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Urmila Matondkar urges 
people to spread love 

and not hatred

Odisha train accident: CM 
Patnaik briefs PM Modi 
about present situation

Trump congratulates North 
Korea’s ‘Kim Jung Un’, faces flak 

from own party

Active Covid 
cases in India 
dip to 3,343

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 
(Agencies): India has 
recorded 202 new 
coronavirus infec-
tions, while the active 
cases have decreased 
to 3,343 from 3,502, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry data 
updated on Sunday. 
The death toll has 
increased to 5,31,880 
with two deaths, the 
data updated at 8 am 
stated.

The Covid case tally 
was recorded at 4.49 
crore (4,49,91,582).

The active cases 
now comprise 0.01 per 
cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national 
COVID-19 recovery 
rate has been recorded 
at 98.81 per cent, 
according to the health 
ministry website.

The number of people 
who have recuper-
ated from the disease 
surged to 4,44, 56,359 
and the case fatality 
rate was recorded at 
1.18 per cent.

According to the min-
istry’s website, 220.66 
crore doses of Covid 
vaccine have been 
administered in the 
country so far under 
the nationwide vaccina-
tion drive.

Body of 
Kashmiri 
youth found 
dead in West 
Bengal 
college 
reaches home

BUDGAM, Jun 4 
(Agencies): The body 
of the Budgam youth 
who was found dead 
at a college hostel in 
West Bengal last week 
reached his native vil-
lage in central Kash-
mir’s Budgam district 
on Sunday afternoon.

Quoting locals, news 
agency reported that 
on June 2, the family 
members received 
a call from college 
authorities that their 
son Muhammad Umar 
Ganai who was study-
ing engineering at the 
Budge Budge Institute 
of Technology Kolkata 
was found dead at the 
college hostel.

However, two days 
later, on Sunday after-
noon, the body of the 
deceased reached 
his native village of 
Debipora Yarikhah in 
Khansahab tehsil of 
Budgam where thou-
sands of people were 
seen wailing over his 
death.

An official said they 
have started the inves-
tigation to ascertain the 
cause of the death.

SRINAGAR, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): More than 28,000 gov-
ernment employees working in 
Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing 8,000 police and paramili-
tary force personnel, are under 
the scanner of the Income-tax 
department for allegedly claim-
ing bogus refunds worth a few 
crores of rupees while filing their 
ITRs, official sources said.

The taxman has found that 
this purported fraud took place 
during the Income Tax Returns 
(ITRs) filing seasons in 2020-21 
and 2021-22 even as the depart-
ment has registered two crimi-
nal FIRs against a Chartered 
Accountant (CA) and 404 other 
people, with the J-K Police crime 
branch after a similar fraud was 
detected for the last few fiscals.

The alleged irregularities came 
to light sometime back after the 

Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) 
wing of the department located 
in Srinagar found that a number 
of people who are assessed in 
the Union Territory of J-K had 
claimed “excessive and ineli-
gible deductions” under various 
heads leading to claim of bogus 

refunds, the sources said.
The Principal Director of I-T 

(J-K and Ladakh) M P Singh 
sanctioned filing of police FIRs 
against the CA and 404 other 
people that includes some dubi-
ous tax advisors and filers for 
“entering into a conspiracy and 

defrauding the exchequer of a 
sum of Rs 16.72 crore between 
the financial years 2017-18, 
2018-19 and 2019-20.”

The department found that 
many among these people had 
filed incorrect or false ITRs and 
had identically claimed around 
Rs 4 lakh in refunds, they said.

The department, as part of 
the complaints that resulted 
into two FIRs filed on May 25, 
has shared with the police the 
names, addresses, PAN and 
bank accounts of these 405 
people after which the crime 
branch froze these bank depos-
its, the sources said.

The police has booked these 
people under various sections of 
the IPC like 420 (cheating), 468 
(forgery), 471 (using a forged 
document as genuine), 120B 

SRINAGAR, Jun 4 
(Agencies): PDP presi-
dent and former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti has 
been issued a passport 
with 10-year validity, 
sources said here on 
Sunday.

After a prolonged legal 
battle in the Delhi High 
Court, the passport was 
delivered to Mehbooba. 
Her travel document 

expired in 2019 and 
since then she had been 
seeking its renewal.

It came barely two 
days ahead of a hearing 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court where Men-
booba’s daughter Iltija’s 
plea challenging the 
decision of the passport 
office to give her a coun-
try-specific passport is to 
come up.

The passport given to 
Mehbooba, who was 
the last chief minister 
of erstwhile Jammu and 
Kashmir state before it 
was bifurcated in 2019, 
is valid from June 1, 
2023, till May 31, 2033.

The Delhi High Court in 
March this year had 

Woman dies 
after hit 
by train in 
Budgam

SRINAGAR, Jun 4 
(Agencies): A woman 
died after being hit by a 
moving train in Central 
Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict on Sunday, officials 
said. 

They said that the 
woman was hit between 
Budgam and Mazhom 
srations.

“An unknown lady was 
hit by a moving train No 
09785 in between Bud-
gam-Mazhom section 
causing her death,” an 
official said.

SRINAGAR, Jun 4 
(Agencies): Meteo-
rological Department 
forecast of dry weather 
with temperature to rise 
gradually in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Mainly Clear weather 
with a brief spell of rain, 
thunder or lightning may 
occur at some places 
towards late afternoon 
or evening chances of 
30-40 per cent, the MeT 
office said.

It said the weather is 
likely to remain dry but 
a brief spell of Shower 

or thunderstorms mainly 
towards evening can’t 
be ruled out from June 
5-12 and there would 
be a gradual increase in 
temperature that results 
in warmer days ahead.

There is no major fore-
cast of any major rain-
fall till June 12, the MeT 
office added.

It has also advised 
farmers to carry out all 
farm operations today 
and onwards till June 12 
and finish work before 
dusk sets in as rain can 
occur any time during 

the evening.
Srinagar recorded a 

low of 10.4 degree Cel-
sius against 9.8 degree 
Celsius a day ago and 
it was 2.1 degree Cel-
sius below normal for 
the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The maximum temper-
ature though showed an 
increase but was still 2.3 
degree Celsius below 
normal of 26.3 degree 
Celsius recorded on 
Sunday.

Qazigund recorded a 
low of 8.2 degree 

28K J&K Govt employees under I-T Dept scanner 
for claiming bogus refunds

Former J&K CM 
Mehbooba Mufti issued 
Passport after 3 Years

Amid dry weather temperature 
to rise in J&K

NEW YORK, Jun 4 (Agencies): 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
has said after the Karnataka elec-
tion victory his party will “decimate” 
the BJP in Telangana and other 
state polls, emphasising that it is 
not just the Congress party but the 
people of India who are going to 
defeat its hate-filled ideology.

“We have shown in Karnataka 
that we can decimate the BJP…
We did not defeat them, we deci-
mated them. We smashed them 
in Karnataka,” Gandhi said at a 
dinner event organised here Sat-
urday by the Indian Overseas 
Congress-USA.

Gandhi arrived in New York after 

visiting Washington and San Fran-
cisco and will address a commu-
nity rally at the Javits Centre in 
Manhattan on Sunday.

He said in the Karnataka elec-
tions, the BJP “tried everything 

in the book, they had the entire 
media, they had 10 times the 
amount of money we had, they 
had the government, they had the 
agency. They had everything and 
then we decimated them,” Gandhi 
said.  “And I want you to know that 
we are going to decimate them in 
Telangana next,” he said to loud 
cheers and applause from the 
gathering.

“It will be hard to find the BJP 
in Telangana after this election.” 
Election in the southern Indian 
state is scheduled to be held later 
this year.

Congress supporters, officials, 
party 

People of India are going to defeat 
BJP: Rahul Gandhi

SRINAGAR, Jun 4 
(Agencies): Jammu 
and Kashmir Police on 
Sunday arrested three 
drug smugglers and 
recovered 380 capsules 
of Spasmo Proxyvon 
Plus at Railway crossing 
Pattan in North Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district.                                                                                                                                      
A Spokesperson said 
that Police under the 
supervision of Mohd 
Nawaz-JKPS, SDPO 
Pattan assisted by Inspr 
Sarjan Ahmad, SHO PS 
Pattan arrested drug 
smugglers namely Sajad 

Ahmad Gojri S/O Mohd 
Sultan, Mohd Aman Gojri 
S/O Manzoor Ahmad & 
Basit Ahmad Gojri S/O 
Mohd Ramzan all resi-
dents of Pattan, Baram-
ulla during naka check-
ing at Railway Crossing 
Pattan who were coming 
on a Scooty bearing 
registration number 
JK05K-6259 from Buran 
towards Pattan and 
upon seeing the naka 
party they tried to flee 
from the spot but were 
apprehended tactfully.

JAMMU, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): Ahead of mon-
soon, a mega nursery 
of fruit plants set up by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
horticulture department 
near the India-Pakistan 
border fence is all set 
to provide saplings of 
guava, mango, litchi 
and other fruits to the 
local farmers from next 
month.

The nursery spread 
over 100 acres in the 
Chakroi area of R S 
Pura was inaugurated 

in January by Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha.

”It was set up in a 
record period of one 
and a half years and 
was inaugurated in 
January by the lieuten-
ant governor. We have 
sown 12,000 mother 
plants,” district level 
subject specialist at the 
nursery Sandeep Kumar 
Sharma said.

According to locals, 
the border belt has wit-
nessed a massive trans-
formation with majority 

of plants in the nursery 
have grown 4 to 5 feets.

”It is the biggest nurs-
ery of Jammu and 
Kashmir for sub-tropical 
plants. The capacity of 
this nursery is to pro-
duce 5 lakh saplings and 
we hope to add more to 
the existing capacity,” 
Sharma said.

The nursery has so far 
produced over one lakh 
root stocks which will be 
transformed into high-
quality fruit plants.

The nursery has 14 

diverse greenhouses, 
each serving a specific 
purpose. Among them, 
two state-of-the-art 
polygreenhouses offer 
cutting-edge technology, 
ensuring optimal condi-
tions for plant growth, 
he said.

Besides, it has two 
insect-proof nethouses, 
two screen houses, four 
shade net houses and 
three naturally-ventilat-
ed polygreenhouses, he 
added.

Mega nursery in J&K near Pakistan border all set 
to cater to local fruit growers this monsoon

SRINAGAR, Jun 4 
(Agencies): National 
Conference president 
Farooq Abdullah on 
Sunday said holding the 
G20 event in Kashmir 
will not benefit tourism 
in the Valley till India 
and Pakistan resolve the 
”future” of the Union Ter-
ritory through dialogue.

He also said Jammu 
and Kashmir was suf-
fering heavy losses 
because of the lack of 
an elected government.

”The question is wheth-
er we will benefit in 
terms of tourism arrivals 
from these countries? 
That cannot happen till 
the situation here does 
not improve and the situ-
ation will not improve till 
the two big countries 
do not hold dialogue on 
how to shape the future 
of this state,” Abdullah 
told reporters here.

The NC president was 
responding to a question 
whether holding of the 
G20 meeting in Srinagar 
would benefit the union 
territory.

”We did. The roads 
which were in bad shape 
for many years were 

repaired. The walls got 
a fresh coat of paint. 
The street lights started 
working. So we did ben-
efit from it,” he said.

Over lack of an elected 
government in J and K, 
Abdullah, ”Democracy 
is when there is an 
elected government. 
One LG and his advi-
sor cannot look after 
the entire state. There 
are MLAs who look 
after their respective 
areas as it is their duty. 
The bureaucracy is not 
bothered about these 
things as they do not 
retire till the age of 60 
years. An MLA has to 
go back to the people 
every five years. If he 
does not work, he won’t 
get the votes. Therefore, 
it is very important that 

elections should be held 
here,” he said.

The Lok Sabha 
member from Srinagar 
said his party was ready 
for the elections any 
time.

Responding to the 
statement of Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj 
Sinha that a few par-
ties in Kashmir had 
hijacked the elections in 
the past, Abdullah said, 
”Don’t they have means 
to counter it? They can 
approach the high court 
or the election commis-
sion. Even Indira Gandhi 
was also ousted (by 
the High Court). There 
are avenues.” On the 
Odisha train accident, 
he said it was one of the 
major disasters in the

Situation in Kashmir won’t 
improve till India, Pak hold 
dialogue: Farooq Abdullah

Police 
dismisses 
constable from 
service for 
unauthorised 
long absence 
in Ramban

JAMMU, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): Ramban Police 
dismissed a constable 
namely Arvind Kapoor 
from services for unau-
thorised prolonged 
absence after following 
all the codal formalities.

As per Police 

Three drug smugglers 
arrested in Baramulla: 
Police
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Jun 4: J&K National 

Conference has expressed its 
great resentment over the state-
ment given by the Lt Governor 
that the successive govern-
ments have hijacked elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir. The Party 
said that it was an insult to the 
people of the State who have 
always participated enthusias-
tically in the electoral process.

This was stated by Rattan 
Lal Gupta, Provincial Presi-
dent JKNC while addressing 
party workers meeting at vil-
lage Dhanu in Bhalwal area of 
Nagrota Constituency.

The Provincial President said 
that the statement of Lt Gover-
nor was an attempt to malign the 
political parties and the people 
of J&K who have shown their 
commitment to democracy time 
and again.  He said the state-
ment of Lt Governor could be 
seen as undermining the cred-
ibility of the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI), which is an 
independent constitutional body 
responsible for conducting free 
and fair elections in the country.

Rattan Lal Gupta has accused 
the BJP Government at the 
Centre of delaying the due 
Assembly elections in order 

to maintain its hold in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He said BJP is 
scared of facing elections in J&K 
because they know they have 
no base there. That is why the 
Saffron Party is delaying elec-
tion process.

The senior NC leader assert-
ed that democracy cannot be 
imposed from outside but has 
to come from within. He empha-
sized that the people of J&K 
should be allowed to decide 
their own future through a dem-
ocratic process.

Notably, the Assembly elec-
tions in J&K were last held in 
2014, before the state was bifur-
cated into two Union Territories 
in August 2019. Since then, the 
Union Territory has been under 
President’s Rule.

Earlier, Kuldeep Raj, senior NC 
leader who organized today’s 

meeting, raised serious concern 
over scarcity of basic amenities 
like shortage of power, water 
and lack of healthcare facilities 
in the area. He said people have 
been forced to live a miserable 
life. The meeting was chaired by 
Sarpanch Sain Khan and was 
attended by Lambardar Swarn 
Singh, Bharat Singh, Sohan 
Lal, Rajinder Singh, Madan Lal, 
Nadeem, Shabir and others.

Rattan Lal said that general 
public is confronting number of 
problems. He said that people 
are decrying for power and 
water facilities and have been 
compelled to come on roads at 
many places across the region. 
He said that BJP government is 
running an authoritative dispen-
sation in J&K with citizen rights 
under siege as common man is 
ignored on all fronts.  He also 

asked the government to clear 
the liability of MGNREGA of the 
area which has crossed nearly 
Rs 2 crore.

Pardeep Bali, Provincial Sec-
retary JKNC Jammu, asked 
party workers to gear up for 
upcoming polls in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Asserting that NC 
alone is the solution to end the 
miseries of people, he asked 
party cadre especially the work-
ers to gear up for the upcoming 
Panchayat and Local Bodies 
elections to give befitting reply 
to the Saffron Party which are 
befooling the people with their 
hollow slogans.

Raghubir Singh, District Pres-
ident Jammu Rural A, asked 
people to be cautious from divi-
sive policies of BJP and support 
the National Conference in the 
upcoming polls in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Vijay Lochan, Chairman SC 
Cell JKNC Jammu, asked 
people of the area to strength-
en hands of Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah and Omar Abdullah to once 
again install a government 
which is people-centric and 
considerate towards the prob-
lems of the common man and 
not like BJP Government which 
is doing anything and everything 
for selected few in the country.

Top News Report
SAMBA, Jun 4: Apni 

Party Provincial Presi-
dent, Jammu, and Former 
Minister, S. Manjit Singh 
on Sunday has demand-
ed a curb on illegal mining 
of minerals from the river 
beds in District Samba 
due to which the ground 
water level has reduced 
in many villages.

The Former Minister 
was addressing a meet-
ing at village Koulpur 
during which the people 
appraised him about 
various developmental 
issues with the Apni Party 
leaders.

The meeting was organ-
ised by Block Vice Presi-
dent, Vijaypur, Sadar 
Wazir Singh Jangi.

Addressing the meeting, 
S. Manjit Singh extended 
support to the growing 
concern of the people 
with regard to the drop in 
ground water level follow-
ing in planned and unsci-
entific mining in the river 
beds by the mining mafia.

“The groundwater 
level has reduced to a 
drastic level in villages 
around Devak and Bas-
antr rivers which has 
alarmed the locals and 
they have raised serious 
concern over the unabat-
ed mining by the mafia 
with the involvement of 
mining department and 
civil administration,” he 

said, expressing his dis-
pleasure over the situ-
ation which has caused 
uneasiness among the 
villagers.

He said that the villag-
ers are mostly dependent 
upon groundwater for irri-
gation and drinking pur-
poses but the inaction of 
the authorities against the 
mining mafia has posed 
threat to the ecosystem, 
and ground water level.

“If no action is taken 
against the mining mafia, 
the people will come on 
the road. Therefore, it 
is better for the authori-
ties to take immediate 
steps to put a curb on the 
mining mafia who have 
dug deep over 20 to 25 
ft in the river beds which 
has resulted in the reduc-
ing groundwater level,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, he also 
referred to other develop-
mental issues raised by 
the people with regard to 
the road connectivity, and 
unscheduled power cuts 
and demanded that the 
authorities should take 
steps for the revamp of 
developmental activities.

He criticized authorities 
that they can bring posi-
tive change in the lives 
of the people, but their 
inaction, and actions 
against the public will 
have developed a feeling 
of alienation from the LG 
administration.

Citing an example 
of ill planned policy of 
Agniveers for the youth 
aspiring to join Indian 
Army, he said that the 
number of youth joining 
Indian army has reduced 
because of poor chances 
of getting regularized 
for regular jobs after the 
completion of four years.

“Youth have failed to 
understand why the 
policy was introduced 
which has service tenure 
of four years, and what 
they will do after getting 
retired from the service. 
There is no future or 
sense of job protection 
for the educated youth. 
Otherwise, border areas 
would prefer joining the 
army as first priority,” he 
said, and appealed to the 
Govt of India to look into 
the policy and make regu-
lar recruitments on a per-
manent basis so that the 
border youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir can be pro-
vided permanent jobs in 
the security forces.

He also demanded a 
special on spot recruit-
ment drive for the border 
areas and kandi belt in 
the paramilitary and J&K 
Police. He said that the 
talented youth should be 
provided an appropriate 
platform to work for the 
nation, and protect its 
integrity.

He however, appealed 
to the people and the par-
ents to play an important 
role in preventing their 
children from becoming 
drug addicted.

“The drug addiction has 
become a serious threat 
to the youth and the mem-
bers of civil society, and 
family members have a 
bigger role to play,” he 
added.

Top News Report
KATHUA, Jun 4: 

Sant Nirankari Mission 
branch Kathua organ-
ises a large Satsang at 
village Chak Desa Singh 
in outskirts of Kathua 
where devotees of the 
Mission and promi-
nent people of the area 
attended the spiritual 
congregation addressed 
by Ajit Singh, Zonal In 
charge Sant Nirankari 
Mandal Zone Jammu.

Ajit Singh in his spiri-
tual discourse said that 
by nature man remains 
engrossed in worldly 
attainments and fulfill-
ing  unending desires 
forgetful of his own  true 
nature as well that of 
his origin which is all 
pervading formless God 
Nirankar. However,  at 

the end of the day of 
this mortal life, a desire 
to have some proxim-
ity to God erupts  and 
man resorts to various 
measures in pursuit  of 
the truth but all rem-
edies and efforts yield  
no desired fruits said 
Ajit Singh. The reason 
being  putting efforts not 
in the right direction, He 
added, in our normal 
course of life, we often 
approach the teacher 
who is well versed with 
the subject we want to 
pursue,  similarly, to 
obtain God knowledge 
one has to approach the 
saints who are already 
one with the Supreme 
power. The saints first 
know it and then recite 
it as without knowledge-
able  recitation is fruit-
less.

