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Shanaya Kapoor to star 
in Mohanlal’ss pan-India 

film ‘Vrushabha’

Assam CM blames ‘Miyas’ for 
soaring vegetable prices; opposition 

hits out at ‘communal politics’

President Biden’s election 
war chest trails Trump’s in size, 

filings show

9 CRPF 
Troopers 
injured in 
road accident 
in Ganderbal

SRINAGAR, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Nine Cen-
tral Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) troopers 
were injured on Sunday 
in a road accident in 
J&K’s Ganderbal dis-
trict.

Police sources said 
that the CRPF troop-
ers were injured in the 
accident in the Nilgrad 
area of Sonamarg 
when their vehicle 
rolled down into the 
Sindh stream.

“The accident took 
place near the helipad 
in the Nilgrad area. 
All the occupants of 
the vehicle sustained 
injuries.

“They have been 
shifted to the hospital 
at Baltal base camp 
for treatment,” sources 
said.

The CRPF troopers 
were deployed on Ama-
rnath Yatra duties.

Rusted mortar 
shell found in 
Kathua

JAMMU, Jul 16 
(Agencies): A rusted 
mortar shell was found 
near the International 
Border in Kathua dis-
trict of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said 
on Sunday.

The mortar shell 
was dugout by Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
personnel during some 
construction work in 
Border Outpost Chad-
wal area late Saturday 
evening, the officials 
said.

They said the shell 
was later destroyed 
by the bomb disposal 
squad in a controlled 
explosion without caus-
ing any damage.

Rains Lash 
J&K as MeT 
predicts more

SRINAGAR, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Rains 
lashed Jammu and 
Kashmir since over-
night with Pahalgam 
receiving highest pre-
cipitation during the 
last 24 hours, a meteo-
rological department 
official here said on 
Sunday.

A meteorological 
department official here 
said that in the last 24 
hours till 0830 hours, 
Pahalgam received 
34.9mm followed by 
Bhaderwah 19.8mm, 
Jammu 14mm, Katra 
12.8mm, Batote 
6.6mm, Banihal and 
Kokernag 6.0mm each, 
Qazigund 1.6mm, 
Gulmarg 0.8mm and 
Srinagar traces.

Regarding the 

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Jul 16: 

Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha dedi-
cated the 28th edition 
of ‘Awaam Ki Awaaz’ 
programme to the local 
people and all the stake-
holders engaged in the 
holy Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra.

He expressed grati-
tude to all those who 
are selflessly working 
with determination and 
commitment to make 
the spiritual pilgrimage 
of Shri Amarnath Ji a 
pleasant one for the pil-
grims.

“The spiritual odyssey 
symbolizes the tradition 
of kindness and com-
passion for one and all. 
This pious Yatra inspires 
us to build a bright future 
for Jammu and Kashmir, 
rooted in human dignity, 
social equality and jus-

tice,” the Lt Governor 
said.

Highlighting the major 
decisions taken by the 
UT Administration, the Lt 
Governor said the poor, 
underprivileged and the 
deprived are the priority 
of the administration and 

every possible effort is 
being made to fulfill their 
basic needs and pro-
mote their ease of living.

“J&K Administration is 
pledged to work for the 
welfare of the poor and 
the vulnerable sections 
of the society. The ambi-
tious scheme to provide 
land to landless and a 
house under PMAY will 
enhance quality of life 
and empower the mar-
ginalized,” the Lt Gover-
nor said.

Food security to poor 
people is our fundamen-
tal civilizational values. 
Prime Minister’s

JAMMU, Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): Another batch of 
over 6,600 Amarnath pil-
grims left the Jammu city 
early Sunday for Kash-
mir amid rain and tight 
security to embark on 
the annual pilgrimage, 
an official said.

Over 2.10 lakh devo-
tees have so far visited 
the holy cave shrine of 
Amarnath, situated at a 

height of 3,880 metres in 
south Kashmir Himala-
yas, since the beginning 
of the 62-day-long yatra 
on July 1.

“The 14th batch, com-
prising 6,684 pilgrims 
left Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp Jammu for 
the valley in a convoy of 
241 vehicles between 
3.30 am and 3.55 am,” 
the official said.

The pilgrim convoy left 
for the two base camps, 
Pahalgam in Anantnag 
and Baltal in Gander-
bal district, amid mod-
erate rains which went 
on for hours drenching 
several parts of Jammu 
and leaving many roads 
waterlogged.

According to the offi-
cial, 3,686 pilgrims 

BARAMULLA, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Baramulla 
police on Sunday said 
it conducted a massive 
crackdown on narco 
terror at various loca-
tions from Uri along the 
Line of Control (LoC) to 
other parts of Baramulla 
district over the last few 
days, arresting 318 drug 
peddlers while recover-
ing huge consigments 
of drugs.

Pakistan-based han-
dlers, as part of a con-
spiracy, are using smug-
glers to push narcotics 
into Jammu and Kashmir 

get the younger genera-
tion addicted to drugs, 
as per police.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police, Baram-
ulla, Amod Ashok Nag-

puri said, “Baramulla 
is a border district and 
cross-border drugs and 
weapons smuggling is 
big challenge for us. 
Over the last six months, 

Baramulla police regis-
tered 187 FIRs under 
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substanc-
es (NDPS) Act.”

“Around 284 drug ped-
dlers were arrested and 
another 34 notorious 
peddlers booked under 
PIT NDPS/PSA. In total, 
318 drug peddlers have 
been arrested, so far, 
and the law is taking its 
own course. The focus 
of this drive is to crack 
down on the drug culture 
in Baramulla district and 
our endeavour is to

SRINAGAR, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Amarnath 
yatra has been tempo-
rarily suspended from 
both Pahalgam and 
Baltal routes due to 
inclement weather on 
Sunday, officials said.

They said no yatri 
was allowed to proceed 
from traditional Nunwan 
Pahalgam base camp 
in south Kashmir and 
Baltal in central Kash-
mir’s Ganderbal district 
today due to inclement 
weather.

 “It is still raining at sev-

eral places on both the 
routes and at the Cave 
shrine that has made the 
road condition slippery 
at places”, they said. 
“Keeping in view the 
inclement weather con-
ditions the authorities 
decided to suspend the 
yatra until the weather 
improves”, they added.

Similarly no pilgrim 
was allowed to proceed 
on foot or ponies from 
shortest Baltal route via 
Dumail to Cave shrine of 
Amarnath to pay 

JAMMU, Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): A leopard was 
captured in Doda district 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
on Sunday, a wildlife 
department official said.

A trap was laid in 
remote Nalwah Ghat 
about a month back after 
locals reported frequent 
movement of the leopard 

from a nearby forest into 
the village and attacks 
on their animals, the offi-
cial said.

The leopard’s capture 
came as a big relief to 
the villagers.

The iron traps set up 
in the village have not 
been removed as some 

“Awaam Ki Awaaz”
J&K Administration is pledged to work for 
the welfare of the poor and the vulnerable 

sections of the society: LG Sinha

Batch of over 6,600 pilgrims leaves for 
Amarnath from Jammu amid rain

Baramulla Police launches major 
crackdown on narco terror, 318 held

Amarnath Yatra 
temporarily suspended 
due to inclement weather

Leopard captured 
in Doda

SRINAGAR, Jul 16 
(Agencies): A 53-year-
old woman Yatri was 
killed while two mem-
bers of Mountain 
Rescue Team of J&K 
Police were grievously 
injured in a shooting 
stone incident between 
Sangam Top and Lower 

Cave in south Kashmir 
late last evening, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

GNS reported that 
while the woman Urmi-
laben daughter of Laxmi 
Naryan was seriously 
injured after being hit by 
the shooting stone, two 
members of Mountain 

Rescue Team of J&K 
Police, Mohammed 
Salem and Mohammed 
Yaseen, suffered griev-
ous wounds while they 
were trying to rescue 
her. The woman suc-
cumbed to her injuries 
before being shifted to 
hospital while the injured 

Police personnel were 
evacuated by army and 
private helicopter on 
Yatra duty, they said.

DGP J&K  Dilbag 
Singh has condoled the 
“unfortunate” death of 
the Yatri and has also 
expressed sympathy 
with the bereaved family.

“The DGP appreci-
ated the commitment 
of two policemen and 
expressed his thanks 
to everyone involved in 
the quick evacuation. He 
wished early recovery to 
Jawans.”

Meanwhile, 

Woman pilgrim killed, two cops injured in 
shooting stone incident in Anantnag

Srinagar 
youth found 
dead in 
Jammu hotel

SRINAGAR, Jul 16 
(Agencies): A youth was 
found dead in a hotel 
in Gujjar Nagar area of 
Jammu, officials said.

News agency Kashmir 
Scroll reported that a 
youth identified as Shaqir 
Mehraj Dar, son of Meh-
raj-ud-din Dar resident of 
Mehjoor nagar, Srinagar, 
was found unconscious 
at a hotel in Gujjar Nagar 
in the intervening night. 
They said he was imme-
diately shifted to GMC 
Jammu

KARGIL. Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): Ahead of the 24th 
anniversary of the Kargil 
Vijay Diwas, the Indian 
army organised a ‘Vijay 
Diwas Shastra Pradar-
shan’ in Kargil on July 15 
and 16, according to an 

official statement.
Kargil Vijay Diwas is 

commemorated on July 
26 every year to observe 
India’s victory over Pak-
istan. The event, ‘Vijay 
Diwas Shastra Pradar-
shan’, showcased a 

varied display of weap-
ons and equipment 
being operated by the 
Indian Army with spe-
cial emphasis on ‘Made 
in India’ (indigenous) 
weapons and equip-
ment which have been 
inducted as part of the 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ ini-
tiative, stated the official 
statement.

The event was inaugu-
rated by Major General 
Sacin Malik, Yudh Seva 
Medal General Officer 
Commanding, Forever 
in Operations Division. 
Schoolchildren, 

Army organises ‘Vijay Diwas’ arms 
exhibition in Kargil ahead of 24th 
anniversary of ‘Operation Vijay’
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TOP NEWS REPORT

RS PURA, Jul 16: 
Taranjit Singh Tony, 
Chairman of AAP 
J&K for Administra-
tive Engagement and 
Minority Affairs and DDC 
Member Suchetgarh 
urged the Lt Governor 
to rescue farmers from 
the worsening situation 
faced by them in the 
dying paddy bowl. With 
the scarcity of water 
plaguing the tail end of 
border villages, Tony 
urged immediate inter-
vention to rescue the 
farming community from 
this dire predicament.

In a statement issued 
here today, the senior 
AAP leader said that 
lack of a reliable water 
source at the zero line of 
the border villages has 

created a severe crisis. 
The D-17 canal, which 
should have reached 
the tail end at Sae Devi-
garh Bullachak by now, 
remains incomplete. 
Astonishingly, the entire 
Irrigation Department 
appears to be in a state 
of dormancy, showing 
no urgency in address-
ing this pressing issue, 
he said.

Tony highlighted the 
distressing fact that 
over 50 tubewells in the 
border villages are out 
of order, awaiting minor 
repairs that remain 
pending. “Furthermore, 
the lift irrigation system, 
which should be a life-
line for farmers, is com-
pletely dysfunctional. 
Despite repeated pleas 
to the engineers, includ-

ing the Chief Engineer 
of the Irrigation Depart-
ment, all requests have 
fallen on deaf ears,” he 
said.

In a direct appeal to 
the Lt Governor, Tony 
sought immediate 
action, requesting him 
to direct the concerned 
authorities to visit the 
affected areas promptly. 
Expressing disappoint-

ment, he emphasized 
that the XEn (Executive 
Engineers), including 
the Chief Engineer, have 
confined themselves 
to the comfort of their 
air-conditioned offices, 
ignoring the distressing 
reality faced by farmers 
in the field.

“Adding to the farmers' 
plight, prolonged power 
cuts have further exac-
erbated the situation. 
With their pump-sets 
rendered inoperative 
due to power shortag-
es, farmers are unable 
to access any means 
of irrigation water, be it 
through canals, lift irri-
gation, or tubewells,” he 
said.

Tony warned the 
administration, caution-
ing them about the dire 

consequences if farmers 
are driven to the point 
of desperation, even 
contemplating suicide 
due to the unavailability 
of irrigation water. The 
gravity of the situation 
demands immediate 
attention and urgent 
measures to prevent 
such an unfortunate out-
come, he added.

The AAP leader 
appealed to the Lt Gov-
ernor to prioritize the 
well-being of farmers 
and take swift action by 
directing the concerned 
officials to address this 
crisis. He said that the 
survival of the paddy 
bowl and the livelihoods 
of countless farmers 
are at stake, requiring 
immediate intervention 
and long-term solutions.

Tony urges LG Sinha to rescue farmers 
in dying paddy bowl

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul  16: 
Apni Party Provincial 
President, Jammu, 
and Former Minister, 
S. Manjit Singh today 
demanded protection 
of villages and residen-
tial colonies along the 
water bodies and rivers 
in Jammu, Samba, and 
Kathua districts.

The Former Minister 
was speaking at a public 
meeting that was orga-
nized by Women Wing 
Provincial President, 
Jammu, Pavneet Kour, 
Teerath Singh, and Yas-
hpal Choudhary here at 
Beli Charana where the 
participants discussed 
problems faced by the 
people due to heavy 
rains and flooded rivers 
like Devak, Basantar, 
Ujh, Tawi and other river 
bodies in Jammu plains.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Manjit Singh said 
that the flood related 
issues have increased 
worries of the people 

living close to the water 
bodies in three districts. 
He said that the flood 
waters have posed a 
threat to the agricultural 
fields, shelters, and resi-
dential colonies.

“The Flood Control 
and Irrigation Depart-
ment has not been able 
to provide protection to 
the land and residential 
houses alongside the 
river bodies. Whenever 
they are approached, 
they claim that they lack 
funds,” he said, citing 
grievances of the people 

because of the inabil-
ity of the authorities to 
ensure protection of life 
and property.

He demanded that the 
Flood Control Depart-
ment should immedi-
ately respond to the 
emerging flood like situ-
ation in Jammu, Samba 
and Kathua. He also 
demanded construction 
of protection walls, and 
crate work to protect the 
land from soil erosion, 
property and life of the 
people.

Meanwhile, he referred 

to the problems con-
fronted by the pen-
sioners in Jammu and 
Kashmir as many have 
not received the same 
for the last eight months.

“The Govt should 
reduce the formalities as 
it has adversely affected 
the pensioners who are 
suffering because of 
multiple health issues. 
As many of the pension-
ers could not complete 
the formalities, their 
monthly pensions have 
stopped,” he said.

Senior Provincial Vice 

President, Jammu, 
Ex-MLA Faqir Nath, 
Vice President, Sheikh 
Mohammed Shafi, Addi-
tional General Secre-
tary, Arun Chibber, Dis-
trict President Rural-B, 
Harpreet Singh, State 
President SC Wing, 
Bodh Raj Bhagat, State 
President , Apni Trade 
Union, Ajaz Kazmi, State 
General Secretary, Pro-
vincial President Youth 
Wing, Vipul Bali, District 
President Jammu Youth 
Wing, Shivam Choud-
hary, Women Wing 
Jammu District Presi-
dent, Ritu Pandita,  Dis-
trict President Legal Cell 
Gaurav Sharma, Pro-
vincial Secretary Youth 
Wing, Vishal Jotshi, 
Media Coordinator 
Sandeep Vaid, Shivani 
Koul, Shikha Bhard-
waj Sheetal Sharma, 
Yash Choudhary, Manoj 
Kumar, Davinder Singh 
Gill, Kirti Kumari and 
others participated in 
this public  meeting.

Manjit seeks protection work in flood hit 
areas along river banks in Jammu plains  

Batwal Sabha Urges ‘Padma Shri’ for Late 
Lal Chand Yamla, Icon of Punjabi Music

TOP NEWS REPORT

R.S PURA, Jul 16: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Batwal Sabha convened a 
meeting in R.S.Pura, which witnessed 
a significant turnout of members from 
the Batwal community.

During the meeting, a unanimous res-
olution was passed, urging the Govern-
ment of India to confer the prestigious 
'Padma Shri' award upon Lal Chand 
Yamla, recognizing his immense con-
tributions to Punjabi music.

R.L Kaith, General Secretary of JKBS, 

highlighted Lal Chand Yamla's global 
performances and hailed him as a mae-
stro of music in Punjab. He emphasized 
that Yamla's groundbreaking work has 
laid the foundation for contemporary 
music in East Punjab.

The meeting was graced by the pres-
ence of esteemed individuals such as 
Sarpanch Captain Hans Raj Nandan 
(Sena Medal), Numberdar Des Raj 
Kaith, Subedar Baldev Chand Sandhu, 
Subedar Darshan Lal, Havildar Des Raj 
Kaith, Hans Raj Loria, Darshan Kumar 
Bassa, and Jagdish Raj.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: Rotary 
Club Jammu Help-
ing Hands marked the 
Rotary Annapurna Day 
by providing food and 
support to the homeless 
at JMC Shelter Home, 
located in Kalka Colony, 
Boria Basti, Bahu Fort, 
Jammu.

During the event, 
Rtn Karuna Gupta, the 
President of the Club 
for the year 2023-24, 
addressed the gath-
ering and highlighted 
Rotary's guiding prin-
ciples of service, fellow-
ship, diversity, integrity, 
and leadership, which 
have been upheld for 
over 118 years. She 

emphasized that Rotary 
members believe in their 
shared responsibility 
to take action on per-
sistent global issues. 
Rotary Clubs worldwide 
collaborate to promote 
peace, combat dis-
eases, ensure access 
to clean water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene, sup-
port maternal and child 
health, improve educa-
tion, and stimulate local 
economies.

Rtn Jaswinder Singh 
Kuku, Secretary of the 
club, expressed the 
Club's commitment to 
start the new Rotary 
year (July 1, 2023, to 
June 30, 2024) by serv-
ing the underprivileged 

sections of society. The 
Club provided lunch, 
dry ration, fruits, bakery 
items, and toiletries to 
the homeless individu-
als. Additionally, the 
Club pledged to offer 
medical assistance to 
the destitute inmates of 
the shelter home when-
ever required.

The event witnessed 
the presence of numer-
ous rotarians, including 
Rtn Dr. Rohit Gupta, 
Rtn Dr. Vinu Jamwal, 
Rtn Sunny Gupta, Rtn 
Jatinder Mengi, Rtn 
Rumpy Madaan, Rtn 
Arun Sabharwal, Rtn 
Sanjay Gupta, Rtn Jas-
meet Kaur, and Rtn Jas-
winder Singh.

Rotary Club Jammu Helping 
Hands observes Rotary Annapurna 
Day at JMC Shelter Home

TOP NEWS REPORT

DODA, Jul 16: In an 
initiative to start health 
check ups for students 
in order to measure their 
development, a medical 
cum health check up 
camp for the students 
was held at Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalaya 
(JNV) Arnora Ghat on 
15-07-2023. 

The camp was orga-
nized by BMO Ghat 
under the supervision 
of Chief Medical Offi-
cer Doda Dr Ab Hamid 
Zargar, with the aim to 
update the students 
about their current 
health status and to 
implement necessary 
lifestyle changes for 
living a healthier life.  

