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JAMMU, Jun 18
(Agencies): Amid fore-
cast for hot and dry
weather till June 23,
night temperatures saw
a rise at most places
settling above normal
across Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday.

Quoting a meteo-
rological department
official, that mainly dry
weather was expected
even though possibility
of “brief spell of shower
and thunderstorm
mainly towards late
afternoon or evening
cannot be ruled out”.
“Hot and dry weather
likely to continue with
maximum temperature
over plains of Jammu
likely to range between
38-40°C,” he said.

Regarding outlook
during June 24-26, he
said, “As of now, there
is likelihood of light
to moderate rain with
thunder/lightning at
scattered to fairly wide-
spread places.”

However, he said,
overall ‘no’ forecast of
any major rainfall this
week.

Regarding tempera-
ture, he said, Srinagar
recorded a low of
17.0°C against 16.0°C
on the previous night
and it was above
normal by 2.2°C for the
summer capital.

Qazigund, he said,
recorded a low of
13.6°C against 13.4°C
on the previous night
and it was above
normal by 0.3°C for
the gateway town of
Kashmir.

Pahalgam, he said,
recorded a low of 8.6°C
against 9.4°C on the
previous night and
it was 0.1°C above
normal for the famous
tourist resort in south
Kashmir’'s Anantnag
district.

In Kupwara town, he
said, the mercury set-
tled at 13.6°C against
12.2°C on the previous
night and it was 0.4°C
above normal for the
north Kashmir area.

Kokernag recorded a
low of 14.2°C against
13.1°C on the previous
night and it was 1.1°C
above normal for the
place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a
low of 10.8°C against
8.8°C on previous
night and it was above
normal by 1.5°C for the
world famous skiing
resort in north Kash-
mir’'s Baramulla district,
he said.

Jammu recorded a
low of 27.7°C against
25.9°C on the previous
night and it was 2.2°C
above normal for J&K’s

=Turn to page 9

on Sunday said Amar-
nath Yatra is a symbol
of the welfare of human-
ity and upliftment of all
sections of the society.

“Shri Amarnath Yatra is
starting from July 1 and
this pilgrimage is also a
symbol of the welfare of
humanity, upliftment of
all sections of the soci-
ety and exchange of
new ideas’”, the Lieuten-
ant Governor said during
the Radio programme
Awaam Ki Awaaz.

He said the local econ-
omy and employment
opportunities are also
linked to this Yatra.

The 62-day-long Ama-
rnath Yatra is commenc-

ing from the twin routes
of Pahalgam in south
Kashmir and Baltal in
Central Kashmir’s Gan-
derbal district from July
1 in Kashmir himalayas.

He said since ages,
the entire society, fol-

lowers of all sects, come
together to welcome the
devotees from differ-
ent parts of the country.
Active participation of all
the citizens will definitely
make this year’s Yatra
and festivity of culture

Amarnath Yatra meeting held to

coordinate security measures

JAMMU, Jun 18 (Agen-

cies): A joint meeting of
various security agen-
cies was held in Jammu
and Kashmir’'s Udham-
pur district on Sunday
to ensure coordination
for the annual Amarnath
yatra beginning next
month.

General Officer Com-
manding (GOC) of
Army’s Delta Force Maj
Gen Ajay Kumar chaired
the meeting which was
among others attended
by senior police and
intelligence officers, offi-
cials said.

In a tweet after the
meeting, Jammu-based
White Knight Corps said,
“The security forces and
civil administration are
working hand-in-hand
to ensure a successful
yatra”.

The 62-day long pil-
grimage will commence
on July 1 from the twin
tracks — the traditional
48-km Nunwan-Pahal-
gam route in Anant-
nag district and 14-km
shorter but steep Baltal
route in Ganderbal dis-
trict. The first batch of
pilgrims will leave for

the yatra from Jammu
on June 30.

Divisional Commis-
sioner, Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar visited Bhagwati
Nagar Yatri Niwas, the
main base camp for the
pilgrims in Jammu, and
took stock of arrange-
ments for the comfort-
able stay of the pilgrims
and their safety.

Kumar reviewed in
detail provision of trans-
portation, accommoda-
tion for pilgrims, setting
up of ‘langars’ (commu-
nity kitchens), communi-
cation centres, medical
facilities, deployment of
medical teams, sanita-
tion, installation of tem-
porary toilets and mobile
toilet vans, uninterrupted
supply of electricity, ade-
quate water supply and
traffic arrangements, an
official said.

The Divisional Com-
missioner has sought
deployment of a suffi-
cient number of person-
nel and installation of
additional CCTV
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5 Earthquakes, two within 15 minutes,

JAMMU, Jun 18
(Agencies): The region
of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh was hit by
five mild-intensity earth-
quakes within 24 hours,
with 4.5 being the high-
est magnitude of all. The
first tremor was felt after
an earthquake of magni-
tude 3.0 hit Jammu and
Kashmir at 2.03pm on
Saturday.

An official of the mete-
orological department
said the epicentre of the
3.0 magnitude tremor,
which occurred at 2.03
pm, was hilly Ramban
district along the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national
highway.

He said the depth of
the earthquake was

five kilometres below
the surface at a latitude
of 33.31 degrees north
and a longitude of 75.19
degrees east.

The second jolt struck
271km northeast of Leh,
Laddakh with a magni-
tude of 4.5 at around
9.44pm.

Within 15 minutes
of the quake near the
India-China border, the
Doda district of Jammu
and Kashmir was hit by
a 4.4-magnitude earth-
quake at 9.55pm.

This was the seventh
earthquake in the Doda
district over the past five
days.

The National Center
for Seismology tweeted:
“Earthquake of Magni-

hit J&K and ladakh region in 24 hours

tude:4.4, Occurred on
17-06-2023, 21:55:39
IST, Lat: 33.04 & Long:
75.70, Depth: 18 Km,
Location: Doda, Jammu
and Kashmir.”

In the wee hours of
Sunday, an earthquake
of magnitude 4.1 again
jolted the region with its
epicentre near the India-
China border, 295km
northeast of Leh district
in Ladakh.

The fifth and last
seismic activity was
observed near Katra in
Jammu and Kashmir.
An earthquake of mag-
nitude 4.1 struck 80km
east of Katra at 3.50am
at a depth of 11 km.

The NCS tweeted:
mTurntopage 9

of J&K for successful
conduct of G20 meet-
ing last month. We have
received overwhelming
response, especially,
from youth regarding
promotion of tourism”,
the LG said during his”
LG said during the Radio
programme.

He said the mission
Amrit Sarovar has wit-
nessed enthusiastic
response in all the Pan-
chayats of Jammu Kash-
mir and it is also a vindi-
cation of our steadfast
commitment to revive
the water bodies. It is a
symbol of resurgent J&K

and strength of
mTurnto page 9

Separatism
in Kashmir
is Dead:
Former
Spymaster A
S Dulat

SRINAGAR, Jun 18
(Agencies): Former
spymaster A S Dulat
has said the separatism
in Kashmir was "dead”
but felt there was a need
to start a dialogue with
mainstream political par-
ties in the Valley.

Dulat, who was advisor
on Jammu and Kashmir
to the central govern-
ment during the tenure
of former prime minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee,
also advocated the need
for starting a dialogue
with Pakistan.

"Separatism | believe
is dead now. It has
become redundant. Like
Article 370, separatism
also is gone,” Dulat said
in an interview here on
Saturday.

He said Hurriyat Con-
ference chairman Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, who
has been under house
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SRINAGAR, Jun 18:
Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha, in
this month’s “Awaam
Ki Awaaz” programme,
highlighted the efforts of
the UT Government to
encourage citizen’s par-
ticipation in governance
and working with com-
mitment towards nation
building.

“Awaam Ki Awaaz is
transforming creative
ideas of people into real-
ities. If there is a change
in our thinking and deep
sense of purpose for
prosperity of all and
preservation of cultural
heritage, then nothing
can stop the progress of
a modern society,” said
the Lt Governor.

It is important that
social upliftment, human
welfare, nation building
becomes top priority for
every individual. This

J&K. The entire society
should become one
mind, one soul and work
together to make their
dreams come true in
Amrit Kaal, he observed.

We have to move
forward unitedly and
remove every hurdle on
the path leading to the
holistic development of
Jammu Kashmir, said
the Lt Governor.

In both rural and urban
areas there is a need
to isolate the elements
holding the J&K back, so
that the creative forces
of the society can work
as a cohesive group
towards shared goal of
making India the new
economic powerhouse
of the world, he said.

Sharing the inspira-
tional success stories
of women heroes and
green warriors, the Lt
Governor appreciated
the effort of Sopore’s

to build a solar-powered
boat and her dedica-
tion to combat climate
change and to promote
green development.
These individual small
steps will make big
changes in the journey
of sustainable develop-
ment, he added.

Women are the most
ideal architects of soci-
ety. Their strong resolve,
grit and capabilities act
as a strong foundation
for the progress of the
nation and the society,
observed the Lt Gover-
nor.

The women of Kheral
village of Reasi have
formed Duggar Dhani
Self Help Group in col-
laboration with District
Administration, JKRLM
and J&K Tourism and
their success is a good
indicator to J&K’s socio-
economic growth and
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JAMMU, Jun 18
(Agencies): Lashing
out at the Jammu and
Kashmir administra-
tion and Police for not
taking appropriate
steps with regard to
security arrangements
and demanding probe,
President, International
Council of Jurists (ICJ),
London, Dr. Adish C
Aggarwala on Sunday
said the National Flag
hoisting has been post-
poned allegedly due to
security threat.

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, Dr
Aggarwala, who is also
Chairman, All India Bar
Association said he was
travelling from Katra to
Srinagar on Saturday
for the purpose of unfurl-

ing the National Flag at
Lal Chowk, Srinagar
scheduled for Sunday,
the members stopped
at Zaika Sweets and
Restaurant at Samroli
in Udhampur district for
snacks at about 10:08
pm.

“Two cars stopped
near our parked car, one
to my left and the other
behind my taxi. In the
left side car, one occu-
pant was having a Rifle.
A short height person
in his mid 40s, came to
me and told me “Kash-
mir me Tiranga Farare
Ho. Srinagar Me Dekh
Lenge” (Hoisting Nation-
al Flag in Kashmir. Will
see you in Srinagar).”

He further said, “I kept
mum and did not react

I pahachaanmedics

Postponed Srinagar National
Flag Hoisting due to ‘Threat’:
ICJ Chief Seeks Probe

and instead asked the
driver to take me to
Jammu claiming that
| have to collect the
important file.”

“I reached Jammu
and checked in Cir-
cuit House in the early
morning of June 18. |
have not reported this
incident to Jammu and
Kashmir Police officials
as some of them may
be under the influence
of anti-India forces,” he
said in a statement.

He further said, “| was
undertaking this gesture
of unfurling the National
Flag at Lal Chowk, Sri-
nagar to demonstrate
the ground reality to the
international community
that Jammu and
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, June 18, 2023

OBITUARY/10TH DAY KRIYA L

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad demise of our beloved Sh Rajinder Bindroo S/o
Late Sham Lal Bindroo original R/o Badiyar Bala a
(Srinagar), presently residing at C/o 512, Colonelis y
Colony, Sector-3, Bohri, Talab Tillo, Jammu.
CREMATION took place on 12th June at Jammu.

10th Day Kriya will be held on 20th June at 8:30 AM at
Muthi Ghat (near Directorate of Education Office,
Jammu)

Grief Stricken

Smt Kamta Bindroo (Wife)

Sh G L Bindroo (Brother)

Brother & Sister-in-law

Sh A K Bindroo & Guddi Bindroo
Smt Phoola Kaul (Sister)
Daughters & Sons-in-law

Smt Archana & Ashish K Chrangoo
Smt Anjali & Vipin Kaul

Smt Sunita & Ramesh Salman
SAMAST BINDROO PARIVAR, CHRANGOOIS, KOULS, SALMANS, NAQAIBS,
SELIS, BHATS AND GRAND CHILDREN

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad demise of our beloved Smt Asha Ji Bhat W/o Sh
Sham Lal Bhat Originally resident of Kandiwara Kokernag
Kashmir A/p H.No. 102, Sector-1 Vivek Vihar Paloura
Jammu who left for heavenly abode on 14-06-2023.

TENTH DAY will be performed on 23-06-2023 at Muthi
Ghat near Director School Education Jammu at 8:30 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Sham Lal Bhat- Husband
Sh. Satish Kumar Bhat- Son
Smt. Lovely and Sh. Sunil Kumar Bhat - Daughter-in-law & Son
Smt Sarla Bhat and Sh Rajender Kr Pandita -Daughter & Son-in-law
Grand Children: Simran, Simiriti, Priya, Aaliya, Shivam, Tanvi, Daksh
MOb: 7051623113, 9149769493, 7889860812

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA |

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform that cruel death
has snatched Bal Krishan Chandan, Director (Law
Enforcement) Agriculture, who after brief illness left for
heavenly abode on 7th of June, 2023.
10th Day will be performed on 16th of June, 2023 (10 AM)
at our residence.
Kriya will be performed on 17th of June, 2023 (12 Noon) at
our residence (H.No. 258/2, Upper Roop Nagar, Jammu,
Near Rambatika Park).
Uthala will be performed on 19th of June, 2023 (5.00 PM
to 5.30 PM) at App Shambhu Temple.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Shanti Devi & Dwarkanath Sharma - Parents
Neelam Sharma - Wife

Ishaan Chandan - Son

Anuradha - Daughter-in-law

Imaan Chandan - Son

Kamini - Trilochan Chandan - (Bhabi & Bhai)

SMT ASHA JI BHAT

BAL KRISHAN CHANDAN

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform sad [«
demise of our beloved mother SMT. PUSHPA |-
BAKAYA W/o Late Sh. Sudershan Bakaya of |-
Hawal Pulwama at present H.No. 277-Ff=
Sarwal Colony Jammu on 14-06-23. Frx
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at 8|~
a.m on 23-06-23 (Friday) at Muthi ghat \

Jammu.
Grief Stricken SMT. PUSHPA BAKAYA

Smt. Anju W/o Late Sh. Suresh Bakaya- Son and Daughter-in-law
Smt. Kiran W/o Sh. Rakesh Bakaya- Son and Daughter-in-law
Smt. Ratni ji W/o Sh. O.N. Koul- Daughter and Son-in-law

Smt. Bitty W/o Sh. P. K Raina- Daughter and Son-in-law

Smt. Neelam W/o Sh. Raja ji Bhat- Daughter and Son-in-law

PH. 9596646166, 6006271320

OBITUARIES/10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform F
the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Tej Krishan Kak '
S/o Late Niranjan Nath Kak original R/o Sathu
Barbarshah, Srinagar, presently residing at H.No. 91-
E, Bharat Nagar, Talab Tillo, Jammu.

Cremation took place on 14th June, 2023 at Jammu.
10th Day Kriya will be held on 22nd June, 2023 at w‘
8.30 AM at Muthi Ghat (Near Directorate of Education 3
Office Jammu).

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Prabha Koul - Wife

Son & Daughter-in-law

Sandeep Kak & Neelima Kak
Daughter & Son-in-law

Sulkhana Bhat & Sandeep Bhat

Kak Family, Dhar Family, Koul Family
Contact: 9225510080

UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Smt. Pushpa Devi W/o Late
Sh. Kundan Lal Ji (Nougran Wale) who left for
heavenly abode on 15th June 2023.

UTHALA will be performed At Durg Mandir,
Rampura Gandhi Nagar, Jammu on 19th June 2023
at 6:00pm.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughter in Law & Sons

Kiran & Sudesh Gupta

Rama & Chander Parkash Gupta

Amita & Suraj Parkash Gupta

Sneh & Vijay Gupta

Anju & Dharam Pal Gupta

Sheetal & Shakti Kant Gupta

Smt Chanchal Gupta Wd/o Lt Rajinder Mohan Gupta (Devrani)

Smt Chanchal & Subhash Chander Gupta (Sister-in-Law & Brother-in-Law)
Poonam & Sanjay Gupta -Daughter & Son in Law
M/S VAISHNO & CO. (ISBT TRANSPORT NAGAR)
M/S K.K CO (54-A FRUIT MANDI NARWAL)

M/S SURAJ ELECTRONICS (MIRAN SAHIB)

SH. TEJ KRISHAN KAK

SMT. PUSHPA DEVI

I\~

Mob: 9419238443,
9419141795, 9906080983

10th DAY KRIYA

It is only time which possess but memories
remain each & every moment.

inform the untimely demise of our beloved Sh.
Kanaya Lal Bhat S/o Late Sh. Lamboo Dar|
Nath Bhat R/o Uttersoo, Anantnag presently
residing at H/No 303, Lane O, Durga Nagar, Sec
-2, Jammu on 15th-June-2023. The TENTH DAY
KRIYA will be performed on 24th-June-2023
(Saturday) at Muthi Ghat 8:00 am

GRIEFLY STRICKEN

Vijay Bhat- Wife

Sh. Srikanth Bhat- Uncle

Sister-in-law

Smt. Veena Bhat W/o Lt. Sh. Prithvi Nath Bhat
Sh. Ramesh Kumar Bhat- Brother

Smt. Shama Sathu- Sister

Smt. Sheri Pandita- Sister

Smt. Nancy Pandita W/o Sh. B. L. Pandita

Anil Bhat & Anju Bhat- Son and Daughter-in-law

Sunil Bhat & Arpana Bhat- Son and Daughter-in-law
Simpy Qazi & Rohit Qazi- Daughter and Son-in-law
Sheetu Bhat & Rahul Bhat- Daughter and Son-in-law
Shallu Bhat & Sunil Bhan- Daughter and Son-in-law
Neeru Bhat & Pankaj Koul- Daughter and Son-in-law
Mob: 7889700394, 7006892495, 7889553407, 7889581654

Sh. Kanaya Lal Bhat

TENTH DAY/ KRIYA/RASAM
PAGRI-(UTHALA)

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform
the sad demise of our beloved father Sh. Bansi Lal
Sharma (Retd. Master) S/O Sh. Ludar Mani
Upadhya R/O Main Road Ghagwal (Opp. Shiva
Fast Food) District Samba on 09-06-2023 (Friday).
10th Day will be performed at our Residence on
18-06-2023 (Sunday).

KRIYA will be performed at our Residence on 19-
06-2023 (Monday).

UTHALA (RASAM PAGRI) will take place on 21-
06-2023 (Wednesday).

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the sad demise of our
revered Karmyogi mother Mrs Vijay Laxmi W/o Lt Sh Makhan
Lal Koul of village Vessu Anantnag at present Lane No.3 Guraha
Keran Barnai Road, Bantalab.

Tenth Day will be performed at Muthi Ghat on 20th June
(Tuesday).

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Sister-in-law

Smt Shama Devi W/o Late Kashi Nath - 9596151766

Son and Daughter-in-law

Piary Lal Koul (SBI) - 7508447447

Mrs Sunana and Predman Ji Koul - 9796220709

Mrs Veena and R K Koul - 7780992947

Mrs Ranu and Rohit Koul - 9796436255

Sister-in-law (Devrani)

Mrs Nancy Koul - 9796207673

Daughter and Son-in-law

Mrs Dazy Raina and Ashok Ji Raina (9419155951)

Grand Children: Suhaas, Shivani, Elesh, Surbi, Adit, Kaya

MRS VIJAY LAXMI

Tenth Day Kriya
With profound grief and sorrow we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Sister Miss
Rajni Pandita D/O Late Sh. Niranjan Nath
Pandita originally from village Trail, District
Anantnag, presently residing at H.No. 245,
Sec-2, Anuradhapuram, Upper Barnai
Jammu. She left for her heavenly abode on
13-06-2023.

10th Day Kriya will be performed on 22-06-
2023 (Thursday) at 8:00AM Muthi Ghat
near Directorate School Education, Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN :-

Smt. Soni Pandita and Sh. Moti Lal Pandita (Bhabi & Brother)

Smt. Prana Dhar & Sh Tej Krishan Dhar (Sister and Brother-in-law)
(Sister & Brother-in-law)

Smt. Bimla Dhar Wd/ of Sh Late Durga Nath Dhar

Smt. Veena Dhar & Sh. Ashok Dhar (Sister & Brother-in-law)
Contact: 7006428622, 7889620901, 9682681608

Miss Rajni Pandita

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Smt. Satya Devi- Wife

SISTERS-IN-LAW AND BROTHERS:

Smt. Pushpa Devi & Late Sh. Shanti Sarup

Smt. Kanta Devi & Late Sh. Ram Lal Sharma
Smt. Pushpa Devi & Late Sh. Chaman Lal Sharma
Smt. Bimla Devi & Sh. Kuldeep Raj Sharma
SISTER AND BROTHER-IN-LAW:

Smt. Kanta Devi & Sh. Murari Lal Sharma
DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW AND SONS:

Smt. Manju Bala & Sh. Ravinder Kumar Sharma
Smt. Suneh Lata & Sh. Shiv Mohit Sharma

LATE SH. BANSI LAL SHARMA
11-05-1944 TO 10-06-2023
(RETD MASTER)

DAUGHTERS AND SONS-IN-LAW:

Smt. Urmila Devi & Sh. Varinder Sharma
Smt. Shashi Bala & Sh. Sohan Lal Khajuria
Smt. Sudha Sharma & Sh. Sushil Sharma
& (All UPADHYA FAMILY)

Contact Nos.-7006353707 & 7006115441

TENTH DAY KRIYA |42
WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW
WE INFORM THE DEMISE OF OUR
BELOVED SH. MAHARAJ KRISHAN DHAR
(BOTALAL) R/O NAI SARAK SRINAGAR/
HMT PINJORE AND AT PRESENT PATEL
NEOTOWN NOIDA EXTENSION ON 15THE
JUNE 2023.