Ajit Singh emphasised 
that span of human 
life is very short  and 
uncertain whereas the 
aim is very high that is to 
realise the all pervading 
God in this life itself and 
it can be possible only 
by approaching the True 
Master Of The Day (Sat-
guru) who is all com-
petent and merciful to 
confer the God Knowl-
edge  to the seeker 
instantly thus making  
the seeker capable of 
transcending the cycle 
of  birth and rebirth and 
to free from pangs of 
pains and sorrows.

Babu Ram Niran-
kari Sanyojak Kathua 
presented the vote of 
thanks. Sat Pal Niran-
kari Khetriya Sanchalak 
Sewa Dall Kathua was 
also present.

Top News Report
JAMMU, JUN 4: Sar-

panch Panchyat Joura 
Kalan, Tehsil Kahara, 
District Doda, Mr. Anil 
Kumar & Panch Joura 
Kalan, Mr. Ashok 
Kumar in a joint state-
ment issued here have 
appealed the Honble 
MOS in PMO’s office, 
local Member Parlia-
ment & His-Excellency 
the Lt. Governor, of 
J&K-UT, Manoj Sinha, to 
instruct the concerned 
for according of forest 
clearance and taking up 
the suspended work on 
Suringa Morh- Jai link 
road immediately. They 
said that on Suringa 
Morh-Jai link road (14 
Kms), earth cutting work 
is already complete from 
Suringa Mor to revenue 
village Joura Kalan - a 
distance of 4 Kms (Non 
forest area) & the work 
from Joura Kalan to 
Jai (10 Kms) stands 
suspended for want of 
forest clearance. They 
said that out of these 10 
Kms, a stretch of one & 
half Kms i.e from reve-
nue village Joura Kalan 
to Revenue village 
Lower- Shamdlain is 
tree-less though it falls 
in forest area; work on 
this stretch can be exe-
cuted without any loss 
to forest & without any 
legal hindrance even 
before forest clearance 
for the whole.

They have also 
appealed to Lt. Gover-
nor, Sh. Manoj Sinha, 
Dr. Jatinder Singh, 

MOS in PM’ Office  & 
Chief Engineer, R&B, 
Jammu Province to 
kindly accord forest 
clearance at the earli-
est and simultaneously 
issue orders of execu-
tion of work on this 
tree-less stretch of one 
& half kms from Joura 
Kalan to Lower Sham-
dlain, so that justice to 
the poor inhabitants of 
the village Lower Sham-
dlain & ST village Kun-
thal will be denied. The 
letter of Indent regard-
ing compensation etc 
has already been sent 
to the office of Chief 
Engineer, PWD (R&B), 
Jammu by the con-
cerned Executive Engi-
neer PWD (R&B spl. 
Sub-Division) Gandoh 
(Bhalessa), No:- EE/
PWD/SSDG/203-05, 
dated:-19-04-2019, 
through Superintending 
Engineer PWD (R&B) 
Circle Doda, but there 
is no action till date. 
Hope  the long pending 
demand of the people 
of  S/C village  Suringa, 
people of S/T village  
Kunthal  & lower Sham-
dlian of Joura Kalan 
Panchyat’s  will not 
remain on papers only 
but will be seriously & 
sympathetically consid-
ered  on priority bases. 
They seek Lt. Governor, 
Sh Manoj Sinha  & Dr. 
Jatinder Singh, MOS in 
PM’s office & local MP’s  
intervention, for justice 
to the ignored public of 
Panchyat Joura Kalan, 
Tehsil Kahara of Bha-
darwah Constituency.

Top News Report
UDHAMPUR, Jun 4: CME 

titled “SMART (Serving MOs 
Advanced Resuscitation, 
Triage & Transport) Capsule” 
organised by Command Hos-
pital (NC) was inaugurated at 
Dhruva Auditorium by Lt Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi, Army Com-
mander (NC) in presence of 
Army dignitaries from Udham-
pur, eminent doctors form civil 
hospital and CME delegates. 
It focused on prioritized and 
protocolized medical care to be 
provided during emergency situ-
ation. The pedagogy used was 
interactive and case scenario 
based which saw immense par-
ticipation and involvement form 

the CME delegates. Faculty was 
invited from AFMS hospital as 
well as AIIMS, New Delhi and 
SMVD Hospital, Katra. The del-

egates   composed of doctors 
of Army, Navy and Air Forces 
from all over the country along 
with doctors from local hospitals 

GMCH Jammu, AIIMS Jammu, 
SMVD Hospital, Katra, District 
Hospital, Udhampur and 150 
delegates benefitted from the 
program.  The highlight was the 
workshops organized on man-
nequins with simulation of real-
life case scenarios, Participants 
were given hands on training 
and different life serving sce-
narios were discussed. Medical 
poster presentation by doctors 
was well received and provid-
ed opportunity to delegates to 
showcase their works. The CME 
was supported by DRDO & was 
awarded 12 CME credit points 
by J&K Medical Council. Con-
ducted under patronage of HQ 
Northern Command the CME & 
workshop was a huge success.  

NC resents over LG’ statement for insulting people’s participation in elections

BJP intentionally delaying Assembly 
elections in J&K: Rattan Lal

Sant Nirankari Mission’s messages 
of peace, brotherhood echoed in 
Kathua’s outskirts

Manjit demands curb on 
illegal mining in Samba

‘Restore suspended 
work on Suringa 
Morh-Jai link Road’

Inter Command CME cum Workshop held at Command Hospital
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By: Shashi Warrier

A young friend left his 
eight-year-old daugh-
ter Anjali with us for 

a few hours while he took his 
wife for a medical check-up at a 
nearby hospital. “We’ll be back 
as soon as we can,” he told her 
as they left. He turned to me. 
“I’ll call before we leave the 
hospital.”
 “Sure,” I said. The little girl 

wasn’t in the least fussy and 
ate her lunch happily while I 
told her Kipling’s  story about 
how the elephant got its trunk. 
After that, she wanted to watch 
TV for an hour: that was how 
much her parents permitted 
her every day.
“What do you want to 

watch?” I asked.
Anjali named a few programs 

on channels I hadn’t even 
heard of. I had to say no, we 
don’t have those channels here.
 “Want to watch horses all 

dressed up?” my wife asked 
her.
 “Yes,” she replied, bouncing 

with enthusiasm.
 “Let’s watch the highlights of 

the coronation,” said my wife. 
“She might like that.”
I thought it was a waste of 

time but Anjali seemed really 
keen on it so I agreed and we 
settled down on the sofa in 
front of the TV with the sup-
plies of junk food and liquid 
refreshment that have become 
essential accompaniments of 
watching TV. At first I thought 
watching a foreign figurehead 
of a king being crowned was 
beneath me, but then, as I got 

into the programme, I found it 
deeply worthwhile.
Purely personal, of course. 

Let me explain. These days I 
feel like a dinosaur when I 
watch TV, and especially when 
people discuss phones or com-
puters or modern cars or Artifi-
cial Intelligence and things like 
that. Here was a program that 
actually made me feel young. 
At the centre of the spectacle 
were and old couple in a horse-
drawn carriage — something 
obsolete by even my standards.
The questions began soon 

after. “Oooooh! What a lot of 
gold!” Anjali said, looking at 
the uniforms and the yellow 
glitter all over the animals and 
the men in the parade. “Daddy 
told me they get gold out of the 
ground, so they must have a lot 
of it buried there.”
 “Not really,” I said. “They 

don’t have much gold.”
 “Then where did they get it 

from?” she asked.
Britain is a group of islands 

off the French coast, a group 
of islands with nothing much 
but coal, and, in more recent 
history, oil from the North Sea. 
Where, indeed, did they get the 
gold come from? From the colo-
nies, of course. Mostly from us, 
and from Africa. “Well, they 
took it from other countries,” I 
said. “They used to rule a lot of 
other countries a long time ago, 
before you were born. They 
used to rule us, even.”
 “But that’s not fair!” she said. 

“They should return it all!”
 “Right,” I said.
 “If it’s right why can’t we 

make them return it?” she 

asked. Persistent, like most 
children.
 “They took it a long time 

ago,” I said, “before all these 
laws came up.” I couldn’t help 
being ashamed of myself, evad-
ing simple questions from a 
little girl, because there are lots 
of things the British have done 
in the recent past that leave me 
angry. Keeping Vijay Mallya 
out of an Indian jail, or the 
Queen — yes, this happened 
last year — or giving a known 
associate of Dawood Ibrahim 
something like the equivalent 
of India’s Padma Bhushan. This 
man apparently runs a charity 
that feeds hundreds of people, 
which they consider sufficient 
compensation for his other less 
praiseworthy activities.
There is, besides, the fact that 

they’ve joyfully laundered the 
ill-gotten gains of a whole lot 
of looters, ranging from Rus-
sian oligarchs to Colombian 
drug lords, so London can 
remain the financial centre of 
the world.
Anjali quieted down again, 

and I had to admit that the 
spectacle was impressive. Then 
the diamonds on the crown 
caught Anjali’s eye. “Where 
did those jewels come from?” 
she asked. “Did they steal those 
too? They’re showing off!”
Queen Camilla had chosen 

not to wear the Kohinoor, but 
the other jewels – the various 
Stars of Africa – were very 
much on display. “Yes,” I said, 
“those too.”
 “From us?” she asked, indig-

nation sharpening her voice.
 “Those are from Africa,” 

I said. “They decided not to 
show off the one they stole 
from us. The Kohinoor.”
 “Oh!” she said. “Why?”
 “Because people are making 

a lot of noise, asking them to 
give it back, and they’re embar-
rassed about it.”
 “Why don’t they just give it 

back, then?” she asked.
 “Umm, that’s difficult,” I 

said. “We know it isn’t theirs, 
but we don’t know whose it is, 
Iran’s or Pakistan’s or India’s. 
And the British are happy to 
make us all fight so that they 
can hang on to the jewels.” 
They love doing that, watching 
other people fight and stealing 
from all of them.
 “What about all those people 

there, cheering?” Anjali asked. 
“Don’t they know all this? Why 
are they cheering?”
 “They don’t know,” I replied. 

“They haven’t been told.”
 “When I grow up I’m going 

to go over there and teach the 
children all the bad things 
their kings used to do,” she 
announced.
Soon the coronation itself 

was done, the sceptre handed 
over, the crowns placed on the 
head of their majesties, and the 
words of the traditional song 
rang out, “God Save the King!”
Looking at the ageing couple 

on the throne, considering 
King Charles III’s unusual per-
sonal history, I couldn’t help 
agreeing how he’d need God’s 
help to save his job. And then it 
struck me that, with a king and 
queen like this, they should 
perhaps have sung, “God Save 
the Kingdom!”

By: Vijay GarG 

P
hysical Oceanographer 
is the professional expert 
in studying and analyz-

ing the physical conditions and 
physical processes happening 
in the sea water. Most impor-
tantly the motions and physi-
cal properties of ocean waters. 
The physical oceanographer is 
also responsible to know about 
the temperature, the speed 
of waves, their progression, 
density, and current. As these 
properties are directly related 
to the routine life of the human 
being thereby making Physical 
Oceanographer one of the most 
important Profiles in the field 
of Oceanography. To become 
a Physical Oceanographer, one 
has to take some specific cours-
es along with regular course 
required deep under the ocean.
Physical Oceanographer Eli-

gibility
Educational Qualification
The minimum educational 

qualifications for pursuing a 
course in Physical  Oceanog-
raphy is Graduation in Pure 
Science with Mathematics and 
Chemistry as one of the main 
subjects or a Graduate degree 
in Oceanography or related 
subjects.
Age Limits
The candidate must have 

attained the age of 17 years.
Physical Oceanographer 

required Skills
As the job of Physical Ocean-

ographer demands long work-
ing spells, working at odd hours 
and that too in very hazardous 

and physically tough condition, 
thus the foremost required skill 
to become a successful Physical 
Oceanographer is a strong zeal 
and passion for his work, very 
strong and determined mental 
and physical condition.

Physical Oceanographer must 
possess very strong mathemati-
cal skills, excellent observation-
al and practical skills, accuracy 
and attention to detail and 
above all excellent spoken and 
written communication skills to 
present his findings.
How to become a Physical 

Oceanographer?
To become a Physical Ocean-

ographer one has to follow the 
given steps:
Step 1
After clearing the +2 Exam 

with Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics as the main sub-
ject the aspiring physical ocean-
ographer has to get admission 
into some related Under Grad-
uate Course like B.Sc (Marine 
Science).
Step 2
After getting B.Sc. (Marine 

Science) degree or B.Sc. (Geolo-
gy), or B.Sc. (Applied Sciences) 
degree one can go for a Mas-
ter’s degree in the related field 
like M.Sc. (Oceanography and 
Coastal Area Studies) or M.Sc. 
(Physical Oceanography).
Step 3
Once the aspirant has com-

pleted his qualification one 
can applying for the job is the 
public sector or private sector 
as a Physical Oceanographer.
List of Important Institutes 

that Provide courses in Physi-

cal Oceanography or Related 
Fields
National Institute of Science, 

Technology and Development 
Studies, New Delhi

National Institute of Oceanog-
raphy, Panaji, Goa
Utkal University, Bhubanesh-

war, Odisha
University of Madras, Chen-

nai
Cochin University of Science 

and Technology
Mangalore University, Karna-

taka
Physical Job Description
Physical Oceanographer Job 

description includes study-
ing and analyzing the interac-
tion between the ocean and 
its boundaries i.e land, sea-
floor and atmosphere besides 
establishing the relationship 
between the sea, weather, and 
climate.
Their work also includes 

investigations into seawater 
qualities like its temperature, 
salinity, density, and influential 
factors such as wind speed, air 
temperature, tides, and inter-
action with nearby land and 
underwater formations.

Physical Oceanographer work 
also describing and under-
standing the evolving patterns 
of ocean circulation and fluid 
motion, along with the distri-
bution of its properties.
Physical Oceanographer 

Career Prospects
Job prospects for Physical 

Oceanographers are increasing 
with every passing year due to 
increasing dependency of the 
human being on Ocean and 

their resources. vast. After get-
ting the requisite qualification 
through good institutes one can 
get employment in public and 
private sector as a scientist, or 
researcher.
Some of the premier govern-

ment agencies that provide job 
opportunity to these profes-
sionals are Geological Survey 
of India and Department of 
Oceanography, Government 
of India.
Besides companies in the 

corporate private sector with 
interests’ marine research also 
provide job options to Physical 
Oceanographer. With increas-
ing media coverage and mush-
rooming of TV channels based 
on Oceanography, there is a 
great scope for Physical Ocean-
ographer in the field of Media 
too.
Physical Oceanographers 

can also find a job with vari-
ous National and International 
Research vessels working in the 
field of Oceanography.
Physical Oceanographer 

Salary
A Physical oceanographer 

who has a master’s degree can 
expect Rs.40,000 to Rs.50,000 
per month in the government 
sector and slightly higher in 
the private sector. With a PhD 
degree in hand experience of a 
few years, one can earn about 
Rs.60,000 to Rs.70,000 per 
month.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout Punjab)

Faith plays an important part in our 
everyday lives and in our interac-
tions with people. It is impossible 

to live without faith.We need to have faith 
in our family members, the doctor we go 
to, our colleagues, employees, as well as in 
a higher Power. But what is faith? Is it blind 
belief? Or does faith need to be based on 
reason and understanding?

Blind faith is belief in a thing or person 
without any reasoning or basis. Unques-
tioned allegiance can be dangerous. Faith, 
on the other hand, is based on logic and 
rational thinking. You can approach a 
doctor just because your neighbour says 
he is good.Or you may accept the neigh-
bour’s recommendation but do a back-
ground check before going to him. Having 
decided to entrust your health to him you 
do not question his bona fides at every 
step. However, you question him if you do 
not understand or agree with him.

Your adherence to the treatment regi-
men depends on the extent to which you 
are convinced that he is right.Thereafter 
you follow your conviction.You cannot 
follow someone else’s advice blindly, 
however right he may be. It is the same 
with a lawyer, chartered accountant or 
spiritual master. In all these cases, you are 
approaching a person who has knowledge 
while you are in ignorance. This puts you 
at a disadvantage straightaway. It is impos-
sible for you to know what he knows. So 
you need to have faith.But not blind faith.
Your approach must be in an environment 
of trust and confidence,the belief that here 
is a person who has the knowledge I need 
and who can help me. However, at every 
juncture, you must have the freedom to 
question, enquire and get answers to your 
queries. Only then will you be convinced 
and follow his guidance.

There may be some things that you do not 
understand. Set them aside for a later date 
and deal only with what you can compre-
hend and put into action. If you do not have 
basic faith in the person’s competence and 
are constantly wondering if he will take 
you for a ride, there will be no meaningful 
relationship. However, if you do not use 
your own intellect and you follow a person 
unquestioningly, it will be detrimental for 
you even if he is right and well-meaning. 
And if he has ulterior motives, the result 
can be disastrous for you. With reference 
to a spiritual master, the role of faith is 
even more important.

There is no way of verifying the existence 
of God or even the efficacy of the path rec-
ommended. Hence, it is essential to have 
faith. However,the use of your intellect to 
analyse and assess the guru and the path 
is equally important.

You must first survey the spiritual field 
and look at the options available in terms 
of the approach, the guru and methods 
prescribed. See if it suits your personality. 
There are three broad paths in the spiri-
tual field — the path of knowledge, path 
of devotion and path of action.

Most gurus emphasise one of the three. 
If you are a predominantly intellectual 
person and the path prescribed is that of 
devotion there is a mismatch and it will 
not help you.It is like going to a cardiolo-
gist with a fractured leg. So make sure the 
path suits your personality type.

The Bhagwad Gita gives three qualifi-
cations of a good student — pranipata, 
surrender; prasna, questioning; and seva, 
service. The starting point should be sur-
render or faith, an acknowledgement of 
your willingness to submit to the teach-
ings of the guru. This must be followed by 
questioning. An active and alert intellect 
understands what the guru is recommend-
ing, reflects over it and questions where 
he fails to comprehend. Having learnt and 
grown with the help of the teachings, the 
student expresses his gratitude by way of 
service. 

EDITORIAL

Physical Oceanographer - How to become a Physical Oceanographer

The coronation and the child

BLIND FAITH IS 
DANGEROUS
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DODA, Jun 4: On the 
directions of worthy 
Deputy Commissioner 
Doda, the District Health 
Society Doda on 03-06-
2023 organized a Tuber-
culosis awareness and 
NCD screening camp at 
the construction site of 
Khellani Tunnel in Doda 
District.  

The camp was orga-
nized as a part of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav activity under the 
National TB Elimination 
Programme (NTEP) 
and was held under 
the supervision of CMO 
Doda Dr A H Zargar and 
District Tuberculosis 
Officer (DTO) Doda Dr 
Versha Sharma. 

During the camp, the 
labourers as well as staff 
of NHIDCL Ltd were 
sensitized about the 
mode of transmission, 
symptoms and treat-

ment of Tuberculosis. 
The health officials 

apprised them about 
prevention and treat-
ment of Tuberculosis 
and spoke about the 
TB free India campaign 
launched by the GOI 
for total elimination of 
Tuberculosis by 2025. 

During the camp, 
around 100 persons 

were screened for TB 
as well as NCD by the 
health team deployed 
for the purpose which 
includes Dr Faheem 
Wani, Dr Anil Kumar, Sh 
Sunil Gupta (Phst), Sh 
Chaman Lal (Lab Tech), 
Sh Bhaveshwar Katoch 
(MTS) and Sh Aditiya 
Kumar (MTS), all from 
Medical Block Assar 

District Doda.
TB screening is an 

effective method for 
identifying people who 
may not otherwise 
seek treatment due to 
misinformation or mis-
understanding about 
their symptoms. It helps 
ensure that TB is diag-
nosed early and treat-
ment is initiated as soon 
as possible, reducing 
the risk of transmission 
in the community and 
improving treatment out-
comes for the patients. 
Screening camps such 
as these are also effec-
tive in raising commu-
nity awareness about 
symptoms, prevention 
and treatment of TB.

