 
outfit LeT,” police said.

They said incriminating materials have 
been recovered from their possession.

Police said a case under relevant sec-
tions of law has been registered at Police 
Station Beerwah and investigation has 
been taken up.

Court frames charges 
against former IAS offi-

cers in Roshni land scam
that accused may have committed the 

offences as mentioned in the charge sheet 
or no evidence is available to go for trial of 
the case”, adding “the court at this stage 
cannot decide the reliability of oral or docu-
mentary evidence assembled by Investiga-

tion Officer”.
“In the case in hand the investigation offi-

cer has assembled the evidence & it reveals 
that the state land was leased in favour of 
the Ashok Sharma & Bipin Sharma and 
the lease was extended up to 13.04.2008. 
.The accused is attorney holder of lessee. 
No revenue record is available to indicate 
the legal/illegal possession of accused. 
However, the leasee during the continu-
ation of lease period executed power of 
attorney in the month of December 2004 
in favour of accused and on strength of 
power of attorney claims the possession 
of the State land measuring 07 kanals 07 
marlas under Khasra No. 216 min, 217 
min & 218 min situated at Nursingh Ghar 
on main road Karan Nagar-Shaheed Gunj 
Srinagar”, the court said.

“The accused applied for bestowing the 
ownership right as per the provisions of 
State Land (Vesting of Ownership Right) 
Act. The price fixation committee headed 
by Khurshid Ahmad Ganie, the then Divi-
sional Commissioner Kashmir decided that 
leasee has created the third party interest 
over the leased property as such the case is 
not covered for vesting of ownership right. 
The same committee also sought guidance 
from the Administrative Department, which 
directed to proceed for resumption of the 
land under relevant provisions of law.

After three years the accused again filed 
a fresh application for vesting ownership 
rights of land in his favour and at that time 
the committee headed by Basharat Ahmad 
Dhar, the then Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir in the meeting held on 19.07.2007 
and 28.04.2007 relied upon the earlier 
report and decided to confer the vesting 
of ownership right of whole  land measur-
ing 07 kanal 07 marla at the rate of Rs 45 
lakh per kanal and the committee treated 
the property as commercial property and 
directed the applicant/accused to pay 60% 
of adopted amount which comes to Rs 
1,98,45,000 minus 25% rebate if payment 
made within the three months.

The committee did not make any refer-
ence to the earlier recommendation of the 
Govt for resumption of land & deliberately 
ignored the direction of the Government 
to give undue advantage to the accused. 
Moreover, the committee in violation 
of the provision of the act and decided 
to bestowed the ownership right to the 
accused.

The committee also in violation of the 
Section 4-1(a)(ii) State Land (Vesting of 
Ownership Rights to Occupants) Act rec-
ommended vesting of ownership right of 
whole land for which the accused was not 
entitled. As per that provision for interior 
roads like Shaheed Gunj – Karan Nagar 
Road 50 feet from the center of road 
cannot be considered for vesting owner-
ship right and portion of the land is within 
these parameters.

The price fixation committee headed 
by Mehboob Iqbal, the then Divisional 

Commissioner in the meeting held on 
09.08.2007 on the request of accused 
treated the land as residential category 
not commercial and assessed the amount 
payable under category of Rule 13(I)(iii)(a) 
for 02 kanals of land at the rate of 40% of 
adopted rate and for remaining 5 kanal 07 
marlas under category 13(I)(iii)(b) at the 
rate of 50% of adopted amount, so the total 
amount payable as per the committee was 
Rs 1,56,37,500 instead of Rs 1,98,45,000 
(minus rebate of 25% if paid within three 
months).

The change of the nature of land catego-
ry from commercial to residential caused 
loss to the tune of Rs 31,55,625 to the 
exchequer and corresponding gains to the 
accused. The same committee deducted 
more than 11 marlas of land in the case of 
K K Amila and 16 marlas of land in case 
of Mustafa Bachcha located at MA Road 
Srinagar in respect of land falling within 
ceiling limit— 75 feet from the center road, 
but the same standard was wilfully ignored 
in this case to give undue advantage to the 
accused.

The land of Dhar was treated as com-
mercial category to give undue benefit to 
the accused whose land was treated as 
residential category. It shows that accused 
by abuse of their official position bestowed 
undue benefit.

“The evidence assembled by the inves-
tigation agency on it’s face value reveals 
that the accused officers in league with 
accused beneficiary abused their official 
position and bestowed undue benefit by 
vesting ownership rights of prime State 
land”, the court said, adding “at this stage 
it cannot be said that there is no sufficient 
ground for proceeding against the accused 
persons and discharge is the only remedy”.

“Hence, the prima facie case is made 
out for framing the charge under Section 
120-B/RPC read with Section 5(1)(d)/5(2) 
of J&K PC Act against six accused and 
they have been charge-sheeted accord-
ingly”, the court said.

Woman killed, husband 
injured in Pampore 

road accident
Shahzada (42), wife of Mohammad Altaf 

and the injured Mohammad Altaf Ganaie 
(43) resident of Larev Kakapora, Pulwama. 
Police Khrew has registered a case in this 
regard.

Meanwhile, Five persons were injured 
in a road accident at Sub Division Tral in 
Pulwama district.

Locals told Kashmir Reader that Tata 
Sumo vehicle on the way to Tral from Doo-
dhmarg , met with an accident near GDC 
Tral, resulting in injuries to five passen-
gers. All the injured shifted to Sub District 
Hospital Tral for treatment where one lady 
refered to Bone and Joint hospital Srinagar 
for specialized treatment.
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Top News Report

DODA, Jul 18: District 
President Bharatiya 
Janata Party Doda Vijay 
Mohan Thakur congrat-
ulated Village Defence 
Gaurd Committee mem-
bers as their long pend-
ing demand of release 
of monthly remunera-
tions has been fulfilled 

today and the remuner-
ations of three months 
has been deposited in 
the accounts of all those 
VDG’s who has com-
peted their formalities in 
concerned department.

Thakur also requested 
to all V1, V2 to complete 
their formalities and 
submit in the concerned 
department as soon as 

possible.
Distr ict President 

Doda thanked the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
the Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha, 
Union Minister Dr. Jatin-
dra Singh, State Presi-
dent Ravinder Raina 
and State General Sec-
retary Sunil Sharma 
for historical decision 
of revival of VDCs by 
renaming them as 
VDGs and payment of 
Rs 4500 and Rs 4000 
per month to the V1 and 
V2.

“This was a long 
pending demand of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party,” 
Thakur said.

BJP congratulates Village 
Defence Gaurd 
Committee membersTop News Report

JAMMU, Jul 18: Nations 
Development Association 
(NDA) affiliated NYKS Jammu 
and Kashmir Under Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, Government 
of India  has geared up to start 
a range of activities  under Meri 
Mati Mera Desh Programme, 
even as in upcoming Tree Plan-
tation Drive 75 Tree will also be 
planted in Panchayat.

These activities are under 
the Supervisor of Sushil Singh 
Charak Chairman Nations 
Development Association 
(NDA) and Supported by Nisar 
Ahmed Butt, State Director, 
NYKS, J&K and Ladakh.

In this regard, the NDA volun-
teers and  Madhu Dollu Sec-
retary  today Online  Meeting  
Panchayat Seela-the adopted 
village of the College to orga-

nize a preliminary meeting with 
the people for the implementa-

tion of the Meri Mat Mera Desh 
Programme launched by Min-

istry of Youth Affairs & Sports, 
Government of India.

Sushil Singh Charak Chairman 
Nations Development Associa-
tion & convener of the meeting 
briefed the people about the 
programme and appealed for 
their maximum participation. 
Further, he informed that near 
about 75 saplings of indigenous 
nature will be planted as a part 
of the Programme preferably in 
a single cluster to be commonly 
known as “Amrit Vatika”.