10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED ON
23RD JUNE AT MURADNAGAR GHAT
GADHGANGA AT 8:30 AM. :
GRIEF STRICKEN:-
KRISHNA DHAR - WIFE
BROTHER AND BHABHI
T.K.DHAR & BITTI PYARI DHAR (9810122098) SH. MAHARAJ KRISHAN
BITTI PYARI GARYALI (9990475847) - SISTER DHAR (BOTALAL)
SUNITA DHAR (9899626440) - DAUGHTER

DAUGHTER AND SON-IN-LAW

SUJATA BAKSHI & SUNIL BAKSHI (9810046440)

SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

SANDEEP DHAR & GAYATRI DHAR (9643328531)

GRAND CHILDREN: TUSHAR BAKSHI (9871378627), ADYA DHAR, SUHANI
DHAR

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY SAMAST

DHAR’S, TAKU’S, BAKSHI’'S, PUNJABI’'S, CHANNA'’S, GARYALI'S

13th Day/Rasam Pagri

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform
the sad demise of Late Smt Ratna Devi
W/o Late Sh Padam Dev Singh Jamwal
R/o H.No. 778, Subash Nagar, Jammu.
13th Day will be performed on 18-06-2023
(Sunday) at 11 am at our residence.
Rasam Pagri will be performed at our
residence on 19-6-2023 at 12.00 Noon
(Monday).

Grief Stricken Devi
Daughter & Son-in-law

Jyoti Slathia (Lovely) & Pardeep Singh Slathia
Contact : 9419204055

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform|™
you the sad demise of our beloved Father S. Sujan|
Singh S/o Late S. Gopal Singh R/o Rajpur Kamila,
Nowshera District Rajouri who left us on 10 June
2023.

PROGRAMME:

Arambh Shri Akhand Path on 18-06-2023 at 9:00
am at our residence, Rajpur Kamila.

Bhog Shri Akhand Path on 20-06-2023 at 9:00am
at our residence Rajpur Kamila.

TENTH DAY/KIRYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF N SORROW, WE INFORM THE
SAD DEMISE OF BELOVED SMT SANTOSH SAMBYAL R/O
117 BHAGWATI NAGAR CANAL ROAD JAMMU ON 7TH JUNE
OF 2023.

TENTH DAY WILL BE HELD ON 16 OF JUNE (FRIDAY) AT

11AM AT OUR RESIDENCE 3
KIRYA WILL BE HELD ON 19 OF JUNE (MONDAY)12 PM. | J " i
GRIEF STRICKEN { y F 1

DR DALIP SINGH SAMBYAL (HUSBAND)

DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW AND SONS Skt Santosh Santyal
SMT. SOMITAAND SH RANJIT SINGH SAMBYAL (SSP)
SMT DEBASHREE AND SH RAJIV SINGH SAMBYAL (WING COMMDR)
DAUGHTER AND SON-IN-LAW

SMT ANU (MASTER) AND SH JAGDISH SINGH MANHAS (PRINCIPAL)
GRAND CHILDREN: AKSHATAATHARV DEV ARJIT N HARDIK

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad and untimely demise of our
beloved Sh. Jawahar Lal Hangloo S/o Lt.
Nand Lal Hangloo of Hangalgund, Kokernag,
Anantnag at present Pandit Colony, Durga
Vihar, Toll Post, Nagrota, Jammu on 14-06-

10th Day Kriya will be performed at 9.00 AM
on 23rd June, 2023 (Friday) at Muthi Ghat near
the Office of DSE, Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Vijay Hangloo - Wife

Daughter-in-law & Son

Smt. Bunty & Sh. Arvind Hangloo

Daughters & Sons-in-law

Smt. Anita & Sh. Anil Pandita

Smt. Meenakshi & Sh. Shashi Bushan Dhar
Sh. Brij Lal Hangloo - Brother

Smt. Vijay Hangloo (Ushaiji) - Bhabi

Smt. Vijay Hangloo (Deepaiji) - Bhabi

Smt. Sumanji & Sh. Bansi Lal Hangloo - Bhabi & Brother
Grand Children: Pranav, Pratyush, Shravan, Avni
Samast Hangloo Parivaar, Friends & Relatives
Mob.No: 6005125277, 7006685204

10TH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW, WE INFORM THE
SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED MOTHER SMT. KAMLA DEVI
(D/O LATE MUKUND RAM KHUDA , AND W/O LATE JIA LAL
SHAH ) WHO LEFT FOR HER HEAVENLY ABODE ON 10TH
JUNE AFTERNOON AT OUR RESIDENCE B-50/F-5 SHALIMAR
GARDEN EXT-II, SAHIBABAD GHAZIABAD.

10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED ON MONDAY, THE
19TH JUNE AT GHAT, MURAD NAGAR (CHHOTA|
HARIDWAR) GHAZIABAD + OUR RESIDENCE. ’
GRIEF STRICKEN

SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

BANSI LAL SHAH & LALITA SHAH

SAROJ & OMKAR NATH MATTOO (DAUGHTER & SON-IN-LAW); AND
SAMAST SHAH, KHUDA, MATTOO PARIVAR

MOB: 8368272254, 9560299315

SH. JAWAHAR LAL
HANGLOO

KARAMYOGNI
SMT. KAMLA DEVI

Antim Ardas/ Tenth Day shall be performed on
20/06/2023 at Gurudwara Singh Shaba Rajpur from
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Sons & Daughter-in-laws

Sdrni Manmeet Kour and S. Anter Singh

Sdrni Gurnam Kour and S Raghbir Singh

Sdrni Ravinder Kour and S Kulbir Singh

Sdrni Tarvinder Kour and S. Bhadur Singh

S. Sujan Singh

10TH DAY/CONDOLENCE §

With profound grief and sorrow we regret to inform that
our beloved Sh Shamboo Nath Bhat Hazari S/o Shi
Daya Ram originally resident of Quasba Devsar
presently H No. 284/C, Sector-1, Durga Nagar Jammu |
has attained Moksha on 14th of June 2023.
10th Day Kriya will be performed at Muthi Ghat at 8:30
am on 23rd of June 2023. B
Contact Nos : 9796499004, 9419797206

Condolence from inlaw's/Wanpoh side will be observed
at Durga Nagar jointly at the same address. =
Contact Nos : 7006236185, 7006057652 Sh Shamboo Nath Bhat
GRIEF STRICKEN : Hazari

Sons & Daughter in laws

Smt Soni Hazari

Smt & Sh Maharaj Krishen Hazari
Smt & Sh Shuban Ji Hazari

Smt & Sh Bal Ji Hazari

Smt & Sh Ajay Hazari

Daughters & Son in laws

Smt Kundan Pandita

Smt & Sh Rajinder Bagh

Smt & Sh Ravi Shanker Koul
Smt & Sh Maharaj Krishen Koul
Smt & Sh Chand Ji Bhat

Smt & Sh Vikas Mattoo

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/JUTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret
to inform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Susheela Devi W/O Lt. Sh Krishan
Dutt Magotra on 10-06-23.

TENTH DAY- will be performed on Monday,
19-06-23 at Durga Mandir, Rampura, Gandhi
Nagar, Jammu from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.
KRIYA- will be held on Tuesday, 20-06-23 at our
residence 34 Rampura, Gandhi Nagar Jammu.
UTHALA will be held on Wednesday 21-06-
2023 at Durga Mandir, Rampura, Gandhi
Nagar, Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN

SONS & DAUGHTERS IN LAW

Sunit Sharma & Sushma Sharma

Anirudh Sharma & Anjana Sharma
Koushal Sharma & Manya Sharma

Rohit Sharma & Rajni Sharma

NEPHEW & DAUGHTER IN LAW

Rahul Magotra & Arti Magotra

Arvind Magotra

SISTERS IN LAW & BROTHERS IN LAW
Urmila Magotra & Lt. Mohan Lal Magotra
Lt. Krishna Devi & Jagdish Sharma
Santosh Sahi & Lt. S.S. Sahi

In law’s Side

Smt & Sh AK Raina

Smt & Sh Mahinder Raina
Smt & Sh Ram Ji Raina
Smt & Sh Suban Ji Raina

SMT. SUSHEELA DEVI

BROTHER & SISTER IN LAW
Prem Nath Khajuria & Darshna Devi
GRAND CHILDREN
Dr. Saru Sharma, Er. Kushagar Sharma, Vedika,
Ritika, Arsh, Hariansh, Utkarsh
Ph. No. 9419141630, 9419192231,
9419190284, 9906902782

KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad demise of our father Shri Naresh Singh Pathania|
who left for heavenly abode on 10-06-2023.

10TH DAY will be performed at our residence H No:
404, Anand Bhawan, Raghunathpura, Shiv Nagar,
Udhampur on 19th June 2023 (Monday) at 11 AM.
UTHALA will be performed at Raghunath palace ‘
(opposite our residence) on 23rd June 2023 (Friday)|
between 4PM- 5PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Smt. Abhilasha Pathania (Wife)

(Son & Daughter-in- law)

Mr Vikramadittya Singh Pathania & Simmi Pathania
(Daughter & Son-in- law)

Vasundhra & Pradeep Samyal

Shweta & Dipankar Sambyal

(Grandson & Grand Daughter-in-law)
Zorawar Singh Pathania & Srijna
(Grandchildren) Aditya, Akanksha, Shauryadittya Singh Pathania, Kompal
(Great Grandson) : Rudraveer Singh Pathania.

Ph No: 9596859330, 9149783535, 9906341821

Shri Naresh Singh
Pathania (AEE)

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Late Shri Anil
Kumar son of Late Shri Ram Krishan Khajuria
resident of Dharmal Ward No.65 on 09-06-
2023.

10th Day will be performed today on 18th
June at 10.30 AM at our residence Dharmal.
Kriya shall be held on 19th June, 2023
(Monday).

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sushma Devi - Wife

Amit Khajuria, Ankit Khajuria - Sons

Sister & Brother-in-law

Smt. Sonu Khajuria & Dharmpal

MASWAR/VAHARVAR | ,'

One year has passed since you left us for heavenly abode,
leaving a deep void in our lives.

We pray to God to grant peace to your noble soul.

In our hearts your memory lingers sweetly tender, live and true.
There is not a single day when we don'’t think of you. Badly
miss and remember you each passing day.

Maswar & Vaharvar of our beloved father Shri Mohan Lal
Bhat will be held on 19th and 20th of June, 2023 at Mayur
Vihar Phase-Il, New Delhi.

DEEPLY MISSED BY:-

Daughter & Son-in-law

Sangeeta Raina & Dr. Anil Raina

Seema Ganjoo & Rakesh Ganjoo

All Grand Children

LATE SHRI ANIL
KUMAR
DOB: 27-01-1974
DOE: 09-06-2023

SHRI MOHAN LAL
BHAT
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GS releases rankings of Blocks
under ABDP
WeNWY L

TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Jun 18:
In a significant exer-
cise, the remote blocks
of Keller (Shopian), DK
Marg (Kulgam), Man-
zgam (Kulgam) and
Kashtigarh (Doda) had
found place among the
first ten Aspirational
Blocks in the 2nd edi-
tion of rankings released
by Chief Secretary,
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta
here under Aspirational
Block Development Pro-
gramme (ABDP) of the
UT.

Earlier the Chief Sec-
retary has also released
first ever Panchayat
rankings along with third
edition of District Good
Governance Index for
the UT thereby providing
the whole framework to
assess the developmen-
tal standards right from
Panchayat up to District
level.

Dr Mehta compliment-
ed all the concerned
officers whose contri-
butions had got fructi-
fied into better rankings
of their areas. He said
that these rankings also
point out those areas
where more focus needs
to be laid. He enjoined
upon the officers posted
in these areas to gear
up with renewed energy
and come up as achiev-
ers next time.

He highlighted that
these rankings tell out-
comes of our endeav-
ours till now and the way
forward from here. He
exuded hope that in the
years ahead with such

planning process at our
back, most of our prob-
lems would find resolu-
tion smoothly.

He called it a tool
towards ensuring good
governance in the UT.
He also advised for
making a permanent
dashboard to monitor
and update these rank-
ings monthly. He also
directed the Housing
& Urban Development
Department for carrying
out Town rankings in the
days ahead on similar
lines.

Among the Aspiration-
al Blocks which were
assessed 2nd time
after previous year, the
Harwan and Khonmoh
blocks of Srinagar Dis-
trict are at Ist and 2nd
spot with Keller (Shop-
ian) at 3rd position,
DK Marg (Kulgam) at
4th, Chittergul (Anant-
nag) at 5th, Pragwal
and Samwan blocks of
Jammu securing 6th
and 7th spots, Aripal

(Pulwama) 8th, Manz-
gam (Kulgam) 9th and
Kashtigarh (Doda) 10th.
In all 44 Aspirational
Blocks were selected
from 285 Blocks of UT
of J&K, based on their
backwardness on the
basis of 21 indicators
covering four major
aspects of human devel-
opment i.e., Poverty (3
indicators), Health &
Nutrition (6 indicators),
Education (7 indicators)
& Basic Infrastructure
(5 indicators). Each of
these blocks were pro-
vided Rs One Crore
financial assistance for
making achievement in
the given parameters.
Like Aspirational Pan-
chayat Development
Programme, the ABDP
is a unique initiative of
JK government taken
last year on the anal-
ogy of Aspirational Dis-
trict Development Pro-
gramme. For monitor-
ing purpose the ABDP
Dashboard was devel-

oped for monitoring the
progress of these 44
Aspirational Blocks on
61 Data Points based
on 49 Key performance
Indicators.

The bottom 10 blocks
in the list includes
Moungri (Udhampur)
at the bottom of the list.
Others above it in order
comprises Chasana
(Reasi), Mankote
(Poonch), DuduBas-
antgarh (Udhampur),
JiJBagli(Reasi), Warwan

(Kishtwar), Duggain
(Kathua), Gundi Dharam
(Ramban), Mahore

(Reasi), Tulail (Ban-
dipora) and Marwah
(Kishtwar) at 34th place
among these 44 back-
ward blocks of the UT.
These rankings were
released by the Chief
Secretary in presence
of all the Administra-
tive Secretaries, District
Development Commis-
sioners, HoDs of Plan-
ning, Finance and other
concerned departments.

Manjit demands 27 pc reservation
to OBCs in J&K

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18:
Apni Party Provincial
President, Jammu,
and Former Minister,
S. Manijit Singh today
demanded reservation
to OBC community in
J&K up to 27 percent in
Jammu and Kashmir for
the social, economic and
political upliftment.

Addressing a meet-
ing to discuss OBC'’s
issues and demands,
the former minister
raised his concern over
the backwardness of the
community which has a
huge population and still
they live in a miserable
condition.

“Decades after hollow
slogans and assur-
ance given to them by
the traditional political,
these OBCs have been
deprived of their consti-
tutional rights in J&K,”
he said and appreci-
ated the leaders of OBC
especially Bhagat Ram
who was appointed as
State Coordinator of
OBC Wing.

On this occasion, S.
Manijit Singh felicitated
Bhagat Ram on being
appointed as State
Coordinator OBC Wing
of Apni Party. He hoped
that he would work
among the marginalized
section for their uplift-
ment.

The former minis-
ter said that the Apni
Party is committed to
protect the rights of the
people and community
to ensure equality in the
society which has been

a0

divided by the political
parties for their political
gains in elections.

“The democratic
system in India was
aimed to protect and
strengthen the rights of
the marginalized sec-
tions of society but the
political parties played a
blame game in the last
seven decades and did
nothing for the uplift-
ment of the OBC com-
munity. In J&K, they are
deprived of their right to
have 27% reservation
like other parts of the
country,” he added.

He said that unlike tra-
ditional political parties,
the Apni Party has a
clear stand with regard
to the OBC community
that they deserve 27%
reservation in J&K and it
must be granted to them
as per the constitution.

“There should not be
any discrimination with
the OBCs of J&K. When
other states have given
rights to the OBCs,
similar rights should be
extended to the erstwhile
state,” he said, further
expressing commitment

for the social, economic,
and political upliftment
of the OBC community
in J&K.

He said that the resi-
dential areas of OBC
are underdeveloped.
They mostly go outside
J&K to work as labour-
ers because of poor
chances of employment
in their home districts, or
region.

He therefore demand-
ed that the Govt of India
should seriously look into
the issues of the OBC
and formulate a policy
for improvement promo-
tion of education among
the youth and employ-
ment to them by provid-
ing them opportunity to
get skilled courses.

Meanwhile, Bhagat
Ram expressed his grat-
itude towards the Apni
Party President Syed
Mohamed Altaf Bukhari
sahib for putting faith in
him and appointing him
as State Coordinator of
OBC Wing J&K.

He assured that he
would work for the OBC
and educate the com-
munity about their rights

in reference to the poli-
cies of development and
empowerment of the
Apni Party.

Besides, President,
Vishvakarma Sabha,
Shashi Verma also
spoke on the occasion
and highlighted various
issues.

Provincial Vice Presi-
dent, Shafi Sheikh,
State Coordinator SC
Wing, Bodh Raj Bhagat,
Provincial President
Jammu, Youth Wing,
Vipul Bali, Provincial
President Women
Wing, Jammu, Pavneet
Kour, District President,
Udhampur, Ramban,
Hans Raj Dogra, District
Vice President Jammu
Urban, Vaibhav Mattoo,
Provincial Secretary
Youth Wing, Vishal
Jotshi, Provincial Gen-
eral Secretary Legal
Cell, Kuldeep Sudan,
District President Legal
Cell, Gorab Sharma,
District President SC
Wing, Puran Chand
Rahi, District Secretary
Youth Wing, Abhinav
Gupta, and others were
present on the occasion

Dogri Sanstha organized ‘Ek

Malati’ with Prakash Premi

e
TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18: Dogri
Sanstha Jammu orga-
nized ‘Ek Malati’ with
prominent Dogri writer
Prakash Premi in a
simple but an impres-
sive function organized
at Dogri Sanstha, Dogri
Bhawan, Karan Nagar
Jammu.

The program was
presided over by Prof.
Lalit Magotra, President
Dogri Sanstha Jammu
whereas Rajeshwar
Singh ‘Raju’, General
Secretary of Dogri
Sanstha anchored the
program.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Prakash
Premi is an eminent
Dogri and Hindi poet,
critic, short story writer,
satirist, translator and
scholar with many
books to his credit that
include epic ‘Bedhan
Dharti Di’ for which he
was awarded presti-
gious Sahitya Akademi
award in Dogri in 1987
and was also awarded
with Translation award
in 2010 for translating
Punjabi novel ‘Dehri
Da Dia’ written by Dr.
Gurdyal Singh in Dogri.
With his colossal con-
tributions in the field of
literature, he has carved
a niche in literary arena.

During the program,
he spoke at length
about his journey as a
writer and also interact-
ed with the litterateurs

and literature lovers
present in quite a good
number and replied to
their queries related to
his life and contributions
in literature.

Prof. Lalit Magotra,
in his speech, said
that Dogri language
is blessed with the lit-
terateurs of the caliber
of Prakash Premi. With
his writings in different
genres Dogri literature
is enriched. He advised
that the writers who
wish to pen down good
literature should seek
lessons from him, who
is so dedicated and
devoted to writing even
at this age.

Rajeshwar Singh
‘Raju’ while introducing
the celebrated writer
to auspicious gather-
ing and conducting the
program said that Dogri
Sanstha has again
started this very popular
program of ‘Ek Malati’
with the sole purpose of
exchange of thoughts
between the literature
lovers and personalities
which will in fact inspire
others to follow their
footsteps. Such interac-
tions are inspiring ones
and Prakash Premi is a
role model for many.

The program was
attended by many lit-
terateurs from other
languages and literature
lovers including family
members of Prakash
Premi also.

New India, New J ammu Kashmir is reality under PM Modi: MP Khatana

TOP NEWS REPORT

RAJOURI, Jun 18: As
part of BJP outreach
programme on comple-
tion of nine years of
PM Narendra Modi led
govt, MP Rajya Sabha
Er. Gulam Ali Khatana
today conducted "Sam-
park Se Samarthan",
beneficiaries meet
campaign and Sanyukt
Morcha Sammelan in
remote and backward
areas of Bakori, Peedi,
Budhal and border town
of Rajouri.

A large number of
people also joined BJP
on the occasion and
affirmed their faith in the
policies and programmes
of Modi governemnt.

Addressing impressive
gatherings here, Gulam

Ali said that under PM
Modi, new India and
New Jammu kashmir is
a reality now. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has
enhanced the reputation
of India across world
while giving special focus
for the upliftment of poor
downtrodden people and
backward areas. He said

that if one visits Jammu
and Kashmir or other
parts of the country, one
won't believe the devel-
opmental strides in the
last nine years. The road
infrastructure, business
opportunities, healthcare,
roads, railways and other
areas have witnessed a
complete transformation.

Govt of India has provid-
ed free ration to 82 crore
souls, introduced new
and innovative ideas
like Make in India, Start-
ups, borders have been
secured and corruption
has decreased to a large
extent; and if Rs. 100 are
released for common
man, it reaches to the

bottom, he said adding
the DBT(Direct benefit
transfer) has made it
sure that the benefits are
reaped by all.

Er. Gulam Ali said that
border districts of Rajouri
and Poonch have been
neglected by the previ-
ous regimes and people
from these districts go
as far as Saudi Arabia
for labour work in the
absence of any employ-
ment opportunities in
the area. Lashing out
against National Confer-
ence, Cong and PDP, he
said that power brokers
of these parties took
advantage of the inno-
cent people of the area
and considered political
power as their ancestral
property and empowered
their own family only.

“Look at their properties,
family members are all
high ranking employees
while the fate of common
man is as it is,” said MP
Khatana adding, “they
are moving in Audi and
Mercedes cars while the
common man is travel-
ling on foot.”

