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PM Modi lauds Indian 
diaspora on Pravasi 

Bharatiya Diwas

Hina Khan’s family tests positive 
for Covid-19; the actress shares a 

note about ‘harsh reality’

Barty wins in Adelaide, 
Anisimova in Melbourne 

in WTA events

COVID CASES:  
J&K / India / 
World

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
on Sunday reported 
687 new COVID-19 
cases- 250 in Kashmir 
and 437 in Jammu-even 
as three new deaths 
have been reported in 
Jammu division in the 
last 24 hours.

The case tally has 
risen to 3,44,652 while 
the death toll jumped 
to 4,540-2,334 in 
Kashmir and 2,206 in 
Jammu, officials said.

A total of 3,36,581 
patients have recov-
ered from the disease 
so far including the 135 
in the last 24 hours.

Presently, there are 
3531 active cases in 
J&K- 2032 in Kashmir 
and 1499 in Jammu.

India reported 
1,59,632 new COVID-
19 cases in the last 24 
hours, taking the daily 
positivity rate in the 
country to 10.21 per 
cent, said the Ministry 
of Health and Family 
Welfare on Sunday.

With this, the COVID-
19 tally in the country 
has risen to 35,528,004.

According to the 
Health Ministry, a 
total of 3,623 cases of 
the Omicron variant 
of coronavirus were 
reported in India so far. 
The number of persons 
recovered from the 
variant is 1,409.

Maharashtra accounts 
for the highest number 
of Omicron cases 
(1009), followed by 
Delhi (513) and Karna-
taka (441).

The Ministry fur-
ther informed that 
the active caseload in 
the country currently 
stands at 5,90,611. It 
accounts for 1.66 per 
cent of the country’s 
total cases.

The weekly positivity 
rate is at 6.77 per cent, 
while the daily positiv-
ity rate is at 10.21 per 
cent.

306,122,920 corona-
virus cases have been 
reported and over 
5,502,890 people have 
died of Covid-19 and 
recovered 259,013,899 
worldwide. Discover 
the toll in countries and 
the evolution around 
the world as of Sunday.

Encounter 
breaks out 
between 
security 
forces and 
terrorists in 
Kulgam

KULGAM, Jan 
9 (Agencies):  An 
encounter has broken 
out between security 
forces and terrorists in 
the Hasanpora area of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kulgam on Sunday.

“Encounter has 
nTurn to page 9

JAMMU / SRI-
NAGAR, Jan 9 (Agen-
cies): After three days 
of incessant rain and 
snow, weather in J&K 
improved on Sunday as 
the Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) 

forecast fair weather 
during the next 48 
hours.

“ W e a t h e r  h a s 
improved in J&K and 
Ladakh from Sunday 
morning. Dry weather 
is expected during the 

next 48 hours.
 “Fall in night tempera-

ture and rise in day tem-
perature is likely during 
the next 48 hours in the 
two UTs”, said an offi-
cial of the IMD.

Srinagar had 0.3, 
Pahalgam minus 1.8 and 
Gulmarg minus 10.0 as 
the minimum tempera-
ture.

Dras town of Ladakh 
had minus 7.3, Leh 
minus 6.1 and Kargil 
minus 7.0 as the night’s 
lowest temperature.

Jammu city had 6.8, 
Katra 5.2, Batote minus 
1.8, Banihal minus 4.4 
and Bhaderwah minus 
1.0 as the minimum tem-
perature.

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 
(Agencies): Ahead of 
the Budget Session of 
the Parliament, more 
than 400 Parliament staff 
members were tested 
positive for COVID-
19, according to official 
sources.

The officials said that 
402 staff members were 
tested positive out of the 
1,409 staff of Parliament 
for the virus from Janu-
ary 4 to 8 after which 
their samples were sent 
for genome sequencing 
to confirm the variant.

 “Close to 402 staffs 
were tested positive for 
COVID-19 from January 
4-8 and all samples have 
been sent to genome 
sequencing for Omicron 
variant confirmation,” 
an official said.

According to an inter-

nal message from the 
staff of Parliament, 
the staff are advised to 
follow the precautions 
as per the guidelines of 
the government.

“There is a consolidat-
ed list of 200 Lok Sabha 
and 69 from Rajya Sabha 
and 133 allied staff who 
have tested positive, 
but we all need to take 
proper precautions,” an 
internal message read.

The above list does not 
include who were tested 
for COVID outside the 
Parliament premises.

Several employees of 
both the Houses of the 
Parliament were put 
in isolation after they 
came into contact with 
their infected colleagues 
during work. Various 
officials of the Lok 

SRINAGAR, Jan 9 
(Agencies): With the 
improvement in weath-
er, flight operations 
resumed at Srinagar 
international airport on 
Sunday.

“After a full day of 
snowfall (on Saturday) 
and no operations, first 
flight lands at our air-
port today,” AAI said in 
a tweet on Sunday.

Earlier, airport author-
ities cleared thin layer of 
ice on runway to prevent 
aircraft from skidding.

Since January 4th, 
there were 134 flight 
cancellations to and fro 
Airport.

While 43 flights were 
cancelled on Saturday, 
6 each could not operate 
on Thursday and Friday. 
42 flights were cancelled 
on Tuesday while many 
as 37 could not operate 
on Wednesday.

“The passengers of all 
those flights are being 
accommodated now. 

The new bookings will 
open after clearing the 
backlog,” the AAI said.

Meanwhile, Jammu-
Srinagar highway, the 
only surface link con-
necting Kashmir Valley 
with the rest of the 
world, remained closed 
for traffic on Sunday as 
heavy rains and snow-
fall led to blockades at 
number of places along 
the 270-km stretch, offi-
cials said. The authori-
ties have already 
announced suspension 
of the vehicular move-
ment on the thorough-
fare and said that efforts 
are underway to clear it.

People have been 
advised not to under-
take any journey on the 
highway till the restora-
tion work was complete 
and surface was traffic 
worthy. The traffic plied 
on Friday before fresh 
weather system led to 
its closure again.

SRINAGAR, Jan 9 
(Agencies): General 
officer Command-
ing (GoC) of army’s 
Srinagar—based 15 
Corps Lieutenant 
General D P Pandey 
visited Gurduwara 
Chattipadhshai in 
Rainawari area of 
old Srinagar on the 
occasion of Guru 
Gobind Singhji Jay-
anti.

“I have visited 
every religious place 
in Kashmir, but 
wanted to visit this 
Gurduwara too,” 
said GoC Panday.

He said his mes-
sage to youth of 
Kashmir especially 
Srinagar need to 
change the narrative 
that existed for years 
and they should 
follow narrative of 
peace and develop-

ment so that every 
face smiles.

At Gurduwara, 
GoC said he prayed 
for peace and devel-
opment of Kashmir. 
He said that the 
army was not doing 
any favour to people 
by conducting 
rescue operations in 
snow—bound areas. 
“It is in our blood to 
serve people,” he 
said.

LEH, Jan 9 (Agencies): 
Phunchok Stanzin has 
been appointed as the 
President of Ladakh unit 
of Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) unit on Sunday.

 “BJP National Presi-
dent Hon’ble Shri Jagat 
Prakash Nadda has 
appointed Shri Phun-
chok Stanzin, as State 
President of Ladakh BJP. 
This appointment comes 
into immediate effect,” 
said a letter issued by 
Arun Singh, National 
General Secretary, BJP. 

Weather improves after 3 days in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh

Ahead of budget session, 
over 400 parliament staff test 
positive for Covid-19

Flight operation resumes at 
Srinagar airport, no fresh bookings 
till backlog cleared: AAI

Phunchok 
Stanzin 
appointed 
President 
of BJP’s 
Ladakh 
unit

GoC 15 Corps D P Pandey visits 
Gurduwara Chattipadhshai Rainawari, 
Sgr; prays for peace

Army men carry 
pregnant woman 
to hospital amid 
heavy snowfall in 
Shopian

SRINAGAR, Jan 9 (Agencies): The 
Indian Army on Sunday conducted 
an emergency evacuation of a preg-
nant woman from Ramnagri village 
and shifted her to district hospital 
shopian despite heavy snowfall and 
treacherous road conditions

According to an official twitter 
handle of Indian Army, “Chinar 
Corps got  a distress call from 
Ramnagri in #Shopian for urgent 
medical assistance for a pregnant 
lady. In heavy snowfall, evacuation 
team carried the lady on a stretcher 
& brought her to District Hospital 
#Shopian.Family blessed with a 
baby boy.”

BSF’s weekly 
‘beating retreat 
ceremony’ along 
IB in Jammu 
suspended due to 
Covid

JAMMU, Jan 9 (Agencies): The 
BSF’s ”beating retreat ceremony” 
held every weekend at Suchetgarh 
Border Outpost on the International 
Border (IB) here has been suspended 
till further orders owing to a surge 
in coronavirus cases, officials said 
on Sunday.

The ceremony, including a struc-
tured parade by BSF personnel, was 
launched in October last year as part 
of the border tourism promotion 
programme and had attracted visi-
tors, including school children, in 
large numbers.

”In view of the surge in Covid pos-
itive cases and latest Covid related 
SOPs/guidelines, the beating retreat 
ceremony shall not be held from 
today (Sunday) onwards, till fur-
ther orders,” the Jammu divisional 
administration said.

It said the Covid situation would 
be again reviewed after two weeks 
by the administration and BSF 
authorities and a decision regard-
ing the resumption of the ceremony 
would 

Top News Report
NEW DELHI, Jan 9: Briefing 

about the guidelines issued 
by the Department of Person-
nel and Training (DoPT) in 
the wake of the third wave 
of the pandemic, Union Min-
ister of State (Independent 
Charge) Science & Technol-
ogy; Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) Earth Sci-
ences; MoS PMO, Personnel, 
Public Grievances, Pensions, 
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr 
Jitendra Singh today said that 
pregnant women employees 
and Divyang employees have 
been exempted from attending 

office. However, they will be 
required to remain available 
and work from home.

All officials and staff living 
in the Containment Zone shall 
also be exempted from coming 
to office till the time Contain-
ment Zone is denotified, he 

added.
The Minister further 

informed that the physical 
attendance of government ser-
vants below the level of Under 
Secretary has been restricted 
to 50% of the actual strength 
and the remaining 50% shall 
work from home. Roster will 
be prepared accordingly by all 
the departments concerned, he 
added.

However, the Minister said, 
the officials/staff who are 
not attending the office and 
are working from home shall 
remain available on telephone 
and other electronic means 

Pregnant women employees and divyang 
employees exempted from attending office due 
to rising Covid cases: Dr Jitendra

Woman killed, 
13 injured in 
bus accident 
in Kathua

JAMMU, Jan 9 (Agen-
cies) :  32-year-old 
woman was killed and 
13 others were injured 
when a bus turned 
turtle in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict on Sunday, offi-
cials said. The accident 
took place at Galak vil-
lage on the Dayalacheck 
road when the driver 
lost control over the 
vehicle at a sharp curve, 
they said. The bus was 
going towards Jammu. 
Rescuers were rushed 
to the accident site and 
14 injured persons were 
admitted to the Ram-
kote Community Health 
Centre. A woman, iden-
tified as Sushma Devi, 
succumbed to injuries 
during treatment, the 
officials said. Six injured 
persons – Meenakshi,
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NEW DELHI, Jan 9 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday chaired a 
meeting to review the 
COVID-19 situation in 
the country through a 
video conference.

Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, Union 
Health Minister Dr 
Mansukh Mandaviya, 
Home secretary Ajay 

Kumar Bhalla, Cabinet 
Secretary Rajiv Gauba 
and other officials were 
present at the meeting.

This meeting comes 
as the country report-
ed more than 1.5 lakh 
new COVID-19 cases 
on Sunday and the case 
tally of the Omicron 
variant of the virus 
reached 3,623 in the 
country.

