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Amarnath Yatra | Third batch of pilgrims

Ajit Pawar becomes new Dy
CM: Maha sees four oath-taking

Wt o eave for Kashmir
infections, || ek e o S Y

Active Covid
Cases in India
dip to 1,490

NEW DELHI, Jul 2
(Agencies): India has
logged 53 new corona-
virus infections, while
the active cases have
declined to 1,490,
according to the Union
Health Ministry data
updated on Sunday.

The death toll was
recorded at 5,31,907,
the data updated at 8
am stated.

The Covid case tally
was recorded at 4.49
crore (4,49,94,281)
The national COVID-19
recovery rate has been
recorded at 98.81 per
cent, according to the
health ministry website.

The number of people
who have recuper-
ated from the disease
surged to 4,44,60,884,
while the case fatality
rate was recorded at
1.18 per cent. Accord-
ing to the ministry’s
website, 220.66 crore
doses of Covid vaccine
have been adminis-
tered in the country so
far under the nation-
wide vaccination drive.

MeT predicts
hot, humid
weather
forecast in
J&K

SRINAGAR, July 2:
Weather department
here on Sunday fore-
cast mainly clear, hot
and humid weather in
Jammu and Kashmir.

However, an official
of the meteorological
department said that
a “brief spell of show-
ers may occur in some
areas towards late
afternoon and eve-
ning”.

“Today’s maximum
temperature in Jammu
and Srinagar is expect-
ed to remain around
35°C and 30°C respec-
tively.”

Regarding July 3
and 4, he said, “same
weather as today” was
expected.

From July 5 evening
to July 7, he said, inter-
mittent light to moder-
ate rain at many places
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Regarding the
minimum temperature
today, he said, Srinagar
recorded a low of
18.3°C against 16.9°C
on the previous night
and it was 1.2°C above
normal for the summer
capital.

Qazigund, he said,
recorded a low of
16.4°C against 14.2°C
on the previous night
and it was 0.9°C above
normal for the gateway
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of 4,903 pilgrims left
the base camp here
on Sunday to join the
annual pilgrimage to the
3,880-metre high cave
shrine of Amarnath in
south Kashmir Himala-
yas, officials said.

With this, a total of
12,807 pilgrims have so
far undertaken the pil-
grimage since June 30
when Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha flagged off the first
batch.

Over 8,000 pilgrims
offered prayers at the
shrine on the first day of

)

the 62-day yatra which
commenced from both
the twin tracks — the

traditional 48-km Nun-
wan-Pahalgam route in
Anantnag district and

Fake Amarnath registration
racket was rooted in Delhi

JAMMU, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): In a significant
development, the
Jammu and Kashmir
police in Jammu have
successfully dismantled
a racket involved in the
production and sale of
counterfeit yatra regis-
tration slips for the Ama-
rnath Yatra. The prime
suspect, along with two
accomplices, has been
apprehended by law
enforcement authorities.

According to Senior
Superintendent of Police
(8SP) Jammu, Chan-
dan Kohli, an investi-
gation was launched
after the administration
discovered that several
devotees possessed
fraudulent registration
slips during the exami-
nation of yatra registra-
tion documents. Con-
sequently, a case under
Section 420 of the Indian

“r-‘.

Penal Code (IPC) was
registered at Trikuta
Nagar Police Station
(FIR 188/2023), and a
dedicated team from the
concerned Police Sta-
tion, led by SDPO East
under the guidance of
SP Jammu South, was
entrusted with the task
of probing the matter.
The investigation
unveiled that a man from
Delhi was operating the
illicit operation, involved
in the production of
counterfeit registration
slips. Acting swiftly, the
Jammu Police raided

the suspect’s location in
Delhi and successfully
apprehended him along
with two associates.
The primary accused
has been identified as
Harender Verma, son
of Devinder Verma from
West Rohtas Nagar,
Shahadara, Delhi, while
the other individuals
involved have been
identified as Daleep
Prajapati, son of Hari
Chand, and Vinod
Kumar, son of Jagan
Nath.

SSP Jammu, Chan-
dan Kohli, revealed that
the main accused was
responsible for the pro-
duction of fake registra-
tion slips, whereas the
two associates facilitat-
ed the arrangement of
bus services and medi-
cal certificates for the
devotees. The police
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the shorter but steep
14-km-long Baltal
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KOHIMA, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): Eastern Army
Commander Lt Gen
R P Kalita on Sunday
flagged off ‘Kargil Vijay
Ride’ of the 2nd Naga
Regiment from Kohima
to Kargil (K2) at the
Assam Rifles garrison
here. In his address, the
GOC-in-C of Eastern
Army Command said
that it is one of the first
ever motorcycle expedi-
tion from K2K being con-
ducted to commemorate
the commencement of
25 years of Operation
Vijay wherein the brave
Naga warriors enriched
the soil of our northern
borders by their blood
towards safeguarding
the territorial integrity of
our motherland.

The 2nd Naga Regi-
ment had valiantly fought
and won the Kargil War,
he said, adding that this

ceremonies since 2019

MUMBAI, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): The swearing-in
of Nationalist Congress
Party leader Ajit Pawar
and several of his col-
leagues as deputy chief
minister and ministers,
respectively, on Satur-
day has meant Maha-
rashtra has seen four
oath-taking ceremonies
in as many years at its
stately Raj Bhavan.

In November 2019,
after the Assembly polls
and the split between
the Bharatiya Janata
Party and the Shiv Sena,
Devendra Fadnavis and

is a great tribute to cel-
ebrate the supreme sac-
rifice and bravery of the
valiant martyrs.

Lt Gen Kalita said that
the riders will reach
Kargil on the eve of
Kargil Vijay Diwas and
wished the expedition a
success.

The expedition has
25 valiant Mashkoh (2
Naga Regiment) war-
riors led Lt Col Saini on
bikes who will traverse
over 3,700 km from
Kohima to Kargil cross-

sworn in as CM and
Deputy CM, respec-
tively, in an early morn-
ing ceremony in Raj
Bhavan.

The government lasted
just 80 hours as Pawar
was unable to cause a

Eastern Army Commander flags off Kohima
to Kargil Army bike expedition

Lo

ing through eight states
and two union territories.
The team has taken
the honorous task of
collecting the soil from
the villages of the fallen
heroes of the Kargil War,
along the entire route
and carry them as a
tribute to the Kargil War
Memorial in Drass.
Enroute to Kargil, the
team will also interact
with all sections of soci-
ety highlighting the role
of the Indian Army in
mTurn to page 9

Army, police launch search operation after

J&K registers record breaking GST

revenue growth in June 2023

JAMMU, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): “The GST rev-
enue collected in the
month of June 2023
in J&K has registered
substantial growth of
58 percent compared to
June of previous finan-
cial year”, stated Union

S o= 2

Ministry of Finance here
today.

This growth percent-
age is more than three
times the National Aver-
age and the best in
Country among medium
and large jurisdictions.
The gross GST revenue

collected in June 2023
was 588.68 crore com-
pared to 371.83 crore in
June 2022.
Pertinently, India’s
gross GST revenue for
the month of June 2023
stood at 1,61,497 crore,
registering a 12 per cent
year-on-year rise. It is
for the fourth time since
the inception of GST in
2017 that the monthly
gross GST collection
has crossed Rs. 1.60
lakh crore mark.
Commissioner State
Taxes J&K, Dr. Rashmi
Singh, applauded the
mTurntopage 9

Around dozen persons injured in stray

dog attack in Kupwara village

SRINAGAR, Jul 2
(Agencies): At least a
dozen people including
children were injured
in a stray dog attack in
Glasdajhi Nallah Man-
zhar in north Kashmir’s
Kupwara district on

Sunday.

Officials told that one
of them was critically
injured and he has been
referred to Srinagar
hospital for further treat-
ment.

He said that rest of the

injured have been admit-
ted to sub-district hospi-
tal Kupwara for neces-
sary treatment.

This is the 2nd incident
in the area. Earlier, on
Saturday half a dozen
person were injured.

JAMMU, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): Security forces
on Sunday launched a
search operation in a
forward village near the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Poonch district of Jammu

and Kashmir, officials
said. The joint search and
cordon operation by army
and police was launched
in Dabi Dharti area of Bal-
akote sector at around 9
am following inputs about
suspicious movement, the

‘suspicious’ movement in Poonch

officials said.

They said the village
is located ahead of the
border fence and the
search operation was
going on when last reports
were received.

I pahachaanmedics

split in his party.

Within a month, Shiv
Sena leader Uddhav
Thackeray was sworn
in as CM after his party
joined hands with the
NCP and Congress to
form the Maha Vikas
Agahdi government.

Incidentally, Ajit Pawar,
who had returned to the
NCP, was the deputy
CM in this government.

The MVA government
fell in June last year after
minister Eknath Shinde
and 39 MLAs revolted
against Thackeray and
split the Shiv Sena.
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Srinagar
Airport
inducts
three
more
xX-ray
machines
for
baggage
frisking

SRINAGAR, Jul 2
(Agencies): Airports
Authority of India
has installed three
more X-ray machines
equipped for baggage
frisking at the drop gate
of Srinagar International
airport which will reduce
clearance time consid-
erably, officials said on
Sunday.

With the installation
of three more x-ray
machines equipped with
associated infrastructure
for baggage fisking, the
number of machines
goes up to ten and will
help in speedy clear-
ance of baggage and
passenger vehicles, a
statement from the Air-
port director said.

This will also increase
the movement of vehi-
cles in queues before
the drop gate and
reduce the processing
time considerably.
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, July 02, 2023

Obituary/Tenth Day Kriya

With profound grief we regret to inform the
sad demise of our beloved Daddy Ji Shri
A.K. Zutshi (Kher) S/o Late Pt. Shiv Jee,
originally from Vicharnagh, Srinagar,
Kashmir presently residing at B3-304,

Saviour Park, Mohan Nagar, Ghaziabad, on
24th June 2023.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on July
3rd 2023

(Monday) at Gang Nahar,
Muradnagar, followed by assembly at resi-

dence at 10 AM.

Grief Stricken:

Mrs Champa (Wife)

Kanta Ji & Pran Nath (Bhabhi & Brother)

Shyama Ji Dhar (Sister)

Bimla Ji & Bhushan Lal (Bhabhi & Brother)

Reena & Sanjay Pandita (Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Sunaina & Ankit (Daughter & Son-in-law)

Shalini & Sudhir (Daugther-in-law & Son)

Samast Parivaar

RSVP
9818611686, 9910532261, 9958664373, 60055509484, 9871755139

Shri A.K. Zutshi (Kher)
(Daddy Ji)

TENTHDAY/KRIYA & UTHALA |
With immense grief and deep sorrow, we are devastated|
to inform that our beloved Sh. Adv. Kabla Singh S/o Sh.|
Kapoor Singh Rfo Sector 4, Sharika Vihar (Behind JDA
Quarters), Lower Roop Nagar, Jammu, left for heavenly
abode on 21-06-2023.

TENTH DAY shall be performed on 30-06-2023 at Shiv
Mandir, Sector 4, Sharika Vihar (Behind JDA Quarters),
Lower Roop Nagar, Jammu, at 11:00 AM.

KRIYA shall be performed on 03-07-2023 at 12:30 PM;
and UTHALA shall be performed on 03-07-2023 from
4:00 PM to 5:00 PM at our residence at Sector 4, Sharika
Vihar (Behind JDA Quarters), Lower Roop Nagar, Jammu
at 12:30 PM.

IN GRIEF:

Smt. Priyanka Bhau (Wife)

Rimsha Oshin (Daughter)

Rudradaman Singh (Son)

Smt. Rajni Bhau (Mother-in-law)

CONTACT NO.: 7889605765, 9906908168

SH. ADV. KABLA
SINGH

10TH DAY AND UTHALA|

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the sad |
demise of our beloved Ashok Kumar Gupta S/o Late
Sh.Dharam Chand Mahajan R/O 103/7, Talab Tillo Jammu|
who died on 20th June, 2023. \
Tenth Day shall be performed at Mahajan Hall, Opp.
Police Post, Talab Tillo, Jammu on 29th June 2023
(Thursday) from 10AM to 11AM.

Kriya shall be performed at our residence 103/7, Talab
Tillo, Jammu on 2nd July 2023 (Sunday).

Uthala shall be performed on 3rd July 2023 Monday at
Mahajan Hall, Opp. Police Post, Talab Tillo, Jammu from
4PM to 5PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Brothers & Bhabhi

Sh. Mohan Lal Gupta & Smt. Soma Devi.

Sh. Tilak Raj Gupta & Smt. Darshana Devi

Mr. Raj Gupta (Son)

Mr. Aman Gupta & Mrs.Renu Gupta (Son & Daughter in law)
Miss. Nikita Mahajan (Daughter)

9018729199, 7889509100, 9419199329.

Ashok Kumar Gupta

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW WE INFORM THE
SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED SH INDER KRISHAN KOUL
S/O LATE SH PREM NATH KOUL R/O RAMNAGRI SHOPIAN,
KASHMIR, WHO LEFT FOR HIS HEAVENLY ABODE ON 28-06-
2023 (WED).

TENTH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED ON 07-07-2023
(FRIDAY), 8:30 AM AT MUTHI GHAT, NR. DIRECTOR EDUCA-
TION DEPARTMENT, MUTHI, JAMMU. PRESENTLY RESIDING
AT H/NO. 124/A SECTOR-3 LANE NO. 3 NEAR RATION DEPOT

DURGA NAGAR, BANTALAB

GRIEF STRICKEN :

SMT INDU KOUL (WIFE)

BHABIES & BROTHER

SMT ASHA KIRAN KOUL

SMT BHARTI KOUL

SMT. BIMLA & SH CHAND KRISHAN KOUL
DAUGHTER IN LAWS & SONS

SMT NEERU & VIKAS KOUL

SMT MEENAKSHI & SUNIL KOUL

SMT ISHA & VIJAY KOUL

SMT HIMAKSHI & VENEY KAUL

SMT SHEETAL & SAHIL KOUL

SMT SHALLU & TRISHANT KOUL

ARNAV & SUDANSHU

DAUGHTER : SMT REENU LIDHOO
ALSO SAMAST PARIVAAR : KOUL'S, PANDITA'S, RAINA’S, BHAT’S, LIDHOO’S, AMBARDAR'S, KHAZANCHI'S

MOBILE : 7006432020, 7889539671, 9149401421

SH INDER KRISHAN KOUL
(BHAIYA)

GRAND CHILDREN
PARTH, ANSH, AAHI, ADRIKA, VIDHUSHI, SHIVESH,
NAVIDYA, DAKSHESH, KAIRAV, TISHYA

4TH DAY0TH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we would like to inform
you all that Sh. Janak Singh Manhas S/o Late Amir
Chand Manhas R/o Panshae (Malhota) Tehsil Bhella
Distt Doda present Address House No G58 Shiv
Nagar Extension Jammu on 30-06-2023 at 4.00 AM
4TH DAY will be performed on 3rd of July 2023
10TH DAY will be performed on 09-07-2023 at
Panshaie Malohta Tehsil Bhella Distt Doda
GRIEF STRICKEN

Shanti Devi - Mother

Shakuntla Manhas- Wife

Son & Daughter in Law

Sunil Singh Manhas & Puja Manhas

Susheel Singh Manhas & Shivali Manhas
Daughter & Son in Law

Sandhya Manhas & Joginder Goswami

Brother & Bhabhi

Hamam Singh Manhas and Shakuntla Devi
Joginder Singh Manhas & Nirjala Devi

Sisters: Anara Devi, Achari Devi, Kaushalya Devi
Raja Devi, Sudesha Devi
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SH. JANAK SINGH MANHAS

Grief Stricken By:-

Nidhi, Gourav, Vidhyut, Virat, Shanaya,
Shaurya, Lavit, Vilohit

(Nephew & Niece) Sandeep Singh
Manhas, Pardeep Singh Manhas, Radha
Devi, Pooja Devi, Anil Singh Manhas, Arti
Manhas, Anit Singh Manhas

FIFTH DAY |

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad demise of our beloved brother-in-law Sh. Babu
Ram H/o Smt. Maya Devi residence of Udhampur.
Fifth Day ritual will be performed at Community Hall
Near Indira Public School, Disco Road Janipur,
Jammu from 11 AMto 12 Noon on 3 July 2023
(Monday).

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Parkash Chand & Smt. Sanjogta Rani -
9858022900

Sh. Mulkh Raj & Anu Radha - 8713059701

Sisters & Brothers-in-law

Koushalya Devi & Kasturi Lal

Rekha Devi & Lt. Anil Gupta

Neelam Gupta & Shammi Gupta

Sushma Gupta & Sachin Gupta

Sh. Babu Ram

10TH DAY KRIYA/
UTHALA/RASAM PAGRI

With profound grief and sorrow, we informed the sad demise
of our beloved Smt. Maya Devi W/o Sh. P.S. Katoch resident
of Udrana, Radio Station Morh Near Spring/ Chasma, has left
for heavenly abode on 23/6/2023.

10th Day Kriya will be performed on 2nd of July 2023.
Uthala/Rasam Pagri will be performed on 5th of July, 2023 at
our residence Bhaderwah.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. P.S. Katoch (Husband)

(Son & Daughter-in-law)

Sh. D.S. Katoch and Smt. Vipan Katoch

(Daughter & Son-in-law)

Smt. Santosha Devi & Sh. Kartar Singh Sambyal

Divyanshi, Daksh and Manju (Grand Children)

Contact No. : 9797696949, 9419243525, 7780869258, 7006331869

Smt. Maya Devi

MASVAR & VAHARVAR

It has been one year since you left us for heavenly
abode, leaving a deep void in our lives. We miss and
deeply remember you every single day.

We pray to God to grant peace to your noble soul.
Masvar & Vaharvar of our beloved father Late Shri
Girdhari Lal Malla will be performed on 02-07-2023
and 03-07-2023 at our residence, Faridabad.

Deeply Missed and Remembered by

Daughter and Son in law

Smt Sweety and Shri Satish Koul

Daughter in law and Son

Smt Madhu and Rakesh Malla

Grand Daughter

Sheen Koul

9891083957, 9873452657

10TH DAY / KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the sad and
untimely demise of our dear Karmyogi Father Sh. Vijay
Raina Slo Late Sudershan Raina erstwhile resident of
Sallar, Pahalgam, Ananinag, Kashmir &1 present resi-
dent of HMo. 117, Lane 3, Vikas Colony, Faloura,
Jammu on 25th Jume, 2023,

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed af Muthi Ghat, Near
Directorate of School Education Jammu on 4772023
(Tuesday) at B.00 am sham.

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Sh. Moti Lal Raina (Brother)

Smi. Nirmala Koul (Sister)

Smé. Savita [Wife)

(Son & Daughter-in-law)

Shubam Raina & Purva Raina

Sumit Raina [Janmu) - (Son)

Children : Ajay, Palvi, Pehar (Peenu)
Contact No.; 9149966930, 9549333678, 7006196457

Smi. Sunaina Pandita & Sh. Ankush Pandita (Dawghber & Son-in-law)

Sh. Vijay Raina

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved mother
Smt. Mohni Bhan W/o Sh.Janki Nath Bhan on
30th June 2023 (Friday),Presently Residing at
346-B sec 1 Durga nagar (Near Krishna Palace)
Jammu ,180013

Tenth Day KRIYA will be performed on 9th July
2023 (Sunday) at 8:30 am at Muthi Ghat (Near
Director of School education )

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Janki Nath Bhan (Husband)

Mr. Rakesh Bhan - Son

Daughters & Sons-in-law

Smt. Manju Kachroo & Sh.Sunil Kachroo

Smt. Sudeepa Dhar & Sh. Rakesh Dhar.

Contact number :- +91-9469104221 ,+91-0191-2595180

Smt. Mohni Bhan

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief, we inform the sad demise of jg
Smt Chander Mohini Wali W/o Late Shree
Manmohan Nath Wali at C-303, Bhoomi Enclave,
Mahavir Nagar, Kandivli (W), Mumbai - 400067
on 26th June, 2023.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at Bhayandar
Ghat, Mumbai on 5th July, 2023 at 9.30 am.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Samast Parivaars of
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Walis, Kothas, Zutshis, Qazis, Parimoos, SMt Chander Mohini

Kothidars, Dhars, Kaulls
M) 9892146758, 7889865058, 9419113435,
9419692636, 9810330331

Wali
1936-2023

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief & sorrow, it is informed that
our loving mother Smt. Satya Sharma W/o Lt.
Sh. K.C. Sharma R/o H.No. 169, Shastri Nagar
departed for heavenly abode on 24th June,
2023.

10th Day will be performed on 3rd July, 2023
(Monday) at 11:00 AM.

Kriya will be performed on 4th July, 2023
(Tuesday) at 12:00 Noon.