He urged the people to
strengthen the hands of
BJP and PM Modi for a
progressive and devel-
oped India.

Prominent among
others who accompanied
were Jugal Dogra, Dev
Raj Sharma, Romesh
Chander, Capt. Baldev
Singh, Amit Sharma,
Nazir Mohd, Bikram
Singh, Manzoor Naik,
Pervaiz Malik, Jarnail
Singh, Sher ud Din and
Mohd Younis.

Pakistan targetlng youths in J&K by smuggling drugs:

TOP NEWS REPORT

ARNIA, Jun 18: Shiv
Sena Hindustan Jammu
and Kashmir President
Pandit Rajesh Kesari
today framed a new unit
of men and women in
Mukam Kotha of Arnia
Block, in which dozens
of people joined Shiv
Sena Hindustan. On
this occasion, Bharat
Bhushan appointed
President Balkar Ram,
Vice President Rajku-
mar, Chairman Darshan
Lal made secretary,
Karan Kumar, cashier
Sachin and Ratan were
made active members.
Similarly Darshana Devi
made President, Rekha
Devi, Vice-President,
Seema Devi, Chairman
and Rajni Devi, Secre-
tary.

Addressing office bear-
ers and new entrants into
party fold, Kesri said that
Shiv Sena has only one
aim of going to every
village of India, espe-
cially in the border areas

to help youth get r|d of
drugs which has become
huge nuisance. Wheth-
er it is a fact that many
narco smugglers are
involved across the Indo-
Pak border in the illicit
drug trafficking through
new innovative ways due
to which it is becoming
impossible to trap the
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culprlts, said Kesri. He
said close coordination
and liaison should be
maintained with local
police for synergizing the
efforts in intercepting and
checking the smuggling
activities in hinterland.
Kesri further said
that our security forces
have been successful in

=

countering and checking
modus operandi of drugs
traffickers in an effective
manner. However, the
smugglers do continue to
innovate in their attempts
to further their activities
but our security agencies
should make conscious
efforts to update and
upgrade in commensura-

tion to latest modus ope-
randi adopted by smug-
glers by educating the
troops and reviewing the
domination strategies at
cutting edge level to curb
such attempts.

Kesri accused Pakistan
of targeting youth in J&K
by smuggling drugs.
Calling it a proxy war
against J&K, Kesri said,
"The drugs are coming
from Pakistan and it is
becoming a challenge
for us to control the drug
supply". He added, "It's
a matter of "do or die"
for us. Our children and
youngsters are becom-
ing increasingly addicted
to drugs". The consistent
seizure of heroin brings
to the fore the fact that
drug peddlers in Paki-
stan are active and are
desperately trying to
push heroin into India.

Kesri claimed that Paki-
stan is not only damag-
ing the youth of J&K but
also earning millions of
rupees that are eventu-
ally being used to insti-

Rajesh

gate terrorism in Kashmir
as well as other parts of
India. He observed that
the trend that has been
happening for the last
10-15 years has reached
epidemic proportions
over the last couple of
years.

“This is very danger-
ous because the link-
age between the nar-
cotics and terrorism is
an established one and
from the Pakistani point
of view it's a stone that
kills a couple of birds in
one shot," said Kesri.

"This kind of nar-
cotic trafficking cannot
happen without authori-
ties in Pakistan and with
authorities | mean the
Pakistani military estab-
lishment partaking in this
entire process," under-
lined Kesri.

Prominent among
those present on the
occasion include Suresh
Kumar, Rajkumar Dar-
shana Devi, Rajni Devi,
Anju Bala, Poli Devi
besides others.
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EDITORIAL

FUTURE OF MANKIND

he speed with which the politi-
Tcal landscape has changed and
regimes havl tottered during

the last decade makes the business
of forecasting future of mankind a
very hazardous venture. But haz-
ards always lend a spirit of adventure
to a pursuit and make it an exciting
and worthwhile task for men of spirit.
The thoroughgoing transformation
that has occurred in the orientation of
perception and behaviour of men of
affairs throughout the world, particular-
ly in the hitherto communist regimes,
has also unambiguously demonstrat-
ed the futility of reductionist ideolo-
gies to either bring about or predict
a change in the destiny of nations.
Had he been alive to see this day, he
would have felt relieved and fulfilled
watching his predictions of a gloomy
future for mankind go wrong. It is not
the force of arms and nuclear weap-
ons which has eliminated one of the
superpowers from the world stage. It
is the arrogance of human beings to
presume to determine the course of
human destiny which has received a
lethal blow. Howsoever autocratic and
powerful a regime may be, it can only
restrain the bodies of men; it cannot
hope to shut the minds or extinguish
the desires of men. The disintegration
of the Soviet Union is by no means
a victory of capitalism over commu-
nism; it is a decisive victory of forces
of consumerism over the forces
of Utopian communist ideology.
Consumerism is proceeding relent-
lessly on its inexorable march
adding substantially to the number
of its adherents. The new recruits
are mostly from the orient which for
centuries had been identified with a
disdain for material pursuits. Just as
the producers of goods and services
had fashioned the world for a hundred
years since 1850 according to their
desires, the world since 1950 has
been made in the image of consumers.
The communist and sociologist ide-
ologies have played a much more
significant role in fashioning the elec-
toral fortunes of political contend-
ers than the fortunes of people who
were destined to live and work under
communist regimes. The ideologies
are potent weapons in the hands of
agitationists and the proponents of
change. They are a liability, and more
often a disability, in the hands of the
rulers who, before they proceed to
do any good to the people, have first
of all to secure and perpetuate their
stranglehold on instruments of power.
Bureaucracies cannot be ener-
gised by doctrines, howsoever lofty
these may be. They run with their
own momentum and stagnate due
to their own inertia as they negoti-
ate self interest and public interest
respectively. The record of bureau-
cracies does no credit to the commu-
nist regimes. The children of commu-
nist bureaucrats have had differential
access to higher education, luxuries,
living conditions and job opportuni-
ties just as the children of civil ser-
vants have in capitalist regimes.
The managers of public sector in
socialist countries enjoy almost the
same privileges and service condi-
tions as those of the so called capi-
talist countries. The lure of the lucre
is in no way less strong among the
people living in the eastern rather
than the western part of the globe.

Protests, and how to handle them: A wake-up call for all governments

By: Anita Anand

rowing up in rural West
‘ Bengal, I first encoun-
tered protests when I
heard the word “gherao”, which
literally means “to encircle”. In
the mid-1960s labour activists,
union leaders and workers,
wanting improved working
conditions, better pay and ben-
efits, would surround a person
in authority and/or a building
until their demands were met.

These protests, in different
forms and by diverse groups,
continued into the late 1960s and
early 1970s when I was a student
and later, working in Kolkata.
Almost every day there would
be a protest, a demonstration,
a march, a sit-in, to get the gov-
ernment to pay attention to the
protesters” demands. Often there
were “bandhs”, which meant the
entire city shut down.

Gherao, as a word and as a con-
cept, took on such importance
that it was added to the Concise
Oxford English Dictionary in
2004, “Gherao: n (pl. gheraos).
Indian; a protest in which work-
ers prevent employers leaving
a place of work until demands
are met”.

In India, protests are legal
under the exercise of two funda-
mental rights: freedom of speech
and expression under Article 19
(1)(a) of the Constitution and the
freedom to assemble peacefully
under Article 19 (1)(b). India has
an extended history of protests
and as a nation was born out of
civil disobedience movements in
the struggle for an independent
country, free from the British
colonisers.

Indian citizens, disenfran-
chised groups with little politi-
cal, economic, social or religious

Who's

By: Shreya Sen-Handley

emember the bewilderment

of the Three Bears coming

home to the mess Goldi-
locks had made in their woodland
cottage? Wouldn’t you feel just
as upset if your sleeping arrange-
ments had been changed without
your consent?

Our guards are down in our
sleep, rendering us vulnerable
and afraid. We are also very
dependent on it for our mental
wellbeing and health.

In Kolkata this month, where
the temperature is hovering near
forty, sleep is proving elusive for
many. My septuagenarian par-
ents, who are like Jack Sprat and
his wife, are facing a quandary.
My mother likes the AC on in the
summer, but my father is con-
vinced it makes him ill. And yet,
though she’s struggling to sleep
without it, she refuses to desert his
side for the comforts of the spare
bedroom. This isn’t from an exces-
sive attachment on my mother’s
part, but is, in fact, about love. My
father sometimes has epileptic sei-
zures at night, so my mum insists
on sleeping by his side.

Love and sleeping arrangements
have always gone hand in hand.
We ‘sleep together” in every sense
of the phrase when we get hitched.
But sleeping habits have as much
to do with health, history, culture
and economics.

The size of our beds has grown
over the ages, and that’s as much
about evolution as it is about socio-
economics. Humans are larger
today than at any other time in
history, having soared four inches
in height in prosperous countries
in the last century. Breadthwise
too there’s been abundant efflo-
rescence, with global obesity tri-

influence, take to the streets in
various forms of protest when
they feel they are not being
heard. The fundamental right of
freedom of speech and expres-
sion means citizens can express
themselves, in peaceful ways.
Sometimes, protesters -- when
they think they are not being
heard -- may resort to violence.
Or, even if they are committed
to non-violence, other anti-social
elements see it as an opportunity
to riot and loot.

Two recent and substantial
protests in India were against
the Central government’s pro-
posed policies or policies adopt-
ed without sufficient interaction
with the concerned parties: the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and the three farm bills
(that were subsequently with-
drawn). Other protests focus on
violence against women, student
and minority rights.

In December 2019, the govern-
ment proceeded to enact the
CAA, which amended India’s
citizenship law to accept illegal
migrants - Hindus, Sikhs, Jains,
Parsis, Buddhists, and Christians
-- from neighbouring Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh and Pakistan,
and those who entered India
before 2014, following religious
persecution. Excluded from
these categories were Muslims
and other communities who
were refugees -- the Sri Lankan
Tamils in India, Rohingyas from
Myanmar and Tibetan refugees.
Under the CAA, a National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) was to be
an official record of all legal citi-
zens of India. Individuals would
need to provide a prescribed set
of documents before a specified
cutoff date to be included in
it. There were protests all over
the country and sit-ins in New

pling in the last five decades.

Yet, peek into one of the many
beautifully preserved historic
homes in Britain, and the beds you
see are bijou for other reasons. The
Tudors slept sitting up because of
the range of respiratory diseases
prevalent. As a result, headboards
were essential but reclining space,
not so much.

Did you also know that folk in
the middle-ages rarely slept eight
hours at a stretch? That it is the
bare minimum anyone needs is a
modern belief. With electricity a
distant dream, medieval people
went to bed at sundown, get-
ting up in the wee hours to do
their chores — feed livestock, go
to church — before diving back
under the covers for another shift.
In the hotter countries even today,
be it India or Spain, it isn’t consid-
ered unhealthy to break up your
sleep into an afternoon siesta and
a nighttime stint.

Talking of cultural differences
in sleeping, Indian families can
snooze very differently to their
Western counterparts. Although
the gulf is not as wide as the
strident film Mrs. Chatterjee vs.
Norway would have you believe,

Delhi, over the obvious target-
ing of Muslims and activists. To
the government’s advantage,
these were disbanded due to
the Covid-19 pandemic and the
subsequent lockdown in March
2020. This year, the government
has yet to frame the rules for the
CAA.

The 2020-2021 farmers’ pro-
test was a response to the three
farm laws acts passed by Par-
liament in September 2020.
Often called the farm bills, they
were described as “anti-farmer
laws” by many farmers’ unions.
On November 20, 2020, an all-
India 24-hour general strike was
called, and an estimated 250 mil-
lion people around the subcon-
tinent participated in solidarity.
A year later, in November 2021,
the Union government moved to
repeal the laws.

These two recent protests high-
light the lack of public discus-
sion and inclusion of the affected
parties by the government in
designing policy. The protest-
ers must resort to various meth-
ods to get the attention of the
government and the public. The
government responds by stall-
ing the protesters, appeasing
them with promises, and using
the police force to threaten and
demoralise them.

The blocked roads, closed
shops, traffic jams and calls for
day-long shutdowns and strikes
are bad for the economy, public
morale and the government’s
image.

Unlike protests of the past,
today the Internet and the social
media have enabled protesters to
garner support, locally, region-
ally, nationally and globally. The
two large and recent protests
-- the three farm bills and the
CAA -- have brought criticism

been sleeping in my be

co-sleeping with your children
is undoubtedly discouraged in
colder climes, where you’'d imag-
ine huddling together to be com-
monplace.

If concerns over paedophilia
drive the unease around it, it is
also about drinking habits. The
more alcohol you consume, the
more dangerous it is to have
your baby in your bed, whom
you might suffocate or crush in
your sleep. I'm guessing this is a
smaller problem for cultures that
drink less.

As an Ingo-Bongo family our-
selves, we chose to take a page
out of the best practices of both
worlds; we co-slept when our
children’s tender age or ill-health,
and our own ability to stay alert or
take necessary precautions, made
it appropriate. But they also slept
in their own beds from early on,
because as they develop, children
need their own space, including
at night.

Some co-sleeping with children
is understandably down to space
and financial constraints. Bunk
beds don’t work in rooms with
ceiling fans, for example, as we
found out on our return to Cal-

of the policies and the govern-
ment’s handling of the protests.
Excessive violence by the police
violates the fundamental rights
of citizens to protest. Deliber-
ate disinformation campaigns
by the government to discredit
the protesters is shameful and
unfortunate. With smartphones,
WhatsApp and Twitter, these
incidents can be recorded and
circulated.

The right to protest is a protec-
tion of citizens’ social, political,
economic and cultural rights.
Policies which are proposed and
passed without the due process
of law that discriminate against
vulnerable groups will draw
protests. The government sees
protests as inconveniences to
be handled and controlled and
threats to be removed, and does
not seem to believe in the basic
tenet of democracy - participa-
tion by the people.

In India and globally, govern-
ments can expect more protests
as people’s needs are unfulfilled.
Shrinking economies, internal
and external conflicts, migra-
tion, joblessness, all mean more
conflict. According to its global
protest tracker, carnegieendow-
ment.org reports that since 2017
there have been over 400 signifi-
cant anti-government protests;
in 132 countries significant pro-
tests; 23 per cent lasted over
three months and of these, 135
were significant economic anti-
government protests.

Governments, especially dem-
ocratic ones, have a choice. They
can either become more partici-
patory while designing policy,
seek ways to reduce inequality
and promote justice, or face the
consequences of increasing pro-
tests by their citizens.

d?

cutta from Manila when we were
children. Settling back in, sleeping
space for the four of us consisted
of one master bedroom, and one
cupboard-sized children’s room.
For the latter, our parents lov-
ingly bought us bunk beds — a
ton of fun till Teddy lost his head!
Teddy, being a toy bear, could be
patched together again, but one of
us had to relocate as well, to a cot
by our parents’ bed, till the house
was extended.

Traditionally, the seriously rich,
had not only separate bedrooms
for spouses, but depending on
their wealth, separate wings
in their homes, even different
houses! You would’ve seen it on
Emmy-winning Downton Abbey
if you haven’t anywhere else,
where Lord Grantham was sent
back to his own bedroom from his
wife’s, every time he disgraced
himself. The conjugal arrange-
ment of successful pair, film direc-
tor Tim Burton and actress Helena
Bonham Carter was interesting
as well. Buying two houses side
by side in London, and carving
a passage between, they ‘lived
together” happily over a decade.
The distance between partners at
night, obviously, is as much about
the fullness of our love as our wal-
lets!

Yet, tight squeezes can be a bless-
ing, like when our children, each
with their own room, still occa-
sionally crash into bed with us on
weekend mornings, if only to prod
us awake. That our adored canine
kiddie, shedding hair and track-
ing mud in, has never tried it, is
equally a relief. Best of all are our
weekly family movie evenings,
when we grab our popcorn and
slushies and pile onto a sofa into
which we now barely fit. In these
instances, furbaby too jumps in!
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senior Citizens of Talah Tillo listen to PM
Modi's Mann Ki Baat

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18:
Senior Citizens of
Anand Vihar Bohri Talab
Tillo today organised
Programme to Listen
102nd Episode of Mann
Ki Baat of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
in which BJP Talab
Tillo Mandal President
Keshav Chopra was
invited as Chief Guest .

The Programme was
organised by BJP Dis-
trict Jammu Employ-
ees, Teacher and Edu-
cation Cell Convenor
Krishan Lal Sharma
(Rtd H.R Regional
Manager JK Grameen
Bank). Keshav Chopra
was also felicitated by
senior citizens.

Prime Minister Modi
highlighted Several
important issues relat-
ed to common man, he
talked about tiny squir-
rel from the Ramayana,

who came up to build
Ram Setu and said
that if you have honest
in your efforts no goal
remains insurmount-
able Modi added, he
congratulated Athletes
of the Country,

Modi also talked about
the June 25th 1975
when the Emergency
was imposed in the
Country, he asked the

Youths to read the Book
Torture of Political Pris-
oners of India written on
the the Atrocities being
faced by the Political
Prisoners during Emer-
gency time.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Keshav Chopra
appreciated Prime
Minister Modi for his
Mann Ki Baat and said
that its the best way to

communicate with the
People of the Country,
PM always encourage
the work of the People
of J&K, this time he
talked about Ishrat
Nabi a graduate from
Baramula and Abid
Hussain from Sopore,
who started dairy farm
and worked to increase
the Production of Milk,
Keshav also thanked

the attendees for invit-
ing and Felicitating him.

Krishan Lal Sharma
conducted proceed-
ings of the Programme
also Presented vote of
thanks

R.K Matoo (Rtd Act
Officer BSNL), Dr Dhani
Ram ( Rtd Prof), Jag-
dish Raj (Rtd Master),
Jia Lal Koul (Rtd Engi-
neer PHE), Lal Singh
( Rtd Inspector JKP),
Sharmila Khajuria
(Rtd A.R SKUAST),
Surinder Singh ( Rtd
Chief Manager), Vijay
Sharma (Rtd Bank
Officer), Satpaul Kha-
juria (Rtd Food Supply
Officer), K. K Sharma
(Social Worker), Kul-
bushan Gupta, Swaran
Singh ( Rtd Bank Offi-
cer), Romesh Sharma
(Rtd AGM FCI), Ram
Parsad ( Rtd Officer),
Rakesh Verma, Parul
Sharma and others
were also Presented.

Madhu Paramhans Maharaj enlightens Sangat
with profound discourses on Vedas, Kabir Sahib

TOP NEWS REPORT

RANJDI, Jun18:
Today, in Ranjdi, the
revered Sadguru of
Sahib Bandgi, Madhu
Paramhans Ji Maharaj,
captivated the Sangat
from all corners of the
country with his enlight-
ening discourses. Maha-
raj emphasized the sig-
nificance of the Vedas,
which depict the formless
form of God and convey
the message that there
is something beyond our
current understanding.

Reflecting on human
culture, Maharaj
acknowledged that India
holds a special place as
the birthplace of civili-
zation, with its rich his-
tory and excellent way
of life. He explained that
India was the first home
to mankind, while other
regions were either cov-
ered in snow, forests,
deserts, or considered
distant territories. Maha-
raj further emphasized
that Indians have spread

to every corner of the
world, demonstrating the
global impact of Indian
culture.

Addressing the cel-
ebration of India’s inde-
pendence, Maharaj high-
lighted the exponential
growth of the world pop-
ulation over the years.
He expressed that the
formless God proclaimed
in the Vedas and the cor-
poreal God proclaimed
in the Samaveda have
been integral to our
understanding, but the
teachings of Kabir Sahib
provided further insights
and emphasized the
absence of holocausts.

Regarding the poten-
tial doomsday scenario,

Maharaj referred to
scientific research on
black holes, stating that
they serve as the basis
of creation and gradu-
ally consume planets
and their energy. How-
ever, he emphasized
that the current stage of
Earth’s existence does
not permit its immediate
consumption. Maharaj
explained the cycle of
destruction and recre-
ation, as witnessed by
ancient seers like Kak-
bhushundi.

Maharaj clarified that
while the Vedas hold
beliefs in both the form-
less and corporeal God,
Kabir Sahib’s teachings
transcend these beliefs
and offer insights into
the realm of Satya Lok
(the immortal world). He
dispelled any miscon-
ceptions surrounding
Kabir Sahib’s image and
reiterated his purpose of
guiding souls towards
enlightenment and the
eternal realm.

HSC Delhi conducts entrance exam for coaching

course civil services at Wings Ek Udaan Jammu

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18: Along
side nation, Hamdard
Study Circle(HSC) Delhi
conducted entrance
examination for coach-
ing courses for Civil
Services at Wings Ek
Udaan(Institute) suc-
cessfully on Saturday.

Nearly 200 aspirants of
civil services from vari-
ous districts of Jammu
and Kashmir took part
in the examination.

The examination
encompassed three
distinct phases like Gen-
eral Studies (GS), Essay
and Civil Services Apti-
tude Test (CSAT). The
examination rigorously
evaluated candidate's
knowledge, critical think-
ing abilities and analyti-
cal skills which are the
crucial elements for suc-
cess in the civil services.

Wings IAS, widely rec-
ognized for its compre-
hensive coaching pro-
grams and experienced
faculty, provided a con-
ducive environment for
the aspirants to exhibit
their talents and com-

pete at the highest level.

"The academy's
unwavering commit-
ment to excellence and
student welfare was
evident throughout the
examination process,
ensuring fairness and
transparency in evaluat-
ing the candidates' per-
formance," told Shoib
Fani Director Wings Ek
Udaan.