India reported 1,59,632 
new COVID-19 cases in 
the last 24 hours, taking 
the daily positivity rate 
in the country to 10.21 
per cent, said the Minis-
try of Health and Family 
Welfare on Sunday.

Of 3,623 Omicron 
cases, Maharashtra tops 
the chart with 1,009 
cases, followed by Delhi 
(513) and Karnataka 
(441).

PM Modi chairs meeting to review 
COVID-19 situation in country
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JAMMU, Jan 9: Rajesh 
Gupta vice president 
Aam Aadmi Party Jam-
mu-Poonch Parliamen-
tary Constituency today 
while addressing to 
striking NHM paramed-
ics expressed serious 
resentment over callous 
attitude of both Union 
Govt and LG Adminis-
tration for forcing scores 
of NHM paramedics 
who were engaged 
under the Emergency 
COVID Response Pack-
age (ECRP) to protest 
amidst third Covid-19 
wave by not regular-
izing their services. He 
came down heavily on 
the function of govern-
ment turning deaf ears 
towards the long pend-
ing demands of striking 
employees. “For how 
long it (govt) will take 
youth of J&K for grant-
ed? For how long youth 

would come on roads 
and protest that too for 
their rightful share?” 
questioned Gupta. He 
categorically appealed 
to Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha either reg-
ularize all 1600 NHM 
paramedics or resign as 
Lieutenant Governor’s 
post.

“The LG had assured 
them extension in ser-
vices and priority in 
regular posts but all the 
assurances were verbal 
and no written order 
was passed in this con-
nection,” he said, adding 
they are 1600 in number 
but the J&K adminis-
tration has advertised 
only 92 posts. He said 
that all 1600 employees 
should be adjusted and 
their services continued 
under the present NHM 
policy.

This was stated by 
AAP leader Rajesh 
Gupta after meeting 

Covid-19 warriors/ 
NHM-ECRP employees 
at their protest venue 
along with Sewa Singh 
Bali AAP Trade Union 
leader, S. Amrik Singh 
Sasan, Veerji Kachroo 
besides others.

Speaking on the ocas-
sion, Gupta criticized 
the policy of using and 
throwing like dispos-
able stuff by Govt, 
saying that these para-
medics deserve regular-
ization of their services 
as govt had engaged 
them in 2019 to work as 
frontline workers in the 
Health sector and now 
Govt is playing with 
their careers which is 
highly uncalled for 
especially when Covid-
19 wave is approaching 
us with all guns blazing. 
He said at a time when 
new COVID variants 
were creating havoc 
across the country and 
the threat was looming 
large in J&K, their ser-
vices should be regular-
ized henceforth.

They were promised 
that their services will 
be regularized if they 
serve during the Covid 
period but in the month 
of September, they were 
handed over termina-
tion letters. Later, LG 
Manoj Sinha personally 
visited them at the pro-
test site and assured 3 
months of extension in 
services and priority in 
recruitment of regular 
posts, ” he added.

Regularize all NHM paramedics or 
resign as LG’s post: Rajesh Gupta

Top News Report
KATHUA, Jan 9: 

Former Cabinet Minis-
ter and BJP Spokesman 
Rajiv Jasrotia on Sunday 
welcomed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
decision to mark 
December 26 every year 
as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’, 
saying that the courage 
portrayed by Sahizades 
under oppression 
is unparalleled and 
people across the globe 
must know about their 
supreme sacrifice. Jas-
rotia maintained that 
the sacrifice made by 
Sahibzade Jorawar 
Singh and Sahibzade 
Fateh Singh (sons of 
Guru Gobind Singh) 
is supreme. On this 
day in 1705, they sac-
rificed their life in Pun-
jab’s Sirhind to protect 
dharma,” he said. Their 
martyrdom day now 
will be  celebrated as 
‘Veer Baal Diwas’ will 
act as a “source of inspi-
ration” for other chil-
dren. In this world, it is 
impossible to ignore the 
responsibilities of these 
three people father, 
mother, and guru; the 
one who has guided us 
on the right road. Jasro-
tia further observed that 
India has always been 
a nation that stands 

for peace and human-
ity. Owing to the influ-
ence of western culture, 
Indian families are 
struggling to give the 
right examples to their 
children. Children are 
going astray for choos-
ing wrong role models. 
To save the nation from 
the bankruptcy of ethi-
cal heroes and lack of 
pride-brimming exam-
ples; it is important to 
make everyone aware 
of the legend of Chaar 
Sahibzaade. The more 
their story spreads, the 
stronger will be the urge 
in our youth to return 
to their roots, added 
Jasrotia. There is no 
comparison of valor, 
sacrifices made by them 
not only in the history 
of India but also the 
history of world. Chote 
Sahibzaade fought like 
valiant soldiers and 
chose to be bricked 
alive but did not bend. 
Modi Ji is a progressive 
leader with a vision 
to bring to forefront 
the glorious legacy of 
India. Declaring Chil-
dren’s Day in the name 
of Chaar Sahibzaade 
will give the world a 
message that the nation 
recognizes this unique 
sacrifice and values its 
past, added Jasrotia.

Hails PM’s decision to mark Dec 26 
every year as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’

PM Modi a progressive leader with a 
vision to bring to forefront glorious 

legacy of India: Jasrotia

 Top News 
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JAMMU, Jan 9: The PM 
security Breach can’t be 
allowed to be taken over 
as Mere a Coincidence 
of Sheer Negligence and 
lapse of Not only the 
Whole sets of Administra-
tive machinery involved 
viz Security Agencies vis 
a vis state Government 
involved in any manner 
as if it could so easily 
happen then Any Mishap 
is possible in our country 
said vijay Sharma chair-
man Team Mask Force in 
a press release here this 
afternoon. The facts be 
brought to the fore within 
shortest possible time as 
the world forum awaits 
the outcome of inves-
tigation added Sharma 
chairman TMF. Is that the 
outcome of policies being 
pursued in the country 
like ours that one could 
stoop so low as to risk the 
life of its country’s own 
PM.A media reporting 
that A group of students 

and faculty members 
from Indian Institutes of 
Management (IIMs) in 
Bengaluru and Ahmed-
abad have written to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi urging him to steer 
the country away from 
“forces that seek to divide 
us” and said his silence 
“emboldens “ voices of 
hate. The letter with 180 
signatories, has flagged 
hate speech and attacks 
on minorities. 

     “Your silence on the 
rising intolerance in our 
country, honorable prime 
minister, is disheartening 
to all of us who value the 
multicultural fabric of 
our country. Your silence, 

honorable prime minis-
ter, emboldens the hate 
filled voices and threatens 
the unity and integrity of 
our country,” the report 
said.”It further added 
that these ask his leader-
ship to turn our minds & 
hearts ,as a nation, away 
from inciting hatred 
against our people. We 
believe that a society 
can focus on creativity, 
innovation, and growth 
,or society can create 
divisions within itself, 
“it added. These urged 
PM to steer the country 
away from “forces that 
seek to divide us”. The 
letter said the signatories 
wanted to build an India 
that stood as an exemplar 
of inconclusiveness and 
diversity in the world and 
expressed hope that Modi 
will lead the country in 
making the right choic-
es. It reminded that the 
constitution gave people 
the right to practice their 
religion with dignity, 
without fear and without 
shame.

 Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9:  J&K Offset 

Printers’ Association held its 
12th AGM, Bi-Annual Election 
Cum Felicitation Function at 
Hotel Asia Jammu. 

 Avnish Anand Gen Secy.,  
Satish Raina Fin. Secy. JKOPA 
read the minutes of 11th AGM 
& Auditor’s Report which was 
passed by other members.  

The newly elected office bear-
ers are Sh. Sudesh Kumar Gupta 
President,  Sharat Sharma Sr. 
Vice President,  Rahul Mahajan 
Vice President,  Avnish Anand 
Gen Secy. Rajneesh Kaushal 
Finance Secy.,  Satish Raina Secy 
& Kuku Ji Bhan Joint Secy. 

The election were conducted 
under the supervision of Satish 
Jandyal & Sanjay Soni, Return-
ing & Asstt. Returning Officers 
of Election Committee, JKOPA. 
Sanjay Soni also host the func-
tion, he is heart of our Associa-
tion. 

Sudesh Kumar Gupta Presi-
dent JKOPA while welcoming 
the hon’ble guests & members 
thanked them for showing 
trust in the team and elect-
ing them for another term. He 
highlighted the activities of the 
association and the problems 
being faced by the local print-
ing industry. He said that the 
printers were facing many hard-
ships as the Govt. had taken 
some harsh decisions which are 
detrimental to our local print-

ing industry like along work to 
non-printers and printers out-
side our UT. There are other 
problems like GST rates should 
be down from 18% to 12% , 
treat printing Industry as regu-
lar industry, price preference in 
tenders etc. He informed that 
the Association has been con-
tinuously taking up the issues 
with the concerned higher 
authorities & would continue 
to do so. He assured the printers 
that the association would con-
tinuously keep taking steps for 
betterment of printing industry. 
He said that any member who is 
facing any difficulty regarding 
DIC, Pollution Board, Labour 
Department etc. can approach 
the association & they will try 
their best to resolve the issue.

 The association also felicitated 
the newly elected office bearers 
of All India Federation of Master 

Printers (AIFMP) President  
P. Chander, Past President & 
President World Print and Com-
munication Forum Prof. Kamal 
Mohan Chopra, Vice President 
(North), ShTarunAneja, Gen. 
Secy.  C  Ravinder Reddy,  
Ashwani Gupta Former Vice 
President North&  Balbir Singh 
Jasrotia from Lucky Processors 
Jalander. 

 P. Chander while congratu-
lating the new team,  said our 
Industry has a great potential 
and bright future . This is col-
lective responsibility all of us 
to not ruin it by uncalled and 
reckless competition. When all 
other Businesses and Industries 
strive to make money and earn 
handsome profits what stops 
us to not make good profits in 
order to survive and invest in 
new technologies. I wish and 
urge all stakeholders to start 

thinking on these lines. To quote 
an example look towards Paper 
mills who are collectively com-
manding the market. Hope our 
Industry gets the better fruits. 

Prof. Kamal Mohan Chopra 
Past President  AIFMP stressed 
that all printer brothers should 
work untidily and have faith 
in each others. He urged upon 
the members to work towards 
establishing a cluster to sur-
vive in future. He also stress to 
work untidily and have a faith 
in each other , he quoted the 
Baba Nanak (Barosadan) faith 
on each other.He also give the 
example of Shiva-Kasi in South 
and Adhaar card print in a vil-
lage of South.He assured all his 
help for betterment of printing 
industry. Other office bearers 
also presented their views on 
the occasion. The President and 
office bearers of AIFMP were 
presented citations of honour by 
the JKOPA and Calendar was 
also released 

Present among others were  BS 
Chib, GirishKapoor, Sr. Gur-
meet Singh,  Rakesh Mehta,  
Vipin Mahajan, Ashish Chopra, 
Pankaj Sethi, Arun Gupta,  & 
other senior members of the 
association. 

Later Vote of thanks pre-
sented by AvnishAnand Gen. 
Secy., Ravi Gupta IPP & Rahul 
Mahajan thanked the members, 
Sponsors, Hotel Management& 
Media for their valuable sugges-
tions and help.

J&K Offset Printers’ Association holds 12th AGM meeting Top News 
Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: A 
4-day  Poetry Festival 
concluded here today 
with UT level Urdu 
Mushiara. Organized 
by Jammu and Kash-
mir Academy of Art, 
Culture and Languages 
, the event was held at 
K L Saigal Seminar Hall 
from 6th to 9th of Janu-
ary in which 100 poets 
drawn from different 
parts of J&K partici-
pated and they  recited 
their latest creations 
before  young poets of 
four languages.

Today’s event was 
presided over by 
renowned Urdu  poet  
Partipal Singh Betaab.
Renowned writers 
Khursheed Bismal , Dr. 
Shahnaz Qadri –HOD 
Urdu MAM College 
were in the presidium.