Uthala will be performed on 5th July, 2023
(Wednesday) at Ram Mandir, Shastri Nagar at

\

12:00 Noon.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughter & Son-in-law

Mrs. Roopali & Col. Anirudh Khajuria
& All Family Members

Smt. Satya Sharma

FIFTH DAY/ TENTH DAY/
KRIYA KARAM & UTHALA

With profound grief we regret to inform untimely demise of
our beloved Late Mrs. Shivem Thakur Khajuria D/o Sh
Shakti Singh Wio Sh. Aditya Khajuria, State Awardee, was
pursuing LLB second year from Jammu University from
Dogra Law College. She topped in all the law colleges in
Jammu University, expired on 25-06-2023. She is now in the
lap of God Shiva Baba. All the death ceremonies will be per- |4
formed at our residence H.No. 45 Lane No.6, Karan Nagar
Manda, Palace Road, Jammu UT of Jammu & Kashmir & the
information will be provided to near and dear ones

Fifth Day will be on 28th June, 2023 at 10 AM, 10th Day wil
be on 4-7-2023 at 10 AM & Kriya Karam on 5-7-2023 at 10
AM & Uthala will be on 5-7-2023 at 4 PM,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Ditvi Khajuria - Daughter

Smt. Banto Devi - Dadi

Smt. Mitu Rajput (Mother) W/o Late Sh. Shakti Singh
Bhawani Thakur - Brother

Rajyogni BK Pallvi Thakur - Sister

Sh. Aditya Khajuria - Husband

Sh. Vijay Thakur - Tahaya

Smt. Chandra Lekha - Tahayi

Smt. Krishna Sambhyal - Bua

Sh. Colonel Kamal Singh Sambyal - Fufa

Sh. Sunil Singh Sambyal - Cousin Elder Brother
Smt. Anju Sambyal - Cousin Bhabhi

Phone No: 9419138206, 9484149985, 6006241942

LATE MRS. SHIVEM
THAKUR KHAJURIA

OBITUARY

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad demise
of our beloved mother Smt Sudershan Pargal W/o Sh
Kaushal Kumar Pargal presently residing at Ward No. 4,
Krishna Colony, Kathua. p
TENTH DAY will be performed on 30th June 2023
(Friday) 10.30 Onward at HAPPY PALACE, Krishna }
Marg, Kathua.
Kriya & Uthala  3rd July 2023, Time : 4:00 PM at i
Happy Palace, Kathua. 3
GRIEF STRICKEN :

Sh Kaushal Kumar Pargal - Husband
Brother in law & Bhabhis

Sudesh Pargal

Pushpa Pargal

Romesh Pargal & Ved Pargal

Prem Pargal

'Son and Daughter-in-Law

Ashish Pargal & Nisha Pargal
Daughter and Son-in-Law

Minakshi Gupta & Rajesh Gupta
Manisha Gupta & Sanjeev Rai Gupta
GRAND CHILDREN CONTACT NOS : 9419119156,

Er. Tushar, Dr Deepanjali, Monarch, Mayank, Mridul 9419210403, 9419121843, 8879621388

Smt Sudershan Pargal

10TH DAY & KRIYA

‘With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the sad demise of
our beloved Smt. Krishna Devi W/o Late Sh Khajoor Singh
R/o Gurha Slathia Mandi Sani on 21-06-2023.
Tenth Day will be performed at 129 B , Parveen Colony|..
Trikuta Nagar Extn 1A on 30-06-2023 ( Friday) from 10:00
Am to 12:00 Noon.
Kriya will be performed at 129 B, Parveen Colony Trikuta
Nagar Extn 1A on 3-07-2023 ( Monday) from 12:00 Noon.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Son and Daughter-in-law
Mrs Sushma Slathia & Mr Mahatam Singh
Daughter and Son-in-law
Mrs Santosh & Mr Balwan Singh Jamwal
Mrs Soma Devi & Kimar Singh Jasrotia

Smt. Krishna

Mrs Kanta & Sagar Singh Charak Devi
Grand Son & Daughter-in-law
Mrs Shayana Rajput & Nikhil Slathia
Grand Daughter & Son-in-law
Mrs Shikha Slathia & Amit Jamwal

Mrs Sheetal Slathia & Vivek Singh

Tenth Day/Kriya & Rasam Pagri

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Sh Vishwa Rattan Baru
(Retired Teacher) S/o Late Sh Shiv Ram Baru R/o
W.No. 60, Mohalla Panditan, VPO Paloura, Teh. &
Distt. Jammu (J&K) on Sunday 25-06-2023.

Tenth Day will be performed at our residence on
Tuesday 04-07-2023 at 10.30 am.

Kriya will be performed at our residence on
Wednesday 05-07-2023 at 12.30 pm.

Rasam Pagri will be performed at our residence
on Wednesday 05-07-2023 from 5.30 pm to 06.30 Sh Vishwa Rattan Baru

pm. Ex. President All Jammu, Kashmir &
Grief Stricken Ladakh Teachers Association

Ex. General Secretary, All India
Smt Kapooro Devi -Wife Brahman Pratinidhi Sabha
Sh Shakti Swaroop Khajuria -Brother-in-law

Smt Prem Lata W/o Late Sh Inderjeet Khajuria -Sister

Smt Raj Kumari W/o Late Sh Kailash Rattan Baru -Sister-in-law
Sons & Daughters-in-law

Sh Kameshwar Baru & Smt Rajni Devi

Sh Jugal Kishore Baru & Sapna Sharma

Mob. No. 8283804715,
Daughters & Sons-in-law 9055421543, 9419237562
Smt Happy & Sh Ram Pal Sharma

Smt Renu & Sh Subam Sharma Kerni

Smt Nita & Sh Rajan Khajuria

Grand Children:

Sabhyay, Subah, Aagya, Mayank, Palak, Krutika, Tanmay, Shruti, Ananya & Amani

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform all
our nears and dears that our beloved father Sh.
Ashok Kumar Tulloo S/o Lt Sh. Mohan Lal Tulloo
originally resident of Ganpatyar Srinagar at present
Kashmiri Colony Phase 2, Kothey Hoshiyaru, Sarore,
Jammu had left for heavenly abode on 28th June
2023 at 02:43 p.m.

The Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on
07/07/2023 (Friday) at Muthi Ghat from 08:00 a.m.
After performing the Tenth Day Kriya, the mourning
assembly will also be held at Muthi Ghat.

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Smt. Veena Ji Tulloo - Wife

Daughter and Son-in-Law

Smt. Sheetal Zutshi and Sh. Sumesh Zutshi

Sister and Brother-in-law

Smt. Girja Shalla W/o Late Sh. Avtar Krishen Shalla

Smt. Babli Ji

Smt. Pinki Sharma and Sh. Ashok Sharma

Deeply Missed By Grand Children
Prateek and Hemakshi

Sh. Ashok Kumar
Tulloo

Mobile No.: 9797363493, 6005818430

10TH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW, WE
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR FATHER,

R/O ALI KADAL SRINAGAR, KASHMIR, A/P
H NO. 303, INDRAPRASTHA COLONY,
SECTOR-32, FARIDABAD ON 24-06-2023.
10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED ON
03-07-2023, MONDAY 8.30 AM AT MURADNAGAR
UP (CHOTA HARIDWAR).

GRIEF STRICKEN:

DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW & SONS

MRS JYOTSANA & MR SUNIL HANDOO

MRS SANTOSH & MR RAJIV HANDOO

DAUGHTER & SON-IN-LAW

MRS KIRAN & MR DEEPAK RAZDAN

GRAND CHILDREN - GUNJAN, NITISH, SUGAM, RIYA & SHRIYA
MR RAJIV HANDOO- 8447626752

MR SUNIL HANDOO- 9810221004

SH KASHI NATH
HANDOO

OBITUARY

With profound grief and sorrow, it is informed that Sh.
Rajinder Kumar Tikoo S/o Lt. Sh. H.N. Tikoo origi-|
nally resident of Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar at present-|
ly H.No. 100, Laxmi Nagar, Sec-ll, Lane No. 8, Muthi, | o5
Jammu. -
10th Day Kriya will be performed on 7th July Friday|
2023 at 8.30 am at Muthi Ghat, Jammu Near
Directorate of School Education, Jammu. *
Grief Stricken

Mrs. Phoola Tickoo (Wife) 9149412202
Brother-in-law & Sister

Dr. Suresh Koul & Vijay Koul
(Daughter & Son-in-law)

Ayurshi and Tushar Garole Tikoo
Tickoo’s, Wali’s, Knazanchi’s, Koul’s and Nageb’s

Sh. Rajinder Kumar Tikoo

M) 8698539031

10TH DAY/KIRYA/RASAM PAGRI-UTHALA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW, IT IS
INFORMED THAT OUR LOVING MOTHER SMT SHARDA
RANI, W/O LATE PT. OM PARKASH ALIAS PUNDRIKAKSH
OF BARI BRAHMANA DEPARTED FOR HEAVENLY ABODE
ON 23RD JUNE 2023.

10TH DAY ON SUNDAY, 027.2023 AT 11.00 AM AT SP
ACADEMY, NEAR PHE TUBEWELL, BARI-BRAHMANA

KIRYA FROM 12.00 NOON ON MONDAY, 03.7.2023 AT H.NO.6,
WARD NO. 2, BARI BRAHMANA, NEAR J&K BANK

RASAM PAGRI/UTHALA 4.30 TO 5.00 PM ON WEDNESDAY,
05.7.2023 AT SP ACADEMY, NEAR PHE TUBEWELL,
BARI-BRAHMANA

GRIEF STRICKEN

JETHANI

SMT KRISHNA DEVI W/O LATE SH. RAMA KANT JI & FAMILY
SMT VIMLA & SH. MAHESH CHANDER & FAMILY - DEVRANI & DEVAR
SONS & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

SMT KRISHNA & KULBHUSHAN SHARMA

SMT ANITA & SH. BRIJ MOHAN

SMT BHAKTI & SH. VIJAY

SMT SHIVANI & SH. BHARAT BHUSHAN

DAUGHTERS & SONS-IN-LAW

SMT PREM & SH. BANSI LAL

SMT SANTOSH & SH. VIDYA SAGAR

Smt Sharda Rani
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Army celebrates Foundation Day of Chandigam, Lolah's
sacred place ‘Ghandi Mata Mandir & Ziarat Peer Dasyir

TOP NEWS REPORT

KUPWARA, Jul 2: The
Lolab Valley is home of
many ancient springs,
temples, shrines and
ziarat, which are the
symbol of religious
harmony, peace and
tranquility in Kash-
mir. To add to it Lolab
valley offers a rare site
in Chandigam village
of Sogam block where
one year ago Locals of
Chandigam and Rash-
triya Rifile Battalion of

Guijjarpati Garrison put
joint effort to re-estab-
lish the heritage site
of Chandimata mandir
and Ziarat Peer Dasgir
which are adjecent to
each other.

Indian Army and
Locals of Lolab came
together to commemo-
rate the Foundation Day
of Chandigam Samras-
ta Sthal. The place sig-
nifies the unifying bond
between the people of
different religions when
they visit the *Ziarat*

and *Mandir* created
within one boundary to
negate all the boundar-
ies between each other.

A large number of
people gathered and
attended the event. The
popularity of the place
has spread across so
much that not only regu-
lar tourists from various
parts of the country but
also tourists from other
countries have visited
here. One such tourist

named Evgeniia Izmailo-
va from Russia was
present during the cel-
ebration of the first anni-
versary of the establish-
ment of the site. Such
events are testimony of a
strong bond which exists
between the Indian Army
and Locals of Lolab and
depict the ever existing
religious harmony and
peaceful coexistence of
various religions in the
Land of Kashmir.

Champions of the Month honored at Sport Climbing

Competition organlzed by TaW| Trekkers

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: “Cham-
pions of the Month” in
the various categories
of the Sunday Series of
Sport Climbing Compe-
titions being organised
by Tawi Trekkers J&K,
were honoured today
in a simple function
held during the conduct
of 5th round of Sport
Climbing competition
held at Sprawling Buds
ICSE School. Bantalab,
Jammu. .

Chairman Team
Jammu Zorawar Singh
Jamwal whois also Pres-
ident of Mountaineering
Association of J&K was
the chief guest on the
occasion who present-
ed gifts to the winners
in the presence of Ram
Khajuria and Shawetica
Khajuria,President and
General Secretary of
the club and Vishal
Shoor, SDPO Damana,
Jammu.

Whereas Prarna
Charak of Government
College for Women,
Parade, Jammu who
secured first position
in all the four rounds in
Women’s category of the
Sunday Series of Sport
Climbing Competitions
held during the month of
June was declared the
“Champion of the Month”
Aryan Rauthan of Army
Public School, Damana
who secured the top
position in the first three
rounds and second in
the 4th round of the
competition bagged the
title of “Champion of the
Month”in the Sub Junior

§ R
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Boys category .

Similarly, Vidur Shoor
of G D Goenka Public
School Jammu who
collected 365 points by
securing first position
in the first three rounds
and third position in 4th
round was declared
the “Champion of the
Month” in the Mini Boys
category.

Similarly, Herman
Samotra and Manya
Verma, both of Sprawl-
ing Buds ICSE School
who collected maxi-
mum points in the four
rounds of the competi-
tion won the prestigious
title of “Champion of
the Month” in the Junior
Boys and Mini Girls cat-
egory respectively.

There was not much
competition in the Junior
Girls and Sub Junior
Girls Categories in
which Meetali Khajuria
of St. Xavier Convent Sr.
Secondary School and
Jeevika of Sprawling
Buds ICSE School were
adjudged the “Champi-
ons of the Month” after

the 4th round of the

competition.

2nd and 3rd position
holders in all the cate-
gories of the competition
were also honoured on
the occasion

Meanwhile the 5th
round of the Sunday
Series of Sport Climb-
ing Competitions was
organised today under
the over all supervision
of Sumit Khajuria, Vice
President of Mountain-
eering Association of
J&K.Technical guidance
was however, provided
by Shivani Charak and
Arun Deep Singh, both
international climbers.

The over all results
were almost on expect-
ed lines with Prarna
Charak leading others
in the women category,
Deepak Singh & Jee-
vika Verma winning in
Sub Jr. Boys & Sub Jr.
Girls category respec-
tively.The other winners
were Ayaana Bhagat
in Mini Girls Girls
category;Harshveer
Singh in Mini Boys cat-

CRANPIONS OF THIE MENUTP

[ coMPETITIONS

egory; Meetali Khajuria
in Junior Girls category
and Saksham Slathia
in the Junior Boys cat-
egory.

It may be mentioned
here that all the par-
ticipants of the Sunday
Series of Sport Climb-
ing Competitions are
ranked on the basis of
points gained at every
competition and Cham-
pion of the month is
declared after every four
rounds of the competi-
tion. It would obviously
prepare the climbers
adequately for the forth-
coming zonal champion-
ship and thus facilitate
their selection for the
Inter Zonal Champion-
ship.

6th  round of the
Sunday Series of Com-
petitions shall be held
on 9th July, 2023. For
registration and further
information interested
climbers may contact
General Secretary of
Tawi Trekkers J&K
Shawetica Khajuria on
Mob. No. 7006099855.

Col Mahan inaugurates annual cultural

show, Dangal Mela at Mashka

TOP NEWS REPORT

KATHUA, Jul 2: An
impressive day-long
Cultural Show and
Dangal Mela was
organised by Youth
Committee Mashka to
celebrate annual event
where more than 7000
people mostly youth and
women have gathered
from Hutt, Draman and
adjoining panchayats
including from Bani
Tehsil and neighbouring
Himachal Pradesh.

A thrilling and splen-
did cultural performance
was given by prominent
Dogri Singer and youth
icon of social media
Varsha Jamwal and her
troupe who had come
from Jammu. The event
organised at a beautiful
venue in the middle of a
mango garden oversee-
ing confluence of River
Seva and River Ravi
adjoining Himachal
Pardesh.

Befitting the atmo-
sphere, Dogri sensation
made it happening event

by enforcmg participants
to dance to the tune
of Pahadi music and
famous Dogri numbers.

On the occasion, Col
Mahan Singh (Retd.)
DDC Chairman Kathua
and local DDC was
the Chief Guest who
inaugurated the Mela.
The DDC Chairman
appreciated the initia-
tive of local youth led
by Sushil Kumar under
guidance of Sarpanch

Hutt Surinder Singh and
Veteran Govt Contrac-
tor Tilak Singh. He said
alongwith development
& progress the cultural
revolution must go on
side by side to preserve
and promote our heri-
tage and traditions.
DDC Chairman also
presented trophies and
incentives to artists, arti-
sans and local achievers
including students who
secured top positions in

-

recent CBSE and J&K
State Education Board
results. He also wit-
nessed Dangal which
was organised on the
occasion where scores
of wrestlers from J&K,
Himachal and other
states took part.

Earlier, the DDC Chair-
man was accorded an
rousing welcome on
arrival at Mashka by
local residents and Mela
Committee.

Kaiths

meet
TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, July 2: The
Kaith Biradari held a
meeting here today
wherein its members
condoled the sad,
sudden and untimely
demise of Smt Param-
jeet Kaith wife of Shi-
romani Akalidal leader
Late Shri Om Parkash
Kaith, and Shri Vinay
Kumar Kaith cousin of
Shri R.L.Kaith.

"Strange are the
ways of God. No body
knows what happens
the next", said the Kaith
Biradari members.

Both Paramjeet and
Vinay had all the quali-
ties of head, heart and
soul that's why God
called them back so
soon, added the mem-
bers.

May God rest their
noble soul in peace
and give strength to
their families to bear
this imeasurable loss
boldly, prayed all pres-
ent in the meet.

Ghar Ghar Sampark Campaign: BJP leaders conduct

door-to-door publlc outreach program

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: On
the successful comple-
tion of 9 years of the
PM Narendra Modi-led
BJP Government, BJP
leaders organized a
Public Outreach Pro-
gram at Rajpura Bakshi
Nagar, Jammu. Promi-
nent leaders Chander
Mohan Gupta (Former
Mayor and Vice Presi-
dent BJP Jammu Kash-
mir) and Braham Jyot
Satti (Senior leader
and incharge BJP OBC
Morcha) graced the
event with their pres-
ence.

The program was orga-
nized by Sanjay Verma
and witnessed the
participation of Kewal
Verma (State Secretary
OBC), Perveen Badyal
(District Vice President
OBC), Suresh Gupta
(District Media Secre-
tary BJP), Sanjay Verma
(Mandal President
Bakshi Nagar OBC),
Onkar Verma (Mandal
President Talab Tillo
OBC Morcha), Ved Pal
Sharma (Booth Presi-
dent), Pawan Sharma
(Booth President),

Monu, Arya Verma, Druv
Verma, Raman Kumar,
and Rajesh Kumar.

During the program, the
BJP leaders engaged
with a large number of
people through a door-
to-door interaction ini-
tiative. They distributed
booklets highlighting
the achievements of
the BJP Government
over the past 9 years.
Additionally, they pro-
vided information about
various developmental
works and government
schemes that are highly
beneficial for the better-
ment of the public.

The enthusiastic
response from the
people was evident as
they expressed their
happiness and raised
slogans in favor of

India and the BJP. They
emphasized that the
BJP is the only political
party truly dedicated to
working for the nation
and its citizens.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Chander Mohan and
Braham Jyot congratu-
lated the people on the
successful completion
of 9 ruling years. They
highlighted that PM Nar-
endra Modi’'s govern-
ment has been working
relentlessly to improve
the lives of the public,
setting a true example
of service, good gover-
nance, and welfare for
the underprivileged.
The leaders acknowl-
edged Prime Minister
Modi’s dedication and
humble nature, com-
mending his launch

of various beneficial
schemes that have
provided new career
opportunities for the
youth. They empha-
sized that over the past
9 years, the BJP has
transformed India into a
strong and progressive
country, generating new
employment opportuni-
ties and working for the
betterment of all seg-
ments of society. They
expressed gratitude for
having a PM like Naren-
dra Modi.

They further men-
tioned the significant
issues that the govern-
ment has addressed,
such as the surgical
strike to strengthen the
country, the construction
of the Ram temple, the
removal of Article 370 to

integrate Kashmir into
the mainstream, and
the ban on ftriple talaq
for justice to minor-
ity women. The leaders
affirmed that the BJP
has strived to fulfill the
motto of “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, and Sabka
Vishwas.”

The leaders also high-
lighted the impact of
schemes like Ayushman
Bharat, Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojna, cleanliness
campaigns, Aawas
Yojna, and Ujjwala Gas
Scheme, underscoring
their positive effects
on the ground. They
noted that through the
Jan Dhan Yojana, the
BJP government has
directly benefited lakhs
of people by providing
them access to banking
facilities.

The BJP leaders
expressed their appre-
ciation for the policies
of the BJP government,
reiterating the party’s
commitment to being
available for the public.
They pledged to reach
out to as many people
as possible through
such public outreach
programs.

hold
condolence

Fiaz Diwan elected as Vice
Preslldent JK Youth Congress

TOP NEWS REPORT

POONCH, Jul 2: Fiaz
Diwan who was serving
as Assembly President
haveli, District President
Poonch, Secretary of
J&K Youth Congress got

elected as Vice Presi-
dent in recently con-
cluded organisational
election of which result
is announced today.

He hails from Chak-
troo of haveli tehsil of

district Poonch and got
basic education from
native village and did his
B.tech, M.tech from Uni-
versity of DBU Punjab.
During his teenage
years he was always
passionated toward
Social and political
activities. He became
House Captain during
School time. During his
B.tech, M.tech he was
college CR and univer-
sity President.

He fought election
for the post of JKPYC
Assembly President
elections year 2018 and
emerged victorious with
highest number of mem-
bership. He enjoys good
support from youth of
J&K in general and Pir
Panjal in particular.

JKNPP holds meeting

of office bearers

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: A meeting of J&K
National Panthers Party was held today
at Jammu under the Chairmanship of
its President Vilakshan Singh. Various
issues were discussed to strengthen
the party at different levels. It was sug-
gested by the members present in the
meeting that the State body and the
district bodies of the party should be
reconstituted. Discussions were also
held for the preparations to be made by
the party in ensuing Urban Local body
and Panchayat elections.