Speaking on the occasion,  
Madhu Dollu Secretary Nations 
Development Association NDA, 
Tarvinder Singh,  Ripu Devi, 
Deenu Kumari, Neha Bhagat 
welcomed the Secretary and 
volunteers from NDA  and 
highlighted the importance of 
the Meri Mati Mera Desh Pro-
gramme of the government.

NDA gears up to start activities under ‘Meri Mati 
Mere Desh’ Programme

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Jul 18: In the 
series of the events during 
Azadi ka Amrut Kaal, during 
G20 Presidency of India for 
Shikshit Bharat and Sanga-
thit Bharat Abhiyaan, The 
Devika Literary Club of the 
college organised today  a 
book release function of the 
book of Adv. Dr. Sumer Kha-
juria.

The release was done by 
the Chief Guest and Patron 
Principal Prof.(Dr.) Romesh 
Kumar Gupta in presence 
of the senior staff of the col-
lege. The program was con-

vened by Dr. Pankaj Sharma 
Coordinator AKAM Cell and 
Devika Literary Club.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Guest  Prof. 
(Dr.) Romesh Kumar Gupta 
appreciated the efforts 
and scholarship of Adv. Dr. 
Sumer Khajuria for his Book 
titled Pride of Jammu and 
Kshmir with Complete Con-
stitution of India, Legal Audit 
Thereof that has been co-
authored by Adv. Anil Kha-
juria and Adv. Sunil Khajuria.

He said that every word 
written in the book has a 
proper evidential and argu-
ment based research and 

opined that this book will 
surely go in a long way to 

bring clarity to the readers 
and scholars regarding the 

topics included in the book.
Prior to this the programme 

started with the formal wel-
come by Dr. Pankaj Sharma, 
wherein he also laid a road 
forward for the discussion on 
the book.

It was followed by the delib-
eration on the book by the 
Author Dr. Sumer Khajuria.

Dr. Kajuria talked in detail 
about his book and also 
interacted with all pres-
ent regarding the various 
aspects of book and the 
ideas behind its origin.

After his address there was 
an open house interaction 
and question answer ses-
sion, which was responded 

very positively and open 
heartly by Dr. Sumer Kha-
juria.

The Program was attend-
ed by Prof. Babu Lal thakur, 
Prof. Romesh Kumar Atri, 
Dr. Naresh Sharma, Prof. 
Imtiaz Shahid, Prof. Samta 
Sharma, Dr. Ajay Sharma 
and Prof. Javed Sarver 
alongwith a  a number of 
other staff of the college.

At the end the vote of 
thanks was tendered by Prof. 
Samta Sharma, HOD His-
tory and Convener Heritage 
Club of the College.

Principal GDC Udhampur releases book of Advocate Sumer
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MUMBAI, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Equity 
benchmark indices 
Sensex and Nifty con-
tinued their record-
breaking rally on Tues-
day, reaching new all-
time high levels in early 
trade, amid fresh foreign 
fund inflows and buying 
in banking counters.

A positive trend in the 
US markets on Monday 
also contributed to the 
domestic benchmark 
indices optimism.

The 30-share BSE 
Sensex jumped 395.57 
points to reach its 
record intra-day peak 
of 66,985.50. The NSE 
Nifty climbed 99.8 
points to hit its all-time 
high of 19,811.25.

From the Sensex 
pack, IndusInd Bank, 
Axis Bank, HDFC Bank, 

ICICI Bank, Infosys, 
Hindustan Unilever, 
Maruti and Asian Paints 
were among the biggest 
gainers.

Bharti Airtel, Tech 
Mahindra, Titan, UltraT-
ech Cement, Tata Con-
sultancy Services and 
Tata Steel were among 
the laggards.

In Asian markets, 
Tokyo quoted in the 

green, while Seoul and 
Shanghai were trading 
lower.

The US markets 
ended in the positive 
territory on Monday.

Foreign Institutional 
Investors continued 
their buying activity as 
they bought equities 
worth Rs 73 crore on 
Monday, according to 
exchange data.

Sensex, Nifty touch record highs
The 30-share BSE Sensex jumps 395.57 points to reach 

its record intra-day peak of 66,985.50

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Adani Group chairman 
Gautam Adani on Tuesday 
addressed shareholders at the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
of Adani Enterprises, firmly 
dismissing allegations of fraud 
made against the ports-to-pow-
er conglomerate by US short-
seller Hindenburg Research.

Gautam Adani strongly refuted 
the claims made in the Hinden-
burg report and said it was an 
attempt to tarnish the reputation 
of the group.

He said the Hindenburg report, 
which raised concerns over 
Adani Group’s business prac-
tices and suggested regulatory 
failures, has been thoroughly 
investigated by an expert com-
mittee. The committee’s findings 
revealed no evidence of regula-
tory misconduct or any wrong-

doing on the part of the Adani 
Group, said the billionaire while 
addressing shareholders.

“The report was a combina-
tion of targeted misinformation 
and discredited allegations. The 
majority of them dating from 
2004 to 2015. They were all 
settled by the authorities at that 

time. This report was a deliber-
ate and malicious attempt aimed 
at damaging our reputation,” 
Gautam Adani said.

Adani expressed confidence 
in the company’s operations 
and highlighted the compre-
hensive compliance measures 
in place to ensure adherence 

to all regulatory requirements. 
He emphasised that the Hinden-
burg report’s allegations were 
baseless and driven by mali-
cious intent.

He added that the expert 
committee’s review validated 
the Adani Group’s commitment 
to transparency, integrity, and 
ethical business practices. It 
showcased that the allegations 
lacked substance and failed 
to provide any substantial evi-
dence to support their claims.

During the AGM, Gautam 
Adani assured shareholders 
that the Adani Group remains 
dedicated to sustainable growth, 
value creation, and contributing 
to the nation’s development.

He reiterated the company’s 
focus on expanding its portfo-
lio across diverse sectors while 
upholding the highest standards 
of corporate governance.

Adani Enterprises AGM: Hindenburg report an 
attempt to damage reputation, says Gautam Adani

Speaking at the Adani Enterprises annual general meeting, Gautam Adani refuted 
allegations made by US short-seller Hindenburg Research.

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Foxconn Industrial Inter-
net (FII), a subsidiary of iPhone 
maker Foxconn, has proposed 
an investment of Rs 8,800 crore 
to establish a supplementary 
manufacturing plant in Karna-
taka, according to the state’s 
Minister for Large and Medium 
Industries, M B Patil.

In a tweet, Patil said, Karna-
taka Welcomes Foxconn Indus-
trial Internet (FII) Company’s 
Mega Investment (Rs 8,800 
crore), Boosting Tech Sector 
and Job Opportunities (14000-
plus).”

During a high-level meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, Foxconn’s delegates, 
led by CEO Brand Cheng, pre-
sented their investment propos-
al, said Patil.

The plan entails creating an 
impressive 14,000 job oppor-
tunities and requires approxi-
mately 100 acres of land. To 
assess the available land, the 
FII delegates will visit Tumaku-
ru, particularly the Japan Indus-
trial Township near the district 
headquarters town.

Expressing enthusiasm for the 
investment, Patil affirmed that 

the Karnataka government is 
fully supportive and prepared 
to provide the necessary land 
for setting up the manufactur-
ing unit.

The 100 acres of land avail-
able in the Japanese Industrial 
Park near Tumakuru has been 
earmarked for this purpose. The 
FII, a global leader in network 
devices for IIoT-based smart 
manufacturing, aims to revo-
lutionise the tech industry by 
developing high-quality outer 
covers for iPhones, he added.