During the camp, the 
team examined more 
than 50 students of the 

school for general health 
check up besides eye 
screening and empha-
sized upon the need for 
regular check ups which 
will not only help an indi-
vidual to lead a better life 
but will yield in a better 
society. 

The team also made 
students aware about 
the importance of per-
sonal hygiene, hand 
washing techniques, 
environmental sanitation 
and safe drinking water. 

The medical team con-
sisted of Dr Amir Malik, 
Dr Sheikh Shakir, Sh 
Raju Kumar (Opthalmic 
Technician) and Ms Rani 
Devi (MLHP).

The school manage-
ment extended their 
gratitude to health 
department for organiz-
ing the camp.

General health check 
up camp held at JNV 
Arnora (Ghat)
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By: Shreya Sen-Handley

The tide of natural 
disasters, pandemics, 
and social anarchy of 

the last few years has been 
a shock to us all. But there’s 
been a different shock to my 
system that’s grown insis-
tent over time. And unlike 
the tremors we’re all reeling 
from, this has been mostly 
delightful. I call it the shock 
of recognition, and it’s pretty 
much taken over my life.
More and more, as they 

grow, I encounter myself in 
my children, but the persis-
tence with which it happens 
doesn’t make the jolt any less 
forceful. Last summer was 
the first time it really caught 
my eye, as I flicked through 
family holiday photos on the 
island of Jersey in the English 
Channel. I spotted a snap of 
me, striking a pose in the 
stern of a boat, of which I had 
absolutely no recollection. 
For a split-second I worried 
that my memory had dete-
riorated beyond redemption, 
only to realise that it wasn’t 
my picture at all that I was 
examining, but one of my rap-
idly-changing, now-teenage 
daughter!
In my mind’s eye, my 

daughter is still a child, and 
I look like I did a few years 
ago, before my newfound dia-
betes piled on the pounds. As 
a result, when I happen upon 
my daughter’s new avatar, 
so strikingly similar to my 
previous self, I am fleetingly 
befuddled by it; am I looking 

at a doppelganger or a mirror 
image? How can I be standing 
here and over there as well? 
That she borrows liberally 
from my wardrobe, and not 
always with my permission, 
only strengthens these surreal 
impressions.
That shock of recognition 

isn’t always as heartwarm-
ing, however. At a rousing 
Bruce Springsteen concert in 
Birmingham last month, I was 
struck by a horrible thought 
— that the man I’d idolised 
for 40 years had begun to look 
like my late Dadu! I don’t 
mean grandfatherly in gener-
al; none of us are getting any 
younger. I mean actually like 
my Dadu, with the same full 
head of silver hair and patri-
cian facial features.
In the past, debating the evo-

lutionary scientific premise 
that humans opt for partners 
who most resemble them-
selves (or their parents), I’ve 
laughed it off with a “Do I 
have a ginger beard, quill-
sharp nose, and rosy skin like 
my husband?”
The fact, therefore, that 

a man I adore (Bruce) had 
metamorphosed into another 
beloved fella (Dadu) shook 
me up a little. Had that always 
been the appeal, I asked 
myself with horror. But then, 
I searched the net (strictly for 
research, ahem) and was reas-
sured by the many gorgeous 
photos of Springsteen in his 
youth, where he looked more 
like himself and less like my 
Dadu (also handsome but dis-
parately so). That the concert 

was amazing reminded me as 
well that I’d always loved his 
passionate music as much as 
his appearance.
Yet, there’s no denying 

how frequently these days 
I spot familiar features on a 
stranger’s face, and specu-
late whether it’s a trick of the 
light, a kink in my brain, or a 
measure of my time on this 
planet. Dining out with my 
husband recently, I pointed 
to a friend of my youth at a 
nearby table, perfectly aware 
that he couldn’t be the man he 
so closely resembled. I knew 
from Facebook that my old 
friend no longer had the rip-
pling hair, muscles, or enthu-
siasm for what was obvious-
ly a blind date, of our dead 
ringer of a neighbour.
Are there, I ruminated, only 

so many faces that get recy-
cled again and again? In my 
nearly 50 years, have I seen 
every possible visage there is 
to see in this world, with each 
new face now a mere regurgi-
tation?
Nor is this persistent feeling 

of déja vu only about people. 
A lifelong travel buff, recent 
trips have reminded me of 
other fabulous forays. Krakow 
in Poland last week, brought 
to mind Berlin, Zurich, even 
Paris, but was no less memo-
rable for it. Similarly, fresh 
flavours today recall child-
hood favourites, and snatch-
es of songs and scents can 
transport me to the beloved 
haunts of yesterday. Even 
stray moments can feel like 
a reliving, frame by splendid 

frame.
So, will everything in my 

future be a version of some-
thing that’s already hap-
pened? Am I trapped in the 
eighties movie, Groundhog 
Day? Or, experiencing a com-
monplace, yet unpublicised, 
phenomenon amongst the 
middle-aged?
Of course, if the good in our 

lives feel great even when 
familiar, there can’t be too 
many new terrors to fear 
either, only adaptations of 
what’s come before. The coro-
navirus pandemic was only 
original to those (admitted-
ly, the majority) who hadn’t 
lived through other plagues, 
such as the Spanish Flu in the 
last century. Nor is the swing 
to the right around the world 
a surprise to those who’ve 
retained the lessons of histo-
ry. But isn’t that a relief? That 
we can plan for impending 
calamities, because they’ve 
already done the rounds?
Most of all, what’s not to 

love in having what I’ve 
always cherished returned to 
me in contemporary packag-
ing? What’s not to prize in the 
plentiful comfort of the well-
worn? Preloved it’s called, 
in sync with our thoughtful 
new world, and life-affirm-
ing, rather than the opposite, 
in its thousand-fold increase. 
Nor is freshness lost; this con-
stant ‘been there, done that, 
got the t-shirt’ sensation is 
itself a challenge to untangle 
and embrace.

By: Manish Tewari

The ongoing tug-of-war 
between the National Con-
gress Party’s stalwarts, Mr 

Sharad Pawar and his nephew Mr 
Ajit Pawar, has once again shown 
the obsolete nature of the anti-
defection law, and how it has com-
pletely lost its relevance.

In 1985, the Parliament amended 
the Constitution and introduced 
the 10th Schedule which codified 
the legislative mechanism pertain-
ing to anti-defection laws in India.
The intention behind the law was 
to combat and surmount the evils 
of political defection which would 
undermine the very foundation of 
our democracy, and the principles 
that sustain it.

However, the recent instances of 
mass defections in Maharashtra, 
Meghalaya and Goa engineered 
by the ruling dispensation at the 
Centre clearly demonstrate once 
again that the law has failed miser-
ably to achieve its legislative intent. 
The anti-defection law epitomises a 
flawed legislation with noble inten-
tions.

India’s tryst with the anti-defection 
law commenced post the Fifty-Sec-
ond Constitutional Amendment Act 
of 1985. According to this amend-
ment to the Constitution, a member 
of a house shall be disqualified if 
he, or she: (1) Voluntarily gives up 
membership of such political party 
from which he was elected to the 
legislature or, (2) Votes or abstains 
against the directions of the political 
party, without the prior permission 
of the party. The law provided the 
exception that such disqualifica-
tion shall not occur if one-third of 
the members of a House create a 
separate faction, or merge with any 

other political entity. This exception 
was an attempt by the law to main-
tain equilibrium between the power 
of the representative to express dis-
sent, and the powers of the political 
party to protect its political capital. 
However, this attempt was not suf-
ficient to curb defection. Cases for 
defection continued, clearly show-
ing that the law failed to achieve its 
objectives.

The Ninety-First Amendment Act 
of 2003 attempted to address the 
aforementioned issue. This attempt, 
however, also failed to address the 
issue of defection, and had the 
unintended consequence of fur-
ther enhancing the powers of the 
almighty whip.

As a principled opponent of the 
10th Schedule, my opposition is not 
just regarding its practical failure, 
but also regarding its jurispruden-
tial incongruity with Indian law. 
Article 105(1) of the Indian Consti-
tution safeguards the freedom of 
speech and expression in Parlia-
ment. This article was based upon 
the idea that a parliamentarian 
should have the freedom of speech 
to address the grievances of his con-
stituency. However, anti-defection 
laws curtail this freedom of the rep-
resentatives, if it is in dissonance 
with party lines. This is in stark vio-
lation to the very idea upon which 
Article 105(1) was envisaged.

Similarly, the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court, in its landmark judgment 
of Kesavananda Bharti vs Union 
of India, held that parliamentary 
democracy is a basic feature of the 
Indian Constitution. However, a 
party-dominated system that prac-
tically vassalises the parliamentar-
ian, who was elected to represent 
the best interests of his constitu-
ency, violates this basic structure 

doctrine.
It would perhaps be the under-

statement of our times even if it is 
articulated with full rigour that the 
Tenth Schedule of the Constitution 
has sucked the life breath of democ-
racy out of the legislative institu-
tions. While it has spectacularly 
failed to achieve its intended and 
stated objective, that is to curb the 
menence of the politics of Aya Rams 
and Gaya Rams, it has ended up 
turning the legislatures into plazas 
de toros of whip-driven tyranny. 
No longer can a parliamentarian 
exercise legislative freedom accord-
ing to his conscience, common sense 
or even constituency.

While a representative is elected 
by the little person who stands in 
a long line in the blazing sun or 
pouring rain once in five years, the 
legislative life of that representa-
tive is run by the party that gave 
him the ubiquitous ‘ticket’ to run 
for elections.

When I entered the hallowed 
portals of the Parliament, the first 
private member’s bill that I had 
moved was to relax the archaic and 
rigid nature of the 10th Schedule. 
The bill proposed to moderate the 
powers of the whip and ensure that 
the whip only be used as an instru-
ment to prevent situations where 
the stability of government would 
get impacted.

I have again introduced another 
private member’s bill: The Constitu-
tional (Amendment) Bill, 2020.  This 
bill also envisages disqualification 
of a member of a house on grounds 
that he or she votes, or abstains 
from voting in a confidence motion, 
no-confidence motion, adjournment 
motion, money bill, or financial mat-
ters contrary to directions issued 
by the party. This helps in ensuring 

equilibrium between the freedom of 
a member of House to represent his 
interest, and the ability of the party 
to protect itself from any malafide 
political machinations. It is unfor-
tunate that the government has 
failed to appreciate the reform, and 
on the contrary, is weaponising the 
10th Schedule to satiate its incessant 
greed for power and prestige.

On the contrary, the developments 
in Maharashtra, Goa and various 
other places over the years, where 
governments have been toppled 
over the years using unjust and 
foul means, have once again under-
scored that the powers given to the 
presiding officers are not used in 
a fair, just and equitable manner 
to prevent political chicanery and 
manifest illegality that totally 
demolish the essence, substance 
and the very raison d’etre of the 
Tenth Schedule repeatedly.  There is 
a need to seriously deliberate upon 
the role, nature and even the kind of 
person/persons who should occupy 
the chair of legislative institutions 
both in the Central and state legis-
latures.  The recent disqualification 
of Mr Rahul Gandhi, despite Article 
103 of the Constitution of India vest-
ing the powers in the President of 
India and not the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha, given that the ingrediants 
of Section 8(3) of Representation of 
People’s Act, 1951, were far from 
complete, is legally untenable. No 
disqualification was possible, much 
less warranted.

The time has come to repeal the 
10th Schedule of the Constitution of 
India and replace it with something 
that really works both to curb the 
menace of defections and ensure 
that the oxygen of democracy is 
pumped back into our legislative 
institutions.

Guilt is not a pleasant feel-
ing to go through but it has 
a purpose. It stops you from 

getting into a cycle of actions that 
are not good for you and for others. 
When such action happens, the guilt 
in you acts like a brake for you not to 
continue the same act. Guilt is good 
in the right amount and only for that 
period of time. If it goes beyond a 
limit, it eats you up like termites eat 
up the cupboard.

So, you need skill to get out of guilt, 
but, at the same time, not totally 
remove it. It is only when you truly 
realise that you are not the doer of 
any action that there is no purpose 
left for guilt. Until that blossoming, 
a little bit of guilt serves you. It pro-
tects you from any wrongdoing that 
you might engage in.

A mistake is something that pinch-
es you. It is the pinch that irks the 
consciousness and that pinch disal-
lows the mistake to be repeated. Be 
with the pinch and not the guilt. It 
will also stop you from repeating it. 
Your very wish to repent has solved 
the purpose. This wish is an indica-
tion that your intellect is maturing. 
Otherwise, you would not have been 
aware of your actions.

That person who did a mistake has 
packed his suitcase and gone. Now, 
inside you is a new person. Start 
believing in the innocence of the 
present moment.

Krishna tells Arjuna, “I will relieve 
you from your sins. You just surren-
der. Then it’s my responsibility to 
take care of your sins. Don’t worry. 
Drop all that you are holding on to 
— even your dharma.” All that you 
need to do is to let go of everything 
you are holding on to.
You may have gotten angry many 

times, but do you stay angry forev-
er? The Shiva sutra, ‘Atma Chittam’, 
conveys something very important. 
Day, night, clouds and colours all 
appear in the sky, and later disap-
pear. Similarly, the mind imagines 
many things, which disappear just 
as they came.
Just as light fades in the evening, 

anger also fades. It is the same with 
envy. There is a limit to everything. 
When one thought arises, another 
falls away. Where does it go? All is 
in our mind. That mind is the Self. 
Clouds may cover the sky, but the 
purity of the sky remains untouched.

Whatever may be the state of mind, 
the Self is pure. There is no such 
thing as a bad Self. As anger is a qual-
ity of the Divine, it is also a quality of 
the Self ! That is why it is said, ‘Atma 
Chittam’ —the mind itself is the Self.
The mind is part of the Divine. 

When we say ‘Do your sadhana,’ it 
means sadhana needs to be done 
daily. This is because there are mil-
lions of cells in our brain. Some work 
today, and others work tomorrow 
just like workers do shifts in a fac-
tory. The factory is running continu-
ally, but the workers have shifts — 
they come, work and leave. Similarly, 
in our brain neurons work in shifts.
Some neurons are trained today, 

others will get trained tomorrow 
and others will be trained the day 
after tomorrow. Through this pro-
cess, one day you will reach perfec-
tion, siddhi. This will happen only if 
japa chanting or meditation is done 
regularly.

EDITORIAL

Does the anti-defection law silence voice of democracy?

Been there, done that, got The T-shirt

DON’T CARRY GUILT
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: 
Expressing grave 
resentment over huge 
power bills being 
received  by poor people 
of J&K after installa-
tion of smart meters in 
J&K, Lok Jan Shakti 
Party (Ramvilas) J&K 
President Rafiq Malik 
appealed the Lt Gov-
ernor to ask the PDD 
authorities to address 
this grave public issue. 
He said the people 
of our state belong to 
middle class and below 
poverty line families and 
they cannot afford this 
system.This power is 
generated on our rivers. 
The government is send-
ing it to outside states. 
Then they increase tar-
iffs here to buy power. 
How can poor people 
pay ₹3,000- 4,000 bill 
of smart meters,” Malik 
said.  “A cooking gas 
cylinder costs ₹1,250, 
kerosene is ₹100 per 
litre. They can’t afford to 
buy gas cylinders, from 
where they will bring 
money for huge power 
bills. They are killing 
poor people,” he said.

Malik said poor people 
can’t use fans for their 
children in this scorch-
ing heat in wake of huge 
power bills beyond their 
reach.   “We are not 
against smart meters but 
the government needs 

to check the ground 
reality. Poor people 
don’t have the capacity 
to pay huge power fees. 
“They cannot afford the 
smart meter billing. Their 
income is very nominal 
as the majority of the 
people in our area are 
either working as sales-
men, auto-rickshaw driv-
ers or roadside vendors. 
They hardly manage the 
school fee of their chil-
dren,” said Malik.

Malik alleged that gov-

ernment is sucking the 
blood of poor people 
across JK by installing 
the Smart meters and by 
imposing large amount 
of power bills. While 
demanding free power 
and drinking water to 
people of Jammu Kash-
mir, he urged LG Admin-
istration to address this 
issue on priority basis. 
“We don’t understand 
why the government 
is not listening to our 
grievances. Despite all 

resentment, the govern-
ment is going ahead with 
the move,” said Malik.
He said that they want 
flat rates and not the 
smart meter-generated 
power bills. He said that 
given their economic 
condition, they won’t be 
able to afford exorbitant 
bills. “Despite abundant 
power resources, people 
are made to suffer. This 
is our electricity and we 
have first right over it,” 
said Malik.

TOP NEWS REPORT

NEW DELHI, Jul 16: 
Gantantrik Samaj San-
gathan (GSS), a promi-
nent social organization, 
held a virtual meeting 
which was presided 
over by its Founder 
Member, Kamal Singh. 
The meeting witnessed 
active participation from 
members of the Central 
Working Committee, 
marking a significant 
milestone in the organi-
zation's journey towards 
progress and develop-
ment.

One of the key deci-
sions made during the 
meeting was the dis-
solution of the present 
body, paving the way 
for the formation of a 
new committee that 
will effectively cater to 
the diverse needs and 
aspirations of GSS 
members. Ranchhor 
Singh was nominated 

and entrusted with the 
responsibility of serving 
as the Incharge of the 
Sangathan until the for-
mation of the new com-
mittee.

The meeting passes 
several resolutions 
aimed at strengthen-
ing GSS and enhanc-
ing its impact on soci-
ety. The first resolution 
addressed the urgent 
need for the registration 
of Gantantrik Samaj 
Sangathan, which will 
provide the organiza-
tion with legal stand-
ing and authentication. 
This development is 
anticipated to streamline 
various processes and 
empower GSS to oper-
ate more effectively.

Another notewor-
thy resolution passed 
during the meeting was 
the decision to hold 
regular virtual meetings 
every Saturday. This 

move will allow GSS 
members from differ-
ent states to actively 
engage in discussions, 
share ideas, and con-
tribute towards the 
organization's growth 
and development. The 
virtual meetings will 
serve as a platform 
to address important 
issues, develop strate-
gies, and ensure unity 
among GSS members.

Furthermore, in an 
effort to streamline com-
munication and provide 
a consolidated platform 
for GSS's online pres-
ence, the meeting also 
emphasized the club-
bing of two separate 
websites into a single, 
comprehensive website. 
This consolidation will 
not only enhance acces-
sibility for members and 
the general public but 
also promote a cohesive 
and unified approach in 

disseminating informa-
tion about GSS's initia-
tives, programs, and 
achievements.

To ensure compre-
hensive representation 
and participation, GSS 
has decided to include 
members from every 
state and union terri-
tory across the country 
in its Central Work-
ing Committee. This 
inclusive approach will 
foster diversity, promote 
regional perspectives, 
and establish a broad-
based decision-making 
process within GSS.

To maintain the 
momentum and con-
tinue fostering collabo-
ration and progress, 
GSS will continue to 
conduct virtual meetings 
every Saturday, focused 
solely on GSS agenda 
items. This will provide 
a platform for mem-
bers to actively engage, 

exchange ideas, and 
contribute towards the 
organization's objec-
tives.