Vilakshan Singh while addressing the
meeting said that J&K National Pan-
thers Party is the only party which can
espouse the cause of the poor masses
and ensure justice to the needy. Singh
said that BJP is diverting the mind of the
public and is befooling the public on the

public.

core issues. He said that BJP is delib-
erately delaying assembly elections in
UT of J&K as it has foreseen its defeat
in the assembly elections.

Singh said that old aged persons, spe-
cially abled persons, daily wagers, job
aspirants etc all are on the roads. The
government has failed to deliver almost
on all fronts and the people are suffer-
ing due to governmental apathy. Singh
said that JKNPP is the only alternative
which focuses on the real issues of the

Singh asked the party workers to carry
the agenda of the party to every corner
of the UT. It was also decided in the
meeting that the State body of the party
shall be reconstituted.

Others who were present in the meet-
ing were Naresh Chib, Balwan Singh,
Ravinder Jamwal, Rajesh Gondhi, San-
jeev Verma. etc.

Speed Ball Association organizes
two day tralnlng camp at Sgr

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Jul 2: J&K
Speed Ball Association
organized two days
training camp under the
banner of J&K Speed
Ball Association w.e.f
1st to 2nd July 2023
held at Islamia Mission

High School Kralsangri
Brein Srinagar in pres-
ence of Sunny Nanda,
National Speed Ball
Chief Coach Of India,
Rinu Nanda, Harshdeep
Singh and Amar Khush-
al (International Player).

During two days camp

around 40 to 50 boys/

girls attended the camp.
The whole camp was
held smoothly under
the guidance of Gulzar
Ahangar (HOD Physical
Education Department
Green Valley School).
Shahnawaz Baba was
also present.
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EDITORIAL

LAUGHTER IS
PRAYER

ou are here for a unique and

Ynoble purpose, not just to eat,

sleep and talk. Remember this
always, and don’t stop smiling.

To grow and to be strong, we need
to follow some rules. They are called
yama and niyama. The first is ahimsa,
non-violence, for it unites you with
entire creation. Practice of yoga, of
realising that everything is here and
everything is part of you is ahimsa. The
next is astheya, not missing what you
don’t have.

When you begin your day in laughter
and love, your life gets divinely enliv-
ened. True prayer is laughing in the
morning from outside and from deep
inside.

Laughter comes from the centre of
our Being, from the core of our heart.
Our belly is so full of laughter that the
laughter permeates every cell in our
body. True laughter is true prayer.
When things go all right, everybody
can laugh, but when everything falls
apart, and yet you laugh, that is evolu-
tion and growth. Nothing in life is more
worthy than your laughter. Never lose
it. Events come and go. Some are pleas-
ant, and others, unpleasant. There is an
area deep in you that is left untouched.
Hold on to what is untouched. Then
you will be able to keep laughing.

Sometimes you laugh just to avoid
thinking or to avoid looking at your-
self. But when you see and feel within
that life is present and intense every
moment, nothing can bother you or
touch you. That laughter is authentic.
You might have observed babies, six
months or one year old. When they
laugh, their whole body is jumping
and bouncing. Every cell in the body is
laughing. That is enlightenment. That
laughter is innocent, pure, without
inhibitions.

Opinions are the impressions we
make on our minds. If we have one
experience repeated four or five times,
then, for the rest of our lives, we tend
to see life through those same experi-
ences. We need to be able to see things
as they are. When life’s essence blooms
from within, there is true laughter akin
to godliness. Laughter opens us up,
opens the heart.

Totally accepting what is and not
regretting, is astheya. Then comes
brahmacharya, moving beyond small
identifications. Brahma means big,
moving into bigger things. The fourth
is aparigraha, not taking what people
have to give you. Aparigraha is not
taking anything from anybody, includ-
ing insults.

Then there are five rules for your
inner development. The first one is
shaucha, cleanliness, keeping yourself
clean and wearing clean clothes. More
important is to be clean from inside.
The next rule is santosha, contentment.
Be happy. If you don’t attempt being
happy, nothing in this world can make
you happy.

The third is tapa, forbearance, put-
ting up willingly with something that is
uncomfortable. If you were asked to sit
continuously for 10 hours, you would
never do it. But travelling in an aircraft
over long distances, you have no choice
but to sit, bound by a belt.

Undertake swadhyaya, self-study,
observe your mind. When you observe,
all the feelings, good or bad, will
change. The last rule is Ishwara Pra-
nidhaana, love of the Divine. Surrender
to the Divine when you feel you are
totally helpless.

India’s Defence Conundrum is Russia Over-Dependence

By: Manish Tewari

he United States of America
Tincurred 39 per cent of the
World’s Military Expen-

diture in 2022. It was followed
by China at 13 per cent. Russia,
despite the Ukraine war, was just
at 3.9 per cent and India was at 3.6
per cent followed by Saudi Arabia
and the United Kingdom at 3.3 per
cent and 3.1 per cent, respectively.

The department of defence (DOD)
of the federal government of the
United States has a budgetary allo-
cation of $2.01 trillion for the fiscal
2023. It broadly spends $829.89
billion in committed obligations
and $192.23 billion contracts and
financial assistance.

The People’s Republic of China
(PRC) announced an annual
defence budget of about $224.79
billion for fiscal year 2023. India,
by comparison, has a defence
budget of $72.6 billion in fiscal
2023-24. China spends more than
the next 17 Indo-Pacific militaries
combined. The US, by contrast,
spends 10 times more on defence
than what China does. There is,
therefore, a very strong case for
upping India’s defence spending
or bringing down the threats and
challenges to India’s national secu-
rity.

China’s defence spending wit-
nessed a 7.2 per cent increase over
fiscal-22. It is the eighth consecu-
tive single-digit enhancement in
China’s defence spending, with the
last double-digit increase of 10.1
per cent recorded in 2015.

Quixotically, the official budget
released by the Chinese every
year accounts for only a fraction
of its actual defence spends. It does
nor account for a whole range of
military expenditure including
and not limited to arms imports,

expenses for the People’s Armed
Police (PAP) and militia/reserve
forces, state subsidies to China’s
military-industrial complex, and
earnings from PLA- run business-
es. The department of defence of
the United States has repeatedly
underscored that China’s actual
military expenditure is at least
twice the officially stated figure.
Presuming that is correct, it still
is eight times less than what the
United States spends on its defence
needs.

China’s objective behind inces-
santly enhancing its military
spending is threefold — meet-
ing the centenary benchmark of
ensuring the PLA is on track with
its military modernisation pro-
gramme. The benchmarks inter
alia include that the PLA achieves
strategic high-end deterrence by
2027 and fulfils the objective of
PLA’s modernisation by 2035 that
should finally culminate into the
development of a world-class mili-
tary by mid-century.

The reason for putting some of
these numbers in perspective is
to underline the fact that there is
a huge gap between the defence
numbers of the first four coun-
tries. This assertion, therefore, that
the United States wants a closer
defence relationship with India
to only “muscle” into the Indian
defence market may not entirely
be correct.

The US military industrial com-
plex is hardly able to service
the needs of the department of
defence. In the financial year
2023, it would award contracts
and discharge other obligations
worth $192.23 billion almost two-
and-a-half times the total defence
budget of India. Moreover, the
US defence industry is now sub-
stantively engaged in defence of

Europe once again.

Then why does the United States
want a closer defence relationship
with India. The reasons are purely
strategic. As Donald Rumsfeld, the
former US defence secretary, had
famously remarked, “There are
known knowns — there are things
we know we know... We also
know there are known unknowns
— thatis to say, we know there are
some things we do not know. But
there are also unknown unknowns,
the ones we don’t know we don't
know.”

The penultimate decade of the
twentieth century and the first two
decades of the 21st demonstrated
to the United States that the only
constant in the geo-strategic calcu-
lus is the unknown unknown and
that is what it must prepare for.

The collapse of the Berlin Wall in
November 1989 that heralded the
end of the Cold War was such an
unknown. 9/11 that defined the US
defence posture for two decades
was another. Russia’s unprovoked
aggression against Ukraine was
again such an unknown. It is the
unknown that the US is trying to
hedge against as it seeks to build
alliances like the Quad, AUKUS
in the Indo-Pacific and other like
acronyms around the world.

Herein lies an opportunity for
India to build an entirely new
approach that can underpin both
its defence frameworks and stra-
tegic relationships for the 21st cen-
tury should it choose to do. That
relationship and framework has
to take into account the challeng-
es, realities and imperatives of the
21st century and really jettison the
shibboleths of a previous century
that our “tanks — that supposedly
think that they think” still pay lip
service to. It comes under an over-
arching rubric called “strategic

autonomy” — a term widely used
but little understood by politicians,
policymakers, defence planners
and even the strategic elite.

How autonomous is India when
today, according to data published
by the London-based International
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)
publication, the Military Balance,
more than 90 per cent of the Indian
Army’s armored vehicles, 69 per
cent of combat aircraft operated by
the Air Force and Navy, and 44 per
cent of the Navy’s submarines and
warships are of Russian origin?
Also, 65 per cent of these vessels
are armed with Russian missiles.

There might be valid reasons as
to why this dependency came to
manifest itself but does this rubric
really fit the definition of strategic
autonomy? In a situation whereby
Russia itself is under tremendous
stress with its war effort commit-
ted to supplying the Ukrainian
front, how much would it be able
to spare and supply if the push
came to a shove for India? It is a
question that neither has been seri-
ously asked much less an answer
attempted.

India’s defence indigenisation
programme is still in infancy. A
colleague, during a recent meet-
ing of the parliamentary consulta-
tive committee of defence, rightly
pointed out that the armed forces
demand “state of the art” equip-
ment to meet the two-front situa-
tion that we are confronted with.
How much ever the push may be
towards self-reliance there is a
yawning gap between the expec-
tations of the “users” and what
the Indian defence manufacturing
industry is able to offer.

It is, therefore, imperative that
old paradigms need to be discard-
ed and a fresh approach that really
guarantees “strategic autonomy”
in terms of defence preparedness
be crafted with dispatch.

Will ChatGPT spell end of exams and teachers?

By: Shashi Warrier

y professor friend
Raghavan dropped in
the other day with his
shoulders bowed as if he, not
Atlas, bore the weight of the
earth. “What's up?” I asked,
leading him to the sitting room
and pouring him a large drink.

“It's that time of the year
again,” he said.

“Monsoons?” I asked, because
the rains have been poor
and aren’t likely to improve.
“But...”

“Not monsoons,” he said,
interrupting me. “Exams. I hate
them even more than students
do.”

I remembered my own mis-
spent years in college, when
professors were sadists whose
idea of fun was telling you that
they were holding you back
for a semester. And here was
Raghavan moaning that he
hated exams! I couldn’t under-
stand it, and said so.

“I'm not trying to hold
anyone back,” he said. He
smiled weakly. “That would
be a reflection on my teaching.”

“So what’s the problem?” I
asked.

“A student yesterday showed
me what she can do with her
cellphone,” he replied. “She got
a publicly available program to
write an answer to practically
any question I can ask in an
exam. In under five seconds.”

“Hasn’t Google been around
for decades?” I asked.

“Yes,” he replied, “but 'm not
talking about a search engine.”

“What are you talking about,
then?” I asked.

“Artificial Intelligence,” he
replied. “AlL It's going to throw
everything we know out of the
window.”

I have trouble enough with
natural intelligence so I leave
the artificial version to others.
“How?” I asked.

“Have you used ChatGPT?”
he asked.

“T've heard of it,” I said, “but
have no idea what it does.”

“If you ask it a question,” he
said, “it composes an answer
based on data available on the
Internet. You can ask in regu-
lar english, and the answers
are plausible. Ask it to write
a recipe book in English for
traditional South Indian deli-
cacies, and that’s what you’ll
likely get. A student with a
cellphone and an Internet con-
nection can answer practically
any question she might face in
an exam. It can even write soft-
ware programs.”

“So no cellphones in exam
halls,” I said.

“That’s what’s happening,”
he said. “But the old exams that
test your memory are no use.
Banning cellphones might help
in the short term, but we really
have no idea what's coming in
the next few years.”

I felt reassured: I, too, had no
idea, and shared ignorance is
a great comfort. “What can we
do about it?” I asked.

His answer shook me up.
“I've been reading up about
Al and its effects,” he said.
“ChatGPT’s old: new tech is
far ahead. Nobody’s sure, but
‘experts’ say different things
about it. People who develop
Al, people who use it to drive

cars and translate languages,
and so on. One extreme view is
that AI will wipe out humans.
The other extreme is that
humans can’t survive without
it.”

“Well, so what does this have
to do with students?” I asked.

“Students have to know
what’s coming,” he said.
“They need to know the kind of
careers they might have. And
the worst way to get them to
see that is to ban cellphones in
exam halls. When they emerge
from college and start working,
no one’s going to tell them to
hand in their cellphones before
they enter the office, right? And
they’ll have lots of computers.”

“Right!” I said. “Doesn’t the
university understand that?”

“The university thinks differ-
ently,” he said. “They have to
defend whatever they’ve been
doing all these years. Besides,
it's a matter of jobs...” A pause,
before the truth was out. “Al
could replace me.”

“How could it do that?” I
asked. “Don’t you give stu-
dents individual treatment?”

“I try,” he replied, “but I'm
limited by the 50-odd students
in each class.”

“Won't that apply to Al teach-
ers as well?” I asked.

“No,” he replied. “The Al
teacher works one-on-one.
Students log in at individual
terminals. The teacher asks
a few questions, figures out
how much the student knows,
and tailors the session appro-
priately. Each student learns
at her own pace, at her own
convenience... And, especially
in India, in the language she

knows best! The technology
to do this already exists... It
could destroy universities as
we know them.”

“Don’t universities also do
research?” I asked.

“Sure,” he said. “They do.
Much of it is in the form of
PhD theses for certification,
which ChatGPT can do free in
hours... Besides, Al comes up
with more ideas for research
than people do. It can construct
hypotheses, define axioms, and
develop theories faster than a
human can.”

“So a lot of very educated
people are going to be unem-
ployed,” I said.

“Yes,” he said. “Maybe even
judges. An Al system can look
up every precedent, work out
changes, understand charge
sheets, and arrive at ajudgment
in less than one per cent of the
time it takes a human judge. An
Al system can can make policy
decisions better and faster than
any politician can, and maybe
diagnoses better than doctors.
So, better teachers, judges,
leaders, doctors... Al can do all
that. Aren’t you worried you'll
be replaced? What do you do?”

I thought for a moment. What
do I do? The answer came in a
flash. “Well, nothing.” I said, “I
just bumble around. So an Al
system can’t very well replace
me, can it?”

His face began to go purple in
anger. Just when he was going
to explode, his phone rang. It
was his wife, calling him home,
and he had to leave. I saw him
to the door, of course, but I still
haven’t understood why he got
mad at me.
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SP Ramnish inaugurates Langar

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: Nation-
al General Secretary of
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
Welfare Society, Raju
Chandel said that a
huge Langar Bhandara
will be organized by Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra Wel-
fare Society at Bhagwati
Nagar Baba Purna Nath
Temple for the Shiva
devotees.

On this occasion,
Jammu Head Quar-
ter SP Police Ramnish
Gupta arrived inaugurat-
ed the Langar to serve
the devotees of Shiva.

He was accompanied
by Corporator Sucha
Singh in which Langar
directors Meena Kak
and T.K Kank welcomed
SP Ramnish who inau-

gurated the Langar by
cutting the ribbon and
distributed food among
the devotees.

On this occasion, Raj-
kumar Goyal, National

Executive President of
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
Welfare Society said
that special arrange-
ments have been made
for bathing, bathing and

orgamzed by SAYW Society

food etc. First of all,
devotees were given
tea, biscuits, bread etc.
in breakfast, Sholay
Bhature and Desi Ghee
ka Halwa etc. in break-
fast, excellent Shuddh
Vaishno lunch in after-
noon, dinner food etc.
is arranged as follows
Langar is being run for
24 hours by Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra Welfare
Society, which is com-
pletely free of cost,
cleanliness etc. is taken
care of in the langar
premises.

Goyal said that Langar
is being run by Shri

Amarnath Ji Yatra Wel-
fare Society in Bhagwati
Nagar only, no other
langar is being run by
our society, some fake
people are running
langar without permis-
sion in the name of our
organization.

On this occasion the
President of Jammu,
Charan Singh said that
preparations are being
made to send a legal
notice to the people
running fake Langar in
the name of Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra Welfare
Society in the Delhi
court soon.

Reetika Thakur Dance Group mesmerizes audience
with its scintillating performance at Bani Chhinj Mela

TOP NEWS REPORT

BANI, July 2: Reetika
Thakur Dance Group,
known for their capti-
vating performances
across India, recently
graced the stage at the
esteemed Bani Chhinj
Mela in Kathua dis-
trict. This historical
event has witnessed
an array of talented art-
ists, including the emi-
nent dance group from
Himachal Pradesh.

Bani Chhinj Mela,
deeply rooted in tradition
and recognized as one
of the most renowned
festivals in the region,
captured the atten-
tion of spectators from
near and far. Reetika
Thakur Dance Group,

known for their captivat-
ing choreography and
unparalleled talent, has
enthralled the audience
with their mesmeriz-
ing performance. The
group has left an indel-
ible mark on the hearts
of the attendees.
Reetika Thakur, the
creative force behind the
dance group, expressed
her gratitude for the

opportunity to perform in
Bani Chhinj for the first
time. She was deeply
moved by the warmth
and appreciation shown
by the audience. "It was
an incredible experience
to perform in front of a
crowd," said Reetika.
"The culture and people
here resonate with the
essence of Himachal
Pradesh, making us feel

at home even outside
our hometown."

The event was graced
by esteemed dignitaries,
including the esteemed
presence of DIG Shakti
Pathak, who served as
the guest of honor. Dr.
Rameshwar Singh, Yasir
Chouddhary, Tabsum
Sheikh (JKAS), and
other notable person-
alities also attended the

event. Their presence
and admiration added
to the grandeur of the
occasion. The dignitar-
ies presented several
awards and accolades
to Reetika Thakur
Dance Group, recog-
nizing their exceptional
talent and memorable
performance.

The success and over-
whelming response at

Bani Chhinj Mela have
further strengthened the
reputation of Reetika
Thakur Dance Group as
one of the most sought-
after dance groups in
the country. Their previ-
ous notable appearanc-
es include the Republic
Day Parade in Delhi,
where they showcased
their artistic brilliance to
a national audience.

Reetika Thakur Dance
Group expressed their
gratitude to the organiz-
ers of Bani Chhinj Mela
for the opportunity to
be part of such a pres-
tigious event. They also
conveyed their appre-
ciation to the people
of Bani for their warm
reception and continu-
ous support."

Govt miserably failed to protect
rights of weaker sections: Ajeet

TOP NEWS REPORT

KISHTWAR, Jul 2:
Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference
Senior Leader Ajeet
Bhagat asserted that
the present govern-
ment headed by the
Lt. Governor has com-
pletely failed to protect
the rights of Sched-
uled Caste as well as
weaker sections of the
society in the Jammu
and Kashmir state.

The senior National
Confrance leader said
that the Scheduled
Caste and other back-
ward communities had
voted overwhelmingly
for ruling government
at the Centre in the
previous elections
but the BJP Party has
failed to protect their
interest. Ajeet Bhagat
expressed great dis-
appointment against
the Jammu and Kash-
mir administration for
its negative attitude
towards the Scheduled
Caste and alleged that
the present adminis-
tration is not showing
the least concern to
addressing the press-
ing issues of this sec-
tion of the society.

Ajeet Bhagat said
that the SC/ST Pre-
vention of Atrocities
Act, 1989 has not been
extended to Jammu
and Kashmir State,
where their population
is 20 per cent. Bhagat
stressed upon the
need for stepping up
efforts to ensure eco-
nomic empowerment,
besides emancipation
of the weaker sections
so that they can play
their useful role in the

society.

The senior NC leader
asserted that the funds
sanctioned for central
sponsored schemes
with regard to welfare
of Scheduled Caste
and other backward
communities in Jammu
and Kashmir have not
been fully utilized more
than 50 per cent due to
poor monitoring mech-
anism. Bhagat assert-
ed that the government
is just wasting public
money by conducting
Back to Village pro-
gramme 4 which has
turned out to be a total
eye wash. Moreover,
the Administration has
failed to resolve the
burning issues likely
unemployment, farm-
ers, daily wagers and
many more raised and
registered during the
first three phases, he
lamented.

Ajeet Bhagat urged
the Administration to
first review the result
or outcome of the ear-
lier three phases and
only thereafter pro-
ceed further with the
so called mega out-
reach programme.

The Senior NC leader
asserted that the
National Conference
has always remained
committed to protect
the rights of Scheduled
Caste communities in
the past and shall con-
tinue to do the same
in future too. Bhagat
asked the Scheduled
Caste Communities to
gear up for the upcom-
ing Assembly elections
as these could be
announced any time
now.

GDC Mendhar organises swachta campaign

TOP NEWS REPORT

MENDHAR, Jul 2: The
NSS Unit in collabora-
tion with the Depart-
ment of Economics
and Shikshit Bharat
Club CSM Government
Degree College Mend-
har organised a swach-
ta campaign inside the
campus.

This cleanliness drive
was a part of various
social programmes
being organised under
the overall supervision
of Dr.Mohammad Azam,
Principal of the institu-
tion.

In  his message
Dr.Azam said that the
teachers’ and students’
role is very important to
create awareness on
cleanliness. In today’s
world, the role of social
media is important
to create awareness

among the people and
inculcate a feeling of
nationality among them.