Information Technology Minis-
ter Priyank Kharge also attend-
ed the meeting, emphasizing 
the scope of FII’s operations. 
The FII’s supplementary plant 
will engage in manufacturing 
screens, outer coverings, and 

mechanical components essen-
tial for phones. It will comple-
ment the existing ‘end assem-
bly’ unit located in Devanahalli 
(ITIR).

The process of providing land 
to Foxconn for its mobile devic-
es manufacturing unit in Deva-
nahalli ITIR is nearing comple-
tion, according to Minister Patil’s 
statement last week.

The Taiwanese electronics 
manufacturing giant will be 
establishing its presence across 
approximately 300 acres, mark-
ing a significant milestone. Patil 
reiterated the importance of this 
venture, considering Foxconn’s 
prestigious reputation as an 
Apple phone manufacturer.

The initial phase of this project 
will attract an investment of $1 

billion (approximately Rs 8,400 
crore) and generate 50,000 
employment opportunities.

Foxconn’s recent decision to 
withdraw from a semiconductor 
joint venture with Vedanta made 
headlines. The company clari-
fied that the project, initiated in 
September of the previous year, 
was progressing too slowly.

Both sides recognised the 
challenges and gaps that hin-
dered smooth progress, along 
with external issues unrelated to 
the project, prompting the deci-
sion to part ways.

In subsequent discussions 
with the government, Foxconn 
expressed its interest in estab-
lishing multiple semiconductor 
fabrication lines in India. Further 
reports suggested that the com-
pany was exploring partnership 
deals with Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing Co (TSMC) 
and Japan’s TMH Group to 
acquire technology for setting 
up semiconductor fabrication 
units in India.

These potential collaborations 
are poised to bring advanced 
as well as legacy node chip 
manufacturing capabilities to 
the country.

Foxconn subsidiary proposes to invest Rs 8,800 
crore for new Karnataka manufacturing plant

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agencies): 
India has witnessed a sharp reduc-
tion in poverty, with nearly 135 million 
people – approximately 10 per cent of 
the country’s population – escaping 
poverty in the five-year period leading 
up to March 2021, according to a recent 
government report.

The report highlighted that Uttar 
Pradesh witnessed the highest number 
of people moving out of poverty, with 
343 million individuals, followed by the 
states of Bihar and Madhya Pradesh.

The study, which utilised the United 
Nations’ Multidimensional Poverty Index 
(MPI), revealed that rural areas expe-
rienced the most substantial decline in 
poverty levels.

The MPI is based on 12 key indicators 
including malnutrition, education, and 
sanitation, with individuals deprived in 
three or more areas classified as “MPI 
poor.”

Suman Bery, the vice-chairman of 
NITI Aayog, the government think-tank 
responsible for releasing the report, 
highlighted the significant role played 
by improvements in nutrition, years of 
schooling, sanitation and cooking fuel 
in combating poverty.

Sharp drop in poverty

Based on the 2019-21 National Family 
Health Survey, the report indicated a 
decline in the percentage of the popu-
lation living in poverty from 25 per cent 
in 2015/16 to 15 per cent in 2019-21.

The findings align with a recent report 
by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), which stated that 
the number of people living in multidi-
mensional poverty decreased to 16.4 
per cent of India’s population in 2021, 
a substantial drop from 55 per cent in 
2005.

The UNDP estimates also highlighted 
that the number of people living below 
the $2.15 per day poverty line had 
decreased to 10 per cent in India in 
2021.

Government’s role
The central government has imple-

mented measures to support the 
impoverished population, offering free 
food grain to approximately 800 mil-
lion people, which accounts for around 
57 per cent of the country’s 1.4 billion 
population.

Moreover, states have allocated sig-
nificant funds for subsidizing educa-
tion, healthcare, electricity, and other 
essential services.

India’s poverty shrinks by 
10% in 5 years; UP, Bihar 
see highest drop

NEW YORK, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): An experimental drug 
from Eli Lilly works best if 
Alzheimer’s patients are treat-
ed as early as possible, ideally 
before they develop symptoms 
of the brain-wasting disease, 
researchers said, in the latest 
promising development for 
treating the most common form 
of dementia.

The drug, donanemab, has 
been shown to slow progression 
of memory and thinking prob-
lems by about a third, but that 
rate doubles to 60% if the drug 
is started when patients are 
only mildly impaired, accord-
ing to new trial data presented 
at the Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference in 
Amsterdam.

The full analysis from the 
study involving more than 1,700 
patients showed that results 
were less robust for older, later-
stage patients as well as those 
with higher levels of a protein 
called tau that has been linked 
to Alzheimer’s disease progres-
sion.

The findings underscore that 
“earlier detection and diagno-
sis can really change the trajec-
tory of this disease,” said Anne 
White, president of neurosci-
ence at Lilly.

Lilly expects the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration to 
decide by the end of this year 
whether to approve donanem-
ab. It said submissions to other 
global regulators are underway, 
and most will be completed by 

year end.
Donanemab, like the recently 

approved Leqembi from Eisai 
and Biogen, is an intravenous 
antibody designed to remove 
deposits of a protein called 
beta amyloid from the brains of 
Alzheimer’s patients.

Referring to Lilly’s data 
released on Monday, Dr. 
Susan Kohlhaas, executive 
director of research & partner-
ships at Alzheimer’s Research 
UK, said, “These results pro-
vide further confirmation that 
removing amyloid from the 
brain can change the course 
of Alzheimer’s, and may help 
people affected by this devas-
tating disease if they’re treated 
at the right time.”

Side effects
Lilly’s study showed that brain 

swelling, a known side effect of 
amyloid-clearing antibodies, 
occurred in more than 40% of 
patients with a genetic predis-
position to develop Alzheimer’s.

The company had previously 
reported that 24% of the over-
all donanemab treatment group 
had brain swelling. Brain bleed-
ing occurred in 31% of the don-
anemab group and about 14% 
of the placebo group.

The deaths of three trial 
patients were linked to the treat-
ment, researchers reported.

“These side effects should not 
be taken lightly,” but most cases 
were manageable by monitoring 
with magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI) or stopping the drug, 
said study investigator Dr.

Liana Apostolova, professor in 
Alzheimer’s Disease research 
at Indiana University School of 
Medicine.

Doctors are likely to use “very 
stringent MRI safety screening 
while we treat these patients,” 
she said.

Lilly said donanemab’s treat-
ment effect continued to 
increase relative to placebo 
over the course of the 18-month 
trial, even for participants who 
had been taken off the drug 
after their levels of amyloid 
deposits fell significantly.

“At the end of the trial, the 
average patient had been with-
out drug for seven months and 
yet they continued to benefit,” 
White said.

She said the findings support 
the idea that donanemab can 
be stopped once amyloid is 
cleared from the brain.

“Some patients did not worsen 
significantly during the trial 
and on average progression 
of disease was slowed 4.4-7.5 
months over 18 months,” said 
Dr. Liz Coulthard, associate 
professor in dementia neurol-
ogy at the University of Bristol.

Lilly said in May that the study 
had met all of its goals, showing 
that donanemab slowed cogni-
tive decline by 29% compared 
to a placebo in people with mild 
cognitive impairment or mild 
dementia whose brains had 
deposits of two key Alzheimer’s 
proteins, beta amyloid and tau.

For high tau patients, don-
anemab was shown to slow 

disease progression by about 
17%, while the benefit was 35% 
for those with low-to-intermedi-
ate tau levels.

The full study results were 
also published in JAMA.

“Whether the harms of these 
drugs are balanced by their 
modest clinical benefits will 
ultimately require more data,” 
an editorial in JAMA alongside 
the study said.