K a m a l  S i n g h 
expressed his optimism 
and gratitude towards 
the commitment and 
dedication demonstrat-
ed by GSS members 
during the virtual meet-
ing. He emphasized the 
importance of unity, col-
laboration, and inclusiv-
ity in achieving GSS's 
mission of social and 
political progress.

Among those who par-
ticipated in the meeting 
include Rancher Singh 
from Rajasthan, Pritam 
Singh Saini from J&K 
UT, Madan Mohan from 
Jharkhand, Shiv Dass 
Mahajan from Maha-
rashtra, Adv Mukesh 
Singh from Allahabad, 
Hitler Singh from Delhi, 
Adv Jaipal, Pawan Saini 
Gujarat and others.

GSS dissolves present body, appoints 
Ranchhor Singh as Interim Incharge

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: BJP 
Mahila Morcha Jammu 
South, as part of its 
ongoing initiative to raise 
awareness about the 
benefits of millets, orga-
nized another impactful 
awareness program 
at the Anganwadi of 
Narwal Panchayat. The 
event, led by Divya Jain, 
President BJP South 
Jammu, aimed to edu-
cate and encourage the 
community to embrace 
the consumption of mil-
lets in their daily lives.

To engage the children 
and introduce them to 
the nutritious qualities 
of millets, a delicious 
Kheer made with Samak 
Rice was prepared and 
distributed among them. 
The children relished the 
taste and appreciated 

the captivating aroma 
of the dish, indicating 
a positive response 
towards incorporating 
millets into their diet.

During the event, a 
special presentation 
of Ragi, Jowar, and 
Samak Rice was made 
to Rekha Sharma, an 
Anganwadi worker. 
This gesture aimed to 
encourage and sup-
port the Anganwadi 
staff in promoting the 
consumption of millets 
among the beneficiaries 
they serve.

Divya Jain, in her 
address, emphasized 
the significance of Shri-
ann (millets) in main-
taining a healthy life-
style. She applauded 
the efforts of Anganwadi 
workers and encour-
aged them to incorpo-

rate millets more promi-
nently in the meal plans 
of the children. She also 
highlighted the nutri-
tional benefits of millets 
and their role in com-
bating malnutrition and 
promoting overall well-
being. The program also 
included a discussion 
on various recipes and 
cooking methods involv-
ing millets. Participants 
actively shared their 
experiences and ideas, 
fostering a sense of 
community and knowl-
edge exchange.

Mahila Morcha Prab-
hari Radha Sharma, 
Vice President Sarojini 
Sharma, Mandal Presi-
dent Kamlesh Magotra, 
and Social Media Con-
vener Leela Chhetri 
were present during the 
event.

BJP Mahila Morcha South organizes 
another Millet awareness programme 
at Anganwadi Centre Narwal

Under hard economic condition, poor unable 
to afford exorbitant electricity bills: Rafiq

TOP NEWS REPORT

ARNIA, Jul 16: Arnia 
Shiv Sena Hindustan 
Unit today under the 
leadership of J&K Presi-
dent Pt Rajesh Kesari 
on Sunday condemned 
the killing of two non-
local labourers in Shop-
ian and said none of 
the terrorists would be 
spared and the region 
would be cleared of 
terrorism."Cowardly 
Pakistani terrorists have 
once again committed 
a grave crime by killing 
labourers who come to 
Kashmir to earn their 
livelihood. The con-
spiracy to target poor 
labourers was hatched 
by Pakistan to create a 
fear among the people," 
Kesri said.

Kesri said such con-
spiracies will be defeat-

ed and Jammu and 
Kashmir cleared of ter-
rorists as was done in 
the past when police 
and paramilitary forces 
eliminated hundreds of 
terrorists responsible 
for killing of innocent 
civilians."None of the 
terrorists will be spared.

Our brave security 
forces have carried out 
strong action against 
Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism, breaking its 
backbone in the valley 
with back-to-back suc-
cessful operations by 
security forces," he 
said.He said Pakistan-
sponsored terrorists are 
desperate and they're 
targeting innocent and 
unarmed civilians in 
frustration."They will 
have to pay a heavy 
price for their crimes 

against humanity. The 
accounts will be settled 
with interest," Kesri said.

Kesri further said that 
given Kashmir is fast on 
track of normalcy, par-
ticularly seen in huge 
reduction in acts of terror 
and violence incited, 
aided and abated from 
across the border, it 
appears that Pakistani 
agencies are using terror 
modules to supply drug 
and narcotics so as to 
derail the process.

As the economy of 
Pakistan is in a dire 
situation and funding 
to terror modules from 
state has stopped, 
Pakistan agencies are 
increasingly relying 
on mobilising funds by 
smuggling drugs and 
narcotics to India in con-
nivance with Pakistan 

agencies, added Kesri. 
The phenomenon of 
drug and narcotics ped-
dling aims at corrupting 
the young minds and 
promote the growth of 
hybrid terrorism, i.e. cre-
ating a terrorist mindset 
among ordinary citizens 
and youth who are oth-
erwise engaged in their 
day-to-day and educa-
tion businesses, added 
Kesri.

Prominent among 
those present on the 
occasion include Jagmal 
Pradhan Gara Ram, Om 
Prakash, Rajiv Pradhan, 
Balveer Kumar, Arnia 
Pradhan Vijay Luthra, 
Brijesh Kumar, Labba 
Baba, Balwant Fauji, 
Darshana Devi, Jyoti 
Devi, Poli Devi ,Rajni 
Devi, Neeru Devi and 
dozens of Shiv Sainiks.

Pakistan pushes narco-terror 
strategy in J&K: Rajesh 

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: On the 
instructions of Hindustan Shiv 
Sena State President Vikrant 
Kapoor, Shiv Sena workers 
have opened a front against the 
government for huge electricity 
bills after installation of smart 
meters. In this series, on behalf 
of the Jammu city unit of Hin-
dustan Shiv Sena, a vigorous 
demonstration was held against 
the electricity department in 
Ward 28 of Gurha Bakshi Nagar 
today. The protest was led by 
City President Appurav Gupta 
and  Vice President Rohan 
Malwal, while Women's Wing 
President Diksha Malwal and 
Vice President Vishali Gupta 
also participated in the protest 
along with their supporters in 
large numbers.

During this, while address-
ing the protesters, these lead-
ers said that the people were 
assured by the Electricity 
Department that there would 
be no difference in the elec-
tricity bills after the installation 

of smart meters. But the way 
huge electricity bills are being 
handed over to the people, 
there is a lot of resentment 
among the people. They said 
that on the instructions of its 
State President Vikrant Kapoor, 
Hindustan Shiv Sena has decid-
ed to open a front against the 
government by coming on the 
streets to solve this problem of 
the people. That's why protests 
are being held today so that the 
eyes of the government can be 
opened. They expressed anger 
by raising slogans against the 
Electricity Department, BJP's 

central government and the 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor's administration. They 
also asked the BJP leaders why 
they are keeping silence in this 
matter. They alleged that the 
BJP government is completely 
against the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir. They said that 
ever since the BJP govern-
ment came to power at the 
Centre, the common people of 
Jammu and Kashmir are in a 
bad condition. People are also 
deprived of Basic facilities like 
electricity and water. They said 
that such a government has no 

right to remain in power. People 
want them to oust the BJP from 
power in the coming Lok Sabha 
elections.

They said that ever since the 
BJP government came to power 
at the Centre, the BJP has made 
Jammu and Kashmir a labora-
tory. Before starting any scheme 
in the country, it is trialled in 
Jammu and Kashmir. They said 
that today people are worried 
about the electricity bills coming 
from smart meters. They alleged 
that no state in the country has 
such smart meters, but the BJP 
government at the Center has 
started its trial from Jammu and 
Kashmir. They said that due to 
the wrong decision of the gov-
ernment, now the electricity bills 
have troubled the poor people. 
The one who used to get a bill 
of five hundred rupees earlier, 
is now getting a bill of five thou-
sand rupees. They warned that 
if this problem of the people is 
not resolved at the earliest, a big 
agitation will be organized in the 
coming days.

HSS protests against Govt over 
high electricity bills

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: A 
plantation drive was 
organized by the 
Bharat Vikas Parishad 
Vivekananda branch 
in collaboration with 
the Forest Depart-
ment. The event wit-
nessed the participa-
tion of Dev Raj Sharma 
(Regional President, 
North Region), Arun 
Sharma (Joint Gen-

eral Secretary), Amita 
Sharma (Regional Sec-
retary, Mahila), Bharat 
Bhushan Sharma (Prant 
President), Vijay Phoaj 
(Branch President), and 
Kohli Sahib, Kapaij, 
Kulbhushan Atri (Sec-
retary/Treasurer).

Over 50 plants with 
various medicinal 
values were planted 
during the drive. Vijay 
Sharma (Vice President, 
Samparak Parmukh 

BVP JkPrant) and Vijay 
J (Executive Member) 
were prominent par-
ticipants in the event. 
Dev Raj Sharma, the 
President, emphasized 
the urgent need for an 
extensive plantation 
drive to protect the envi-
ronment and preserve 
Mother Earth.

The Forest Depart-
ment was represent-
ed by Forest Officer 
Parveen Singh.

BVP Vivekananda Branch 
initiates plantation drive
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Shanaya Kapoor to star in Mohanlal’ss pan-India 
film ‘Vrushabha’

Actor Sanjay Kapoor’s daugh-
ter Shanaya Kapoor is all set 
to star in Megastar Mohanlal’s 
upcoming pan-India film ‘Vrush-
abha’.

Even before the release of her 
debut film ‘Bedhadak’, Shanaya 
signed her new movie.

Apart from her, the film will 
also star, Mohanlal, Zahrah S 
Khan and Telugu actor Roshann 
Meka in the lead roles.

Taking to Instagram, trade 
analyst Taran Adarsh shared 
the news and wrote, “SHANAYA 
KAPOOR, ZAHRAH S KHAN 
TO STAR IN MOHANLAL’S 
PAN-INDIA FILM ‘VRUSH-
ABHA’... #ShanayaKapoor 
[daughter of #SanjayKapoor] 
and #ZahrahSKhan [daughter 
of #SalmaAgha] to star oppo-
site #RoshannMeka [who has 
acted in several #Telugu films] in 
PAN-#India film #Vrushabha… 
Stars #Mohanlal in the central 
role.  The film will be produced 
by Ektaa Kapoor.”

Few days ago, producer Ektaa 
Kapoor made the announce-
ment about her new film ‘Vrush-
abha’ in collaboration with actor 
Mohanlal.

Taking to Insta, Ektaa shared 
a picture featuring herself, her 
father-actor Jeetendra and 
Mohanlal. Sharing the picture, 
she wrote, “Posing with d legend 
n the genius !!!! JAI MATA DI 

so excited to b working with the 
actor par excellence @mohan-
lal. Balaji Telefilms partners with 
Connekkt Media and AVS Stu-
dios for VRUSHABHA - a Pan 
India bilingual Telugu Malayalam 
Film starring megastar Mohan-
lal. High on emotions and VFX, 
the film is an Epic Action Enter-
tainer transcending generations. 
Touted to be one of the biggest 
films of 2024, VRUSHABHA, 
directed by Nanda Kishore, 
goes on floors later this month 
and will be released simulta-
neously in Malayalam, Telugu, 
Kannada, Tamil and Hindi.” The 
film is an epic action entertainer 
transcending generations.

‘Vrushabha’, directed by 
Nanda Kishore, goes on floors 
later this month and will be 
released simultaneously in 
Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada, 
Tamil and Hindi.

The film is slated to release in 
2024. Shanaya will be making 
her acting debut with Karan 
Johar’s ‘Bedhadak’, in which 
she will be seen essaying the 
role of Nimrit. The film also stars 
Lakshya and Gurfateh Pirzada 
in lead roles.

In March 2022, she announced 
the news on her Instagram 
handle and unveiled her first 
look from the film.

The official release date of the 
film is still awaited.

Actor Priyanka Chopra 
Jonas has lent support 
to the strike called by 
a Hollywood’s actors 
union and said she 
stands in solidarity with 
her colleagues.

The Screen Actors 
Guild-American Fed-
eration of Radio and 

Television Artists (SAG-
AFTRA) voted to join 
screenwriters in the first 
joint strike after failing to 
reach a consensus for 
a new contract with the 
studios and streaming 
services, represented 
by the Alliance of Motion 
Picture and Television 

Producers (AMPTP).
“I stand with my 

union and colleagues. 
In solidarity, we build 
a better tomorrow. 
# S a g A f t r a S t r o n g 
#SagAftraStrike,” Pri-
yanka wrote on Insta-
gram alongside a photo 
of SAG-AFTRA logo.

The strike by Holly-
wood actors is the first 
strike since 1980. It is 
also the first instance 
when two major Holly-
wood unions have been 
on strike at the same 
time since 1960.

Members of the Writ-
ers Guild of America 
(WGA) have been on 
strike since early May, 
demanding better 
wages, higher minimum 
pay, more writers per 
show, and shorter exclu-
sive contracts among 
other things.

Priyanka was most 
recently seen in “Cita-
del”, streaming service 
Prime Video’s globetrot-
ting spy series alongside 
Richard Madden.

In Hollywood, she has 
also featured in televi-
sion series “Quantico” 
and movies such as 
“Baywatch”, “Isn’t It 
Romantic”, “The Matrix 
Resurrections” and 
“Love Again”.

I stand with my union and 
colleagues: Priyanka Chopra 
Jonas on Hollywood actors strike

‘Vrushabha’ is directed by Nanda Kishore and also stars Zahrah S Khan

Sunny Leone has 
opened up about her 
stint in the adult film 
industry in the West. 
She said that she 
worked with the crème 
de la crème of that 
industry, and compared 
it to “the Dharmas and 
YRFs” in Bollywood. 
She referred to Karan 
Johar’s Dharma Pro-
ductions and Aditya 
Chopra’s Yash Raj 
Films, two production 
houses she’s yet to work 
with in India.

Sunny was born in a 
Sikh family in Canada in 
1981, and rose to prom-
inence in the US adult 
entertainment industry 
in early 2000s. She later 
quit the industry and 
relocated to Mumbai in 
2011. Her first appear-
ance as an actor in India 
was as a guest contes-
tant in Bigg Boss 5.

What Sunny said about 
her adult film career

“The best part (of my 

adult film career) was 
that I worked with the 
best of the best compa-

nies. When I mean the 
best, I can only compare 
it to the Dharmas and 
the Yash Rajs here. It 
was Vivid, it was Pent-
house. And that’s just 
something that materi-
alised as time went by. I 
read every contract. So 
that the companies that 
were hiring me got what 
they wanted, and I got 
what I wanted. I made 
sure that I was never 
being taken advantage 
of,” Sunny said in a pod-
cast on the YouTube 
channel BeerBiceps.

She added that since 
she was cautious, the 
pace of her trajectory 
in the industry wasn’t 
as quick as other con-
tenders. But she always 
insisted on progressing 
at her pace. “Maybe 
seeing some other girls’ 
success and how fast 

it worked and I had to 
work harder because I 
worked at a very slow 
pace and I wasn’t into 
some of the things that 
were happening around 
me or that wasn’t the 
step I wanted to take 
at that moment. But 
that has been my entire 
life. I have always had 
to work twice or thrice 
as hard. It gets there, 
where I want it to, but 
it just takes time. Even 
now,” Sunny said in the 
same podcast.

Sunny’s upcoming film
Sunny’s film Kennedy 

recently premiered at 
the Cannes Film Fes-
tival. She will be seen 
sharing screen space 
with Rahul Bhat in a 
crime thriller directed by 
Anurag Kashyap. The 
Indian release date of 
the film isn’t known yet.

Sunny Leone says she used to work with ‘the 
Dharmas and YRFs’ of adult film industry

The shooting for 
Pankaj Tripathi-starrer 
‘Main Atal Hoon’ has 
come to an end.

The film was shot in 45 
days across locations in 
Mumbai, Delhi, Kanpur 
and Lucknow. The team 
wrapped up filming in 
Mumbai.

Helmed by director 
Ravi Jadhav, ‘Main Atal 
Hoon’ features Tripathi 
as the late three-time 
Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, who 
was conferred with the 
country’s highest civil-
ian honour, the Bharat 
Ratna. The film is writ-
ten by Rishi Virmani 
and Ravi Jadhav while 
the music has been 
composed by Salim-
Sulaiman.

Announcing the wrap, 
Tripathi took to Insta-
gram and expressed his 
gratitude.

“Yeh ‘Atal’ safer hume-
sha ke liye yaadgaar 

rahega. Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee ji jaise mahaa-
nubhav vyakti ke pehlu 
ko bade parade par 
saakar karne ke liye 
khud ko bhagyashali 
samajhta hun (This 
‘Atal’ journey will be 
remembered forever!I 
consider myself fortu-
nate to have received 
the opportunity to por-
tray the great person-
ality  ‘Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’ ji on the big 
screen. MainAtalHoon,” 
he wrote.”

During the Lucknow 
shooting schedule, 
Tripathi met the UP CM 
Yogi Adityanath, and 
discussed the film at 
length.

The makers of the film 
wrapped up the shoot.

A Bhanushali Studios 
Limited and Legend Stu-
dios production, ˜Main 
Atal Hoon’ is produced 
by Vinod Bhanushali, 
Sandeep Singh, Sam 
Khan & Kamlesh Bha-
nushali. The film will 
release this December.

Pankaj Tripathi wraps ‘Main Atal 
Hoon’ shoot, calls it memorable

Actor Madalsa Sharma 
believes that the audi-
ence has the power to 
determine the success 
of a project and that 
word of mouth public-
ity can make or break 
it. She also empha-
sizes the importance 
of the audience as the 
ultimate judge, and dis-
cusses her experience 
working on the TV show 
“Anupamaa”. Sharma is 
currently focused on 
her show but is open to 
opportunities in other 
mediums. On a per-
sonal note, she men-
tions that she and her 
husband are planning 
to start a family in the 
future.

Actor Madalsa Sharma 
feels that no one other 
than the public can 
decide the fate of any 
project.

“The audience has the 
power to make or break 
a project. Word of mouth 
publicity can only add 
or deduct a few digits 
here and there, that’s 
it. People come and go, 
but if the project has 
public support, it will go 
on. Also, when actors 
who were formerly a 
part of the crew go out 

and try to tear the show 
down, their question-
able attempts fall hollow, 
since the audience is the 
greatest judge,” adds 
the Banaras and Dil 
Sala Sanki actor.

Sharma has been 
part of a TV daily for 
over three years. She 
adds, “It was my first 

show since I had previ-
ously been involved in 
both Hindi and regional 
films. I was doing good 
work but after my mar-
riage, I decided to slow 
down but my actor-hus-
band (Mimoh) and my 
father-in-law (Mithun 
Chakraborty) made me 
reconsider my decision. 

It was then that Rajan 
(Shahi) sir offered me 
Anupamaa and since 
then I am playing Kavya, 
one of the pivotal char-
acters of the show. This 
association has made 
me very close and pos-
sessive for the show.”

Sharma is currently 
focusing on her show 
since she believes tele-
vision’s enormous reach 
has benefited her skills. 
“Love of audience works 
like an instant booster 
for me. It peps me up 
and I want to work with 
honesty. For now, TV 
doesn’t leave me with 
much time but if some-
thing good comes up 
from other mediums I 
will surely balance it with 
my ongoing project.”