The campaign was
formerly started with the
awareness talk present-
ed by NSS Programme
officer Dr. Rehfit Naz
Kouser.She focused on
the need of cleanliness
on public places espe-
cially around the edu-

SCS GOVT DEGREE CO! Lt

MENDHAT

cational Institutions for
the physical health and
mental wellness.
Faculty members
along with the NSS vol-
unteers and students
tended to remove the
plastic bottles,wrappers
and other non-biode-
gradable substances
from the main campus.
They put all their efforts

to make the college
green and ckean. This
programme was organ-
ised with the particular
objectives of "plas-
tic free campus" and
"waste management".
While addressing to
the students Prof.Mur-
taza Ahmed,Convener
Shikshit Bharat Club
stated that It's a need

of the present; all the
people should actively
participate to clean India
to fulfil the dream of
Mahatma Gandhi for the
protection of the environ-
ment, for our safety and
protection of our future. It
is our fundamental duty
to youtake all efforts to
make this country clean
and pollution free".On
the conclusion of the
programme Dr.Tabarak
Amin Khan presented
vote of thanks to all the
faculties and volunteers
for organising this clean-
liness drive. The other
dignitaries who joined
hands with the volun-
teers were Prof. Ayaz
Ahmed Choudhary, Prof.
Javed Manzoor, Prof.
Mohd Akram, Dr. Sha-
keel Ahmed, Prof. Mur-
taza Ahmed and Saima
Kouser.

AJBRCEAK mourns demise of veteran
trade union leader Sampat Parkash

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: All
Jammu Based Reserved
Category Employees
Association Kashmir
(AJBRCEAK) today paid
tributes to veteran trade
union leader Sampat
Parkash.

Vipen Kumar Chair-
man, AJBRCEAK
expressed deep shock
over the untimely demise
of famous Trade union
leader Sampat Prakash
died due to cardiac
arrest.

Vipen Kumar, Chair-
man along with Presi-
dent Anil Radha termed
it a great loss for employ-
ee fraternity, Sampat
Prakash was a trade
mark in history of trade
Unionism in Jammu
and Kashmir, who

worked forthrightly for
the legitimate issues of
employees and earned
a good name and fame
among employees and
common people" Chair-
man said. He was out-
spoken and valiant and
was send many time jail
for the cause and dignity
of employees. At pres-
ent he was working as
state President of Hind
Mazdoor Saba which
is known as huge trade
union throughout the
country, and was also
president of low paid
employees Federation.
AJBRCEAK termed
the death of Sampat
Prakash a huge loss to
the cause of employees.

The entire leader-
ship of AJBRCEAK
Which includes Kuldeep

Kumar Vice Chairman,
Mohan Lal Chief Advisor,
Deepak Kumar Advisor,
Shashi Goutam Advisor,
Navneet Kundal Vice
President, Sukhdev Vice
President, Lalit Kumar
Legal Advisor, Suresh
Kumar Convenor, Yas-
hpal General Secretary,
Vijay Dutt Secretary,
Bharat Bushan Joint
Secretary, Ashok Kumar
Public Secretary, Viren-
der Mohan Organiz-
ing Secretary, Naresh
Kumar Bhagat Media
Secretary, Hemraj Draft-
ing Secretary, Jarnail
Singh Joint Secretary,
Deepak Kaith Cashier,
Naveen Bhagat Cashier
have extended their con-
dolences to the family on
the sad demise of vet-
eran trade union leader.

Manjit pays obeisance at Baba Sidh
Goria Nath Ji Temple Swankha

TOP NEWS REPORT

SAMBA, Jul 2: Apni
Party Provincial Presi-
dent, Jammu, and
Former Minister, S.
Manijit Singh today paid
obeisance at Baba Sidh
Goria Nath Ji Temple at
Swankha.

The Former Minister
accompanied by promi-
nent people of the area
visited the Temple and
paid their obeisance at
the famous Baba Sidh
Goria Nath Ji Temple at
Swankha.

On this occasion, S.
Manijit Singh prayed for
peace and prosperity in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“These religious
places unite people and
bring the communities
to each other. Religious
places and festivals are

best occasions when
one understands the
other. This diverse cul-
ture is known as India
across the world that
needs to be preserved,
and protected,” he
added.

He however appreci-
ated the organizers who
made good arrange-
ments for the devo-
tees coming from vari-
ous areas of J&K, and
across the country.

Meanwhile, he said

that the administration
should provide free pick
and drop services by
deploying RTC buses
for the transportation of
devotees to the famous
Temple from the main
road.

FICCI FLO’s ‘She Rises’ programme to handpick, train
girls for entrepreneurship from July onwards: Varuna

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: Varuna
Anand Chairperson
FICCI FLO J&K and
Ladakh announced ‘She
Rises’ programme from
July 1 onwards, to hand
pick the women start-
up aspirants and make
them ready for entre-
preneurship after their
participation in Start-Up
festival in October 2023.

In a statement issued
here today, Varuna
Anand mentioned that
‘She Rises’ programme
is a unique initiative
aimed at empowering
and supporting indi-
viduals who are looking
to establish and grow
their own businesses.
Under FICCI FLO, this
programme is well-
structured and tailored
to meet the needs of
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women homepreneurs,
entrepreneurs, and
innovators. One of the
standout features of the
aforesaid programme
is its wide reach, she
added.

“Besides Jammu,
the programme will be
offered in 15 different
cities across 11 states of
India, making it acces-
sible to a large number
of women entrepreneurs
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from diverse back-
grounds and regions”,
Varuna told media per-
sons here.

The handpicked aspi-
rants shall get train-
ing under the realms
of FICCI FLO with
capacity building to
remain on forefront.
Participants in the She
Rises programme will
have access to a wide
range of resources and
opportunities. The pro-
gramme is designed to
provide individuals with
the knowledge and skills
they need to succeed
in today's competitive
business environment.
The aspirants will have
access to learning ses-
sions, mentorship,
webinars, networking
and funding opportuni-
ties, besides training on

making entrepreneurs
investment ready,” she
said.

The Chairperson
informed that women
above the age of 18 are
eligible for the initiative
by FLO, applications
for which have already
been floated and the
selected aspirants will
be provided training
online from July 1, 2023.

“We have targeted Uni-
versities across Jammu
and Kashmir to hand-
pick those who have
completed their gradu-
ation”, she said adding
that FICCI FLO can
play a significant role
by providing appropri-
ate guidance to upcom-
ing entrepreneurs in
the Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh.
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Money a by-product, what an actor craves IS
appreciation: Arshad Warsi

The actor said it is probably his ‘inherently lovable’ personality that reflects in his on

There is no bigger reward
than audience admiration, says
Arshad Warsi, who believes the
success of “Asur” season two
proves that if viewers love a
character, they root for it.

Be it street smart Ballu of
“Tere Mere Sapne”, devoted
sidekick Circuit from “Munna
Bhai” films or small time lawyer
Jagdish Tyagi in “Jolly LLB”,
Arshad’s filmography boasts of
memorable characters.

The actor said it is probably
his “inherently lovable” person-
ality that reflects in his on screen
characters and make them more
interesting.

“The money one earns is a
byproduct, but the main thing
one craves for is appreciation.
You want people to come up to
you and say, ‘What a film, what
a character and | loved you init’.
That's my award and reward. |
personally look for that,” Arshad
told news agency in a virtual
interview.

“l think I'm inherently lovable
and that part of me comes in
whatever | do. It can be a cop,
goon, or anything. | want people
to appreciate my work, whether
it's positive or negative,” he
added.

Itis important for audiences to
like and relate to the protago-
nist, said Arshad.

“If they love the character, no
matter what it does, it is appreci-
ated. If they do not like it, it's null
and void.

“I've been fortunate enough
that there isn’t anyone who
hasn’t liked my work. When a
film or series works, that's a
cherry on the cake. There is
no better feeling than that,” he
added.

In “Asur 2”, the 55-year-

screen characters and make them more interesting

old returns as forensic expert
Dhananjay Rajput along side
actors Barun Sobti (Nikhil Nair),
Anupriya Goenka(Naina Nair),
Ridhi Dogra (Nusrat Saeed) and
Amey Wagh (Rasool Shaikh).

The second season of the psy-
chological thriller series, which
premiered on JioCinema last
month, is directed by Oni Sen.

Arshad, who has been receiv-
ing acclaim for his performance
in the show, said he fell in love
with the concept during season
one, which premiered in 2020,
and coming back was a no
brainer.

“| absolutely enjoyed season
two. | liked the character the first
time | heard the script for season
one... It is complex, there are
so many layers. | enjoyed work-
ing on the first season and the
second season is even gritter.
| had a great time doing this.”
Asked whether successful char-
acters also tend to box an actor
in a certain image, Arshad said
he has navigated that space
quite a few times in his career.

“Usually, actors are divided in
terms of genre—action, comedy,
romance. Very few manage to
fit in all of them. | would like to

believe I'm one of those,” he
said.

But it is not easy, he said,
adding that he used to get
characters similar to Circuit
from “Munna Bhai” films until
recently.

“| credit the storytellers, the
directors who imagined me in a
(different) role and had faith in
me. When Kabir Kaushik asked
me to do ‘Seher’, | asked him
if he was sure. | had an image
of a comedy actor. Subhash
(Kapoor) was sure about me
playing Jolly. I'm grateful to
them for taking a chance with
me and I'm happy | could live up
to their expectations.” Arshad,
who made his cinematic debut
with 1996 movie “Tere Mere
Sapne”, said “waiting” is also an
integral part of the process of
building credibility as a versatile
performer.

“It's tough, especially for guys
like me who are not from the
industry. Sadly, I've been here
for almost 27 years, and | still
can’'t say that I'm part of the
industry. Everytime | give a flop,
I've to take a long climb to get
back to where | was,” he said,
adding that one has to be strong

0,

enough to say no.

Post “Asur 2”, the actor said
he is flooded with offers for cop
roles and he might take up a
few.

“Every second day | get a story
with a cop character. But no
regrets. There are some which
are fabulous and I'm doing
some of them,” he said.

Arshad believes he has come
a long way in his acting journey
and evolved into a confident
performer.

He credits collaborating with
veteran actor Naseeruddin
Shah on Abhishek Chaubey’s
“Ishqgiya” (2010), for instilling
self-belief in him.

“I've improved a lot. Till the
time | did ‘Ishqiya’, | used to
think | was a fluke. | didn’t under-
stand why people like me or
enjoy my character... But when
we finished ‘Ishgiya’ and | gave
a hug to Naseer sahab. He told
me, ‘Arshad you're a fantastic
actor and after many years | was
on my toes’. He praised me a
lot. And | was like if he is saying
I’'m a better actor then | must
be.” As someone who started
his acting career at a time when
hero-heroine plotlines were
quintessential to Hindi cinema,
the actor said the OTT has given
artists like him a much-needed
performance-oriented platform.

“l think so many of us, who
did not have a platform, have
created a space because of the
OTT and are flourishing. That
quintessential hero bit is not
there anymore. A commercial
film still has the same approach.
But there is space for everyone
now. Guys like me, who don’t
look like hero types, are finally
getting recognised,” the actor
said.

Ananya Panday: Let people
keep guessing who I'm dating

In the recent months, speculations
about a budding romance between
actor Ananya Panday and Aditya Roy
Kapur have been making headlines.
The duo intensified these rumours
when they posed together at designer
Manish Malhotra’s Diwali party last
year, captivating everyone’s attention.
However, Panday chooses to keep her
relationship status under wraps.

Without giving any clarification about
her relationship status, Panday says,
“It's good to be curious, people should
keep guessing who I'm dating.”

While the buzz around her personal
life continues, Panday has faced some
setbacks on the work front. Both her
films -- Liger, starring Vijay Devera-
konda, and Shakun Batra’s Gehraai-
yan ( both 2022) -- failed to gather a
significant positive response. Reflecting
on these challenges, Panday reveals
that she has learnt valuable lessons
from these past projects that didn’t meet
expectations of many.

“No matter how cliche it sounds, its
about the journey and its not about the
destination. My lessons are, not giving
up and not thinking too much about the
outcome but living in that moment and
giving it your all,” she says.

The 24-year-old feels that when you
sign a film, there are a lot of possibilities
that can happen, but “you give every-
thing” to the project. She adds, “We
(people working on the sets) know how
hard it is to make a movie or a show. We

really give it our all, we give it our best,
and sometimes that doesn’t work out,
but that's okay. That shouldn'’t let you
down and you should take whatever
you've learnt from that and use it in your
next film.”

Looking ahead, Panday expresses
enthusiasm for her upcoming film,
Dream Girl 2, alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana., saying, “My character is
super bubbly and fun. | have a very
important role in what the outcome of
the film is. Everything is sort of happen-
ing around my character. | don’t want
to say too much, because there are
big surprises in that film.” Leaving fans
more intrigued and excited, she adds,
“Dream Girl 2 is going to be a full on
masti laugh entertainer and it will leave
you with a message, like the first one
did as well.”

There is also Kho Gaye Hum Kahan,
which Panday is eagerly anticipating.
She tells us that her role is more simi-
lar to her own self than what she has
played on screen. “She is a very real
girl and has her own moments. It is
very similar to how | am as a person
and | know a lot of girls out there who
will relate to it a lot.” The film would be
her second one with actor Siddhant
Chaturvedi after Gehraaiyan, who is
one of her closest friends in the indus-
try. “I can talk to him about a lot of things
and he is a solid support. We don’t have
to talk all the time, but there is a deep
friendship that we found in each other.
He is my buddy. | can joke, laugh, fight,
everything with him. We are like Tom
and Jerry,” shares Panday.

“Kho Gaye Hum Kahan is a movie
that the young generation needs right
now. It’'s a film about friendship, how the
times are now, and how relationships
work in a digital age. It's a movie which
is needed right now by the younger gen-
eration,” she further adds, also empha-
sising that her effort is to always play a
different character in every film.

“I don’t want to bore myself and the
audience as well, so | am always striv-
ing to do something different.” The actor
also expresses her desire to take up
an action or thriller project, “because
that is something | haven’t done yet,”
she ends.

Shilpa Shetty reprises her role

as the judge for Sony

Hailey Bieber slams ‘hatred’ of those pitting her
against Selena Gomez: I want to be able to bring

Entertainment Television’s
India’s Got Talent Season

Sony Entertainment Television brings
back yet another season of the reality
show, India’s Got Talent. Shilpa Shetty
is set to reprise her role as a judge for
another season.

Expressing her excitement about
returning as a judge, Shilpa says, “India
is racing ahead, backed by a talent pool
that is already making its mark at the
global level. Be it dance, singing, magic,
stunts, or comedy, India has it all. | am
ecstatic to be returning as a judge on
India’s Got Talent, which celebrates
‘hunar’ in all forms. This being the 10th
season, | cannot wait to witness awe-
inspiring talent. Being a judge on this
platform has been exciting as well as a
learning curve. | feel privileged to be a
part of the transformational journey of
budding talent. India’s Got Talent has
the ability to change lives, and | am
looking forward to discovering unique
talents along with my co-judges, Kirron
ma’am and Badshah.”

Hailey Bieber is opening up
about being pitted against
Selena Gomez time and again.
After the recent TikTok drama
involving the Rare singer that
grabbed headlines and also
resulted in Hailey getting death
threats, she said that the ‘vile,
disgusting hatred’ is complete-
ly a false narrative made up to
divide two women.

Selena Gomez and Hailey
Bieber feud

The online feud started when
singer Selena Gomez posted
on her TikTok and confessed
how she had accidentally over-
laminated her eyebrows a few
months ago. Kylie Jenner then
posted a photo of herself with
the caption “this was an acci-
dent???” over her brows, and
then also shared a picture of
her friend Hailey Bieber’s brows.
Users noted that Hailey (who
is married to Selena’s ex-boy-

people together

friend Justin Bieber) and Kylie

were mean to Selena without
any reason.

Hailey Bieber on nasty com-
ments

Now, appearing on the Bloom-
berg Originals series The Circuit
With Emily Chang, when Hailey
was asked about the TikTok
drama, she said, “| don’t think
that this is about me, Hailey

Bieber, and Selena Gomez—
this is not about this pitting
between two women and divi-
sion between two women. It's
about the vile, disgusting hatred
that can come from completely
made-up and twisted and per-
petuated narratives. That can
be really dangerous.”

Hailey says its disappointing

Further adding how she hates

the idea of two women being
pitted against one another,
Hailey said, “I don’t like this
whole idea of Team This Person
and Team This Person. I'm just
not about that. | want to be able
to bring people together... | hate
it. I've hated it since the begin-
ning. And | think that kind of
goes back to a little bit of just
being misunderstood when it’s
like time and time again | don’t
know why | keep having to say,
and we keep having to say, that
there is no issue and there is no
problem. It's so disappointing
that people still behave this way
over a man. It's the world we live
in unfortunately.”

Selena and Justin Bieber were
in a relationship for around eight
years. Justin broke up with
Selena in March 2018. Hailey
and Justin got engaged in July
2018 and were officially married
by the end of the year.

Rihanna becomes the first female artist to have

Jennifer Aniston and Reese
Wltherspoon are back again

ten songs with over one b11110n streams on Spotify

Badgalriri continues
to make waves in the
music world, even with-
out a new album on the
horizon. The Barbadian
entrepreneur recently
celebrated a significant
career achievement,
becoming the first
female artist to have ten
songs with over one bil-
lion streams on Spotify.

It's been seven and a
half years since her last
album, ANTI, but Rihan-
na’s influence remains
undeniable. Beyond her
music career, she’s ven-
tured into various suc-
cessful ventures, includ-
ing Fenty Beauty/Skin
and Savage x Fenty
collections. Recently,
she headlined the Super
Bowl Halftime Show,
drawing more viewers

than the game itself.
She was also spot-
ted in Paris with ASAP
Rocky, attending Phar-
rell’s debut show as
Louis Vuitton’s mens-
wear creative direc-
tor. Now, rumors swirl
as the duo is seen in
Barbados, with Rocky
shooting a music video.
Rihanna proudly shared
her milestone on Ins-
tagram, captioning her
post with a playful nod to
her success despite not
releasing new music.
Fellow industry queen,
Nicki Minaj, joined in
the celebration, leaving
a freestyle congratulat-
ing her friend. The art-
ist's impact on culture
continues to be undeni-
able, as she effortlessly
breaks records without

new music.

In response to Rihan-
na’s accomplishment,
fans praised her, but
some couldn’t help but
jokingly nudge her about
the long-awaited new

album. With Rihanna’s
last full-length album
dating back to 2016,
fans have been eager
for more. Though she
has featured on several
tracks and contributed

to movie soundtracks,
they’re eagerly anticipat-
ing new original music.

In an Apple Music inter-
view ahead of her 2023
Super Bowl halftime
show, Rihanna hinted at
a possible musical evo-
lution. She expressed
her openness to explore
new and unconventional
sounds that might sur-
prise her fans.

While her fans eagerly
anticipate new music,
they can still revel in her
previous hits that remain
timeless. Rihanna’s
undeniable talent and
influence have solidified
her as one of the most
prominent figures in the
music industry, leaving
fans eagerly waiting to
see what she’ll bring to
the table next.

Apple TV+ announced
that the 10-episode
third season of The
Morning Show will
return on September
13 with two episodes,

followed by a weekly
Wednesday release.
Along with Aniston
and Witherspoon, who
are executive produc-
ers, the season three

cast is led by returning
stars Billy Crudup, Mark
Duplass, Nestor Car-
bonell, Karen Pittman,
Greta Lee and Julianna
Margulies, along with
new cast members
Nicole Beharie, playing
a anchor on the show,
and Jon Hamm.

The Morning Show
is produced by the
studio Media Res and
executive produced
by Michael Ellenberg
through Media Res,
along with Aniston and
Kristin Hahn through
Echo Films, and With-
erspoon and Lauren
Neustadter through
Hello Sunshine. Mimi
Leder serves as exec-
utive producer and
season director.
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Saharmati Riverfront soul of social and cultural
activities in Ahmedahad, says Amit Shah; launches
Akshar River Cruise

With two engines and a two-hour drive, the 30-metre-long luxury cruise will help

AHMEDABAD, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): The Sabarmati River-
front has become the soul of
social and cultural activities in
Ahmedabad, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said on Sunday
as he virtually launched the
‘Akshar’ cruise on the river that
cuts through the city.

Addressing a gathering
through video conference, Shah
lauded Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, saying when the
latter was the chief minister of
Gujarat, he took many initiatives
which helped in increasing the
tourist footfall in the state.

Shah said when he shifted to
Ahmedabad in 1978, he never
went to see the Sabarmati river
until the riverfront was con-
structed. The river was then
nothing more than a pit of dirty
water, he recalled.

“As the then Gujarat chief min-
ister, Prime Minister Modi for the
first time imagined a riverfront

boost tourism, he said

and planned for it, and it was
constructed during his duration
(as CM). The riverfront became
known not just in Ahmedabad
but also across the country and
abroad and became a centre of
tourism,” Shah said.

“It has become a centre of
various activities. Walkers take
a stroll in the morning, senior
citizens in the evening, and chil-
dren and youth play here. Today,

the riverfront has become the
soul of social and cultural activi-
ties on both sides (of the river)
of Ahmedabad,” he said.

The ‘Akshar River Cruise’
on the riverfront will be a new
attraction for Ahmedabad, he
said.

With two engines and a two-
hour drive, the 30-metre-long
luxury cruise will help boost
tourism with attractions such as

live music and tasty vegetarian
and Jain food, he said.