The FDA this month granted 
standard approval to Leqembi, 
the first Alzheimer’s disease-
modifying treatment to achieve 
that goal, clearing the way for 
wider insurance coverage of 
the drug.

Both medications are also 
being studied in large trials to 
see if they have an impact on 
delaying onset of Alzheimer’s 
disease symptoms.

The latest study “gives me 
great hope” for the outcomes of 
those prevention trials, said Dr. 
Reisa Sperling, who directs the 
Center for Alzheimer Research 
and Treatment at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston.

More than 6 million Ameri-
cans are living with Alzheimer’s, 
according to the Alzheimer’s 
Association. More than 55 mil-
lion people worldwide have 
Alzheimer’s or other forms of 
dementia, according to the U.N. 
World Health Organization.

Shares of Lilly, which reached 
an all-time high near $469 in 
June, were nearly unchanged 
at $449.98 in midday trading on 
the New York Stock Exchange.

Experimental drug donanemab works best 
for Alzheimer’s patients treated as early as 
possible: Researchers

TEXAS, Jul 18 (Agencies): A team 
led by a neurodevelopment researcher 
from the University of Texas at Dallas 
has uncovered some of the most com-
pelling evidence to date showing par-
ents who talk to their newborns more 
boost their brain development.

Using MRI and audio recordings, the 
researchers demonstrated how care-
giver speech is related to newborn 
brain development in ways that sup-
port long-term language development. 
The work was published in Develop-
mental Cognitive Neuroscience’s print 
issue in June and online on April 11. Dr 
Meghan Swanson, an assistant pro-
fessor of psychology in the School of 
Behavioral and Brain Sciences, is the 
report’s principal author.

“This paper is a step toward under-
standing why children who hear more 
words go on to have better language 
skills and what process facilitates that 
mechanism,” Swanson said. “Ours is 
one of two new papers that are the first 
to show links between caregiver speech 
and how the brain’s white matter devel-
ops.”

White matter in the brain facilitates 
communication between various gray 
matter regions, where information pro-
cessing takes place in the brain.

The research included 52 infants from 
the Infant Brain Imaging Study (IBIS), 
a National Institutes of Health-funded 
Autism Center of Excellence proj-
ect involving eight universities in the 
U.S. and Canada and clinical sites in 
Seattle, Philadelphia, St. Louis, Minne-
apolis, and Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 
Home language recordings were col-
lected when children were 9 months old 
and again six months later, and MRIs 
were performed at 3 months old and 6 
months old, and at ages 1 and 2.

“This timing of home recordings was 
chosen because it straddles the emer-
gence of words,” Swanson said. “We 
wanted to capture both this prelinguistic, 
babbling time frame, as well as a point 
after or near the emergence of talking.” 

It’s long been known that an infant’s 
home environment—especially the 
quality of caregiver speech —directly 
influences language acquisition, but the 
mechanisms behind this are unclear. 
Swanson’s team imaged several areas 
of the brain’s white matter, focusing on 
developing neurological pathways.

“The arcuate fasciculus is the fiber 
tract that everyone in neurobiology 
courses learns is essential to producing 
and understanding language, but that 
finding is based on adult brains,” Swan-
son said. “In these children, we looked 
at other potentially meaningful fiber 
tracts as well, including the uncinate 
fasciculus, which has been linked to 
learning and memory.” The researchers 
used the images to measure fractional 
anisotropy (FA). This metric for the free-
dom or restriction of water movement 
in the brain is used as a proxy for the 
progress of white matter development.

“As a fiber track matures, water move-
ment becomes more restricted, and the 
brain’s structure becomes more coher-
ent,” Swanson said. “Because babies 
aren’t born with highly specialized 
brains, one might expect that networks 
that support a given cognitive skill start 
out more diffuse and then become more 
specialized.” Swanson’s team found 
that infants who heard more words 
had lower FA values, indicating that 
the structure of their white matter was 
slower to develop. The children went 
on to have better linguistic performance 
when they began to talk.

The study’s results align with other 
recent research showing that slower 
maturation of white matter confers a 
cognitive advantage.

“As a brain matures, it becomes less 
plastic—networks get set in place. 
But from a neurobiological standpoint, 
infancy is unlike any other time. An 
infant brain seems to rely on a pro-
longed period of plasticity to learn cer-
tain skills,” Swanson said. “The results 
show a clear, striking negative associa-
tion between FA and child vocalization.”

Parents who talk to infants more boost 
their brain development: Research
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Smriti Mandhana Turns 27: 
Here’s A Look At Star Opener’s 
Achievements, Records

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agencies): 
India’s ace cricketer Smriti Mandhana, 
who made her international debut at 
the age of 16 against Bangladesh in 
2013, celebrates her 27th birthday on 
Tuesday. The vice captain is prepar-
ing for the second ODI against Ban-
gladesh to be played on Wednesday, 
which shows her commitment and love 
towards cricket. The elegant opener 
has not taken her foot off the gas since 
then and has represented India in 4 
Tests, 78 ODIs, and 119 T20Is. She 
took centre stage after demonstrating 
her batting skills in the 2017 ICC World 
Cup. The teenager was instrumental 
in taking India to the World Cup finals, 
where they were defeated by England 
by 9 runs.

Mandhana is now a senior member of 
the squad and has established herself 
as a pillar of the Indian women’s cricket 
team.

As the star opener Mandhana cele-
brates her 27th birthday, here is a look 

at her records and achievements.
Mandhana became the third-quickest 

Indian to score 1000 runs in T20Is. 
She was also the tenth-fastest batter 
in women’s cricket history to achieve 
this feat. The Mumbai batter took just 49 
innings to break the 1000-run mark. In 
February 2019, the Mumbai batter set 
the record for the fastest T20I fifty by 
an Indian player. Mandhana achieved 
her half-century against New Zealand 
in just 24 balls.

Mandhana became the first player in 
ODI history to score ten consecutive 
fifty or more while chasing. Her remark-
able run began in 2018 when she batted 
second and hit 67 runs off 53 deliveries 
against Australia Woman.

The opener was named the ICC Wom-
en’s Cricketer of the Year in 2018 and 
2021.

Mandhana also got a half-century on 
her Test debut in India’s historic Test 
victory over England.

In 2021, again in a Test match against 
England Mandhana along with her 
opening partner Shafali Verma put up 
a partnership of 167 which is the fourth-
highest in the history of women’s Test 
cricket.

She and Australia’s Elyse Perry are the 
only players to have won the ‘Rachael 
Heyhoe-Flint Award’ twice. Mandhana 
was also named the ICC’s ODI Player 
of the Year in 2018 after amassing the 
highest points in the calendar year.

MELBOURNE, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Australia’s state of Vic-
toria will not host the 2026 
Commonwealth Games due to 
projected cost overruns, plac-
ing the future of the quadrennial 
multi-sport gathering in doubt.

Victoria state Premier Dan 
Andrews said the cost of the 
Games, which were to have 
been held in four regional hubs, 
could blow out to more than A$7 
billion ($4.8 billion) from a bud-
geted A$2.6 billion if they went 
ahead.

“Frankly A$6-A$7 billion for a 
12-day sporting event, we’re not 
doing that,” Andrews said at a 
media conference.

“I will not take money out of 
hospitals and schools to fund 
an event that is three times the 
cost as estimated and budgeted 
for last year.”

Andrews said Victoria had 
already informed the global 
governing body Commonwealth 
Games Federation (CGF) in 
“amicable meetings” but the 
cost of breaking the 2026 con-

tract was yet to be decided.
The CGF and local governing 

body Commonwealth Games 
Australia did not provide imme-
diate comment.