While expressing
utmost satisfaction with
the smooth conduct
of the HSC Entrance
Exam, he conveyed
his delight, stating, "We
are thrilled to have suc-
cessfully organized the
HSC Entrance Exam
at our academy. The

overwhelming response
from aspiring candidates
in Jammu and nearby
districts is a testimony
about the trust they have
in Roots IAS Academy.
We firmly believe in
nurturing and guiding
talented individuals
towards their aspira-
tions of serving the
nation through the civil
services."

"The participants
displayed remarkable
dedication and perse-
verance throughout the
examination, impressing
the evaluators with their
profound knowledge
and well-structured
responses. Their hard
work and determination

have set an exception-
ally high benchmark for
future aspirants in the
civil services domain,"
he further added.

He also said that Wings
IAS remains steadfast in
its mission to empower
aspiring civil servants,
equipping them with
the necessary tools and
guidance to excel in
their endeavors with an
established track record
of success.

"The academy contin-
ues to be the preferred
destination for candi-
dates seeking top-qual-
ity civil services coach-
ing," he emphasised.

Mahendra Singh, All
India Rank 50 UPSC
CSE 2022 also visited
the centre and held one
on one mentorship ses-
sion with the candidates.

It was further informed
that Wings IAS has
now collaborated with
SUNYA IAS Delhi and
brought Delhi ecosys-
tem of Civil Services
Preparation to the door
steps of Aspirants in
J&K.

Divya Jain urges women folk to support

PM Modi for eqmtable development

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, June 18:
Divya Jain, President
BJP Mahila Morcha
Jammu South, organ-
ised a program under
the ongoing Jan Sam-
park Abhiyan here today.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Divya Jain high-
lighted the schemes and
programmes initiated by
the Modi government,
including Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao, Sukan-
ya Samriddhi Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana and others. The
aforesaid schemes have
played an essential role
in empowering women
and helping them
become self-reliant, she
added.

The BJP leader
encouraged women
from all walks of life to
come forward and make
use of the opportuni-
ties provided by these
schemes to improve
their lives and contribute
to the growth and devel-
opment of the nation.

Divya Jain asserted
that there is a sense of
positivity among women
as the schemes of suc-
cessive governments

had never reached
the masses. Even the
former late PM Rajiv
Gandhi had himself
admitted that only 15
paise of a rupee from
Delhi reaches villages,
and 85 paise disap-
pears, she added.

The participating
women shared their
personal experiences
of how these schemes
have helped them
and their families and
expressed their willing-
ness to spread aware-
ness and encourage
others to make use of
them. They expressed
gratitude to PM Modi
for empowering women
and hoped that the BJP

would return to power at
the Centre by winning
the maximum number of
seats in the impending
Lok Sabha polls in 2024.
In the meeting, San-
geeta Sharma, Presi-
dent Kunjwani Mandal,
organised a gathering
with the beneficiaries of
Self Help Groups. The
meeting was attended by
Meet Sharma, Poonam
Dogra, Shivali Gupta,
and Bhushan Sharma.
They discussed the ben-
efits of self-help groups
and how they have been
instrumental in empow-
ering women in various
parts of the country.
Divya Jain reaffirmed
the BJP's commitment

to the welfare of women
and highlighted the par-
ty's efforts towards their
upliftment. She asserted
her continued supportin
empowering women in
the union Territory and
urged the women pres-
ent to avail the benefit
of most of the schemes
launched by the Modi
government and con-
tribute towards nation-
building.

The BJP leader urged
the women of Jammu
and Kashmir to sup-
port and strengthen
the hands of PM Modi
in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls for the equi-
table development of the
Union Territory.

BJP leaders, public listen to 102nd
Episode of Mann K| Baat by PM Mod|

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18: Braham Jyot
Satti, Senior leader and Incharge
BJP OBC Morcha Jammu Kash-
mir, along with BJP leaders and
prominent individuals, gathered at
Kabir Basti Jammu to listen to the
102nd edition of “Mann Ki Baat”
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The program was organized by

Ashok Salgotra.

The esteemed gathering includ-
ed Sunil Prajapati (President BJP
OBC Morcha Jammu Kashmir),
Dr. Akshay (Councillor), Raman
Sharma (Mandal President BJP),
Ashok Salgotra (District President
OBC), Perveen Badyal (District
Vice President OBC), Ved Kumar
(District Vice President OBC), Raj
Kumar (District Secretary OBC),
Rajesh Mehra (District Secretary
OBC), Rakesh Pandey Vicky
(Mandal President Amphala),
Sanjay Verma (Mandal Presi-
dent Bakshi Nagar OBC), Omkar
Verma (Mandal President Talab
Tillo OBC), Pawan Verma (Mandal
Vice President OBC), and local

residents.

During the episode, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi announced
the theme for this year’s Interna-
tional Yoga Day, which is ‘Yoga
for Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,’
meaning ‘Yoga for the Welfare of
All as One World-One Family.’ He
highlighted the inclusive spirit of

everyone.

India.

Yoga, which unites and embraces

PM Modi also discussed the
government’s goal of eradicating
tuberculosis (TB) by 2025, men-
tioning the Pradhan Mantri TB
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (Ni-kshay
Mitra Initiative) implemented by the
Ministry of Health & Family Wel-
fare to combat the disease.

Referring to the upcoming Rath
Yatra, PM Modi commended the
nationwide participation in these
processions, stating that they
exemplify both deep faith and the
spirit of ‘Ek Bharat- Shreshtha
Bharat,” a united and exemplary

The Prime Minister also touched
upon the dark phase of the emer-
gency imposed in the country in
the 1970s, emphasizing the impor-
tance of democracy and recalling
the sacrifices made by millions

who opposed the emergency.

He applauded the achievements
of dairy farmers in Baramulla
and recognized the accomplish-
ments of sports personalities from
Jammu Kashmir.

Braham Jyot Satti provided a
summary of the entire episode to
the public, expressing his appre-
ciation for the rapid growth of India
under the dynamic leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He praised the people of Jammu
Kashmir for their entrepreneurial
spirit in the field of dairy products,
which has contributed to their liveli-

hood and economic progress.

Satti extended his gratitude to
Ashok Salgotra and commended
the dedication and service of every
BJP worker, emphasizing their
commitment to serving humanity
at the grassroots level.

2-Day Tawi Darshan Festival
concludes in Dudu

TOP NEWS REPORT

UDHAMPUR, Jun 18:
Tawi darshan which
has its religious lean-
ings with Suryaputri ,
was being celebrated
on 15th and 16th June
at village shallu, Dudu
of district Udhampur in
Jammu & Kashmir.

River Tawi considered
to be pious by Hindu
devotees , flows from
all the way from Kapilas
Kund (Upper reaches)
of Dudu area in district
Udhampur to onward
journey to Jammu and
finally merges with con-
fluence of rivers with
Chanderbhaga and
onwards rivers Jhelum
and Sind in POK.

A prominent social
and cultural organiza-
tion PEACE which con-
ceived the idea of Tawi
Darshan in 2019 orga-
nized this annual event
in collaboration with
Directorate of Tourism
Jammu . On first day ,
the festival was inaugrat-
ed by Sub District Mag-

istrate Dudu Kulraj singh
(KAS), BDC Chairmain
Darshan Lal , Presi-
dent PEACE Narinder
Sharma Tehsildar Latti
, SH. Parandeep Singh
( KAS) , SHO Dudu ,
Sh . Tanvinder Singh ,
ZEO Dudu , Naib Teh-
sildar Latti , Naib Teh-
sildar Dudu , Sarpanch
Dudu Sh . Dev Raj
Bhagat , Naib sarpanch
Sh . Kans Raj Sharma
, Babu Abdul Rehman ,
Ursman , Nasar Imran
and others.

After inaugurating
the festival , the pious
jyoti of Maa Suryaputri
was taken to Chandi
Mata mandir across
the river Tawi in shape
of religious procession
. Abhishek and puja
of Suryaputri was per-
formed at right bank
of river Tawi by guests
amidst chanting of
Vedic Shlokas by San-
skrit Scholars . Colorful
cultural items were also
presented by students
and local folk groups .

Later on oath was also
taken by participants to
save water and cleanli-
ness of river Suryaputri
. While speaking SDM
Dudu said that we are
delighted to organise
Tawi Darshan in village
Dudu today . Tawi also
known as Suryaputri
is a symbol of identity
for people of Jammu
region.

To bring the entire area
along with the adjoining
tourist destinations like
Latti , Sudmahadev ,
Gaurikund Mantalai etc
under the tourist map is
a main concern of the
Govt. He also thanked
the PEACE organiza-
tion to organize such an
event to aware the Jam-
muites about the origin
of River Tawi.

While welcoming the
guests and local public
, President PEACE
Narinder Sharma said
that Tawi Darshan
was our dream project
and hope that govt will
develop this area on pri-

ority as it has immense
potential tonattract tour-
ist from country and
even outside also . He
also thanked the tour-
ism department for con-
struction work of bathing
ghats in village Shallu.
He also extended grati-
tude towards other
departments and local
people to make this
event a success.

On second day, |.e 16th
June the local dangal
committee organised a
grand wrestling (dangal)
in village Dudu . Promi-
nent Pahalwans from
district Kathua, Reasi,
Ramban, Doda, Jammu
and Udhampur partici-
pated. For Baddi Malli
the contest was between
Amam of Jammu and
Babloo from Dudu Bas-
antgarh area . The said
Malli for Rs. 31,000 went
in favour of Pahalwan
Babloo. 53 events were
there in this Dangal. A
social worker and local
Lakdi Raj Kumar gave
final decision.
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‘Adipurush’ has been criticised for its VFX, script, design and direction

The latest release ‘Adipuru-
sh’, starring Prabhas and Kiriti
Sanon, has garnered a lot of
flak on social media for its VFX,
script, design and direction, but
one of the things that netizens
have been particularly ruthless
in their criticism about is its dia-
logues.

Dialogues specifically regard-
ing the Lanka Dahan scene
where Lord Hanuman is heard
mouthing the lines “jalegi bhi
tere baap ki” to Meghnad.

A day after its release, Twit-
terati erupted with criticism and
relentless trolling of the dia-
logues which most termed as
“tapori” and “chapri” which do
not fit the nature or the stature
that one associates with Valmi-
ki’s legendary epic Ramayana.

A user wrote: “Of the Lanka
Dahan scene, Ravana’s son
lights up Hanuman ji Tail: Jali
na.. Abhi to aur jalegi. Jiski jalti
hai wahi janta hai.” “Hanuman

ji: Kapda tere baap ka. Tel tere
baap ka. Aag bhi tere baap
ki. Toh jalegi bhi tere baap ki.
The dialogue writing is so hor-
rible! “ Another user said: “Not
expected this type of chappari
language.” One netizen said the
dialogue “Jalegi tere baap ki” in
‘Adipurush’ has apparently been
copied from a ‘Kumar Vishwas’

show’ and posted a clip of the
same.

“Kapda tere baap ka, Tel tere
baap ka, Aag bhi tere baap ki,
aur jalegi bhi tere baap ki a
“Bajrangbali’s dialogue in Aadi-
purush Movie What nonsense!!”
a user seemed angry.

An angry netizen wrote: “A
#Adipurush is an insult to Rama-

yan as we know it.” “#Why make
Hanuman talk trash like this?”
asked another user.

“vfx, looks kuch bhi theek
nahi.. koi emotions hi nahi. Upar
se ‘jalegi bhi tere baap ki..’ type
dialogues. Absolutely pathetic,”
a netizen wrote.

Citing their disappointment in
his portrayal, another netizen
wrote: “This is the level of script
we deserve for Hanuman??”
Another tweet said: “Raavan is
from Game of Thrones, Ram is
from Jerusalem, Dialogues are
from Dharavia.”

Others have cited examples
of the portrayal of Lord Hanu-
man, from the Ramanand Sagar
series and the 1990s, Japanese
anime movie ‘The Legend of
Ramayana’ as well as his vari-
ous portrayals from the animat-
ed Hanuman movies and the
Disney+ Hotstar series, which
depict him as both mighty, as
well as wise.

Ameesha Patel surrenders
before Ranchi court in

cheque bounce case

Bollywood actress
Ameesha Patel on
Saturday surrendered
before the Ranchi Civil

Courtin connection with
a cheque bounce case.

Senior division judge
DN Shukla granted her

bail and asked her to
appear before the court
personally again on
June 21. The case dates
back to 2018 when
Jharkhand-based film
producer Ajay Kumar
Singh had registered
a case of fraud and
cheque bounce against
the actress. “Earlier, the
court had issued her
summons many times in
the case but she did not
appear. Later, the court
issued a warrant against
her,” said the complain-
ant’'s advocate Vijaya
Lakshmi Srivastava.

According to the com-
plaint, Singh had trans-
ferred Rs 2.5 crore to
the actor’s bank account
for the production of
a movie titled “Desi
Magic”. Patel, however,
did not proceed with the
film later. She sent a
cheque of Rs 2.50 crore
but it had bounced.

Vijay Deverakonda begins

shooting for ‘VD 12’

Lights, camera and
action! Actor Vijay
Deverakonda has start-
ed shooting for a film
tentatively titled VD 12’
in Hyderabad.

The movie is being
directed by Jersey fame
Gowtam Tinnanuri.

Taking to Instagram,
Vijay dropped a poster
in which he is seen hold-
ing a gun.

“Shoot begins,” the
poster read.

Sree Leela will share
screen space with Vijay.
More details regarding
the project are awaited.

Vijay has also col-
laborated with Mrunal
Thakur for a new film,
which is being helmed
by Parasuram Petla
and is being produced
by Sri Venkateswara
Creations.

Mrunal shared a pic-
ture from the film’s pooja
with Vijay on her Insta-

gram handle and wrote
in the caption, “The first
step in a very exciting
journey...It's my 1st time
working with @sriven-
kateswaracreations and
I’'m really thrilled to be
sharing the screen with
@thedeverakonda..
Can’t wait for the shoot
to begin @parasur-
ampetla #KUMohanan

:’J;,

official

@gopisundar__
#VasuVarma #DilRaju
#Shirish @harshithsri
@hanshithareddy”

The film will have Vasu

Varma as the creative
producer, K.U. Mohan-
an as cinematographer,
Gopi Sunder as music
director with art direction
being handled by A.S.
Prakash.

Akanksha Puri, who
entered the house of
Bigg Boss OTT 2 Satur-
day evening during the
Bigg Boss OTT 2 pre-
miere, has said that she
is single. Last year, she
won the reality show
Mika Di Voti and was
supposed to be dating
the Punjabi rapper.

Akanksha is single

Akanksha Puri made
her grand entry on
Salman Khan’s show
and she told him that
she is single. When host
Salman Khan asked
her if she is married to
the musician, Akank-
sha said that they have
exchanged garlands but
there has been no wed-
ding. She added that
she is single and is “just
friends” with Mika.

Before she declared
her status, Mika shared
his best wishes for her

via a video message.

He also warned her
against fighting too
much inside the house
in the fun-filled and
lovely video message
that Salman played
when Akanksha was in
stage.

Mika and Akanksha

When Mika’s reality
show began last year,
she was not a contes-
tant.

However, Akanksha,
who has been friends
with Mika for a long
time, later joined Mika
Di Vohti as a wild card
entry.

She faced tough com-
petition from co-contes-
tants Prantika Das and
Neet Mahal. Eventually,
Mika chose Akanksha
as his “voti aka bride”.

While they were
expected to get married
within a few months,

Bigg Boss OTT 2 premiere: Akanksha Puri
says she is single, not dating Mika Singh

they did not do so.
When Akanksha was
asked about her mar-
riage plans, she had told
ETimes last year that
she wanted to enjoy the
dating phase in her Ifie.

Akanksha in Bigg Boss
OTT 2

Akanksha also said
on the Bigg Boss OTT
2 premiere stage, “All
these years, there have
been so many specu-
lations around my par-
ticipation. Each year, we
hear that | am going to
be a contestant. Chalo
is saal aa hi gai (So, this
year | became a partici-
pant).”

Akanksha is best
known for her work in
popular television shows
such as the mythologi-
cal serial Vighnaharta
Ganesha in which she
played the pivotal role of
Goddess Parvati.

Larsa Pippen takes a dig at her Real House
wives of Miami co-stars

Real Housewives of
Miami celebrity Larsa
Pippen has called out
co-stars on the show.
Pippen gave an inter-
view on Page Six’s “Vir-
tual Reali-Tea” podcast
and took a dig on her
RHOM mates for shed-
ding fake tears.

“l don’t shed fake
tears like some of us,”
said Pippen in a joint
chat with her boyfriend,
Marcus Jordan.

When asked to pin
point her co-stars who
shed fake tears, Pippen
quipped “The person
that’s calling me fake.”

Notably, Dr. Nicole
Martin and Guerdy
Abraira are the two co-
stars who have labelled
Pippen as the “fakest”
individual in the group.

During season 5,
Martin sent a mirror to
Pippen with the ques-

tion “Mirror, mirror on the
wall — who’s the fakest
of them all?”. Later, Abr-
aira named Pippen as
the fakest star of Miami,
in an interaction with
Page Six’s Valentine’s
Day-themed “Virtual
Reali-Tea Live!” event
in New York City.

Well, s**t. Yeah, it's
going to be Larsa,” said
Abraira.

Later, Pipppen had
taken to Twitter and
responded to Abraira’s
unsavoury comments.
Quoting Page Six’s
report regrading Abrai-
ra’s dig on her, Pippen
wrote “Says the one that
fakes the most tears” fol-
lowed by two laughing
face emajis.

In the latest interview
on Page Six’s “Virtual
Reali-Tea” podcast,
Pippen also talked about

Abraira’s breast cancer
diagnosis.

“I know she’s frustrated

.. dealing with cancer,”
said Pippen.

“But | feel like she’s in
a good place. She has
a great support system.
All of us are here for her.
We love her. I'm hoping
she’s going to handle
it and it’s going to go
away,” she added.

In May, Abraira
revealed onn Instagram
that she was diagnosed
with breast cancer. She
informed her fans that
her doctor broke it to
her with the results of a
routine mammogram.

“I have breast cancer.
It took me a while to
process it all and this is
why | took a break from
social media last month
as many noticed,” wrote
Abraira on Instagram.

Darshan Dave joins &TV’s
show Doosri Maa

Actor Darshan Dave
is set to join the cast
of &TV’s family drama

Doosi Maa. Talking
about his character,
Darshan Dave says,

“My character, Rand-
heer Sharma, will bring
a fresh wave of twists,
turns, and drama. | am
grateful to be able to
play him, as it allows me
to explore the depths
of this unique, layered
character.”

He adds, “Joining the
show has brought me
immense joy. What
makes it even more
exciting is that we are
shooting in my home-
town, Jaipur. My family,
avid viewers of the
show, is eagerly wait-
ing to watch me. How-
ever, | have kept my
character’s details a
secret from them. The
show’s unique concept
has captured the audi-
ence’s attention, and
| am grateful for their
support. The entire
team has been warm
and welcoming.”

Samuel L. Jackson wonders why he has ‘never been to Wakanda’

Hollywood star Samuel L.
Jackson has spoken about
his Marvel tenure. The actor
said he feels like he has
been playing the character
of Nick Fury forever. But the
actor also has some ques-
tions for Marvel. The actor
spoke with Entertainment
Tonight on the red carpet for
Secret Invasion, the upcom-
ing new Marvel series that
features Jackson’s Nick Fury
in the lead role, recently.

“I don’t know, it’s kind of up
and down for me in an inter-

esting sort of way,” Jackson
said about Nick Fury, a role
he’s been playing since the
Iron Man post-credits scene
in 2008. “Feels like I've
been playing him forever. If
| had it my way, | would’'ve
been in every Marvel movie
because, | mean, he is Nick
Fury, he knows everything
that’s going on.” Despite 15
years and counting in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe,
Nick Fury has not appeared
in a Black Panther movie.
Jackson has some ques-

1

tions for Marvel about that.
“I'm still trying to figure
out why I've never been to
Wakanda,” Jackson said.
“They didn’t ask me to go,
but I'm still trying to get there.
| need a ticket.” Marvel has
yet to officially announce a
third Black Panther movie.
Jackson has long been an
outspoken support of Marvel
against criticisms from fellow
Hollywood talent. After
Quentin Tarantino claimed
last year that Marvel does
not generate movie stars,

Jackson fired back with a
rebuttal.

“It takes an actor to be those
particular characters, and the
sign of movie stardom has
always been... What are we
talking about?” Jackson said
on The View when asked
about Tarantino’s comment.
“That’s not a big controversy
for me to know that appar-
ently these actors are movie
stars. Chadwick Boseman
is Black Panther. You can’t
refute that, and he’s a movie
star.”
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PM Modi remembers Emergency era in 102nd edition
of Mann ki Baat

Also talks about TB-Mukt Bharat and Cyclone Biparjoy in his monthly radio programme

NEW DELHI, Jun 18 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in his 102nd edition
of “Mann Ki Baat”, his monthly
radio programme, on Sunday
recalled the imposition of Emer-

gency in June 1975

PM Modi said that India is the
mother of democracy, and the
country considers its demo-
cratic ideals as paramount.
“We consider our Constitu-
tion as supreme, therefore, we
can never forget 25th June.
The National Emergency was
imposed on our country on this
very day,” said PM Modi.

“It was a dark period in the his-
tory of India. Lakhs of people
opposed the Emergency with
full might. The supporters of
democracy were tortured so
much during that time that
even today, it makes the mind
tremble. Many books have been

said Modi.

written on these atrocities, and
the punishment meted out by
the police and administration,”

“I had also got the opportunity
to write a book named ‘Sang-
harsh Mein Gujarat’ at that time.

A few days ago, | came across
another book written on the
Emergency, “Torture of Political
Prisoners in India”. This book,
published during the Emergen-
cy, describes how at that time,
the government was treating the

guardians of democracy with
most cruelly, “said Modi while
talking about the Emergency.