The river cruise is equipped
with 180 life safety jackets, a fire
sprinkler system and emergen-
cy rescue boats and has been
designed keeping the safety of
people in mind, Shah said.

Shah said after becoming the
chief minister of Gujarat, Modi
gave priority to tourism and
worked to make the state a
centre of tourism in the country
through various initiatives.

Modi invested crores of rupees
to create an ecosystem to attract
lakhs of tourists by connecting
pilgrimage centres, borders with
improved road connectivity, he
said.

“Narendra Bhai developed
tourism using his imagination
which led to a rise in the number
of tourists from India and
abroad. Through various initia-
tives, Modi gave a new shape
to Gujarat tourism,” Shah said.

Shootout outside UP jail: Assailant accidentally
killed by accomplice

BIUNOR (UTTAR

on Saturday evening.

opened indiscriminate

and succumbed during
treatment at the district

He added that the
deceased, Vishal

PRADESH), Jul 2
(Agencies): In what
seemed to be a scene
out of a Bollywood pot-
boiler, two gangsters—
Vishal Pandit and his
accomplice Raunak—
opened fire on their
rival, Rajan, who was
being released after 17
days of judicial custody
from jail in Bijnor.
However, Raunak
accidentally shot Vishal,
killing him on the spot.
The incident happened

According to the police,
two other persons—
including a jail personnel
and a police constable—
also sustained injuries.

Rajan was lodged in
jail for attempted murder
since June 13.

Bijnor’s Superinten-
dent of Police (SP)
Neeraj Kumar Jadaun
said, “As Rajan stepped
out of the jail, Vishal
Pandit and his accom-
plice Raunak, who had
come to target him,

firing on the former.
Soon after, jail person-
nel and cops at a nearby
jail police outpost turned
up to rescue Rajan.

While Rajan was run-
ning back towards the
jail gate, the two assail-
ants were chasing him
brandishing firearms in
their hands.”

“While Rajan remained
unhurt in the attack,
Vishal Pandit was hit
by the bullet fired by his
crime partner Raunak

hospital. In the shoot-
out, one jail guard Ranijit
Singh and police consta-
ble Rajiv Kumar suffered
bullet wounds and are
undergoing treatment at
the hospital,” he said.

The SP further said that
Rajan and Raunak have
been taken into custody
and further investigation
is under way after regis-
tering an FIR of murder
and attempt to murderin
the case.

Pandit, had five criminal
cases against him, while
the two other accused
also have a criminal
background.

The SP said that the
trio earlier worked for
the Rachit gang involved
in multiple cases of loot,
murder and attempt
but Rajan left them
and formed a separate
gang, while Rachit was
shot dead in a gang war
around two years ago.

TMC worker Kkilled, several others
injured in rural poll violence in Bengal

KOLKATA, Jul 2
(Agencies): A Trinamool
Congress (TMC) worker
was killed and several
other members of the
ruling party and Opposi-
tion outfits were injured
in clashes in panchayat
poll-bound West Bengal,
police said.

A TMC worker, iden-
tified as 52-year-old
Jiyarul Molla, was shot
dead in Phulmalancha
area at Basanti in South
24 Parganas district late
on Saturday night while
he was returning home,
a police officer said.

The man was taken to
a local hospital, where
doctors declared him
brought dead.

A local Indian Secu-
lar Front (ISF) leader
claimed that Molla, who
was a close associate
of TMC leader Amarul
Laskar, was a victim
of infighting within the
ruling party.

Molla’s daughter Man-
wara, who is a TMC
candidate in Kathalberia
gram panchayat, also
alleged that her father
had complained to the
police about frequent
threats from a rival fac-
tion which asked him to
quit politics but the law
enforcers did not take
any action.

“I am a first-time can-
didate. My candidature

is not liked by another
local faction in the party.
| demand a high-level
probe into the incident,”
she told reporters.

Local TMC MLA
Saokat Molla said the
police should probe the
matter and take prompt
action against whoever
is responsible.

With the fresh death,
10 people have been
killed so far in West
Bengal in poll-related
violence since the filing
of nominations for the
rural elections began
on June 9, according to
police reports.

Meanwhile, at least
10 people were injured
in clashes between
CPI(M) and ISF sup-
porters on one side and
those of the TMC on the
other in Paschim Medi-
nipur district on Sunday,
police said.

The incident took
place in Krishnapur area
in Chandrakona in the
morning after the TMC
members tried to erect
party flags, and faced
resistance from opposi-
tion activists.

The 10 injured
people, who belong
to both camps, have
been admitted to hos-
pitals, where they are
undergoing treatment,
another police officer
said, adding that their

condition is stated to be
stable.

A large contingent of
police team has been
deployed on the spot,
he added.

The police did not
mention the number
of people detained or
arrested after the clash-
es.

In another incident,
Ibrahim Mollah, TMC
candidate in Chaltabe-
ria gram panchayat, was
seriously injured when
he was thrashed and
stabbed allegedly by
ISF activists while he
was returning home in
Bhangar area in South
24 Parganas on Sunday
night after campaigning,
police said.

TMC leader Saokat
Molla alleged that ISF’s
Bhangar MLA Naushad
Siddique was behind
the attack as he wanted
to unleash a “reign of
terror” in the area.

Siddique, however,
denied the charge, while
counter-alleging that
the TMC was threaten-
ing and intimidating ISF
workers in villages.

“Villagers are rising
against the atrocities
and ‘bomb culture’ of
the TMC and that is
not being liked by the
gang patronised by
Shaukat Mollah. The
ISF believes in peace-
ful movement by people,
not violence,” he added.

Around 5.67 crore
people are eligible to
cast their votes in the
three-tier panchayat
elections in the state on
July 8 for nearly 74,000
seats in zilla parishads,
panchayat samiti and
gram panchayats.

Surat woman Kkills 2-year-old son for lover,
watches Drishyam to avoid arrest

SURAT, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): A woman in
Gujarat’s Surat district
killed her two-and-a-
half-year-old child and
filed a complaint about
her child’s disappear-
ance. After registering
the case, she joined
the police in the search
for her “missing” child
for three consecutive
days, but he could not
be traced.

As the police inves-
tigated the matter, the
mother of the child
became a suspect
and was subsequently
arrested.

Nayana Mandavi, a
labourer at a construc-
tion site in Surat’s Din-
doli area, went to the
police station to report
the disappearance of
her two-and-a-half-
year-old child, Veer
Mandavi.

The police examined
the CCTV footage
from the construction

site where the woman
worked but did not see
the child leaving the
premises. Based on
this, they concluded
that the child had not
left the site. The police
questioned the woman
extensively about the
disappearance of her
child, but she did not
provide any satisfactory
answers.

The police also used
a dog squad to search
for the missing child,
but they did not find any
evidence that the child
had left the construction

site alive.

The woman accused
her lover, who resides
in Jharkhand, of kid-
napping her child.

The police contacted
the woman'’s lover, but
they could not trace his
location near Surat. He
informed the police that
he had never been to
Surat.

The police faced a
significant challenge
in determining the
whereabouts of the
child since he had not
left the construction
site, and there was no

evidence of abduc-
tion. They intensified
their questioning of the
woman, who eventually
confessed to killing her
child. However, when
asked where she had
hidden the body, she
initially provided false
information.

Initially, the woman
claimed that she had
buried the body in a pit,
but when the location
was excavated, noth-
ing was found. She
then told the police that
she had thrown the
body into a pond, but
the police did not find
anything there either.

Under rigorous ques-
tioning, the woman
revealed that she had
thrown the body into a
pit intended for the con-
struction site’s toilet.

The child’s body was
recovered from that
location.

When asked about
the motive behind kill-

ing her son and hiding
the body, the woman
explained that she
was originally from
Jharkhand and had
a lover there. He had
informed her that he
would not accept her
if she arrived with her
child.

In an attempt to gain
acceptance from her
lover, the woman killed
her son. After commit-
ting the murder, she
watched the movie
Drishyam to learn how
to hide the body.

In the film “Drishyam,”
there is a scene where
the body is disposed of
after a murder, and the
case remains unsolved,
with no arrests made.

The woman believed
that by following this
method, the police
would not be able to
apprehend her, and she
could join her lover in
Jharkhand.

70 per cent work of India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway
complete: Nitin Gadkari

NEW DELHI, Jul 2
(Agencies): Around 70
per cent construction
work on the ambitious
India-Myanmar-Thai-
land Trilateral Highway
has been completed,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari has said.

India, Thailand and
Myanmar are working
on about 1,400-km-long
highway that would link
the country with South-
east Asia by land and
give a boost to trade,
business, health, edu-
cation and tourism ties
among the three coun-
tries.

“Around 70 per cent
work of the project is
completed,” the minister
of Road Transport and
Highways told agency

in reply to a question

on the progress of the
project.

The highway will con-
nect Moreh in Manipur,
India with Mae Sot in
Thailand via Myanmar.

The minister did not
provide details on the
timeline for completion

and operationalisation

of the trilateral highway.

The strategic high-
way project has been
delayed.

Earlier, the govern-
ment was aiming to
make the highway
operational by Decem-
ber 2019.

Heavy rains cause floods in Gujarat; Dharampur gets 234
mm in 24 hours

AHMEDABAD, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): Heavy rains in several
parts of Gujarat created a flood-
like situation and led to many
villages getting cut off, officials
said on Sunday.

Some parts of Valsad and
Navsari districts received
extremely heavy rainfall in
a 24-hour period till Sunday
morning, data from the State
Emergency Operation Centre
revealed.

Several villages were cut off
as roads were flooded or had
been washed away, with the
National and State Disaster
Response Forces (NDRF and
SDRF) engaged in operations
to rescue stranded people, offi-
cials said.

A three-year-old girl died after
falling into a well while scooping
water out of her flooded house
there on Friday, while bodies of
two men who had gone missing
after heavy rainfall were found
on Saturday by a rescue team,
police added.

Villages in Limbdi taluka of
Surendranagar district were
cut off due to the flooding of
approach roads, with seven
people being rescued by local
residents from one of the villag-
es, state government officials
said.

Meanwhile, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said the Guja-
rat government was taking all
efforts to provide relief to people
amid heavy rains.

He said, “The government is
working hard to provide all pos-
sible help to the people affect-
ed by the flood-like situation in
many places due to heavy rains
in Gujarat. Talked to Chief Min-
ister @Bhupendrabjp and got
information about the situation.”

“Teams of NDRF and SDRF
as well as local administration
are busy helping people in these
areas.

The central and state govern-
ments stand with the people
in these difficult times,” Shah
tweeted.

In the last 24 hours, the state
has received 32 millimetres of
average rainfall, with Dharam-
pur taluka in Valsad district
leading with 234 mm, the SEOC

said.

It said 205 talukas of the state
received a significant amount
of rainfall, with parts of Valsad,
Navsari, Junagadh, Amreli,
Chhota Udepur, Ahmedabad
and Surendranagar districts
receiving between 100-234 mm
of rain.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said heavy
rains were very likely at iso-
lated places in the districts of
south Gujarat and Saurashtra
till Monday morning.

The IMD, in its latest forecast,
also said several parts of Guja-
rat are likely to receive light to
moderate rainfall during the next
five days.

It will help if Assam CM did not poke
his nose into Manipur: Chidambaram

slams Sarma

¥

NEW DELHI, Jul 2 (Agencies): Senior
Congress leader P Chidambaram on
Sunday took a swipe at Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma over his
remarks that the situation in Manipur
will improve within 7 to 10 days, saying
it would help if the BJP leader does not
“poke his nose” into Manipur’s conflict

and stayed away.

The former home minister also
asserted that it would help if Manipur
Chief Minister N Biren Singh resigned
as the CM and President’s Rule was
imposed in the northeastern state for

a few months.

Sarma on Saturday said the situation
in neighbouring Manipur will improve
within 7-10 days, with the state and
central governments working “silently”

to restore peace.

state”.

He had hit out at the Congress and
alleged that the opposition party is
showing its concern when “relative
peace has come in the northeastern

More than 100 people have lost their
lives in the ethnic violence between
Meitei and Kuki communities in Mani-
pur since clashes first started on May 3.

In a tweet, Chidambaram said, “CM,
Assam has promised that peace will
return to Manipur in a week.

It will help if CM, Assam did not poke
his nose into Manipur’s conflict and
stayed away.

“It will also help if Mr Biren Singh
resigned as CM and President’'s Rule
was imposed for a few months,” Chid-

ambaram said.

Speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of a programme in Dibrugarh on
Saturday, Sarma, the convenor of the
BJP-led North East Democratic Alliance
(NEDA), said, “The situation in Manipur

is improving day by day. | am of the

month.

view that in the next one week to 10
days, there will be more improvement.”
Sarma claimed there has been “a lot
of improvement” in Manipur in the last
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Sporadic violence, but calmer night in France after
family buries teenager

45,000 cops deployed, over 2,000 people arrested

PARIS, Jul 2 (Agencies): Riot-
ing across France appeared to
be less intense on Saturday, as
tens of thousands of police had
been deployed in cities across
the country after the funeral
of a teenager of North Afri-
can descent, whose shooting
by police sparked nationwide
unrest.

President Emmanuel Macron
postponed a state visit to Ger-
many that was due to begin on
Sunday to handle the worst
crisis for his leadership since
the “Yellow Vest” protests par-
alysed much of France in late
2018.

Some 45,000 police were on
the streets with specialised
elite units, armoured vehicles
and helicopters brought in to
reinforce its three largest cities,
Paris, Lyon and Marseille.

At 0145 (2345 GMT) Sunday
morning, the situation was
calmer than the previous four
nights, although there was some
tension in central Paris and spo-
radic clashes in the Mediterra-
nean cities of Marseille, Nice
and the eastern city of Stras-
bourg.

The biggest flashpoint was
in Marseille where police fired
tear gas and fought street bat-
tles with youths around the city
centre late into the night.

In Paris, police increased
security at the city’s landmark
Champs Elysees avenue
after a call on social media to
gather there. The street, usually
packed with tourists, was lined
with security forces carrying out
spot checks. Shop facades were
boarded up to prevent potential
damage and pillaging.

The interior ministry said 1,311
people had been arrested on
Friday night, compared with 875
the previous night, although it
described the violence as “lower
in intensity”. Police said almost
200 people had been arrested
nationwide on Saturday.

Local authorities all over the
country announced bans on
demonstrations, ordered public
transport to stop running in the
evening and some imposed
overnight curfews.

The unrest, a blow to France’s

global image just a year from

holding the Olympic Games,
will add political pressure on
Macron.

He had already faced months
of anger and sometimes vio-
lent demonstrations across the
country after pushing through a
pension overhaul.

Postponement of the state visit
to Germany is the second time
this year he has had to cancel
a high-level event because of
the domestic situation in France.
In March, he cancelled King
Charles’s planned state visit.

FUNERAL OF TEENAGER

Nahel, a 17-year-old of Alge-
rian and Moroccan parents, was
shot by a police officer during a
traffic stop on Tuesday in the
Paris suburb of Nanterre.

For the funeral, several hun-
dred people lined up to enter
Nanterre’s grand mosque. Vol-
unteers in yellow vests stood
guard, while a few dozen
bystanders watched from
across the street.

Some of the mourners, their
arms crossed, said “God is
Greatest” in Arabic, as they
spanned the boulevard in
prayer.

Marie, 60, said she had lived in
Nanterre for 50 years and there
had always been problems with
the police.

“This absolutely needs to stop.
The government is completely
disconnected from our reality,”
she said.

The shooting of the teenager,
caught on video, has reignited
longstanding complaints by poor

and racially mixed urban com-
munities of police violence and
racism.

Nahel was known to police
for previously failing to comply
with traffic stop orders and was
illegally driving a rental car, the
Nanterre prosecutor said on
Thursday.

Macron has denied there is
systemic racism in French law
enforcement agencies.

There is also a broader anger
in the country’s poorest suburbs,
where inequalities and crime are
rife and French leaders have
failed for decades to tackle what
some politicians have called a
“geographical, social and ethnic
apartheid.”

SHOPS RANSACKED

Rioters have torched 2,000
vehicles since the start of the
unrest. More than 200 police
officers have been injured, Inte-
rior Minister Gerald Darmanin
said on Saturday, adding that
the average age of those arrest-
ed was 17.

Justice Minister Eric Dupont-
Moretti said 30% of detainees
were under 18.

More than 700 shops, super-
markets, restaurants and bank
branches had been “ransacked,
looted and sometimes even
burnt to the ground since Tues-
day”, Finance Minister Bruno Le
Maire said.

In Marseille, where 80 people
had been arrested on Friday,
police said they had detained
60 people.

“It's very scary. We can hear a
helicopter and are just not going

out because it’'s very worrying,”
said Tatiana, 79, a pensioner
who lives in the city centre.

In Lyon, France’s third largest
city, police deployed armoured
personnel carriers and a heli-
copter.

The unrest has revived memo-
ries of nationwide riots in 2005
that lasted three weeks and
forced then President Jacques
Chirac to declare a state of
emergency, after the death of
two young men electrocuted in
a power substation as they hid
from police.

Players from the national
soccer team issued a rare
statement calling for calm.
“Violence must stop to leave
way for mourning, dialogue and
reconstruction,” they said on
star Kylian Mbappe’s Instagram
account.

The South Winners supporters
group, an influential fan group
for Olympique de Marseille,
called on the city’s youth to “be
wise and show restraint”.

“By acting in this way you are
dirtying Nahel’'s memory and are
also dividing our city.”

Events including two con-
certs at the Stade de France
on the outskirts of Paris were
cancelled, while LVMH-owned
fashion house Celine cancelled
its 2024 menswear show on
Sunday, creative director Hedi
Slimane said on Instagram.

With the government urging
social media companies to
remove inflammatory material,
Darmanin met officials from
Meta, Twitter, Snapchat and
TikTok. Snapchat said it had
zero tolerance for content that
promoted violence.

The policeman whom prosecu-
tors say acknowledged firing a
lethal shot at Nahel is in preven-
tive custody under formal inves-
tigation for voluntary homicide,
equivalent to being charged
under Anglo-Saxon jurisdictions.

His lawyer, Laurent-Franck
Lienard, said his client had
aimed at the driver’s leg but was
bumped when the car took off,
causing him to shoot towards
his chest. “Obviously (the offi-
cer) didn’t want to kill the driver,”
Lienard said on BFM TV.

Hundreds of dolphins, sea lions
wash up dead or sick in California
amid toxic algal bloom

CALIFORNIA (US), Jul
2 (Agencies): Hundreds
of sea lions, dolphins
are sprawled across
the beaches in Southern
California, either dead
or sick and exhibiting
abnormal behaviour,
agency reported.

As per agency, offi-
cials have received
more than 1,000 calls
in recent weeks from
beachgoers, tourists
and residents reporting
sick, dying and dead
sea mammals washed
ashore from Santa
Barbara to San Diego
County, amid a growing
toxic algal bloom in the
waters off the coast.

A stranding coordina-
tor with NOAA Fisher-
ies, Justin Greenman
told CNN that the wave

"

of dead or sick animals
is “one of the largest in
memory. “It's completely
overwhelming,” he said.

And, Greenman said,
it doesn’t appear to be
ending any time soon.

Marine-life experts
believe the harmful
algal bloom is to blame,
though they are waiting
on test results to confirm
it. The algae, Pseudo-
Nietzsche, produces
a neurotoxin called
domoic acid, which
can be poisonous for
seabirds and fish once
ingested. It can then
travel across the food
chain to larger marine
animals like dolphins,
sea lions and even
humans, according to
agency.

Humans too can get

sick from domoic acid if
they eat contaminated
food, although seafood
is tested for this toxin to
prevent it from reach-
ing dinner tables. The
California Department
Of Health specifically
warned against eating
“sport-harvested mus-
sels, clams or scallops
from Santa Barbara
County” after high levels
of the toxin were detect-
ed there.

Co-founder and man-
aging director of Chan-
nel Islands Marine and
Wildlife Institute Ruth
Dover said they have
responded to more than
100 dead sea lions and
300 live sea lions exhib-
iting signs of ingesting
domoic acid in Santa
Barbara and Ventura
counties.

The death toll for dol-
phins is now up to 100,
the group said, which
Greenman describes as
unusual, particularly in
how this bloom appears
to be affecting species
that typically dwell far
from the shore, as per
agency.

Russia launches first overnight drone

attack on Kyiv in 12 days: Military

KYIV, Jul 2 (Agencies): Russia
launched an overnight drone attack on
Kyiv and the surrounding region after a
12-day break, with air defence systems
destroying all the weapons on their
approach, Ukrainian military officials
said on Sunday.

The country’s air force said that the
attack included eight Iranian-made
Shahed drones and three cruise mis-
siles which were shot down.

“Another enemy attack on Kyiv,”
Serhiy Popko, a colonel general who
heads Kyiv’s military administration,
said in a post on the Telegram channel.

Three private houses were damaged
as a result of falling drone debris in
the Kyiv region, injuring one person,
the military head of the region, Ruslan
Kravchenko, said on his Facebook
page.

Agency witnesses heard blasts

resembling the sound of air defence
systems hitting targets. There was no
immediate information about the scale
of the attack.

Kyiv, its surrounding region and
a number of central and eastern
Ukraine’s regions were under air raid
alerts for about an hour after 2 am local
time (2300 GMT).

Twitter will limit how many tweets

Syria says it repels Israeli strike, anti-aircraft

users can read, says Elon Musk

WASHINGTON, Jul 2 (Agencies):
Twitter is limiting how many tweets per
day various accounts can read, to dis-
courage “extreme levels” of data scrap-
ing and system manipulation, Execu-
tive Chair Elon Musk said in a post on
the social media platform.