Pritipal Singh Betab in 
his presidential address 
stated that Jammu 
Kashmir has contrib-
uted  immensely  to the 
development of Urdu. 

J&K has produced many 
writers , poets, and 
scholars of international 
repute. He appreciated 
the academy for nurtur-
ing new talent  in Urdu 
and other languages of 
the UT.

Khursheed Bismal 
stated that more such 
events are required to 
be organized in all the 
districts . Dr. Shahnaz 
Qadri hoped that these 
events would give a 
boost to literature.

Dr. Javaid Rahi , Chief 
Editor JKAACL in his 
welcome address stated 
that the main objective 
of these event was to 
provide a platform to 
new generation to recite 
their poems before 
prominent poets of rel-
evant languages and a 
fruitful discussion were 
held in Dogri, Hindi 
, Punjabi and Urdu 
during poetry festival .

The event was held 
under the supervision 
of  Rahul Pandey IAS 
Secretary JKAACL and 
Sanjeev Rana , Add. Sec-
retary JKAACL.

The prominent poets 
who recited their 
poems on the various 
themes were Ahmed 
Shanas, Pritpal Singh 
Betab, Ahmed Shanas, 
Raj Kumar Chandan, . 
Gh Sarwar,Chouhan 
M o h a n  S i n g h 
Ulfat,Jammu, Mr Par-
waiz Malik, Rajouri 
, Khursheed Bismal,  
Geetika Kholi, Naseem 
Akhter . Dr. Shahn-
az Qaderi, .Fauzia 
Mughal,Shahbaz Chow-
dhary Mr. Amin Sobin-
ia, Mr. Ameen Banihali, 
Tariq Ali Raza, Adil 
Farhat,Arif Malik,Mr. 
Irfan Arif, Sahel Imran 
from Thanamandi 
Rajouri

The proceedings of the 
programme were con-
ducted by Rita Khadyal 
incharge Hindi Sheera-
za .

Dr. Shah Nawaz 
Editor cum Cultural 
Officer presented vote 
of thanks while Dr. 
Arfan Arif, conducted 
the programme.Dr. 
Sudhir Mahajan I / C 
Publicity JKAACL.

4-day  Poetry Festival concludes 
with UT level Urdu Mushaira

PM security Breach where it 
leads the country to: TMF

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9: 

Jugal Kishore Sharma 
Member of Parliament 
BJP Lok Sabha Jammu 
Poonch Parliamen-
tary Constituency held 
workers meet of Block 
Dansal in Nagrota Con-
stituency.

Member of Parlia-
ment while speaking at 
the occasion said that 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
now world’s largest 

political party under the 
stewardship of Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Sh. Nar-
endra Modi Ji. Today 
a number of welfare 
schemes have been 
launched by Hon’ble 
Prime Minister for 
upliftment of poor class 
of the society. He while 
boosting the moral of 
party workers said that 
now it is our duty to 
outreach the welfare 
schemes and to reach 

every doorstep so that 
people will get benefit 
through these schemes.

Member of Parlia-
ment also discussed 
the development works 
among the workers and 
charked out upcoming 
party programmes. He 
said that it is only the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
who organize workers 
meet time to time to 
make Leaders & Work-
ers bonding strong.

Mandal President 
Shamsher Singh along 
with workers Rattan 
Lal,Ajeet Kumar,Satish 
Sharma,Yog Raj,Vijay 
Kumar,Yash Pal,Dewan 
C h a n d , M u n s h i 
J i ,  Subash,Rajeev 
Raina,Darshan,Mahila 
Santosh Kumari,Sushma 
and others also present 
at the occasion.

Jugal Kishore holds workers meet 
of Block Dansal

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9: Lok Janshak-

ti Party (LJP) (Ram Vilas) on 

Sunday extended full support to 
Yuva Rajput Sabha’s call for agi-
tation which will be launched 
from January 10 for declaring 

holiday on Maharaja Hari Singh 
Jayanti, Dogra Youth activist 
shall actively participate in the 
agitation.”

Addressing a press confer-
ence Rafiq Mailk, president LJP 
J&K Unit said that LJP extended 
support to demands of Rajput 
Sabha and also demanded a 
government holiday on the 
birth anniversary of Maharaja 
Hari Singh, who merged Jammu 
and Kashmir with India.

Malik said that people of 
Jammu demands this Holiday 
from very long but it is a matter 
of regret that for many years 
have been passed this demand 
not fulfilled yet.

Malik further said that Maha-
raja introduced the infant mar-
riage Act and Untouchability 

Act to safeguard the people of 
this princely state.

It was only because of Maha-
raja Hari Singh, the High Court 
was established and his judicial 
advisers were appointed as the 
judges.

The accession of J&K with 
India was also possible because 
of Maharaja Hari Singh. He 
said that now Article 370 and 
35A have been abolished from 
Jammu and Kashmir, therefore, 
the Lieutenant Governor should 
declare a government holiday 
on the birthday of the Maharaja.

Malik also appealed to the 
LJP cadre to come in large 
numbers at the protest site and 
stand shoulder to shoulder with 
Rajput Sabha.

LJP extend support to Yuva Rajput Sabha



                       
                                    4 OP-ED Top News of J&K

Jammu, Sunday, January 09, 2022

By: SHAFQAT SHEIKH

The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment is running Public 
Health Centres (PHCs) and 

Sub Centres in some parts of the 
Kishtwar district in violation of staff 
requirement norms and has been 
operating these from rented accommo-
dations with damaged and old infra-
structure for since long. Despite tall 
claims of Health Ministry and legisla-
tors to provide better medicare facili-
ties at the doorsteps of every nook and 
corner of the State through numer-
ous State and Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes, due to the lack of doctors 
and even para-medical staff in the 
rural Health care centres of Kishtwar 
district, people have no other option 
but to travel 200 km to Jammu even 
for the treatment of common ailments.

PHC Nali in Bunjwah region of Kisht-
war district is the worse example 
of the pathetic attitude of the Govt 
towards medicare facilities in the Bun-
jwah region where other Health Sub 
Centres in far-flung areas including 
Kither, Buddhar, Suranga, Patnazi, 
Kewa, Pashalla, and Balgran are 
opened only once in a week or twice 
in a month.

Now a day patients are treated in the 
open sky which is enough to tell the 
apathetic attitude of the concerned 
authorities sitting at the helm of 
affairs that shows the real image of 
PHC Nali which faces a shortage of 
space, staff, lack of residential quar-
ters, paramedical staff and other nec-
essary types of equipment, etc.

Starting many years ago, PHC Nali 
in Bonjwah Tehsil of District Kisht-
war has not progressed till date. As a 
result, the PHC still operates within 
the same infrastructure as it had 
before being opened in some rooms. 
Despite knowing the poor condition 
of hospitals across the state, Former 
Ministers of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Health Department vowed develop-
ment in the Health Department, nar-
rating their working style in public 
meetings and before State/ Union 
leaders but the reality differs from 
his fictions. Acute space shortage has 
badly hit services at Primary Health 
Centre Nali Bunjwah where health 
employees and doctors are finding 
it difficult to cater to the increasing 
patient rush.

The PHC Nali with a capacity of 
few patients, admits patients from 
across Bonjwah Tehsil but is defi-
cient in space, besides nursing and 
other paramedical staff. The hospital 

beds are regularly occupied by two 
to three patients as I visited several 
times there. A source informed that 
in the Health sector Bunjwah there 
are own rules established by doctors 
as they are performing duties turn by 
turn from week to week among which 
few are performing their honesty and 
dedication. Besides the shortage of 
doctors in Sub Centres in Buddhar, 
Suranga, Kither, Kewa, Pashalla, and 
Balgran had hit the life of common 
masses badly as these centres are 
opened only once a week or twice a 
month.

Source added that PHC Nali only has 
five rooms in which there is One Medi-
cal Officer office, One labour room, 
Lab section, One dental section, and 
One emergency room”. Added that 
patients are facing difficulties with 
hospital beds and medicines as they 
get the quota of medicines on the new 
pattern of PHC.

A patient said, “This is the same PHC 
that I had seen when I was a child, 
today I brought my child to the PHC, 
Nali for treatment but it is unfortunate 
that for the last so many years neither 
this PHC has been upgraded nor the 
condition improved.

 “With the current strength of staff, 
and accommodation of PHC it is 
impossible to run the same during 
late-night hours,” said an official. It 
is pertinent to mention that “ Due to 
shortage of doctors and paramedical 
staff in the far-flung region of Bun-
jwah, PHCs, sub-centers, and dispen-
saries, people have to travel long dis-
tances to either visit district hospitals 
or hospitals in Jammu and Srinagar. 
While Jammu is about 250 Km from 
here, Srinagar is more than 300 Km.       

Healthcare in the remote Bunjwah 
area, having a population of about 
35,000 people, is worst affected. The 
area is not getting any government 
attention. “Some health centres still 
operate from rented accommodations 
with poor infrastructure,” eyewit-
nesses of the scene. In Bunjwah, only 
one PHC has been running at Nali for 
many years. The government had now 
opened Sub Centres, Dispensaries in 
the darling area of Bunjwah along 
with a new type of PHC at Patnazi. As 
these Sub Centres and dispensaries 
were still not up to the mark as they 
face a shortage of staffs results the 
whole population of Bunjwah became 
dependent on PHC Nali, which too was 
devoid of modern facilities, sources 
alleged, saying that due to shortage 
of staff, doctors were finding it dif-
ficult to cater to the increasing rush 
of patients.      

A senior doctor of PHC Nali said 
‘’We are having few rooms and we 
face it very tough in catering to the 
huge rush of patients. Patients are 
also facing difficulties as PHC lacks 
hospital beds. It also does not have 
a separate OPD block.” Noor Din, a 
patient, said, “This is the same PHC 
that I saw when I was a child, and 
today, I brought my child here for 
treatment.”

He said it was unfortunate that for 
the last so many years, neither PHC 
was upgraded to CHC nor the condi-
tions had improved. Sources informed 
that some years ago land was acquired 
for the construction of separate blocks 
but to date, nothing was visible on the 
ground. Bunjwah residents various 
times before representatives demand-
ed up-gradation of the PHC to CHC, 
the full strength of staff, separate 
blocks, X-Ray, ECG, Blood bank, and 
other health facilities.

There is much abysmal deficiency for 
most of the basic requirements of life 
in our rural areas. We need to make a 
very frank and fair analysis of which 
way our democracy is drifting. Cer-
tainly, everything is not right with it 
and unless we call a spade by its name 
we shall not be able to bring about 
reforms and improve a lot of ordinary 
bread earners.

Seventy-five years have gone by when 
India became free from colonial rule. 
But developmental activity needed to 
consider the entire mass of the popu-
lation. How could we see the dawn of 
prosperity unless we had begun our 
long march towards the destination of 
progress from the villages and hamlets 
where India lives. Of various services, 
education and health care are per-
haps the two most important areas 
and these had to be prioritised at any 
rate if we wanted India to enter a new 
era of her social and political life. Our 
policy planners are fully aware that 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir is 
mostly a hilly and Kandi state with a 
very weak economy. 

This area is not attractive so that 
teachers and medical professionals 
would be willing to be posted there. 
Hence they try to avoid being posted 
to far-flung areas of district Doda 
and Kishtwar particularly in Tehsil 
Bunjwah and other regions of the dis-
trict. The condition of hospitals, dis-
pensaries, medical care units in the 
Bunjwah area is dismal. The health 
care area in this mountainous region 
is so dismal that even the elected 
representatives of these areas have 
been expressing their helplessness in 
persuading authorities to provide the 

hospitals with minimum facilities and 
medical staff.