On this occasion, the 
National Highways & 
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd 
(NHIDCL) authorities on 
this occasion thanked 
the District Administra-
tion Doda and Health 
Department for organiz-
ing the medical camp.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 4: 
Commemorating late 
Sant Ram BA on his 
38th death anniver-
sary an Arya Samaji 
& close associate of 
Dr B.R.Ambedkar and 
great social reformer of 
J&K, Prajapati (Kumhar) 
Sabha organized a 
Youth Conference in the 
chairmanship of Ayod-
hiya Kumar Manawa, 
President of the Sabha. 
Dr Kamal Kishore (Ph.D 
on Sant Ram BA) from 
Haryana was the Guest 
of Honour. A large 
number of students and 
public participated.

The Conference com-
menced with tributes to 
Sant Ram BA, by gar-
landing his portrait fol-
lowed by speech of F.C 
Satia, General Secre-
tary of the J&K Prajapa-
ti Sabha. Sh Satia told 
that  Sant Ram B.A (14 
February 1887- 5 June 
1988) was an anti-caste 
warrior, and his Jaatpaat 
Todak Mandal drew the 
attention of the entire 
nation. He devoted his 
entire life to the cause 
of building a casteless 
society. He belonged to 
Kumhar community born 
in Purani Bassi village 
near Hoshairpur, but 
later on he had his own 
house built, in Lahore. 
After Partition, he again 

came to Purani Bassi. 
Santram became an 
Arya Samaji at a young 
age and became famous 
due to  “Jaatpaat Todak 
Mandal”, which he 
had founded in 1922. 
The same Mandal had 
invited Dr Ambedkar to 
deliver the presidential 
address at its annual 
convention at Lahore 
in 1936 but many mem-
bers of the Mandal did 
not agree with Ambed-
kar’s script and ulti-
mately, the Mandal 
postponed its conven-
tion. Later, Ambedkar 
published his script as a 
book titled  Annihilation 
of Caste.

Ayod iya  Kumar 
Manawa, President of 
the Sabha told that Many 
fundamentalist Hindus 
opposed the  “Jaatpaat 
Todak Mandal” but Sant 
Ram BA did not disband 
the Mandal. Instead, he 

conducted its activi-
ties on his own. Sant 
Ram BA wrote more 
than 100 small book-
lets advocating Hindu-
Muslim unity and an end 
to caste discrimination. 
These booklets stirred 
up the Hindu commu-
nity. Hamara Samaj, 
a book penned by him 
published in 1948, is an 
eye-opener for Hindus 
even today.He passed 
away on 5 June 1988, 
in his daughter’s home.          

Balwant Kataria, Gen-
eral Secretary AIBCF, 
deliberated on OBC 
issues. He said that 
nothing has changed 
after formation of UT. 
The old Reservation act 
has not been changed 
and thus the system of 
two certificates to the 
OBC category is still 
prevalent. He said there 
is different ruling for cen-
tral OBC certificate and 

children of all employ-
ees are eligible for OBC 
certificate irrespective of 
salary income. So, chil-
dren of all employees 
should apply for OBC 
and take benefit of cen-
tral OBC quota of 27%. 
In case of any difficulty 
or doubt, they may con-
tact him on 9419120263.

Bansi Lal Choudhary, 
(Convenor OBC Mahas-
abha), spoke on Other 
Social Caste Certificate 
(OSC) and told that 
income from all sources 
is taken into account 
whereas in central OBC 
salary is not taken into 
account for calculation 
of creamy layer amount 
of 8 Lakhs. He regretted 
that reservation in J&K 
as per Mandal Com-
mission has not been 
implemented even after 
formation of UT.

Sr Advocate Ashok 
Basotra and Ajay Kumar 

spoke on Indian consti-
tution. He told that India 
is made up of diverse 
Religions, Regions and 
cultures. Only secu-
larism can save our 
country. Any attempt to 
mix religion into Gover-
nance shall be danger-
ous. Indian constitution 
should be protected at 
any cost.

In the concluding 
remarks , Dr Kamal 
Kishore said that 
remembering our  social 
reformers and getting 
inspiration from their 
efforts is our duty and 
we should perform it. 
He said Arya Samaj has 
tried to achieve Caste-
less And Classless soci-
ety but resistance from 
within society is unfor-
tunate. 

Others who graced 
the occasion include 
Madan Lal Baldotra, (Sr 
Vice Prez),  Jeet Singh 
(Convenor), Rajinder 
Parshad, Raj Kumar 
Chalotra, Rajinder 
Sikka,( Prez Sain 
Sabha); Kewal Fotra,  
Om Kataria, Joginder 
Angotra (from Vishwa-
karma Library), Hrithik 
Malgotra, Krishan Lal 
Dafara, Manga Ram, 
G.R Dafara, Ashok Bal-
dotra, and Kartar Singh 
from Akhnoor.

Prajapati Sabha organizes youth conference 

TOP NEWS REPORT

UDHAMPUR, Jun 4: 
A monthly meeting of 
Jammu Kashmir Teach-
ers' Joint Action Com-
mittee (JKTJAC) held 
at Udhampur today on 
04.06.2023 under the 
leadership of UT Presi-
dent Vinod Sharma and 
District President Lekh  
Raj Parihar. 

The meeting was 
attended by the JKTJAC 
representatives from all 
the eleven zones of the 
district.  

While speaking on the 
occasion, Vinod Sharma 
highlighted the genu-
ine and  burning issues 
of the teaching frater-
nity and appealed LG 
and Principal Secretary 
School Education for the 
resolution of the same.  
Highlighting the burning 
issue of Transfer policy 
for teachers appointed 
under ReT scheme he 
demanded the provision 
of comprehensive trans-
fer policy in their favour . 
He said that these teach-
ers have been working in 

the same schools for last 
more than 20 years even 
after the clear directions 
from High Court and CAT 
that they be transferred 
within the district like 
General Line Teachers. 
"But in absence of Trans-
fer policy thousands of 
these teachers includ-
ing females are suffer-
ing badly" he said . He 
demanded inclusion of 
these teachers in ATD. 

Demanding regularisa-
tion of ReTs who have 
completed 5 years ReT 
period, he said that 
they are waiting for their 
regularisation for a long 
time and suffering badly.  

Other demands raised 
include Conversion of 
RRETs to Teachers 
Grade II/III so that their 
salary get released, Con-
version of EVs to ReTs as 
they are suffering badly;  
Conversion of head-
teachers posts into non 
plan posts of masters to 
resolve the salary issue 
of the masters;Raising 
Grade of teachers at par 
with their counter parts 
in other UTs; Filling up of 
vacant posts of CEOs / 
Principals/ZEOs/Head-
masters , Adjustment of 
newly promoted teachers 
to masters,  raising Grade 
of teachers promoted as 

Incharge Lectures at par 
with their counterparts 
promoted from masters. 

He also demanded the 
settlement of GP fund 
( Refundable and non 
refundable ) cases of 
teaching and non teach-
ing staff of education 
department which are 
lying in different treasur-
ies for last 4 to 5 months 
due to which they are suf-
fering badly. 

  He also appealed 
Director School Educa-
tion Jammu to  change 
school timing of winter 
zones of Jammu Prov-
ince from 10.00 am -4.00 
pm to 9:00 am -3.00 pm

Speaking on the 
occasion District Presi-
dent Lekh Raj Parihar 
demanded the release 
of pending dues of Mid 
Day Meals for the year 
2022-23 which the teach-
ers have managed from 
their own pockets.

Others who also spoke 
on the occasion were: 
Sham Sharma,  Sukesh 
Khajuria, Ashok Seth, 
Pritam Goswami, Sand-
eep Sharma,  Rakesh 
Singh,  Suresh Sharma, 
Vijay Sadhotra, Jagdish 
Chander Sharma,  Anil 
Sharma, Manoj Sharma, 
Dharuv Singh, Parshant 
Sharma,  Sudesh Kumar, 
Mohd Mustafa, Sham 
Singh, Raman Sharma,  
Som Raj Sharma,  Jai 
Parkash  , Ashok Kumar, 
Gopal Sharma, Ravinder 
Atri,  Romesh Kumar, 
Rajesh Jamwal,  Om 
Parkash, Abdul Gani, 
Bhushan Kumar,  Yash 
Paul Anuradha Sharma,  
Sonika Sharma, Sita 
Ram ,Vijay KumariVan-
dana Gouria, Ruchika, 
Rekha Devi.and others.

JKTJAC holds monthly meeting, raises genuine 
issues of teaching fraternity 

TOP NEWS REPORT

UDHAMPUR  Jun 4: 
A meeting of Bhartiya 
Mazdoor Sangh Dis-
trict committee Udham-
pur held at Udhampur 
under the president ship 
of  district president Anil 
Verma in which Har-
bans Choudhary work-
ing President BMS  and 
Ashok Choudhary San-
gathan Mantrai BMS 
were also present in the 
meeting, and workers 
issues were discussed 
in detail aganwadi work-
ers those who have 
been disengaged or 
those who are working 
their problems were dis-
cussed as Govt failed 

to provide social secu-
rity retiremental benefits 
and pending wages has 
been also not cleared  
to these workers so 
for, PHE daily wagers 
those who have attain 
the age of sixty years 
they have been sent to 
home even after serv-
ing the department for 
20-25 years without any 
retiremental  benefits it 
is demanded that these 
low paid employees be 
given their legitimate 
dues  further workers 
of industrial Belt Battal 
Ballian also highlighted 
that they are not cov-
ered under ESI and 
PF it was demanded 
that PF ad ESI officials 

have to make special 
drive and cover all the 
left out workers failing 
which protest will be 
held against ESI & PF 
at Jammu. 

District Committee 
Udhampur also offered 
to host State BMS Con-
ference at Udhampur.

Among others Par-
shotam Singh General 
Secretary Mata Vaish-
no Devi Shrine Board 
Employees Union, 
Kuldeep Singh District 
Secretary Udhampur, 
Sanjay Sharma, Subash 
Chander, Mahesh 
Singh, Sushma Devi, 
Swarna Devi, Sunita 
Devi and others were 
present.

BMS demands ESI, PF Coverage 
for all workers in industrial areas

TOP NEWS REPORT

BANI, Jun 4: JK Blood 
Group along with Team 
Bani and Maa Chandi 
Welfare Trust today 
organized a mega blood 
donation camp at Com-
munity Health Centre, 
Bani.

The camp was orga-
nized under the guid-
ance of DHS Jammu 
and CMO Kathua, Dr 
Rakesh Magotra in 
which nearly 53 units of 
blood collected from the 
donors and the same 
have been sent to GMC 
Jammu.

BMO Bani, Dr Dev Raj 
provided all necessary 
hospital support to the 
JK Blood Organization 

as well as to the donors.
People of Bani par-

ticipated in the Blood 
donation camp as the 
area seems to be a 
backward area and 
when ever patients 
referred from Bani to 
Jammu or Kathua they 
need of Blood there and 
they suffered severe 
hardships. But today’s 
camp will provide much 
succor to them and they 
may not face any short-
age with regard to blood 
during emergency.

Team Bani extended 
full support to the JK 
Bool Group and medical 
staff and also provided 
refreshments to the 
donors as they always 
come forward for the 

social cause.
The JK Blood Group 

expressed gratitude 
to the BMO Bani and 
members of Team Bani 
namely Dr Ramehswar 
Singh, Ashwani Kumar,  
Saddam Hussain, 
Sham Singh, Kuldesh 
Kumar and Maa Chandi 
Welfare Trust for their 
wholehearted support 
in making the camp 
successful as well as 
providing necessary 
facilities to the visiting 
donors.

Members of JK Blood 
Group namely Malkit 
Singh, Sandeep Manjo-
tra and Harvinder Singh 
were present on the 
occasion.

JK Blood Group along with Team Bani 
& MCWT organizes mega blood 
donation camp at Bani

Medical camp for TB screening held
TOP NEWS REPORT

SRINAGAR, Jun 4: 
To give impetus to the 
genre of arts in the 
Valley and to encourage 
the young and budding 
artists to explore their 
hidden artistic talent, 
Master Sansar Chand 
Baru Memorial Chari-
table Trust has come 
up with a week-long 
National Art Workshop 
‘Kavyabhoomi’ at Pahal-
gam in Srinagar.

The workshop which 
commenced today is 
being organised in col-
laboration with Petronet 
LNG.

The renowned artists 
leading the national 
arts workshop shall 
be reflecting different 
themes and aspects of 
art making the endeav-
our a world class expe-
rience for the budding 
artists and the lovers 
of art. A total of eleven 
artists in which five are 
from Kashmir and other 

from different parts of 
the county are taking 
part in the workshop.

Laxmipriya Panigrahi, 
Bhakti Vilas Lad, Nilisha  
J Phad, Kishore Roy, 
Vikram Nayak, Digbi-
jayee Khatua, Snober 
Jeelani Shah, Naushad 
Hussain, Azim Hassan, 
Zargar Zahoor and 
Javaid Iqbal have been 
given the responsibility 
to do the spade work for 
the national arts work-
shop.

The first day of the 
workshop saw the visit 
of artists headed by Anu-
radha Rishi, President 
of the Trust to a local 

school namely Govt 
Model Higher Second-
ary School Pahalgham 
wherein they made chil-
dren aware about the art 
techniques and value of 
art.

Addressing the stu-
dents and other guests, 
Anuradha Rishi said Art 
plays important role in 
grooming the children 
but the sad part of the 
story is that toddlers 
in J&K remained away 
from this virtue due to 
turmoil in the region thus 
lessening their scope to 
gasp and understand 
art and its various 
facets.  She however 

said that despite such 
hardship the inherent 
quality of people of J&K 
had ensured that they 
could learn the basics 
and grasp the rudimen-
tary knowledge which is 
necessary for artists to 
flourish and get fame.

Anuradha Rish i 
assured to bring more 
art projects to J&K to 
help children to become 
ardent lovers of this field 
of education which has 
everything to make a 
personality complete in 
all senses. 

She also thanked Alok 
Kumar Principal Secre-
tary Education for their 
support and coopera-
tion in organizing the 
workshop in Srinagar. 
She also thanked CEO 
Anantnag and Pahal-
gam, Akram Rahi; Vice 
Principal of the School 
Rukhsar Ahmed and 
JKTDC for their whole-
hearted support for the 
workshop.

MSCB Trust’s National Art Workshop 
begins at Pahalgham
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Brad Pitt sues ex-wife Angelina Jolie for breach of 
contract in Winery lawsuit

Former couple Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie’s legal fight 
seems to be never-ending.

As per People, Pitt is now 
suing Jolie for selling her por-
tion of their shared French vine-
yard without consulting him.

The Oscar-winning actor 
claimed in new court documents 
that amid the continued war in 
Ukraine -- the association pres-
ents an “existential threat to the 
business” due to the new part 
owner’s ties to Russia.

The first amended complaint 
about the winery, filed in Febru-
ary 2022, sought damages for 
declaratory relief, disgorgement, 
and damages, along with pre 
and post-judgment interest for 
the defendants’ alleged tortious 
interference with contractual 
relations.

In legal documents obtained 
by People, the complaint 
alleged that Jolie sold her inter-
ests in the property to Tenute del 
Mondo, whose parent company 
is the spirits manufacturer Stoli 

Group, which is “controlled by 
Russian oligarch Yuri Shefler.”

“Shefler’s Russia-affiliated 
spirits conglomerate has been 
the subject of repeated boy-
cotts in connection with Vladi-
mir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine 
and homophobic legislative 
Agenda,” the lawsuit stated.

“While Shefler may be seek-

ing to launder his reputation by 
forcing a partnership with one of 
the world’s most well-known and 
popular actors, affiliation with 
Shefler and Stoli jeopardizes 
the reputation of the business 
that Pitt so carefully built with 
Perrin and with which Pitt has so 
closely and carefully associated 
himself and his image.”

Pitt reportedly learned of 
Jolie’s alleged putative sale via 
a press release.

The lawsuit claims the pur-
ported sale was “unlawful” due 
to “contractual agreement” 
breaches between Jolie and 
Pitt “to hold Miraval together and 
not sell their interests separately 
without the other’s consent.”

Pitt and Jolie gained a con-
trolling interest in Miraval in 
2008. They began selling their 
own rose in March 2013 and 
got married at the chateau in 
August 2014. Pitt alleges that 
when Jolie filed for divorce in 
2016, they both agreed not to 
sell their Miraval shares without 
each other’s permission, US 
Magazine reported.

However, in 2021, the Girl 
Interrupted star sold her portion 
of the business to Tenute del 
Mondo.

In September 2016, the Gia 
actress filed for divorce from Pitt 
after two years of marriage and 
12 years together.

Former ‘Bigg Boss 16’ 
contestant Abdu Rozik 
will be joining his best 
friend Shiv Thakare 
in the adventures of 
the stunt-based real-
ity show ‘Khatron Ke 
Khiladi 13’.

A source confirmed to 
IANS that Abdu will be 
joining Shiv in the show, 
hosted by Rohit Shetty.

Shiv, too, said that he 

cannot imagine a better 
companion than Abdu in 
South Africa.

Talking about friend-
ship with Abdu, Shiv 
Thakare said: “In 
the thrilling realm of 
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi 
13’, where every day 
promises unexpected 
twists and exhilarat-
ing surprises, for me, 
friendship is definitely 

a secret weapon that 
fuels my spirit. Amidst 
the demanding jungle 
adventure in South 
Africa, I couldn’t imagine 
a better companion than 
Abdu by my side.”

“His infectious liveli-
ness and carefree spirit 
never fail to uplift my 
mood and infuse cour-
age into my veins. With 
Abdu’s unwavering 
support, not only will 
we make this journey a 
joyous ride, but we will 
also conquer any obsta-
cle that dares to stand 
in our way.” Shiv added: 
“Together, we will rede-
fine limits, savour victo-
ries, and create memo-
ries that will forever 
remind the world of the 
incredible power of true 
friendship.” ‘Khatron Ke 
Khiladi 13’ will air on 
Colors soon.

Abdu Rozik, Shiv Thakare to 
unite in ‘Khatron Ke Khiladi 
13’ adventure

Actor Urmila Matond-
kar shared an inspira-
tional post on her Ins-
tagram.

The ‘Rangeela’ actor 
took to Instagram and 
dropped a picture of 
herself. 

She wrote, “Dance like 
no one is watching but 
more importantly Love 
As Everyone Matters..at 
the end of it love will sail 
you through the chal-
lenges of life not hatred 
and grudges “

Urmila looked gor-
geous as she wore an 
off-shoulder black dress. 
She paired it with match-
ing heels. 

The ‘Judaai’ actor 
opted for soft makeup 
look and left her curly 

hair untied.
The actor ’s fans 

chimed in the comment 
section as soon as the 
picture was uploaded.A 
fan wrote, “My favou-
rite.” Another comment-
ed, “Urmila U R Looking 
Beautiful.””Wonderful 
weekend  v i bes . 
wwwoow....supb”, a 
social media user wrote.

Urmila married Mohsin 
Akhtar Mir, a Kashmir-
based businessman in 
2016 in a low-key cer-
emony.

Urmila entered the 
film industry as a child 
artist. She first appeared 
in BR Chopra’s ‘Karm’, 
Marathi film ‘Zaakol’ 
and Shekhar Kapur’s 
‘Masoom’. 

And years later, as an 
adult, she established 
her name as a Ran-
geela actress in Bolly-
wood. Judaai, Satya and 
Jungle are some of her 
memorable films.

Like the other 90s 
actresses, Urmila is set 
to debut on the OTT 
platform. 

Helmed by Saurabh 
Varma, the series ‘Tiwari’ 
is said to be a thriller, 
based on an emotional 
mother-daughter story. 

In the poster, Urmila 
could be seen with a 
rustic look, with injury 
marks on her body and 
white cloth tied to her 
hand. 

The series is now in 
pre-production.

Urmila Matondkar urges people to spread 
love and not hatred

Actors Rakul Preet 
Singh and Pavail Gulati 
are all set to come up 
with a new project titled 
‘I Love You’.

‘I Love You’ promises 
to be a gripping narra-
tive with an adrenaline-
pumping cinematic 
experience.