On the personal front, 
Sharma reveals that 
they are intending to 
start a family, but not 
anytime soon. “We have 
discussed this, and we 
both want to plan a 
family but exactly when 
we both will be ready, 
might take a bit of time. 
God is the best plan-
ner, so you never know 
what’s in store for us,” 
she adds on a parting 
note.

Madalsa Sharma: Audience has the 
power to make or break a show

Demi Lovato, the 
famous American singer 
made headlines in 2018 
after it was reported that 
she had a nearly-fatal 
overdose. According to 
the reports, the actress-
singer’s overdose left 
her with serious brain 
damage and severely 
impacted her body. It 
was reported that Demi 
Lovato suffered a vision 
and hearing impair-
ment. Now, during her 
recent appearance 
on SiriusXM’s Andy 
Cohen Live, the popular 
artist admitted that she 
indeed has vision and 
hearing impairment to 
date. 

Demi Lovato has no 
regrets. After five years 
of her nearly-fatal over-
dose, Demi Lovato 
opened up about the 
incident that left her 
with serious damage 
to her brain and vision 
and hearing impair-
ment. The actress-
singer stated that she 
wouldn’t change any-
thing about her life 
or her past, and has 
absolutely no regrets. 
“I wouldn’t change my 
path because I don’t 

have any regrets. The 
closest thing that I get 
to regret is when I over-
dosed,” said the Sonny 
With a Chance star, in a 
recent episode of Siri-
usXM’s Andy Cohen 
Live.

The singer opens up 
about her addictions

During her appear-
ance on the show, Demi 
Lovato also opened 
up about her battles 
with addictions. “I wish 
somebody had told me, 
one, that I was beau-
tiful because I didn’t 
believe it. And, two, I 
wish someone would 
have told me that if you 
just sit with the pain, it 
passes—you don’t have 
to use over it,” stated the 
30-year-old. “It actually 
caused a disability. I 
have vision impairment 
and hearing impair-
ment… The closest 
thing I have to regret is 
that because of what it’s 
caused me today. Like, 
I don’t drive because I 
have blind spots in my 
vision,” she added.

Demi Lovato’s work 
front. As reported 
recently, Demi Lovato is 
set to make her directo-

rial debut soon. As per 
the reports, the singer-
actress is set to foray 
into filmmaking with the 
upcoming Hulu docu-
mentary on Child star-
dom, which has been 
titled Child Star. The 
reports suggest that 
Lovato is planning to 

co-direct the documen-
tary along with Nicola 
Marsh. She is also co-
producing the project 
under her home banner 
DLG, along with ORB 
Pictures and SB Proj-
ects, headed by Michael 
R Ratner and Scooter 
Braun, respectively.

Demi Lovato opens up about vision 
and hearing impairment after 
near-fatal overdose
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NEW DELHI, Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): The former NDA ally 
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party 
(SBSP) on Sunday returned to 
the alliance fold ahead of the 
July 18 meeting of the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance to be 
chaired by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

OP Rajbhar, the founder of 
SBSP, met Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah here today and 
announced the return to the 
NDA.

Rajbhar had contested the 
2022 Uttar Pradesh elections 
with the Akhilesh Yadav-led 
Samajwadi Party.

“Met Shri @oprajbhar ji in Delhi 
and decided to join the NDA alli-
ance led by Prime Minister Shri 
@narendramodi ji. I welcome 
him to the NDA family. The arriv-
al of Rajbhar ji will strengthen 
the NDA in Uttar Pradesh and 
the efforts being made by the 
NDA under the leadership of 
Modi ji for the welfare of the poor 
and downtrodden will get further 
strength,” Shah tweeted.

Rajbhar could join the Yogi 
Adityanath-led BJP Govern-
ment in UP and his son Arvind 
Rajbhar could be offered a Lok 
Sabha ticket.

The BJP is working to expand 
NDA ahead of 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections.

Apart from the current 18 con-
stituents of the BJP-led NDA, 
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 
leader Chirag Paswan, HAM 
chief and former Bihar Chief 
Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi, 
Shiv Sena chief and Maharash-
tra CM Eknath Shinde, NCP’s 
Ajit Pawar and OP Rajbhar of 
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party 
in UP will also attend the July 18 
NDA meeting in Delhi.

The BJP is also in talks with 

the Shiromani Akali Dal, though 
it is unclear if the SAD has been 
invited for the July 18 meeting 
where some other non-NDA 
leaders will come.

Sources on both sides (BJP 
and Congress) cite the 2004 LS 
poll experience to hammer the 
importance of alliances.

It was the year when the Sonia 
Gandhi-led Congress, with 145 
Lok Sabha seats—just seven 
more than BJP’s 138—wrest-
ed power at the Centre having 
stitched together a workable alli-
ance of pan India parties under 

the UPA.
The 2024 LS polls could also 

pose challenges for both sides, 
which are preparing for all even-
tualities.

Outcomes next year would 
depend largely on which way the 
three big states tilt—UP (with 80 
Lok Sabha seats); Maharashtra 
(48 seats) and Bihar (40 seats).

In all three, the BJP has struck 
new alliances—LJP (Ram Vilas) 
and HAM in Bihar; OP Rajbhar’s 
SBSP in UP and Ajit Pawar’s 
NCP in Maharashtra.

Current NDA parties are 18: 
BJP; Shivsena (Shinde); Nation-
al People’s Party, Meghalaya; 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party; Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha; JJP; AIADMK; IMKMK; 
All Jharkhand Students Union; 
RPI; Mizo National Front; Tamil 
Maanila Congress; ITFT (Tripu-
ra); Bodo People’s Party; Pattali 
Makkal Katchi; Maharashtrawa-
di Gomantak Party; Apna Dal; 
Asom Gana Parishad.

The new NDA allies are LJP 
(Ram Vilas); Hindustani Awam 
Morcha in Bihar; NCP Ajit Pawar 
in Maharashtra; OP Rajbhar’s 
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party 
in UP.

UP’s OP Rajbhar returns to NDA as BJP expands in Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar ahead of 2024 LS polls

NEW DELHI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
said on Sunday that the 
bond between India and 
France transcends time, 
echoing in their shared 
values and kindling their 
collective dreams.

Reacting to French 
President Emmanuel 
Macron’s tweet in which 
he posted a short video 
of Modi’s visit to the 
country, the prime min-
ister said he will always 
cherish his visit to the 
country.

In his message with 
the video, Macron had 
written, “To the people 

of India, trust and friend-
ship.” Modi said, “India 
and France…a bond 
that transcends time, 
echoing in our shared 
values and kindling 

our collective dreams. I 
will always cherish my 
recent visit to France. 
Thank you my friend, 
President @Emmanu-
elMacron.” 

Bond between India and France 
transcends time: PM Modi

Said he will always cherish his visit to France

NEW DELHI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): The water 
level in Yamuna was 
recorded at 206.02 
metres at 8 am on 
Sunday against 207.58 
metres yesterday morn-
ing, the Delhi Flood 
Control Department 
said.

The situation of water-
logging in several low-
lying areas of Delhi, 
including on roads 
from Kashmere Gate 
to Majnu Ka Tila, has 
improved today as the 
water level is slowly 
receding, it said.

According to offi-

cials, the water level of 
Yamuna is likely to fall 
below the danger mark 
in the next few hours.

The Yamuna River 
in Delhi crossed the 
danger mark of 205.33 
metres at 5 pm on July 

10.
Notably, the Yamuna 

water level was record-
ed at 207.58 metres 
at 8 am on Saturday. 
At 9 pm on Friday, the 
water level of Yamuna 
was recorded at 208.07 

metres.
The Delhi Traffic Police 

have issued a traffic alert 
restricting movement on 
the Bhairon Marg due to 
waterlogging under the 
Railway Bridge.

“Traffic Alert: Traffic 
movement on Bhairon 
Marg is restricted due to 
waterlogging under Rail-
way Bridge. Commuters 
are advised to avoid the 
stretch”, the Delhi traffic 
police said in a tweet.

Meanwhile, National 
Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) teams 
carried out a rescue 
operation in the low-

lying areas near Pragati 
Maidan late on Saturday 
night as the Yamuna 
River continued to 
overflow, officials said, 
adding nearby areas 
and key roads remain 
affected due to water-
logging.

In a special night drive, 
New Delhi Municipal 
Council’s (NDMC) work-
ers flushed out water 
from the Mathura Road, 
near the Supreme Court 
area, as nearby key 
roads remain inundated 
due to heavy rain on 
Saturday.

Flood situation improves in Delhi as Yamuna 
water level drops to 206.02 metres

NEW DELHI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Union Gov-
ernment has now decid-
ed to sell tomatoes at a 
discounted rate of Rs 
80 per kg. Earlier, Union 
Government was selling 
at a discounted rate of 
Rs 90 per kg through 
National Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing 
Federation (NAFED) 

and National Coopera-
tive Consumers Federa-
tion (NCCF).

“There has been a 
decrease in the whole-
sale prices of tomatoes 
due to the intervention 
of the government to 
sell it at a concessional 
rate of Rs 90 per kg, 
at several locations 
in the country where 

the prices were ruling 
exceptionally high. After 
a re-assessment of the 
situation from across 
500 plus points in the 
country, it has been 
decided to sell it at Rs 
80 per kg from today,” 
said a senior official of 
NCCF.

In just one month, 
prices of tomatoes, in 
various states, have 
jumped up by Rs 
50-100.

It is learnt that NCCF 
is also in the process of 
tying up with organisa-
tions with well-estab-
lished retail outlets like 
Mother Dairy, and Ken-
driya Bhandara so that 
the outreach can be 
extensive and purchas-
ing tomatoes would be 
easy for the consumers.

Govt reduces subsidised rate 
of tomato to Rs 80/kg with 
immediate effect in 
Delhi-NCR, other locations

GUWAHATI, Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): Spiralling vegetable 
prices in Assam’s largest city 
Guwahati has triggered a war 
of words between political 
opponents, with Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma’s blam-
ing ‘Miyas’ for the escalating 
rates drawing sharp reactions 
from opposition parties.

While AIUDF chief Badruddin 
Ajmal said ‘Miyas’ have been 
‘hurt’ by the CM’s comment, 
Congress and other opposi-
tion parties sniffed a collu-
sion between the BJP and the 
AIUDF in ‘communal politics’ 
ahead of next year’s Lok Sabha 
elections.

Sarma, while responding to 
reporters’ questions on high 
price of veggies in Guwahati, 
had said, “Vegetables are not 
priced so high in villages. Here 
the Miya vendors charge us 
more. Had it been Assamese 
vendors selling vegetables, they 
wouldn’t have fleeced their own 
people.”

“I will clear all the footpaths of 
Guwahati and I urge our Assa-

mese people to come forward 
and start their businesses,” he 
added.

Bengali-speaking Muslims are 
generally referred to as ‘Miyas’ 
in the state, with the community 
largely engaging in agricultural 
activities.

Reacting to Sarma’s state-
ment, Ajmal said such words are 
unbecoming of a chief minister, 
who is the head of a state, and 
the community has been ‘feeling 
hurt and offended’.

“This is creating a communal 
divide. If it triggers any incident, 
the government and Himanta 
Biswa Sarma will be responsible 
for it,” the Lok Sabha MP added.

Ajmal also maintained that 
the prices of vegetables are not 
controlled by the Miyas.

Urging the Assamese youth to 
take up agriculture, he added, 
“We will welcome Assamese 
youth join in farming activities. 
But I don’t think they will do it 
as it requires a lot of hard work.”

Congress president Bhupen 
Kumar Borah alleged that both 
Sarma and Ajmal are together 

in creating this ‘Miya-Assamese’ 
controversy to drive a commu-
nal divide between the people.

“As elections are coming 
closer, both of them want to 
divide the people along religious 
lines. BJP has failed to address 
core issues like unemployment, 
price rise, illegal migrants, etc. 
and to divert attention, they 
are indulging in such tactics.” 
Raijor Dal president and MLA 
Akhil Gogoi also claimed that 
such communal statements by 
Sarma was a ploy to take away 
people’s attention from impor-
tant issues.

“There are three main reasons 
for such communal politics. 
The BJP wants to divert atten-
tion from the draft delimitation 
proposal as the opposition has 
been able to lay bare before 
the people that the document 
doesn’t espouses the cause of 
the indigenous people.

“It also wants to sail through 
the elections through religious 
polarisation as it had failed to 
deliver on its promises. And 
also, to hide rift within old and 
new BJP members,” the Siva-
sagar legislator added.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
spokesperson Hemanta Phukan 
also alleged communal politics 
is a tactic by the BJP to hide its 
failures.

“The BJP has failed the people 
and to hide it, when elections 
are approaching, they are taking 
recourse to communal politics. 
Ajmal is also helping them in it. 
I urge the government to indulge 
in politics of development as 
people will reject such commu-
nal tactics,” he added.

Assam CM blames ‘Miyas’ for soaring vegetable 
prices; opposition hits out at ‘communal politics’

MUMBAI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Ajit Pawar along 
with some other min-
isters from his Nation-
alist Congress Party 
camp met NCP presi-
dent Sharad Pawar in 
Mumbai on Sunday, a 
close associate of the 
deputy CM said.

This was the first 

meet ing between 
Sharad Pawar and the 
group-led by Ajit Pawar 
after he rebelled against 
his uncle and joined the 
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment on July 2.

Ajit Pawar along with 
NCP ministers Hasan 
Mushrif, Chhagan Bhu-
jbal, Aditi Tatkare and 
Dilip Walse Patil met 
Sharad Pawar at the YB 

Chavan Centre located 
near the state secre-
tariat ‘Mantralaya’.

Sources from the 
Sharad Pawar camp 
said NCP state presi-
dent Jayant Patil and 
party leader Jitendra 
Awhad had also reached 
the YB Chavan Centre.

On Friday, Ajit Pawar 
visited Silver Oak, the 
official residence of the 
NCP supremo, to meet 
the latter’s wife Pratibha 
Pawar after she under-
went a surgery at a hos-
pital here. 

Ajit Pawar is known 
to be close to his aunt 
Pratibha. In 2019, she 
reportedly played a cru-
cial role in bringing him 
back to the NCP fold 
after he and Deven-
dra Fadnavis formed a 
short-lived government 
after the Assembly polls. 

Ajit Pawar, other Maharashtra 
NCP ministers meet Sharad 
Pawar in Mumbai

MUMBAI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Five minor 
boys entered the Marve 
Creek waters in Mumbai 
on Sunday morning and 
started drowning follow-
ing which two of them 
were rescued while 
search was on for the 
three others, a fire offi-
cial said.

The incident took 
place at 9.38 am when 
the five boys, in the age 
group of 12 to 16 years, 
ventured into the creek 
in Malad area, about 
half a kilometre from the 
sea shore, he said.

Two of them, aged 13 
and 16, were rescued by 
members of the public 
before the arrival of fire 
brigade, the official said.

The three others -- two 
aged 12 and one 13 -- 
were missing, he said.

A search operation 
was under way. Person-
nel of the Mumbai fire 
brigade, police, Coast 
Guard, Navy divers, 
ward staffers and ambu-
lance were at the spot, 
the official added.

5 boys venture into Mumbai’s 
Marve Creek; 2 rescued, 3 missing

MEERUT, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Six kan-
wariya died from elec-
trocution after a vehicle 
of the devotees came 
in contact with a high-
tension overhead wire 
in the Bhawanpur area 
of this Uttar Pradesh 
district.

Confirming the death 
of six kanwariyas, Dis-
trict Magistrate Deepak 
Meena told news agency 
on Sunday that a magis-
terial inquiry committee 
has been constituted 

under the chairmanship 
of the additional district 
magistrate (administra-
tion) to investigate the 
causes of the accident.

According to Bha-
wanpur police station, 
the deceased were 
identified as Prashant 
Saini (14), Himanshu 

Saini (16), Mahendra 
Saini (45), Lakhmi (45), 
Manish (18), and Lak-
shya (12).

Earlier on Saturday 
night, Meena had told 
that 10 people who suf-
fered electrocution were 
admitted to nearby hos-
pitals, out of which five 
died.

On the inquiry com-
mittee, the district mag-
istrate said that the 
superintendent of police 
(traffic) and a senior 
officer of the electricity 

department will be part 
of it.

The joint inquiry com-
mittee will submit its 
inquiry report within 48 
hours. The district mag-
istrate said that neces-
sary action will be taken 
based on the investiga-
tion.

Paschimanchal Vidyut 
Vitran Nigam (PVVNL) 
MD Chaitra V has said 
that a team from Energy 
Corporation is investi-
gating the accident.

Six Kanwar Yatra pilgrims electrocuted 
to death in UP’s Meerut
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WASHINGTON, Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): President Joe Biden’s re-
election campaign ended last 
month with about $20 million in 
the bank, just trailing the $22 
million plus reported by leading 
Republican candidate Donald 
Trump, according to financial 
disclosures released.

The disclosures filed to the 
Federal Election Commission 
point to a competitive money 
race ahead of the November 
2024 presidential election.

Biden has amassed a smaller 
war chest to past presidents at 
this point in recent re-election 
campaigns. Democrat Barack 
Obama had $37 million at this 
point in 2011, while Trump had 
more over $56 million in June 
2019.

The funds detailed in the dis-
closures represent a significant 
chunk of the funding behind the 
campaigns, but do not include 
money gathered by allied super 
PACs, which typically raise mas-
sive sums from the wealthiest 

donors and are due to disclose 
details on their finances later in 
July.

Biden’s campaign announced 
that his re-election effort, when 
including the Democratic Party’s 
accounts, had $77 million in the 
bank.

The President is not expected 
to face a serious challenge in 

the Democratic nomination con-
test. One challenger, anti-vac-
cine activist Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr., reported raising just $6 mil-
lion through June, while another, 
self-help guru Marianne William-
son, took in less than $1 million.

Trump’s campaign, which was 
launched in November, reported 
spending about $9 million in 

the three months through June, 
more than any other campaign, 
according to the disclosures 
wiled to election regulators. The 
spending included more than $2 
million paid to Campaign Inbox 
LLC, a digital fundraising firm.

Florida Governor Ron DeSan-
tis, who ranks second to Trump 
in most opinion polls for the 
Republican nomination con-
test, had about $12 million in his 
campaign account, considerably 
less than the $21 million had by 
fellow Republican Tim Scott, a 
US Senator for South Carolina. 
DeSantis and Scott launched 
their campaigns in May.

Long-shot Republican candi-
dates Doug Burgum and Vivek 
Ramaswamy disclosed putting 
millions of dollars of their own 
money into their campaigns. 
Burgum, the governor of North 
Dakota, lent about $10 million to 
his campaign and Ramaswamy, 
a former biotechnology execu-
tive, lent his about $15 million.

President Biden’s election war chest trails Trump’s 
in size, filings show

Disclosures filed to Federal Election Commission point to a competitive money race 
ahead of November 2024 presidential election

CHEONGJU (SOUTH 
KOREA), Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): The bodies of 
six people trapped in 
a tunnel submerged 
by heavy rains in cen-
tral South Korea were 
retrieved on Sunday, 
firefighting authorities 
said, taking the death 
toll from days of tor-
rential rains that have 
pounded the country to 
33.