Verified accounts were initially lim-
ited to reading 6,000 posts a day, Musk
said, adding that unverified accounts
will be limited to 600 posts a day with
new unverified accounts limited to 300.

The temporary reading limitation was
later increased to 10,000 posts per day
for verified users, 1,000 posts per day
for unverified and 500 posts per day
for new unverified users, Musk said
in a separate post without providing
further details.

Previously, Twitter had announced it
will require users to have an account
on the social media platform to view
tweets, a move that Musk on Friday
called a “temporary emergency mea-
sure.” Musk had said that hundreds of
organizations or more were scraping
Twitter data “extremely aggressively”,
impacting user experience.

Musk had earlier expressed displea-
sure with artificial intelligence firms
like OpenAl, the owner of ChatGPT,

for using Twitter’s data to train their
large language models.

Twitter was down for thousands of
users on Saturday morning, according
to outage tracking website Downdetec-
tor.com.

Nearly 7,500 users across the social
media platform reported issues with
accessing the app during the peak of
the outage at around 11:17 AM ET.

The social media platform had previ-
ously taken a number of steps to win
back advertisers who left Twitter under
Musk’s ownership and to boost sub-
scription revenue by making verifica-
tion check marks a part of the Twitter
Blue program.

AMMAN, Jul 2 (Agencies):
Syria said it repelled a missile
salvo on Sunday from lIsrael,
where police reported that rem-
nants of a Syrian anti-aircraft
missile struck a remote town
without causing injuries.

Israel has in recent months
intensified strikes on Syrian air-
ports and air bases to disrupt
Iran’s increasing use of aerial
supply lines to deliver arms to
allies in Syria and Lebanon,
including Lebanon’s Hezbollah.

Syrian state media said air
defences intercepted Israeli
missiles across central parts of
the country, downing most of
them.

A Syrian army statement said
missiles that flew over parts
of Lebanon’s capital Beirut hit
locations in the vicinity of the city
of Homs, resulting only in mate-
rial damage. Agency could not

immediately confirm the report.

An Israeli military spokes-
person said warplanes struck
targets including a Syrian air
defence battery from which
an anti-aircraft missile was
launched towards Israel.

After a mid-air explosion heard

across Israel, remnants of the
Syrian missile landed in Rahat,
a town some 180 km (110
miles) south of the armistice line
between the countries, Israeli
police said. There was no word
of any casualties.

Local media showed what

missile fragments hit Israel

The Israeli strikes are part of an escalation of what has been a low-intensity conflict

continuing for years with a goal of slowing Iran’s growing entrenchment in Syria, say experts

appeared to be the blackened
front end of a large missile,
standing upright in an open area
among residential buildings, and
tail-fins in a field.

The Israeli military said its war-
planes were unscathed.

The Israeli strikes are part of
an escalation of what has been
a low-intensity conflict continu-
ing for years with a goal of slow-
ing Iran’s growing entrenchment
in Syria, Israeli military experts
say.

Tehran’s influence has grown
in Syria since it began support-
ing President Bashar al-Assad
in the civil war that started in
2011.

Fighters allied to Iran, includ-
ing Hezbollah, now hold sway in
areas in eastern, southern and
northwestern Syria and in sev-
eral suburbs around the capital.

Taiwan celebrates linguistic diversity at annual music awards

The love of music had ‘eliminated language boundaries between different ethnic groups’: Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen

TAIPEI, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): Taiwan celebrated
linguistic diversity at the
Golden Melody Awards
late Saturday with big
wins for singers who pri-
marily sing in Mandarin,
at one of the most pres-
tigious entertainment
events in the Chinese-
speaking world.

The awards celebrate
not only Mandopop but

also artists singing in
Taiwanese - also known
as Hokkien - Hakka and
indigenous languages,
a visible sign of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to pro-

mote tongues other than
Mandarin.
While Mandarin

remains Taiwan’s main
language of education
and government, other
languages are strong-

ly encouraged and
supported. In China,
despite constitutional
protections for minority
tongues, in practice only
Mandarin is promoted.
Veteran star Julia Peng
was named best singer
in Hakka, despite never
recording an album in
the language before,
while Enno Cheng won
for best female singer

in Taiwanese and best
Taiwanese album, a
language she does not
speak.

“My friend asked me,
why don’t you sing good
songs in Chinese?”,
Peng said upon receiv-
ing the prize in Taipei. “I
don'’t think there should
be language restrictions
on singing.” Cheng,
speaking in Mandarin,

thanked the Taiwanese
language for “teaching
me how to bow my head
and slow down”.

In the indigenous lan-
guage category, the
Paiwan singers Kasiwa
and Matzka rapped
and sang in their native
tongue, with Kasiwa get-
ting the prestigious jury
award.

While Taiwan has

only 23 million people,
its music scene has an
outsized influence in
the Chinese-speaking
world, in part due to
creativity unhindered by
censorship.

Taiwan President
Tsai Ing-wen wrote on
her Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages that at
the show the love of
music had “eliminated

language boundaries
between different ethnic
groups.”

“Here, no matter what
language everyone uses
- Taiwanese, Hakka,
indigenous languages,
Mandarin, English and
Japanese, - they can all
sing freely, which also
brings us together.”

Disco queen Ouyang
Fei Fei, one of two spe-

cial contribution award
winners and as famous
for her big hair as her big
voice, broke through in
Japan in the 1970s sing-
ing in Japanese.

“Singing and perform-
ing have always been
my dream. If | can, | will
continue to sing and
never give up,” Ouyang,
now 73, told the audi-
ence.
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LG Sinha visits Baltal Base Camp, reviews
arrangements for Amarnath Yatra
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Six arrested for murder

over land dispute

JAMMU, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): Three couples

Inauguration of Border Sowing
for Kharif 2023 along Indo Pak
International Border

murder.
All the six accused
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BALTAL, Jul 2: Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha visited Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra Base camp
at Baltal, today and
reviewed the arrange-
ments made for the
sacred pilgrimage.

At the base camp,
the Lt Governor inter-
acted with the officers
of Civil Administration,
J&K Police, Central
Armed Police Forces
and all other stakehold-
ers involved in ensuring
best of arrangements for
devotees.

“Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra holds great rel-
evance in our tradi-
tion and it is a symbol
of peace, harmony
and inclusive growth. |
could feel the ecstatic
joy of pilgrims at Baltal,
who were getting ready
for Shri Amarnath Ji pil-
grimage,” the Lt Gover-
nor said after interacting
with the devotees.

He said, “the con-
gregation of seekers
and keepers of divine
wisdom from across the
country are here to cel-
ebrate one of the oldest
spiritual traditions of
India.”

“Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
is as much about shar-
ing new ideas, reforms
in different states as it
is about search for the
supreme truth and spiri-
tual strength. Each step
towards the holy cave
is eternal contentment,
human bonding and
source of inspiration for
the entire society,” the Lt
Governor added.

Yatra also reflects
Unity in Diversity in this

enchanted land and
people from different
faith, sects contribute
to make it a smooth and
enjoyable journey for
the seekers. It sows the
seed of bliss and cre-
ates the path for inner
transformation, promo-
tion of cultural ethos, the
Lt Governor observed.

During his visit, the
Lt Governor took stock
of amenities including
healthcare, sanitation,
communication, lodging
and langar facilities and
the day-wise status of
the Yatris arriving at the
Base Camp.

The Lt Governor
directed the officials to
deploy adequate men,
machinery and mea-
sures of road safety
from Sonamarg to Baltal
route.

The Lt Governor also
reviewed the operations
of DRDO Hospital and
the Joint Police Control
Room established at
Baltal.

Dr Raghav Langer,
Secretary Planning,
Development and
Monitoring Department
briefed the Lt Governor
on deployment of offi-
cers, Traffic manage-
ment, operations of the
heli services installa-
tion of tents, sanitation,
power and water supply
and Rapid Assessment
System for feedback.

Speaking to media
persons on the sidelines
of his visit, the Lt Gover-
nor said the auspicious
occasion of holy Yatra
and the warm hospital-
ity of the citizens have
ensured unprecedented
increase in the tourism

influx in the UT this year.
| believe the pilgrims
coming for the sacred
pilgrimage will return to
their respective states
as the Brand Ambassa-
dors of new and aspiring
Jammu Kashmir, the Lt
Governor said.

Appreciating the col-
lective efforts of stake-
holder departments,
BRO, Police and secu-
rity forces, the Lt Gov-
ernor said the widening
of track, installation of
safety railings at vulner-
able stretches and elab-
orate security arrange-
ments will ensure the
safe and hassle-free
pilgrimage of the devo-
tees.

We have increased the
holding areas and have
sufficient holding capac-
ity in case of inclement
weather condition. The
Lt Governor also shared
the extensive arrange-
ments made for health-
care of pilgrims.

Radio Frequency Iden-
tification System (RFID)
is fully implemented for
pilgrims. We have laid
special focus on sani-
tation and cleanliness.
Sufficient number of
emergency responders
from NDRF & SDRF
has been deployed, he
added.

Dr Mandeep Kumar
Bhandari, CEO, Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine
Board; Vijay Kumar,
ADGP Kashmir; Shy-
ambir, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal and
other senior officers of
District Administration,
SASB, Police and Army
accompanied the Lt
Governor.

were arrested for alleg-
edly killing a relative
over a land dispute here
last month, a police offi-
cial said on Sunday.

Darshan Lal was alleg-
edly knocked to death
by a tractor near his
house in Chak Malal
village of Khour on the
outskirts of Jammu on
June 21, the official
said.

He said a case was
registered under rel-
evant sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and during investiga-
tion, the accident turned
out to be a pre-planned

were arrested during
raids at various places
in Kathua, Samba and
Reasi districts, while
the tractor which was
used in the commission
of the offence was also
seized, the official said.

The arrested accused
have been identified
as Madan Lal, his wife
Soma Devi, Sudesh
Kumar alias Shinda,
his wife Neelam Kumari
and Swarn Singh alias
Gosha and his wife
Seema Devi, all resi-
dents of Prangla village
of Khour.

LAHDC Kargil polls
likely this fall

SRINAGAR, Jul
2 (Agencies): The
Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Coun-
cil (LAHDC) Kargil is set
to hold elections in the
first week of Septem-
ber, with a notification
for voting likely to be
issued by the Election
Authority in the first
week of August. The
new Council must be in
place before October 1.

Official sources said
a fresh delimitation is
unlikely and all 26 seats
for which elections are
to be held in the Kargil
district will have the
same jurisdiction as in
2018. The council has
30 seats but four are
being nominated by the
government.

Currently, the National
Conference is the single
largest party with 10
seats, followed by the
Congress with eight,
the BJP with seven, and
Independents with five.
In the 2018 elections,

the BJP won only one
seat but later gained the
support of two Council-
lors from the PDP who
switched to the BJP.
Additionally, all four
nominated Councillors
are affiliated with the
BJP, increasing their
strength to seven.

Feroz Ahmed Khan,
a leader of the Nation-
al Conference, has
remained Chairman-
cum-Chief Executive
Councillor (CEC) of the
LAHDC Kargil through-
out its five-year term.
Initially, he had the sup-
port of Congress and
later relied on Inde-
pendents and one BJP
Councilor to maintain
his position.

This upcoming elec-
tion will be the sixth
for the LAHDC Kargil.
While the LAHDC Leh
was established in
1995, the LAHDC Kargil
was constituted in 2003.
Both Councils have a
five-year term.
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KATHUA, Jul 2: On
similar lines to Border
Area Sowing of Wheat
during Rabi 2022-23
along Indo Pak Interna-
tional Border ,Sh. Abhi-
nandan Sharma , DDC
Member, Hiranagar in
presence of Sh. San-
jeev Rai Gupta, Chief
Agriculture Officer,
Kathua, inaugurated
Border Sowing of Mash
Crop during Kharif 2023
in Karol Krishna Vil-
lage, as , fresh initiative
taken by Department of
Agriculture production
and Farmers Welfare
Kathua, in Karol Krishna
Village, across the fence
along Indo Pak Interna-
tional Border.

Sh. Abhinandan
Sharma, D.D.C Member,
Hiranagar, upon inau-
guration along with
local farmers, thanked
Department of Agricul-
ture, Kathua, District
Administration Kathua
and Border Security
Force for their relent-
less support and efforts
to farming community
from sowing to har-
vest of the crops sown
along Indo Pak Interna-
tional Border. He again
thanked APFWD Kathua

for ensuring first time
sowing of Mash crop in
his constituency.

Sh. Sanjeev Rai
Gupta, Chief Agriculture
Officer Kathua congratu-
lated farmers especially
from Karol Krishna Vil-
lage upon inauguration
of Sowing of Mash Crop
in ensuing Kharif 2023.
He said the department
is facilitating farmers by
supplying free of cost
seed of Mash, PU-10
variety to farmers of the
area. The variety is well
suited to the area also.
He said, in previous year
i.e. FY 2022-23, during
Kharif 2022 , Mash was
sown followed by Wheat
Crop in Rabi 2022-23 ,
generating a revenue of
approximately Rs.85.00
Lakh by the farming
community.

Sh. Murari Digra, Dis-
trict Agriculture Officer
(Ext) Kathua on behalf
of Department of Agri-
culture Production
and Farmers Welfare
Kathua, also demon-
strated use of Phos-
phate Solubilizing Bac-
teria (PSB) while treat-
ing seeds before sowing
Crops to ensure better
yield and low disease
infestation.

2nd Incharge Sh. Dev

Anand and Coy. Com-

mander, B.S.F Sh.
Rajinder Kumar also
assured full support and
cooperation to farmers
of the area simultane-
ously ensuring security
to farmers during crop-
ping operations.

Sh. Pritam Singh and
Sh. Sehdev Singh, pro-
gressive farmers from
the area also praised
Chief Agriculture Offi-
cer, Sh. Sanjeev Rai
Gupta as a head of
Department of Agricul-
ture in Kathua for his
consistence support,
motivation, relentless
efforts and cooperation
there by acting as bridge
between Farmers and
Government agencies.

Other present on the
occasion were Sh. Ash-
wani Kumar Sharma,
Sub Divisional Agricul-
ture Officer, Hiranagar,
Sh. Jamshed Singh
, Agriculture Exten-
sion Officer, Marheen
, Sh. Narayan Jasro-
tia , Junior Agriculture
Extension Officer, Sh.
Sanjay Kumar, Agricul-
ture Extension Assis-
tant( Nodal Officers-
Border Sowing) along
with prominent farmers
of the area.

SRINAGAR, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): : Wiener Zeitung, the
world’s oldest national news-
paper, has announced the
discontinuation of its daily
print edition, marking the
end of an era that spanned
almost 320 years. The Vien-
na-based publication has
made this decision due to
a recent change in the law,
rendering the print version
financially unsustainable.

Established in August
1703, Wiener Zeitung,
owned by the Austrian gov-
ernment but maintaining
editorial independence, has
been an integral part of Aus-
trian history. Over the centu-
ries, it chronicled the reigns
of 12 presidents, 10 kaisers,
and two republics.

During World War |, Wiener
Zeitung played a significant
role by publishing a spe-
cial edition containing the
abdication letter of the last
Habsburg emperor, Kaiser
Karl. However, its publication
was forcefully halted in 1939
when Austria was incorpo-
rated into Hitler's Germany.
After the end of World War
Il and Austria’s liberation,
the newspaper resumed its
operations in 1945 under
Allied occupation.

A law enacted in April by
Austria’s coalition govern-
ment eliminated the legal
requirement for companies
to publish public announce-
ments in the print edition of
Wiener Zeitung, effectively
stripping it of its status as

World’s Oldest Newspaper Stops
Publication After 320 Years

an official gazette. Conse-
quently, the newspaper has
suffered an estimated loss
of €18 million (£15 million)
in income, leading to the
reduction of 63 jobs, includ-
ing a downsizing of the edi-
torial staff from 55 to 20, as
reported by Der Spiegel.
While the claim for the
world’s oldest newspaper
title is subject to debate, with
contenders like Gazzetta di
Mantova and the London
Gazette, Wiener Zeitung's
position as the world’s oldest
national newspaper is now
relinquished. The honour is
now attributed to the German
publication Hildesheimer
Allgemeine Zeitung, which
first hit the stands in 1705.

Rare wild flower bloom a beautlful surprlse for tourlsts V1s1t1ng Bhaderwah

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2 (Agencies):
The abundant growth of
wild flowers, also known as
Foxglove, has turned out to
be a major attraction for the
visitors flocking to this pic-
turesque valley in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Doda district
to beat the summer heat in
the plains of the country.

The high-altitude slopes
and vast grasslands of
Bhaderwah are once again
painted in white and purple
colours with bell-shaped
Digitalis Purpurea or Fox-
glove flowers in full bloom,
attracting the attention of
local and foreign tourists
visiting the valley. A native
of temperate Europe, Fox-
glove is a delicate and fra-
grant bell-shaped flower
that looks like wind chimes
in pink and white. It pres-
ents a rare view to the visi-
tors.

Nestled in the snow-filled
Ashapati and Kailash gla-
ciers, Bhaderwah is wit-
nessing a massive rush
of tourists, many of whom

are seeing the wildly grown
beds of bell-shaped flow-
ers for the first time and can
be seen clicking pictures to
make their trip memorable.

"This is beyond my our
expectations...We have
come here to enjoy the
pleasant weather, refresh-
ing waterbodies and the
vast meadows surrounded
with dense coniferous for-
ests, but the beauty of Fox-
glove spread everywhere
has taken us to the fairytale
world,”Akriti Mittal, a tour-
ist from Shamli in Uttar
Pradesh, said.

The 31-year-old said she
is an avid traveller but has
seen these types of flowers
for the first time.

Both locals and visitors
are of the opinion that
proper projection of the
Foxglove can become a
trump card to attract flower
lovers from across the
world.

"l came to Jaie meadow
for a family outing to be
in the lap of nature. After
seeing these flowers on the
slopes, in the meadows and

lined on the edges of the
road, as if these are not wild
but grown with a purpose,
| realised why they say
that this place is heaven
on earth,” Aarif Haleem
Khateeb (45), a resident of
Jammu, said.

Bhaderwah, the ‘valley
of flowers’, is known as
mini-Kashmir for its resem-
blance with the ‘paradise
on earth’.

"If projected in a better
way by the tourism authori-
ties, this wild species of
flower can further boost
tourism prospects of
Jammu and Kashmir in
general and the region in
particular,” Khateeb said.

Tribal nomads, who tradi-

tionally reside in high-alti-
tude meadows along with
their cattle during summers,
are also elated as they are
earning money due to the
flow of tourists.

"We have been living
with these flowers since
ages but never thought
that these can become a
source of earning for us.
Visitors are mesmerised
by these flowers, taking
pictures and staying here
for longer besides informing
others about the beauty of
the place,” Mohd Hussain
Chechi, Lumbardar of Jaie
Ghati, said.

He said tribals sell milk
products to visitors besides
youths are earning hand-

somely by offering pony
rides.

"The Foxglove is a bless-
ing in disguise for us and
we are thankful to almighty
for this wonderful gift,”
Chechi said.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Bhaderwah,
Dilmir Choudhary said over
1.12 lakh tourists flocked
to Jaie Ghati alone in the
month of June.

"The district administra-
tion in collaboration with
the tourism department
had already taken various
steps to highlight the natu-
ral beauty of this region to
the outside world,” he said.

"The observance of Inter-
national Yoga Day (on June
21) was held at Jaie Ghati
with a purpose to bring the
Foxglove to the limelight,”
he added.