Presented by Jio Stu-
dios, an Athena Produc-
tion produced by Jyoti 
Deshpande, Sunir Khet-
erpal, Gaurav Bose and 
directed by Nikhil Maha-
jan, ‘I Love You’ will be 
out on Jio Cinema.

The makers recently 
unveiled the first look of 
the romantic thriller.

In the teaser, Pavail 
is seen playing an 
obsessed lover who 

goes to extreme lengths, 
including stalking when 
in love with Rakul’s 
character.

Apart from ‘I Love 
You’, Rakul was recently 
seen in ‘Boo’, a horror-
comedy.

The film is directed by 
AL Vijay. 

It revolves around 
Singh’s character Kiara 
whose Halloween cele-
bration with her friends 
turns spooky when 
spine-chilling events 
start taking place, as 
they read a book on 
supernatural occur-
rences.

Pavail Gulati doesn’t let Rakul 
Preet Singh ‘go out of sight’ in ‘I 
Love You’ first look

A few days after the 
Cannes Film Festival 
ended, actor Richa 
Chadha posted photos 
of her Cannes red 
carpet look in a pink 
dress that husband and 
actor Ali Fazal gifted 
her.

Taking to Instagram, 
Richa talked about the 
dress she donned at 
the red carpet and said 
it was a simple, differ-
ent, creatively exciting 
Cannes experience for 
her.

“I got DMs from some 
of you asking about 
my Cannes red carpet 
look, voila! Wore @zim-
merman, @karishma.
joolry for the premiere 

of Jessica Hausner’s 
‘Club Zero’, a refresh-
ingly neurotic film! My 
director Shuchi Talati 
offered sartorial advice, 
helped me out, then we 
walked to the Palais 
together! A simple, dif-
ferent, creatively excit-
ing Cannes experience 
for me! Dress present 
from @alifazal9. PS : 
Did my own HMU in 30 
minutes! There’s a pearl 
detail clip too, come on! 
Hehe. Thanks @anisha-
gandhi3 for being, plz 
tell @rochelledsa to like 
me back,” she said in a 
post.

Richa looked gor-
geous as she wore an 
ankle-length pale pink 

dress with white embroi-
dered details from Zim-
mermann that matched 
a belt.

She paired it with white 
heels and matching 
earings. She opted for 
soft glam makeup and 
left her hair untied and 
straight. Soon after she 
dropped the look, fans 
swamped the comment 
section with red hearts 
and fire emoticons.A fan 
wrote, “Absolutely stun-
ning as always.”Another 
commented, “Finally 
someone elegant wear-
ing what one can actu-
ally decipher! Looking 
lovely!.” “We (me & my 
husband) saw you at 
the amazing Thai res-
taurant at Cannes, we 
were super shy and 
didn’t want to disturb 
you, @alifazal9 and 
others in your group, 
so we didn’t come up 
for intros/selfies (we 
got a thrashing for that 
from our family) but we 
waved at you guys and 
you guys waved back 
and smiled. it was such 
a heartwarming gesture, 
it made our day! Thank 
you so much for being 
so human in this crazy 
world!”, a social media 
user wrote.

Meanwhile, on the 
work front, Richa will 
be seen in Zee’s ‘Nurse 
Manjot’ and the third 
instalment of the hit 
comedy franchise, 
‘Fukrey 3’. She will also 
be seen in Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s magnum 
opus Netflix series 
‘Heeramandi’.

Richa Chadha walked 
Cannes red carpet in dress 
gifted by Ali FazalSinger Lady Gaga 

uses make-up to benefit 
her own mental health 
after taking the advice 
of her mother.

The 36-year-old pop 
star is known for having 
sported a range of 
diverse looks and cos-
tumes throughout her 
career and explained 
that her earliest memo-
ries of fashion come 
from her mother, who 
made her realise that 
looking “glamorous” 
could benefit her mental 
health, reports female-
first.co.uk.

She told Grazia maga-
zine: “My earliest memo-
ries of make-up centre 
on my mother. Watching 
her transform and get 
ready for work was so 
special, I watched her 

become this superhu-
man being.

“My mother used to 
say to me, ‘Take care 
of yourself. You have 
to look glamorous.’ It’s 
not all about how you 
look - I’ve worn a lot of 
make-up before and still 
felt awful on the inside. 
But for me, make-up is 
self-care; sometimes it 
really lifts my spirits and 
it has helped me with 
my mental health a lot 
throughout my life.”

The ‘Bad Romance’ 
hitmaker has now 
launched her HausLabs 
brand in the UK and the 
US-born superstar went 
on to add how much she 
has enjoyed bringing the 
line to Britain because 
of her admiration for the 
country’s beauty culture.

She added: “I’m known 
for wearing make-up, I’m 
known for being expres-
sive. Well, now I don’t 
just wear make-up, I 
make make-up. I’m part 
of the process in a big 
way.’ I love the UK and 
it’s no secret that I love 
the fashion.” “People 
talk about Paris and 
Milan, but British fash-
ion has influenced me 
the most throughout my 
career, there’s this rela-
tionship between fash-
ion, art and beauty that’s 
subversive and interest-
ing, particularly when 
it comes to women’s 
gender performance - 
it’s unique. I’ve come to 
the UK with music and 
performances, but this 
year I’m coming with 
make-up.”

Lady Gaga says make-up for her is self-care: 
‘Sometimes it lifts my spirits’

The ongoing writers’ 
strike in Hollywood has 
impacted the produc-
tion of Jennifer Lopez’s 
‘Unstoppable’.

According to Deadline, 
‘Unstoppable’ was film-
ing in Los Angeles and 
was disrupted by picket-
ing strikers earlier in the 
week.

‘Unstoppable’ is based 
on the story of Anthony 
Robles (Jerome), a 3x 
All-American wrestler 
born with one leg who 
prevailed in a national 
championship at Arizo-
na State. Oscar-winning 
Argo editor Billy Golden-
berg is making his fea-
ture directorial debut on 
Unstoppable.

The project is backed 
by Ben Affleck and Matt 

Damon’s Artists Equity.
More than 11,000 

members of the Writers 
Guild of America (WGA) 
began the strike in May, 
claiming they aren’t paid 

fairly in the streaming 
era.”Though we negoti-
ated intent on making a 
fair deal ... the studios’ 
responses to our pro-
posals have been wholly 

insufficient, given the 
existential crisis writers 
are facing,” said a state-
ment from the union 
leadership.

“They have closed the 
door on their labor force 
and opened the door to 
writing as an entirely 
freelance profession. 
No such deal could ever 
be contemplated by this 
membership.”

The Alliance of Motion 
Pictures and Television 
Producers (AMPTP), 
which is negotiating on 
behalf of studio man-
agement, responded by 
saying it was willing to 
improve on its offer but 
was not willing to meet 
some of the union’s 
demands.”

The primary sticking 

points are ‘mandatory 
staffing,’ and ‘duration 
of employment’ -- Guild 
proposals that would 
require a company to 
staff a show with a cer-
tain number of writers 
for a specified period of 
time, whether needed or 
not,” said the statement 
from management’s 
negotiating committee.

“Member companies 
remain united in their 
desire to reach a deal 
that is mutually ben-
eficial to writers and 
the health and longev-
ity of the industry, and 
to avoid hardship to the 
thousands of employees 
who depend upon the 
industry for their liveli-
hoods,” it added.

Jennifer Lopez’s ‘Unstoppable’ halts due to writers’ strike
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BALASORE, Jun 4 (Agencies): Rail-
way Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw who 
reviewed the restoration work at the 
Balasore triple train collision site on 
Sunday, said that the accident that 
claimed the lives of 288 passengers 
happened due to a change in electronic 
interlocking.

The Balasore train accident where two 
passenger trains and a goods carriage 
were involved claimed 288 lives so far 
while over 1,000 people sustained inju-
ries.

Ashwini Vaishnaw while speaking to 
ANI said that the commissioner of rail-
way safety has investigated the matter 
and identified the cause of the incident 
and the people responsible for it.

“The commissioner of railway safety 
has investigated the matter and let 
the investigation report come but we 
have identified the cause of the inci-
dent and the people responsible for it... 
It happened due to a change in elec-
tronic interlocking,” Vaishnaw told news 
agency.

The Railway Minister further added 
the focus right now is on the restoration 
and the target is to finish the work by 
Wednesday morning.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

inspected the site yesterday. We will 
try to restore the track today. All bodies 
have been removed. Our target is to 
finish the restoration work by Wednes-
day morning so that trains can start run-
ning on this track,” Vaishnaw added.

Earlier on Saturday, the Railways Min-
istry informed that the restoration work 
was ongoing at war footing in Odisha’s 
Balasore.

In a tweet, the Ministry of Railways 
said that the officials are closely 
monitoring the restoration process at 
the accident site. “Restoration work 
is ongoing at Warfooting at the train 
accident site in Balasore, Odisha with 
1000+ Manpower working tirelessly. At 
present, more than 7 Poclain Machines, 
2 Accident Relief Trains, and 3-4 Rail-
way and Road Cranes have been 
deployed for early restoration. Officials 
are closely monitoring the restoration 
process at the accident site,” read the 
post on the official Twitter handle of the 
Railways ministry.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) deployed 
Mi-17 helicopters for the evacuation of 
the deceased and injured. According to 
the Eastern Command, IAF coordinated 
the rescue efforts with the civil adminis-
tration and Indian Railways.

The preliminary report on the tragedy 
said the three-way accident involved 
Bengaluru-Howrah Superfast Express, 
the Coromandel Express and a goods 
train on three separate tracks at Bahan-
aga Bazar Station in Balasore district.

As many as 17 coaches of these two 
passenger trains were derailed and 
severely damaged in the accident on 
Friday evening. 

‘Root cause of accident and 
people responsible for it have 
been identified’, Railway 
Minister on Odisha train tragedy

BALASORE, Jun 4 (Agencies): 
Two days after one of India’s 
worst train accidents at Bah-
anaga Bazar in Odisha’s Bala-
sore district, most railway tracks 
have been cleared of wrecked 
railway coaches overnight by a 
team of bulldozers and cranes 
so that railway services on the 
main trunk line connecting east-
ern and southern India can be 
restored, railway officials said 
on Sunday.

Work on repairing tracks and 
overhead electric cables which 
had snapped is also going on, 
said officials.

Union Ministers Ashwini Vaish-
naw and Dharmendra Pradhan 
who have camped here visited 
the railway accident site in the 
early hours of the morning.

“Restoration work is going 
on at a fast pace ... single line 
track work, signalling system 
has almost been completed, 
overhead electricity work of 
one track is going on, it will 
be completed very soon,” said 
Vaishnaw.

Pradhan added that “rescue 
work is over … we are work-
ing with the local administration 
to send people affected back 
home.” He also said that the big 
challenge is to restore tracks so 
that the railway link between two 
important wings of the country 
can start functioning.

“By Tuesday we should be 

able to do it,” the minister said.
“We have teams working 

round the clock. Restoring at 
least two lines -up and down - 
is absolutely essential as quickly 
as possible,” a senior railway 
official at the site said.

“Restoration work on tracks 
is on. We are also working on 
overhead cables and masts 
which were uprooted … soon 
the down line will be restored 
and then the up line,” the official 
said.

A thorough search is being 
conducted in the passenger 
coaches which have been 
removed to check for bodies 
which may still be in them 
trapped in crumbled steel parts 
of the coach.

Railway officials said that all 
21 coaches which capsized 
due to the derailment of trains 
at Bahanaga Bazar station have 
been grounded. Now the site is 
being cleared, he said.

“Further 3 wagons and the 
locomotive upper part will be 
grounded,” the official said, 
adding that a special train will 
start from Bhadrak at 1 pm on 
Sunday and will run up to Chen-
nai in the path of 12841 Coro-
mandel Express.

It will have stoppages at Cut-
tack, Bhubaneswar and all other 
stoppages of 12841 Coroman-
del Express. Stranded passen-
gers of the train accident and 
their relatives can avail of the 
train service, he said.

Sources said that the number 
of deaths in the triple train crash 
on Friday has also increased 
from 288 to 295 but this could 
not be confirmed as yet.

The triple train pile-up near 
Balasore on Friday disrupted 
passenger and goods traffic 
between important industrial 
centres. Many of the patients 
initially admitted to Balasore and 
other local hospitals have been 
released or shifted to bigger 
cities with multi-speciality hos-
pitals including Cuttack, Bhu-
baneswar and Kolkata.

Most of the dead bodies too 
have been shifted to a facility 
in Bhubaneswar, said hospital 
administrators.

Three trains— Shalimar-Chen-
nai Coromandel Express, Ben-
galuru-Howrah super fast and a 
goods train — were involved in 
the pile-up, now being described 
as one of India’s worst train 
accidents.

The Coromandel Express 
crashed into a stationary goods 
train, derailing most of its coach-
es at around 7 pm on Friday. 
A few coaches of Coromandel 
toppled over the last few coach-
es of the Bengaluru-Howrah 
Express which was passing by 
at the same time.

Investigators are looking into 
possible human error, signal fail-
ure and other possible causes 
behind the three-train crash.

Odisha train accident: Teams working round the 
clock to restore tracks

Work is on so that railway services on the main trunk line connecting eastern and 
southern India can be restored

MUMBAI, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): Former Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) 
Mumbai zonal direc-
tor Sameer Wankhede 
who was booked by the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) in alleged 
bribery probe in drugs-
on-cruise case involving 
Bollywood actor Shah 
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan 
Khan, has claimed that 
he and his family were 
receiving threats in the 
name of underworld don 
Dawood Ibrahim.

According to sourc-
es, Wankhede told 
Mumbai Police that he 
was receiving threats 
through fake Twitter 

account and the threats 
were being made in the 
name of Dawood. He 
also apprised the police 
that who would be 
responsible if he or his 
family were attacked, 
said sources.

After receiving the 

threat, sources said 
Wankhede informed 
senior officers of 
Mumbai Police.

Further investigation is 
underway.

Sameer Wankhede 
has been booked by 
the CBI for allegedly 

demanding Rs 25 crore 
as a bribe for not framing 
Bollywood actor Shah 
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan 
Khan in the drugs-on-
cruise case.

Earlier, the NCB sourc-
es said that Wankhede 
violated the conduct 
rules by producing con-
versations he had with 
actor Shah Rukh Khan 
over Aryan Khan’s arrest 
in the drugs-on-cruise 
case.

“Sameer Wankhade 
giving chats in the court 
is against the conduct 
rules of NCB. How an 
investigating officer can 
have such chats with the 
family of the accused?” 

sources in the NCB said.
The NCB sources 

further claimed that 
Wankhede did not pro-
vide the phone through 
which he was chatting 
with Shahrukh Khan and 
along with this he also 
tried to scare a senior 
official of NCB when he 
took over the case.

Wankhede  had 
approached the Bombay 
High Court against the 
CBI action against him, 
from where he was 
granted protection from 
arrest till May 22.

The High Court 
extends relief to Sameer 
Wankhede till June 8.

Former NCB officer Sameer Wankhede claims of 
getting death threats in name of Dawood Ibrahim

GUWAHATI, Jun 4 (Agencies): Dibru-
garh-bound IndiGo flight with Union 
Minister Rameshwar Teli on board 
experienced some mechanical issue 
and had to make an emergency landing 
at Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi Inter-
national (LGBI) airport in Guwahati’s 
Borjhar on Sunday.

Rameshwar Teli, the Union Minister 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Terash 
Gowalla, the MLA for Duliajan, and 
Prashanta Phukan, the MLA for Dibru-
garh, were all on board flight 6E-2652 
when it made the emergency landing at 
LGBI airport 12 minutes after take off.

According to sources, a team from the 
technical section was working to locate 
and resolve the problem.

In response to a reported technical 

issue, IndiGo flight 6E2652 made an 
emergency landing at GNB Internation-
al Airport, according to MLA Gowalla.

“It was travelling to Mohonbari (Dibru-
garh) Airport. Along with MLA Prashan-
ta Phukan and MoS Rameshwar Teli, I 
took the flight. By the grace of God, we 
are all safe right now,” he added.

IndiGo flight carrying Union 
Minister makes emergency 
landing at Guwahati airport

KOZHIKODE, Jun 4 
(Agencies): Two teen-
agers went missing on 
Sunday from Kozhikode 
beach after going into 
the sea to retrieve their 
ball which had gone into 
the waters while playing 
there, police said.

The incident occurred 
between 7.30-8.00 AM, 
they said.

A group of teenag-
ers were playing at the 
beach when their ball 
went into the sea and 
some of them went into 
the water to retrieve it.

However, they appar-
ently got caught in the 

undercurrents and were 
pulled into the sea. 
While others present 
there were able to pull 
one of them to safety, 
the remaining two -- 
aged 15 years and 16 
years -- were swept 
away, a police officer 
said.

“Police, fire and rescue 
and the fisheries depart-
ment have arranged 
boats to search for the 
children. Fishermen of 
the area and other local 
residents are also help-
ing,” he said.

Earlier in March, a 
school picnic turned 

tragic after three stu-
dents drowned at 
Valiya Parakutty in the 
Mankulam river in Ker-
ala’s Idukki on Thursday 
afternoon. 

The deceased, identi-
fied as Richard, Arjun 
and Joel, aged 15 years, 
were students of Jyothis 
Central School in Anga-
maly.

The students were part 
of a 30 member group of 
teachers and students 
that reached Mankulam 
for a school tour. Five 
students entered the 
shallow pool and got 
trapped in the river.

2 teens swept away at Kozhikode 
beach, search launched

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): The Railway Board today 
detailed the events leading to 
the catastrophic triple train acci-
dent in Odisha’s Balasore on 
Friday night that killed at least 
288 people and left over 1,000 
injured.

The Bahanaga Bazar station 
in Balasore, where the horrific 
crash took place, is a four-line 
station, the railways explained, 
adding that there are two main 
lines in the middle and two loop 
lines on either side. There were 
goods trains loaded with iron 
ore on both the loop lines.

The Shalimar-Chennai Central 
Coromandel Express was trav-
elling from Chennai to Howrah 

and Bengaluru-Howrah Super-
fast Express was coming from 
Howrah. The signal was green 
on both the main lines. Coro-
mandel Express was going at 
128 kmph and the other pas-
senger train was at a speed 
of 126 kmph. The limit is 130 
kmph, hence none of them was 
overspeeding, Jaya Verma 
Sinha, Member, Operations & 
BD, Railway Board, said.

A signalling problem was 
detected, she said, adding that 
details will only emerge after 
further investigation. Ms Sinha 
said the reaction time was very 
less at such a high speed. 
“There was a signalling inter-
ference,” she said, adding that 

it would not be correct to call 
it a failure. The Railway Board 
repeatedly echoed the Railways 
Minister’s assertion that these 
are just initial findings, and 
nothing concrete can be said 
until the formal enquiry is over.

Ms Sinha repeatedly stressed 
that only one train, the Coro-
mandel Express, and not three, 
as has been allegedly specu-
lated, suffered an accident.

“For some reason, that train 

met with an accident, and the 
engine and coach went over 
it,” she said. It crashed into 
a goods train full of iron ore 
stationed on one of the loop 
lines, she explained, claiming 
that the goods train absorbed 
all the shock of the crash as it 
was very heavy. Coaches of 
the Coromandel Express got 
thrown off into the third track 
and rammed into a couple of 
coaches of the train approach-
ing at high speed from Howrah, 
Ms Sinha said.

“There were Linke Hofmann 
Busch (LHB) coaches, they are 
very safe,” she said, adding that 
damage was worse due to the 
iron ore.

Railway Board Official Explains Sequence Of Events Leading 
To Odisha Crash

NEW DELHI, Jun 
4 (Agencies): Telugu 
Desam Party chief 
Chandrababu Naidu 
today met BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda and 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah in Delhi to discuss 
an alliance ahead of the 
Telangana assembly 
election later this year 
and general elections 
next year. The meeting 
lasted for about half an 
hour.

BJP and TDP may 

have an alliance for the 
Telangana assembly 
elections to be held this 
year, sources said.

TDP was a part of 
NDA in 2014 but quit 
the ruling alliance in 
March 2018 before the 

2019 elections on the 
issue of special status 
to Andhra Pradesh.  
However, both parties 
came together after the 
recent municipal elec-
tions in Port Blair.