Seo Jeong-il, head of 
the west Cheongju fire 
station, said some 15 

vehicles, including a 
bus, are estimated to 
have been submerged 
in the flooded under-
pass in the city.

“We are focusing on 
the search operation 
as there’s likely more 
people there,” Seo told 
reporters. “We are doing 
our best to wrap it up 
today.”

The death toll in the 
tunnel stands at seven, 
he said.

The Ministry of Inte-
rior and Safety said 10 

people were missing as 
of 11 a.m. (0200 GMT) 
as heavy downpours 
caused landslides and 
floods across the coun-
try, with evacuations 
covering 7,866 people.

The ministry data does 
not include those in the 
flooded tunnel as it was 
not immediately clear 
how many people were 
trapped underwater.

Korea Railroad Corp 
has halted all slow trains 
and some bullet trains 
since Saturday due to 
safety concerns over 
landslides, track flood-
ing and falling rocks.

President Yoon Suk 
Yeol, now on an over-
seas trip, ordered Prime 
Minister Han Duck-soo 
to mobilise all available 
resources to minimise 
the casualties, his office 
said, as more heavy rain 
was expected on the 
Korean peninsula on 
Sunday.

Rescuers retrieve six 
bodies from flooded South 
Korea underpass

MOSCOW, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Russia’s 
air defence forces and 
fleet in the Black Sea 
intercepted eight Ukrai-
nian drones over the 
Crimean port of Sevas-
topol early on Sunday, 
a Moscow-installed offi-
cial said.

“No objects, either in 
the city or in the water 
area were damaged,” 
Mikhail Razvozhayev, 
the Moscow-installed 
governor of Sevastopol, 
said on the Telegram 

messaging app.
One drone was shot 

down over the sea, 
five were intercepted 
by Russia’s electronic 
warfare forces and two 
water surface drones 
were destroyed on the 
outer shore, he added.

The attacks were over 
the harbour of Sevasto-
pol and the city’s Bal-
aklava and Khersones 
districts, Razvozhaev 
said earlier.

There was no imme-

diate comment from 
Ukraine on the attack on 
the Crimean Peninsula, 
which Russia annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014.

Ukraine almost never 
publicly claims respon-
sibility for attacks inside 
Russia or on Russian-
controlled territory in 
Ukraine, but has been 
saying in recent months 
that destroying Russia’s 
military infrastructure 
helps Kyiv’s counterof-
fensive.

Russia says shot down eight Ukraine drones 
over Crimea’s Sevastopol

ALASKA PENIN-
SULA, Jul 16 (Agen-
cies): An earthquake 
of magnitude 7.4 struck 
the Alaska Peninsula 
region early on Sunday, 
according to the United 
States Geological 
Survey (USGS).

The US Tsunami 
Warning System issued 
a tsunami threat after 
the earthquake.

The quake was at a 
depth of 9.3 km (5.78 
miles), USGS said.

Magnitude 7.4 earthquake 
strikes Alaska Peninsula 
region, tsunami warning issued

MOSCOW, Jul 16 
(Agencies): President 
Vladimir Putin said that 
Russia has a “sufficient 

stockpile” of cluster 
bombs and that Moscow 
reserves the right to use 
them if such munitions 

are used against Rus-
sian forces in Ukraine.

“Of course, if they 
are used against us, 
we reserve the right to 
take reciprocal action,” 
Putin said in a state TV 
interview, excerpts of 
which were published 
on Sunday.

Ukraine has received 
cluster bombs from the 
United States, muni-
tions banned in more 
than 100 countries. Kyiv 
has pledged to only use 
them to dislodge con-
centrations of enemy 
soldiers.

Putin says Russia has ‘sufficient 
stockpile’ of cluster bombs and 
will use them if necessarySEOUL, Jul 16 (Agen-

cies): The US, South 
Korea and Japan held 
a joint naval missile 
defence exercise on 
Sunday to counter North 
Korea’s evolving nuclear 
and missile threats, the 
South’s navy said, days 
after the North launched 
an intercontinental bal-
listic missile (ICBM).

North Korea fired its 
latest Hwasong-18 mis-
sile, which Pyongyang 
describes as the core 
of its nuclear strike 
force, off the east coast 
on Wednesday in what 
it said was a “strong 
practical warning” to the 
adversaries.

Sunday’s trilateral 
drill was conducted in 
international waters 
between South Korea 
and Japan, bringing 
together destroyers 
equipped with Aegis 
radar systems from the 
three countries, the navy 
said.

Washington and its 
Asian allies have been 
working to improve their 
information-sharing 
system on North Korea’s 
missiles. South Korea 
and Japan are indepen-
dently linked to US radar 
systems but not to each 
other’s.

The exercise aimed 
at mastering the allies’ 

response to a North 
Korean ballistic missile 
launch with a scenario 
featuring a virtual target, 
the military said.

“We will effectively 
respond to North Korea’s 

nuclear and missile 
threats with our military’s 
strong response system 
and the trilateral coop-
eration,” a South Korean 
Navy officer said.

The North’s ICBM 

launch was denounced 
by the US, South Korea 
and Japan, though 
Pyongyang has reject-
ed the condemnation, 
saying it was an exer-
cise of its right to self-
defence.

The latest launch fol-
lowed heated com-
plaints from North Korea 
in recent days, accusing 
American spy planes of 
flying over its exclusive 
economic zone waters, 
condemning a recent 
visit to South Korea by 
an US nuclear-powered 
cruise missile subma-
rine and vowing to take 
steps in reaction.

US, South Korea, Japan hold missile defence 
drill after North’s ICBM launch

KARACHI, Jul 16 (Agencies): 
A Pakistani mother of four, who 
sneaked into India to live with a 
Hindu man whom she befriended 
through an online game platform, 
has been ostracised by her family 
and neighbours here for daring to 
defy the societal norms in this con-
servative Muslim country.

Seema Ghulam Haider and 
Sachin Meena got in touch while 
playing PUBG in 2019 and a dra-
matic love story unfolded between 
the two living more than 1,300 kms 
apart, in countries not too friendly 
to each other.

Seema, 30, and Sachin, 22, live 
in the Rabupura area of Greater 
Noida, near Delhi, where he runs a 
provision store, according to Uttar 
Pradesh Police.

While Seema was arrested on 
July 4 for illegally entering India 
without a visa via Nepal with her 
four children, all aged below seven 
years, Sachin was put behind bars 
for sheltering illegal immigrants.

While they were released from 
jail recently, the news from across 
the border is not so positive.

Seema’s neighbours and a rela-
tive made it clear that they didn’t 

want her back in Pakistan.
“She should just send her chil-

dren back to Pakistan. She can 
stay there. Now she is no longer 
even a Muslim,” said the 16-year-
old son of the landlord in whose 
rented home Seema stayed with 
her children for the last three years 
before deciding to illegally enter 
India to be with her Hindu lover.

The story of how this largely 
uneducated mother of four and the 
wife of a husband working abroad 
could have the courage in Paki-
stan’s largely conservative society 
to abandon everything and enter 
India illegally to be with a much 
younger man still fascinates every-
one in her neighbourhood.

Her home is in the neighbour-
hood of Bhittaiabad, Katchi Abadi 
in the heart of Gulistan-e-Jauhar 
and is nothing much to talk about 
as it is a three-room portion of a 
building devoid of any paint and 
located in a narrow lane full of gar-
bage and overflowing sewerage.

The stench of sewage is toxic 
in the air as one drives down the 
crowded un-constructed lane and 
broken road bustling with people 
and shops on both sides with flies 

aplenty and a general unsanitary 
environment.

As soon as one reaches Seema’s 
house, one myth is broken that her 
husband, Ghulam Haider, who 
works in Saudi Arabia, brought her 
the house for Rs 1.2 million.

“No, she was a tenant with us for 
three years with her children. She 
lived alone with her children. Her 
father-in-law lives some distance 
away from here,” Nur Muhammad, 
the landlord’s son, explained.

Seema and Ghulam Haider had 
eloped 10 years back to Karachi 
and got married against the wishes 
of their parents.

“We saw her call a taxi and leave 
one day with her children and some 
bags and we thought she was 
going to her village in Jacobabad. 
But after nearly a month, when we 
heard about her escapade on TV 
channels, we were all shocked,” 
adds Jamal Jakhrani, an elderly 
man, who was her neighbour.

Efforts to try to talk to women in 
the narrow lane failed as the area 
is mostly inhabited by tribal area 
Pashtuns, Sindhis and Seraikis 
from rural areas and the men 
don’t allow their women to talk to 

strangers and make them observe 
Purdah.

But one noticed some women 
peeking out of their windows and 
main door inquisitive to know what 
was happening.

Jamal, who belongs to the same 
tribe that Seema and Ghulam 
Haider belong to, believes it is best 
Seema to remain in India now.

“If ever she thinks of coming back, 
she will not be forgiven by the tribe 
and secondly, her decision to stay 
with a Hindu has angered every-
one now,” Jamal said.

Mian Mithoo, a high-profile reli-
gious leader in rural Sindh, known 
for using his seminary to convert 
Hindu girls to Islam and even 
bandits, has openly threatened to 
punish Seema if she returns.

His supporters have also threat-
ened to attack Hindu worship 
places in Seema’s village, but SSP 
Kashmore-Kandhkot, Irfan Samoo, 
assured Hindus and Sikhs they 
would be protected.

Samoo, however, is puzzled by 
the whole case and has found 
anomalies in Seema’s documents 
and tale.

“Her national identity card says 

she was born in 2002. So, she 
should be 21 years of age now and 
yet she has four children all up to 
the age of 6 years,” he said.

Samoo also said the police have 
asked Ghulam Haider to return 
from Saudi Arabia but he has been 
in touch with them only on video or 
phone calls.

Samoo is not convinced that a 
woman with a rural background 
would have the courage to plan 
her way to India via Dubai and 
Kathmandu.

An officer at the police station in 
Karachi where Seema’s father-in-
law filed an FIR is also not con-
vinced that it is a simple case as 
it looks.

“The husband also keeps chang-
ing his stories to the police. First, 
he said he bought the house. Now 
he says he paid one million rupees 
to Seema’s family to settle a tribal 
decision when they first fled to 
Karachi,” he said.

“One thing is clear, Seema was 
frustrated with her husband’s 
absence and being forced to take 
care of four children by herself as 
she had no support even from her 
in-laws,” he said.

Malik, a mobile shop owner, 
remembers how, after a year, 
Seema moved into the neighbour-
hood, she used to visit his shop 
to get her balance recharged fre-
quently.

“She always wore a chaddar over 
her head and had half of her face 
covered and also didn’t talk much, 
so that is what surprised me when 
I learnt about her decision,” Malik 
said.

Maulvi Samiuddin, a prayer 
leader in the neighbourhood 
mosque, was initially not even will-
ing to talk about the incident but 
then said Seema was evil.

“Husbands should never leave 
their wives alone for years and 
parents need to constantly keep 
a watch on their daughters and 
sisters or we will have more such 
incidents in future as well, because 
most people, especially women, 
are not educated enough in such 
poor neighbourhoods to under-
stand the consequences of their 
actions,” he said.

“She has brought shame to Mus-
lims and Pakistan. She will sooner 
or later face punishment for her 
actions,” he said.

Family of Pakistani woman don’t want her back, says she’s no longer a Muslim
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J&K Administration is 
pledged to work for the 
welfare of the poor and 
the vulnerable sections 
of the society: LG Sinha
Food Supplementation for Priority House-

holds Scheme would benefit a large sec-
tion of society and it will ensure their well-
being, he added.

The Lt Governor called upon all the 
sections of the society to remain vigilant 
against the elements who are misleading 
the people and working against the interest 
of the poor.

“People should not remain hostage to the 
past. We must join the transformational 
journey of the present to build a golden 
future of J&K UT. Youth is our hope for the 
prosperous J&K and all arms of govern-
ment must work as a team to provide them 
all the essential support,” he said.

In this month’s episode, the Lt Governor 
shared the inspirational success stories 
of innovative and entrepreneurial youth of 
Jammu Kashmir.

The Lt Governor made a special men-
tion of Shakir Ahmad, Adnan Mushtaq and 
Furqan Rashid, students of GHSS, Kreeri, 
Baramulla who have developed an Apple 
Grader and are inspiring others to fulfill 
their dreams.

“I feel proud when I see that young boys 
and girls are working on new inventions, 
innovations with enthusiasm”, he said.

Sometimes unknown and a new path 
create fear in our mind. By breaking free 
of the fear, the youth of J&K are charting 
a path to success and scripting their own 
destiny through entrepreneurship, the Lt 
Governor observed.

One of such inspirations is Safina Mush-
taq of Baramulla who decided to become 
agri-entrepreneur after her studies. Start-
ing with mushroom cultivation, she sub-
sequently diversified in Flower Seedling 
and Protected Cultivation. With her zeal, 
she carved out a successful career in agri-
business, the Lt Governor said.

He said the youth like Sandur Kumar from 
Reasi is a shining example of a successful 
Agri-preneur. Today, he has developed a 
sustainable business model by combin-
ing three areas of businesses, mushroom 
cultivation, beekeeping and dairy. Such 
strength, determination, and grit is the 

real power behind J&K’s faster growth, he 
added.

Peerzada Muqeem, a post-graduate in 
Diplomacy Law and Business tapped the 
huge business potential of Dairy farming. 
With a milk processing plant and future 
action plans, Peerzada Muqeem is script-
ing his own success story, the Lt Governor 
said.

Sharing the suggestions of Shruti Arora, 
a voice artist from Jammu; Srinagar’s GR 
Ahangar; Rajendra Prasad, Sumit Puri 
and Rajeshwar Singh from Jammu and 
Muneeb Mushtaq from Anantnag regard-
ing promotion of voice artists and ghazal-
ists in J&K, public participation in urban 
governance, Inclusive SMART City and 
community participation, the Lt Governor 
directed the concerned departments to 
take appropriate action.

He also voiced the inputs received from 
Jammu’s Loviesh Kumar, Mudasir Ahmad 
Mir from Shopian, Veena Jamwal from 
Samba and Preeti Sharma, a textile artist 
from Jammu on strengthening the role 
of Panchayati Raj Institutions in SMART 
villages and promotion of Textile Art in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

More than 41,000 citizens have joined 
the MYGOVJK platform and are voicing 
their opinion on various topics. Enthusias-
tic response on these idea-feedback plat-
forms has strengthened public participation 
in the policy-making, he said.

The Lt Governor also congratulated 
Dheeraj Bismil and Smt Nighat Nasreen 
on winning the Sahitya Akademi Yuva 
Puraskar 2023 for their rich contributions to 
Dogri and Kashmiri languages, and Balwan 
Singh Jamoria on winning the Bal Sahitya 
Puraskar.

Batch of over 6,600 
pilgrims leaves for 

Amarnath from Jammu 
amid rain

left for Pahalgam base camp in 132 vehi-
cles, while 2,998 pilgrims are heading for 
Baltal in 109 vehicles.

With the latest dispatch, a total of 86,865 
pilgrims have left the Jammu base camp for 
the valley since June 30 — the day the first 
batch of pilgrims was flagged off by Jammu 
& Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha.

Srinagar youth found 

dead in Jammu hotel
for treatment, where he was declared 

brought dead. Meanwhile, police have 
taken cognizance of the incident and start-
ed investigations.

Baramulla Police 
launches major 

crackdown on narco 
terror, 318 held

make Baramulla a drug-free district,” the 
SSP said.

The SSP said Pakistan’s aim to push 
drugs all over the Kashmir Valley, adding 
that “we will not allow nefarious designs 
of Pakistan t succeed. Recently, Baram-
ulla police froze the properties, ncluding 
a house and a car, of notorious drug deal-
ers”.

The SSP Baramulla informed further 
that dedicated teams have been deployed 
to gather crucial intelligence on the drug 
mafia operating in the region.

Acknowledging the urgent need to 
address rising drug-related crimes in the 
region, the SSP outlined the proactive 
measures being taken by the Baramulla 
Police to combat the drug trade in the dis-
trict.

“We encourage citizens to come forward 
with any information they have with regard 
to drug peddlers or suspicious activities 
related to the peddling of narcotics. Togeth-
er, we can build a safer and drug-free envi-
ronment for our residents,” the SSP said.

“The dedicated teams deployed by the 
Baramulla Police comprise experienced 
officers and undercover agents, whose 
job is to discreetly gather intelligence on 
the drug mafia’s operations, networks, and 
supply chains. By infiltrating these criminal 
networks, the teams aim to gather solid 
evidence that will assist in effective crack-
downs and bring the culprits to justice. 
Local residents have lauded this step taken 
by the Baramulla police,” the SSP added.

Amarnath Yatra tempo-
rarily suspended due to 

inclement weather
obeisance there on Friday. With 21401 

pilgrims having darshan on Saturday, the 
total number of yatries who paid obeisance 
at the cave shrine surpassed to two lakh 

mark since the commencement of the pil-
grimage from July 1.

Woman pilgrim killed, 
two cops injured in 

shooting stone incident 
in Anantnag

eight CRPF personnel, on their way to 
perform Yatra, sustained injuries, five of 
them mild, when their vehicle skidded off 
road and fell into a ditch near one kilometer 
from Nilgrath area in Baltal in Ganderbal 
district of central Kashmir.

One among three seriously injured, 
Patil Bhattu, has been referred to SKIMS 
Soura, they said. Condition of the rest of 
the injured is stated to be stable, they said. 
The personnel had taken casual leave to 
perform Yatra, they added.

Leopard captured in Doda
more leopards are roaming in the area, 

the official said.

Army organises ‘Vijay 
Diwas’ arms exhibition 
in Kargil ahead of 24th 

anniversary of ‘Operation 
Vijay’

residents of the city along with govern-
ment officials were present at the cere-
mony.

Colonel Balwan Singh narrated the tales 
of the valiant Indian soldiers during the 
capture of Tiger Hills (located in the Drass-
Kargil area in Ladakh) during the 1999 
Kargil War, as per the official statement.

Furthermore, the statement added, “The 
event received an overwhelming response 
from residents of Kargil and adjoining 
areas. The school children & youth were 
enthralled by the display, as they got a life-
time opportunity to witness the functioning 
and handling of weapons & equipment and 
also could interact with soldiers who satis-
fied their curiosity equipment”.

In addition, a detailed orientation on join-
ing the army through the Agniveer scheme 
was held. Women officers also interacted 
with the attendees, especially with the chil-
dren and discussed with them the role of 
women in the Indian Army.

“Kargil Vijay Diwas is a solemn reminder 

of the supreme sacrifices made by our sol-
diers in safeguarding the territorial integrity 
of our motherland”, said the official state-
ment.

Notably, the Kargil War was fought against 
Pakistan to chuck out the Pakistani troops 
alongside the Line of Control in 1999. It is 
also known as ‘Operation Vijay’.

Rains Lash J&K as MeT 
predicts more

forecast, he said, generally cloudy 
weather is expected with 1-2 spells of rain 
at most places of Kashmir and at scattered 
places of Jammu region in the forenoon 
today.

From July 17-20, he said, rain/thunder-
shower was expected at scattered places 
of Jammu and Kashmir towards early 
morning, late afternoon and evening.