Talking about Tuberculosis
(TB) Mukt Bharat, he said India
has set a target of eradicating
tuberculosis by 2025.

Modi also lauded India’s
increasing capability to deal with
natural disasters. He said that in
the last few years, India’s disas-
ter management capability has
increased and it is becoming an
example.

Invoking the successful man-
agement of Cyclone Bipar-
joy, which made landfall near
Jakhau in Gujarat on Thursday
evening, PM Modi said: “People
of Kutch had bounced back from
a massive earthquake in 2001,
and | am confident they will do
the same after Cyclone Bipar-

joy.

Manipur violence: Army conducts flag march in
strife-torn Imphal Valley; curfew rel

IMPHAL (MANIPUR),
Jun 18 (Agencies): The
Indian Army conducted
a flag march in the vio-
lence-affected area in
Imphal Valley.

Meanwhile, authorities
in Imphal East district
on Saturday decided
to relax curfew hours
from 5 am to 5 PM on
Sunday, June 18, in
order to facilitate the
general public to pur-
chase essential items,
including medicines and
food items.

As per the circular
issued by the district
magistrate, Imphal
East, Khumanthem
Diana Devi, “Total public
curfew under Section
144 CrPC, 1973 prohib-
iting the movement of
any person outside their

respective residences
imposed in Imphal East
District vide this Office
Order dated 3rd May
2023 is hereby relaxed
from 5 AM to 5 PM on
18th June 2023 except
for the area for which the
schedule is given below
in order to facilitate the
general public to pur-
chase essential items
including medicines and
food supplies”.

The areas where the
curfew will be relaxed
include Hatta cross-
ing to RDS crossing,
the Imphal river from
Sanjenthong to Minut-
hong, Minuthong to
Hatta crossing, and
RDS crossing to Sanj-
enthong.

Curfew has been
imposed under Sec-

tion 144 in Manipur
after clashes broke out
between the Kuki and
Meitei communities on
May 3.

The violence that fol-
lowed has claimed over
100 lives and displaced
thousands.

On Friday, BJP’s office
in Manipur’s Thongju
was vandalised by a
mob, officials said.

axed in Imphal East

Nine people were
killed, while more than
10 were injured in fresh
violence in Manipur on
Wednesday.

The state government
has further extended the
internet shutdown in the
state up to June 20.

On Wednesday, mis-
creants tried to burn
down the official resi-
dence of Manipur min-

ister Nemcha Kipgen in
Imphal West. His home
was partly burnt.

Violence gripped
Manipur on May 3 after
clashes erupted during a
rally organised by the All
Tribals Students Union
(ATSU) to protest the
demand for the inclusion
of Meiteis in the Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) list.

Over 2 lakh jobs ‘eliminated’ from
PSUs, govt ‘trampling upon hopes of
youth’: Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): Former
Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday claimed that
over two lakh jobs have
been “eliminated” from
PSUs and alleged that
hopes of lakhs of youth
are being “trampled
upon” by the govern-
ment for the benefit of
a few “crony capitalist
friends”.

Gandhi said Public
Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) used to be the
pride of India and the
dream of every youth for
employment but today,
they are “not the priority
of the government”.

“Employment in PSUs

of the country has come
down from 16.9 lakh in
2014 toonly 14.6 lakh in
2022. Do jobs decrease
in a progressing coun-
try? 1,81,127 jobs lost in
BSNL; 61,928 in SAIL;
34,997 in MTNL; 29,140
in SECL,; 28,063 in FCI;
21,120 in ONGC,” he
said in a tweet in Hindi.

Hitting out at the gov-
ernment, Gandhi said
those who made false
promises of providing
two crore jobs every
year, instead of increas-
ing the jobs, “eliminated”
more than two lakh jobs.

“On top of this, almost
doubled the contract
recruitments in these
institutions. Is increas-

ing contract employees
not a way of taking away
the constitutional right
of reservation? Is this a
conspiracy to privatise
these companies?” he
said.

“Industrialists’ loans
waived, and govern-
ment jobs eliminated
from PSU’s! What kind
of ‘Amrit Kaal’ is this,”
Gandhi asked.

If this is really ‘Amrit
Kaal’, then why are jobs
disappearing like this,
he also asked.

“The country is grap-
pling with record unem-
ployment under this
government as the
hopes of lakhs of youth
are being trampled upon
for the benefit of a few
crony capitalist friends,”
Gandhi alleged.

If the PSUs of India
get the right environ-
ment and support from
the government, they
are capable of boost-
ing both the economy
and employment, he
stressed.

PSUs are the property
of the country and the
people, they have to be
promoted so that they
can strengthen the path
of India’s progress, he
said.

54 Dead, 400 Hospitalised In 72 Hours At UP

District Hospital Due To ‘Severe Heat’

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): 54 people
have died and around
400 hospitalised in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ballia District
Hospital in the last three
days amid soaring tem-
peratures. Doctors have
said that though there
are different reasons for
the deaths, severe heat
could be a factor. Hos-
pitalisations are rising
because of severe heat,
they said. A severe
heatwave has swept UP,
with most places seeing
temperatures north of
40 degrees.

The sudden increase
in deaths and patients
being admitted to hospi-
tals with fever, breathing
trouble, and other issues

have overwhelmed the
hospital, which has put
its staff on alert.

23 patients died on
June 15, 20 the next
day, and 11 yesterday,
SK Yadav, in-charge
Medical Superinten-
dent, District Hospital
Ballia, said.

Dr BP Tiwari, Addi-
tional Health Director,
Azamgarh Circle, has
said a team is coming
from Lucknow to inves-
tigate if there’s some
disease which is not
being detected. When it
is too hot or cold, respi-
ratory patients, diabe-
tes patients, and blood
pressure patients are at
increased risk. The mer-
cury rising a little may

have led to their deaths,
Dr Tiwari speculated.

There’s such a rush
at the district hospital
that patients are unable
to get stretchers, and
many attendants are
carrying their patients
to the emergency ward
on their shoulders.
The Additional Health
Director has, however,
claimed that it gets dif-
ficult if ten patients turn
up at the same time, but
they do have stretchers.

UP Health Minister
Brajesh Pathak has
said the government
has taken serious cog-
nisance of the incident in
Ballia, and he is person-
ally monitoring the situa-
tion there.

“Two senior doctors,
of Director level, have
been sent to the spot.
They will apprise the
administration of the
situation in writing very
soon,” he said, adding
that the Chief Medi-
cal Superintendent Dr
Diwakar Singh has been
removed from his post
for “giving a careless
statement on deaths
caused by heatwave
without having proper
information”.

“All Chief Medical Offi-
cers in the region have
been directed to imme-
diately start identifying
each patient and provide
proper medical care. All
medicines are available

at government health
centres, and no patient
has to buy them from
outside. | am monitoring
this myself,” he added.
In a statement on
Friday evening, CMS
Dr Diwakar Singh, who
was removed on Satur-
day, said 34 people had
died due to heatstroke.
“All the deceased were
old and had some ail-
ment. Because of the
heat, those diseases
aggravated and they
were brought in serious
condition to the hospital
and died during treat-
ment and tests. This
was despite all arrange-
ments for medicines and
treatment,” he had said.

Two women shot dead by assailants
in southwest Delhi’s R K Puram

NEW DELHI, Jun
18 (Agencies): Two
women were allegedly
shot dead by assailants
in southwest Delhi's R
K Puram area early on
Sunday morning, police
said.

They said within hours
of the incident, the main
accused and his associ-
ate were arrested.

Police said they
received a call around
4.40 am from the vic-
tims’ brother stating that
his sisters were shot at
in Ambedkar Basti.

“Acting on informa-
tion received, our police
team reached the spot
wherein it was found
that two women were

shot at and shifted to
SJ Hospital, where they
died.”

The deceased were
identified as Pinky (30)
and Jyoti (29).

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the
assailants were after
the victims’ brother and
the motive behind the
incident seems to be a

DCP said.

‘The prime accused
and his associate were
arrested in connection
with the incident,” he
said.

A case has been regis-
tered and further investi-
gation is under way, the
police official said.

3 Maoists arrested in Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur,
explosives including tiffin bomb seized

Security forces arrested three Maoists from Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur district and have

seized explosives, including a tiffin bomb, gelatin rods, a safety fuse, electric wire.

BIJAPUR, Jun 18
(Agencies): Secu-
rity forces on Sunday
arrested three Maoists
and seized explosives,
including a tiffin bomb,
from them in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Bijapur dis-
trict, police said. Those
nabbed were tasked
with planting explosives
and putting Maoist post-
ers and banners in the
area, an official said.

A joint team of security
personnel that was out
on a search operation
on Friday nabbed the
three Maoists near their
village Pusnar under
Gangaloor police sta-

tion limits, the official
said.

Personnel belonging to
the 85th battalion of the

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), District
Reserve Guard (DRG)
and local police were

involved in the operation
which concluded on Sat-
urday, he said.

During interrogation,

the three told the secu-
rity personnel of their
link with the outlawed
CPI (Maoist), the offi-
cial said, adding that a
tiffin bomb, gelatin rods,
safety fuse, electric wire,
Maoist literature and
pamphlets were recov-
ered from their posses-
sion.

The police identi-
fied those arrested as
Ramesh Punem, 28,
Bhima Punem, 21, and
Sukku Dhruva, 38, all
members of Danda-
karanya Adivasi Kisan
Majdoor Sangthan (a
frontal wing of Maoists)
in the area.

10 injured as shuttle bus
ferrying passengers hits
pillar at Bengaluru airport

BENGALURU, Jun 18
(Agencies): Ten people
were injured when the
shuttle bus they were
traveling in from Termi-
nal-1 to 2 of the Kem-
pegowda international
airport here crashed
into a pillar early on
Sunday, airport authori-
ties said.

The injured have been

taken to the hospital
for immediate medical
treatment.

Five people were dis-
charged, they said.

“On June 18, 2023 at
approximately 5.15 AM,
a shuttle bus operating
between T1 and T2 of
the BLR airport collided
with a pole near the T2
arrival exit road, result-

ing in minor injuries to
10 people. There were
a total of 17 passengers
(15 pax and 2 crew) in
the bus.

The injured have
been taken to hospital
for immediate medical
treatment,” the BIAL
spokesperson said in a
statement.

“Al STATS operates
the shuttle services at
the airport as per the
service contract award-
ed to them by BIAL. We
are working with the
operator to investigate
the matter and will take
all necessary mitigating
measures as per the
agreement.” he said.

Investigation is on, the
spokesperson added.

IIT entrance exam JEE-Advanced
result announced; Vavilala Chidvila
Reddy bags top rank

NEW DELHI, Jun 18 (Agencies):
Hyderabad zone’s Vavilala Chidvilas
Reddy has bagged the top rank in the
IIT entrance exam JEE-Advanced, the
results of which were announced on

Sunday, officials said.

According to IIT-Guwahati, which
conducted the exam this year, Reddy
secured 341 out of 360 marks.

Nayakanti Naga Bhavya Sree from IIT-
Hyderabad zone is the topper among
females with 298 marks.

“A total of 1,80,372 appeared in both
papers in lIT-JEE Advanced of which
43,773 have qualified.

As many as 36,204 male students
and 7,509 female students cleared JEE

Advanced 2023,” a senior [IT Guwahati

official said.

JEE-Main, which is the admission
test for engineering colleges across
the country, is the qualifying exam for
JEE-Advanced.

The exam was conducted on June 4.
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US Secretary of State Blinken is the highest-level American official to visit China

BEIJING, Jun 18 (Agencies):
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken arrived in Beijing early
Sunday on a high-stakes dip-
lomatic mission to try to cool
exploding US-China tensions
that have set many around the
world on edge.

Blinken was to begin two days
of talks with senior Chinese offi-
cials in the afternoon. He is the
highest-level American official
to visit China since President
Joe Biden took office and the
first secretary of state to make
the trip in five years.

The trip comes after he post-
poned plans to visit in February
after the shootdown of a Chi-
nese surveillance balloon over
the US.

Yet prospects for any signifi-
cant breakthrough on the most
vexing issues facing the plan-
et’s two largest economies are
slim, as already ties have grown
increasingly fraught in recent
years. Animosity and recrimi-
nations have steadily escalated
over a series of disagreements
that have implications for global
security and stability.

Blinken plans to meet with
Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang on Sunday, top diplomat
Wang Yi, and possibly President
Xi Jinping on Monday, according
to US officials.

Biden and Xi agreed to Blink-
en’s trip early at a meeting last
year in Bali. It came within a day
of happening in February but
was delayed by the diplomatic
and political tumult brought on
by the discovery of what the US
says was a Chinese spy balloon
flying across the United States
that was shot down.

The list of disagreements and
potential conflict points is long:
ranging from trade with Taiwan,
human rights conditions in
China to Hong Kong, as well as
the Chinese military assertive-
ness in the South China Sea to
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

US officials said before Blink-
en’s departure from Washington
on Friday that he would raise
each of them, though neither
side has shown any inclination
to back down on their positions.

Shortly before leaving, Blinken

since President Joe Biden took office

emphasized the importance of
the US and China establishing
and maintaining better lines of
communication. The US wants
to make sure “that the competi-
tion we have with China doesn’t
veer into conflict” due to avoid-
able misunderstandings, he told
reporters.

Biden and Xi had made com-
mitments to improve commu-
nications “precisely so that we
can make sure we are commu-
nicating as clearly as possible to
avoid possible misunderstand-
ings and miscommunications,”
Blinken said Friday.

Xi offered a hint of a possible
willingness to reduce tensions,
saying in a meeting with Micro-
soft Corp. co-founder Bill Gates
on Friday that the United States
and China can cooperate to
“benefit our two countries.”

“l believe that the foundation
of Sino-US relations lies in the
people,” Xi said to Gates. “Under
the current world situation, we
can carry out various activities
that benefit our two countries,
the people of our countries, and
the entire human race.”

Biden told White House report-
ers Saturday he was “hoping that
over the next several months, I'll
be meeting with Xi again and
talking about legitimate differ-
ences we have, but also how
... to get along.” Chances could
come at a Group of 20 leaders’
gathering in September in New
Delhi and at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation summit
in November in San Francisco
that the United States is hosting.

Since the cancellation of

Blinken’s trip in February, there
have been some high-level
engagements. CIA chief Wil-
liam Burns traveled to China in
May, while China’s commerce
minister traveled to the U.S. And
Biden’s national security adviser
Jake Sullivan met with Wang in
Vienna in May.

But those have been punctu-
ated by bursts of angry rhetoric
from both sides over the Taiwan
Strait, their broader intentions in
the Indo-Pacific, China’s refusal
to condemn Russia for its war
against Ukraine, and US alle-
gations from Washington that
Beijing is attempting to boost its
worldwide surveillance capabili-
ties, including in Cuba.

And, earlier this month, Chi-
na’s defense minister rebuffed a
request from US Defence Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin for a meet-
ing on the sidelines of a security
symposium in Singapore, a sign
of continuing discontent.

Austin said Friday he was
confident that he and his Chi-
nese counterpart would meet “at
some point in time, but we’re not
there yet.”

Underscoring the situation,
China rejected a report by a
US security firm, that blamed
Chinese-linked hackers for
attacks on hundreds of public
agencies, schools and other
targets around the world, as
“far-fetched and unprofessional”

A Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson repeated accu-
sations that Washington carries
out hacking attacks and com-
plained the cybersecurity indus-
try rarely reports on them.

That followed a similar retort
earlier in the week when China
said Qin had in a phone call
with Blinken urged the United
States to respect “China’s core
concerns” such as the issue of
Taiwan’s self-rule, and “stop
interfering in China’s internal
affairs, and stop harming Chi-
na’s sovereignty, security and
development interests in the
name of competition.”

Meanwhile, the national
security advisers of the United
States, Japan and the Philip-
pines held their first joint talks
Friday and agreed to strengthen
their defense cooperation, in
part to counter China’s growing
influence and ambitions.

This coincides with the Biden
administration inking an agree-
ment with Australia and Britain
to provide the first with nucle-
ar-powered submarines, with
China moving rapidly to expand
its diplomatic presence, espe-
cially in the Indian Ocean and
the Pacific island nations, where
it has opened or has plans to
open at least five new embas-
sies over the next year.

The agreement is part of an
18-month-old nuclear partner-
ship given the acronym AUKUS
— for Australia, the United King-
dom and the United States.

Speaking before Blinken’s
departure, two US officials
downplayed hopes for major
progress and stressed that the
trip was intended to restore a
sense of calm and normalcy to
high-level contacts.

“We're coming to Beijing with
a realistic, confident approach
and a sincere desire to manage
our competition in the most
responsible way possible,” said
Daniel Kritenbrink, the top U.S.
diplomat for East Asia and the
Pacific.

Kurt Campbell, the top Asia
expert at the National Security
Council, said “intense competi-
tion requires intense diplomacy
if we're going to manage ten-
sions. That is the only way to
clear up misperceptions, to
signal, to communicate, and to
work together where and when
our interests align.”

Rishi Sunak turns immigration
officer for a day; 105 foreign
nationals held in crackdown

LONDON, Jun 18
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak joined
the UK Home Office
enforcement officials
on a raid as part of a
nationwide crackdown
on illegal migration,
which ended in the
arrest of 105 foreign
nationals from across
20 nationalities.

Rishi Sunak, 43,
dressed in a bulletproof
vest, attended one of
the actions in Brent,
north London, earlier
this week to observe
Immigration Enforce-
ment officers at work
as part of their “day of
action”.

The British Indian
leader has made crack-
ing down on illegal
migration one of his
government’s top priori-
ties ahead of a general
election, expected next
year.

“lllegal working harms
our communities,
cheats honest work-
ers out of employment
and defrauds the public
purse as no taxes are
paid,” said UK Home
Secretary Suella Braver-
man.

“As the Prime Minis-
ter has set out, we are
committed to tackling
the abuse of our laws

and borders. We know
the prospect of black-
market employment is
a significant attraction
for migrants considering
making dangerous and
illegal journeys to the
UK. Operations such
as today send a clear
message that we will not
stand for this,” she said.

During the operation,
which took place across
the UK on Thursday,
Immigration Enforce-
ment officers arrested
105 foreign nationals
found working without
the right to do so during
159 raids on suspected
illegal work establish-
ments.

The arrests took place
at commercial premises
including restaurants,
car washes, nail bars,
barber shops and con-
venience stores. Sus-
pects were arrested for
offences including illegal
working and possession
of false documentation,
with sums of cash also
seized at some loca-
tions.

Of those arrested, over
40 were detained by the
Home Office pending
their removal from the
UK, with the remaining
suspects being released
on immigration bail. It
is also expected that a

number of the arrests
will result in a voluntary
departure from the UK,
the Home Office said.

“This result demon-
strates the dedication
and professionalism
of our officers to take
action against immigra-
tion offenders, as well as
employers who are not
complying with the rules.
Our enforcement teams
are working around the
clock to deter immigra-
tion offending and help
protect the public,” said
Eddy Montgomery,
Director of Enforcement,
Compliance and Crime
at the Home Office.

“Working closely with
partners and agencies
including the police
and the National Crime
Agency (NCA), we are
tackling illegal work at
every level. It is vital
that we not only identify
individuals in breach
of immigration law but
target the people smug-
gling networks behind
this type of criminal
activity,” he said.

While offenders of over
20 different nationalities
were found to be work-
ing without proper visa
rights to be in the UK,
the countries involved
have not been identified.

The Home Office said
the operation builds on
the ongoing work by
Immigration Enforce-
ment officers to clamp
down on illegal working,
which is a key part of the
government’s approach
to stopping the boats
crossing the English
Channel illegally. The
operation is aimed at
tackling illegal migration
by breaking the busi-
ness model of criminal
gangs who use the offer
of black market jobs as
one way to draw people
to the UK illegally, offi-
cials added.

Elon Musk Has A Message
For Twitter Users Who Just

Amid melting glaciers, Swiss vote on

new climate law

Don,t POSt LONDON, Jun 18 (Agencies):

have curbed greenhouse gas

SAN FRANCISCO,
Jun 18 (Agencies): Tech
billionaire and owner of
microblogging platform
Twitter, Elon Musk, is
not the one to shy away
from expressing his
opinions. Long before
he bought the social
media platform, Elon
Musk was a regular
fixture on Twitter, even
courting controversy
for some of his much-
debated tweets.

Now, in a new tweet,
Elon Musk has a mes-
sage for all the Twitter
users who only use the
app to read posts but
seldom share anything
themselves.

On Sunday, Elon
Musk shared an image
of a man dressed in a
kurta-pyjama loung-
ing on an elevated
platform, smoking
and watching several
people below him. The
photo comes with the
caption, “People who
have Twitter but never
post anything.” Sharing
the image, Elon Musk
wrote, “Oh hi lol.”

Several users
responded to Elon
Musk’s fun post. One
user said, “What can
| say... Watching the
world turning into a
chaotic place if definitely
cooler than participating
init.”

“This is the best move

ever tbh, just observe,”
said another.

On Friday, Elon
Musk, who was speak-
ing at a conference in
Paris, explained why
he chose to buy Twit-
ter. He said that he
wanted to improve the
“corrosive effect” he
felt the app was having
on civil society. “| was
concerned Twitter was
having a negative affect
on civilization and corro-
sive affect on civil soci-
ety, and anything that
undermines civilization,
| think, isn’t good,” he
said.

“My hope was to
change that and have it
be positive for civiliza-
tion,” Elon Musk added,
and said that he believed
that most regular users
of the site would attest
that their experience on
Twitter has improved.
“l think if someone is

a regular Twitter user,
then most people would
say their experience has
improved,” Musk said,
adding, “We've gotten
rid of 90% of bots and
scams and various bad
things happening. We've
gotten rid of 95% of child
exploitation material on
Twitter, which was a
shock to see ... some of
what was going on for
10 years.”