PM Modi remembered 
NT Rama Rao, TDP 
founder and Chief Min-
ister of Andhra Pradesh 
for seven years over 
three terms, on his birth 
anniversary in his radio 
program Mann Ki Baat 
last month.

Chandrababu Naidu Meets Amit 
Shah, Sets Off Buzz About 
Alliance For Polls NEW DELHI, Jun 4 

(Agencies): Odisha 
Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik spoke to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday over the 
phone and briefed him 
about the latest situ-
ation, particularly on 
medical treatment of the 
rail accident victims.

The Chief Minister 
assured that all possible 
steps have been taken 
to save the lives of the 
injured passengers in 
different hospitals of 
Odisha, the CMO said 

in a statement.
“The doctors, medi-

cal students are doing 
their best they can to 
save lives. Doctors, 
students and common 
people are coming for-
ward to donate blood for 
the injured people”, the 
statement by the CMO 
read. Saying that the 
Odisha state govern-
ment follow a policy that 
underlines ‘every life is 
precious’, CM Patnaik 
told PM Modi, “Starting 
from the rescue opera-
tion to carrying injured 

to hospitals, making 
arrangements for treat-
ment, we are leaving 
no stone unturned to 
save lives.” Sharing the 
details about the latest 
situation, Patnaik said 
that as many as 1,175 
patients are admitted in 
various hospitals, out of 
which 793 have been 

discharged. Most of 
the injured patients are 
in stable condition, he 
added.

Currently, 382 passen-
gers are now undergo-
ing treatment in various 
government and pri-
vate hospitals, the CM 
informed.

The Prime Minister 
thanked the chief min-
ister for the prompt and 
efficient action during 
the crisis. “The Centre 
is ready to provide any 
kind of assistance if 
required,” the PM said.

The PM also praised 
the people of Odisha for 
the kind of support and 
timely help in this hour 
of crisis.

The train crash, one of 
the deadliest in India in 
recent times, happened 
near the Bahanaga 
Baazar station in Bala-
sore district, about 250 
km south of Kolkata 
and 170 km north of 
Bhubaneswar, around 7 
pm on Friday. It is one 
of the deadliest train 
crashes in the history of 
the Indian Railways.

Odisha train accident: CM Patnaik briefs PM 
Modi about present situation
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SINGAPORE, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): Chinese Defence Minis-
ter Li Shangfu told Asia’s top 
security summit on Sunday that 
conflict with the United States 
would be an “unbearable disas-
ter” but that his country sought 
dialogue over confrontation.

Speaking at the Shangri-La 
Dialogue in Singapore, Li said 
the world was big enough for 
China and the US to grow 
together - remarks made days 
after he refused to meet his US 
counterpart for direct talks.

“China and the US have dif-
ferent systems and are different 
in many other ways,” he said in 
a speech that marked his first 
significant international address 
since he was named China’s 
Minister of National Defence in 
March.

“However, this should not 
keep the two sides from seeking 
common ground and common 
interests to grow bilateral ties 
and deepen cooperation,” he 
said. “It is undeniable that a 
severe conflict or confrontation 
between China and the US will 
be an unbearable disaster for 
the world.”

Wearing the general’s uniform 
of the People’s Liberation Army, 
Li made his address on the 34th 
anniversary of the 1989 Tianan-
men Square crackdown.

Ties between Washington and 
Beijing are badly strained over a 
range of issues, including dem-
ocratically governed Taiwan, 
territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea and President Joe 
Biden’s restrictions on semicon-
ductor chip exports.

As delegates at the summit 
debated the risks of accidents 
and miscalculations amid those 
tensions, the US Navy said 

a Chinese destroyer made 
“unsafe” manoeuvres near a US 
warship in the Taiwan Straits on 
Saturday, highlighting the dan-
gers.

China’s military criticised the 
United States and Canada for 
“deliberately provoking risk” 
after their warships staged a 
rare joint sailing through the 
sensitive strait.

US Indo-Pacific Command 
said US and Canadian ships 
were operating routinely and 
under high-seas freedoms.

Canadian defence minister 
Anita Anand said that Canada 
would continue to sail where 
international law allows, includ-
ing the Strait, and that “actors in 
this region must engage respon-
sibly”.

In his speech, Li said China 
would not allow such freedom-
of-navigation patrols by the 
United States and its allies to be 
“a pretext to exercise hegemony 
of navigation.” After his remarks, 
regional scholars asked Li 
repeatedly about the incident 
as well as China’s extensive 
maritime deployments in the dis-
puted South China Sea. He did 

not answer them directly, saying 
moves by countries outside the 
region were raising tensions.

Richard Marles, Australian 
deputy prime minister and 
defence minister, said his coun-
try’s efforts to improve its mili-
tary capabilities and presence 
in the region were aimed at 
“playing our part in contributing 
to the collective security of the 
Pacific and the maintenance of 
the rules-based order”.

“It is a point I made that we 
have repeatedly made to the 
region and to the world since we 
announced the optimal pathway 
to acquiring nuclear powered 
submarine capability,” he said 
on the sidelines of the security 
meeting, referring to the AUKUS 
pact with the United States and 
Britain.

US Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin rebuked China in a 
speech at the summit on Satur-
day for refusing to hold military 
talks, leaving the superpowers 
deadlocked over their differ-
ences.

Austin said dialogue “is not a 
reward, but a necessity”.

Li was more restrained in his 

address, although he took thinly 
veiled digs at the United States, 
accusing “some countries” of 
intensifying an arms race and 
wilfully interfering in the internal 
affairs of others.

“A Cold War mentality is now 
resurgent, greatly increasing 
security risks,” he said. “Mutual 
respect should prevail over bul-
lying and hegemony.”

Li, sanctioned by the United 
States in 2018 over weapons 
purchases from Russia, shook 
hands with Austin at a dinner on 
Friday but the two have not had 
a deeper discussion, despite 
repeated US demands for more 
military exchanges.

Alongside the speeches and 
panel discussions, senior intel-
ligence officials from both sides 
attended a secret meeting of 
spy chiefs in Singapore on the 
fringes of the summit, Reuters 
reported on Sunday.

After Li’s speech, retired vet-
eran Chinese diplomat Cui 
Tiankai urged the United States 
to ease military deployments 
close to China in an act of “good 
faith” if high-level defence talks 
between the two superpowers 
are to resume.

Chong Ja Ian, a political sci-
entist at the National Univer-
sity of Singapore, said that Li’s 
approach and tone appeared 
gentler than that of Chinese 
positions stated at previous 
summits but that “the content 
was the same”.

“It was a reflection of the dis-
tance between the US and the 
PRC, which also suggests that 
any hope that there will be some 
resolution is naive. US, PRC 
competition is here to stay,” he 
said.

China seeks dialogue, says clash with US would be 
‘unbearable disaster’

Chinese Defence Minister Li Shangfu said the world was big enough for China and the 
US to grow together

BEIJING/JIUQUAN, 
Jun 4 (Agencies): Three 
Chinese astronauts on 
Sunday returned safely 
to Earth on board the 
Shenzhou-15 manned 
spaceship after com-
pleting their six-month 
mission to build China’s 
space station.

Shenzhou-15’s return 
capsule carrying astro-
nauts Fei Junlong, Deng 
Qingming and Zhang 
Lu, touched down at 
the Dongfeng landing 
site in north China’s 
Inner Mongolia Autono-
mous Region at 6:33 am 
(Beijing Time), China 
Manned Space Agency 
(CMSA) said here.

The three completed 
their six-month space 
station mission, it 
announced.

The astronauts were 
in good shape, and the 
Shenzhou-15 manned 
mission was a success, 
the agency announced.

The three were 
replaced by three other 
astronauts, including 
China’s first civilian who 
successfully flew to the 
space station on May 

30.
The new set of astro-

nauts will stay in the 
space station for five 
months.

Once ready, China will 
be the only country to 
own a space station as 
the International Space 
Station (ISS) of Russia 
is a collaborative proj-
ect of several countries. 
The ISS station is also 
set to be decommis-
sioned by 2030.

The significant feature 
of China’s space station 
is its two robotic arms, 
especially the long one 
which can grab objects, 
including satellites from 
space.

“We have completed 
all the scheduled tasks 
and felt good after 
returning to the mother-
land,” Fei, the mission 
commander, said.

Fei had also partici-
pated in the country’s 
second crewed space 
mission, Shenzhou-6, 
in October 2005.

Deng, who finally got 
the chance to fly to 
space after 25 years 
of preparation, said: “I 

always believe in the 
power of dreams and 
persistence. No matter 
how old I am, I feel so 
happy to be needed by 
the nation.” “I’m now 
very excited, and when 
I was on the space sta-
tion, I often watched 
through the window, 
trying to find my moth-
erland and hometown,” 
Xinhua news agency 
quoted Zhang, one of 
China’s second batch 
of astronauts, as saying.

“We will adjust our 
bodies as soon as pos-
sible, go back into train-
ing, and be ready for 
space missions in the 
future,” Zhang added.

The return capsule 
separated from Shen-
zhou-15’s orbiting cap-
sule at 5:42 am as per 
the flight procedure.

Soon after the return 
capsule landed, the 
ground search team 
arrived at the landing 
site. Medical person-
nel confirmed that the 
astronauts were in good 
health.

China launched 
the manned space-
ship Shenzhou-15 on 
November 29, 2022.

The Shenzhou-15 
crew, China’s oldest 
mission crew in terms 
of average age, com-
pleted four extravehicu-
lar activities (EVAs), 
accomplishing the most 
EVAs of all Chinese 
crews to date.

The crew witnessed 
the completion of the 
country’s space station 
construction, the Xinhua 
report said. 

3 Chinese astronauts return 
home safely after a six 
month stint in space station

KYIV, Jun 4 (Agencies): An 
airstrike hit a residential district 
in the central Ukrainian city of 
Dnipro, killing a two-year-old 
girl and injuring 22 others, offi-
cials said Sunday.

The attack, which President 
Volodymyr Zelensky blamed 
on Russia, partially destroyed 
a pair of two-storey buildings as 
well as 10 private homes, a shop 
and a gas pipeline, according to 
the region’s governor.

Russian airstrikes over 
Ukraine have ratcheted up in 
recent weeks, as have incur-
sions in the opposite direction.

Kyiv has for months said it is 
preparing a major counter-offen-
sive against Moscow’s occupa-
tion forces, hoping to reclaim 
territory lost since Russia invad-
ed in February 2022.

After Saturday’s strike, a girl’s 
body was pulled from the wreck-
age.

“At night, a girl’s body was 

retrieved from under the rubble 
of a house in the Pidhorodnen-
ska community,” Serhiy Lysak, 
governor of the Dnipropetrovsk 
region, posted on Telegram 
early Sunday. “She just turned 
two.” “22 people were injured, 
5 of them were children,” he 
added, having said earlier that 
three boys were in serious con-
dition at the hospital. Zelensky 
blamed Russia for the strike, 
saying more people were 

trapped beneath the wreckage. 
“The Russians attacked the 
city,” Zelensky posted on Face-
book on Saturday.

“Once again, Russia proves 
it is a terrorist state. The Rus-
sians will bear responsibility for 
everything committed against 
our state and people.” Video 
posted by Zelensky showed 
rescue workers searching the 
destroyed building, to the sound 
of industrial drills.

In Kyiv, the head of the local 
military administration said the 
capital’s air defences repelled 
several missiles and drones.

“According to preliminary infor-
mation, not a single aerial target 
reached the capital,” Serhiy 
Popko wrote on Telegram on 
Sunday.

“The air defence forces 
destroyed everything heading 
towards the city at long dis-
tance. For the second night in a 
row, the residents of Kyiv did not 
hear the sounds of explosions 
overhead.”

On Saturday, Ukrainian shell-
ing killed two people in Russia’s 
Belgorod, a border region that 
has been hit by repeated attacks 
this week, the local governor 
said.

Belgorod villages have been 
targeted by unprecedented 
shelling, and the latest deaths 
bring the overall toll there to 
seven this week.

Strike kills girl, injures 22 in Dnipro: 
Ukraine officials

GRAYLING TOWNSHIP, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): A wildfire in Michigan had burned 
more than 3 square miles (7.7 square 
km) by late Saturday but an emergen-
cy evacuation was halted, the state 
Department of Natural Resources said.

The Wilderness Trail Fire in Crawford 
County started around 1 pm about 4 
miles (6.4 km) southeast of Grayling 
near Staley Lake in Grayling Township, 
the department said in a statement.

The wildfire moving west and south-
west threatened multiple buildings and 
closed I-75 for most of the day, the 
statement said.

The fire had burned 2,400 acres (3.75 
square miles) before midnight, natural 
resources department spokesperson 
Kathleen Lavey said in an email to news 
agency.

The evacuation order issued earlier 
was suspended late Saturday, Lavey 
said.

The Red Cross responded to assist 
those who were evacuated and a shel-
ter was established at Beaver Creek 

Township Hall.
Emergency personnel from the US 

Forest Service, federal Bureau of Land 
Management and Michigan police and 
fire departments continued working 
with the natural resources department 
to combat the fire with ground crews, 
airplanes, helicopters and heavy equip-
ment, the statement said.

The cause of the wildfire was not 
immediately determined.

A temporary flight restriction was 
enacted for a 5-mile (8-km) perimeter 
around the fire below 5,000 feet (1,534 
metres), the statement said.

Grayling Township is located about 
150 miles (241 km) north of Lansing.

Michigan wildfire burns more 
than 3 square miles, emergency 
evacuation suspended

WASHINGTON, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): Former US President 
Donald Trump sparked contro-
versy after he congratulated 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un on the country’s admission 
to the World Health Organiza-
tion’s executive board.

“Congratulations to Kim 
Jung Un!” the former presi-
dent wrote on Truth Social, 
misspelling the North Korean 
leader’s name while sharing 
news of the admission.

The post drew immediate 
condemnation from Repub-
lican presidential candidates 
and state party leaders.

Trump’s former UN ambas-
sador and 2024 opponent 
Nikki Haley took to Twitter and 
said, “Kim Jong Un starves his 
own people. 

It’s a total farce that North 
Korea has a leading role at the 

World Health Organization”.
Reacting to Trump’s con-

gratulatory message, Georgia 
Governor Brian Kemp said, 
“Taking our country back from 
Joe Biden does not start with 
congratulating North Korea’s 
murderous dictator.”

Trump’s GOP rivals for the 
White House continued their 
criticism, including Florida 
Governor Ron DeSantis, who 
called the North Korean leader 
“a murderous dictator”, report-
ed The New York Post.

“Kim Jong Un is an enemy of 
America who threatens peace 
and freedom. 

The fact that Trump delusion-
ally believes otherwise makes 
him a useful idiot for China and 
unfit to be president,” former 
GOP Maryland governor Larry 
Page also lashed out at Trump.

Trump famously enjoyed a 
“hot-and-cold relationship” 
with Kim during his one-term 
presidency. 

The two leaders often traded 
insults, with Trump deriding 
Kim as “little Rocket Man” and 
the latter hitting back with epi-
thets like “dotard” and “fright-
ened dog”.

However, after becoming the 
first sitting US president to visit 
the isolated communist coun-
try, Trump began warming up 
to and praising the 39-year-old 
autocrat. 

In Trump’s own words, he 
shares a “unique relationship 
and a special friendship” with 
Kim.

Dr Jong Min Pak this week 
became the first North Korean 
official to be appointed for a 
three-year term to the WHO’s 
executive board.

“What this means is that 
one of the world’s most hor-
rific regimes is now a part of 
a group that sets and enforc-
es the standards and norms 
for the global governance of 
health care,” 

UN Watch executive direc-
tor Hillel Neuer was quoted by 
The Independent as saying. 
“It is an absurd episode for a 
key UN agency that is in much 
need of self-reflection and 
reform,” Neuer added.

Others to join the executive 
board are Australia, Barbados, 
Cameroon, Comoros, Leso-
tho, Qatar, Switzerland, Togo 
and Ukraine.

Trump congratulates North Korea’s ‘Kim Jung Un’, 
faces flak from own party

KABUL, Jun 4 (Agencies): An earthquake of mag-
nitude 4.6 on the Richter scale jolted 218 kilome-
tres East of Afghanistan’s Fayzabad on Sunday, the 
National Center for Seismology (NCS) said.

The NCS said that the earthquake occurred at 10:05 
am IST and had a depth of 150 kilometres. NCS 
tweeted, “Earthquake of Magnitude:4.6, Occurred on 
04-06-2023, 10:05:32 IST, Lat: 36.71 & Long: 72.96, 
Depth: 150 Km, Location: 218km E of Fayzabad.”

Further details are awaited.
On June 3, an earthquake of magnitude 4.2 on the 

Richter scale struck 149km north-north-east (NNE) of 
Kabul, Afghanistan, the National Center for Seismol-
ogy (NCS) said.

NCS in a tweet stated, “Earthquake of Magnitude:4.2, 
Occurred on 03-06-2023, 15:55:02 IST, Lat: 35.84 & 
Long: 69.69, Depth: 10 Km, Location: 149km NNE of 
Kabul, Afghanistan.”

Earthquake of 
magnitude 4.6 
jolts Afghanistan
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28K J&K Govt employees 
under I-T Dept 

scanner for claiming 
bogus refunds

(criminal conspiracy) and section 66D of 
the Information Technology Act (cheating 
by impersonation).

The department has also written to the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India 
(ICAI) seeking cancellation of the accused 
CA’s licence, who runs a consultancy firm 
in Rajbagh area here and whom it consid-
ers the “prime accused” in the case, the 
sources said.

Alarmed by this development, the depart-
ment ran a fresh check in November last 
year for the ITRs filed by salaried employ-
ees working in J-K and found similar 
instances of bogus claims of deduction 
made by them to seek refunds.

The employees, as per the sources, 
belong to the power development, health, 
tourism, education, bank, universities apart 
from personnel of the police and the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) that are 
deployed in the UT for law and order and 
counter-terrorism duties.

The I-T Principal Commissioner wrote to 
the heads of these organisations in March 
informing them that there is a provision to 
correct or update such returns by filing an 
ITR-U and avoid getting into legal trouble.

Over 9,000 employees filed their ITR-U in 
J-K by this March end and the department 
collected additional tax of more than Rs 56 
crore, the sources said.

An ITR-U enables a taxpayer to update 
their returns (ITRs) using the e-filing portal 
anytime within two years from the end of 
the relevant assessment year.

However, many employees did not avail 
this opportunity of filing ITR-U and now 
they will be issued penalty notices and in 
some cases police FIRs will be filed like 
the one filed against the 405 people, the 
sources said.

According to an estimate, over 28,000 
government employees have fraudulently 
claimed refunds for 2020-21 and 2021-22 
and the department will soon initiate action 
against them after sending them notices 
for scrutiny of their ITRs, the sources said.

According to the law, if a person evades 
tax or mis-declares their income in the ITR 
they can be prosecuted and charge sheet-
ed by the tax department under section 
276C of the I-T Act that entails a rigorous 
imprisonment ranging from six months to 
seven years on a case-to-case basis.

Former J&K CM 

Mehbooba Mufti issued 
Passport after 3 Years
asked the passport authority to decide 

within three months on issuing a fresh 
travel document to the PDP chief.

”Considering that the matter is remanded 
back to the passport officer and the ini-
tial rejection was two years ago, let the 
passport officer concerned take a deci-
sion expeditiously and in any case within 
three months,” Justice Prathiba M Singh 
had noted in the order in March this year.

The court’s order had come on a petition 
by Mehbooba seeking a direction to the 
passport authorities to take an early deci-
sion on her appeal regarding the issuance 
of a new passport.

The former Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister said in her plea that there was a 
considerable delay in issuing a new pass-
port to her despite reminders.

She said no decision was being taken on 
her appeal.

The Central government’s counsel had 
informed the court that an order was 
passed on the appeal on March 2 and the 
matter has been sent to the passport officer 
in Jammu and Kashmir for reconsideration.

In February this year, Mehbooba had 
sought the intervention of External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar for the issuance of 
the passport, saying she had been wait-
ing for it for the past three years to take 
her 80-year-old mother on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca.

In March 2021, Mehbooba and her 
mother were denied passports after the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police had cited an 
”adverse report”.