Patients have to be carried to 
Udhampur or Jammu for radiology 
and ultrasound or common ailments. 
Complaints are regularly made by the 
people, Social Activists, and NGOs 
but the concerned representative and 
Government have closed their ears 
and do not listen. In the case of nat-
ural calamities and minor ailments 
in these far-flung areas, the affected 
patients need quick first aid treatment 
if their lives have to be saved. How-
ever, what is the utility of having such 
Health Centres in Buddhar, Suranga, 
Kither, Balgran, Pashalla, and Kewa 
when there are no doctors to attend to 
the patients? This is the unspeakable 
condition of the rural health centres, 
hospitals, and the treatment that the 
Health Department authorities are 
meting out to them. 

Back to the tenure of former Chief 
Minister and Union Health Minister of 
India Ghulam Nabi Azad addressing a 
mass gathering at Binoon announced 
20 bedded hospitals at Nali and the 
same at Patnazi and improvement 
of other Health centres of Bunjwah 
region on top priority. More than a 
decade passed after his announce-
ment. Nothing came to be seen in real 
figures as it was only hallowed slogans 
and vote bank policy of Congress. 

It came to be seen that in Nali doc-
tors residential quarter building plinth 
foundation was laid two decades ago 
but till day no building work was 
taken out that results from the com-
plete failure of legislators and repre-
sentatives of Bunjwah.               

The rural people of the Bunjwah 
region in the State are destined to live 
poor and deprived lives. The Govern-
ment should take steps on war-footing 
to improve the plights of people living 
in far-flung areas of Tehsil Bunjwah. 
It is time that state was bifurcated 
into Union Territory and is headed 
by Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj 
Sinha wherein the general society 
seeks personally intervene in this 
matter so as Health care facilities in 
Bunjwah region of Kishtwar district 
can be improved otherwise we be back 
like early manage in this modern era 
of science and technology.

 {The author is a Freelance 
Journalist Columnist and 
Socio-Political Activist from 
Kishtwar Jammu and Kashmir 

and can be reached at freelancer-
shafqat@gmail.com 09419974577}.

By: Kulbir Kaur

Though “stone walls do 
not a prison make”, as 
a great poet once said, 

the walls of my “hermitage” are 
now threatening somewhat to 
close in. It wasn’t so at first.

Two Januarys earlier, Covid-19 
having just spread to our “enemy 
nation” towards the north, we 
were coasting along at our usual 
indifferent pace. Having sali-
vated over the mukbang videos 
watched on WhatsApp — these 
have since been banned there — 
did we not reach for the keypad 
immediately to share our unfil-
tered views once the pandem-
ic hit its citizens? True to our 
judgemental selves, did we not 
rub our hands together in a spot 
of unabashed schadenfreude 
and say, “You all had it coming, 
didn’t you, eating all kinds of 
keera-makoda, having bat soup 
and snake?”

With superior smiles pasted on 
their po-faces, the elderly aunts’ 
brigade discussed it during their 
morning laughter sessions. 
Gingerly trying out the Surya 
Namaskar in their saris, they 
thanked the pure and sacred 
des-ki-mitti for their supposedly 
robust constitutions as well as 
vegetarian karma. We were far 
away from the deadly “crona” 
and when one is not a victim it 
is that much easier to denounce 
the unfortunate.

But then, slowly and surely, 
news of people suffering from 
the effects of the Sars-CoV-2 
virus started pouring in from 
Europe and the US of A. There 

were no beds for patients in hos-
pitals; dead bodies lay on streets 
unclaimed. It shocked us and 
made us wonder at the failure 
of the superior infrastructure of 
these countries but failed to stir 
us from our complacence. Why 
bother? Weren’t we religious 
and protected by our gods, after 
all? The virus could not even 
touch us, or so we promised 
ourselves.

Throwing precaution to the 
winds, defying every voice of 
reason, we sang the song, “Jaa 
Carona Jaa”, banged thalis, 
danced as if in a frenzy, and lit 
lamps to ward off the evil. Being 
members of that wise race who 
reputedly discovered the udan 
khatole and the test tube baby, 
if only mythically, rather than 
historically, we had announced 
the lockdown only a few hours 
in advance.

Born hoarders all, the middle 
class switched off their TVs and 
raided the stores, making the 
rich shopkeepers richer. Stuff-
ing our kitchens with food and 
bathrooms with sanitisers, we 
imprisoned ourselves in our 
homes. From our balconies, we 
saw the poor walking on foot 
with their meagre belongings 
and little children, some with 
pets on their shoulders, some 
without shoes, but what could 
we do? Wasn’t their suffering 
only due to our good karma and 
their past live misdeeds?

Yet, for the fortunate few who 
were financially secure, the 
series of lockdowns that fol-
lowed were indeed like a price-
less long holiday. To some it was 
a golden opportunity to redis-

cover oneself. Long lost desires 
and talents emerged from the 
closet. Someone was on the path 
to becoming a painter, another 
was trying to be a chef, someone 
else was on their way to becom-
ing a dancer, poet, singer, and 
so on. We turned the “Corona” 
into “Karo-na”, or better still, the 
Nike slogan, “Just do it”.

As far as I am concerned, I 
made a to-do list in my mind as 
well as on the page of a diary, 
which looked very fascinating. 
There was perfect stillness in the 
house except for the occasional 
barking of my dogs. I did not 
have to worry about the door-
bell. No maid, no guest, none to 
distract my attention. I thought 
I was on my way to reinventing 
myself, physically and intellec-
tually. Wait until my friends saw 
the healthy and clever new me.

Yet every day after my chores, I 
would persuade myself to catch 
a few more winks on my couch, 
and then spend the rest of the 
day watching Netflix. Reading, 
writing and yoga could always 
come later, or so I convinced 
myself. I even watched movies 
in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam 
and Marathi, as well as Korean, 
Japanese, Italian and Chinese; 
forgive me for mentioning it 
again.

My friends were not as lucky. 
They had to live with people. 
Initially, it all seemed like a 
great, big get-together to them 
but the novelty soon wore off. 
Soon enough, I started getting 
sobbing calls from my married 
friends who pleaded to be res-
cued from their particular situ-
ations, which all boiled down 

to living 24 hours seven days a 
week with a husband of 24 years 
of happily married life. They 
argued that I should thank my 
good stars that I was living alone 
in the company of dogs and Net-
flix.

But their evil eye had struck me 
when one day I discovered that 
my charger was not working. It 
was as if someone had stolen the 
“love charger” of my life. Baba 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh’s 
famous tune buzzed constantly 
in my head.

How was I to take my online 
classes? Though “no network” 
was a plausible excuse and a 
great escape from those dreary 
monotonous lectures, how 
would I, on the other hand, 
watch Netflix and connect with 
my daughter on Google Hang-
outs? I felt like Robinson Crusoe 
stranded on an island sans his 
Man Friday. How would I report 
that I would no longer be alive 
on Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, et al., all lying, like the 
poetic captain, cold and dead?

Fortunately, my network and I 
have survived even the second 
wave! Yet now comes the third, 
and, hopefully, final one. Will 
“mild” Omicron pass me by, or 
would I rather be “taken” finally 
and get my antibodies before my 
“booster”? For, what if this is not 
the end and a new variant takes 
its place? What if more arrive in 
its wake? What if we exhaust the 
Greek alphabet naming this trail 
of virus variants? Shall scientists 
then turn to the Tamil alphabet, 
then Telugu, and so on? I leave 
the reader with this thought.

National security discourse has 
been the preserve of a small com-
munity consisting of politicians, 

bureaucratic elites and strategic experts 
in most great powers. Attempts to widen 
the security community has had mixed 
results in these countries. In the Indian 
context, the year 2018 has seen some fas-
cinating changes in the national security 
architecture and decision-making process. 
However, mobilisation of security expec-
tations through institutional reforms alone 
is not sufficient. Unless the community is 
widened with proliferation of security con-
sciousness, public policy processes may 
not benefit from best environmental inputs.

While India’s democratic political arrange-
ment ensures accountable institutional 
arrangements on national security, it has a 
low security consciousness, largely subdued 
under the rubric of pressing domestic issues.
Even during elections, security matters 

fail to emerge as mainstream agenda and 
rarely emerge from the subconscious level to 
enthuse the electorates. That does not mean 
people do not have a viewpoint on security. 
For example, people in North Bihar would 
always stand for an open border with Nepal 
due to cross-border socio-economic-cultural 
linkages. This opinion may be at variance 
with Delhi intellectuals. Similarly, people in 
Assam may have a strong view on immi-
gration. For people in Punjab and Haryana, 
armed forces are preferred job options due 
to higher level of security consciousness. 
However, a pan-India viewpoint on secu-
rity matters is missing and people shy away 
to real-life issues. Several factors account 
for this low level of security consciousness.

Security is an ambiguous concept, lead-
ing to interpretational problems and resul-
tant security challenges. If a survey is done 
about the most important national secu-
rity challenge for India, different answers 
would emerge. Most would say China and 
some would say Pakistan. Perhaps, these 
answers are right in their own way. However, 
very few would identify poverty and under-
development as the foremost challenge. 
This is because in security discourses, we 
have been reading entire narrative of secu-
rity from only militaristic perspective, like 
‘defence of borders’. We failed to concep-
tualise security in broader perspectives like 
developmental and environmental security. 

India has a small security community that 
is entrusted with leadership role in shaping 
security consciousness at large. Most think 
tanks and strategic experts are Delhi-based 
outplaying their counterparts in other parts of 
India in influencing public policy formulation. 
At a sub-systemic level, there is also a schism 
between experts who advocate an aggres-
sive defensive posture confusing ‘security’ 
for ‘defence’ and development economists 
who are wary of commenting on neglected 
aspects of security. As a result, very few 
policy papers have been published advocat-
ing a cost-effective comprehensive approach. 

Security studies funding is a problem. Limit-
ed funding by corporate and foreign sources 
have conditionalities attached. The UGC and 
Indian Council of Social Science Research 
(ICSSR) fund some research projects and 
conferences but the outcomes are largely 
quantitative and miss out on value addition. 
Fund problems also discourage scholars 
from a career in security studies in India and 
are often poached by foreign think tanks and 
universities. India’s top two strategic think-
ers are now based in Singapore. India’s top 
two development economists are based in 
the US. India’s best international negotia-
tions expert is based in Germany. Outside 
the diplomatic fraternity, we do not have a 
single scholar who commands proficiency in 
Mandarin as well as Chinese security policy. 
Fossilised syllabus. Security studies is yet 
to gain popularity despite over a dozen uni-
versities offering under-graduate and post-
graduate courses in defence and security 
studies. The course contents are archival, 
teaching methodologies fossilised and 
quality of teachers questionable. Research 
methodologies are not scientific and the 
PhDs produced carry no testable hypoth-
esis. Perhaps that’s why these courses 
have not been able to attract bright talents.

EDITORIAL

NATIONAL SECURITY

Covid 3.0: Help, the walls are closing in

Rural Health Sector still Primitive in Jammu and Kashmir
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NEW DELHI, Jan 9 (Agencies): The 
BJP on Sunday questioned Punjab chief 
minister Charanjit Singh Channi for 
discussing the issue of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s security breach 
in Ferozepur with Congress General 
Secretary Priyanka Vadra asking what 
constitutional post does Vadra hold to 

be briefed on such a matter.
“A sitting CM briefs Priyanka Vadra 

on PM’s security! Why? What consti-
tutional post does Priyanka hold and 
who’s she to be kept in the loop regard-
ing PM’s security?” BJP spokesperson 
Sambit Patra asked.

He said to the CM, “Channi Saab ..be 
truthful..you must have said to her (Be 
truthful Mr CM. You must have told 
her that the work she wanted to be done 
had been done).”

The Congress sources have denied 
that the CM spoke to party president 
Sonia Gandhi.

They said Channi only spoke to Pri-
yanka.

Channi told some television channels 
that he had constituted a probe into the 
PM security lapse after Sonia asked him 
to do so.

BJP questions Punjab CM discussing 
PM security breach with Priyanka

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday lauded the 
Indian diaspora on 
the ‘Pravasi Bharatiya 
Diwas’, saying the 
community has dis-
tinguished itself all 
over the world and has 
excelled in different 
spheres.