The sporting event for mostly 
former British colonies has 
struggled to remain relevant, 
with four of the last five editions 
held in Australia or Britain.

English city Birmingham 
stepped in to host the 2022 
Games after South Africa were 
stripped of them in 2017 over a 
lack of progress in preparations.

Victoria stepped in to bid for 
the 2026 Games when no other 
countries showed interest.

Officials had talked up the 
legacy benefits from new infra-
structure in the regional hubs of 
Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo and 
Gippsland, and an economic 
boost of more than A$3 billion 
from tourism and thousands of 
new jobs.

“As a state, of course we were 
willing to help out, but of course 
not at any price and only if there 
were lasting benefits for Victo-

rian communities and benefit for 
the whole state,” Andrews said.

The government would instead 
spend more than A$2 billion on a 
“regional package” which would 
include building all permanent 
sporting facilities intended for 
the Games, along with A$1 bil-
lion earmarked for social and 
affordable housing.

Soon after the announcement, 
Australian sport officials were 
touting the country’s largest 
state of New South Wales as 
an alternative host for 2026.

NSW state capital Sydney 
hosted the 2000 Olympics.

“There’s no question we’ve got 
the venues ... and March would 
be a good time to host it,” John 
Coates, an International Olym-
pic Committee Vice-President 
and former Australian Olympic 
Committee boss, said in com-
ments published by Sydney’s 
Daily Telegraph.

“I’d love to see it come here 
... The sports have the ability to 
organise it.”

Australia’s Victoria withdraws as host of 2026 
Commonwealth Games

Victoria state Premier Dan Andrews said the cost of the Games, which were to have been 
held in four regional hubs, could blow out to more than A$7 billion ($4.8 billion) from a 

budgeted A$2.6 billion if they went ahead

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): After an intense training 
session at the Raipur Akhada 
in Sonepat (Haryana), wrestler 
Sujeet Kalkal, the 2022 national 
champion in 65kg, was catch-
ing his breath when a few fellow 
wrestlers joined him for a quick 
chat. As was expected, the 
conversation quickly veered 
towards Asian Games selec-
tion trials.

With the 20-year-old Sujeet 
being one of the prime contend-
ers to book a slot in the team for 
the quadrennial event, his fellow 
wrestlers asked him about the 
possibility of the ad-hoc com-
mittee, currently running the 
sport in the country, booking 
the place for his more famed 
counterpart Bajrang Punia.

The informal discussion made 
Sujeet nervous as he left the 
venue pondering over possible 
scenarios. “This talk of fixing 
quota in a few weight categories 
has been affecting him a lot. We 
try to motivate him but wrestlers 
from his centre keep remind-
ing him of it, making him tense 
and restless,” Dayanand Kalkal, 
Sujeet’s father and coach, told 

this daily.
Sujeet skipped the 2023 U-23 

Asian Championships and the 
Budapest Ranking Series to 
ensure he does not miss the 
selection trials. He also decided 
to not go to Russia for a month-
long training camp despite 
obtaining a visa for the same 
last month expecting trials in the 
near future. Unfortunately, the 
sacrifices he made have seem-
ingly failed to bear fruit at least 
so far with the ad-hoc panel not 
announcing the criteria even as 
only four days are left for the 
trials. The men’s Greco-Roman 
and women wrestling trials are 
scheduled on July 22 while the 
men’s freestyle trials are pro-
posed to be held the next day.

“On July 12, panel member 
Bhupender Singh Bajwa 
announced the trial dates. But 
so far no clarity on the criteria 
to participate in the trials. I tried 
to contact Bajwa and even left 
text messages but he didn’t 
respond. This uncertainty has 
not only demotivated Sujeet to 
a great extent but also affected 
us,” added the father.

Dayanand plans to meet law-

yers on Tuesday if the criteria 
is not made public. “I will speak 
to lawyers tomorrow (Tues-
day) and even move the court 
requesting it to direct the panel 
to release the criteria. We are 
also planning to hold a protest 
if preferential treatment is given 
to a few select wrestlers. We 
are also trying to obtain permis-
sion to stage a sit-in at Jantar 
Mantar where the top wrestlers 
protested,” he said.

Sujeet had won bronze in the 
U-20 World Championships last 
year apart from clinching gold 
in the Tunisia Ranking Series. 
He also finished on top of the 
podium in the 2022 U23 and 
Junior Asian Championships.

“He competed against Bajrang 
in the Commonwealth Games 
selection trials last year and lost 
narrowly. We will not mind losing 
once again during the Asiad trial 
but reserving the seat without 
bouts is not acceptable,” insist-
ed Dayanand.

Notably, 24 women wrestlers 
from Chhotu Ram Stadium in 
Rohtak had already written to 
the Prime Minister, Indian Olym-
pic Association and ad-hoc 

panel demanding fair selection 
trials for the Asian Games.

A coach from one of the most 
reputed wrestling training cen-
tres of the country echoed the 
sentiment when questioned 
about the uncertainty over trial 
criteria and undue favours the 
panel reportedly wanted to give 
to a few top wrestlers.

“More than 10 wrestlers from 
our centres have been prepar-
ing for the trials for months now. 
This uncertainty has made them 
tizzy. Reports of some wres-
tlers getting direct quota have 
left these wrestlers in a state of 
despair. This should not happen 
as all of them have spent 
months preparing for this trial. 
It will be highly unfair on them 
if they are not given a chance 
to prove their mettle. If injustice 
is done then even we will follow 
the path once taken by the top 
wrestlers,” the chief coach of the 
famous academy told this daily.

The waiting game by the panel 
is certainly making wrestlers 
and their coaches anxious and 
it would be no surprise if they 
take the streets to vent out their 
anger.

Protest brewing up as ad-hoc panel continues 
to play waiting game

PORT OF SPAIN, 
Jul 18 (Agencies): 
The West Indies have 
included spin bowling 
all-rounder Kevin Sin-
clair in place of batting 
all-rounder Ramon 
Reifer in the squad for 
the second Test against 
India beginning here on 
Thursday.

Sinclair, who has fea-
tured in seven ODIs 
and six T20Is, is yet 
to play a Test match. 
The 23-year-old replac-
ing Reifer is the only 
change in the squad 
for the hosts after an 
innings defeat against 
India in Dominica.

However, Reifer will 
remain with the team as 
an injury cover.

Sinclair had finished 
as the leading wicket 
taker for West Indies A 
in a three-match series 
against Bangladesh A 
earlier this year.

He was also part of 

West Indies squad in the 
ICC World Cup Qualifier 
in Zimbabwe, where the 
Caribbean unit failed to 
qualify for the 50-over 
showpiece in India.

Another off-spinner 
Rahkeen Cornwall, who 
struggled with chest 
infection during the 
series opener, has been 
retained.

It remains to be seen 
what kind of pitch is pre-
pared for the final Test of 
the series after a turning 
track was laid out for the 
opener.

Ravichandran Ashwin 
wreaked havoc on that 
surface ending with a 
match haul of 12 wickets 
while Ravindra Jadeja 
took five in the game 
that got over in three 
days.

The West Indies 
batters will be under 
immense pressure 
going into the game 
as they looked clue-
less against high qual-
ity Indian spinners. The 
game will also mark 
the 100th Test between 
India and West Indies.

Struggling West Indies replace 
Reifer with Sinclair for second 
Test against India

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 
(Agencies): The Interna-
tional Hockey Federa-
tion (FIH) officials have 
been closely monitor-
ing the refurbishment 
activit ies currently 
underway at the Mayor 
Radhakrishnan Stadi-
um in the city. The sta-
dium, which last hosted 
international hockey 
in January 2008, is 
getting primed to host 
the Asian Champions 
Trophy. Both turfs have 
been changed — the 
turf inspection officials 
have been in the city 
over the last few days 
and will continue to be 
in the city till the new 
playing surface is com-
pletely rolled out.