Over 5,000 people from
different parts of the coun-
try and abroad turned up
for the yoga session at the
7,850-feet-high Jaie Ghati,
70 kilometres from the
Doda district headquarters,
according to officials.
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Bais is occupying the gubernatorial chair. mir’'s Anantnag district.
The officials said 2,557 devotees, includ- Knnlma Io Karg“ nrmv unrelenting efforts in ensuring consistent

Assembly polls in Maharashtra are likely Kupwara town, he said, the mercury
to be held around October next year, some settled at 15.5°C against 15.2°C on the
months after the Lok Sabha elections. previous night and it was above normal by

ing 379 women and 226 sadhus, left in hike exneditinn growth in GST revenue month-on-month. 0.}21"('2 for the nortth%shmlir areaf. 16.1°C

104 vehicles for Pahalgam, while 2,346 Fake Amarnath Dr. Rashmi Singh said that this perfor- ag;’ing{ 300 o e par‘ev?;‘(jsonight' an

pilgrims left in a convoy of 131 vehicles for H H nation-building, motivating youth and mance demonstrates the dedication and ; o

the Baltal base camp early today. regISIratlon racket was addressing the grievances o?‘ gx-service- hard work of the State Taxes Officer in it was 1.2°C above normal for the place,
More than 3.5 lakh people have regis- rootad in ne“li men and Veer Naris, said Lt Gen Kalita, Jammu and Kashmir. She added that this

tered themselves online for the pilgrimage who is also Colonel of the Kumaon, Naga impressive growth coincides with sixth

so far. seized a computer and a printer, which Regiments and Kumaon Scouts. anniversary of the implementation of GST

“This is also an effort to connect the North

the officials said.
HH were employed in the commission of the in J&K. The State Taxes Department is cel-
AI“ Pawar hecomes new Eastern region with the next of the nation

Gulmarg recorded a low of 11.2°C against
crime, during the raid in Delhi. ebrating GST Week from 01 July to 07 July
nv GM. Mana sees 'n“r and to spread awareness about the brave

11.0°C on previous night and it was 0.3°C
above normal for the world famous skiing
The detection of the racket has left around as part of its initiative to raise awareness
300 devotees stranded at the Jammu base soldiers of Nagaland who participated in of GST among all stakeholders concerned.
oath-taking ceremonies the Kargil war,” he said.
since 2019

resort in north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
camp after their travel agents issued them H
The GoC-in-C also paid homage to the Me.ll nredlcts nnl!
Shinde was sworn in as CM on June 30

trict, he said.
Jammu recorded a low of 26.8°C against
fake permits, prohibiting them from pro-
ceeding on the pilgrimage. Desperate to brave martyrs of the Kargil War for the i
supreme sacrifice and handed over the Il“m"I we_alner
with the support of the BJP. This time, Fad- Iorecas‘ In I&K
navis as made deputy CM.

above normal), Batote 19.2°C (1.7°C
above normal), Katra 23.6°C(above normal
by 1.6°C) and Bhaderwah 18.4° (2.4°C
above normal). Ladakh’s Leh recorded a
low of 11.6°C, the official added.

tal, he said.
Banihal recorded a low of 18.9°C (1.2°C
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, implor-
ing him to consider their unique circum-

24.1°C on the previous night and it was
1.2°C above normal for J&K’s winter capi-
continue their journey to the cave shrine,
these pilgrims have sought assistance from soil of the battlefield to the next of kin of
the martyrs at the flagging-off ceremony.
town of the Kashmir Valley.
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Aim to double every four years: HDFC
Bank MD after merger

HDFC Bank began the day one after the merger with a rebranding exercise, wherein

it is putting up its colours at all the over 500 branches and offices of HDFC Ltd

MUMBAI, Jul 2 (Agencies):
Having successfully executed
the merger with parent HDFC,
HDFC Bank’s managing direc-
tor and chief executive Sashid-
har Jagdishan said the coun-
try’s largest lender aims to
double every four years.

In a letter to the over 4,000
employees from HDFC who
joined the bank’s rolls, Jagdis-
han said the future is bright, and
the work on realising the poten-
tial of the merger starts now.

“The runway for financial
services and mortgage, which
are so underserved and under
penetrated, is going to be very
large. HDFC Bank - the com-
bined entity - with a large and
growing distribution and cus-
tomer franchise, more than
adequate capital, healthy asset
quality and profitability, will
be best positioned to capture
growth. The pace at which we
aim to grow - we could be creat-
ing a new HDFC Bank every 4
years,” he said.

HDFC Bank began the day
one after the merger with a
rebranding exercise, wherein it
is putting up its colours at all the
over 500 branches and offices
of HDFC Ltd.

The erstwhile HDFC’s corpo-
rate headquarters at Ramon
House already sports the HDFC
Bank branding, and officials
estimated that the entire exer-
cise will be over in the next 24
hours.

It can be noted that dedicated
teams have been put in place
to make the merger as seam-
less as possible, right since its
announcement on April 4 last
year. As part of the USD 40 bil-
lion all-share deal, the biggest in
Indian corporate history, HDFC
Bank had committed to absorb
all the over 4,000 employees of
its parent.

“Our work starts from today, in
realising the potential of what
this merger holds for us,” Jag-

dishan wrote.

To realise its growth aims,
Jagdishan said the bank will be
adding about 1,500 branches
every year for some years to
better serve the middle class
and upper segment of the coun-
try.

It will continue investments on
the digital front as well which,
Jagdishan said, will make HDFC
Bank into a ‘technology compa-
ny into banking”, and added that
the same will get unveiled over
the next three years.

The bank will be assessing its
people on the basis of how they
conduct governance and com-
pliance, teamwork and their abil-
ity to delight customers, he said.

The canvas being offered
to the HDFC Ltd employees
is large—both professionally
and personally, the email said,
adding that an external expert
was appointed to arrive at
the right formula for inducting
people into the bank and decid-
ing their role in the hierarchy.

Jagdishan said the cost-to-
revenue ratio of HDFC at 0.04
per cent was the lowest for
any mortgage company in the
world, and thanked its leader-
ship, including Deepak Parekh,
Keki Mistry and Renu Karnad,
for creating such an institution.

He said from a customer per-
spective, the home loan is a very
emotional product which estab-
lishes a great bond between
the financier and borrower and

added that HDFC Bank would
like to harness the same bond.

“The penetration levels of the
home loan product in its (HDFC
Bank’s) customer base and the
extent the distribution has been
leveraged, is quite low. This is
an opportunity! The runway for
growth is going to be large and
for a long time to come,” Jag-
dishan said.

HDFC Bank will move from
sales management to a rela-
tionship management model
because of the opportunity to
cross-sell that exists within the
franchise after the addition of
mortgage finance, insurance
and asset management sub-
sidiaries, Jagdishan said.

“The velocity of product sales
and the reduced touch points
to serve the customer will be a
game changer with this ‘power
of bundling’,” he added.

HDFC Ltd, the parent of the
country’s largest private sector
lender, merged into HDFC Bank
on Saturday, with boards of both
entities clearing the plan first
presented on April 4 last year.
HDFC Ltd, the largest pure-play
home financier, ceases to exist
44 years after it was founded.

The USD 40-billion merger,
the largest such deal in Indian
corporate history, is driven by a
changing regulatory landscape,
which limited the advantages for
HDFC continuing as a non-bank
lending entity.

Post-merger, HDFC Bank will

become the fourth most valued
lender in the world, and narrow
the gap by asset size with state-
owned SBI to be the second
largest Indian bank.

The total business of the
merged entity stood at Rs 41
lakh crore at the end of March
2023. With the merger, the net-
worth of the entity would be over
Rs 4.14 lakh crore.

The combined profit of both
entities was to the tune of about
Rs 60,000 crore at the end of
March 2023.

With the deal getting effective,
HDFC Bank will be 100 per cent
owned by public shareholders,
and existing shareholders of
HDFC will own 41 per cent of the
bank. Every HDFC shareholder
will get 42 shares of HDFC Bank
for every 25 shares they hold.

The board of directors of
HDFC Bank in consultation with
the board of directors of HDFC
Limited has fixed July 13, 2023,
for determining the sharehold-
ers of HDFC Ltd who would be
issued and allotted the shares of
HDFC Bank, it added.

Besides, July 13 has been
fixed for the continuation of
warrants of HDFC Limited in the
name of HDFC Bank.

The board has fixed July 12,
2023, for the transfer of non-
convertible debentures while
July 7 for the transfer of com-
mercial papers of HDFC Ltd in
the name of HDFC Bank.

The merged entity brings
together significant comple-
mentarities that exist between
both entities and is poised to
create meaningful value for
various stakeholders, including
respective customers, employ-
ees and shareholders of both
entities from increased scale,
comprehensive product offering,
balance sheet resiliency and
ability to drive synergies across
revenue opportunities, operat-
ing efficiencies and underwriting
efficiencies, a statement said.

Water fast could help with weight loss,
but benefits may not last long

Metabolic benefits, such as lower blood pressure and cholesterol, seem to

CHICAGO (US), Jul 2
(Agencies): Water fast,
in which participants
consume only water for
a period of time, may
help with weight loss,
butit’s unclear how long
it will remain, accord-
ing to a study from the
University of lllinois at
Chicago. The research-
ers also found that the
other metabolic bene-
fits of water fasts, such
as lower blood pres-
sure and cholesterol,
seemed to disappear
shortly after the fast.

The study was pub-
lished in Nutrition
Reviews.

According to Krista
Varady, professor of
kinesiology and nutri-
tion and the study’s
lead author, there do not
appear to be any sig-
nificant negative effects
for those who adhere to
water fast or a similar
fast in which they con-
sume very few calories
per day.

“My overall conclusion
is that | guess you could
try it, but it just seems
like a lot of work, and
all those metabolic ben-
efits disappear,” Varady
said. She stressed, how-
ever, that no one should
undertake one of these
fasts for more than five
days without medical
supervision.

disappear shortly after the fast, finds study

Varady, an expert on
intermittent fasting, said
she wanted to study
water-fasting because
she suddenly started
getting contacted by
journalists last fall who
wanted to hear what she
thought about it. She fig-
ured if she was going to
comment, she should
investigate the existing
research.

The new paper is
a literature review of
eight studies on water
fasting or Buchinger
fasting, a medically
supervised fast that
is popular in Europe
where people consume
only a tiny amount of
juice and soup a day.
Varady’s team looked
at the results from each
of those papers to see
what story they cumula-
tively tell about the fasts’
impact on weight loss,
as well as a number of
other metabolic factors.

Only a few of the stud-
ies in the review tracked
whether participants
gained back the weight
they had lost once the
fast ended. In one of
those, people gained
back all they had lost
in a five-day water fast
within three months. In
two other studies, only
a small amount of the
lost weight returned, but
those studies encour-
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aged participants to
restrict their calorie
intake after the fasts
ended.

In contrast, it was clear
that the metabolic ben-
efits of the fasts disap-
peared soon after the
fasts ended. Improve-
ments to blood pres-
sure, cholesterol and
blood sugar levels were
short-lived, returning to
baseline levels quickly
after participants started
eating again.

Some of the studies
included participants
with Type 1 and Type
2 diabetes, who suf-
fered no ill effects from
the fasting, though they
were monitored closely
and had their insulin
doses adjusted while

fasting.

The most common
side effects of these pro-
longed fasts were simi-
lar to those from inter-
mittent fasting, Varady
said, such as head-
aches, insomnia and
hunger. There were no
serious negative effects
in the studies, such as
metabolic acidosis or
death.

She did note that the
participants in these
prolonged fasts lost
about two-thirds of their
weight in lean mass and
one-third in fat mass.
This is the opposite of
what happens most of
the time during weight
loss, where more fat
is lost than muscle. It
makes sense that these

extreme fasts would
have this result, she
said, because “your
body needs a constant
intake of protein. If it
doesn’t have that, then
it draws from muscles.”
Varady’s research into
intermittent fasting has
looked at how well the
regime works for weight
loss, as well as at spe-
cific questions, such
as whether intermittent
fasting affects fertility --
she found it does not.
Varady said she would
encourage someone
hoping to lose weight
to try intermittent fast-
ing instead of water
fast, “because there’s
a lot more data to show
it can help with weight
management.”

Tata Motors posts 1 pc rise
in total domestic sales at
80,383 units in June

Domestic CV sales were down 4 per cent at 33,148

units as against 34,409 units in the year-ago month

TATA MOTORS

NEW DELHI, Jul 2
(Agencies): Tata Motors
reported a 1 per cent
rise in total domestic
sales at 80,383 units in
June 2023 as against
79,606 units in the year-
ago month.

Domestic passenger
vehicle sales, including
electric vehicles, were
at 47,235 units as com-
pared to 45,197 units in
the same month a year
ago, a growth of 5 per
cent, Tata Motors said
in a statement.

Tata Motors Passen-
ger Vehicles Ltd and
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd Manag-
ing Director Shailesh
Chandra said the pas-
senger vehicle industry
in Q1 FY24 witnessed

a robust demand driven
by new launches, espe-
cially in the SUV seg-
ment and EVs.

“Tata Motors continued
its growth trajectory reg-
istering quarterly sales
of 1,40,450 units in Q1
FY24 and recording a
growth of 8 per cent over
Q1 FY23,” he added.

In the EV segment,
he said the company
posted its “highest-ever
quarterly sales of 19,346
in Q1 FY24, registering
a growth of 105 per cent
over Q1 FY23”.

“This growth is driven
by a strong market
response to Tiago EV
while demand for other
EVs was sustained,”
Chandra said.

Going forward, he

said, “We expect the
demand to remain
robust with the onset of
the festive season in the
second half of Q2FY24.
The supply side situa-
tion remains stable.” On
the commercial vehicles
(CV) front, total sales
were down 8 per cent
at 34,314 units as com-
pared to 37,265 units in
June last year.

Domestic CV sales
were down 4 per cent at
33,148 units as against
34,409 units in the year-
ago month, the compa-
ny said.

Tata Motors Ltd Exec-
utive Director Girish
Wagh said the com-
pany’s CV domestic
sales in Q1 FY24 were
at 82,225 units, 14.1
per cent lower than Q1
FY23 sales.

“Looking ahead, the
promising monsoon and
continuing infrastructure
thrust by the govern-
ment auger well for the
CV industry, even as it
faces the headwinds of
high interest rates, fuel
prices and inflation,”
Wagh said.

Loneliness may increase
risk of heart disease in

diabetes patients

PRAGUE (CZECH
REPUBLIC), Jul 2
(Agencies): Research-
ers have found that
among people with
diabetes, loneliness
poses a larger risk for
heart disease than diet,
exercise, smoking, and
depression.

The results of this
study were published
in the European Heart
Journal, a publication of
the ESC.

“The quality of social
contact appears to
be more important for
heart health in people
with diabetes than the
number of engage-
ments,” said study
author Professor Lu
Qi of Tulane University
School of Public Health
and Tropical Medicine,
New Orleans, US. “We
should not downplay the
importance of loneliness
on physical and emo-
tional health. | would
encourage patients with
diabetes who feel lonely
to join a group or class
and try to make friends
with people who have
shared interests.”

“Loneliness and social
isolation are common
in today’s societies
and have become a
research focus during
the last years, especially
driven by the COVID-19
pandemic and the con-
tinuous digitalisation of
society,”2 state Kahl et
al. in an accompany-
ing editorial. Loneliness
refers to the quality of
social contacts, while
isolation refers to the
quantity. They add: “The
human species is inher-
ently social by nature.
Humans not only require
the presence of others
but rely on meaningful
social relationship[s]
to develop into healthy
adulthood. As individu-
als, we strive to belong
to a family, a peer group,
a community. These
social interactions with
family, friends, neigh-

bours or colleagues
are paramount for our
physical and mental
well-being.”

Patients with diabetes
are at greater risk of
cardiovascular disease
and are more likely to be
lonely than their healthy
peers. Previous studies
in the general population
have found that loneli-
ness and social isola-
tion are both related to
a higher likelihood of
cardiovascular disease.
This study in patients
with diabetes examined
whether patients who
were lonely or socially
isolated were more
likely to develop cardio-
vascular disease than
those who were not.

The study included
18,509 adults aged 37 to
73 years in the UK Bio-
bank with diabetes but
no cardiovascular dis-
ease at baseline. Lone-
liness and isolation were
assessed with question-
naires, with high-risk
features allocated one
point each. High-risk
loneliness features were
feeling lonely and never
or almost never be able
to confide in someone,
for a total score of 0 to
2. High-risk social isola-
tion factors were living
alone, having friends
and family visit less than
once a month, and not
participating in a social
activity at least once per
week, for a total score
of 0 to 3.

The researchers ana-
lysed the association
between loneliness,
isolation and incident
cardiovascular disease
after adjusting for fac-
tors that could influence
the relationships includ-
ing sex, age, depriva-
tion, body mass index
(BMI), medications,
physical activity, diet,
alcohol, smoking and
control of blood sugar,
blood pressure and cho-
lesterol.

During an average

follow-up of 10.7 years,
3,247 participants devel-
oped cardiovascular
disease, of which 2,771
was coronary heart
disease and 701 was
stroke (some patients
had both). Compared
to participants with the
lowest loneliness score,
the risk of cardiovas-
cular disease was 11%
and 26% higher in those
with scores of 1 or 2,
respectively. Similar
results were observed
for coronary heart dis-
ease but the association
with stroke was not sig-
nificant. Social isolation
scores were not signifi-
cantly related to any of
the cardiovascular out-
comes.

The researchers also
assessed the relative
importance of loneli-
ness, compared with
other risk factors, on
the incidence of cardio-
vascular disease. Lone-
liness showed a weaker
influence than kidney
function, cholesterol
and BMI, but a stronger
influence than depres-
sion, smoking, physical
activity and diet.

Professor Qi said:
“Loneliness ranked
higher as a predisposing
factor for cardiovascu-
lar disease than several
lifestyle habits. We also
found that for patients
with diabetes, the con-
sequence of physical
risk factors (i.e. poorly
controlled blood sugar,
high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, smok-
ing and poor kidney
function) was greater in
those who were lonely
compared to those who
were not.”

He concluded, “The
findings suggest that
asking patients with
diabetes about loneli-
ness should become
part of standard assess-
ment, with the referral of
those affected to mental
health services.”
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Clive Lloyd’s team had won the first two editions in 1975 and 1979 and played the 1983

HARARE, Jul 2 (Agencies):
The West Indies will not be part
of the ODI World Cup for the first
time in the history of the tour-
nament after being eliminated
from the Qualifiers - a result that
plunged country’s cricket to an
unimaginable low.

Coming into the do-or-die
Super Six contest, West Indies,
packed with some bona-fide T20
superstars, suffered an embar-
rassing seven-wicket defeat
against Scotland after manag-
ing a modest 181 in 43.5 overs.

It was an impressive show
by the Scots, especially by all-
rounder Brandon McMullen,
who first took three wickets,
and then scored a patient 69 off
106 balls to steer his side to a
famous victory.

Such was the West Indies’
plight that the top score was a
painstaking 45 off 79 balls by
Jason Holder.

Scotland chased own the
target in just 43.3 overs, ensur-
ing that West Indies won’t com-
pete in the ODI World Cup for
the first time since the inception
of the tournament in 1975.

The World Cup is set begin in
India on October 5 across 10
venues.

This was also Scotland’s first
victory over the West Indies.

Clive Lloyd’s team had won
the first two editions in 1975 and
1979 and played the 1983 final,
where it was beaten by India.

Matthew Cross (74 not out off
107 balls) anchored the chase
perfectly and it always seemed
one team would win and that
certainly wasn’t the West Indies.

With two more matches left,
even if West Indies win, they
can reach up to four points
while Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe
already have six points in their

final, where it was beaten by India

three games.

Scotland with this win are on
four points and would reckon
that an upset can help them
sneak into the tournament-

proper.

It appears to be the final nail in
the coffin for a cricket team that
has been on a terminal decline
for the past two decades.

While they won two T20 World
Cup titles in 2012 and 2016, the
performance in two traditional
formats—Tests and ODIs have
spiralled southwards.

Ironically, West Indies were
forced to play the qualifier
before the 2019 World Cup also
but eventually managed to finish
in top two along with Afghani-
stan to save themselves from
embarrassment.

But a team that had Nicho-
las Pooran, a Rs 16 crore IPL
recruit, Jason Holder, Kyle
Mayers, Alzarri Joseph, Roma-
rio Shepherd, Akeal Hossein, all
who were part of this edition’s
IPL, in its ranks, this is certainly
the lowest ebb.

Perhaps the performance is
symptomatic of times which is
very different from the 1970s
when some of the wold class

cricketers from Jamaica, Barba-
dos, Guyana, Antigua, Trinidad
& Tobago came together and
were the flag-bearers of ‘Black
Caribbean Community’ which
had been under oppression for
the longest time.

The brilliant documentary ‘Fire
in Babylon’ showed what West
Indies cricket meant, it wasn’t
just flair, fun and frolic but also
a responsibility towards com-
munity.

It showed how the team came
together after England captain
Tony Greig commented before
the 1976 series that he would
make them ‘grovel’, a deroga-
tory term used for ‘Black Com-
munity’ referring to slavery.

Michael Holding spit fire at the
Oval and Viv Richards scored a
near triple hundred.

Their brand of cricket helped
them become world beaters in
limited overs cricket, first 60
overs and then 50 overs as
most of their top players played
in county or league cricket in
England.

But call it a sign of times, the
fire has extinguished and in last
decade has seen the emer-
gence of highly-skilled T20 mer-

cenaries or Gun for Hire as one
can refer to them, who haven’t
exactly been bothered about the
national cricket team’s benefit.

Perhaps the concept of mul-
tiple nations, playing under one
flag is flawed in today’s day and
age.

What has also adversely
contributed is the riches that
accompanies T20 cricket cara-
van wherever it sets its base.
The leagues have made it virtu-
ally impossible to have a quality
West Indies team that is proud
of wearing the iconic maroon
jersey.

Call it an irony that during the
tournament in Zimbabwe, the
man who donned coach’s hat
was none other than last global
trophy winning skipper Darren
Sammy, whose heart still bleeds
for the West Indies.

In the commentary box was
Carlos Brathwaite, who hit those
four incredible sixes on that
fateful night in Kolkata, seven
seasons back to win the 2016
T20 World Cup for the Carib-
bean side.

The Richards, the Lloyds,
the Holdings, the Roberts, the
Garners, their legacy lay in tat-
ters, scattered across the lush
green turf of Harare Sports Club
ground.

The Kieron Pollards, Dwayne
Bravos, Andre Russells, Sunil
Narines have time and again
refused to play for the West
Indies as international cricket
couldn’t have secured a future
that they aspired for their fami-
lies. So West Indies cricket lived
in a comatose state.

Scotland just removed the
‘patient’ from ventilator.

West Indies cricket is dead.
Long Live West Indies cricket.

Ashes 2023: Australia in
command as England lose 4
wickets in 371-run chase

i

LONDON, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): Australia are in a
commanding position at
the end of Day 4, having
claimed four wickets
with England needing
257 more runs to win
the second Test of the
five-match Ashes 2023
series at Lord’s.

Starting the day at 130
for 2, Steve Smith and
Usman Khawaja added
57 more runs on the
board before England
pacer Stuart Broad pro-
vided England their first
breakthrough of the day
after Khawaja top-edged
a short-ball straight at
substitute fielder Mat-
thew Potts, and depart-
ed after scoring 77 runs
off 187 deliveries.