However, at the same
conference, Elon Musk
also said, “If I'm so
smart, why did | pay
so much for Twitter?”
referring to the $44 bil-
lion deal.

Elon Musk concluded
his acquisition of Twitter
in October 2022. Within
days, he laid off nearly
half of Twitter’'s employ-
ees — amid much furore
—and referred to it as a
cost-cutting measure.

The Swiss, feeling the impact of
global warming on their rapidly
melting glaciers, were voting on
Sunday on a new climate bill
aimed at steering the country
towards carbon neutrality.

Recent opinion polls indicate
strong support for the proposed
law, which would require Swit-
zerland to slash its dependence
on imported oil and gas, scaling
up the development and use of
greener and more home-grown
alternatives.

But the backing slipped in the
most recent survey by pollster
gfs.bern, albeit remaining at 63
percent in favour, amid claims
by the populist right-wing Swiss
People’s Party (SVP) that the
law, which would commit the
country to become carbon
neutral by 2050, could harm
the economy.

Polling stations were to open
for a few hours on Sunday
morning before closing at noon
(1000 GMT).

But most votes are typically
cast in advance for popular
votes held under Switzerland’s
famous direct democratic
system, and initial results were
expected by mid-afternoon.

Supporters say the proposed
“Federal Act on Climate Pro-
tection Targets, Innovation and
Strengthening Energy Security”
is needed to ensure energy
security.

They say it will also help
address the ravages of climate
change, highlighted by the dra-
matic melting of glaciers in the
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Swiss Alps, which lost a third of
their ice volume between 2001
and 2022.

Climate-friendly alternatives

Switzerland imports around
three-quarters of its energy,
with all the oil and natural gas
consumed coming from abroad.

Climate activists had initially
wanted to push for a total ban
on all oil and gas consumption
in Switzerland by 2050.

But the government balked at
the so-called Glacier Initiative,
drawing up a counter-proposal
that scrapped the idea of a ban
but included other elements.

The text promises financial
support of two billion Swiss
francs ($2.2 billion) over a
decade to promote the replace-
ment of gas or oil heating sys-
tems with climate-friendly alter-
natives, as well as aid to push
businesses towards green inno-
vation.

Nearly all of Switzerland’s
major parties support the bill,
except the SVP -- the country’s
largest party -- which triggered
the referendum against what

it dismisses as the “electricity-
wasting law”.

The SVP says the bill's goal
of achieving climate neutrality
in just over a quarter-century
would effectively mean a fossil
fuel ban, which it claims would
threaten energy access and
send household electricity bills
soaring.

SVP leader Marco Chiesa last
month criticised the “utopian”
vision behind the bill, maintain-
ing it would drive up energy
costs by 400 billion Swiss francs
($448 billion), while having basi-
cally “no impact” on the global
climate.

The World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) said in
April the melting of the Alpine
glaciers would have an eco-
nomic impact in both the short
term -- such as natural disasters
and a loss of tourism revenue
and in the longer term, as they
supply rivers and hydroelectric
power plants.

Corporate tax hike

In 2021, the SVP successfully
lobbied against a law that would
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emissions.

But observers say it will be
harder for it to convince people
of its message this time.

There is a growing push for
Switzerland to reduce its reli-
ance on foreign energy sourc-
es since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine threw into doubt Swiss
access to much of the foreign
energy it uses.

Also on the ballot on Sunday
will be a referendum on wheth-
er to hike the tax rate for large
businesses.

The government wants to
amend the constitution so Swit-
zerland can join an international
agreement, led by the Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD), to
introduce a global minimum tax
rate of 15 percent for multina-
tional corporations.

The latest opinion poll indi-
cated that 73 percent of Swiss
voters backed the plan, which
would impose the new rate on
all Swiss-based companies with
a turnover above 750 million
euros ($808 million).

Until now, many of Switzer-
land’s 26 cantons have imposed
some of the lowest corporate tax
rates in the world, in what they
often said was needed to attract
businesses in the face of high
wages and location costs.

The Swiss government esti-
mates that revenues from
the supplementary tax would
amount to between 1.0 and 2.5
billion Swiss francs in the first
year alone.
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LG highlights role of accountancy in

socio-economic development
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KATHUA, Jun 18 :
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Science & Technology;
MoS PMO, Personnel,
Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh today said that
rising above vote politics,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has, in the last 9
years, ensured equitable
development of every
region and justice to all.

Addressing a mas-
sive public rally here, Dr
Jitendra Singh said, he
has followed the same
spirit and sought to emu-
late the same culture in
his parliamentary con-
stituency of Udhampur-
Kathua - Doda and the
best example of this is
the Keediyan-Gadwal
bridge which was con-
structed at a cost of 150
crjust to cater to one and
a half Panchayat who
had been demanding it
for several decades.

The Minister said, this
is the place where Dr
Syama Prasad Mukher-
jee was arrested before
he passed away mys-
teriously thus laying
down his life for duty
of Karyakartas like us
to develop this town of
Kathua and the entire
constituency with full
commitment befitting
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the legacy of these great
leaders, he said.

On the occasion,
a Coffee Table Book
depicting major projects
brought by Dr Jitendra
Singh as MP over the
last 9 years was released
by Union Minister Hardip
Singh Puri who was on
Lok Sabha Pravas.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said,
the “Udhampur-Kathua-
Doda” Parliamentary
Constituency is the most
developed constituency
in India among the 550
Parliamentary Constitu-
encies in tcountry, has
seen tremendous devel-
opment in the last nine
years under PM Naren-
dra Modi.

Dr. Jitendra Singh fur-
ther said, ‘Udhampur-
Doda-Kathua’ Parlia-
mentary Constituency is
the only Constituency in
India having three cen-
trally funded medical
Colleges and the best
infrastructure located in
this constituency making
it the best Constituency
in India with the state-of-
the-art health care facili-
ties.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said,
this constituency has
earned its name in India
and in the world as the
birthplace of ‘Purple Rev-
olution” which has given
rise to more than 3000
Agri-tech Start-ups not
only in J&K but across
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the country This Parlia-
mentary Constituency
has all the potential to
contribute in theStart-up
movement promoted by
PM Narendra Modi, Dr.
Jitendra Singh added.

Enumerating various
infrastructural develop-
ments that have taken
place from last many
years in this constitu-
ency, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said, the highest railway
bridge in the world high-
est than the Eiffel tower,
Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mookherjee tunnel, the
longest road tunnel in
the world, the first high-
way village in India, the
Devika Rejuvenation
Project, North India’s first
biotech park, National
Institute of High Alti-
tudeMedicine, 10 iconic
destination Reasi are
located in this constitu-
ency making it an infra-
structural marvel in the
country.

In terms of road and
highway development
in this constituency, Dr.
Jitendra Singh said, the
Vande- Bharat Express
from Katra to Delhi, the
North India’s first ever
Cable-Stayed Bridge
Atal Setu, J&K’s first
inter-State bridge at
Keerian-Gandyal, North
India’s first Express
Road Corridor from Delhi
to Katra via Kathua, the
new National Highway

from Lakhanpur-Bani-
Basohli-Doda via Chat-
targala Tunnel, con-
struction of more than
200 bridges in this con-
stituency, establishment
of Kendriya Vidyalayas,
Engineering Colleges
under RUSA, Passport
Officehas made this
constituency best ever
connected leading to its
tremendous develop-
ment compared to the
other Constituencies in
the country.

Udhampur district
located in this constitu-
ency has stood number
one in the country in
terms of construction of
roads under PMGSY, Dr.
Jitendra Singh added.

Dr. Jitendra said, with
the establishment of an
Inter Modal Station (IMS)
at Katra, a world class
state of the art project in
this constituency will not
only improve the travel-
ling experience of the pil-
grims visiting Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine
but will open numerous
opportunities in terms of
employment, trade etc.
for the people of this con-
stituency.

DDC Chairman, Col
Mahan Singh, Vice
Chairman |, Raghunan-
dan Singh, ex MLAs
Rajeev Jasrotia and
Kuldip Raj also spoke
on the occasion.

nor Shri Manoj Sinha
addressed the 12th Res-
idential Meet of Institute
of Chartered Accoun-
tants of India (ICAI)
members in public ser-
vice at Srinagar, today.
The Lt Governor
appreciated the invalu-
able contribution of
members of ICAI for
their contribution to
nation’s growth.
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
has indeed come a long
way since its inception
in 1949 and has made
immense contribution
in policies, governance
and business, said the
Lt Governor.
“Accountancy is not
just a matter of balance
sheet but it is also about
laying a strong founda-
tion for socio-economic
development of the
country,” he observed.
As a strong partner in
nation building, ICAl has
continuously supported
various government
institutions, regulatory
bodies in the imple-
mentation of important
policies related to the
inclusive development
so that India can move
faster and economy
becomes stronger, said
the Lt Governor.
“Under leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi Ji,
India has emerged as
the 5th largest economic
power in the world and
new thinking has arisen
in private and public sec-
tors. This has given new
vigour and confidence to
people to take the socio-
economic sectors on a
new path of progress,”
he said.

Due to sound eco-
nomic policies, world’s
biggest organizations
and companies have
expressed confidence
in India’s potential. |
am happy that ICAI is
actively participating in
this journey and setting
best global standards,
the Lt Governor added.

Our resolve to build
Atma-Nirbhar Bharat is
gaining a new momen-
tum. The reforms to
bring the rural economy
at par with the cities
have realized the power
and potential of the vil-
lages, he added.

The Lt Governor also
highlighted the impor-
tant role of Chartered
Accountants in social
transforming and for
the welfare of the last
person on the ladder of
development.

“Today, the role of
Chartered Accountants
is not limited to maintain-
ing credibility of finan-
cial market, discipline,
confidence of investors
and shareholders but
they are also ensuring
expenditure on devel-
opment programmes,
every penny of the
government exchequer
should reach the needy
people,” said the Lt Gov-
ernor.

At the meet, the Lt

Governor shared the
reforms introduced by
the UT Government in
establishing an inclu-
sive, transparent, effec-
tive and accountable
governance system.

“In J&K, through
BEAMS Empowerment,
we have brought a huge
change in the life of the
common man. We have
ensured every single
penny spent on projects
is accounted for, details
are put in public domain
for the public to see
and projects execution
meets the deadline,”
said the Lt Governor.

He said the acceler-
ated development in
the UT, under the guid-
ance of Hon’ble Prime
Minister, has changed
the perspective of the
world towards Jammu
Kashmir.

“Earlier J&K was called
the hotspot of terrorism
but today it is a hotspot
of tourism and progress.
Last year, a record 1.88
crore tourists visited
Jammu Kashmir and |
am confident it will cross
2.25 crore this year,” the
Lt Governor said.

The speed of our
work has increased 10
times in comparison to
the period before 2019.

New aspirations have
been born in the society,
new resolutions have
arisen among youth
and in Amrit Kaal, J&K
is at par with developed
states on many param-
eters of development,
he added.

Reiterating the com-
mitment to meet the
needs of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants
of India, the Lt Governor
said the land for centre
of excellence has been
identified and will be
allotted soon.

CA. Aniket Sunil
Talati, President ICAI
expressed gratitude
to the Lt Governor
led UT Administration
for addressing their
demand of the allotment
of land for ICAI’'s centre
of excellence in Jammu
Kashmir.

CA. Ranjeet Kumar
Agarwal, Vice Presi-
dent, ICAI; CA. (Dr) Raj
Kumar Adukia , Chair-
man, CMEPS; CA.
Purushottamlal Khan-
delwal, Vice Chairman,
CMEPS; CA. (Dr) Jai
Kumar, Secretary, ICAI,
CA. (Dr) Debashis Mitra,
Immediate Past Presi-
dent , ICAI; members
of ICAI in public service
from across the country
were present.
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lmal‘llalll va“na a svmhol of Jammu Kashmir for successful conduct “The abrogation of Article 370, from way out. If not to the separatists, talk to the come. There is the Shanghai Coopera-

Jan-Bhagidari.

LG Sinha said that in both rural and urban
areas there is a need to isolate the ele-
ments holding J&K back, so that the cre-
ative forces of the society can work as a
cohesive group towards the shared goal
of making India the new economic power-
house of the world.

‘Awaam Ki Awaaz is
transforming creative
ideas of people into
realities: LG Sinha

women empowerment, he said.

Syed Darakhsa of Budgam is the epit-
ome of strength and courage. As head
of 10-member women self-help artisans
group, she is scripting a success story by
innovative designs, packaging and market-
ing, the Lt Governor added.

He said the women Self Help Groups
in Jammu Kashmir have the potential
to create their own space in the global
market. The Lt Governor also directed the
Rural Livelihood Mission, District Adminis-
tration, J&K Trade Promotion Organisation,
Industries and Commerce Department and
all the stakeholders to make the efforts in
an integrated manner.

The Lt Governor also made a special
mention of Para-Archer, Sheetal Devi. She
is a true champion and an inspiration to
others. Her achievement at Para Archery
World Ranking Tournament has given new
dreams and aspirations to the youth and
strength to J&K UT, he said.

The Lt Governor lauded the significant
contribution of Panchayats of Jammu
Kashmir in conservation, rejuvenation and
protection of water bodies in the UT.

“Mission Amrit Sarovar has witnessed
enthusiastic response in all the Panchayats
of Jammu Kashmir and it is also a vindica-
tion of our steadfast commitment to revive
the water bodies. It is a symbol of resurgent
J&K and strength of Jan-Bhagidari,” said
the Lt Governor.

He impressed upon all the Panchayats
to engage in a healthy competition to build
the most beautiful Amrit Sarovar. Three
outstanding Panchayats should be select-
ed and honored on Independence Day
through online voting on MyGov J&K, he
added

The Lt Governor congratulated the people

of G20 meeting last month. We have
received overwhelming response, espe-
cially, from youth regarding promotion of
tourism, he added.

He made a special mention of Budgam’s
Arifa Ara, Javed Ahmed from Anantnag and
Kishtwar’s Abhishek Sharma for their valu-
able suggestions regarding raising public
awareness about environment-friendly
products and promotion of plastic substi-
tutes like jute bags, corn starch bags in
market; strengthening of facilities for per-
sons with disabilities at prominent tourist
locations and promotion of adventure tour-
ism and water sports.

He also shared the inputs received from
Anantnag’s Shahid Hussain Rather, Mush-
taqg Ahmad Wani from Budgam, and Abrar
Mir from Doda pertaining to reforms in
Fisheries Sector and its impact on tour-
ism, promotion of eco-tourism and generic
medicines.

Speaking on the preparations made for
Shri Amarnath ji Yatra starting from 1st
July, the Lt Governor called for active par-
ticipation of every citizen.

“This pilgrimage is also a symbol of the
welfare of humanity, upliftment of all sec-
tions of the society and exchange of new
ideas. Local economy and employment
opportunities are also linked to this Yatra,”
he observed.

Since ages, the entire society, followers
of all sects, come together to welcome the
devotees from different parts of the country.
Active participation of all the citizens will
definitely make this year’s Yatra and fes-
tivity of culture and spirituality successful,
added the Lt Governor.

He also called upon the educational insti-
tutions, organizations, prominent person-
alities and all the stakeholders for making
every section of society aware about the
benefits of Yoga and encourage them to
adopt Yoga as an internal part of their lives.

“On this Yoga day, let us celebrate the
sense of oneness with the society and the
world. Yoga helps to keep mind and body
healthy, stress-free and inspires us to live
a balanced and happy life,” said the Lt
Governor.

Postponed Srinagar
National Flag Hoisting
due to ‘Threat: IC] Chief
Seeks Prohe

Kashmir has returned to normalcy after
the Narendra Modi government’s brave
decision to scrap article 370 of Constitu-
tion of India.”

Jammu and Kashmir was not only wise but
has also taken the wind out of Pakistan’s
sails on the Kashmir issue despite Paki-
stan’s never-ending nefarious designs,”
he said.

The ICJ Chief further said, “I have co-
authored, along with American author Elis-
abeth Horan, a book — “Narendra Modi —
Harbinger of Prosperity & Apostle of World
Peace. | have also co-authored (with Brit-
ish author Sarah J Marchington) another
book — “Narendra Modi — A Charismatic &
Visionary Statesman.”

“With this incident, | feel that there has
been a conspiracy to eliminate me in Kash-
mir as | was going to unfurl the National
Flag at Lal Chowk, Srinagar,” he said
adding, “l seek indent probe by central
agencies in respect of postponement of
flag hoisting due to not taking appropriate
steps by Jammu and Kashmir administra-
tion and police.”

Amarnath Yatra meeting
held to coordinate
security measures

cameras.

He also instructed the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) to start beautification of
the city while the tourism department was
asked to install hoardings and banners on
prominent locations, right from Lakhan-
pur, the gateway to Jammu and Kashmir
bordering Punjab, to showcase the tourist
destinations of Jammu region to attract
tourists to these places.

arrest since August 4, 2019, has arole in
Kashmir politics.

"There is a leader who | feel has a role
and that is Mirwaiz but he has been keptin
his house. So, we will only know when he
comes out. He has been mainstream and
whenever he is allowed to come out, and |
think it should be done as quickly as pos-
sible, then we will see which way he goes,”
the former special director of Intelligence
Bureau added.

Asked if the Kashmir issue has been
resolved with the abrogation of Article 370,
the former spy said, "There was never a big
issue and there will always be an issue.
The sooner we have an elected govern-
ment, the better, because it provides a
buffer for Delhi.” "Dialogue, talking is the

mainstream, have elections and restore the
statehood,” he added.

To a question if the situation in Pakistan
had any effect in Kashmir, Dulat replied in
negative, but said "radicalisation” among
the youth was a worrying factor.

”l don’t think there is any impact here.
Pakistan is in such a mess that even those
who were once pro-Pakistan are now
saying what is there in Pakistan? | don’t
think Pakistan is a factor. What worries
me is that radicalism seems to be growing.
That’s not a good thing because Kash-
mir always has been open, liberal, Sufi,
Shaivite. So that should be a matter of
concern,” he said.

Dulat said terrorism has not gone away
from Jammu and Kashmir as every now
and then incidents take place.

"There were a couple of bad incidents
in Poonch-Rajouri. We need to take note
of that. Then there are always boys in the
south, our own boys, they get involved from
time to time.

”I want to tell you something...A Kashmiri
craves for peace. He has had enough of
this. It was an experiment that Kashmir
had to go through, and it is an experiment
which has failed. | think nobody wants this
should continue,” he said.

Dulat said the Congress-led UPAin 2005
made a blunder by not allowing PDP found-
er Mufti Mohammad Sayeed to continue
as chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir.

"In 2002, Mufti sahib became the CM. |
think his three years were very good. | used
to think that the Congress committed a
blunder by removing Mufti Sahib. So, these
things happen, this is politics. It is for the
party in power to decide,” he added.

Asked if there were any behind the scene
talks going on in Kashmir, Dulat said, "I
don’t know and | should not know as |
have been out of government for a long
time.” "Each government handles it in its
own way. For instance, | worked with PM
Vajpayee for five-and-a-half-years and
people in Kashmir still remember Vajpay-
ee. After him, Dr Manmohan Singh tried
his best and you would recall when Modiji
came to power in 2014, the first person to
welcome him was the Mirwaiz. | am sure
Modiji is doing it in his own way. Every-
one has his own way of dealing with it,”
he added.

Dulat said India should respond positively
to Pakistan’s overtures as Islamabad is
looking for a way to improve relations with
New Delhi.

He said Pakistan cricket team visiting
India for cricket world cup was a good
development.

"It is good (Indo-Pak cricket). They should

tion Organisation (SCO) summit and the
Pakistan PM should come, | think he will
come. Pakistan is looking for a way of
moving forward with India and | think we
should provide that way. | am sure Modiji
is conscious about that, he is a big leader
now. He is going to America, let’s see,”
Dulat said.

He said New Delhi should hold talks with
Pakistan as terrorism directed towards
India was emanating from the neighbour-
ing country.

"Pakistan involvement is in terrorism.
Yesterday, | was reading that five foreign
terrorists were killed somewhere near Kup-
wara. | have always believed the worst
and most serious attacks always come in
from the north because that's where the
foreign terrorists are. That's been an old
route, that's where they come from and
that's where they operate. That's a scary
thing and that’s one of the reasons that we
should talk to Pakistan,” he said.

Asked about the involvement of an Afghan
war veteran in Friday’s infiltration bid in
Kupwara, the former spymaster dismissed
the possibility of the Taliban involvement in
the insurgency in Kashmir.

"I think Taliban will not involve itself in
Kashmir as it wants recognition by India. |
don’t buy this at all. There is no threat from
Taliban. The threat comes from Pakistan,”
he added.

Asked if the drone deal with the US has
a Kashmir connection, Dulat said, "I don’t
think Americans are going to talk Kashmir
to Modiji. It will not affect Kashmir, there
is no war against Kashmir. This is India.”

9 Earthquakes, two within
15 minutes, hit JaK and
ladakh region in 24 hours

“Earthquake of Magnitude:4.1, Occurred
on 18-06-2023, 03:50:29 IST, Lat: 32.96 &
Long: 75.79, Depth: 11 Km, Location: 80km
E of Katra, Jammu and Kashmir, India.”

MeT forecasts hot, dry
weather as tempera-
ture rises in JaK

winter capital, he said.

Banihal recorded a low of 14.5°C (0.3°C
above normal), Batote 16.7°C (0.7°C
above normal), Katra 24.8°C (2.7°C
above normal) and Bhaderwah 14.6°C
(above normal by 0.9°C). Ladakh’s Leh
and Kargil recorded a low of 6.9°C and
12.5°C respectively, he said.
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‘Erroneous interpretation’: RBI rejects report on
disappearance of RS 900 notes worth crores

NEW DELHI, Jun 18 (Agen-
cies): The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) dismissed a report
claiming the “mysterious disap-
pearance of Rs 500 notes worth

Rs 88,032.5 crore”.