The turf itself is envi-
ronment friendly, some-
thing the FIH have been 
conscious about as they 
want to be build towards 
a sustainable future for 
the sport (approximately 
10,000 litres per match, 

down by 35% or so). An 
important point to note 
is that this is the first 
time the Indian team 
will get to play on a turf 
that will be in use at the 
Paris Games.    

As far as the visiting 
teams are concerned, 
the first batch of four 
teams, including Paki-
stan, are expected to 
land on July 30. Their 
hockey teams have 
been regular visitors 
to the country in the 
recent past. While their 
senior team came to 
Bhubaneswar for the 
2018 World Cup, the 
juniors had come for an 
age-group World Cup in 
2021.

The hosts, who finish 
an assignment in Spain 
on July 30, may join a 
day later. It’s not yet 
known how many play-
ers involved in the 
four-nations invitational 
end up taking part in 
the event in Chennai. 

There could be a sce-
nario where the team 
management could well 
decide to field a few 
inexperienced faces 
as they build up for the 
Asian Games, an Olym-
pic qualifier.

Hockey India officials, 
some of whom have 
already shifted base to 
Chennai till the comple-
tion of the event, have, 
at least so far, given 
positive feedback to the 
Hockey Unit of Tamil 
Nadu (HUTN), who are 
the host association. 
HUTN are hopeful that 
the remaining i’s and 
t’s will be dotted and 
crossed respectively 
within the end of this 
week.

Practice matches 
between local teams on 
the agenda

To test out the the 
integrity of the surface, 
it’s likely that HUTN 
will host a few practice 
games between local 
sides at the end of the 
month. While they are 
still finalising details and 
the how, it’s something 
they want to do before 
the teams land. The six-
team competition begins 
on August 3 and finishes 
on August 12.

Asian Champions Trophy hockey: 
Pakistan may arrive in city on July 30

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 
(Agencies): Chairman 
of senior selection com-
mittee Ajit Agarkar is all 
set to travel to West 
Indies to meet head 
coach Rahul Dravid and 
skipper Rohit Sharma to 
discuss the road map 
for 50 over World Cup 
starting October 5 in 
Ahmedabad. 

India will play Australia 
in Chennai on October 
8 and marquee clash 
against Pakistan is 
slated for October 15 in 
Ahmedabad. “Currently 

Salil Ankola is in the 
West Indies but he will 
be back after the Test 
series gets over. Ajit 
will be joining the team 
before start of the white 
ball leg,” a BCCI source 
in know of things told 
agency on conditions of 
anonymity.

It is understood that 
Agarkar after being 
appointed the chairman 
of selection committee 
hasn’t had a chance to 
meet the team manage-
ment in person and this 
will be an opportunity to 

sit a draw an elaborate 
blueprint on what will be 
India’s strategy going 
forward in 50 over World 
Cup.

The team management 
and selection commit-
tee needs to be in sync 
about the core 20 play-
ers that they are looking 
ahead for the World Cup 
apart from dealing with 
fitness issues and work-
load management.

Both chairman of 
selectors as well team 
management will also 
discuss the transition 

plan.
It is understood that 

there will be elaborate 
discussions on Jasprit 
Bumrah’s fitness status 
and whether he will be 
able to go to Ireland for 
three match T20 series 
or not.

It can be confirmed 
that National Cricket 
Academy’s Sportd Sci-
ence and Medical Unit 
is yet to issue an RTP 
(Return to Play) certifi-
cate to the Ahmedabad 
based speedster.

Meanwhi le, VVS 

Laxman will once again 
take the second string 
team to Ireland as it has 
been the norm for short 
tours where Dravid is 
rested as the turnaround 
between West Indies 
and Ireland tour is short.

There aren’t any rules 
but convention in BCCI 
is that for second string 
tours or A series, NCA 
head doubles up as 
coach.

Dravid used to do that 
earlier and now Laxman 
does it.

Ajit Agarkar, New Chief Selector, To Hold Crucial World 
Cup Talks With Rohit Sharma, Rahul Dravid: Report

NEW DELHI, Jul 18 (Agen-
cies): Regarded as one of the 
most talented batters of his gen-
eration, Prithvi Shaw has seen 
his stocks incur a dramatic fall 
over the last couple of years. 

From being regarded as the 
‘next big thing’ in Indian cricket, 
Shaw has gone on to become 
a fringe player who is not a 
certainty in either of the three 
formats. 

Having signed for Northamp-
tonshire in the County Champi-
onship, the U19 World Cup-win-
ning star is hopeful of the stint 
helping him turn things around 
in his career. But, as far as the 

current situation with his inter-
national career is concerned, 
Shaw is scared to even share 
his thoughts.

In an interview with Cricbuzz, 
the Delhi Capitals’ open-
ing batter Opened up on his 
absence from the Indian team, 
saying he passed all fitness 
tests and scored runs in domes-
tic cricket to earn a comeback 
but hasn’t been getting oppor-
tunities to perform.

“When I was dropped, I didn’t 
get to know the reason. Some-
one was saying it could be fit-
ness. But of course, I came here 
(in Bengaluru) and cleared all 

the tests at the NCA, again 
scored runs, and again came 
back to the T20 team. But again 
didn’t get a chance in the West 
Indies. I’m disappointed but 
you just have to move forward. 
I can’t do anything, I can’t fight 
with anyone,” said the opening 
batter.

The Delhi Capitals star also 
opened up on the mental battle 
he has to fight, especially as he 
doesn’t have many friends to 
share his thoughts with.

“As a person, I just like to be 
in my own zone. People say a 
lot of things about me. But those 

who know me, know how I am. 
I don’t have friends, I don’t like 
to make friends. 

This is what’s happening with 
this generation. You can’t share 
your thoughts with anyone 
else. If you ask me personally, 
it’s very scary. Darr lagta hai 
aajkal to share my thoughts. 
Agle din social media mein aa 
jaata hai(I’m scared to share 
my thoughts. Somehow all of it 
comes up on social media). I’ve 
very less friends, only a couple 
of friends, and even with them 
I don’t share everything, only a 
few things,” he further said.

“Don’t Have Friends, Scared To Share My Thoughts”: 
Prithvi Shaw On Mental Struggles After Getting Dropped
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Top News Report
RAMBAN, Jul 18: BJP MP 

Rajya Sabha Gulam Ali Khatana 
said that certain elements are 
hell bent to derail the vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to bring back peace, tranquilty 
and development in Jammu 
and Kashmir by encouraging 
and supporting divisive tenden-
cies among the people. He said 
that PDP, NC, Congress have 
lost touch with the ground and 
people have rejected them lock, 
stock, barrel. Now these parties 
are trying to incite people in the 
UT of Jammu and Kashmir to 
again unleash violence and ter-
rorism.

Addressing a massive public 
gathering at Sanasar in district 
Ramban MP Gulam Ali said 
that unprecedented measures 
have been initiated by the PM 

Narendra Modi on both political 
and economic front so that the 
poor  and economically deprived 
people of UT could reap the ben-
efits. He said that PM Modi led 
government provided political 
reservation to STs and reserved 
9 seats for ST population.

Besides Govt provided reser-
vation to people living on LoC, 
International border, Rs 5 Lakh 

to POJK refugees, he added.
He said that Home Minister 

Amit Shah announced during 
public rallies in Jammu and 
Rajouri that Paharis will be 
provided ST status but share 
of Gujjar Bakkarwals won’t be 
lowered and very shortly a Bill 
will be introduced in the Parlia-
ment to that effect.