The Pravasi Bharatiya 
Diwas is observed on 
January 9 every year to 
mark the contribution 
of the overseas Indian 
community in India’s 
development. It was on 

January 9 in 1915 that 
Mahatma Gandhi had 
returned to India from 
South Africa to lead its 
freedom struggle.

Modi tweeted, “Greet-
ings to everyone, espe-
cially the Indian diaspo-
ra on Pravasi Bharatiya 
Diwas. Our diaspora 
has distinguished itself 
all over the world and 
has excelled in dif-
ferent spheres. At the 
same time, they have 
remained connected 
to their roots. We are 
proud of their accom-
plishments.”

PM Modi lauds Indian diaspora on Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas is observed on January 9 every year to mark the contribution 

of overseas Indian community in India’s development

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 
(Agencies): The Delhi 
Police have arrested a 
man believed to be the 
creator of “Sulli Deals” 
app from Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

This is the first arrest 
made in the “Sulli 
Deals” app case, police 
said.

Hundreds of Muslim 
women were listed for 
“auction” on the mobile 
application with photo-
graphs sourced without 
permission and doc-
tored.

Accused Aumkaresh-
war Thakur (26) did his 
BCA from IPS Academy 
in Indore and is a resi-
dent of Newyork City 
Township, they said.

Deputy Commission-
er of Police (IFSO) KPS 
Malhotra said during 
preliminary interro-
gation, the accused 
admitted that he was 
a member of a group 
on Twitter and the idea 
to defame and troll 
Muslim women was 
shared there.

“He had developed 
the code on GitHub. 
The access of GitHub 
was with all the mem-
bers of the group. He 
had shared the app on 
his Twitter account. The 
photos of the Muslim 
women were uploaded 

by the group members,” 
the officer said.

Investigation has 
revealed that the 
accused had joined the 
group on Twitter by the 
name of ‘Tradmahas-
abha’ in January 2020 
using the handle @gan-
gescion.

Du r i ng va r iou s 
group discussions, the 
members had talked 
about trolling Muslim 
women, the police said.

“He admitted that 
he had developed the 
code/app on GitHub. 
After the uproar regard-
ing the Sulli Deals app, 
he had deleted all his 
social media foot-
prints,” the DCP said.

The Delhi Police said 
that further analysis 
of technical gadgets is 
underway to find out 
the codes/images relat-
ed to the app.

Earlier in July, a case 
was registered by the 
Cyber Cell of the Delhi 
Police after it received 
a complaint about an 
unidentified group 
uploading photos of 
Muslim women on an 
app.

Delhi Police PRO 
Chinmoy Biswal had 
earlier said, “Acting on 
a complaint received 
on the National Cyber-
crime Reporting Portal 
regarding “Sulli Deals” 

mobile application, 
a case under section 
354-A of the Indian 
Penal Code has been 
registered and investi-
gation taken up.”        

The Indore police on 
Sunday said their Delhi 
counterparts have not 
shared any informa-
tion with them about 
the arrest.

However, Indore’s 
Police Commissioner 
H a r i n a r ay a n c h a r i 
Mishra told, “We have 
come to know only from 
the media about the 
arrest of Thakur from 
Indore by Delhi Police. 
The Delhi Police have 
not shared any official 
information with us in 
this regard so far.”            

Mishra also said that 
the Indore police will 
consider starting an 
investigation into the 
matter after the Delhi 
Police share with them 
details of the case.

In “Bulli Bai” case, the 
Delhi Police on Janu-
ary 1 had registered an 
FIR in connection with 
an online complaint 
submitted by a city-
based woman journal-
ist against unknown 
persons for allegedly 
uploading her doctored 
picture on a portal.

According to Delhi 
Police, Niraj Bishnoi 
(21) who was arrested 
from Assam was the 
alleged mastermind 
and creator of the “Bulli 
Bai” application. He had 
disclosed during inter-
rogation that he was in 
touch with the person 
behind the Twitter 
handle @sullideals, the 
alleged creator of the 
“Sulli Deals” app that 
was hosted on GitHub 
in July last year.

Delhi Police arrest creator of 
‘Sulli Deals’ app from Madhya 

Pradesh’s Indore
NEW DELHI, Jan 9 

(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday announced 
the government deci-
sion to mark December 
26 as Veer Bal Diwas in 
the memory of Guru 
Gobind Singh’s sons.

Paying rich tributes 
to the tenth Sikh Guru 
on the occasion of Par-
kash Purab on Sunday, 
the Prime Minister said: 
“Today, on the auspi-
cious occasion of the 
Parkash Purab of Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, 

I am honoured to share 
that starting this year, 
26th December shall be 
marked as ‘Veer Baal 
Diwas.’ This is a fitting 
tribute to the courage 
of the Sahibzades and 
their quest for justice.”

The Prime Minister 
also greeted people on 
the Parkash Purab of 
Guru Gobind Singh and 
said, “His life and mes-
sage give strength to 
millions of people. I will 
always cherish the fact 
that our government 
got the opportunity to 

mark his 350th Parkash 
Utsav.”

The Prime Minister 
also shared on Twitter 
some glimpses from 
his visit to Patna at that 
time.

Earlier, the Prime Min-
ister had announced the 
decision to repeal farm 
laws on November 19, 
the birth anniversary 
of Guru Nanak Dev.

Punjab is due for 
Assembly elections and 
will vote on February 14 
to elect a new govern-
ment.

‘Veer Baal Diwas’ to be observed on December 
26 as tribute to Guru Gobind Singh’s sons

A fitting tribute to the courage of ‘sahibzades’ and their quest for justice, says PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 
(Agencies): In a first 
such comprehensive 
exercise since Indepen-
dence, the government 
has surveyed 17.78 lakh 
acres of defence land 
using the latest tech-
nologies such as three-
dimensional model-
ling, drone and satellite 
imageries. The defence 
ministry said the mam-
moth exercise of sur-
veying about 1.61 lakh 
acres of defence land 
inside cantonments and 
16.17 lakh acres outside 
cantonments was start-
ed in October 2018 and 
is now completed. “It is 
a remarkable achieve-
ment since, for the first 
time after Indepen-
dence, entire defence 
land has been surveyed 
by using latest survey 
technology,” it said.

The ministry said the 
magnitude of landhold-
ing, the location of land 
in approximately 4,900 
pockets, inaccessible 
terrain in many places 

and involvement of var-
ious stakeholders made 
it one of the “largest” 
land surveys in India.

It said modern survey 
technologies such as 
Electronic Total Sta-
tion, Differential Global 
Positioning System as 
well as drone and sat-
ellite imageries were 
used to ensure “reli-
able, robust and time-
bound” outcomes. “For 
the first time, drone 
imagery-based survey 
technology was used for 
survey of lakhs of acres 
of defence land in Raj-
asthan. The entire area 
was surveyed with the 
help of Surveyor Gen-
eral of India in a matter 
of weeks, which earlier 
used to take years,” the 
ministry said in a state-
ment.

It said satellite imag-
ery-based survey was 
carried out for the first 
time for many defence 
land pockets.

“3D Modelling tech-
niques for better visu-

alisation of defence 
land in the hilly areas 
have also been intro-
duced by utilising Digi-
tal Elevation Model in 
association with Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC),” it said.

The Directorate Gen-
eral Defence Estates that 
operates under the Min-
istry of Defence was the 
nodal agency for the 
survey.

The ministry said out 
of 17.78 lakh acres, 8.90 
lakh acres was surveyed 
during the last three 
months. “As a part of 
the survey, a project for 
real-time change detec-
tion system based on 
the ‘Time series Satel-
lite imagery’ for detec-

tion of encroachments 
on defence land has 
also been initiated,” the 
ministry said.

It said a Centre of 
Excellence (CoE) on 
land survey and GIS 
mapping has also been 
established in National 
Institute of Defence 
Estates Management 
for capacity building 
of Defence Estates offi-
cials in the field of latest 
survey technologies.

The CoE aims to be 
an apex survey institu-
tion capable of impart-
ing training of various 
levels to the officers of 
central and state gov-
ernment departments.

“This mammoth exer-
cise of survey of nearly 

18 lakh acres of defence 
land spread pan India, 
which hitherto rested 
on the fulcrum of her-
culean human efforts, 
is a unique example of 
leveraging emerging 
technologies for land 
survey in a short time 
in line with the central 
government’s emphasis 
on ‘Digital India’,” the 
ministry said.

It said as per the 
records maintained by 
Defence Estates Offices, 
the ministry owns land 
measuring about 17.99 
lakh acres, out of which 
approximately 1.61 lakh 
acres is situated within 
the 62 notified canton-
ments.About 16.38 lakh 
acres is spread across 
many pockets outside 
the cantonments. “Out 
of 16.38 lakh acres land, 
about 18,000 acres is 
either state hired land or 
is proposed for deletion 
from records on account 
of transfer to other gov-
ernment departments,” 
the ministry said.

Centre surveys 17.78 lakh acres of defence land using 
advanced technologies

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 
(Agencies): The NEET-
PG counselling will 
commence from Janu-
ary 12, Union Health 
Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya said on 
Sunday.

The Supreme Court on 
January 7, in an interim 
order, allowed resump-
tion of medical coun-
selling for NEET-PG 
admissions for the year 
2021-22.

It also upheld the 
validity of 27 per cent 
OBC and 10 per cent 
EWS quotas.

“As assured by the 
Ministry of Health to 
the resident doctors, fol-
lowing the order of the 
Honourable Supreme 
Court, the NEET-PG 
counselling is being 
started by the Medical 
Counselling Committee 

from January 12, 2022.
“This will give more 

strength to the coun-
try in the fight against 
Corona. My best wishes 
to all the candidates,” 
Mandaviya said in a 
tweet in Hindi.

The NEET-PG exam 
was held on Septem-
ber 11, 2021, after being 
rescheduled twice in 
January and April.

Its results were 

declared in the last 
week of September fol-
lowing which students 
for nearly 45,000 post-
graduate seats had been 
waiting for the coun-
selling to begin. Resi-
dent doctors of various 
medical colleges across 
the entire country last 
month held protests 
and boycotted work 
demanding expedition 
of the counselling.

NEET-PG counselling to 
begin on January 12, says 

Health Minister MandaviyaNEW DELHI, Jan 
9 (Agencies): The 
Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Monday 
a plea on the recent 
“breach” in Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
security in Punjab.

On January, the Prime 
Minister’s convoy was 
stranded on a flyover 
due to a blockade by 
protesters in Ferozepur 
after which he returned 
from poll-bound Punjab 
without attending the 
planned events, includ-
ing a rally.

A three-judge Bench 
comprising Chief Jus-
tice N V Ramana and 
Justices Surya Kant and 
Hima Kohli is likely to 
take up the plea filed by 
an organisation, Law-
yers Voice.

The apex court on 
Friday had directed the 
Registrar-General of 
the Punjab and Hary-

ana High Court to 
“secure and preserve” 
the records pertaining 
to arrangements made 
for the Prime Minister’s 
visit to Punjab when 
there was a “massive 
security breach”.

It had also said the 

inquiry committees set 
up separately by the 
state and central gov-
ernments will hold their 
horses and not proceed 
with their respective 
inquiries till January 
10 when the matter will 
be taken up again by the 

court. The bench, how-
ever, did not dictate it 
as part of the order, and 
had asked the counsels 
to convey its feelings to 
the authorities.

The Registrar-General 
of the High Court will 
be assisted by the Direc-

tor General of Police, 
the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh, and an 
officer of the National 
Investigation Agency 
not below the rank of 
Inspector General in 
securing the requisite 
records from the state 
government, its police 
and central agencies, 
the bench had said.

The plea has sought a 
thorough investigation 
into the “breach” in 
Prime Minister Modi’s 
security in Punjab to 
ensure there is no such 
event in the future.