According to the report, a
reply under Right to Information
(RTI) revealed that 375.450 mil-
lion pieces of Rs 500 notes with
a new design were printed by
Nasik’s Currency Note Press.

However, the report claimed
that the RBI record showed only
345.000 million printed pieces
were received by the central
bank between April 2015 and

December 2016.

Calling the report an “erro-
neous interpretation” of the
information, the RBI said, “all

accounted for”.

“The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has come across reports bank.
circulating in certain sections of
the media alleging missing of

banknotes supplied from print-
ing presses to RBI are properly

banknotes printed by banknote
printing presses. The RBI
emphasizes that these reports
are not correct,” said the central

“These reports are based
on erroneous interpretation of

information collected under the
Right to Information Act, 2005
from the printing presses. It
may be noted that all banknotes
supplied from printing presses
to RBI are properly accounted
for,” it added.

The RBI assured that it had
robust systems in place for
the reconciliation of banknotes
printed at the presses and sup-
plied, including the protocols to
monitor the production, storage

and distribution of banknotes.

“Members of the public are,
therefore, requested to rely on
the information published by

RBI from time to time in such

matters,” said the bank of Indian
banks.

Madhya Pradesh’s Alirajpur district now gaining

money because of its mangoes
| 4

BHOPAL, Jun 18
(Agencies): Famous
for being the birth-
place of India’s war of
freedom revolutionary
Chandrashekhar Azad,
the Alirajpur district of
Madhya Pradesh, is
now gradually gaining
the distinction of turning
into a ‘mango district’ in
the central Indian state.

Spanning from the
king-sized Nur Jahan
mangoes (which weigh
between 2.5 kg to 4 kg)
to the sweetest Kesar,
Langda, Chausa, Hapus
(Alphonso), Rajapuri,
Vanlaxmi, Rumani,
Haathi Jhool, Totapari
and Malgova mangoes,
the mango planta-
tions spread in around
3700-hectare area in
the west MP district are
home to around 104
varieties.

“Though 70-80% of
the around one lakh
mango farmers own
trees of desi mango
varieties, 20% farmers
have developed their
own mango orchards,
which house planta-
tions of best quality
kalmi (crafted) mango
varieties, with Kesar
being the mainstay.
For the last two years
the Alirajpur district
administration has been
showcasing the district’s
mango varieties at spe-
cial Aam Mahotsava.
This year the exhibition,
which saw participation
of around 200 farm-
ers, had on display 400
samples of around 100
varieties,” assistant

director (horticulture)
Kailash Chauhan told
this newspaper.

While there are around
1000-1500 mango farm-
ers owning orchards of
different sizes, some
mango farmers, includ-
ing three cousin broth-
ers (associated with
erstwhile royal family
of Katthiwada state)
who are owners of six
trees of the king-sized
Nur Jahan mangoes,
besides Yuvraj Singh
Thakur whose orchards
house 32 varieties and
Kunwar Singh Seja,
whose orchard houses
18 mango varieties are
the leading mango farm-
ers in the district.

Three cousins, includ-
ing the erstwhile Katthi-
wada state’s king Digvi-
jaya Singh and his two
cousins Shivraj Singh
and Bharatraj Singh are
preserving 1500 mango
trees in three orchards
spread over around 25
hectares in Katthiwada
block, which is close to
Gujarat.

The mainstay of
these 1500 tree-strong
orchards is the Nur
Jahan mango variety,
each of whose fruits
weigh from 2 kg to 4
kg and is booked in
advance by big buyers
from across the coun-
try, particularly based in
Delhi, Mumbai and other
big cities.

“The big-sized Nur
Jahan mango variety’s
first tree was planted by
my father in the early
1980s out of sapling

brought from Guja-
rat and subsequently
the same trees were
planted in orchards of
our cousins’ family. This
year regular spells of
dust and thunderstorms
and hailstorm damaged
around 25-30% of the
crop in the flowering
and fruiting stages only.
While it has reduced the
number of fruits, its price
has increased because
of a dip in supply. While
we sold a maximum of
3.8 kg Nur Jahan mango
for Rs 2400 last year,
the maximum weighing
3.3 kg Nur Jahan mango
has been booked by a
buyer this year for Rs
3000,” Shivraj Singh
said.

But it's not just the
king-sized Nur Jahan
mangoes that form
the 1500-trees strong
three orchards of the
extended Jadhav family
in Katthiwada. Other
varieties, including
Shah Jahan and Jahan-
gir (weighing up to one

kg) and red and pink

coloured Sridevi and
Madhuri (named after
two illustrious Bollywood
actresses) and Mahara-
na variety, also are rare
possessions of the three
orchards of Katthiwada
only.

“My father named two
varieties developed
out of Gujarat’'s Vanraj
mango genre, as Sridevi
and Madhuri, based on
the red and pink colours,
that resembled the
cheeks of the two Bol-
lywood queens,” added
Shivraj.

Three other leading
mango farmers, includ-
ing Yuvraj Singh Thakur,
Yashpal Singh Thakur
and Pradeep Thakur
in Alirajpur and Jobat
blocks of Alirajpur dis-
trict, too are engaged in
mango farming in a big
manner.

Among them, Yuvraj
Singh is the most suc-
cessful mango farmer,
who since last season
has supplied around one
tonne (1000 kg) Kesar

and Hapus (Alfonso)
mangoes to large online
grocer Big Basket.
“Though 25% of the crop
in the 10-hectare area
has been destroyed
this season by inclem-
ent weather, still I'm
hopeful of meeting the
demand of Big Basket in
Indore this season also
for Kesar and Alfonso
mangoes,” Yuvraj said.

Another farmer,
Kunwar Singh Seja,
owns an orchard spread
over 2.5 hectares, which
is home to 18 varieties,
14 of which were show-
cased at the recent
mango festival in the
district.

“l haven’t ever trav-
eled to Gwalior in the
MP, but the Kesar,
Fazli, Neelam, and
Totapari mangoes from
my orchard have trav-
eled there. Mango vari-
eties from my orchard
are already being dis-
patched to Indore and
Bhopal, besides Vado-
dara in adjoining Guja-
rat,” he said.

Subscribe to first tranche of
Sovereign Gold Bonds FY 24 from
Monday, price set at Rs 5,926/gm

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): The Centre
has fixed the issue price
for the first tranche of
the Sovereign Gold
Bonds 2023-24, which
will be open for sub-
scription for five days
beginning Monday, at
Rs 5,926 per gram.

The specific dates are
June 19-23, 2023, with
June 27, 2023 being
the settlement date, the
finance ministry said in
a statement.

Buying the bonds
will be cheaper if done
online and through digi-
tal payments as the gov-
ernment after consulting
with the Reserve Bank
of India has offered a
discount of Rs 50 per
gram for such investors.
They will only have to
pay Rs 5,876 per gram.

The bonds will be

sold as always through
banks, the Stock Hold-
ing Corporation of India
Limited (SHCIL), des-
ignated post offices,
and the two recog-
nised stock exchanges
-- the National Stock
Exchange of India Lim-
ited and Bombay Stock
Exchange Limited.

The Gold Bond
scheme was launched
over seven years ago,
in November 2015, to
help channel a part of
domestic savings, used
in the purchase of gold,
into the financial market.

The price of the bond
is fixed on the basis
of the simple average
closing price of gold of
999 purity for the last
three working days of
the week preceding the
subscription period as
published by the India

Bullion and Jewellers
Association Limited.

The bonds are denom-
inated in multiples of
gram(s) of gold with a
basic unit of 1 gram.

The tenor of the bond
will be for a period of
eight years, with an exit
option after the fifth year
to be exercised on the
next interest payment
dates.

The minimum per-
missible investment is
one gram of gold. The
maximum limit is 4 kilo-
grams for individuals, 4
kg for Hindu Undivided
Families and 20 kg for
trusts and similar enti-
ties every fiscal (April-
March).

The Know-Your-Cus-
tomer (KYC) norms
remain the same as
that for the purchase of
physical gold.

US adds Switzerland to
currency monitoring

list, eyelng Chma

WASHINGTON, Jun
18 (Agencies): None
of the United States’
major trading partners
has been designated
as manipulating its
currency -- including
China -- the Treasury
Department said Friday,
although Switzerland
was added to a “moni-
toring list.”

China also warrants
close observation, the
Treasury added in a
biannual report to Con-
gress, over its failure to
publish information on
foreign exchange inter-
ventions and a “broader
lack of transparency
around key features of
its exchange rate mech-
anism.”

The report looks at
countries with big trade
surpluses that actively
intervene in foreign
exchange markets to
gain trade advantages.

“Most foreign
exchange intervention
by US trading partners
last year was in the form
of selling dollars, actions
that served to strength-
en their currencies,”
said Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen in a state-
ment.

She added that
although the global

economy has been
more resilient than many
expected, Russia’s war
on Ukraine weighs on
the outlook and has
increased energy and
food insecurity.

In the latest report,
seven economies are
on the Treasury’s moni-
toring list of key trad-
ing partners that merit
close attention to their
currency practices and
policies.

These are China,
South Korea, Germany,
Malaysia, Singapore,
Switzerland and Taiwan.

Switzerland was
declared a curren-
cy manipulator in
December 2020 and
became the subject of
“enhanced” discussions,
although it was removed
from the monitoring list
last year.

A Treasury official
noted that there remain
concerns with its current

account balance, adding
that both sides contin-
ue to discuss ways to
address this.

China’s trade imbal-
ance with the United
States was another
factor keeping it on the
list, the official added.
But Japan was removed
in the latest report.

Beijing has long faced
scrutiny, with Washing-
ton frequently accus-
ing the government of
keeping the exchange
rate artificially low via
its massive stockpile of
US dollars, undermining
US manufacturers and
workers.

The criteria considered
by the Treasury are a
large trade surplus with
the United States, a sig-
nificant current account
surplus and evidence of
“persistent, one-sided
intervention” in foreign
exchange markets.

WHO says toxic syrup risk ‘ongoing’, more countries hit

LONDON, Jun 18
(Agencies): There is an
ongoing global threat
posed by toxic cough
syrups, the World Health
Organization (WHO)
told Reuters, saying it
was now working with
six more countries than
previously revealed to
track the potentially
deadly children’s medi-
cines.

The UN agency has
already named nine
countries where tainted
syrups may have been
on sale, after the deaths
of more than 300 infants
on three continents last
year were linked to the
drugs.

Rutendo Kuwana, the
WHO team lead for inci-
dents with substandard
and falsified medicines,
declined to name the
siXx new countries the
agency is working with,
while investigations are
still underway.

He warned that con-
taminated medicines
could still be found for

The UN agency has already named nine countries where tainted syrups may have been on sale

several years, because
adulterated barrels of
an essential ingredient
may remain in ware-
houses. Cough syrups
and the ingredient, pro-
pylene glycol, both have
shelf-lives of around two
years.

“This is an ongoing
risk,” said Kuwana.

Unscrupulous actors
sometimes substitute
propylene glycol with
toxic alternatives, ethyl-
ene glycol and diethyl-
ene glycol, because they
are cheaper, several
pharmaceutical manu-
facturing experts told
agency.

The alternatives are
more commonly used
in brake fluid and other
products not meant for
human consumption.

The WHO'’s working
theory is that in 2021,
when prices of propyl-
ene glycol spiked, one
or more suppliers mixed
the cheaper toxic lig-
uids with the legitimate
chemical, Kuwana said.

He did not say where
the suppliers were
based, and added that
obscure supply chains
have made proving this
difficult.
Pharmaceutical man-
ufacturers, including
those alleged to have
produced the tainted
syrups that have been
found so far, typically
source ingredients from
external suppliers.
LIBERIA AND CAM-
EROON
Earlier this week, Nige-
ria’s regulator issued a
warning about con-
taminated paracetamol
syrups sold in Liberia,
although no deaths have
been reported there.
The Nigerian regulator
was testing the syrups,
which were not sold in
Nigeria, because Liberia
has no testing facilities.
The WHO issued
safety alerts last year
for Indian-made prod-
ucts found in Gambia
and Uzbekistan, and this
year in Micronesia and

the Marshall Islands.

It also issued an alert
last year for Indonesian-
made syrups that were
only sold domestically.
Indonesian authori-
ties say more than 200
children were likely poi-
soned by these.

Three Indonesian-
based manufacturers —
PT Yarindo Farmatama,
PT Universal Pharma-
ceutical Industries, PT
AFl Farma — have had
their licences revoked. A
fourth, PT Konimex, said
it had recalled all of the
relevant products and
its website says it was
cleared by the Indone-
sian regulator to sell new
batches as of December
2022. The Indonesian
regulator did not imme-
diately respond to a
request for comment.

In January, the WHO
named four other coun-
tries it was working with
— Timor Leste, Cambo-
dia, Senegal and the
Philippines — to track
whether any of the taint-

ed syrups had reached
their markets.

There is no current risk
to the population in the
countries the WHO has
named, Kuwana said,
either because con-
taminated medicines
had been pulled from
shelves or because
they never reached the
market in the first place.

The countries’ govern-
ments either confirmed
this, said there was only
a minimal risk, or did not
respond to requests for
comment.

The WHO said it has
also offered help to
Liberia and Cameroon —
which recently signalled
that it too may have con-
taminated cough syrups
for sale.

Cameroon’s health reg-
ulator said in April it was
investigating the deaths
of six children linked to
a cough syrup branded
as Naturcold. The man-
ufacturer named on the
packet is China’s Fraken
Group, which did not

immediately respond to
requests for comment.

But the Cameroon
authorities said in an
alert the medicine was
bought from unauthor-
ised sources and pos-
sibly smuggled in.

They did not respond
to requests for more
information.

Other manufacturers
identified in the current
spate of incidents are
largely Indian-based.
Two companies whose
products have been
linked to deaths have
been shuttered by
the authorities there:
Maiden Pharmaceuti-
cals, which sold syrups
to Gambia, and Marion
Biotech, whose syrups
went to Uzbekistan.

Naresh Kumar Goyal,
the founder of Maiden
Pharmaceuticals, told
Reuters in December
his company did noth-
ing wrong in the produc-
tion of the cough syrup.
Marion Biotech has not

responded to requests
for comment.

Besides these cases,
Indian-made medicines
supplied to the Marshall
Islands and Microne-
sia have been recalled
after Australian labora-
tory tests showing con-
tamination prompted a
WHO safety alert. The
manufacturer, QP Phar-
machem, told Reuters
earlier this year that its
own tests had found no
issues.

The contaminated
syrups in Liberia were
made by India’s Syner-
care Mumbai, according
to the Nigerian regula-
tor. The Liberian health
regulator said it plans to
incinerate the stock and
will recall two other Syn-
ercare products as well,
as a precaution.

Synercare did not
respond to a request for
comment.

NOT RECOMMEND-
ED

Since 2001, the WHO

has recommended
against giving cough
syrups to children aged
under 5, because it says
there is limited evidence
of how effective they
are, or what side-effects
they may have.

There have also been
at least five incidents
in the last half century
when paracetamol and
cough medicines were
contaminated with
deadly chemicals, in
countries including India
and Panama, although
the spate of deaths last
year is the deadliest on
record.

The WHO has also
urged all countries to
step up surveillance and
offered support to con-
cerned countries that do
not have the resources
to test their own medi-
cines.

“It's not over certainly,”
said Kuwana. “But we
don’t need to panic, as a
lot of countries are now
being proactive.”
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India set to take on Lebanon in Intercontinental Cup final

India finished top of the standings at the end of the group stage with seven points and no

goals conceded, registering wins over Mongolia and Vanuatu, and a draw with Lebanon.

BHUBANESWAR, Jun
18 (Agencies): Fierce
competitive spirit will
override camaraderie
between rival coaches
when India faces Leba-
non in the final of the
Intercontinental Cup
football tournament,
here on Sunday.

India chief coach Igor
Stimac and his opposite
number Aleksandar llic
have been long-time
friends ever since they
were teammates at
Spanish club Cadiz CF
backin 1994 and there is
plenty of mutual respect
between the two.

But Stimac’s stance on
the eve of the summit
clash indicated not an
inch would be given after
two clear goal-scoring
opportunities went beg-
ging for India in their
previous outing against
Lebanon on Thursday.

Anirudh Thapa missed
a sitter in the fourth
minute and striker Sunil
Chhetri, after receiving
a perfect delivery from
the central midfielder,
failed to find the back of
the net.

Going by the Croatian
coach’s strategy to make
wholesome chances in
all three games so far
against Mongolia, Van-
uatu and Lebanon, he
could spring a surprise
in the title clash as well.

But with the stakes
too high, it's unlikely he
would veer too far away
from his time-tested
combination, with India
on the cusp of regaining
the Intercontinental Cup
after lifting it in the inau-
gural edition in 2018,

when they beat Kenya
2-0 in Mumbai.

After the opening
game against Mongo-
lia, which India won
2-0, Stimac made nine
changes to the line-up
which defeated Vanuatu
riding on Chhetri’s goal.

He made 10 more
changes against Leba-
non, which included
benching star goal-
keeper Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu and Chhetri in
a goalless draw.

Defender Sandesh
Jhingan, who wore
the captain’s armband
in Chhetri’'s absence
against Lebanon, has
been the only constant
in all three games, indi-
cating the kind of faith
Stimac has in the tall
player and the India
backline.

The rock-solid backline
hasn’t disappointed the
coach either, racking up
six straight clean sheets
at home.

The one change that
caught everyone by
surprise was Chhetri’s
name missing from the
starting lineup against
Lebanon.

But Ashique Kuruni-
yan, who had to be
deployed at the centre-
forward position in the
star striker’s absence,
managed to impress
Stimac.

So did Udanta Singh,
who was shifted to the
left wing.

Stimac, when asked
about how his team
will approach the game
on Sunday, said he
wouldn’t want to change
much in terms of tactics
from how India played
on Thursday.

“Besides not scoring
(in the previous game),
| don’t think we did any-
thing wrong. | don’t think
we should change many
things. We need lots of
speed, we need players
with lots of aggressive-
ness and energy, who
are ready to respond
to the physical game
which Lebanon plays,”
said Stimac.

Stimac, who was a part
of the 1998 Croatian
team that finished third
in France ‘98, empha-
sised the importance
of remaining calm and
composed in front of the

goal.

He said, “The instruc-
tion is always same for
our players when they
are in front of the goal;
keep calm and com-
posed and keep your
eye on the ball; make
sure you hit the goal,
you don’t miss it. But it's
still not happening.”

Pointing out injuries
to key players in the
tournament, Stimac
said that the absence
of Ishan Pandita due to
a thigh injury was a big
setback.

The 25-year-old did
not play against Vanu-
atu, which left the hosts
with only two recognised
strikers in the side Chhe-
tri and Rahim Ali.

“l have to say that
we had trouble with
Pandita. | had lots of
expectations from him.
He pulled a muscle and
we didn’t want to risk
him. He could’ve been
a great asset for us in
that sense of scoring,
maybe, coming on in the
last-30 minutes or even
starting the game,” said
Stimac.

“Ashique (Kuruniyan)

too had an unknown
situation with his ankle
swelling and we didn’t
want to risk him (play-
ing the full 90 minutes),”
he added.

The Indian coach also
threw his support firmly
behind young striker
Rahim Ali, who has been
criticised for not scoring
goals in the tournament.

“What I'm really sorry
about is that | see, | hear
from public opinion that
people (are) getting
angry with Rahim Ali. |
need to tell you some-
thing, if we want our
strikers to rise up we
need to support them
when they are getting
a chance,” Stimac said.

“Rahim made the per-
fect one-touch back
pass, an unbelievable
run between the cen-
tre-backs where he put
himself in a brilliant posi-
tion to score the goal.
Be supportive to these
boys, don’t accuse them
and don’t judge them,”
added Stimac.

Stimac said that
against a side like Leba-
non, getting four oppor-
tunities to score was no
mean achievement.

He said, “Against
Lebanon, we had four
clear opportunities (on
Thursday). To create
those four opportunities
against Lebanon is not
easy. | appreciate what
the boys are doing.”

Lebanon was also held
goalless by Mongolia
after beating Vanuatu
3-1 in their opening
game.

The match starts at
7:30 PM on Sunday.

“PCB Wanted To Save Face...”: Ex-Pakistan
Captain’s Blunt Take On Asia Cup

KARACHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): Former
Pakistan captain Rashid
Latif has expressed his
feelings regarding the
Asia Cup, which will be
help under the recently-
approved hybrid model
in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. The Asia Cup
2023 will be held from
31st August to 17th Sep-
tember 2023, with four
matches to be played
in Pakistan, while the
remaining nine games

will be held in Sri Lanka.
Sharing his views on the
same, Latif said that
the Asia Cup schedule
is win-win situation for
both BCCIl and PCB

The 54-year-old sug-
gested that while the
Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) chief Jay Shah,
who is also the BCCI
Secretary, gain recogni-
tion for his efforts, PCB
also wanted to save their
face, due to the current
challenges.

“This is a typical sce-
nario; Jay Shah wanted
to win; he needed rec-
ognition for his work,
somewhere he wanted
the medal for his under-
the-belt tactics that
he organized some
event as he is the ACC
President. Moreover,
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) was also in a
critical situation, and
they also needed a way
to save face and find a
solution to overcome

their challenges,” Latif
was quoted as saying
by Cricket Pakistan.
Latif added labelled Sri
Lanka as a “significant
beneficiary” in this sce-
nario, as the majority of
the matches will be held
in the Island nation.
“Both India and Paki-
stan have been suc-
cessful in this. The third
beneficiary is Sri Lanka,
which will host almost
the tournament with nine
matches. Afghanistan,

Nepal, and Bangladesh
will receive their respec-
tive participating fees,
so it will be a very good
event for everyone. Pak-
istan is happy, India is
happy, and Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka are also
delighted,” he added.