MP Gulam Ali said that Govt of 

India has implemented Forest 
Rights Act and recently also 
framed policy for allotment of 
5 Marla plots to landless to 
construct houses under MPAY 
scheme. But some anti-poor 
parties are spreading canards 
by claiming that outsiders will 
be settled in UT which is totally 
false. People also highlighted 
their demands.

District president BJP Ramban 
Rajeshwar Kumar, Minority 
Morcha President Tariq Lone, 
ST Morcha President Uttam 
Singh, Sarpanch Jiya Lal, Haji 
Mohd Yousuf, Haji Mohd Zakir, 
Haji Salam Din, Ex. Sarpanch 
Choudhary Bashir Ahmed 
Khatana, Waseem Choudhary, 
Razaq Ali Chairman, ADDC, 
Rajinder Kumar Sharma, ASP 
Ramban Gourav Mahajan and 
others were present.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: 

National Democratic 
Party Indian (NDPI) on 
Tuesday observed that 
the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir are endur-
ing immense agonies on 
account of an unneces-
sary delay in their politi-
cal empowerment.

Addressing a workers 
meeting at the Party 
office Janipur NDPI 
Chief Rajesh Gupta said 
that there is no substi-
tute to an elected gov-
ernment and a bureau-
cratic regime can never 
address the aspirations 
of the people.“People 
give vent to their day-
to-day based suffer-
ings when they meet 
us. I think the sense of 
accountability is miss-
ing in our bureaucratic 
set-up. But it happens 
when you have no 
elected government in 
place,” he said, while 

underlining the need for 
early restoration of the 
Statehood.

NDPI leader said that 
NDPI has been repeat-
edly urging the gov-
ernment of India not to 
delay the restoration of 
statehood to J&K. “And 
we are of the firm belief 
that the Statehood alone 
can prove panacea to 
the people’s sufferings,” 
he remarked.

 “In this summer 
season the authorities 
have not been able to 
ensure 24X7 electric-
ity to the people which 
shows their inability to 
work without an elected 
government,” he said.

He demanded 24X7 
electricity for Jammuites 
in the summer season.

“NDPI wants resolution 
to the problems faced 
by the people at large. 
It has become impera-
tive at this point of time 
that the right to elect an 
accountable govern-

ment is given back to 
the people,” Gupta said.

He further said that 
NDPI adheres to the 
principle of ‘politics of 
truth’ which demands 
sincerity and efforts at 
grass root levels.

NDPI president said 
his party will not allow 
non-locals to settle in 
the Union Territory. He 
appealed to people to 
maintain peace and 
promised to reverse all 
“anti-people” decisions 
of the administration 
once his party comes to 
power.

 “We will not allow the 
non-locals to settle in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
The land in J&K belongs 
to the people of the 
erstwhile state of J&K,” 
Gupta said.

Others who addressed 
the meeting were 
Umesh Manhas, Kuljeet 
Singh, Tilakraj, Sandeep 
Anand, Rajiv Luthra and 
others.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: On its 

ongoing Mahajansam-
park Abhiyaan of public 
outreach campaign on 
Tuesday BJP Talab Tillo 
Mandal President Keshav 
Chopra accompanied 
BJP J&K UT Secretary 
Ayodhya Gupta, BJP J&K 
UT Health and Medical 
Cell Convenor Puneet 
Mahajan and other lead-
ers started door to door 
campaign at booth No 81 
of Ward No 30.

The BJP Leaders went 
around many houses 
interacted with locals 
given them pamphlets, 
books, having information 
about the achievements 
of 9yrs of Modi govern-
ment.

While interacting with 
people, Keshav Chopra 
said that Narendra Modi 

government during its 
9yrs tenure has done 
commendable work, 
many big projects of 
developments have been 
started across J&K UT, 
Modi Govt has written 
new chapters of devel-
opment which are totally 
unmatched.

Ayodhya Gupta and 
Puneet Mahajan apprised 
the locals about various 
achievements of Modi 
Govt, they also asked the 

people to read the mate-
rial and also educate the 
others about the works 
done by Modi Govt during 
its 9yrs tenure.

Mandal General Sec-
retary Munish Gupta, 
Mandal Secretaries Bhu-
pinder Gupta, Kusum 
Gupta, Booth President 
Ajay Gupta, Sanjeev 
Gupta, Manoj Tandon, 
Ritesh Peer, Sahil Verma 
and others were also par-
ticipated.

NC, PDP, Cong lost touch: MP Khatana

Rajesh Gupta reiterates demand 
for statehood, assembly polls

9yrs of Modi Govt are 
unmatched: Keshav Chopra

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: Raj-

kumar Goyal, National 
Executive President, 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
Welfare Society said 
today many great devo-

tees of Lord Shiva have 
come to Baba’s Bhan-
dara to serve them-
selves, among whom 
were Sandhya Gupta 
(President WCMP), 
Jyoti Devi, Sunita Kaul, 
Nidhi Mangotra and 

Gaurav Chopra.
He said that today 

only Sanatan Dharma 
can establish peace 
in the whole world. 
Like Baba Shri Barfani 
Amarnath ji did in our 
Jammu today. done in 
Kashmir. Shiv devotees 
are coming from country 
and abroad on the yatra 
and it seems that today 
there is Mahakumbh 
Mela of Shiv devotees 
in Jammu, in which Shiv 
devotees are coming 
like before, this time the 
number of devotees will 
cross one million.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: A mass 

Bhandara and Puja were 
organized at Sabzi Mandi, 
Narwal, Jammu today, 
bringing together a large 
number of people, includ-
ing the shopkeepers of 
Sabzi Mandi to participate 
in the event.

The Bhandara was inau-
gurated by Vibodh Gupta, 
BJP J&K General Secre-
tary and former MLC, in 
the presence of Surinder 
Singh Kala, President, 
Sabzi Mandi Associa-
tion, Narwal, Jammu, 
Vishal Kohli, Vice Presi-
dent, Ankur Anand, Gen-
eral Secretary, Rajinder 
Kumar, Jr. Vice President, 

Anil Kumar, Secretary, 
Tarsem Gupta, Treasur-
er, Ashok Kumar, Media 
Secretary, and Madhav 
Gupta.

During the event, 
Surinder Singh Kala, 
President of Sabzi Mandi 
Association, Narwal, 
Jammu, highlighted the 
various welfare activities 
organised by the asso-
ciation for the betterment 
of the poor and margin-
alised sections of society. 
He also highlighted the 
issues faced by the shop-
keepers of Sabzi Mandi, 
drawing attention to their 
challenges and concerns.

In his address, Vibodh 
Gupta commended the 

Sabzi Mandi Association, 
Narwal, Jammu, for their 
commendable efforts 
in organizing various 
welfare activities for the 
welfare of the underprivi-
leged. He emphasized 
the significance of Sabzi 
Mandi as a source of 
employment for numer-
ous individuals, enabling 
them to earn their liveli-
hoods. Additionally, he 
acknowledged the sub-
stantial contribution of 
Sabzi Mandi to the econ-
omy of Jammu.

Vibodh Gupta patiently 
listened to the problems 
and issues raised by the 
shopkeepers and assured 
them that he would per-
sonally take up their con-
cerns with the relevant 
authorities to ensure 
swift resolutions. He reit-
erated the unwavering 
support of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) for the 
shopkeepers of the Sabzi 
Mandi, emphasising their 
commitment to standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with 
them both now and in the 
future.

Sandhya Gupta, others serve 
Langar among Shiva devotees

Vibodh inaugurates Bhandara 
at Sabzi Mandi

Top News Report
JAMMU / NEW 

DELHI, Jul 18: Con-
tinuing its commitment 
to enhance customer 
satisfaction along with 
providing an enriched 
brand ownership experi-
ence, Renault India, the 
leading European brand 
in India, announced 
the commencement 
of a nationwide after-
sales service initia-
tive, ‘Renault Monsoon 
Camp’. The Monsoon 
Camp will be held at 
all Renault dealership 
facilities across India 
from July 17th till July 
23rd, 2023.