From July 21-22, he said, intermittent 
light to moderate rain and thundershower 
were expected at scattered places of J&K. 
“Overall, there’s no forecast of any major 
rainfall till July 25th,” he added.

As regards temperature, he said, Sri-
nagar recorded a low of Srinagar recorded 
a low of 21.6°C against 20.2°C on the pre-
vious night and it was 3.5°C above normal 
for the summer capital.

Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of 
19.4°C against 16.8°C on the previous 
night and it was 2.7°C above normal for 
the gateway town of the Kashmir Valley.

Pahalgam, he said, recorded a low of 
16.2°C against 12.1°C on the previous 
night and it was above normal by 4.2°C 
for the famous tourist resort in south Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury 
settled at 17.9°C against 18.2°C on the 
previous night and it was 1.3°C above 
normal for the north Kashmir area.

Kokernag recorded a low of 18.8°C 
against 16.5°C on the previous night and 
it was 1.9°C above normal for the place, 
the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 14.0°C 
against 13.0°C on previous night and it 
was 2.2°C above normal for the world 
famous skiing resort in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 25.1°C against 
26.6°C on the previous night and it was 
0.3°C above normal for J&K’s winter cap-
ital, he said. Banihal recorded a low of 
20.5°C, Batote 19.6°C, Katra 22.2°C and 
Bhaderwah 18.3°C, the official said.
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UDHAMPUR, Jul 16 : 
Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
Science & Technology; 
MoS PMO, Person-
nel, Public Grievanc-
es, Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr 
Jitendra Singh today 
said, Udhampur Parlia-
mentary constituency,in 
particular the Udham-
pur sector which also 
includes Katra and 
Reasi that were part of 
erstwhile Udhampur dis-
trict, is going to offer a 
unique religious tourism 
circuit with the integrat-
ed development through 
Rs 190 cr River Devika 
Rejuvenation Project, 
Rs 100 cr Mantalai Proj-
ect, Mansar lake under 
Swarajya Yojana, Sudh 
Mahadev, Surinsar, etc.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
this while convening a 
review meeting with the 
district administration 
Udhampur at Mantalai. 

Referring to Manta-
lai project, which is the 
venue of today's meet-
ing, Dr Jitendra Singh 
said, the project was 
initially started by Late 
Dhirendra Brahamchari, 
who happened to be the 
Yog Guru of the then 
Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and obtained 
the land on lease. How-
ever, midway through 
the project, Dhirendra 
Bhrahmchari suddenly 
died following an air 
crash accident and since 
then the successive 
Congress governments 
did not attend to it and 
allowed it to turn into a 
shambles. However, he 
said, it was only after 
the Modi government 
took over in 2014 that 
the project was revived 

nearly three decades 
later and now a State-of-
the-art Wellness Centre 
cum Tourist Resort has 
come up at this location. 
Similar is the case of 
River Devika which had 
remained unattended 
all these years and only 
after Modi took over as 
Prime Minister, North 
India's first-ever River 
Rejuvenation project 
was approved for the 
renovation and beauti-
fication of River Devika, 
which is held in holy 
esteem, he added.

Elaborating further, Dr 
Jitendra Singh said, the 
holy town of Katra Vaish-
no Devi got its railway 
station only after the 
Modi government took 
over in 2014 and now 
the entire area has been 
included in the national 
PRASAD scheme. In 
addition, the inter-mod-
al Station, the holy spot 
of Sudhmahadev also 
received attention only 
after 2014 and now an 
alternative national high-
way is under construc-
tion for facilitating con-
nectivity. While Mantalai 
and Mansar are already 
being included in the offi-
cial tourist circuit, Shiv 
Khori is also expected 
to become part of it in 
times to come.

Dr Jitendra Singh 
observed with satisfac-
tion, the neighbouring 
district of Kishtwar, the 
pilgrimage Machail Yatra 
lacked basic facilities. In 
the last 9 years, toilets 
and mobile towers were 
provided enroute the 
yatra and in the absence 
of power supply, exclu-
sive Solar Power Plant 
has also been provided. 

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said, the Udhampur 
Parliamentary Constitu-
ency is blessed with the 
treasure of ancient reli-
gious tourism sites in the 
country and it has been 
possible under PM Nar-
endra Modi that these 
religious tourism sites 

have been taken care 
of and developed for 
the first time for ease of 
religious pilgrimage and 
revival of religious tour-
ism in the country. 

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said, Udhampur Parlia-
mentary Constituency 
is the infrastructural 
marvel and best ever 
connected constituency 
in the country, and has 
seen tremendous devel-
opment in the last nine 
years. The Delhi Katra 
Express Highway, his-
toric Kamakhya (Assam) 
to Katra (Vaishno Devi) 
train covering a distance 
of more than 2,000 Km 
and connecting the two 
important destinations of 

religious pilgrimage and 
Vande Bharat Express 
are among the best gifts 
provided by PM Naren-
dra Modi giving boost to 
the religious tourism in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Dr. 
Jitendra Singh added. 

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said, the religious tour-
ism circuit in Udhampur 
Parliamentary Constitu-
ency has a very impor-
tant role in the develop-
ment and progress of 
the region as pilgrims 
across India have a 
desire to visit these reli-
gious sites. Dr. Jitendra 
Singh added. 

Dr. Jitendra Singh said, 
PRASAD scheme ‘Pil-
grimage Rejuvenation 
And Spiritual Augmen-
tation Drive’ aims to inte-
grate pilgrimage desti-
nations in a prioritised, 
planned and sustainable 
manner to provide a 
complete religious tour-
ism experience and it is 
because of this scheme 
of the government that 
religious tourism has 
been revived in India, 
Udhampur Parliamen-
tary Constituency being 
the best example of it. 

Udhampur sector to offer unique religious 
tourism circuit: Dr Jitendra

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: "All Jammu Kashmir 
Auto Riksha Union" was officially con-
stituted in Jammu, with the participation 
of one thousand auto drivers. The meet-
ing was attended by auto drivers and 
owners from all auto stands in Jammu 
city, who came together to address the 
demands and issues faced by auto rick-
shaw owners.

The meeting was chaired by Sunil 
Dimple, President of Mission State-
hood Jammu Kashmir, who highlighted 
the problems faced by auto rickshaw 
owners due to the irresponsible and cal-
lous attitude of the Jammu and Kashmir 
government. A working committee was 
formed to advocate for the demands of 
the Black Auto rickshaws.

The working committee consists of 31 
members. Sanjay Sethi was elected as 
the President of the Jammu Kashmir 
Auto Union, while Haneef Chodry was 
appointed as the Senior Vice President. 

Ajiet Singh and Satish Kumar were 
selected as General Secretaries, and 
Amar Jeet Singh, Pawan Kumar, and 
Vikram Sharma as Vice Presidents. 
Ranjiet Singh and S. Taran Singh were 
appointed as Secretaries.

During the protest, Sunil Dimple 
accused the Jammu and Kashmir 
government of creating problems for 
the Black Auto unions and owners by 
introducing 4,000 new e-rickshaws 
in Jammu city. This has significantly 
impacted the auto transport industry, 
including the black autos and mata-
dors, which have been an integral part 
of Jammu city's transportation system 
for 45 years.

Dimple further alleged that the gov-
ernment is collecting more revenue 
by selling new permits and supporting 
e-rickshaw manufacturing companies, 
while neglecting the matador and auto 
transporters. These transporters are 
now struggling for their livelihoods, 
facing the risk of starvation.

All Jammu Kashmir Auto 
Riksha Union constitued

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: During a 
satsang at Ranjdi, Sadguru 
Madhu Paramhans Ji Maharaj 
of Sahib Bandgi spoke about 
a personal experience from 
1985. He recounted an inci-
dent where he had to deliver 
the wages to soldiers stationed 
in Hamirpur. As he returned in 
the dark, he noticed a deviation 
in his path and started losing 
his sense of direction. Sens-
ing a supernatural force, he 
managed to overcome it and 
encountered a voice question-

ing his presence. The voice 
belonged to a benign spirit 
who revealed that an annual 
fair was held in the mango 
orchard to commemorate him. 
The spirit expressed gratitude 
for the encounter and acknowl-
edged Sadguru Madhu Param-
hans Ji Maharaj as someone 
he would never forget.

Addressing the audience, 
Sadguru Madhu Paramhans 
Ji Maharaj warned of the pres-
ence of evil spirits and ghosts, 
particularly in Jammu and 
Kashmir. He explained that 

these entities can influence 
individuals in three ways: 
overtly manifesting in front of 
them, creating a subtle feel-
ing of their presence, or subtly 
manipulating their thoughts 
and actions. Sadguru Madhu 
Paramhans Ji Maharaj shared 
instances of his encounters 
with spirits, including an inci-
dent during the construction 
of Akhnoor Ashram, where a 
ghost attempted to dissuade 
him from proceeding.

To protect oneself from 
malevolent spirits, Sadguru 

Madhu Paramhans Ji Maharaj 
emphasized the importance of 
spiritual practices, rituals, and 
seeking divine intervention. 
He encouraged individuals 
to maintain a strong spiritual 
connection to prevent negative 
influences, claiming that these 
practices render one impervi-
ous to supernatural forces.

While acknowledging that 
ghost stories may be exag-
gerated for various reasons, 
Sadguru Madhu Paramhans 
Ji Maharaj stated that the 
existence of spirits is men-

tioned in ancient texts such 
as the Vedas and the Gita. He 
cautioned against blind belief 
and emphasized the need for 
discernment and spiritual guid-
ance when dealing with such 
phenomena.

In conclusion, Sadguru 
Madhu Paramhans Ji Maharaj 
emphasized the significance of 
spiritual protection, the power 
of divine intervention, and the 
necessity of maintaining a 
strong spiritual connection to 
ward off negative influences 
from spirits and ghosts.

Madhu Paramhans Maharaj highlights significance of Spiritual protection
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WASHINGTON, Jul 
16 (Agencies): With its 
extremely high levels of 
caffeine, a hip new soft 
drink is raising fears in 
the United States that 
it might be dangerous 
for children, who have 
been snapping up the 
beverage since it was 
launched by famous 
YouTube personalities.

Prime was created 
in 2022 by American 
Logan Paul and Briton 
KSI, two influential You-
Tubers whose wacky 
-- and sometimes con-
troversial -- videos are 
devoured by child-heavy 
audiences.

A first drink, Prime 
Hydration, did not con-
tain caffeine. But this 
year, a second line was 
launched: Prime Energy.

A single can contains 
200 milligrams of caf-
feine -- far more than the 
30 milligrams in a can of 
Coca-Cola, for example, 
or the 80 milligrams in a 
can of Red Bull.

A launch video showed 
the two internet stars 
playing video games 
and table tennis, very 
slowly and without 
enthusiasm at first, then 
frantically after drinking 
the beverage.

Since then, many 
TikTok videos have fea-
tured children proudly 
brandishing the famous 
bottles, set to a musical 
background proclaiming 
“We got Prime, boys!”

However, medical 
experts warn about the 
risks of younger children 
consuming caffeine.

Children under the 
age of twelve should not 
consume the chemical 
at all, according to the 
American Academy for 
Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry (AACAP).

And between the ages 

of 12 and 18, a limit 
of 100 milligrams per 
day is recommended 
-- or half a can of Prime 
Energy.

In addition to restless-
ness, anxiety and head-
aches, too much caf-
feine can cause a child 
to vomit or to suffer from 
high blood pressure or 
heart rhythm problems, 
according to the AACAP. 
Some children may be 
more sensitive than 
others.

‘Eye-popping levels of 
caffeine’

“This product has one 
true target market: chil-
dren under the age of 
18, and that is why I am 
sounding the alarm,” 
said top Democratic 
Senator Chuck Schum-
er last week.

Prime Energy comes 
in flavors that might 
attract younger kids, 
such as orange-mango 
and raspberry-melon.

But the drink contains 
“eye-popping levels of 
caffeine for a child’s 
body,” the Senate major-
ity leader said.

The refreshment is 
fashionable because “it 
is born from the reels 
of social media and the 
enigmatic world of influ-
encers,” the senator 
said in a statement.

Schumer announced 
he had written to the 
head of the Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA), demanding an 
investigation into the 
levels of caffeine the 
drink contains and the 
marketing strategy 
adopted.

The FDA respond-
ed this week that it is 
“reviewing the con-
cerns” raised by the 
senator, and that it 
would respond to him 
directly.

“We encourage care-
givers and families to 
read a product’s label 
before giving the prod-
uct to their child,” an 
FDA spokesperson said 
in a statement.

The can does feature 
a discreet line indicat-
ing that the drink is not 
recommended for those 
under 18, though the 
warning may not be 
obvious to everyone 
planning to pop one 
open.

The FDA -- which has 
already issued warnings 
in the past against sev-
eral companies market-
ing both alcoholic and 
caffeinated beverages 
-- noted that adults can 
generally consume up 
to 400 milligrams of caf-
feine per day without 
harmful effects, or four 
to five cups of coffee.

Expanding market
Paul partially respond-

ed to the controversy in 
a video posted to social 
media on Thursday.

He said he was offend-
ed by articles in some 
media that reported that 
Canada had recalled 
Prime Energy cans, 
though the move was 
only an action against 
illegal imports, as the 
drink is not officially dis-
tributed there.

“Prime formulas are 
complying with each 
specific country’s regu-
latory bodies,” he said.

“Actually it doesn’t 
surprise me that we’re 
being targeted by mas-
sive corporate conglom-
erates and the United 
States government,” he 
said, claiming “We’ve 
effectively created a 
beverage so disrup-
tive that it is eating the 
market shares of the 
biggest companies on 
the planet!”

The energy drink 
market is buoyant and 
expanding, and US 
supermarket shelves 
are stocked with several 
brands.

In its first year of oper-
ations, Prime sold $250 
million worth of prod-
ucts, Paul had previous-
ly said in an interview.

Viral caffeine-heavy soft 
drink raises concerns for 
US kids

NEW DELHI, Jul 16  
(Agencies): The Indian 
Statistical Institute is 
91 years old. Despite 
its near-century of exis-
tence, numbers from 
the Indian government’s 
official statistical agency 
continues to be viewed 
with skepticism by many. 
In fact, the latest debate 
on our archaic statistical 
framework has ensued 
just weeks after the 
country celebrated the 
National Statistics Day 
on June 29.

Noted economists 
from the Left, the Right 
and the ‘Centre’ (gov-
ernment) are busy 
exchanging verbal vol-
leys on how subopti-
mal methodologies and 
sampling errors can 
often lead to a failure to 
assess actual progress, 
or the lack of it.

The animosity towards 
official economic data 
has reached such a 
point that all official data, 
even when valid, is seen 
as a trick to pat on the 
government’s back.

At the same time, 
there’s no denying that 
India’s statistical meth-
ods need a complete 
overhaul to improve 
accuracy and regain 
trust, despite the signifi-
cant revisions they have 
undergone in the past 
decade.

A GLOBAL PHENOM-
ENON

Distrust of official data 
is not limited to India. 
Statistical manipula-
tion or statistical crimes 
occur everywhere, and 
shockingly, some of 
them have even claimed 
lives. Below, The New 
Indian Express chron-
icles some of the infa-
mous ones.

The pharmaceuti-
cal industry has been 
second to none when it 
comes to misrepresent-
ing data. One of the big-
gest statistical disasters 
in the healthcare sector 
dates back to 1996 
when Purdue Pharma 
launched its addictive 
drug OxyContin in the 
US, setting off one of the 
most debilitating health 
crises in the country 
and unleashing a wave 
of opioid addiction that 
has claimed thousands 
of lives.

Advertised as a safe, 
non-addictive drug that 
was highly effective for 
pain relief, Purdue’s 
marketing strategy 
used an unethical and 
misleading graph to get 
FDA approval for the 
product. It went on to 

convince doctors that 
the drug was non-addic-
tive because it stayed in 
the patient’s blood for 
longer, helping avoid 
symptoms of withdraw-
al. However, it was later 
found that the graph 
incorrectly showed the 
drug’s efficacy to spur 
sales and Purdue was 
forced to pay a $600 mil-
lion fine for its criminal 
actions.

Another famous catas-
trophe, where statis-
tics played a part, was 
in 1986, when seven 
astronauts were killed 
as their space shuttle 
‘Challenger’ exploded 
barely 73 seconds into 
the flight. A subsequent 
inquiry found a major 
flaw in statistical analy-
sis by the solid rocket 
booster engineers, who 
had excluded flights 
with zero incidents from 
their analysis as they 
felt those flights didn’t 
contribute any relevant 
information.

However, it was found 
later that all flights 
with no incidents were 
launched at tempera-
tures above 65 degrees, 
while the Challenger 
was launched on a cold 
day when temperature 
was 39 degrees Fahr-
enheit. The engineers 
believed that there was 
no relationship between 
launch temperature and 
the number of O-ring (a 
mechanical seal pre-
venting gas or liquid 
leak) incidents on a 
flight, while the commis-
sioned inquiry conclud-
ed that ‘...O-ring per-
formance would have 
revealed the correlation 
of O-ring damage in low 
temperature.’

While such fatal inci-
dents may have declined 
over time thanks to 
advanced statistical 
methods, what hasn’t 
stopped is the misuse 
of statistics. Despite 
the availability of tech-
nology and advanced 

data analysis tools, one 
can still prove anything 
through data manipu-
lation. Such mistakes 
could have been forgiv-
en a few decades ago 
when statistical methods 
were still taking shape 
and survey errors could 
have been seen as the 
result of a lack of expe-
rience.

Talking of the wilful 
misinterpretation of 
data, Darrell Huff’s 1954 
book How to lie with sta-
tistics is a classic in its 
genre. The 129-pager 
has numerous examples 
of the rising trend of data 
abuse. Sample this:

A 1950 survey found 
that in Yale University, 
the class of 1924 had 
an average income of 
$25,111 a year. But 
soon, it was realized that 
the survey presented a 
grossly inflated figure, 
as the sample omitted 
groups that would have 
depressed the average. 
Furthermore, it sur-
veyed only people who 
bothered to respond 
and only those that Yale 
could find.

Then there’s Literary 
Digest’s infamous 1936 
poll that stood out for 
its erroneous survey 
results. The magazine 
had run a poll on every 
US election since 1920 
and even acquired 
authoritative status after 
accurately predicting the 
1932 election. However, 
the subsequent survey 
saw irreparable cracks. 
The poll had a biased 
sample of Digest’s 10 
million subscribers 
(largely with a Republi-
can tilt), and forecasted 
a landslide victory for the 
Republican Presidential 
candidate Alf Landon, 
while the actual election 
was won by the incum-
bent Franklin Roosevelt.

Darrell took delight 
in detailing the beauty 
of lying with statistics. 
If you are told that the 
average income in a 

neighborhood was 
10,000 pounds a year, 
which later dives down 
to 2,000 pounds a year, 
that may not be, strictly 
speaking, not a lie. Both 
figures may be legiti-
mate and legally arrived 
at. But the trick was 
using a different kind of 
average each time. The 
10,000 pounds figure 
could be the mean, or 
the arithmetic average 
of the incomes of all the 
families in the area. You 
get it by adding up all 
the incomes and divid-
ing by the number of 
families there are. The 
smaller figure could be 
the median, and tells 
you that half the fami-
lies have over 2,000 
pounds a year and half 
have less.