Ashes 2023: Stuart Broad happy with
‘pretty good day’ despite Usman
Khawaja hundred on Day 2 of 1st Test

At the end of Day 2 of the Edgbaston Test, Australia are trailing

by 82 runs with five wickets left in their first innings.

BIRMINGHAM, Jun
18 (Agencies): Stuart
Broad reckoned that
England had a ‘pretty
good day’ in the office
on Day 2 of the opening
Ashes Test at Edgbas-
ton in Birmingham. At
Stumps on the second
day, Australia were trail-
ing by 82 runs with five
wickets left in their first
innings.

Broad dismissed
David Warner and
Marnus Labuschagne
to start England’s day
on a stupendous note.
He could have had his
third wicket as well had
he not bowled a no ball

I om— .

in the first over with the
second new ball.

In the third and final
session of the day’s
play, Broad rattled
Usman Khawaja’s
woodwork only for the
ball to be called illegal.
Khawaja stayed not out
on 126 and also com-
pleted 1000 Test runs
against England.

Broad, in the mean-
time, said that he is
happy with the position
England are in currently
with Australia not having
too much batting left.

“l think it was a pretty
good day actually. It has
been a slow, turgid pitch

so to be still 82 runs
ahead of Australia with
Pat Cummins and the
tail next, we are pretty
happy,” Broad was
quoted as saying to Sky
Sports.

“Things could happen
pretty quickly for us in
the first hour tomorrow
and there wasn’t a lot
in that pitch today,” he
added.

On Day 2, it was
Moeen Ali, who picked
up two wickets of Travis
Head and Cameron
Green. Broad kept his
fingers crossed for the
pitch at Edgbaston to
deteriorate as the Test
match goes deep. The
speedster said that Eng-
land’s main aim was to
make the visitors bat
last in the game.

“Ultimately, our aim
is for Australia to bat
last on that and for us
to bowl last on that and
hopefully it keeps dete-
riorating,” Broad added.

“So Much Depth”: Venkatesh
Prasad’s Heartfelt Post On
Ravichandran Ashwin Goes Viral

CHENNAI, Jun 18
(Agencies): Former
Indian cricket team
fast bowler Venkatesh
Prasad posted a heart-
felt message for Ravi-
chandran Ashwin after
the latter opened up
about his exclusion
from India’s World
Test Championship
(WTC) Final squad.
The Rohit Sharma-led
side decided to play just
one spinner in the form
of Ravindra Jadeja but
the decision backfired
as they were defeated
by Australia at the Oval.
Ashwin recently spoke
about the entire incident
and Prasad extended
his support to the vet-
eran India spinner. “So
much depth, empathy
and awareness. What a
champion is @ashwin-
ravi99, on the field and
off it,” he tweeted.

In an interview with
news agency, Ashwin
spoke about his skills
and how he approaches
the exclusion.

“It's a hard question to

answer, right? Because
we are standing right
after the WTC Final. |
would have loved to play
because | have played a
part in us getting there.
Even in the last final
| got four wickets and
bowled really well. Ever
since 2018-19, my bowl-
ing overseas has been
fantastic and | have
managed to win games
for the team,” he said in
the interview.

“l am looking at it as
a captain or coach and

I’'m just talking in hind-
sight, in their defence.
So the last time when
we were in England, it
was 2-2 with a drawn
Test and they would
have felt 4 pacers and
1 spinner is the combi-
nation in England. That
is what they might have
thought going into the
final,” Ashwin added.

Ashwin is currently
playing for Dindigul
Dragons in the Tamil
Nadu Premier League
(TNPL).

Badminton: Satwik and Chirag enter
Indonesia Open men’s doubles final;
Prannoy exits in semis

JAKARTA, Jun 18
(Agencies): Indian
men’s doubles duo of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty over-
came a game deficit to
beat Min Hyuk Kang
and Seung Jae Seo of
Korea in a tough battle
to enter the final of the
Indonesia Open World
Tour Super 1000 event.

The seventh-seeded
Indian duo had to fight
it out for one hour and
seven minutes to defeat
the unseeded Korean
pair 17-21, 21-19 and
21-18 in the semifinal.

With the win, the Indi-
ans now enjoy a 3-2
head-to-head record
over Kang and Seo.

Satwik and Chirag
ranked sixth in the world,
will face the winner of the
other semifinal between
Indonesia’s Pramudya
Kusumawardana and
Yeremia Erich Yoche
Yacob Rambitan and
second seeds Aaron
Chia and Wooi Yik Soh

of Malaysia in their
maiden World Tour
Super 1000 final.

The match started on
an even kneel before
the Korean pair surged
ahead to 6-3.

Once they conceded
the lead, Satwik and
Chirag were forced to
play catch-up badmin-
ton for the rest of the
first game.

The Indians used
their aggressive play
to reduce the margin to
15-19 and then 17-20
before Kang and Seo
kept their composure to
pocket the first game,
courtesy of an unforced
error.

Trailing, the reigning
Commonwealth Games
champions, looked more
purposeful after the
change of ends and took
an early 6-3 lead before
racing to 11-4 with a
flurry of fast-paced shots
and body smashes in
the second game.

Satwik and Chirag

were also helped by
some bad line calls and
unforced errors from the
Koreans. But Kang and
Seo didn’t give up and
clawed their way back
into the game to reduce
the gap to 18-15.

But the Indians man-
aged to hold on to their
nerves and played
sensibly to pocket the
second game and level
the scores.

The decider went neck
and neck till the first five
points before Satwik and
Chirag pocketed seven
straight points to race to
a 12-5 lead.

The Koreans tried
hard to bounce back
and at one time levelled
the scores at 16-16 but
Satwik and Chirag put
their foot on the accel-
erator and relied on their
aggressive play to keep
their nose ahead and
finally closed out the
game and the match.

Prannoy falls short

However, Prannoy H.
S failed to rise to the
occasion against top
seed Viktor Axelsen of
Denmark, going down
15-21 and 15-21 in
straight games.

Prannoy played the
catch-up game from the
onset and was never
really in for a fight.

He showed sparks of
brilliance in between,
riding on his cross-court
smashes but Axelsen’s
drop shots and court
coverage was good
enough to help him take
a decisive lead in both
games.

The script unfolded in
the same manner in both
games as Axelsen con-
tinued to maintain his
upper hand and pocket
the game and match in
an identical manner.

It was Prannoy’s sixth
loss against the Dane
in the international cir-
cuit with having just two
wins.

UEFA Nations League: It’d be the
perfect way to end the season, says
Spain’s Rodri ahead of final vs Croatia

ROTTERDAM, Jun 18
(Agencies): Spain mid-
fielder Rodri has said
that winning the UEFA
Nations League would
be the perfect way to
end the season. Spain
are all set to lock horns
with Croatia in the final
of the UEFA Nations
League at the Feye-
noord Stadium in Rot-
terdam, Netherlands.

Speaking ahead of
their match, Rodri said
winning the nations
league with Spain would
be the perfect way to
end the season. Spain
defeated Italy 2-1 in the
semi-final to set up a
clash with Croatia on
June 18.

“We beat Italy two
days ago in a very tough
game, and now we have
another final to play. And
we must understand the
importance of taking
these chances and win-
ning a trophy for the first
time in a long while. It
would be the perfect
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way to end the season,”
said Rodri.

He went on to say that
he’s in better shape than
he thought he’d be at the
end of the season and
wants to round of the
season with the Nations
League trophy. Croatia
defeated the Nether-
lands 4-2 in a match that
went to extra time in the
semi-final of the Nations
League.
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“We have a big game
tomorrow after a very
long season for me
which has been very
demanding. I'm now in
a situation where I'm
in better shape than |
thought. So | have to
make the most of this
opportunity to round
off a fantastic season,”
Rodri added.

The Manchester City
midfielder said it would

be brilliant to win a
trophy for Spain for the
first time in a long while.
Rodri was the goal-scor-
er in Manchester City’s
first-ever UEFA Cham-
pions League triumph,
defeating Inter Milan 1-0
in the final on June 11.
“l think it would be
brilliant to win a trophy
for Spain for the first
time in a long while and
take Spain to the top. It
would be very important
not just in terms of win-
ning, but also in terms of
forging a winning future.
It’'s a unique opportunity
tomorrow and it would
stand us in good stead
for future tournaments
and have a winning
mentality,” said Rodri.
Rodri has enjoyed a
trophy-laden season
with City, winning the
Premier League, UEFA
Champions League and
the FA Cup, becoming
just the second English
team to win the treble.
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JAMMU, Jun 18: Cel-
ebrating the significance
of water resources, BIG
FM, one of the lead-
ing radio networks in
the country, has joined
forces with the Minis-
try of Culture, Govern-
ment of India, and has
embarked on a monu-
mental journey with its
campaign 'Jal Yatra' at
Maharaja Hari Singh
Park, Jammu. As an
integral part of the
ongoing celebrations of
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
saV', this initiative aims
to enlighten listeners
about the untold sto-
ries of rivers and raise
awareness about the
importance of water
resources. Mayor of
Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration Sh. Rajendra
Sharma was the Chief
Guest to the occasion.
Speaking at the outset
Rajendra Sharma said
“Tawi River is of vital
significance in Jammu
City and | am delighted
to be a part of the initia-
tive. | appeal to Jam-
muites to have a sense
of pride and responsibil-

ity towards our nation's
rivers and make efforts
to preserve the rivers.
The initiative offers a
unique opportunity to
the listeners to connect
with the essence of our
rivers and get an insight
on their significance.
The campaign, which
spans across 12 weeks,
commenced last month
and will culminate on
1st August 2023. In
a collective effort to
drive consciousness
amongst the people, a
cultural event was held
in the city of Jammu on
17th June with cultural
performances by DPS
students. They mes-
merised the audience

with soulful songs with
an aim to raise aware-
ness on water conserva-
tion, several attendees
gathered to be part of
this unforgettable event.
The radio network
extended an invitation to
the listeners, encourag-
ing them to come and be
a part of the enchanting
musical night.

Speaking about the ini-
tiative, Sunil Kumaran,
COO, BIG FM said, "We
are delighted to partner
with the Ministry of Cul-
ture for the distinctive
‘Jal Yatra' campaign. It's
an incredible opportuni-
ty for us to engage and
enlighten our listeners
about the vital signifi-

cance of water resourc-
es. It is a meaningful
endeavour, aligning per-
fectly with the spirit of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
say, instilling a sense of
pride and responsibil-
ity towards our nation's
rivers. Rivers hold a
sacred space in India
and together we are
determined to create
a transformative ripple
effect, preserving these
invaluable lifelines for
generations to come.
With this campaign,
we hope to continue to
remain at the forefront of
more such purpose-led
initiatives.”

This initiative reflects
the shared commitment

of BIG FM and the Min-
istry of Culture towards
advocating for a sustain-
able future for our rivers
and our nation. Sup-
ported by the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, the cam-
paign is celebrating the
rich culture of the rivers
of India across 58 cities.
In addition to Jammu,
BIG FM will also host
grand musical concerts
on the river beds of
Surat, Varanasi, Guwa-
hati, and Trivandrum.
The campaign is being
extensively promoted
across on-air and digital
platforms of the radio
network coupled with
pervasive on-ground
activations.

Prominent among
those who were the
panellists of the dis-
cussion on ‘Jal Yatra’
included Mr Rajinder
sharma (Mayor, JMC),
Prof. Lalit Mangotra
(Academician), Prof.
Bhola Nath Sharma
(Environmentalist), Dr.
Mrinahini (Cultural Heri-
tage Promoter), Chan-
der Mohan, (Advocate)
and Anil Sharma (Edu-
cationist).

Rampaul visits Bahu Fort,
listens to public grievances

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18: To listen grievances
of the public of Bahu Fort, former Min-
ister and Zonal President JKNC, Babu
Rampaul alongwith Provincial Jt Sec-
retary JKNC Ankush Abrol, Coordina-
tor Jammu District (Urban) and Zonal
Secretary JKNC, Dr. Vikas Sharma and
other leaders of National Conference
paid a visit to Bahu Fort to take cog-
nizance about day to day problems of
public being faced there.

During public meet, it was brought to
the notice that sewerage work is being
done in the area in a dilly dally way and
till now not a single house has been con-
nected with sewerage with streets lying
in a dilapidated conditions with none to
take care of their problem including the
concerned contractor.

They raised the issue of the pilgrim
place Bahu Fort temple of Kali Mata
where thousands of devotees come for
paying obeisance, but no care has been
taken to augment facilities at par with
Vaishno Devi Shrine. Expressing their
tale of woes, the people complained

that they are facing a tough time during
this summer season with fifteen hours
power cuts and consequently drinking
water supply gets interrupted for three
to four days. Due to the casual approach
of the Govt, the public including pilgrims
are suffering badly during this killing hot
weather.

Babu Rampaul paid a patient hearing
to their manifold grievances and assured
them that their problems shall be taken
up soon with the concerned authori-
ties for speedy redressal. He urged
the people to strengthen the hands of
Jammu and Kashmir National Confer-
ence in the ensuing assembly elections
enabling NC to do early solutions of their
several problems so far not solved by
LG Administration. Rampaul also spoke
to NC workers to rise to the occasion
for solving the problems of the public
in Bahu Fort areas and immediately
intimate wherever our help is required.
Those who spoke on the occasion
include, Ankush Abrol, Dr Vikas Sharma,
BD Dalotra, Baldeev Raj, Surjit Kumair,
Sagar Chand, Manohar Raj, Romesh
kumar, Ram Singh and others.

Workshop on PMSMA, AMB & MR held NDPI will be part of Modi’s nation building mission: Rajesh

TOP NEWS REPORT

DODA, Jun 18: With the aim to
enhance the basic knowledge, skill and
professional performance of healthcare
workers, the District Health Society
Doda on 17-06-2023 organized a day
long orientation cum workshop pro-
gramme on Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA), Anaemia
Mukt Bharat (AMB) and Measles Rubel-
la at CHC Thathri. The programme was
held under the chairmanship of Chief
Medical Officer Doda Dr Ab Hamid
Zargar in the presence of Block Medi-
cal Officer Thathri Dr Shafgat Javed
Zargar.

CMO Doda Dr AH Zargar said that the
department should focus on strengthen-

ing of mother & child healthcare deliv-
ery for reducing the maternal and infant
mortality in the District.

BMO Thathri Dr Shafqat Javed Zargar,
while welcoming the participants
thanked the CMO Doda for sparing his
valuable time in attending this impor-
tant workshop and made a detailed
presentation for guiding the block in
better monitoring of key indicators of
various programmes. The programme
was attended by Dr Shakeel Ahmed
Kichloo, Rishi Kumar Pandita (Head
Phst), Jonson Chandail (Divisional
Training Coordinator), Ashiq Hussain
(DAC), Shiv Pal (DMEIO), Ms Priyanka
Manhas (VCCM) besides Incharges
health facilities and Paramedical Staff
of Block Thathri.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18: J&K National
Democratic Party Indian (NDPI)
Chief, Rajesh Gupta today
claimed that regional parties
stands discredited and isolated
for its myopic politics.

Addressing workers here he
said that functionaries of NDPI
are epitome of selfless service
and they have withstood all
challenges and proven their loy-
alty towards people, party and
its leadership.

Gupta said that NC, Congress
and PDP claiming to form next
government in J&K will not even

find enough candidates to field
from all constituencies.

He said while interacting with
party workers here, Gupta said
that Indian politics has entered
into a new era of bonding with
social barriers crashing and
‘nation first’ philosophy becom-
ing the way of life and guiding
force to ensure progression
of all, irrespective of religion,
region or caste.“In this journey
of New India, every segment of
the society is working towards
strengthening the hands of Nar-
endra Modi to carry forward his
mission of nation building”.

NDPI will be the part of Modi’s

nation building mission.

growth story, he added.

Gupta referred to the great
initiatives taken over the years
and implementation of vari-
ous schemes and welfare pro-
grammes with missionary zeal,
saying these have resulted in
the growth of every section
of the society. “The agenda
of inclusiveness has instilled
a sense of confidence and
hope among the people, who
have been craving for march-
ing ahead as proud Indians to
become part of the country ‘s

The NDPI leader declared that

in J&K right from Panchayat
level up to top and it is all set
to provide an honest and viable
alternative to the people of J&K
in coming elections. He dropped
hint that party would gear up
activities to contest coming elec-
tions may alliance with BJP.

Gupta asked his Party func-
tionaries to shoulder responsi-
bilities for protection of J&K’s
unique cultural and political
identity.

Senior NDPI leaders Umesh
Manhas, S. Kuljeet Singh,
Tilakraj, Sandeep Anand, Rajiv
Luthra and others also spoke on
the occasion.

party would strengthen its units

Natrang presents Urdu comedy

play, ‘dhootha Khwaab’

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18:
Natrang presented a
hilarious performance
of an Urdu comedy
play, ‘Jhootha Khwaab'
here today at Natrang
in Natrang’s weekly
Theatre series ‘Sunday
Theatre’. The play has
been written by Shoukat
Thanvi and directed by
Neeraj Kant. A very well
conceived and struc-
tured play carried candid
instances of comedy in
its content, which was
appreciated by the audi-
ence of different age
groups.

The play opens with a
scene showing ‘Jhum-
man Miya’ in his room
screaming and trem-
bling with fear after
waking up from a bad
dream. In his dream,
his father and grand-
father visited him and
predicted that he is
to die that very day at
four in the morning and
join his forefathers in
heaven. Jhumman Miya
believes his dream to be
true and so his death
prediction because
according to him his
father and grandfather
would never lie to him.
He checks the time and
realises that he has only

two hours left with him
before the clock strikes
four.

He calls everyone
present at home, his
wife and servants and
narrates the unfortunate
incident. Rather than
worrying about dying
and leaving his family
behind he is more con-
cerned about settling
the financial matters.
He doesn't want to
waste the little time he
has on earth and hur-
riedly updates his wife
about all his financial
transactions and how
much money he still has
to recover from people
and gives a stern direc-
tion that she shall
not let a single penny
unrecovered from the

people after he leaves
this world to which she
replies that there would
be no fun of collecting
the money if he is not
with her and prays that
this dream to not come
true and prove to be a
false prophecy.

During all this discus-
sion, the clock strikes
four, Jhumman Miya
thinks he is dead accord-
ing to the prophecy and
goes off to sleep. His
shock and grief-stricken
wife starts wailing and
crying so loudly that
even their neighbours
arrive to mourn his
untimely death. A while
later he wakes up real-
ising that he isn’t dead
as he thought he was
and that it was indeed

a false dream. It is a
rib-tickling comedy and
through the character of
Jhumman Miya, it sati-
rizes the money mind-
edness and materialistic
nature of people.

Natrang young art-
ists who presented a
wonderful performance
included Mihir Gujral,
Saanvi Anand, Aadesh
Dhar, Abhimanyu
Choudhary, Sheryaar
Salaria and Sushane
Dulloo. The lights of
the play were designed
and executed by Neeraj
Kant whereas music
was scored by Vanshika
Pandoh. The show was
coordinated by Mohd.
Yaseen and the pre-
sentations were done
by Chirag Anand.

Aryans Group of Colleges, Chandigarh

launches ‘Ladakh Super 30’ at Leh

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 18:
Aryans Group of Colleg-
es, Rajpura, Near Chan-
digarh today launched
"Ladakh Super 30" for
the needy & deserving
students of Leh & Kargil
region.

The scheme would
aim at providing higher
education to needy &
deserving students of
Ladakh region on merit
cum mean basis. The
shortlisted students
will get options to study
Engineering, Law, Nurs-
ing, Pharmacy, Para-
medical, Physiotherapy,
MBA, BBA, BCA, Poly-
technic Diploma etc. at
Aryans Group of Col-
leges on 100 percent or
partial scholarship.

Dr. Anshu Kataria,
Chairman, Aryans
Group also launched a
toll free number 1800
123 33633 for students
in a Press conference,
today held at Dreamland
Hotel, Fort Road, Leh.
The interested students
can enquire more about
the scholarship scheme
for Ladakh Super 30
through mentioned tol
free number.

On the occasion, Adv.
Amit Sharma, Chairman,
AGC(Amritsar Group of
Colleges) , Amritsar &

— ——

fooe iLLEGES RAJPUL

eV

ek R 4
ﬂﬂﬂl’f - * TOLLEGES

renowned educationist
of the region including
Er Asrar ul Haq, Mr.
Aijaz Ali, Mr. Rais, Mr.
Suhail, Mr. Saifwas also
present

On the occasion, the
students who brought
laurels to Leh Ladakh
region were also hon-
ored which includes
Zainab khatoon, Sonam
chuksit, Stanzin dolma.

It is to be mentioned
that, established in
2007, Aryans campus is
located on Chandigarh—
Patiala highway, near
Chandigarh and has

lush green 20 acres pol-
lution free campus and
has become the desti-
nation for JK students.
Aryans Group has been
serving the educational
and intellectual interests
of the youth in a com-
mendable manner. The
Group is running Engi-
neering College, Law
College, Pharmacy Col-
lege, Management Col-
lege, Business School,
Education College,
Agriculture College, and
Nursing College etc.
Also Aryans is the only
campus outside Kash-
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mir where the major-
ity of students are from
J&K. In past Aryans JK
students have done
many small innovations
including “Shikara App”,
“Solar Boat”, “Rama-
dhan App, “Android
App, “eMunshi App”
“Safety Helmet”, “Save
Kashmir” & “Life Saving
Glove” for the Valley.
Aryans JK students
have also organized
two shikara races which
witnessed participation
of hundreds of tourist
in the world famous Dal
Lake.
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