Smith soon followed
Khawaja back to the
pavilion after scoring a
62-ball 34 as fast-bowler
Josh Tongue picked his
second wicket of the
innings. Travis Head
couldn’t move the
scoreboard much and
was dismissed after Joe
Root took a phenome-
nal catch to become the
leading outfield catcher
for England in Test
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cricket.

Cameron Green and
Alex Carey stuck around
for a 42-run stand
before Ollie Robinson
dismissed both the bat-
ters in quick succession.
Green scored 18 runs
off 67 balls, while Carey
hit 21 runs off 73 deliv-
eries. Australia captain
Pat Cummins scored 11
runs off 29 balls, before
Broad got rid of him in
the 96th over, which was
soon followed by Josh
Hazlewood’s dismissal
by Ben Stokes.

Then, to the surprise
of many, an injured
Nathan Lyon walked in
to bat for the Aussies.
The off-spinner formed
a 15-run partnership
with Mitchell Starc and
even hit Broad for a
boundary, before being
caught by Stokes in the
102nd over. Lyon scored
four runs off 13 balls
and received a rousing
reception by the crowd
and his teammates
upon his dismissal.

Australia started the
final innings of the
Lord’s Test in great fash-
ion, with Starc getting rid
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of England opener Zak
Crawley in the 3rd over.
In his very next over,
Starc cleaned up Ollie
Pope to leave England
reeling at 13 for 2. Fol-
lowing two early dis-
missals, Joe Root and
Harry Brook formed a
28-run stand before
Cummins dismissed
both the batters in the
same over.

Root departed after
scoring 18 runs off 35
balls, while Brook was
cleaned up by Cum-
mins after scoring four
runs. However, Eng-
land pulled the game
back with Ben Duckett
and Stokes stitching a
69-run stand to take the
hosts to 114 for 4 at the
end of Day 4.

Just a few overs
before stumps, Australia
thought they had picked
another wicket in the
form of Duckett when
Starc caught the opener
at fine-leg. However,
upon further review, the
umpires ruled Duck-
ett not out after they
found that Starc had not
placed his fingers under
the ball while complet-
ing the catch. Duckett
remained unbeaten on
50 off 67 balls, while
Stokes chipped in with
a 66-ball 29.

The final day of the
second Ashes 2023 Test
promises to be a fasci-
nating affair, with Eng-
land needing 257 runs
to win and Australia six
wickets to go 2-0 up in
the five-match series.

Prithvi Shaw Likely To Play

SAFF Championship: India defeat Lebanon in

For Northamptonshire After

Duleep Trophy

NEW DELHI, Jul 2 (Agencies): Tal-
ented Mumbai opener Prithvi Shaw will
be plying his trade for English county
side Northamptonshire after finishing
his Duleep Trophy engagements later
this month. The 23-year-old is currently
out of India contention and it is under-
stood that people close to him have
advised him to have a stint in the UK in
order to tighten up his technique and
also get back into the groove by play-
ing matches continuously over a period
of time.

“Yes, Prithvi will be leaving once he
finishes his Duleep Trophy assignment
for West Zone. He is likely to play the
July 19-22 game against Somerset if
all goes well,” a source close to the
cricketer told agency on conditions of
anonymity.

It is expected that the dashing opener
will play the entire Royal London Cup
one day tournament for the Northants.

Shaw, who had scored a mammoth
379 in a Ranji game against Assam,
didn’t have a great IPL for Delhi Capitals

Al

but the kind of talent he is, one expects
that county stint will help get his mojo
back and be in national contention post
ODI World Cup when another round of
transition would take place across the
formats.

If Prithvi leaves for the UK after the
Duleep final (July 12-16), he might miss
the Deodhar Trophy inter-zonal one-day
meet starting July 24. But it is expected
that the BCCI brass will alow him to
play in the UK where he is expected
to face better quality bowling attack in
Division 1 compared to what he would
get in India.

penalty shootout to book a spot in the final

BENGALURU, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): India has reached the
final of the SAFF Champion-
ship after defeating Lebanon in
a penalty shootout. The Blue
Tigers will now face Kuwait in
the final of the tournament.

India were the dominant side
over the course of 120 minutes
but could not find the telling
blow against a gritty Lebanon
side. The Indians came close to
opening the scoring in the 16th
minute when a Jeakson Singh
pass for Sahal Samad was
intercepted by Lebanese mid-
fielder Ali Dhanini in the very
last moment to deny a certain
goal.

However, it wasn’t all smooth
sailing for India in the first half
as goalkeeper Gurpreet Sandhu
was brought into action a few
times to deny Lebanon. Sandhu
denied Hassan Maatouk twice
from set-pieces to keep the
scores unchanged.
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Sandhu once again came to
India’s aid in the 61th minute,
stopping Karim Darwich from
scoring from his headed effort
off a whipped cross from Mahdri
Zein. Lebanon dominated the
bulk of the chances in the
second half but it was India
who came the closest, when
defender Anwar Ali headed a
corner towards goal, which was
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tipped off the crossbar by Mehdi
Khalil in goal.

Extra-time and penalties

Following a stalemate in 90
minutes, the game progressed
to extra-time. India skipper Sunil
Chhetri came close to scoring
twice early on in extra-time,
seeing his effort saved in the
94th minute, before firing a guilt-
edged opportunity off-target two

minutes later.

The second half of extra-time
saw Udanta Singh and Mahesh
Singh come close but none of
the sides came up with clear-cut
chances. With the game at 0-0
after 120 minutes of play, the
semi-final proceeded to penalty
shootouts.

Chhetri converted India’s first
penalty while Lebanon’s Matook
missed his effort to give India
a 1-0 advantage. Anwar Ali
converted his spot-kick, and
so did Lebanon’s Walid Shour
to take the score to 2-1. Then
both Mahesh Singh and Moha-
mad Sadek scored to make it
3-2. Udanta made no mistake
from the spot, while Khalil Bader
missed as Lebanon lost the
shootout 4-2.

India will now face Kuwait in
the final, after they beat Bangla-
desh 1-0 in the other semi-final
clash.

“Sanju Samson Has Not Been Able
To...”: Ex-BCCI Selector On Where

Venus Williams eyes to play till the age of 50:
If there was one to try it, it would be me

India Star Is Lacking

NEW DELHI, Jul 2
(Agencies): Former
India wicketkeeper-
batter Saba Karim
wants Sanju Samson
to show consistency
which will allow him to
cement a place in the
Indian team. Samson
has been recalled to
the side for the upcom-
ing ODI series against
West Indies. Since
making his India debut
in 2015, Samson hasn’t
really grabbed the
opportunities given to
him. Former India selec-
tor Karim said Samson
has a lot of talent but he
lacks consistency. With
several key players out
of the team, Karim feels
that Samson needs to
perform regularly just

like youngsters Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal and Tilak
Varma.

“Since you don’'t have
players currently, | want
Sanju Samson to be in
the XI. He should play
and perform regularly
so that he challenges
the players currently
in the team. Samson,
unfortunately, has not
been able to do that. If
you see in the IPL as
well, he performed spo-
radically. | want to see
the same regularity in
Sanju Samson’s batting
that Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Tilak Varma have
shown this year. This
is still missing,” Karim
said.

“I have a lot of expec-
tations from Samson

because he has the skill
but unfortunately the
consistency that should
be there is missing at
times and because of
that only | feel he has
not secured his place
in the Indian team,” he
added.

Samson last played an
ODI during the tour of

During the West Indies
tour, a total of 10 match-
es will be played, includ-
ing three ODIs and five
T20ls.

The tour will kick off
with a two-match Test
series, the first of which
will be played from July
12 to 16 in Dominica.

New Zealand last year.

LONDON, Jul 2 (Agen-
cies): American great
Venus Williams, who
celebrated her 43rd
birthday in June, wants
to extend her playing
career till the age of 50.
The former World No.1
is set to make her 24rd
appearance at Wimble-
don, where she is a five-
time champion.

Williams has been
handed a tricky first-
round draw as she is
scheduled to face off
against Elina Svitolina,
the 2019 Wimbledon
semi-final. Williams
pointed out that play-
ing till the age of 50 has
never been done before,
so she eyes to tick off
that mark.

“It's never been done
before, so if there was
one to try it, it would
be me,” Williams said

ahead of the 2023 Wim-
bledon.

While Williams’ young-
er sister Serena, the
23-time Grand Slam
champion, retired at the
2022 US Open, Venus
refused to unveil her
future plan.

“If 1 did (evolve away
from tennis),” Venus
said, “l wouldn't tell you.”

“These tournaments
(referring to the US
Open) mean a lot to
me and Grand Slams

mean the most to me.
So, it would be a privi-
lege to play there, but
at the moment, I'm very
focused on this event
(Wimbledon). The US
Open is so far away right
now.”

Venus played just five
matches over a span of
six months. She won
two matches in Auck-
land, New Zealand in
January, but then had to
take a break of over six
months due to a ham-

string injury.

“A nightmare -- and a
terribly difficult rehab,”
Venus said. “I haven’t
played a lot of matches
in the last few years --
and not by choice. So |
wanted to be [playing]
and | couldn’t. | put my
head down and put even
more work in and got
myself in a much better
position.”

Venus played three
matches on grass in
S’Hertogenbosch and
Birmingham. She lost
two of those matches,
but her victory against
Camila Giorgi was par-
ticularly impressive,
lasting over three hours.
When asked if she was
serving as an inspira-
tion for the 35-plus age
group, she denied it by
shaking her head and
saying no.
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9yrs of PM Modi: Door to door campaign to

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
Senior leader and Seh
Prabhari Jammu North
Vinay Gupta will under-
take an intensive door-
to-door campaign at
Cornol colony in Gandhi
Nagar Mandal of Bahu
Constituency in Jammu
District South. The
event was organized
by Bharat Bushan BJP
Gandhi Nagar Mandal
President and Vice-
Chairman Cantonment
Board Jammu. During
the door-to-door visit,
Vinay Gupta interacted
with the public and high-
lights the development
and welfare initiatives
of the Modi-led govern-
ment on the successful
completion of nine years
at the Centre.

Gearing up the party
cadres for the mass

contact program, Vinay
Gupta told the media
that the party would
seek suggestions from
the people to fine-tune
the implementation of
the Central schemes
so that the benefits
reached the targeted
groups in the J&K. He
said PM Narendra Modi
is popular not only in
India but also across
the globe. Vinay also

distributed pamphlets
on the various welfare
schemes of the central
government and high-
lights the achievements
of " 9 saal Bemisaal"
among the people.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vinay set a slogan
"Poore hui aas, ghar
ghar huaa vikaas" (aspi-
rations have been ful-
filled, and development
has reached houses in
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J&K) Vinay stated that
providing two doses of
coronavirus vaccines to
all free of cost was a ‘big
achievement’. Believing
in the concept of ‘Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam®,
vaccines were provided
to the needy globally,
he added. Describing
the opposition parties
coming together ahead
of the 2024 elections as
an ‘opportunistic move’,

Vinay said the people of
the union territory of J&K
would not believe those
with a track record of
corruption. He claimed
that the BJP had pro-
vided a ‘corruption-
free' government at the
Centre. Vinay expressed
confidence that the BJP
would come to power in
J&K in the next Assem-
bly election.

Bharat Bhushan Presi-
dent BJP Gandhi Nagar
Mandal and Vice Chair-
man Cantonment Board
Jammu, Narinder Koki
District Vice President,
Rachit Khosla Mandal
General Secretary,
Mohit Raina, Sr Gur-
dayal Singh, Ramesh
Gupta, Lovisha Gupta,
Sushila Sharma, Pri-
yanka Sharma, Shant
Bakshi, Rajesh Sharma

and others accom-
panied him during the
door-to-door campaign.

IWC Jammu Samparak & IWC New Gen celebrate

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: IWC
Jammu Samparak and
IWC New Gen orga-
nized a special event to
celebrate Doctors' Day
at CARE-N-CARE Hos-
pital in Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu. The event
aimed to honor a group
of esteemed doctors for
their contributions to the
field of medicine. Among
the doctors recognized
were Dr. S. Swaran
Singh, Dr. Param-

jit Singh, Dr. Adeeb
Singh, Dr. Sukanya, Dr.
Rajinder Singh, and Dr.
Manjeet Kaur (Admin-
istrative Officer) of the
hospital.

Dr. Swaran Singh,
renowned for his admin-
istrative and medical
expertise, was acknowl-
edged alongside other
leading specialists in the
faculty. The event saw
the active participation
of club members, includ-
ing President Reva

Raina, Vice President
Ravinder, Secretary
Anila Mengi, Kusum
Kesar, Anita Goel, and
Ambika Samnotra.

During the event, Vice
President Ravinder Kaur
shed light on the sig-
nificance of celebrating
Doctors' Day, empha-
sizing the invaluable
contributions doctors
make to society and the
importance of recogniz-
ing their dedication and
service.

Natrang features ‘Rehearsal’
under Sunday Theatre Series

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: Natrang
featured ‘Rehearsal’, a
play in Hindi written by
Lakshmi Kant Vaishnav
and directed by Neeraj
Kant today at Natrang
Studio Theatre Kachi
Chawni in its weekly
Theatre Series, Sunday
Theatre. In the play the
writer has very satirically
mocked on the people
who want to do some-
thing without its proper
knowledge and also with-
out possessing the basic
eligibilities of the field.

The play ‘Rehearsal’
very interestingly por-
trays the rehearsal sce-
nario of a play where
the cast is all women.
Though they (Kitty-
mates) want to present
a good show but their
approach is not good
enough and too much
immature. The basic
ingredients which are
required to mount a
professional theatre pro-
duction like discipline,

punctuality, team spirit,
self-motivation, neutrality
of the mind etc were all
missing in these ladies
and they were instead full
of the traits like jealousy,
gossip, lack of coordina-
tion and egotism.

The rehearsal becomes
a free for all situation
where everyone reveals
her mind in a dramatic
manner. Though there
is a director also but
because of her own limi-
tations and lack of mettle,
she is not able to control

the team. Where these
ladies were required to
act with compassion
towards their fellow art-
ists they had their own
whims and fancies, few
of them even had proud
in their mind as their hus-
bands are at higher posts
resultantly they seek
pampered treatment.
Finally the rehearsal
which was shown in the
play Rehearsal ended up
to be a chaos leaving a
stern message that we
need to be disciplined

and committed to create
a meaningful work of art.

Young champs who
performed in the play
included Vrinda Gujral,
Manvi Bhushan, Saan-
chi Dutta, Saanvi Anand,
Mehak Chib, Reet Sethi,
Gun Sethi, Shranaya
Mahajan and Prial
Gupta. The lights of the
play were operated by
Neeraj Kant. The pre-
sentations were done by
Mahikshit Singh and the
show was coordinated
by Mohd. Yaseen.

9yrs of Modi Govt 'Golden Period’
of India: Sat

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 2: On its
ongoing Mahajansam-
park Abhiyaan of Public
outreach programme
today former minis-
ter Sat Sharma CA,
District President BJP
Jammu and Councillor
Parmod Kapahi, JKUT
BJP secretary Ayod-
hya Gupta and other
leaders started door
to door campaign at
Booth No- 82 ward 30
of Talab Tillo Mandal,
It was organised and
managed by BJP Talab
Tillo Mandal President
Keshav Chopra. The
leaders went around
many localities, fixed
stickers outside houses
distributed books, pam-
phlets and other mate-
rial having details of
the works and achieve-
ments of the 9yrs of
Narendra Modi govern-
ment.

While interacting with
the Locals Sat Sharma
CA said that Narendra

Modi govt during its 9yrs
tenure has done com-
mendable work, Many
developments projects
have been started,Every
section of the society
have been takencare of
in the schemes of Modi
government, these 9
yrs are golden period of
the country sat further
added.

While Interacting
Parmod Kapahi & Ayod-
hya Gupta said during

the 9yrs of modi govern-

ment, it has changed the
fortunes of the people,
Modi govt has done lot
of work to uplift weaker
sections of the society
Keshav Chopra while
speaking to the locals
said that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
9yrs are unmatched,
common man has
availed the benefits of
several schemes like
Ayushhman Bharat,
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Pradhaan Mantri awas
yojna, Free Ration to
BPL familes and many
more, Keshav also
asked the locals to read
the material and share it
with others too.

Dr R.K Gupta, Sanjeev
Gupta, Rahul Nargotra,
Vikas Kumar, Sonali
Gupta, Bablu chand,
Tarsem lal and others
were also accompanied
the leaders during the
campaign.

JKTJAC holds monthly meeting, demands resolution
of genuine issues of teaching fraternity

TOP NEWS RPEORT

UDHMAPUR, Jul 2:
A monthly meeting of
Jammu Kashmir Teach-
ers' Joint Action Com-
mittee (JKTJAC) held
at Udhampur today on
02.07.2023 under the
leadership of UT Presi-
dent Vinod Sharma.The
meeting was attended
by the JKTJAC repre-
sentatives from all the
zones of the district.
While speaking on the
occasion Vinod Sharma
raised the genuine and
burning issues of the
teaching fraternity and
sought the attention of
LG and Principal Sec-
retary School Education
for the resolution of the
same.

Raising the burn-
ing demand of trans-
fer policy for teachers
appointed under ReT
scheme he demanded
the provision of com-
prehensive transfer
policy in their favour
. He said that these
teachers have been

working in the same
schools for last more
than 20 years even
after the clear direc-
tions from Hon'ble High
Court and CAT that they
be transferred within
the district like General
Line Teachers. "But in
absence of Transfer
policy thousands of
these teachers includ-
ing females are suffer-
ing badly" he said . He
demanded inclusion of
these teachers in ATD.

Demanding regula-
risation of ReTs who

have completed 5 years
ReT period he said
that they are waiting for
their regularisation for a
long time and suffering
badly.

Other demands high-
lighted in the meeting
included: Conversion
of RRETs to Teachers
Grade Il/11l so that their
salary get released,

Conversion of EVs to
ReTs as they are suffer-
ing badly;

Conversion of head-
teachers posts into non
plan posts of masters to
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resolve the salary issue
of the masters; Raising
Grade of teachers at
par with their counter
parts in other UTs; Fill-
ing up of vacant posts
of CEOs / Principals/
ZEOs/Headmasters ,
DPC of more teach-
ers to masters as only
about 500 teachers
have been promoted as
masters in last 9 years.

He also demanded
the settlement of GP
fund ( Refundable and
non refundable ) cases
of teaching and non

teaching staff of educa-
tion department which
are lying in different
treasuries for last 4 to
5 months due to which
they are suffering badly.

On the occasion, he
also demanded provi-
sion of DDO Powers
in headless Zones and
schools of the UT.

Others who also
spoke on the occasion
include Sham Sharma,
Sukesh Khajuria,
Ashok Seth, Pritam
Goswami, Ravinder
Singh Rathore, Suresh
Sharma, Sandeep
Sharma, Vipen Raina,
Anil Kumar, Ranjit
Singh, Binder Kumar,
Anuradha Kumari, Raj
Pathania, kanta Devi,
Ashok Singh, kewal
Sharma, Jai Parkash,
Amar Dev Singh, Ajay
Singh, Ravinder Atri,
Sunita Devi, Parveen
Singh, Surinder Singh,
Susheel Singh, Ramesh
Kumar, Sunil Singh,
Kuldeep Sharma and
others.

Economic package 'cruel joke
with POJK refugee

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jul 02:
National Democratic
Party Indian (NDPI)
J&K UT Chief Rajesh
Gupta strongly raised
the issue of PoJK refu-
gees who feel cheated
and betrayed. Jammu
and Kashmir (POJK)
refugees, registered in
1947 but that was actu-
ally a betrayal with the
refugees. Terming the
package as a “cruel
joke” with the displaced
persons,

Rajesh Gupta while
addressing a workers
meeting on Sunday here
said, the Union Govern-
ment has undermined
sanctity of the Parlia-
mentary Standing Com-
mittee (PSC), which
had recommended Rs
30 lakh for each refu-
gee family of 1947 in its
final report. The PSC in
October, 2014, had sug-
gested that Rs 30 lakh
should be given to each
refugee family of 1947
as compensation.

The past government

framed a resettlement
package for PoJK refu-
gees and forwarded it
to the Central govern-
ment but instead of the
recommended relief of
Rs 30 lakh per family,
only Rs 5.5 lakh per
family was sanctioned
by the current govern-
ment. A large number of
eligible families are still
deprived of the relief, he
claimed.

NDPI president said
present administration

irtually betrayed with
POJK refugees by
paying them such a
paltry sum of Rs. 5.50
Lakhs, which turned out
to be merely few thou-
sands to the refugees”,
Gupta said.

e further said that the
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DPI Chief

Department Related
Parliament Standing
Committee on Home
Affairs headed by BJP
leader, Venkaiah Naidu
had submitted their
report in year 2014, with
several recommenda-
tions including payment
of Rs. 30 Lakhs per
family to refugee fami-
lies, reservation of seats
for refugees out of total
111 seats of legislative
assembly, along with
some other recommen-
dations.

"No other commit-
tee is higher than the
parliamentary standing
committee and it was
headed by ruling party
leader but if current gov-
ernment didn't accept its
recommendations in the
tenure of nine years and
then who will do that",
the NDPI leader rued.

Others who addressed
the meeting were
Umesh Manhas,
S.Kuljeet Singh, Tilakraj,
Sandeep Anand, Rajiv
Luthra, Mushtaq Khan,
Govind Sharma and
others.
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