Cut to the current year 
and averages continue 
to be a tricky area. A 
relevant example is 
presented by Charles 
Wheelan in his 2015 
book Naked Statistics:

Let’s say we want a 
simple but accurate 
measure of the eco-
nomic well-being of 
citizens and to figure 
out if the middle class 
is getting richer, poorer, 
or just staying in the 
same place. As Whee-
lan notes, a reasonable 
answer -- though by no 
means the right answer 
-- would be to calculate 
the change in per capita 
income in the country 
over the course of a 
generation, or roughly 
30 years. Per capita 
income is a simple aver-
age: Total income divid-
ed by the size of popu-
lation. By that measure, 
average income in the 
US climbed from $7,787 
in 1980 to $26,487 in 
2010.

Though it’s technically 
correct, and it may well 
be far from the truth. 
For one, the figures 
aren’t adjusted for infla-
tion. The bigger prob-
lem is that the average 

income is not equal to 
the income of an aver-
age citizen. “Per capita 
income merely takes all 
of the income earned in 
the country and divides 
by the number of people, 
which tells us absolutely 
nothing about who is 
earning how much of 
that income. Explosive 
growth in the incomes 
of the top 1% can raise 
per capita income sig-
nificantly without put-
ting any more money in 
the pockets of the other 
99%. The country’s 
average income can go 
up without helping the 
average American,” he 
concludes.

Among other major 
instances where sta-
tistics went wrong was 
Albert Kinsey’s contro-
versial book on Sexual 
Behavior in the Human 
Male, published in 1948. 
The 800-odd page 
tome was a national 
best-seller alright, but 
was criticized and chal-
lenged by statisticians 
for its ‘convenience 
sampling,’ prone to bias 
and inaccuracy. In other 
words, Kinsey inter-
viewed roughly 5,300 
men and 6,000 women 
in his research, but fol-
lowed no clear sampling 
methodology and so all 
his findings eventually 
turned out to be junk.

These are only some 
of the countless cases 
of misleading statistics 
used in advertising or by 
the political class.

However, this is not to 
say statistics are often 
wrong or that statistical 
analysis rarely unveil the 
truth.

For example, as point-
ed out by economist 
Tim Harford in his book 
How To Make the World 
Add Up, it was a study 
by Richard Hill Doll and 
Austin Bradford in 1954 
that established that it 
was cigarette smoking, 
not vehicular exhaust, 
that caused a rise in 
lung cancer. That was a 
priceless finding.

Still, one cannot 
ignore the numerous 
wisecracks warning us 
about how data and 
graphs hide more than 
they reveal. Therefore, 
in today’s world where 
data is everywhere, the 
only way out of bad data 
can be found in Duf-
fel’s profound words: 
Crooks already know 
the tricks (to manipulate 
statistics); honest men 
must learn them in self-
defence.

Number Games: The Jekyll and Hyde personality 
of statistics

The animosity towards official economic data has reached such a point that all official 
data, even when valid, is seen as a trick to pat the government’s on its back.

MUMBAI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): A significant 
percentage of young 
professionals are keen 
to embrace artificial 
intelligence (AI) upskill-
ing, recognising its cru-
cial role in staying rel-
evant in the job market, 
according to a report.

Around 80 per cent of 
respondents believed 
that acquiring AI skills 
can give them a com-
petitive advantage and 
will open doors to excit-
ing job opportunities, 
according to the report 
by jobs and profession-
al networking platform 
apna.co.

The report is based 
on an online survey by 
apna.co with more than 
5,000 young profes-
sionals between 18-35 
years and was conduct-
ed in June.

The report further 
revealed that a sig-
nificant (65 per cent) 
of young profession-
als showed interest in 
acquiring skills in the 
digital marketing space.

The growing promi-
nence of digital market-
ing as a sought-after 
domain highlights its 
importance in today’s 
job market and respon-
dents recognised its 

value in driving business 
growth and reaching 
target audiences in this 
era, the report added.

“The report mirrors 
the efforts of the Indian 
youth, who are increas-
ingly recognising the 
importance of upskill-
ing themselves with the 
emerging technologies 
in the transformed work 
ecosystem,” apna.co 
co-founder and CEO 
Nirmit Parikh noted.

The report revealed 
that 7 out of 10 respon-
dents have taken proac-
tive steps by enrolling 
in upskilling initiatives, 
demonstrating their 
commitment to per-
sonal and professional 
growth.

T h i s  p roac t i ve 
approach reflects the 
awareness among 
young professionals that 
upskilling is essential 
for staying competitive 
and securing rewarding 
career opportunities, it 

said.
Family and personal 

commitments, along 
with financial con-
straints, were cited as 
common barriers that 
hinder some individu-
als from participating in 
upskilling programmes, 
it added.

However, the report 
found that a growing 
concern among 7 out 
of 10 respondents, is 
their lack of confidence 
in their current skill-set 
to keep up with the job 
market.

Around 60 per cent of 
the respondents said 
they have established a 
separate personal learn-
ing and development 
budget post-Covid, sig-
nalling a commitment 
to self-improvement, it 
said. This budget alloca-
tion indicated a strong 
determination among 
young professionals to 
address their skill gaps 
and enhance their mar-
ketability, it added.

Young professionals embracing 
AI upskilling for job market 
relevance: Report

SYDNEY, Jul 16  
(Agencies): A 10-year-
old girl in Australia has 
been diagnosed with 
complex regional pain 
syndrome (CRPS), a 
rare and debilitating 
condition that causes 
her excruciating pain in 
her entire right leg.

Bella Macey’s condi-
tion was triggered by 
an infected blister on 
her right foot during a 
family holiday in Fiji.

CRPS is often referred 
to as the “most pain-
ful condition” known 
to mankind. Since her 
diagnosis, Bella has lost 
mobility in her right foot 
and leg, up to her groin, 
and is now bedridden or 
relying on a wheelchair 
to move around, accord-
ing to GoFundMe cam-
paign.

The syndrome, which 

causes chronic pain, 
has brought Bella’s life 
to a standstill as she is 
unable to shower, bathe, 
wear clothes, or engage 
in daily activities without 
experiencing intense 
pain.

Due to the lack of 
answers and treat-
ment options in Aus-
tralia, Bella and her 
mother travelled to the 
US to seek help from 
the Spero Clinic and 
are raising finance via 
crowdfunding.

What is complex 
regional pain syndrome?

Complex Regional 
Pain Syndrome (CRPS) 
is a neurological condi-
tion that manifests as 
prolonged and exces-
sive pain and inflamma-
tion, typically following 
an injury to an arm or 
leg.

This syndrome can be 
acute, with symptoms 
appearing shortly after 
the injury, or chronic, 
persisting for more than 
six months.

The severity of CRPS 
can escalate if not diag-
nosed and treated early.

Symptoms of complex 
regional pain syndrome

The primary symptoms 
of CRPS are severe 
pain, swelling, loss of 
range of motion, tem-
perature changes, and 
changes in the skin. 
The pain experienced 
is often spontaneous or 
excessively greater than 
normal following some-
thing as mild as a touch.

Other symptoms 
include changes in skin 
colour, temperature, 
and swelling on the arm 
or leg below the site of 
injury.

Over time, the affect-
ed limb can become 
cold and pale, undergo 
skin and nail changes, 
and experience muscle 
spasms and tightening.

Diagnosing CRPS 
can be challenging as 
there is no specific test 
to confirm it. Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) cannot distinguish 
between CRPS and 
non-CRPS, making it a 
clinical diagnosis.

What is the treatment 
for complex regional 

pain syndrome?
Treatment for CRPS 

involves a combination 
of physical treatments, 
medication, and psycho-
logical support. Physical 
therapy is the corner-
stone and first-line treat-
ment for CRPS.

Mild cases respond 
well to physical therapy 
and physical modalities, 
while mild to moderate 
cases may require adju-
vant analgesics such as 
anticonvulsants and/or 
antidepressants.

10-year-old has ‘most painful condition known 
to mankind’: Here’s what it is
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ROSEAU, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Ruturaj 
Gaikwad is stoked about 
captaining India at the 
Asian Games and said 
the aim would be to 
win the gold medal and 
ensure India’s national 
anthem is played at 
the podium. With Asian 
Games coinciding with 
the ODI World Cup, 
the BCCI has named 
a second-string Indian 
team for the continental 
event in Hangzhou. The 
men’s cricket event will 
be held from Septem-
ber 28-October 8. The 
format will be T20. “The 

dream will be to win a 
gold medal, stand on the 
podium and listen to the 
National anthem for the 
country,” Gaikwad, who 
was named captain of 
the side, said in a video 
posted by the BCCI.

The 26-year-old, who 
is currently part of the 
Test squad in the West 
Indies tour, has been 
part of India’s white ball 
set up and played one 
ODI and nine T20Is.

With India in a tran-
sition phase, it will be 
a big opportunity for 
the Maharashtra ‘run-
machine’ to show his 

mettle.
“I think this opportunity 

is something special and 
we will play a brand of 
cricket that would make 
everyone back home 
proud,” he said.

“It wil be really exciting 
to be part of to represent 
the country in the Asian 
Games and win the 
medal for the country.

“It’s something that we 
always grew up watch-
ing on TV, seeing ath-
letes win it for the coun-
try. To get he opportuni-
ty, go out there and win 
the medal will be really, 
really special.

“Playing for India itself 
is really a proud feeling, 
and leading the side in 
such a big event, will be 
a great opportunity for 
me personally, and also 
all the team members 
who are alongside me.”

Cricket is being played 
at the Asian Games for 
the first time since 2014 
when India did not take 
part. This time, India will 
be fielding both men’s 
and women’s teams.

“Dream Will Be To Win A Gold”: 
Ruturaj Gaikwad On Leading 
Team India In Asian Games

NEW DELHI, Jul 16  
(Agencies): India started 
the World Test Champi-
onship (WTC) 2023-25 
cycle as the No.1 ranked 
team in Test cricket. 
Rohit Sharma’s men 
are currently in the West 
Indies where they are 
playing in a two-match 
series. 

They are leading the 
series 1-0 after winning 
the opening Test by an 
innings and 141 runs at 
Windsor Park in Roseau 
in Dominica.

Given their current 
form, India will go into 
the second Test as 
favorites without much 
of a doubt. 

The final Test is sched-
uled to get underway on 
July 20 at the Queen’s 
Park Oval in Port of 
Spain Trinidad. It would 
not spring a surprise if 
India go on to win the 
match and the series 

2-0.
However, winning the 

series 2-0 would not 
guarantee them a spot 
at the top of the Test 
team rankings. Aus-
tralia, who are taking 
part in the Ashes, have 
every chance of going 
past them. The Aussies 
are currently leading the 
five-match series 2-1.

let’s take a look at the 

scenarios in the Test 
rankings:

India beat West Indies 
2-0

If India win their Test 
series against the West 
Indies 2-0, then Austra-
lia have to win the Ashes 
by a minimum margin of 
4-1. With two matches 
in Manchester and KIA 
Oval, Australia’s win by 
that margin is on the 

cards. In that scenario, 
India would lose their 
No.1 ranking in Tests.

India beat West Indies 
1-0

If the second Test 
between India and West 
Indies ends in a draw, 
then Australia have 
to win the Ashes by a 
minimum margin of 3-1. 
If that happens, Austra-
lia will become the new 

No.1 Test team. The 
Aussies cannot afford to 
lose a Test in this case.

India vs West Indies 
ends at 1-1

If India lose the second 
Test against West 
Indies, which seems 
highly unlikely for the 
time being, Australia 
have two ways by which 
they can reclaim the 
No.1 spot.

a) If the last two Tests 
of the Ashes end in 
draws and Australia win 
the series 2-1.

b) If Australia win the 
five-match Test series 
3-2

Australia can afford 
to lose a Test and yet 
become No.1 in the 
rankings if India lose 
to the West Indies in 
the second Test. Other-
wise, the Aussies cannot 
afford a defeat if they 
are to topple India in the 
rankings.

India in danger of losing No.1 Test ranking even 
with 2-0 series win vs West Indies. Here’s how

India became the No.1 Test team after winning the Border-Gavaskar Trophy earlier this 
year, but Australia have a great chance of toppling them.

LONDON, Jul 16 (Agencies): 
Marketa Vondrousova did not 
play the Wimbledon last year 
but she was in London as a 
tourist. With her arms placed 
in a sling, the Czech Republic 
tennis player had turned up at 
the All England Club to cheer 
for her good friend, Swedish 
player Mirjam Bjorklund, who 
was playing in the qualifying for 
the first time.

Injuries have hampered Mar-
keta Vondrousova’s consistency 
ever since she won her first title 
at the senior level in 2017. She 
has spent 6 months on the side-
lines as many as 3 times in her 
nascent career due to injuries 
on her left hand. It was a wrist 
injury and subsequent surgery 
that had kept her out of action 
from Wimbledon last year. She 
travelled to London with her 
sister and spent a week’s time, 
rooting for her good friend.

However, cut to July 2023, 
millions were rooting for her as 
she became the first unseeded 
woman in the Open Era to reach 
the women’s singles final at the 
prestigious grass-court Grand 
Slam. Marketa Vondrousova 

had beaten Elina Svitolina to 
reach the summit clash where 
she took on last year’s finalist 
Ons Jabeur.

On Saturday, she put on a 
show in front of thousands on 
the Center Court. She was 
watched on by her younger 
sister, her husband, and her 
team in the box as she out-
classed Ons Jabeur in straight 
sets - 6-4, 6-4 - to become the 
first unseeded woman to win the 
Wimbledon title in the history of 
tennis.

Marketa Vondrousova did not 
play like someone who was fea-
turing in her maiden Wimbledon 

final. She sprung back from set-
backs, mixed aggression with 
deception wonderfully well to 
outclass 6th seed Jabeur, who 
was denied the Wimbledon 
title for the second time in 12 
months.

“After everything I have been 
through it is amazing I can stand 
here and hold this. Tennis is 
crazy! The comebacks aren’t 
easy you don’t know what to 
expect, I was hoping I could get 
back to this level and now this is 
happening,” Vondrousova said 
after lifting the trophy at SW19 
on Saturday.

WEDDING GIFT TO HUS-

BAND!
When she came as an unseed-

ed player to Wimbledon, little did 
she know she would go on to 
win the whole thing. She had 
placed a bet with her coach 
that he would get a tattoo with 
her if she won Wimbledon. Her 
husband, Stepan, had to call a 
pet sitter to take care of their cat 
to leave for London and reach 
Wimbledon just in time to catch 
her in action in the final.

Her husband traveled to 
London with her sister for the 
final and it all turned worthwhile 
as Vondrousova, on the eve of 
their first wedding anniversary, 
won the biggest title of her 
career.

“Thank you to my box, my little 
sister. She is crying! I mean it is 
amazing. Tomorrow is our first 
wedding anniversary. It’s great 
to have you guys here, I enjoyed 
the two weeks so much. I am 
so grateful and proud of myself.

“I made a bet with my coach, 
if I won a grand slam he was 
going to get a tattoo too - I think 
we are going to go tomorrow!” 
Vondrousova said on Saturday.

Tourist in 2022, champion in 2023: Marketa 
Vondrousova relishes ‘crazy’ Wimbledon triumph

On the eve of her first wedding anniversary, Marketa Vondrousova went on to win the Wimbledon 
women’s singles crown. The 24-year-old defeated Ons Jabeur 6-4, 6-4 in the final in LondonLONDON, Jul 16 

(Agencies): Ons Jabeur 
broke down in tears 
of pain after losing to 
Marketa Vondrousova 
in the final of Wimble-
don 2023. The Tunisian 
star, who knocked out 
defending champion 
Elena Rybakina and 
World No.2 Aryna 
Sabalenka on her way 
through to the final, lost 
4-6, 4-6 to the unseed-
ed Vondrousova.

Earlier in the tourna-
ment, the 28-year-old 
Jabeur also showed 
the door of elimination 
to two-time champion 
Petra Kvitova.

Jabeur said that the 
loss was a tough pill to 
swallow, but also vowed 
to make a strong come-
back. It was her second 
final at SW19 on the 
trot, but both times, she 
ended on the losing 
side.

“It’s tough and it is the 
most painful loss of my 
career,” Jabeur was 
quoted as saying after 

the match.
“It is going to be a 

tough day for me, but I 
am not going to give up 
and come back strong.”

Apart from losing two 
Wimbledon finals in 
2022 and 2023, Jabeur 
had also lost to World 
No.1 Iga Swiatek in the 
US Open final last year.

“It is an amazing tour-
nament and I wish I 
continued till the end. I 
want to thank my team 
for always believing in 
me and we are going to 
make it one day, I prom-
ise you,” she said.

“It has been a tough 
journey, but that’s tennis 
and I promise to come 

back one day and win 
this tournament,” Jabeur 
added.

Jabeur struggled with 
her serve as Vondrouso-
va converted six of her 
seven break points. 
Jabeur was tentative 
with both her first and 
second serves, winning 
48 percent points from 
both of them. Jabeur 
was a break up in the 
second set before Von-
drousova hit back with a 
double break to eventu-
ally come up trumps.

Jabeur will now look 
to make amends when 
the US Open 2023 gets 
underway on Monday, 
August 28.

Wimbledon 2023: Teary-eyed Ons 
Jabeur breaks down after final – 
Most painful loss of my career

NEW DELHI, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Bangla-
desh skipper Nigar Sul-
tana Joty said that the 
Tigresses are favourites 
to win their upcoming 
WODI series against 
India. The three-match 
series will take place on 
July 16, 19 and 22 at the 
Sher-e-Bangla National 
Stadium in Mirpur.

The hosts lost the T20I 
series 1-2, but finished 
with a resounding four-
wicket win in the third 
and final game. Joty 

reckoned that Bangla-
desh have momentum 
with them that they want 
to carry in the 50-over 
format.

“I feel Bangladesh are 
the favourites because 
we won the last match 
and though the format 
is different, it will keep 
us ahead,” Joty was 
quoted as saying to the 
reporters.

“The team has got the 
momentum, and we 
don’t want to make any 
mistakes initially and 

start the series well,” 
she stated.

In the second T20I of 
the series, Bangladesh 
failed to chase down a 
modest target of 96. But 
in the third game, they 
made amends by track-
ing down 103 with 10 
balls left in their innings.

“Certainly, we are con-
fident as we are playing 
in our own backyard and 
secondly, after winning 
the last game, everyone 
is [feeling] very positive. 
Everyone is geared up 
more than before.”

Joty also talked about 
India’s weakness 
against leg-spinners. 
Rabeya Khan played 
three games and picked 
up four wickets at an 
excellent economy rate 
of 4.90 with a three-
wicket haul to her name.

“We are seeing India is 
relatively weak against 
legspin and so we are 
using an additional leg-
spinner and the team 
is benefiting and man-
agement is doing what 
is better for the team,” 
Joty added.