The primary objective 
of organising the Mon-
soon Camp is to ensure 
optimal performance of 
the vehicles which is 
imperative during the 
monsoon season. The 
camp will offer Renault 
owners a complemen-
tary car check-up as 
per the guidelines stipu-
lated by Renault India, 
enabling a detailed 
examination of all key 
functions of the car. 
Vehicles will be checked 
by skilled and well-qual-
ified service technicians 
for safe and problem-
free driving during 
monsoon season. Such 
periodic checks ensure 
necessary actions for 
enhanced performance 
of the car and provide 
customers a satisfying 
ownership experience.

Talking about the 
initiative, Sudhir Mal-
hotra, Vice President 
of Sales & Marketing, 
Renault India, “We are 
delighted to announce 
the nationwide launch 

of the ‘Renault Monsoon 
Camp’ for our valued 
customers across India. 
At Renault, our priority is 
to ensure customer sat-
isfaction and provide an 
exceptional brand own-
ership experience. With 
the Monsoon Camp, we 
aim to optimize the per-
formance and safety of 
Renault vehicles during 
the challenging mon-
soon season. Through 
complimentary car 
check-ups conducted by 
our skilled technicians, 
attractive offers, and 
engaging activities, we 
strive to create an unfor-
gettable experience for 
our customers.”

During the week-long 
initiative, customers 
visiting the dealer-
ships can also avail of 
attractive offers includ-
ing 10% discount on 
Select Parts, upto 50% 
discount on Selected 
Accessories, along with 
15% discount on labour 
charges. In addition, 
My Renault Custom-
ers (MYR) will also get 
additional 5% discount 
Selected Parts & Acces-
sories, special offers on 
select tyre brands and 
complimentary car top 
wash. Renault India will 
also be offering 10% dis-
count ‘Renault Secure’ 
and “Renault Assist” 
which offers Extended 
Warranty and Roadside 
Assistance. In addition 
to the comprehensive 
car check-up facilities 
and special offers, sev-
eral fun-filled activities 
will be organised for the 
customers with assured 
gifts, making it an excit-
ing and memorable 
experience for them.

Renault announces 
nationwide monsoon 
camp for customers 
across India

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: Bharat 

Vikas Parishad (BVP) 
Trikuta Nagar Branch 
Conducted “No to Poly-
thene” drive. The paper 
bags from old news 

papers distributed to the 
vendor AND shopkeep-
ers and told them not to 
use Polythene bags.

Approximately 20 chil-
dren from Govt schools 
along with members 
of BVP Trikuta Nagar 

Branch participated in 
the project and distrib-
uted paper bags to the 
vendors. The executive 
women members  par-
ticipated including its 
President Vanita Kohli 
and others.

BVP Trikuta Nagar Branch conducts 
‘No to Polythene’ drive

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Jul 18: 

Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(ADDC) Kishtwar Sham 
Lal on Tuesday chaired 
a meeting of District 
Disaster Mismanage-
ment Authority here in 
his office chamber to 
discuss the action plan 
for taking up restoration 
works of bridges under 
State Disaster Response 
Fund (SDRF).

Threadbare discussions 
were held regarding the 
restoration work of 8 
damaged bridges which 
were washed away due 

to recent flash floods in 
Tehsil Bunjwah of District 
Kishtwar.

The ADDC directed 
executing agencies to 
submit the estimates 
of all cases (works) at 
an earliest to his office 
for grant of necessary 
approval/clearance.

The meeting was 
attended by ADC, Inder-
jeet Singh Parihar; ACR, 
Varunjeet Singh Charak; 
DFO Kishtwar, Sagar 
Singh; AO DC Office, 
Imran Ahmed Kitchloo; 
Tehsildar Bunjwah Irshad 
Ahmed, besides other 
concerned officers.

Top News Report
SAMBA, Jul 18: The District Cooperative 

Development Committee (DCDC), which 
met on Tuesday here under the chairman-
ship of the Deputy Commissioner Samba, 
Abhishek Sharma, discussed revival of the 
Cooperative sector and action plan for the 
implementation of the prestigious “World’s 
Largest Grain Storage Plan” in the Coopera-
tive Department.

The Concerned departments were directed 
to identify land for a modern Grain storage 
unit in District Samba. The chosen site will 
align with the “World’s Largest Decentral-
ized Grain Storage Project” initiated by the 
Ministry of Cooperative.

The meeting stressed on putting in extra 
efforts to establish new Farmer Producer 
Organizations (FPOs) and raise awareness 

among farmers and the public in collabora-
tion with NABARD.

The DC informed that the PACs will now be 
eligible for operating retail Petrol and LPG 
outlets for which a process has been initiated 
to identify eligible PACs.

Five PACs from District Samba were nomi-
nated for Jan Aushadi Kendras to improve 
access to generic medicines in rural areas.

The Deputy Commissioner expressed grat-
itude to all participants and emphasized the 
DCDC’s commitment to foster cooperative 
growth and uplift the agricultural landscape 
in District Samba.

ADDC, ACD, ACR, CAO, CHO, CSHO, 
CAHO, DDM NABARD, Lead Bank Man-
ager, AD Fisheries, Dy Registrar Coopera-
tives, Assistant Registrars Samba district 
and other concerned officers attended the 
meeting.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jul 18: The Department of Hor-

ticulture Jammu is conducting a series of 
plantation drives in the Sub-tropical areas 
of Jammu Division to promote plantation 
of fruit plants in the farmers’ fields amid the 
Rainy season.

In this context, the Director Horticulture  
Jammu, Ram Savak,   on Tuesday started 
the plantation drive at three different farmers’ 
fields located  at  Bajalta, Chak-Rakhwala 
and Ban area of Dansal block. By plant-
ing  saplings, the director initiated the com-
pact plantation over an  area of 50 kanals.   
Chief Horticulture Officer Jammu, Ashwani 
Sharma, DLSMS Jammu, Sandeep Gupta, 
Horticulture Development Officer, Sandeep 
Sharma and a large number of farmers of 
the area were present.

During the programme, the Director 
stressed the need to encourage High Den-
sity Plantation in the area. He said that the 
rainy season is very suitable for new plan-
tations especially in the kandi area and the 
farmers should adopt a cluster approach to 
establish new orchards and take benefit of 

all the departmental schemes.
Awareness cum interaction programme 

was also conducted at Ban, where a large 
gathering of farmers including women and 
Sarpanch of the panchayat Ban, Rajinder 
Singh were present.

During the interaction with the farmers, 
the Director briefed them about the recently 
launched Holistic Agriculture Development 
Programme providing incentives / assistance 
to the farming community to enhance their 
income. He discussed in detail the scope of 
HADP and sensitized the gathering about 
the main components of the programme 
viz: DAKSH- Learning Management System 
related to skill development, SATHI- Dash-
board to apply online for different Govern-
ment schemes, etc.

The Director urged the farmers to come for-
ward, associate with the horticulture depart-
ment and avail the benefits of protected 
cultivation, Water harvesting tanks, Drip 
irrigation, Custom Hiring Centres, Vermi-
compost units, Strawberry plantation, Tools 
/ implements etc. for upliftment of their socio- 
economic status. 

Director Horticulture launches 
Plantation Drive in Dansal

DCDC discusses implementation of “World’s 
Largest Grain Storage Plan” in Samba

Kishtwar: DDMA discusses plan 
for restoration of damaged bridges  