People of India are going 
to defeat BJP: Rahul 

Gandhi
members and members of the diaspora 

gathered in large numbers at the commu-
nity event that was also attended by New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams.

Apart from the Telangana election, there 
are elections scheduled for “Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh where 
we will do the same we did to them in 
Karnataka,” Gandhi said to cheers and 
applause from the supporters.

“It is not just the Congress party that is 
going to defeat the BJP. It is the people of 
India, the people of Madhya Pradesh, the 
people of Telangana, the people of Rajas-
than, Chhattisgarh who are going to defeat 
the BJP,” Gandhi said.

He added that the reason for this is that 
“India has understood that it cannot go for-
ward with the type of hatred that the BJP is 

spreading in society.” “That is what is going 
to happen in the next few states. And then 
after that in 2024 we will do the same…
The opposition is united, we are all working 
together. It is an ideological battle. On one 
side, there is a divisive ideology of the BJP, 
the hate-filled ideology of the BJP. On the 
other side, there is the affectionate, loving 
ideology of the Congress party,” he said.

He said in Karnataka, the BJP tried to 
polarise the election and create anger and 
hatred between communities.

“Prime Minister himself tried it. Did it 
work,” he said as the audience replied no.

Gandhi said the people of Karnataka 
declared that the election is about prices, 
unemployment and corruption.

Gandhi referred to his slogan made during 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, during which he had 
said “Nafrat ke bazaar mein mohabbat ki 
dukan kholenge.” Adams said the “New 
Delhi of America is right here in New York 
City.” “This community is one of the most 
highly-educated, one of the most highly 
business operated and owned,” he said, 
adding that what is unique about America is 
that, “we tell you never give up your home-
land as you embrace your adopted land,” 
amid a round of applause and cheers from 
those gathered.

“You are Indian-(dash)Americans. As 
you embrace America, do not remove the 
Indian part,” the NYC Mayor said.

He added that India “historically has 
given so much not only to the geographi-
cal boundaries of your country but what the 
Indian community historically has given to 
the globe is just remarkable and has yet to 
truly be reflected in historical proportions.

“All of the great Nobel peace prize win-
ners have basically borrowed from the rich 
history of your society,” he said, adding 
that they have drawn inspiration from the 
ancient Vedas and early writings.

Earlier in the day, Gandhi “had a thought-
provoking fireside chat” with leading think-
ers of New York at Roosevelt House, home 
of former US President, Franklin D Roos-
evelt.

Gandhi said the members of the dias-
pora in the US are “our ambassadors” and 
have shown America and the rest of the 
world “what it means to be Indian.” He 
said there is a fight going on back home 
and a similar fight also in America about 
two different visions for India. “One vision 
which is our vision – accepts everybody, 
embraces everybody, respects everybody, 
loves everybody, and wants everybody to 
be a part of the future of our country regard-
less of their religion, their community, their 
caste, their language.

“We are fighting our friends in the BJP…
they have a very limited view of our coun-
try,” he said.

Addressing the audience and the diaspo-

ra at the event, Gandhi said: “You respect 
other religions. You respect other cultures. 
You respect other people, you respect 
women. And that is the best way to fight 
the BJP, to live according to the ideology 
that we believe in,” he said, adding that the 
fight is not difficult.

Three drug smugglers 
arrested in Baramulla: 

Police
“During their personal search 380 cap-

sules of Spasmo Proxyvon Plus were 
recovered from them and were taken into 
custody immediately”, he said. Scooty 
was also seized on spot. He said that 
case under NDPS Act registered in Police 
Station Pattan and investigations set in 
motion. 

Situation in Kashmir 
won’t improve till India, 

Pak hold dialogue: 
Farooq Abdullah

world.
More than 300 persons died and hun-

dreds more were injured, he said.
”There should be a probe as to how it 

happened and who is responsible for it,” 
Abdullah said.

The incident involving Bengaluru-Howrah 
Superfast Express and Shalimar-Chennai 
Central Coromandel Express, which were 
carrying around 2,500 passengers, and 
a goods train occurred around 7 pm on 
Friday near the Bahanaga Bazar station in 
Balasore. At least 288 people were dead 
and over 1,100 injured.

Mega nursery in J&K near 
Pakistan border all set to 

cater to local fruit  
growers this monsoon
The irrigation of thousands of plants in 

the greenhouse is being done through a 
computerised system using boom irriga-
tion, drip irrigation and shower watering 
techniques and the entire system is man-
aged through artificial intelligence.

Officials said that local farmers will now 
be able to get plants of various species 
from the nursery at lower costs.

All the citrus fruit plants that were ear-
lier brought from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
will be produced locally. This will also help 
increase the income of local fruit growers.

”We have a protected environment to 

produce plants throughout the year. Local 
farmers have got employment here. We 
engage local labourers too. In the days 
to come, it will be beneficial for farmers of 
Jammu division,” said Sharma.

Police dismisses 
constable from service 
for unauthorised long 

absence in Ramban
spokesperson, the said official joined dis-

trict police Ramban on 05/09/2019 under 
suspension and absented himself from the 
duty on 26/10/2019, till date, making it a 
total of 3 years and 221 days of absence 
period.

It is pertinent to mention here that con-
stable Arvind Kapoor is involved in multiple 
FIRs and has been arrested several times 
for offences under NDPS ACT and 304 . 
Three FIRs, FIR NO 171/2015, 65/2018 
both under section 8/21/2229 NDPS ACT 
were registered against the said constable 
at Police station Bakshi Nagar and he was 
recently arrested by police station Bakshi 
nagar again under FIR NO 281/2023 under 
section 304/297/201.  The said constable 
was given multiple signals and various 
show cause notices were served through 
concerned police stations and newspa-
pers, but every time he failed to join back 
the duties.  Considering the criminal 
record and the wilful prolonged absence 
from duties, District Police Office Ramban 
issued an order no : 203 of 2023 dated 
03-06-2023 dismissing him from services.

Amid dry weather 
temperature to rise in 

J&K
Celsius against 8.2 degree Celsius the 

previous day and it was 2.7 degree Celsius 
below normal for the gateway of Kashmir.

Pahalgam had a low of 4.0 degree Cel-
sius against 5.1 degree Celsius recorded 
the previous night and it was 2.6 degree 
Celsius below normal for the famous tourist 
spot of south Kashmir. Kokernag had a low 
of 8.5 degree Celsius against 8.1 degree 
Celsius recorded the previous day and it 
was 2.6 degree Celsius below normal for 
the south Kashmir’s picnic spot while fron-
tier district of Kashmir’s Kupwara recorded 
a low of 8.2 degree Celsius against 9.5 
degree Celsius the previous night and it 
was 2.8 degree Celsius below normal.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 3.6 degree 
Celsius against 3.2 degree Celsius record-
ed a day ago and it was 4.0 degree Celsius 
below normal, the MeT office said.
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JAMMU, Jun 4: At a 
brief function held in 
Mint Leaf, today, danc-
ing star Naira Kaith was 
felicitated for encourag-
ing little girls to learn 
dance. Speaking on 
the occasion, Naira 
said, Within moments 
of approach, the little 
girls match steps with 
her. The energy of the little girls is unmatch-

able. The cute little girls 
are stealing the hearts 
of many social media 

users with their moves.
Naira further said, I 

love dance for many rea-
sons. One reason is that 
it makes me twinkle and 
happy inside and more-
over, it is an extremely 
good physical activity, 
and children who have 
dance lessons regularly 
should expect to see a 
significant improvement 
in their overall physical 
health. 

TOP NEWS REPORT 

JAMMU, Jun 4: Dr 
Parneesh Mahajan, 
Convener Department 
of Training BJP J&K has 
urged the J&K adminis-
tration to pace up the 
work on tourism projects 
to make Jammu region 
an independent tour-
ist destination as soon 
as possible to ensure 
socio-economic devel-
opment.   

In a statement issued 
to media persons, Parn-
eesh said that the boost 
given to tourism sector 
by the opening of Jambu 
Zoo in Nagrota area is 
testimony to the fact that 

if all the tourism projects 
meant for Jammu region 
would see the light of 
the day, Jammu will not 
have to turn towards 
Valley to satiate its 
aspirations with regard 
to economic progress as 
it will become self-reliant 
and the stakeholders will 
get their share in abun-

dance as this sector is 
one of the mainstays 
of the economy of the 
region. He particularly   

mentioned the name of 
Tawi River Front Project, 
claiming that its comple-
tion along with the open-
ing of Tirupati Balaji 
Temple will ensure that 
Jammu region becomes 
an independent tourist 
destination. He said that 
people  of Jammu are 
eagerly waiting for the 
completion of aforesaid 
tourism projects and 
thus the government 
should take keen inter-
est in swiftly completing 
the aforesaid projects 
to satiate aspirations of 

people of Jammu region 
and make it an indepen-
dent tourist hub. He said 
that the Jammu region 
is fast changing into the 
tourists’ first choice with 
incumbent government 
giving due weightage 
to the region which ear-
lier was marred by the 
lopsided attitude of suc-
cessive governments 
that seldom cared for 
promoting tourism or 
any other sector in 
Jammu region. He said 
that the J&K administra-
tion should keep up the 
pace of developing the 
Jammu region to boost 
tourism in the region as 
never before.

Make Jammu region independent 
tourist destination: Parneesh

Dancing star Naira Kaith felicitated 

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 4: The 
Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation has now put an 
end to the affiliation 
war between Handball 
Association India and 
Handball Federation 
of India. IOA has given 
recognition to Handball 
Association India. 

Information Giving 
by Dr. Anandeshwar 
Pandey that PT Usha, 

President of the Indian 
Olympic Association, 
has given recogni-
tion regarding the 
long-standing fight for 
recognition. IOA has 
given recognition to 
Handball Association 
India President Digvi-
jay Chautala, General 
Secretary Jaganmohan 
Rao, and Treasurer Dr. 
Tejraj Singh. He told 
that with this recogni-
tion, the danger hover-

ing over the future of the 
players has also ended. 
He said that Indian men 
and women teams of 
Handball Association 
India have won many 
medals by participating 
in every national and 
international competi-
tion. All the male and 
female handball players 
have heaved a sigh of 
relief after the dispute 
has been resolved. 

J&K Handball Associa-

tion congratulated. 
Dr. Anandeshwar 

Pandey and  the newly 
appointed President of 
Handball Association 
India Digvijay Chau-
tala, General Secretary 
Jaganmohan Rao, Trea-
surer Dr. Tejraj Singh. 
Thanks to IOA Presi-
dent PT Usha and acting 
CEO Kalyan Chaubey 
and congratulations to 
all the association of 
India affiliated with HAI.

IOA gives recognition to 
Handball Association India

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Jun 4: Nation-
al Democratic Party 
Indian (NDPI) J&K UT 
said the Congress, NC 
and PDP destroyed 
J&K socially, politically. 
Addressing party activ-
ists here, NDPI Chief 
Rajesh Gupta, accused 
the Congress, NC and 
of murdering democra-
cy in Jammu and Kash-
mir, and said they are 
responsible for all the 
"mess and uncertainty" 

in the Union Territory. 
While making a scath-
ing attack on Congress, 
NC and PDP and the 
statements given by their 
leaders said they are in 
great desperation and 
hence they are leveling 
wild allegations against 
PM Modi. But they will 
never succeed in their 
designs as people of 
this country love PM and 
they will teach these par-
ties a lesson.

NDPI leader also ridi-
culed Congress leaders 

for raising corruption 
issues and said those 
who are themselves 
knee deep involved in 
corrupt practices are 
talking of transparency 
and probity in public life.

He said these three 
dynasties including NC, 
Congress and Mufti 
looted and destroyed 
Kashmir for their vested 
political interests. He 
added that these three 
dynasties looted the 
resources of the erst-
while State and left the 

common masses in 
lurch. Accusing three 
dynasties who ruled 
J&K for about seven 
decades for the turmoil 
that engulfed J&K in 
1989 said,Gupta. He 
further said the people of 
J&K are fed up with three 
dynastic parties and their 
leaders so they totally 
hate them.

Others who addressed 
the meeting were Umesh 
Manhas, S.Kuljeet 
Singh, Tilakraj, Sandeep 
Anand, and Rajiv Luthra.

Congress, NC, PDP destroyed J&K 
socially, politically: Rajesh 

TOP NEWS REPORT
KATHUA, Jun 4: GDC Kathua 

hosted a rejuvenating meditation ses-
sion at Girls Hostel under the Patron-
age and guidance of esteemed Prin-
cipal Prof. Seema Mir. This session 
was to alleviate the mental pressure 
faced by the boarders during ongoing 
examinations. The event commenced 
with a warm welcome address by the 
convener of Girl’s Hostel Prof. Rajki-

ran Sharma.
This empowering initiative was 

organised in collaboration with Art of 
Living under the banner of “Har Ghar 
Dhayan” featuring  meditation  ses-
sion  conducted by experts  Simmy 
Bhadwal and Shivalika Sharma. More 
than 100 boarders enthusiastically 
participated  in meditation exercis-
es. The experts physically provided   
various  meditation  techniques  and 

elaborated  on their health  benefits.
A key highlight  of the session  was 

questionnaire  round,  where the girls 
had the opportunity  to address  their 
queries and concerns. The experts 
skillfully addressed  each doubt 
,ensuring  complete  satisfaction  
among  the participants

During the event, boarders 
expressed their desire for more 
such camps in the Girls Hostel. The 

experts accompanied by the faculty 
reassured them that future camps 
would be organised on a regular 
basis.

The programe was culminated with 
a heartfelt vote of thanks delivered 
by Dr. Nitu Sharma, Warden Girls 
Hostel.

The program was graced by the 
dedicated hostel employees who 
actively supported the event.

GDC organizes meditation session in Girls hostel
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NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): In order to curb the 
menace of pesky calls and 
sms, telecom regulator Trai 
has directed service provid-
ers to develop a unified digital 
platform in two months to seek, 
maintain and revoke customers’ 
consent for promotional calls 
and messages.

In the first phase, only sub-
scribers will be able to initiate 
the process to register their 
consent for receiving promo-
tional calls and sms, and later, 
business entities will be able to 
reach out to customers to seek 
their consent to receive pro-
motional messages, Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India 
(Trai) said in a statement.

“Trai has now issued a direc-
tion to all the access providers 
to develop and deploy the Digi-
tal Consent Acquisition (DCA) 
facility for creating a unified 
platform and process to regis-
ter customers’ consent digitally 
across all service providers and 
principal entities,” Trai said.

At present, there is no unified 
system to show consent of cus-

tomers for getting promotional 
messages.

“Considering the volume of 
work involved, Trai has allocat-
ed two months’ time to develop 
such facilities by all Access 
Providers and thereafter imple-
ment it in a phased manner. This 
direction has been issued by 
Trai under its Telecom Commer-
cial Communication Customer 
Preference Regulations, 2018,” 
Trai said.

Under the prevalent system, 
consent is obtained and main-

tained by the various principal 
entities such as banks, other 
financial institutions, insurance 
companies, trading companies, 
business entities, real estate 
companies etc.

The absence of a unified digital 
platform makes it impossible for 
the telecom operators to check 
veracity of consents.

“The DCA process shall have 
facility to seek, maintain and 
revoke the consent of custom-
ers, as per the processes envis-
aged under TCCCP Regulation 

2018. The consent data collect-
ed will be shared on the Digital 
Ledger Platform (DLT) for scrub-
bing by all access providers,” 
Trai said.

Access providers, which 
include telecom players like 
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, Voda-
fone Idea, have been further 
directed to use a common short 
code starting with 127 for send-
ing consent seeking messages.

“The purpose, scope of con-
sent and principal entity or brand 
name shall be mentioned clearly 
in the consent seeking message 
sent through the short code,” the 
statement said.

Only whitelisted or approved 
web or app links, callback num-
bers etc will be allowed to be 
used in the consent seeking 
messages, it said.

“Further, access providers 
shall develop an SMS, IVR 
(interactive voice response), 
online facility to register unwill-
ingness of the customers to 
receive any consent seek-
ing messages initiated by any 
principal entity,” the statement 
added.

Develop digital platform for customers’ consent for 
promotional calls, sms: Trai directs service providers

Under prevalent system, consent is obtained and maintained by various principal 
entities such as banks, other financial institutions, insurance companies, trading 

companies, business entities, real estate companies, etc

SAN FRANCISCO, Jun 4 (Agencies): 
A top Twitter executive responsible for 
safety and content moderation has left 
the company, her departure coming 
soon after owner Elon Musk publicly 
complained about the platform’s han-
dling of posts about transgender topics.

The departure pointed to a fresh wave 
of turmoil among key officials at Twitter 
since Musk took over last year.

Ella Irwin, Twitter’s head of trust and 
safety, confirmed her resignation in a 
pair of tweets. She did not say in the 
message why she was leaving, but 
her departure came shortly after Musk 
criticised Twitter’s handling of tweets 
about a conservative media company’s 
documentary that questions transgen-
der medical treatment for children and 
teens. Musk was responding to com-
plaints by Jeremy Boreing, co-CEO of 
the media company, the Daily Wire.

Boreing said in tweets and retweets of 
conservative commentators that Twitter 
was suppressing the movie by flagging 
posts about it as hate speech and keep-
ing the movie off lists of trending topics.

Boreing tweeted that Twitter cancelled 
a deal to premiere “What is a Woman?” 
for free on the platform “because of two 
instances of misgendering.’” Twitter 
rules prohibit intentionally referring to 
transgender individuals with the wrong 
gender or name. “This was a mistake 
by many people at Twitter. It is definitely 
allowed,” Musk tweeted back.

“Whether or not you agree with using 
someone’s preferred pronouns, not 

doing so is at most rude and certainly 
breaks no laws.” Irwin tweeted Friday 
that “one or two people noticed” she 
left the company the day before, and 
she noted speculation about whether 
she was fired or quit. She teased that 
she would post 24 tweets to explain her 
departure. Then she posted that she 
was just kidding about the long nar-
rative. “In all seriousness, I did resign 
but this has been a once in a lifetime 
experience and I’m so thankful to have 
worked with this amazing team of pas-
sionate, creative and hardworking 
people. Will be cheering you all and 
Twitter as you go!” Next to Musk, Irwin 
had been the most prominent voice of 
the company’s ever-changing content 
policies in recent months.

Twitter has struggled to bring back 
advertisers turned off by Musk’s drastic 
changes and loosening of rules against 
hate speech since he bought Twitter for 
$44 billion in October.

Twitter also has an incoming CEO, 
Linda Yaccarino, known for decades of 
media and advertising industry experi-
ence, but she hasn’t started yet.

Twitter has been in turmoil including 
mass layoffs and voluntary departures 
since the billionaire Tesla owner bought 
the San Francisco company and took 
it private.

The company’s head of trust and 
safety left shortly after the takeover, and 
turnover in the top ranks has continued.

Last month, Twitter fired two more top 
managers.

Twitter executive responsible 
for content safety resigns after 
Elon Musk criticism

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): In the realm of medicine, 
consensus is rare, but through 
persistent research and system-
atic synthesis of available data, 
a broad agreement can often be 
achieved. However, one topic 
that has remained controversial 
and unresolved is the debate 
between branded and generic 
medicines.

For decades, fish farmers 
have used chemicals like for-
malin and potassium perman-
ganate to prevent infections. 
However, when antibiotics such 
as chloramphenicol and tetracy-
cline became available, these 
became the preferred options. 
So, what does this have to do 
with the debate between gener-
ic and branded medicines?

Branded medications are 
developed and marketed by 
pharmaceutical companies 
under exclusive patent protec-
tion, while generic drugs offer 
cheaper alternatives with the 
same active ingredient, dosage 
form, safety, strength, route 
of administration, quality, per-
formance characteristics, and 
intended use.

The issue of high prices for 
brand-name medicines has long 
been a concern. Governments 
and elected officials worldwide 
have addressed this matter, 
leading to increased competition 
from generic manufacturers. 
However, brand-name pharma-
ceutical companies often resist 
this competition.