Bangladesh are favourites against 
India, says confident Nigar Sultana 
Joty ahead of WODI series

SYDNEY, Jul 16 
(Agencies): Australia 
great Ricky Ponting 
has identified a group of 
young India batters that 
can match the exploits 
of opener Yashavi 
Jaiswal and prosper at 
Test level if given the 
chance during the new 
ICC World Test Cham-
pionship cycle. Jaiswal 
was one of two play-
ers given Test debuts 
for India in the present 
Test against the West 
Indies in Dominica, and 
the 21-year-old quickly 
proved he was up to the 
task, becoming only the 
17th Indian player to 
make a century on Test 
debut.

When speaking on the 
most recent episode of 
The ICC Review, Pon-
ting was full of praise for 
Jaiswal, admitting that 
he was not surprised 

to see the left-hander 
make a strong impres-
sion after seeing him 
amass 625 runs for the 
Rajasthan Royals during 
the most recent season 
of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL).

“I mean (Yashasvi) 
Jaiswal’s IPL was some-
thing special. He almost 
just flicked a switch and 
turned into a superstar 
overnight. Everyone 
knew that he was a 
talented youngster, but 
what I saw in this year’s 
IPL, he’s got all sorts of 
talent,” Ponting told ICC.

Ponting believes a 
slew of other uncapped 
youngsters will be 
inspired by Jaiswal and 
perform similarly if given 
a chance at Test level.

Ponting nominated 
Ruturaj Gaikwad - who 
scored 590 runs during 
this year’s IPL and is 

also in India’s touring 
party currently in the 
Caribbean - as another 
player who may shine 
in the coming years 
and Sarfaraz Khan and 
Prithvi Shaw as two 
other batters that could 
easily adjust quickly 
to the rigours of Test 
cricket.

“There’s a lot of those 
young Indian guys that 

I can’t wait to see play 
Test cricket and yet you 
look at their domes-
tic records as well 
and you can’t help but 
be impressed. I’m on 
record saying that I think 
(Ruturaj) Gaikwad’s 
the same (as Jaiswal). 
I think he could be a 
very serious Test match 
player or all-format 
player really in the next 

couple of years,” Pon-
ting said.

Shaw is another player 
who Ponting believes 
has the potential to 
flourish for India in the 
future if he works hard 
to make a comeback. 
Shaw made his interna-
tional debut in 2018, but 
has not represented his 
country since 2021.

“So, yeah, I probably 
do think those two guys 
would be the standouts. 
I think just off the top of 
my head, batting-wise, 
they’d be the two. And 
as I said, well Sarfaraz is 
the other one that’s got 
all sorts of talent that we 
might not see for a little 
while just yet,” said the 
former Australia captain.

Notably, Gaikwad is in 
India’s Test squad but 
didn’t get the chance to 
play in the first Test.

“Same As Yashasvi Jaiswal...”: Ricky 
Ponting’s Huge Comment On Star Who 

Did Not Get A Chance In 1st WI Test
Ricky Ponting believes a slew of other uncapped youngsters will be inspired by Yashasvi 

Jaiswal and perform similarly if given a chance at Test level.
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: FICCI FLO Jammu-
Kashmir & Ladakh, led by Chairper-
son  Ms. Varuna Anand, organized 
an illuminating industrial visit to M/s 
Naturis Cosmetics at Bari Brahmana. 
The visit, held today, provided FLO 
JKL members with valuable insights 
into the journey and operations of M/s 
Naturis Cosmetics, one of India's lead-
ing private label cosmetic manufactur-
ers.

During the visit, Sanjay Mehra, Direc-
tor of M/s Naturis Cosmetics, gracious-
ly shared the story of the company's 
inception and growth, taking the FLO 
JKL members through various sec-
tions of the factory. The tour included a 
glimpse into the Research and Devel-
opment (R&D) department, the pro-
duction area, as well as the packaging 
processes.

Established in 2011 in Jammu City, 
J&K, M/s Naturis Cosmetics has trans-
formed into a state-of-the-art cosmet-
ic manufacturer, catering to clients 
across India. The company's pres-
tigious clientele includes renowned 
brands such as Nykaa, St. Botanica, 
Boericke & Tafel, Colorbar, Plum, 
Pilgrim Schwabe, among others. In 
addition, M/s Naturis Cosmetics has 
expanded its reach globally, export-
ing its products to UAE, Europe, and 

the USA.
Expressing gratitude to Sanjay 

Mehra for the informative visit, Varuna 
Anand described the experience as 
truly enlightening, with many valuable 
takeaways and learning for all FLO 
JKL members. She emphasized that 
the purpose of such industrial visits is 
to nurture the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship among women and to provide 
them with a deeper understanding of 
the production processes.

Varuna Anand further said FICCI 
FLO JKL has been working tirelessly 
to create a platform for the growth 
and development of women in the 
Union Territory. Through initiatives 
like industrial visits, the organization 
aims to empower women and inspire 
them to explore entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities. FICCI FLO JKL is dedicated 
to fostering women's empowerment 
and creating a supportive network for 
women in Jammu-Kashmir & Ladakh, 
she added.

The core team members who accom-
panied the Chairperson FICCI FLO 
JKL include Ruchika Gupta, Aarti 
Chowdhary, Sona Mehta, Pooja Gan-
dotra, Mona Saraf, Chandni Kapoor 
and members Sapna Jain, Ruhi Aggar-
wal, Shweta Aggarwal, Neha Mahajan, 
Dr. Sandeep Khosla, Dr. Aastha Maha-
jan, Aditi Puri & Ritika Mahajan.

FICCI FLO JKL conducts 
industrial visit to M/s 
Naturis Cosmetics

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: On its 
ongoing Mahajansam-
park Abhiyaan of public 
outreach campaign 
today Former Minister 
Sat Sharma CA, BJP 
Talab Tillo Mandal Pres-
ident Keshav Chopra, 
Ex Sarpanch Trilokpur 
Raj Kumar and other 
leaders started door to 
door campaign at booth 
No 62 of ward 32.

The BJP Leaders went 
around many streets, 
fixed stickers,distributed 
books,Pamphlets and 
other material having 
details of the achieve-
ments of the 9yrs of 
Narendra Modi gov-
ernment. BJP lead-
ers also interacted 
with Prominent Locals 

under its Sampark se 
Samarthan Campaign, 
in which they met with 
Parveen Khanna & 
Manik Khanna Practic-
ing Chartered Accoun-
tants and Sardar Sur-
jeet Singh who is Sr. 
Vice President Guru 
Singh Sabha Gurud-
wara Sahab Gole Gujral 

Talab Tillo. 
While Interacting with 

the Locals Sat Sharma 
said that Narendra Modi 
government during its 
9yrs tenure has done 
tremendous work for 
the common and needy 
sections of the society, 
All the schemes of modi 
govt has given benefits 

to all those people who 
really needs it. These 
9 yrs of Modi govt has 
changed the fortunes 
of people he further 
added.

Keshav Chopra while 
highlighting the achieve-
ments of Modi govt said 
that common mas has 
availed the benefits 

of several schemes, 
Modi govt has provided 
Ayushman Bharat (Free 
5 lacs Health insurance  
for every citizen of 
Jammu Kashmir) which 
is a very helpful for those 
who can't afford the best 
healthcare treatment. 

District Jammu Con-
venor Employees & 
Teacher, Education 
Cell K.L Sharma Dis-
trict President Kisan 
Morcha Jammu Raman 
Sharma, Mandal Presi-
dent BJP Talab Tillo 
OBC Morcha Omkar 
V e r m a , S a n d h e s h 
Kumar, Mandal Presi-
dent BJYM Talab Tillo 
Dr Sanchit Sharma, 
Ratan Lal, Ramesh 
Kumar, Kamlesh Kumar, 
Ganesh, Villa Ram and 
others also Participated.

Modi Govt's schemes giving benefits to needy: Sat

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: 
National Democratic 
Party Indian (NDPI) 
J&K UT Chief Rajesh 
Gupta on Sunday while 
interacting with media 
here shared his one 
year experience in Aam 
Aadmi Party Gupta said, 
"how Aam Aadmi Party 
emerged in Jammu and 
vanished who has to be 
made responsible for 
the AAP's disappear-
ing suddenly and com-
pletely from J&K par-
ticularly from Jammu?" 
There are people who 
are working on differ-
ent theories but what I 
personally felt during my 
stay in the party for one 
year. 

He said though the 
start was very positive, 
it did not take off. The 
reason being given in 
J&K was that Kajrewal 
politics may not even-
tually suit Jammu and 
Kashmir. No questions 
were asked and no 
details were offered. 
After few days I regu-
larly started visiting AAP 
office daily and started 
mingling with the office 
bearers and observing 

their policies and proce-
dures. 

NDPI leader further 
said, "it is being seen 
as a major capital for 
the party that is emerg-
ing as India’s new politi-
cal sunrise. Its future 
seemed bright when the 
party rose to power on 
the ruins of Congress, 
India’s grand old party, 
in Punjab. The border 
contiguity and the cul-
tural homogeneity might 
have played a role in 
triggering a sudden 
infatuation in the dis-
gruntled political class 
for the broom party.

NDPI president said 
what I observed in 
Green Belt Park office 
there was a Jodi ( Pair) 
of Om Parkash Khajuria 
the then convenor and 
Rajkumar  Nishcal sec-
retary. They both were 
busy in gossiping and 
back biting and were not 
doing any political activi-
ties. Aap sources told 
that Om Parkash Khaju-
ria and Rajkumar Nish-
cal were called by their 
friends with love  Om as 
(Titaina) and Rajkumar 
as (Shakuni Mama). 
And both were negative 
minded persons. Sourc-

es further revealed that 
their main aim was to 
minting money from new 
entrants in the party by 
selling posts and befool-
ing the higher ups. 

As time went on, the 
real leaders, those who 
don't believe in syco-
phancy joined with the 
spirit to boost the party 
in continued working. 
But as per sources, the 
Titaina and Shakuni 
Mama were engaged in 
criticizing active leaders. 
Not a single day passed 
when they didn't fight 
with someone. Although 
I have some political 
differences with Titaina 
and Shakuni Mama but 
they are my very dear 
friends added, Gupta. 

Rajesh Gupta recalled 
and said, "one day, 
Titaina and Shakuni 
Mama decided to let 
down these active lead-

ers. They reached Delhi 
and started complaining 
against those leaders 
who were doing great 
activities to lift the party 
and highlight the flag of 
Aam Aadmi Party to a 
new height in J&K.  But 
Titaina and Shakuni 
Mama were sent back 
by the party high com-
mand with heavy scold-
ing. 

With my vast politi-
cal experience, I have 
learned that any politi-
cal party who has inner 
party democracy sur-
vives. After all, the work-
ers of the party are not 
getting any salaries and 
the AAP leader treats 
them as their slaves. I 
have experienced many 
political parties, but 
AAP's culture is very 
dictatorial and leaders 
are very arrogant and 
extremely egoistic. I 
also want to share this 
secret with other political 
party leaders who are 
flying high. They should 
land on the ground and 
change their attitude 
towards innocent people 
and party workers.

NDPI Chief advised  
that Aam Aadmi Party 
can still roll back, in 

Jammu with sincere 
efforts if they bring 
in some experienced 
leader who should have 
the ability to bring every-
one united, and Delhi 
leaders have to change 
their policies towards 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
If we talk about cur-
rent position of AAP in 
Jammu is on fag end. 
If Arvind Kejriwal wants  
revival of AAP in Jammu 
and Kashmir he has to 
follow my following sug-
gestions 1. Leave his 
ego first. 2. Immediately 
visit Jammu and Kash-
mir. 3. Restructure the 
J&K unit make one J&K 
UT President two Pro-
vincial Presidents, Pres-
ident for all districts,give 
due share to women 4. 
Send sober leaders 
team from Delhi to scru-
tinizing the local lead-
ers by their character no 
greedy and sycophants 
accepted. 5 Remove 
those hypocrites and 
Titaina and Shakuni 
Mama and some other 
DDC members who are 
denting the party for 
their self interest. I can 
bet you Arvind Kejriwal 
your party rocks J&K,  
he added.

Rajesh suggests 5 points to Kejriwal for revival of AAP in J&K 

TOP NEWS REPORT

KISHTWAR, Jul 16: JKNC leader Ajeet  
Bhagat said that the prices of essential 
commodities have touched such new 
heights that the increase in diesel and 
petrol prices is a cause of fear. He said 
that before coming to power in 2014, the 
BJP-led government had promised to 
provide 2 crore jobs every year to India's 
unemployed youth, but over 10 crore 

people were left behind due to privatiza-
tion. He alleged that crores of rupees are 
being spent on the rallies of the Indian 
Prime Minister. More than 70,000 daily 
wage earners in Jammu and Kashmir 
who have been crying for their regulariza-
tion for decades should be regularized. 
He appealed to the people to beware of 
nefarious intentions of BJP, which is bent 
on dividing people on communal lines.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 16: 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) J&K Execu-
tive Member Raman 
Suri said, known for 
his productive visits, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has signed 
another remarkable 
agreement with UAE 
wherein both India and 
UAE will start trading 
in Rupee and open an 
IIT-Delhi campus in the 
Gulf Country. While the 
former initiative will ease 
business processes and 
facilitate smoother oper-
ations, the latter one will 
educate and equip indi-
viduals with technical 
knowledge to contrib-
ute to global efforts, a 
priority shared by every 
country. 

Raman Suri said that 
this is most unfortunate 
that opposition lead-
ers, blinded with enmity 
and personal grudges 
against Modi, will not 
see these historic steps 
as achievements and 
instead will stay mum. 
Their narrow-minded 
approach towards the 
nation is not allowing 
them to grow and call 
a spade a spade. Any-

ways, India, one after 
another is meeting its 
targets and progressing 
by leaps and bounds.

The BJP leader said 
that within a week's 
span, India signed 
agreements to pur-
chase Rafale aircrafts 
from France, started 
trade in Rupee in 
France, launched Chan-
drayaan-3 on moon and 
now signed another 
historic agreement with 
UAE to trade in rupee 
as well as set up an IIT-
Delhi campus, which 
is a proud moment for 
Indians. 

Aimed at deepen-
ing multi-faceted bilat-
eral ties, such offshore 
campus of Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT), 
the prestigious institu-
tions of India, will take 
the demeanour beyond 
the Indian peninsula. 
The offshore campus 
is scheduled to be 
mentored by the Indian 
higher educational insti-
tutions, said Raman 
Suri. He further added 
that trade settlement in 
local currencies, link-
ing the Fast Payment 
Systems of India and 
the UAE, besides an 

IIT campus in the Gulf 
country will open new 
vistas for people of both 
the countries and, also 
address several global 
issues. 

He hoped that more 
such IIT offshore cam-
puses are set up in 
several other countries 
as well, so that India 
develops stronger 
relationships with the 
nations and produce 
world-class engineers 
who can deal with 
global issues. Since 
these institutions will 
be providing degrees 
in several areas such 
as Energy and Sus-
tainability, Artificial 
Intelligence, Computer 
Science and Engineer-
ing, Healthcare, Math-
ematics and Computing 
and other disciplines 
of engineering, sci-
ence, and humanities, 
those passing out from 
these institutions will 
be able to tackle vari-
ous issues ably. This 
is the power of Indian 
education system and 
new National Education 
Policy (NEP) brought in 
by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, said 
Raman Suri.

IIT campus in Abu Dhabi is remarkable 
contribution towards global education: Suri 

BJP Govt failed on all fronts: Ajeet

TOP NEWS REPORT
JAMMU, Jul 16: Raju 

Chandel, National Gen-
eral Secretary of Shri 
Amaranth Ji Yatra Wel-
fare Society, highlighted 
the deep faith that Shiva 
devotees hold in Lord 
Shiva during a recent 
gathering. He empha-
sized that devotees who 
undertake the Amarnath 
Yatra and engage in 
Shiva Sadhna believe in 
the power of Lord Shiva. 
Reciting the Mahamri-
tyunjaya mantra, devo-
tees seek the blessings 
of Shivji for a long and 
prosperous life.

In attendance at the 
event were esteemed 
guests, Rajiv Maha-
jan, Editor-in-chief Top 
New of J&K and Satish 
Poonchi, renowned edi-
tors from the world of 
journalism, who sym-
bolize the fourth pillar 
of democracy in India. 
They were invited as 
the chief guests at the 
langar, which received 
immense support and 
participation from devo-
tees.

Chandel  fur ther 
emphasized the sig-
nificance of Sanatan 
Dharma (the eternal 
way of life) in establish-
ing peace worldwide. He 
drew parallels between 

the devotion exhibited by 
Baba Shri Barfani Ama-
rnath Ji in Jammu and 
the devotion displayed 
by Shiva devotees visit-
ing Kashmir. The influx 
of Shiva devotees from 
across the country 
and abroad resembles 
a grand Mahakumbh 
Mela of Shiv devotees 
in Jammu. It is expect-
ed that the number of 
devotees will exceed 
one million this year. 
The warm welcome 
extended by the society 
and its volunteers to all 
Shiva devotees visiting 
Jammu and Kashmir is 
aimed at boosting tour-
ism and supporting local 
businesses, thereby 
generating employment 
opportunities.

Chandel expressed 
gratitude towards the 
Jammu and Kash-
mir administration for 
extending the yatra dura-
tion to 62 days, which 
has led to increased 
business opportunities 
for commercial shop-
keepers and workers in 
the region.

The Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra Welfare Society 
has been organizing a 
grand langar bhandara 
for the past 16 days at 
the Baba Purnath temple 
in Bhagwati Nagar, 
catering to the devo-
tees of Shiva undertak-
ing the Amarnath Yatra. 
Adequate arrangements 
have been made to pro-
vide food and fulfill the 
wishes of the Shiva 

devotees.
Today, the ribbon-

cutting ceremony to 
inaugurate the Langar 
was performed by the 
esteemed Chief Guest, 
Rajiv Mahajan (Editor-
in-Chief of English Daily 
Top News of J&K), along 
with Satish Punchhi 
(Editor of Jammu Broad-
casting). Sardar Sucha 
Singh, Councilor of 
Jammu Bhagwati Nagar 
Ward, also participated 
in the event.

Several prominent 
personalities, including 
Matrushakti Meena Kak, 
TK Kak, Paramjit Singh 
Happy Sardar, Charan 
Singh (District President 
Jammu), Vikram Srid-
har, Chhota Yogi Majeed 
Bhai, and many others, 

were present at the event 
to welcome the guests, 
reflecting the essence of 
Sanatan culture.

During a media inter-
action, Rajiv Mahajan 
expressed his belief in the 
innocence of Shiva and 
his ability to grant bless-
ings to his devotees. By 
worshiping the compas-
sionate and benevolent 
Shiv Shankar, devotees 
find their wishes fulfilled 
and their physical pains 
alleviated.

Rajkumar Goyal, the 
National Executive Presi-
dent of Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra Welfare Society, 
also addressed the press, 
marveling at the tremen-
dous gathering of Shiva 
devotees in Kashmir. He 
likened it to the gran-
deur of the Mahakumbh 
Mela and highlighted the 
overwhelming presence 
of Shiva devotees at the 
Baba Purna Nath temple 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
where they offered Gan-
gajal (water from the 
Ganges) and milk to Lord 
Shiva.

Satish Punchhi, Editor 
of Jammu Broadcasting, 
expressed his joy and 
awe at the langar, affirm-
ing the eternal nature and 
limitless power of Lord 
Shiva.
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