It has also sought pres-
ervation of evidence on 
security arrangements, 
court-monitored probe 
and action against 
erring officials of the 
Punjab government 
responsible for the 
alleged lapse.

Supreme Court to hear PM’s security 
breach matter on Monday
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Sidney Poitier documentary is in production
A documentary about 

the career and life of the 
late Sidney Poitier, the 
first Black man to win 
an Oscar, the Bahama-
nian thespian and dip-
lomat, is in production 
at Apple.

A source close to the 
project has confirmed 
to variety.com. Oprah 
Winfrey is attached 
as executive producer 
for the Apple Original 
film’s release.

Apple and Winfrey 
have been in production 
on the documentary for 
more than a year. Poiti-
er’s family is participat-
ing in the project.

The documentary 
comes from Harpo Pro-
ductions and Network 
Entertainment. Reggie 
Hudlin will serve as 
director. Hudlin’s pre-
vious directorial cred-
its include 90’s films 
like ‘House Party’ and 
‘Boomerang’, as well as 
episodes of TV series 

like ‘The Last O.G.’ and 
‘Black Monday’.

He is also a prolific 
producer across film and 
television, serving as a 
regular executive pro-
ducer for the NAACP 
Image Awards since 
2013. Hudlin directed 
the 2019 documentary 
‘The Black Godfather’, 

which examines the life 
of music producer Clar-
ence Avant.

Hudlin is also already 
executive producing 
two other projects for 
Apple TV Plus.

He will direct ‘Number 
One on the Call Sheet’, a 
documentary that exam-
ines the history of Black 

leading men in Holly-
wood. He is attached 
to a sister documentary 
about Black leading 
women, which Shola 
Lynch is set to direct.

Poitier, an accom-
plished performer, pro-
ducer and director and 
the first Black winner 
of the Academy Award 

for best actor, died on 
Friday at the age of 94.

“To us Sidney Poitier 
was not only a brilliant 
actor, activist and a 
man of incredible grace 
and moral fortitude, 
he was also a devoted 
and loving husband, a 
supportive and adoring 
father and a man who 
always put family first,” 
Poitier’s family said in a 
statement.

“Although he is no 
longer here with us in 
this realm, his beauti-
ful soul will continue 
to guide and inspire us. 
He will live on in us, 
his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, in 
every belly laugh, every 
curious inquiry, every 
act of compassion and 
kindness.”

“His legacy will live on 
in the world, continuing 
to inspire not only with 
his incredible body of 
work, but even more so 
with his humanity.”

Sidney Poitier was 
an inspiration to many 
and with his maverick 
performances the actor-
director not only earned 
a huge fan following in 
Hollywood but also in 
Bollywood.

Mourning the demise 

of Sidney Poitier, Anil 
Kapoor took to his 
social media handle 
and shared a picture of 
them together. Anupam 
Kher also revisited the 
fond memories of meet-
ing the legendary actor 
in 2013 and shared a 

picture with the late 
star with caption, “I 
had the honour of meet-
ing the legendary actor 
#SidneyPoitier in early 
2013. He was gener-
ous with his time for 
me. He was especially 
happy to know that I 
had an acting school. A 
fantastic actor & one of 
the kind persons I have 
met! Om Shanti!” From 
Hollywood also many 
celebrities took to their 
social media platforms 
to pen heartfelt tributes 
for the late star.

Oprah Winfrey took to 
Twitter to share a note 
and a picture with the 
actor. “For me, the great-
est of the “Great Trees” 
has fallen: Sidney Poiti-
er. My honour to have 
loved him as a mentor. 
Friend. Brother. Confi-
dant. Wisdom teacher... 
I treasured him,” Win-
frey penned.

RIP Sidney Poitier, celebs 
pay tribute

Actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez has requested 
media to not circulate 
pictures which intrude 
her privacy after a 
new image of her with 
alleged conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar went 
viral.

Fernandez has previ-
ously appeared before 
t he  En forcement 
Directorate in con-
nection with a money 
laundering investiga-
tion involving Chan-
drashekhar and others.

On late Saturday 
evening, an intimate 

picture of the 36-year-
old actor with Chan-
drashekhar surfaced on 
the Internet.

Fernandez, whose 
mother reportedly suf-
fered a heart stroke 
earlier this week in 
Bahrain, shared a state-
ment on Instagram, 
writing that she is 
going through a tough 
time and would appre-
ciate people drawing a 
boundary.

“This country and 
its people have always 
given me tremendous 
love and respect. This 

includes my friends 
from the media, from 
whom I have learned a 
lot. I’m currently going 
through a rough patch 
but I’m sure that my 
friends and fans will 
see me through it.

“It is with this trust 
that I would request 
my media friends to 
not circulate images of 
a nature that intrude 
my privacy and per-
sonal space. You would 
not do this to your own 
loved ones, am sure you 
would not do this to me 
either. Hoping that jus-
tice and good sense pre-
vails. Thank you,” the 
Sri Lankan actor said in 
the statement.

Last year, Fernandez 
was grilled by the ED 
multiple times as the 
agency suspects she 
is a “beneficiary” of 
the proceeds of crime 
allegedly generated by 
Chandrashekhar after 
conning and extorting 
money from some high-
profile people.

Jacqueline Fernandez requests 
media to respect privacy after picture 

with alleged conman surfaces
Pakistani actress Saba 

Qamar who is known 
for appearing in Bol-
lywood film ‘Hindi 
Medium’ alongside 
the late Irrfan Khan, 
will soon be seen in 
an upcoming Zindagi 
original show ‘Mrs & 
Mr Shameem’.

As the show releases 
on ZEE5, the actress is 
quite excited and look-
ing forward to con-
necting with the Indian 
audience through the 
show.

Zindagi originals 
announced three new 
shows that will be 
released this year on 
ZEE5. Out of the three 
shows, one untitled 
show features Fawad 
Khan, another favou-
rite of the Indian audi-
ences, post his fame for 
‘Kapoor & Sons’ and ‘Ae 
Dil Hai Mushkil’.

Saba is part of a show 
titled ‘Mrs & Mr Sha-
meem’.

The third show is 
titled ‘Farar’, directed 

by Mehreen Jabbar 
and it features Sarwat 
Gilani, Mariam Saleem 
Nawaz, Maha Hassan 
and Tooba Siddiqui.

Keeping the theme of 
the new show in mind, 
Shailja Kejriwal, chief 
creative officer, special 
projects, Zee Entertain-
ment Enterprises Ltd, 
said, “We are begin-
ning the new year with 
a lineup of significant 
stories that are reflective 
of South Asian culture 
and society. While we 
continue to work with 
some of the best talent 
and crew across our 
upcoming shows this 
year, we are confident 
of striking a chord with 
the viewers through 
stories that are relatable 
and resonate across the 
globe.”

‘Mrs & Mr Shameem’ 
is directed by Kashif 
Nisar, written by Saji 
Gul and it also fea-
tures Noman Ijaz. Saba 
Qamar who is playing 
the female protagonist 

in the show said, “’Mrs 
and Mr Shameem’ is 
a contemporary story 
that questions the ste-
reotypical gender roles 
defined by society. The 
subject of this show 
is very different from 
what we normally see 
on our screens and I am 
so excited to be a part of 
this trailblazing Zinda-
gi series.”

Mehreen Jabbar, the 
director of the ‘Farar’, 
said, “’Farar’ is a slice-
of-life story featuring 
three imperfectly per-
fect women. It tells the 
story of modern young 
women and the obsta-
cles they go through 
in their everyday lives 
trying to make a place 
for themselves in this 
challenging world. 
Zindagi is known to 
showcase stories that 
chal lenge societal 
norms and I am looking 
forward to collaborat-
ing with them to tell an 
important and unique 
story such as this.”

Pakistani actress Saba Qamar excited as her 
new show releases on Indian OTT

Today as we admire 
a galaxy of black 
actors such as Denzel 
Washington, Eddie 
Murphy, Will Smith, 
Laurence Fishburne, 
Forest Whitaker, Chad-
wick Boseman, Eddie 
Murphy, Jamiee Fox, 
Michael B Jordan, 
Idris Elba, we need to 
pause, mourn and tip 
a hat to the one who 
paved the way for an 
inclusive Hollywood. 
Sidney Poitier, the first 
black actor who won 
an Academy Award 
for Best Actor, came at 
a time when the doors 
of Hollywood did not 
open automatically for 
talent, especially if you 
were not a white. Even 
Poitier, though number 
five in popularity 
charts behind Richard 
Burton, Paul Newman, 
Lee Marvin and John 
Wayne, was not cast 
as a romantic hero. 
However, in Stanley 
Kramer’s social drama 
Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner, one of the first 
films on inter-racial 
marriage, he did play 
a man in a relationship 
with a white woman.

Many a laurel came to 
him. Before he won the 
best actor award in 1964 
for his performance as 
Homer Smith in the 
low-budget Lilies of the 
Field, he won an Oscar 

nomination for The 
Defiant Ones (1958). In 
his career spanning five 
decades he received two 
Academy Award nomi-
nations, ten Golden 
Globes nominations, 
two Primetime Emmy 
Awards nominations, 
six BAFTA nomina-
tions, eight Laurel 
nominations, and one 
Screen Actors Guild 
Awards (SAG) nomina-
tion. In popular imagi-
nation world over he 
would perhaps be best 
remembered for To Sir, 
with Love a sentimental 
film where he played a 
concerned teacher but 
a string of his success-
ful films including To 
Sir, with Love were 
Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner, and In the Heat 
of the Night.

On his shoulders he 

often felt the weight of 
representation of mil-
lions of his race. This 
fact led to him being 
typecast as infallible 
character rather than 
a flawed one and was 
criticised for play-
ing this over-idealised 
African-American sans 
sexuality or personality 
faults such as his char-
acter in Guess Who’s 
Coming to Dinner. Born 
on February 20, 1927, 
in Miami and having 
spent earlier part of his 
life in the Bahamas, he 
later moved to Miami 
and then New York. 
After doing odd jobs in 
New York, he landed 
a role in the film No 
Way Out (1950) play-
ing a doctor treating a 
Caucasian bigot. More 
roles followed and he 
became America’s first 

black Matinee idol and 
later went on to direct 
a few successful films, 
including Stir Crazy. In 
year 2002 when Denzel 
Washington won the 
award for Best Actor for 
Training Day, becoming 
the second black actor 
to win the award. It 
was also the year when 
Poitier received the 2001 
Honorary Academy 
Award for his overall 
contribution to Ameri-
can cinema. Washing-
ton’s victory speech and 
his words “I’ll always be 
chasing you, Sidney. I’ll 
always be following in 
your footsteps,” is proof 
enough how he was a 
role model for many of 
his race. The ‘Sir’ of To 
Sir With Love, earned 
much respect in real 
life and the honorific 
Sir when knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth II in 
1974. Seen in nineties as 
lead in ABC drama Sep-
arate but Equal, and in 
1997 as Nelson Mandela 
in Mandela and de Klerk 
and The Measure of a 
Man, is how his mem-
oirs might have been 
titled. Yet, here was a 
man whose achieve-
ments are immeasurable 
and as US President Joe 
Biden put it, “Sidney 
helped open the hearts 
of millions and changed 
the way America saw 
itself.”

Sidney Poitier paved the path for 
black actors in Hollywood TV star Hina Khan 

said her entire family—
except her—has tested 
positive for Covid-19.

The 34-year-old actor 
took to Instagram on 
Saturday and shared 
a note writing about 
the “harsh reality” of 
taking care of the family 
while also navigating 
the anxiety of Covid-19.

“These days life and 
instagram both are 
mostly about nice pic-
tures with lovely visu-
als... When everyone in 
the family tests posi-
tive for Covid and you 
are the only negative 
in the house, you have 
to gear up with masks 
and sanitisers 24x7 and 
look after the entire 
family. Safe to say there 

will be marks behind .. 
just like the ones I got 

after wearing my masks 
24/7,” she captioned a 

series of selfies.
Khan had tested posi-

tive for Covid-19 in 
April last year.