In 1949, Parke-Davis, a US-
based company, introduced 
Chloromycetin (branded chlor-
amphenicol), a highly effec-
tive drug for treating typhoid. It 
became a blockbuster, gener-
ating annual sales exceeding 
$100 million. Several generic 
versions were ready to enter the 
market once the patent expired 
in 1966. However, the company 
requested the USFDA (regula-
tor) not to allow generics without 
clinical trial data, citing potential 
differences in raw materials and 
manufacturing processes that 
could affect the effectiveness of 
generic chloramphenicol com-
pared to Chloromycetin.

Public opinion supported 
the need for generics, lead-
ing to their approval. Generic 
chloramphenicol was signifi-
cantly cheaper, leading to its 
increased use. A dealer who 
had been using Chloromycetin 
for his fish decided to switch to 
generic chloramphenicol. To his 
surprise, the generic capsule did 
not dissolve as expected (failed 
dissolution test in today’s par-
lance).

This observation led to fur-

ther tests conducted by Parke-
Davis and later by the FDA. 
The results revealed that three 
generic versions of chloram-
phenicol were inadequately 
absorbed into the bloodstream, 
a critical finding considering the 
life-saving nature of the medi-
cation. Consequently, the FDA 
suspended the authorisation of 
generic chloramphenicol, grant-
ing the company extra time of 
market exclusivity.

This event led to enactment of 
the Hatch-Waxman Act in 1984. 
The legislation established reg-
ulatory requirements for generic 
drug approval, including the 
need for bioequivalence studies 
comparing the generic version 
to the branded product.

The Indian perspective
Many differences exist 

between branded and generic 
drugs, but in principle, a generic 
drug should work as well as a 
branded one. In India, we also 
see branded generics — dif-
ferent companies market their 
generics under their own brand 
names.

Struggling with high medicine 
prices, India passed the Drugs 
& Cosmetics Act in 1970, allow-
ing domestic companies to 
manufacture drugs using dif-
ferent processes. This led to 
the growth of the generic drug 
industry. Originator companies, 
often multinational corporations, 
attempted to prevent generics 
from entering the market. A sig-
nificant milestone was achieved 
when Cipla provided afford-
able anti-AIDS medicines to 
Africa, despite resistance from 
Big Pharma. Efforts to counter 
Indian generic drug-makers 
would ultimately lead India to 
shift to the “product-patent” 
regime under the WTO-GATT-
TRIPS Agreement in 1995.

One argument against generic 
medicines is the perception of 
inferior quality. However, gener-
ics must demonstrate equiva-
lence through clinical studies 
before entering the market. In 
India, the regulator (CDSCO) 
evaluates the quality, safety and 
efficacy of generics by review-

ing data on the active ingredi-
ent, manufacturing processes, 
formulation, and stability. The 
advantages of using generic 
medicines are many, and cost 
savings of up to 80 per cent 
have been reported.

While generic medicines are 
generally safe and effective, 
concerns have been raised by 
the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) about bioequivalence 
studies conducted by certain 
Contract Research Organisa-
tions (CROs), including those 
in India. Similarly, in 2021, the 
USFDA notified that studies con-
ducted by certain CROs were 
deemed “not acceptable” due 
to concerns about data integ-
rity. While Europe suspended 
the marketing authorisations of 
the products, the USFDA cat-
egorised them as “BX”, mean-
ing they are approved but not 
recommended as automatic 
substitutes for the brand-name 
drugs — a much softer penalty.

Similar issues have been 
raised in the past, accusing the 
USFDA of being too lenient with 
drug companies, failing to detect 
problems during inspections, 
withholding information about 
problematic drugs, and not ban-
ning such drugs. Building trust 
is of utmost importance. Quality 
control plays a vital role in the 
regulatory landscape.

An analysis of the past six 
months of CDSCO’s findings 
on drugs of substandard quality 
reveals that about 4.5 per cent 
of medicines, all of which are 
generics, failed to meet one or 
more criteria. Several reasons 
contribute to these failures, 
including problems with assay, 
dissolution, sterility, and the 
presence of toxins. It remains 
unclear if branded products 
have been subjected to this test-
ing by the regulator, as they do 
not appear in the lists published 
by the CDSCO.

A recent PGI study has shown 
that adequate drug levels of 
an antifungal drug itracon-
azole were achieved in only 29 
per cent of patients receiving 
generic itraconazole, and in 73 

per cent of those who received 
branded medicine. What’s 
important to note is that even 
the branded product is not 100 
per cent successful — such is 
the complexity of drug-patient 
interaction along with the mul-
tifaceted inter-play of various 
other factors.

Shortcuts taken by some 
organisations serve to enhance 
profits. However, the question 
of profiteering from the suffer-
ing of fellow human beings is no 
longer even debated, although 
examples exist where discov-
erers of significant drugs (e.g. 
insulin) have willingly given up 
patents for the betterment of 
society.

India not only has a large 
domestic market for generic 
drugs, valued at around $25 bil-
lion, but also plays a significant 
role as a global supplier, with 
a substantial share in the $400 
billion global market. In 2008, 
the government launched the 
Jan Aushadhi scheme, aiming 
to provide quality generic medi-
cines. In 2016, the Medical 
Council of India (now NMC) 
recommended that physicians 
prescribe generic drugs, which 
are typically 30-80 per cent 
cheaper than their brand-name 
counterparts.

Switchability of generics
While generic drugs are gener-

ally considered safe and effec-
tive alternatives to branded 
drugs, there are certain situ-
ations where it may be advis-
able to avoid switching from a 
branded drug. It is important 
to note that healthcare provid-
ers make individualised deci-
sions based on their clinical 
judgment and patient-specific 
factors. Open communication 
between healthcare providers 
and patients is crucial in deter-
mining the appropriateness of 
switching to generic drugs.

India, with its large and diverse 
population, faces unique chal-
lenges in providing accessible 
and affordable medications to 
its citizens. Generic drugs have 
emerged as a game-changer 
in the healthcare system. The 
CDSCO mandates adherence 
to Good Manufacturing Practic-
es (GMP) for all manufacturers 
and conducts regular inspec-
tions. All stakeholders, includ-
ing regulators, manufacturers, 
prescribers, civil society, and 
patient advocacy groups, must 
work together to achieve the 
goal of providing good-quality 
generic drugs to patients.

On paper, Indian laws are at 
par with the developed nations 
of the world. In implementation, 
there is scope for improvement.

The much cheaper generic medicines have 
emerged as a game-changer in healthcare, but 
quality control is key

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 
(Agencies): The World 
Health Organisation has 
released new guidelines 
on non-sugar sweeten-
ers (NSS), recommend-
ing against their use to 
control body weight or 
reduce the risk of non-
communicable diseas-
es. The recommenda-
tion does not apply to 
diabetics and personal 
hygiene products con-
taining NSS. Endocri-
nologist Dr R Muralid-
haran explains the facts 
and myths about NSS.

What are non-sugar 
sweeteners?

Commonly called non-
nutritive sweeteners or 
artificial sweeteners, 
these are low or no-
calorie alternatives to 
the common table sugar 
(sucrose). Many times 
sweeter, these are high 
intensity sweeteners 
as they can mimic the 
taste of sugar at much 
less quantities and 
convey a sweet taste to 
the brain more strongly. 
Saccharin, aspartame, 
sucralose and steviol 
glycosides are com-
monly available.

How are they zero or 
low calorie?

Most of these NSSs do 
not get absorbed in the 
digestive system and 
pass through the body 
with little modification.

Is there a difference 
between chemical and 
plant-based NSSs?

Other than the source, 
there is no difference. 
The chemical struc-
tures and the intensity 
of sweetness vary. The 
closeness in taste to 
sucrose and stability 
at higher temperatures 
(for adding to hot bev-
erages and sugar-free 
sweets) are the qualities 
that dictate our choice. 
There is no evidence 
that plant-based sweet-
eners are not harmful or 
less harmful.

What research says
There have been 

many studies exploring 
whether NSSs increase 
body weight after long-
term use and raise the 
risk of cardiovascular 
disease. Studies in rats 
with saccharin showed 
an increase in appetite. 
People using NSSs may 
develop a false sense 
of security and overeat. 
Avoid giving aspartame 
to children and pregnant 
women.

Some studies also 
have shown that NSSs 
adversely affect the 
balance of the normal 
beneficial gut bacte-
ria, leading to adverse 
metabolic effects and 
weight gain.

Options for health & 
fitness

Eat a balanced diet 
and exercise. Avoid 
more absorbable car-
bohydrates like white 
rice. Opt for high-fibre 
foods, whole cereals, 
legumes, fruits and 
green vegetables. Avoid 
use of refined flour, car-
bonated drinks, concen-
trated fruit juices, foods 
with trans fat, processed 
and fast food.

Exotic diet plans, like 
low or no carbohydrate 
diets, work in the short 
term but cause rebound 
weight gain.

Even for diabetics, 
restrict the use of NSSs. 
The craving for sweets 
can be satisfied by 
having fruits.

Are jaggery and honey 
better?

There’s a marginal 
difference in the calo-
rie value and glycemic 
index (GI) of jaggery, 
shakkar (powdered jag-
gery), desi khand (brown 
sugar) and honey.

Brown sugar is derived 
by adding molasses to 
white sugar. Jaggery, 
though a good source 
of minerals, should be 
avoided by diabetics. 
Honey has a low GI 
as it has more fructose 
(natural fruit sugar) and 
15 per cent water. Still, 
use in moderation. Dia-
betics should eat dates, 
too, in moderation.

NEW DELHI, Jun 4 (Agencies): The 
government has banned 14 fixed dose 
combination drugs, including Nime-
sulide and Paracetamol dispersible 
tablets and Chlopheniramine Male-
ate and Codeine syrup, citing there is 
“no therapeutic justification” for these 
medicines and that they may involve 
“risk” to people.

The Union Health Ministry issued a 
notification in this regard.The banned 
drugs included those used for treating 
common infections, cough and fever—
combinations such as Nimesulide + 
Paracetamol dispersible tablets, Chlo-
pheniramine Maleate + Codeine Syrup, 
Pholcodine +Promethazine, Amoxicillin 
+ Bromhexine and Bromhexine + Dex-
tromethorphan + Ammonium Chloride + 
Menthol, Paracetamol + Bromhexine+ 
Phenylephrine + Chlorpheniramine + 
Guaiphenesin and Salbutamol + Brom-
hexine. The move comes following rec-
ommendations by an expert committee.

The expert committee said that there 
is “no therapeutic justification for this 
FDC (fixed dose combination) and the 
FDC may involve risk to human beings. 
Hence, in the larger public interest, it is 

necessary to prohibit the manufacture, 
sale or distribution of this FDC under 
section 26 A of the Drugs and Cosmet-
ics Act, 1940. In view of the above, any 
kind of regulation or restriction to allow 
for any use in patients is not justifiable.”

“And whereas, on the basis of the rec-
ommendations of the Expert Commit-
tee and the Drugs Technical Advisory 
Board, the Central Government is satis-
fied that it is necessary and expedient 
in public interest to regulate by way of 
prohibition the manufacture for sale, 
sale and distribution for human use of 
the said drug in the country,” the noti-
fication stated. FDC drugs are those 
which contain a combination of two or 
more active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents (APIs) in a fixed ratio. In 2016, the 
government had announced the ban 
on the manufacture, sale and distribu-
tion of 344 drug combinations after an 
expert panel, set up at the behest of the 
Supreme Court had stated they were 
being sold to patients without scientific 
data and the order was challenged by 
the manufacturers in court.

The currently banned 14 FDCs are 
part of those 344 drug combinations.

Yes or no to non-sugar sweeteners

Government bans 14 fixed dose 
combination drugs, cites they 
may involve risk to people
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LONDON, Jun 4 
(Agencies): Australian 
cricket team star David 
Warner stunned every-
one by announcing that 
the Test series against 
Pakistan in January 
2024 can be his final 
outing in red-ball cricket. 
Speaking to reporters 
ahead of the World Test 
Championship (WTC) 
Final against India start-
ing June 7, Warner said 
that he wants to play his 
final Test match at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground 
(SCG) against Pakistan 
next year. Australia will 
play West Indies right 
after the Pakistan series 

but Warner made it clear 
that he will not be a part 
of that series and he 
wants to focus more on 
white-ball cricket.

“You’ve got to score 
runs,” Warner told 
reporters, according to 
cricket.com.au.

“I’ve always said 
the [2024] World Cup 
would probably be my 
final game. I probably 
owe it to myself and my 
family — if I can score 
runs here and continue 
to play back in Australia 
— I can definitely say 
I won’t be playing that 
West Indies series. If 
I can get through this 

[WTC final and Ashes] 
and make the Pakistan 
series I will definitely 
finish up then,” he said 
during the interaction.

When it comes to 
taking retirement from 
international cricket as a 
whole, Warner hinted at 
the 2024 World Cup to 
be his final outing. How-
ever, he will be playing 
franchise cricket around 
the world.

Earlier this year, 
Warner revealed that 
he and opening partner 
Usman Khawaja have 
decided to not retire at 
the same time.

“For us it’s about not 
leaving this team with a 
big hole. I know through 
those five-year transi-
tion periods when a lot 
of the greats left, they’re 
big holes to fill with the 
amount of games you 
play. We always talk 
about games played 
and how much that 
means into a team’s per-
formance and perspec-
tive with experience. 
You can’t fill that void,” 
he said.

“Probably Owe It To Myself”: 
David Warner Reveals Tentative 
Test Retirement Date

LONDON, Jun 4  (Agencies): 
Back in India colours after nearly 
18 months, senior batter Ajinkya 
Rahane doesn’t want to have 
any “regrets” for the time lost and 
would like to bat in the upcoming 
World Test Championship final 
against Australia with the same 
“intent” like he did in the just-
concluded IPL. “Coming back 
after 18-19 months, whatever 
has happened, good or bad, 
I don’t want to think about my 
past. I just want to start afresh 
and keep doing whatever I have 
been doing,” Rahane told BCCI.
TV on the sidelines of India’s 
training session.

“Personally enjoyed playing 
for CSK as I have been batting 
well throughout the season, 
even before IPL. I had a very 
good domestic season and I felt 
good. So this comeback was a 
bit emotional for me.” Rahane, 
who was a part of CSK’s fifth IPL 
title-winning side, has already 
received a lot of praise for his 
attacking batting and improved 
strike-rate in T20 cricket, and 
especially the 27-ball 61 against 
Mumbai Indians showed a shift 
in his intent.

“I want to bat with the same 
mindset and show same intent 

that I showed before coming 
here in IPL and Ranji Trophy. 
I would not like to think about 
format whether it is T20 or Tests. 
The way I am batting now, I 
don’t want to complicate things 
and the more I keep it simple, 
better it is for me,” the veteran 
of 82 Tests and 4,931 runs said.

The man, who led India to the 
most talked-about series tri-
umph in Australia, back in 2021, 
also praised Rohit Sharma for 
leading the team admirably for 
the better part of this WTC cycle.

“I thought culture in team now 
is really good. Rohit is handling 

the team really well and I am 
sure Rahul bhai is also handling 
the team really well. That helps 
as well and atmosphere is really 
good. Whatever I am seeing 
right now is that everyone is 
enjoying each other’s company,” 
he said.

Rahane thanked his family and 
friends for the support he got 
during his time away from the 
national team.

“It was (an) emotional moment 
for me. When I got dropped, the 
support I got from my family was 
massive and dream was to play 
for India and that was massive. 

Playing for India matters a lot for 
me and I worked hard on my fit-
ness and went back to domestic 
cricket.” “Thanks to BCCI and 
selectors and when I went back 
to domestic cricket, the goal was 
to play for India -- be it Ranji 
Trophy and Syed Mushtaq Ali 
Trophy or practice session, for 
me, every day that I was waking 
up, it was all about thinking that 
I can play for India again.

“What made my comeback 
possible was enjoying each and 
every moment, be it success or 
failure, and having no regrets. 
Learning from every individual in 
Mumbai Ranji team. You have to 
grow as a cricketer every single 
day, learning process shouldnt 
stop,” he said.

Playing in England is chal-
lenging, feels Rahane, who had 
scored a match-winning hun-
dred in a Test match at Lord’s 
back in 2014.

“It’s all about mindset and 
reading the situation well, stay-
ing in (the) moment and playing 
it session by session. In Eng-
land, you just don’t look at the 
pitch but also keep an eye on 
the weather. In England, you 
never feel that you are in even 
if you are batting on 70,” he said.

“Whatever Has Happened, Good Or Bad...”: Ajinkya 
Rahane Opens Up On Team India Return

LONDON, Jun 4 (Agencies): 
Debutant fast bowler Josh 
Tongue marked his call-up into 
the Ashes squad with a five-
wicket haul as England beat Ire-
land by 10 wickets inside three 
days at Lord’s but only after 
a record partnership of 163 
between tailenders Mark Adair 
and Andy McBrine. England 
were well-placed for an innings 
win when Ireland started the day 
needing 255 more runs to make 
Ben Stokes’s men bat again. 
But Ireland, handicapped by 
the absence of injured opener 
James McCollum kept England 
at bay while Harry Tector (51) 
and Lorcan Tucker helped add 
118 runs in the morning session 
for the loss of just three wickets.

Five-star Josh Tongue Strikes 
As England Down Ireland In 
One-Off TestVictory meant Eng-
land had now won 11 of their 13 
Tests under Ben Stokes -- who 
didn’t bat or bowl in this match 
-- and coach Brendon McCul-
lum.Agence France-PresseUp-
dated: June 03, 2023 11:33 PM 
ISTRead Time:3 min

Five-star Josh Tongue Strikes 
As England Down Ireland In 
One-Off Test

England beat Ireland by 10 
wickets in the one-off Test© AFP

Debutant fast bowler Josh 
Tongue marked his call-up into 
the Ashes squad with a five-
wicket haul as England beat 
Ireland by 10 wickets inside 
three days at Lord’s but only 
after a record partnership of 163 
between tailenders Mark Adair 
and Andy McBrine. England 
were well-placed for an innings 
win when Ireland started the day 
needing 255 more runs to make 
Ben Stokes’s men bat again. 
But Ireland, handicapped by 

the absence of injured opener 
James McCollum kept England 
at bay while Harry Tector (51) 
and Lorcan Tucker helped add 
118 runs in the morning session 
for the loss of just three wickets.

Ireland yet to win any of their 
seven Tests then ran riot during 
a record Ireland stand between 
the seventh-wicket duo of 
McBrine (86 not out) and Adair 
(88).

Fast bowler Adair, whose pre-
vious highest Test score was 32 
against Bangladesh in Mirpur in 
April, went to fifty with a four off 
Stuart Broad.

Left-hander McBrine’s fifty 
included 10 boundaries, with 
Broad and Leach taking the 
brunt of the assault.

But number nine Adair was 
eventually bounced out by Mat-
thew Potts for a 76-ball 88 that 
included 12 fours and two sixes.

Ireland were effectively nine 
wickets down when Fionn Hand 
became Tongue’s fifth victim 
and his exit meant England 
were able to extend the after-
noon session by 30 minutes in 
a bid to force victory before tea.

England were denied an 
innings win, however, when 

tailender Graham Hume hit two 
fours off successive deliveries 
from part-time off-spinner Joe 
Root -- shots greeted by huge 
cheers from a sun-drenched 
crowd.

With McBrine 85 not out at tea, 
the question was whether Hume 
could help get his partner to a 
hundred and a coveted place on 
the Lord’s honours board.

But McBrine was left stranded 
when Hume was bowled by 
Broad, leading the attack in the 
absence of the rested James 
Anderson and Ollie Robinson.

Zak Crawley then made short 
work of a victory target of 11 
with three fours in four balls 
from Adair.

“I thought Ireland came out and 
showed grit and determination,” 
said England captain Stokes at 
the presentation ceremony.

“It (the pitch) got flatter as it 
went on. Trying to take the game 
on in our own way allowed us to 
potentially bowl them out with-
out batting again.”

Ireland skipper Andrew Bal-
birnie praised a side with mini-
mal first-class experience for the 
resilience they showed Satur-
day.

“The character is not in doubt, 
we’ve got a tough group,” he 
said. “Test cricket is very raw to 
us, yesterday was a tough day 
but to come back and make 
England bat again was a small 
win.”

He added: “We’re learning on 
the job and we’ve got to learn 
quickly. Hopefully next time we’ll 
show the benefit.”

Victory meant England had 
now won 11 of their 13 Tests 
under Stokes -- who didn’t bat or 
bowl in this match -- and coach 
Brendon McCullum.

Stokes, battling a longstanding 
knee injury, neither batted nor 
bowled against Ireland.

England want to protect the all-
rounder’s fitness ahead of the 
Ashes opener at Edgbaston on 
June 16, while still benefitting 
from his leadership skills.

But there was a worrying 
moment when he appeared to 
jar his leg when catching Curtis 
Campher on Saturday.

“I just landed on it quite awk-
wardly,” Stokes told the BBC.

He added: “I wouldn’t have 
bowled in this match anyway, 
unless everyone else went 
down.

“I’m happy with it, so I’ll just 
keep building it up now before 
Edgbaston. I am definitely on 
course to bowl in the first Test.”

England’s win was built on an 
imposing first-innings total of 
524-4 declared featuring player 
of the match Ollie Pope’s 205 
and Ben Duckett’s 182.

“Batting at three is a big role in 
the team but I feel good about 
my game and nothing needs to 
change because it’s an Ashes 
series,” said player-of-the-
match Pope.

Five-star Josh Tongue Strikes As England 
Down Ireland In One-Off Test

LONDON, Jun 4 (Agencies): Man-
chester City’s mission to win a treble 
of major trophies stayed on track after 
beating Manchester United 2-1 in the 
FA Cup final, with the first of Ilkay 
Gundogan’s two goals coming after a 
record 13 seconds.

With City having already retained 
the Premier League, now only a first-
ever Champions League title stands 
between Pep Guardiola’s team and 
immortality in English soccer.

Gundogan, City’s captain, scored 
the quickest goal in an FA Cup final — 
timed by British broadcaster BBC at 
12.91 seconds — only for United mid-
fielder Bruno Fernandes to convert a 
33rd-minute penalty against the run of 
play after Jack Grealish was adjudged 
to have handled the ball.

If Gundogan’s opener was probably 
his best goal for City, his 51st-minute 
winning goal might be one of his scrap-
piest as he met a cross from Kevin De 
Bruyne from a free kick with a left-foot 
volley that bobbled between two United 
defenders and past goalkeeper David 
De Gea.

United was looking to protect its proud 
status as the only team to win the 
league-FA Cup-European Cup treble, 
in 1999, but needs a favor from Inter 
Milan in the Champions League final in 
Istanbul on June 10.

It was the 142nd FA Cup final and the 
first between the two Manchester clubs, 
with Prince William and United great 
David Beckham among those in atten-
dance at England’s national stadium.

City’s class of 2023 became the 13th 
team in English soccer history to clinch 
a league-and-cup double while the 
Abu Dhabi-controlled team won a 16th 
trophy since 2011, when City ended 
its 35-year title drought by winning the 
FA Cup.

It was the 13th trophy in Guardiola’s 

seven years at the club and the 34th of 
his managerial career.

The latest haul of trophies comes in 
the same season that the club was 
charged by the Premier League with 
more than 100 breaches of financial 
rules. City denies the charges.

After the final whistle, City’s players 
ran from the halfway line and jumped 
for joy in front of their fans waving blue 
and white flags.

Right at the heart of the celebra-
tions was Gundogan, who might leave 
City after the Champions League final 
because he is out of contract. He would 
depart as a club great.

In City’s final game of last season, 
he scored two late goals to complete 
a turnaround from 2-0 down against 
Aston Villa and clinch the Premier 
League with a 3-2 win.

The Germany midfielder has been 
arguably City’s star performer in the 
final stretch of this season, too, and 
gave City that stunning start after taking 
the kickoff himself.

He passed the ball back to goalkeeper 
Stefan Ortega, who booted it forward 
for Erling Haaland to flick on. United 
defender Victor Lindelof could only 
partially clear to Gundogan, who vol-
leyed in right-footed from the edge of 
the area.

United was looking to clinch a double 
of domestic trophies in Erik ten Hag’s 
first year in charge, having won the 
League Cup in February, but more 
importantly ensure its class of 1999’s 
legacy was preserved.

Ten Hag’s team was dominated, 
though, until the last 10 minutes when 
substitute Alejandro Garnacho caused 
havoc down United’s left wing. He insti-
gated a chance in stoppage time that 
saw Raphael Varane bundle the ball 
onto the top of the crossbar before City 
cleared.

Man City beats Man United 
2-1 in FA Cup final to complete 
second leg of treble bid

PARIS, Jun 4 (Agen-
cies): World No. 1 Iga 
Swiatek continued her 
progress in her title 
defence at the French 
Open as she stormed 
into the women’s singles 
fourth round. Swiatek 
double bageled (6-0, 
6-0) here opponent 
Xinyu Wang, World No. 
80 from China who was 
featuring in her maiden 
Grand Slam third-round 
match.

Iga Swiatek needed 
just 52 minutes at the 
Court Philippe-Chatrier 

to get the sensational 
victory as the tourna-
ment organisers sched-
uled a doubles match 
at the iconic court to 
make use of the time 
before the night session 
biggie between Alexan-
der Zverev and Frances 
Tiafoe.

Iga Swiatek, the top 
seed, has been in sen-
sational form, having 
not dropped a set so far 
in the clay-court Grand 
Slam. After brushing 
aside injury concerns 
in the lead-up to the 

French Open, Swiatek 
has secured as many 
as 4 bagels in her run to 
the second week of the 
tournament.

Iga Swiatek has her 
first 6-0 6-0 scoreline at 
a Grand Slam event. It’s 
the fourth in the women’s 
singles at Roland-Gar-
ros in the past decade 
and the first since Caro-
line Wozniacki defeated 
Francoise Abanda in 
2017, according to Opta 
Ace.

Iga Swiatek will face 
the winner of anoth-

er 3rd-round match 
between Canada’s 
Bianca Andreescu 
and Lesia Tsurenko. 
The Polish star seems 
unstoppable at the 
moment, making light 

work of her opponents 
one after the other.

MIRRA’S FAIRYTALE 
ENDS!

Meanwhile, World No. 
6 Coco Gauff prevailed in 
a 3-set battle in the third 

round against 16-year-
old Russian Wunderkind 
Mirra Andreeva in the 
third round.

Coco Gauff lost the 
opening set in a tie-
breaker, but she raced 
through the next two 
sets to clinch a 6-7 
(5), 6-1, 6-1 in 2 hours 
and 3 minutes. Coco 
Gauff, who reached the 
final last year, is slowly 
but surely hitting peak 
form at Roland Garros. 
Gauff along with Aryna 
Sabalenka are the major 
threats for the all-con-

quering Iga Swiatek in 
women’s singles at the 
French Open this year.

The 16-year-old Andre-
eva, who burst onto the 
scene with two victories 
over top-20 players at 
the Madrid Open, looked 
in top form in the first 
round as she showed 
the hunger to win and 
put relentless pressure 
on Coco Gauff.

Gauff went up 5-4 and 
30-0 but got broken 
again before a poor 
shot at the net in the tie-
break gifted Andreeva 

the chance to take the 
advantage in the match.

The Russian wasted 
her first two set points 
and received a warning 
after hitting the ball into 
the packed Suzanne 
Lenglen stands.

She picked herself up, 
however, to bag the set 
with a swinging volley.

And reeva  t hen 
smashed her racket onto 
the ground in frustration 
as Gauff took the upper 
hand in the second set, 
winning five games in a 
row to level the match.

French Open: Unstoppable Iga Swiatek cruises to Round 4, Coco 
Gauff ends 16-year-old Mira Andreeva’s fairytale

While Iga Swiatek lived up to the top billing with a 6-0, 6-0 decimation of Xinyu Wang in the 3rd round, Coco Gauff survived a scare against 
16-year-old Russian wunderkind Mirra Andreeva in the third round
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TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, JUN 4: An 
impressive function was 
organised by All JK UT 
Sikh Coordination Com-
mittee under the chair-
manship of Ajit Singh 
Chairman and under the 
patronage of Shriman 
Mahant Manjit Singh 
ji, Chief of Shiromani 
Dera Nangali Sahib, at 
the main Gurudwara 
Sahib, Digiana Ashram, 
Jammu in which the 
successful candidates 
of UPSC- 2022 were 
honoured in the pres-
ence of hundreds of 
Sikh Sangat and the 
senior officers of J&K UT 
administration including 
S. Jagdeep Singh, Retd. 
Major General, G. Par-
sanna Ramaswami IAS, 

Secretary Transport, 
Sh. Ramesh Kumar 
IAS, Div. Com. Jammu, 
S. Satinder Singh DIG 
Retd., S. Harvinder 
Singh IAS, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
JAMMU, S. Rajinder 
Singh Tara KAS, S. 
Charanjeet Singh Retd. 
SDM & S. Harjeet Singh 
Tehsildar. 

The UPSC qualifiers 
who were felicitated in 
the function included 
S. Namneet Singh, Sh. 
Anjeet Singh, Major 
Abhinandan Singh and 
Sh. Dawarka Gaadhi, 
who were honoured 
by presenting a Siropa 
and a Trophy by S. Ajit 
Singh ji Chairman All JK 
UT Sikh Coordination 
Committee and Shriman 

Mahant Manjit Singh, 
Chief of Shiromani Dera 
Nangali Sahib ji. 

While sharing their 
views with all those 
present in the function, 
S. Namneet Singh, 
Anjeet Singh, Major 
Abhinandan Singh & 
Dwarka Gaadhi, called 
on the youth of the soci-
ety to work hard with 
consistency to achieve 
their fixed goals by 
dreaming high and put 
their maximum to con-
vert their dreams into 
the reality by focusing 
on their studies. They 
also appealed to the 
parents of the youth to 
make their best invest-
ments in providing the 
best Education and 
allied facilities to their 

wards to ensure the 
success in their life. 
While addressing the 
gathering, Ramesh 
Kumar IAS, Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu, 
warned the general 
masses, particularly 
the youth of the Society 
about the menace of the 
drugs and advised them 
to work unitedly for the 
complete eradication 
of the menace of the 
Drugs from the society. 

While congratulat-
ing the new successful 
UPSC candidates, Ajit 
Singh welcomed all of 
them in the civil services 
and asked all of them 
to work for the better-
ment and upliftment of 
the society, particularly 
the youth, as they are 

the best role models for 
the coming young gen-
erations of our country 
and a fresh hope of the 
future for the general 
masses of the Society. 
He wished all the suc-
cess to the of them in 
their future life. 

In his message, 
Mahant Manjit Singh 
congratulated all the 
successful UPSC quali-
fiers from the UT of 
J&K and wished them 
a better & successful 
future. He also advised 
all the present in the 
function , particularly 
the youth to concen-
trate their studies, 
develop the good moral 
values, desist from the 
drugs and take a lesson 
from these successful 
youth who are their role 
models and the Torch 
bearers for the society. 

The main organis-
ers of the function 
included Surat Singh 
Toofani Advisor of the 
Committee, Yashpal 
Singh President DGPC 
Udhampur, Fateh Singh 
President Singh Sabha 
Gurudwara Sainik 
Colony Jammu, Narind-
er Singh Khalsa and 
other senior committee 
members.

Sikh Coordination Committee felicitates UPSC qualifiers

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, JUN 4: Shiv 
Sena (Uddhav Balasa-
heb Thackeray) of J&K 
raised serious concern 
over open loot of wine 
traders in Jammu city by 
charging over the MRP.

Addressing media 
persons at party centre 
office here today, 
Manish Sahni, Presi-
dent J&K Shiv Sena said 
that Its surprised that 
the wine traders selling 
liquor by charging over 
Rs  20 to 50  on MRP 
which is more than the 
fixed face price and the 
administration is turn-

ing a blind eye over the 
grave issue.

Sahni said that most 
of the liquor shops in 

Jammu are charging 
more than the retail 
price. The shopkeeper 
misbehaves with the 

customer on demanding 
the bill and most of the 
liquor vendors are refus-
ing the online payment, 

he added.
Sahni said that the 

Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
claims to provide corrup-
tion-free administration, 
but loot is being played 
under his nose.

Sahni said in a warn-
ing tone that if strict legal 
action will  not taken 
against  those who col-
lect more than the fixed 
price, then Shiv Sainiks 
will stop this loot and 
plunder in their own 
way and if any law and 
order situation worsens 
during this period, the 
J&K administration will 
be responsible for it.

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, JUN 4: Sad-
guru of Sahib Bandgi, 
Madhu Paramhans 
Ji Maharaj today, on 
the occasion of Kabir 
Sahib's 625th incarna-
tion day, enthralling 
the Sangat who came 
from every corner of 
the country with the 
nectar rain of his dis-
courses, said that Saint 
Shiromani Kabir Sahib 
in his time had brought 
great yogis, reached 
explained in seminars. 
Many like Mahayoges-
hwar Gorakhnath came 
in arrogance and wanted 
to show their powers to 
Sahib, but in the end, 
when they did not work 
in front of Sahib, they 
took refuge in Sahib after 
apologizing to Sahib.

The biggest scholar 
of Kashi, Sarvadanand 
also became his dis-
ciple. Kashi is the reli-
gious city of Hindus. His 
king Veersingh Baghel 
became his disciple. This 
is a big deal. Nawab of 
Awadh Bijlikhan Pathan 
became his disciple. 
U.P. Its population is 
slightly less than that of 
28 European countries. 
His king Bijlikhan Pathan 
was also his disciple.

Sahib came and hit the 

evils hard. That is why 
he is called a revolution-
ary saint. Got 52 tighten-
ings. There were great 
scholars of religion in 
Kashi. First Sahib came 
to Kashi and beat the 
sting of true devotion.

King Sikandar Lodhi 
had heartburn. He used 
to do big medicines. But 
no one could cure the 
burning disease. Sahib's 
opponents only sent him 
to Kabir Sahib. Said, he 
can fix it.

Opponents thought 
that Kabir would do 
strange things and 
the king would cut off 
his head. But there 
the dice turned upside 
down. His burning dis-
ease got cured just by 
the darshan of Sahib. 
He became calm. Very 
happy He was the king 
of India. He became his 
follower.

When the king became 

his follower, then the 
opponents went to 
Pir Shekhatki of King 
Sikandar Lodhi, incit-
ing him that he is an 
infidel. Put it in place 
Both Pandit and Maulvi 
provoked. When Shek-
hatki asked the king to 
kill him, the king said 
that you only say that 
the fakir should not be 
killed. When Shekhatki 
did not agree, Kabir 
Sahib told the king to 
do whatever your peer 
says. Don't worry, noth-
ing will happen to me. 
Then the king said that 
now he is my teacher. 
Do whatever you want, 
I won't do anything. 
Then Shekhatki tested 
Sahib 52 times, tried to 
kill him in different ways. 
Sometimes thrown into 
the Ganga ji, sometimes 
thrown into a hot pan of 
oil, sometimes thrown 
into a deep well, some-

times attacked with a 
sword, sometimes tried 
to be crushed by ele-
phants, sometimes tried 
to blow with a cannon, 
sometimes attacked by 
warriors, sometimes 
starved Thrown in front 
of the lions. But all his 
efforts went in vain 
and in the end he too 
became a disciple of 
Kabir Sahib.

Kabir Sahib was not 
a saint. He created the 
saints. Those whom 
he took to that immor-
tal world, they became 
saints. Even if an avatar 
comes, it comes from 
the mother's womb. But 
Sahib was not the body. 
He did not come from 
the mother's womb. He 
himself appeared from 
Amar Lok by the will 
of Sahib. It is a hidden 
secret. No one like him 
has come or will ever 
come in this world.

Madhu Paramhans delivers religious sermons 
on Kabir Sahib's 625th incarnation day

Shiv Sena warns on over charging on MRP

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, JUN 4: Hindi 
play ‘Girgit’ directed by 
Neeraj Kant featured 
here today in Natrang’s 
weekly Theatre series 
‘Sunday Theatre’ at Rani 
Park, Jammu. Based on 
a Russian short Story 
by Anton Chekhov the 
play proved to be the 
hard hitting satire on 
the present socio-polit-
ical system. The adap-
tation of the play was 
deeply rooted in the soil 
of Jammu and its dra-
matic structure made 
the audience feel as if 
they are watching their 
own story. Every time 
the play is staged, some 
highly contemporary 
and situational aspect is 
added to it which refines 
its beauty. Natrang has 
been endeavoring to 
showcase highly rele-
vant political and social 
satires and todays play 
demonstrated to be the 
shining example of that.

The play Girgit 
revolves around a Dog 
and corrupt Police 
Officer, who changes 
colours like a chame-
leon, every time as 
the situation changes 
irrespective of right or 
wrong. The stage action 

starts when a Dog 
bites a pickpocket who 
approaches the officers 
to help him to roundup 
owner but in vain. A 
passerby hints that the 
dog belongs to the local 
Minister as he saw a 
similar dog moving 
around his Bungalow. 
On getting his clue, the 
officer starts beating the 
pickpocket for teasing a 
respectable dog. The 
officer claims that a dog 
of minister cannot bite 
unless and until forced 
to do so. While he is 
beating the pickpocket, 
another man from the 
crowd observes that 
the local minister cannot 

keep such dog, as he is 
known to have pointer-
hunting dogs only. On 
this, dog is thrashed 
and search continues 
for the owner of the dog 
to enable the pickpocket 
to claim the compensa-
tion. The beating of dog 
continues until a servant 
of the minister appears 
on the scene. At first he 
refuses to recognize the 
dog but later identifies 
him as the minister’s 
brother’s dog who has 
visited from Delhi. Here 
the dog is escorted back 
home with full official 
protocol.

Mihir Gujral as Police 
Officer portrayed aes-

thetically the changes 
of colours of the cen-
tral character who was 
equally supported by 
Aadesh Dhar as his 
subordinate. Neeraj 
Kant as the senior offi-
cer successfully exhib-
ited the complexities 
of the senior bureau-
crats. Among others 
who gave impressive 
performances included 
Vishal Sharma as thief,  
Kuldeep Angral as Min-
ister’s Servant, Kushal 
Bhat as Dog, Abhimanyu 
Choudhary, Sheryaar 
Salaria and Sumit Ban-
daral. The presentations 
were done by Subash 
Jamwal. 

Natrang’s Hindi play ‘Girgit’ staged 
in ‘Sunday Theatre’

TOP NEWS REPORT

KATHUA, Jun 4: NCC Cadets of 4 J 
& K BN of Government Degree Col-
lege Kathua Organised Poster Making 
and Essay Writing Competition on 
03/05/2023 on the theme  Plastic Free 
India, Bad Effects of Plastic and Plastic 
Ban for Future. 

The Activities were conducted under 
the Aegis of Puneet Sagar Abhiyan and 
World Environment Day. A Total Number 
of 20 Cadets were participated in the 
event. Cadet Lucky Jasrotia stood first, 
Cadet Kartik Majotra stood Second and 
Third place bagged by Cadet Akshya. 

The Principal of the College Prof 
Seema Mir was the Chief Guest on the 
Occasion. She felicitated the winners of 
the Competition. 

In her address she said that NCC 
Cadets of GDC Kathua always shows 
their active participation in all the 
activities. She added that the litter-
ing of plastics in open spaces creates 
unhygienic conditions, as it acts as a 
breeding ground for insects and mos-

quitoes that cause diseases like malaria 
and dengue. Plastics do not undergo 
degradation, thus, stay in the soil for 
many years, which affects soil fertility 
and degrades the soil quality. She also 
added that When plastic artefacts enter 
the drainage and sewerage system, they 
block the pipes and the drains causing 
waterlogging. She said that there are 
primarily three ways of managing plas-
tics: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Plastic. 

She advocated that it is the respon-
sibility of all the members of the Soci-
ety to Keep their surroundings Plastic 
Free. She also advised the NCC Cadets 
that they should spread the message 
of Plastic Free India in every nook and 
corner of the society. She applauded the 
efforts of ANO of the unit Dr Verinder 
Singh for his tireless efforts in conduct-
ing the massive drive for making plastic 
free India. 

Others who present on  the occasion 
were senior Faculty Member Prof Raj 
Kiran, Dr Rachana ANO Girls Wing and 
Dr Amrik Singh ANO Naval Wing.

NCC GDC Kathua organizes Poster 
Making & Essay Writing Competition