The ‘Kasautii Zinda-
gii Kay 2’ actor said she 
is fighting the current 
obstacle like a “ninja 
warrior”. “And this post 
is to tell you that trying 
is enough.. It gets you to 
the other side just fine. 
Let us all try and fight 
it again... With scars and 
battle marks just like a 
warrior.. 

This too shall pass and 
remember when life 
gives you lemons make 
a bloody lemonade,” she 
added.

On Saturday, Mumbai 
reported 20,318 new 
coronavirus infections 
and five deaths

Hina Khan’s family tests positive for Covid-19; 
the actress shares a note about ‘harsh reality’

The upcoming comedy thriller 
Looop Lapeta starring Taapsee 
Pannu and Tahir Raj Bhasin has 
got its release date. The movie will 
premiere on Netflix on February 
4. 

Looop Lapeta promises to be an 
adventurous ride through a sticky 
situation where a girlfriend is on 
a mission to rescue her boyfriend. 
As the plot unfolds, a series of 
events constantly prompts the 
lovers to make choices that define 
their future.

Playing the role of Savi, on a 

mission to rescue her boyfriend, 
Taapsee said, “I am excited to be 
a part of this project with Netflix. 

This compelling story was 
extremely enjoyable to make 
along with my director, Aakash 
and co-star Tahir. I cannot wait for 
fans and audiences to watch this 
edge-of-the seat film and enjoy it 
as much as we loved making it.”

Adds Tahir, “I am so excited 
about the release of Looop Lapeta. 
The film is a clutter breaking take 
on new age romance, and a genre 
I am exploring for the first time.”

Looop Lapeta gets its release date
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Snowstorm death toll in Pakistan’s Murree 
goes up to 23

LAHORE, Jan 9 (Agen-
cies): The death toll due 
to unprecedented snow-
fall and rush of tourists 
in Pakistan’s popular 
hill station of Murree 
reached 23 on Sunday 
after a minor girl, suf-
fering from severe cold 
and pneumonia, died as 
she could not be rushed 
to the hospital in time.

Thousands of people 
visited Murree after 
the picturesque town in 
Rawalpindi in Punjab 
province received a 
record-breaking snow-
fall, leaving the local 
administration helpless 
and freezing to death at 
least 22 people, includ-
ing 10 children, in their 
stranded vehicles.

The death of a four-
year-old girl has pushed 
the toll to 23. The minor 
girl died in Jhika Gali. 
She was suffering from 
severe cold and pneu-
monia, according to 
rescue sources, adding 
that she lost her life as 
she could not be rushed 
to the hospital in time.

Rescue officials told 
Geo News at least 23 
people have died thus 
far as vehicles continue 
to remain trapped in 
several feet of snow. The 
toll was later confirmed 
by Interior Minister 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed 
in a statement on Satur-
day night.

The minister said that 
the situation can only 
be described as a “natu-
ral calamity” and that 
the area had witnessed 
“extreme snowfall”.

The cars were pre-
vented from moving 
on to Murree, people 
began proceeding there 
on foot, and they too 
were stopped, he said. 
The minister said that 
the deaths were caused 
due to “suffocation”.

The Prime minister’s 
aide on political com-
munication Shahbaz 
Gill said people left their 
cars on the roads to seek 
shelter in hotels when it 
began to snow heavily 
which resulted in ham-
pering the flow of traffic.

“The administration 

remains active and is 
trying its utmost to 
ensure all roads are clear 
for traffic,” he said.

Federal Minister 
for Information and 
Broadcasting Fawad 
Chaudhry said unprec-
edented snowfall cou-
pled with a record influx 
of tourists made it next 
to impossible for the 
local administration to 
handle the situation.

He said the process of 
evacuating people from 
the affected areas was 
underway and the entire 
nation mourned the loss 
of precious human lives.

It was obvious that 
such a huge influx of 
people could not be 
managed easily, he said.

The Punjab Police on 
Sunday said that more 
than 500 families in the 
calamity-hit Murree 
were rescued and taken 
to safety in the last 24 
hours.

“Heavy snowfall on 
Murree’s main high-
ways caused 20 to 25 
large trees to fall which 
had blocked roads. All 
tourists were rescued 
before nightfall and 
taken to safe places,” 
said Punjab Police 
spokesperson.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Sardar Usman Buzdar 
will visit the snow-
affected regions of 
Murree on Sunday after 
the area was declared 
“calamity-stricken, The 
Express Tribune report-
ed.

“Every Pakistani is 
saddened by the tragic 
incident that took place 

in Murree. All sym-
pathies of the Punjab 
government are with 
the families of the 
deceased,” Buzdar said, 
paying his condolences 
to the bereaved families.

According to the 
Dawn newspaper, 
relevant government 
departments, including 
the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) and the Rawal-
pindi district manage-
ment, failed to take any 
preemptive measure 
despite heavy snowfall 
warnings issued days 
prior to the disaster in 
Murree.

No prior meeting was 
called by the NDMA 
with the district admin-
istrations of Rawalpindi, 
Islamabad and other 
departments to discuss 
traffic and accommoda-
tion issues in the hill sta-
tion, it said.

The Met Office had 
issued alert on Jan 5 
that heavy snowfall 
may cause road clo-
sures in Murree, Gali-
yat, Nathiagali, Kaghan, 
Naran and other areas 
from January 6 to Jan 9 
afternoon.

“All authorities con-
cerned are particularly 
advised to remain ‘alert’ 
during the forecast 
period,” the Met Office 
had stated.

Murree received 6.5 
inches of snowfall on 
January 5 (Wednesday), 
followed by 8.5 inches 
the next day while 16.5 
inches were recorded 
from the morning of 
January 7 (Friday) up to 

Saturday morning.
“This is normal snow-

fall for Murree,” an offi-
cial of the Met Office 
told the daily.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said on Satur-
day he was shocked 
and upset at the tragic 
deaths of tourists on the 
road to Murree.

“ U n p r e c e d e n t e d 
snowfall & rush of ppl 
proceeding without 
checking weather con-
ditions caught district 
admin unprepared. 
Have ordered inquiry & 
putting in place strong 
regulation to ensure 
prevention of such trag-
edies,” Khan said in a 
tweet.

The Punjab govern-
ment declared Murree 
as a calamity-hit area 
on Saturday after heavy 
snowfall wreaked havoc 
in the city.

The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department had 
predicted heavy snow-
fall in Murree and Gali-
yat from January 6 to 9.

Opposition political 
leaders criticised the 
government for its han-
dling of the influx of 
tourists and inadequate 
preparation.

Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the National 
Assembly and PML-N 
President Shehbaz 
Sharif said he was heart-
broken over the tragedy 
in Murree and ques-
tioned who was respon-
sible for the deaths.

“Where was the gov-
ernment all the while? 
What arrangements did 
it make to deal with 

such an influx? Incom-
petence is fast turning 
into criminality. Prior 
arrangements & round-
the-clock supervision 
were the normal SOPs 
in the past,” he tweeted.

Terming the deaths 
heartbreaking, PPP 
Vice President Sherry 
Rehman said govern-
ments “needed to be 
more vigilant about the 
flood of tourists on the 
Galiyat routes”.

“Instead of seeking 
more tourists, the gov-
ernment should have 
given a warning for 
jammed roads. These 
were tragic & avoid-
able losses that no one 
intended, but no one 
acted in time either. Les-
sons need to be learnt,” 
she added.

“The job of govern-
ments is not only to 
count tourists but also to 
make advance arrange-
ments and security 
measures for them [...] 
These deaths are not 
due to snowfall but due 
to government negli-
gence,” tweeted PML-N 
Vice President Maryam 
Nawaz. Due to continu-
ous snowfall and traffic 
congestion in Murree, 
the district administra-
tion imposed a ban on 
the entry of more vehi-
cles. Snowfall, which 
began on Tuesday night, 
continued with regular 
intervals, attracting 
thousands of tourists. 
However, due to the 
rush of visitors, many 
families ended up get-
ting stranded on roads. 
It was reported that over 
100,000 vehicles entered 
the hill station.

In a statement, Chief 
Traffic Officer Taimoor 
Khan said on Saturday 
the entry of vehicles 
into Murree had been 
banned from Friday 
night onwards and cars 
were being diverted 
from toll plazas and 
other entrances.

He said since snow-
fall started on Monday 
morning, more than 
155,000 vehicles had 
entered Murree and 
135,000 had so far left.

PARIS, Jan 9 (Agen-
cies): The Omicron 
Covid-19 variant may 
be 105 per cent more 
transmissible than 
Delta, according to a 
research by French sci-
entists.

The study, published 
on the medRxiv site and 
yet to be peer-reviewed, 
analysed 131,478 tests in 
France from October 25 
to December 18, 2021.

The team applied sta-
tistical models to vari-
ant-specific screening 
tests and full genome 
sequencing.

They compared the 
number of infections 
with the Omicron, 
Alpha and the Delta 
variants over a 21-day 
period.

The difference in 
rate of transmissibil-
ity in people with the 
Delta and Omicron was 
approximately 105 per 
cent.

“We estimate that the 
transmission advantage 
of the Omicron variant 
over the Delta variant is 
more than 105 per cent,” 
said Samuel Alizon, 

from Centre for Inter-
disciplinary Research in 
Biology (CIRB) France.

Further, the results 
showed that tests con-
sistent with the presence 
of the Omicron variant 
exhibit significantly 
higher cycle threshold 
Ct values, which could 
indicate lower amounts 
of virus genetic mate-
rial.

“Epidemio log ica l 
modelling indicates that 
even if the virulence of 
the Omicron variant is 
reduced compared to 
that of the Delta variant, 
the increase in repro-
duction number we 
estimate from the data 
can have the potential to 
maintain critical Covid-
19 activity at a high level 
in French hospitals, if 
not overloading them,” 
Alizon said adding that 
“swift mitigation of 
the epidemic wave” is 
essential.

The results also 
showed that in young 
people, the prevalence 
of infection with the 
Omicron variant or 
the Alpha variant was 

higher than that of the 
Delta variant.

Omicron was des-
ignated a variant “of 
concern” by the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) in November. 
Since then it has been 
detected in more than 
100 countries.

Studies have sug-
gested that compared 
to previous variants, 
Omicron is less likely to 
make people seriously 
ill. Evidence also shows 
that Omicron is able to 
invade the upper respi-
ratory tract easier than 
the Delta variant, but is 
less effective at infecting 
the lungs - a reason why 
it is more contagious 
and its mortality lower 
compared to Delta.

However, earlier this 
week, the WHO warned 
against describing the 
Omicron variant as 
“mild” amid a “tsunami 
of cases” overwhelming 
health systems across 
the world.

“Just like previous 
variants; Omicron is 
hospitalising people and 
killing people,” Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of the 
WHO, said last week.

“Hospitals are becom-
ing overcrowded and 
understaffed, which fur-
ther results in prevent-
able deaths from not 
only Covid-19 but other 
diseases and injuries 
where patients cannot 
receive timely care”.

Omicron 105% more 
transmissible than Delta, 

say French scientists

ISLAMABAD, Jan 9 
(Agencies): The Paki-
stan Opposition and 
citizens of the country 
have slammed Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
for his reaction to the 
Murree incident, where 
22 people froze to death 
due to heavy show, 
saying the ruling PTI 
government has gotten 
used to blaming others 
for their own mistakes, 
News reported.

In a tweet on Saturday, 
Khan said: “Shocked 
(and) upset at tragic 
deaths of tourists on 
road to Murree. Unprec-
edented snowfal l 
(and) rush of (people) 
proceeding without 
checking weather con-
ditions caught district 
admin unprepared.” 
The tweet, however, 
did not sit well with 
the people, particularly 
the Opposition, as they 
lashed out at him for his 
“insensitive and shock-
ing response”.

Bushra Gohar, a 
former member of 
Parliament, urged the 

Prime Minister to stop 
blaming victims of the 
tragedy. “It is because 
of your #PuppetGov-
ernment’s callousness, 
incompetence (and) 
m i s m a n a g e m e n t .” 
“Accept responsibility 
and resign. Enough!” 
she said, alongside 
hashtags “LivesMatter”, 
“ArrestBrandKhan” 
and “GayaPakistan”.

Taking to his Twit-
ter handle, PML-N 
Vice President Pervaiz 
Rasheed demanded 
Khan to take his “ruth-
less, cruel and stupid” 
tweet back. PML-N 
spokesperson Marri-
yum Aurangzeb wrote: 
“This statement is the 
height of (your) indif-
ference, cruelty, and 
incompetence.” Lashing 
out further at the pre-
mier, she said that “cor-
ruption” and “incom-
petence” aside, Khan 
should resign after 
blaming those who 
lost their lives, News 
reported.

She demanded he 
answer for his “crimi-

nal negligence” and 
regretted that his state-
ment comes from a man 
who claims he wants 
to model Pakistan 
after Madina. Journal-
ist Absa Komal wrote: 
“Insensitive and shock-
ing response, it is your 
administration’s fail-
ure, accept it at least! 
They could have easily 
taken preventive mea-
sures knowing that a 
huge number of people 
were heading towards 
Murree.” Calling Khan 
a “callous person”, 
PML-N leader Ahsan 
Iqbal said the Pakistan 
Metrological Depart-
ment (PMD) issued a 
warning on December 
31 about heavy snow-
fall and “everyone in 
the government was 
sleeping”.

“He is now blaming 
the people for failing 
to check the weather 
before coming. Those 
who brought such a 
person in to the office 
of PM will taste Allah’s 
wrath for the suffering 
of people,” he said.   

Imran Khan slammed for ‘callous’ 
remarks over snow incident

MEXICO CITY, Jan 
9 (Agencies): A riot 
erupted inside a north-
ern Mexico prison 
over prisoners trying 
to extort money from 
others and 56 inmates 
were injured, authori-
ties said.

Officials said the riot 
began on Friday at the 
Apodaca prison, just 
outside the city of Mon-
terrey.

Aldo Fasci, the public 
safety secretary for 
Nuevo Leon state, said 

that the injuries were all 
caused by beatings and 
that no firearms were 
involved.

“There were no fire-
arms, all the injuries 
were caused by blows. 
The head wounds were 
caused by blunt objects, 
either rocks or in some 
cases by (smashing 
them) on the floor,” 
Fasci said.

He said many inmates 
at the prison work in 
industrial plants and 
are usually paid on 

Friday. He said at least 
five gangs are extort-

ing money from other 
inmates inside prison 

walls.
Authorities acknowl-

edge that inmates have 
been in partial control 
of the facility.

“We have to keep 
working to eliminate 
shared rule” of prisons, 
Fasci said.

He said a sweep 
after the situation was 
brought under control 
found prohibited cell-
phones, beer and drugs 
among inmates’ posses-
sions.

56 inmates injured in Mexico prison riot over extortion

NEW YORK, Jan 9 
(Agencies): The US State 
Department is “deeply 
disturbed” by reports of 
an attack on an Indian-
origin Sikh cab driver 
at the JFK International 
Airport and condemned 
any form of hate-based 
violence, saying perpe-
trators of hate crimes 
should be held account-
able for their actions, 
no matter where such 
crimes occur.

The Sikh taxi driver 
was assaulted by an 
unidentified man, who 
knocked off his turban 
and also used expletives 
against him outside the 
JFK International Air-
port here, according to 
a video on social media.

T h e  u n d a t e d 
26-second video was 

uploaded by a Twitter 
user, Navjot Pal Kaur, 
on the micro-blogging 
site on January 4, show-
ing a man assaulting the 
Sikh taxi driver outside 
the airport. She said 
the video was shot by a 
bystander at the airport.

State Department’s 
Bureau of South and 
Central Asian Affairs 
(SCA), in a tweet on 
Saturday, said: “We 
are deeply disturbed 
by reports of an appar-
ent attack on a Sikh cab 
driver at J.F.K. airport, 
captured on video last 
week. Our diversity 
makes the U.S. stron-
ger, & we condemn any 
form of hate-based vio-
lence.

“We all have a respon-
sibility to hold perpe-

trators of hate crimes 
accountable for their 
actions, no matter where 
such crimes occur”.

The State Depart-
ment’s reaction came 
after the Indian Con-
sulate General in New 
York termed the assault 
on the Sikh taxi driver 
as “deeply disturbing” 
and said it has taken 
up the matter with US 
authorities and urged 
them to investigate the 
violent incident.

“The assault against a 
Sikh taxi driver in New 
York is deeply disturb-
ing. We have taken up 
the matter with US 
authorities and urged 
them to investigate this 
violent incident,” Con-
sulate General of India 
in New York tweeted on 

Saturday.
In the video posted by 

Twitter user Kaur, the 
person can be heard 
allegedly using exple-
tives against the Sikh 
individual. He repeat-
edly hits and punches 
the Sikh man, knocking 
his turban off.

Kaur tweeted, “This 
video was taken by a 
bystander at John F. 
Kennedy international 
Airport. I do not own 
the rights to this video. 
But I just wanted to 
highlight the fact that 
hatred continues to 
remain in our society 
and unfortunately I’ve 
seen Sikh cab drivers 
get assaulted again 
and again.” Simran 
Jeet Singh, author and 
Director for the Aspen 

Institute’s Inclusive 
America Project, tweet-
ed “Another Sikh cab 
driver assaulted. This 
one at JFK Airport in 
NYC. So upsetting to 
see. But it’s crucial that 
we don’t look away… 
What I am sure of is how 
painful it is to watch our 

fathers and elders get 
assaulted while they’re 
just trying to live an 
honest life.

“For those who aren’t 
Sikh, I can’t put into 
words what it means 
to have your turban 
knocked off — or to see 
someone else’s turban 

knocked off. It’s viscer-
al and gut-wrenching 
and just so dishearten-
ing to witness,” Singh 
tweeted.

The National Sikh 
Campaign said that 
“we are only a few days 
into the new year and 
there has already been 
a hate crime commit-
ted against a Sikh. A 
bystander recorded 
an unidentified man 
attacking a Sikh taxi 
dr iver, ult imately 
knocking off the driv-
er’s turban.

“No additional details 
have been released out-
side of the video, but 
we know this story too 
well. A Sikh person 
goes about their daily 
lives only to be sense-
lessly attacked by some-

one. Common road rage 
between people can 
escalate when some-
one who is ignorant of 
who we are takes their 
disdain for our turbans 
and becomes violent,” 
it said.

This is not the first 
time when a Sikh taxi 
driver has been assault-
ed in the US.

An Indian-origin Sikh 
Uber driver was in 2019 
assaulted and racially 
abused in the US state 
of Washington in a sus-
pected hate crime. The 
driver told the police 
that he believes his race 
prompted the attack.

In 2017, a 25-year-old 
Sikh cab driver in New 
York was assaulted and 
his turban knocked off 
by drunk passengers.

US State Dept says ‘deeply disturbed’ by attack on Sikh cab driver at JFK airport
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Rain in Sydney stalls Australia’s 
march towards victory

Rohan Bopanna and Ramkumar win Adelaide 
International with upset win over top seeds

MELBOURNE, Jan 9 
(Agencies): Teaming 
up for the first time on 
the ATP Tour, India’s 
Rohan Bopanna and 
Ramkumar Ramanathan 
won the Adelaide Inter-
national doubles trophy 
with a hard-fought 7-6 
(6) 6-1 win over top 
seeds Ivan Dodig and 
Marcelo Melo here on 
Sunday.

Bopanna’s excellent 
service returns at cru-
cial times and Ramku-
mar’s all-round game 
tilted the match in their 
favour.

In the one hour and 
21 minutes contest, the 
Indians saved all the 
four break points they 
faced and broke their 
rivals twice.

It was Bopanna’s 20th 
ATP doubles title and 
first for Ramkumar, who 
was playing only in his 
second summit clash at 

this level, having ended 
a runner-up at the Hall 
of Fame Tennis Cham-
pionships in 2018.

“When Ramkumar is 
serving by your side, 
you can finish the point 
early, so that was an 
advantage,” said Bopan-
na.Asked how differ-
ent it was playing with 
Ramkumar than another 
compatriot and left-
handed Divij Sharan, 
Bopanan said, “With 
Divij, we had to create 
a point, ensure that first 
volley opportunity is 
taken while with Ram, 
the point can be finished 
early.

“I am surprised not 
many Indians entered 
this event. If anyone 
had landed here, would 
have entered the field 
since not many players 
were there.”           

Bopanna and Ram-
kumar will split USD 

18700 as prize money 
and earned 250 ranking 
points each.

The win would be a 
huge confidence boost-
er for Ramkumar ahead 
of the Australian Open 
Qualifiers, where he will 
aim to make the singles 

main draw of a Grand 
Slam once again.

After saving an early 
breakpoint, Bopanna 
and Ramkumar upped 
their game. In the sev-
enth game, when Melo 
served at 30-0, Bopan-
na’s unreturnable ser-

vice on the right of the 
Dodig and later a crush-
ing forehand winner 
made it 30-all but the 
Brazilian eventually 
held.

Bopanna then saved 
another breakpoint and 
converted the deciding 
deuce point to make 
it 4-4. Serving to stay 
afloat in the set at 5-6, 
the Indian pair was up 
40-30 when Dodig cre-
ated a winner on Bopan-
na’s serve that whizzed 
past Ramkumar on his 
right but the big-serving 
Coorgi hit an ace to drag 
it to a tie-breaker.

At 6-6, Bopanna found 
a service return winner 
on Melo’s serve to earn 
their second set point 
and converted with 
his booming serve. It 
was one-way traffic in 
the second set with the 
Indians dominating all 
through. 

SYDNEY, Jan 9 
(Agencies): Australia 
remained on course for 
a 4-0 lead in the Ashes 
series on Sunday when 
they reduced England 
to 122 for three, still 266 
runs in arrears, at lunch 
on the final day of the 
fourth test.

The start of the second 
session was delayed 
by rain, frustrating the 
Australians and keep-
ing England skipper 
Joe Root, who had made 

13 not out, and injured 
all-rounder Ben Stokes, 
who was unbeaten on 
16, in the dressing room.

The tourists had 
resumed the day on 13 
without loss chasing an 
unlikely victory target 
of 388 and Zak Crawley 
led the resistance at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground 
with an authoritative 77 
from a hundred balls.

His fellow opener 
Haseeb Hameed looked 
less assured at the other 

end and had already 
been dropped when 
he prodded at a Scott 
Boland delivery and 
departed for nine to 
give the paceman his 
12th wicket in four test 
innings.

Dawid Malan had 
made four when he 
stepped back to a full-
length Nathan Lyon 
delivery, which skidded 
on and rattled into the 
off stump.

Crawley had hit 13 
fours in his fifth test half 
century when Australia 
all-rounder Cameron 
Green got under his bat 
with a yorker.

The batsman reviewed 
the lbw decision but the 
DRS video showed the 
ball had landed plumb 
on Crawley’s toe as it 
headed towards the 
stumps.

Australia lead the 
series 3-0 after big wins 
in Brisbane, Adelaide 
and Melbourne. The 
fifth test will be a day-
night match in Hobart. 

Adelaide International is Bopanna’s 20th ATP doubles title and first for Ramkumar

MELBOURNE, Jan 9 
(Agencies): Top-ranked 
Ash Barty has won her 
second Adelaide Inter-
national title in three 
years with a 6-3, 6-2 vic-
tory over Elena Rybaki-
na on Sunday. The win 
improved Barty’s record 
against top-20 rivals to 
17-1 since the beginning 
of 2021.

Barty also beat Coco 
Gauff, 2020 Australian 
Open champion Sofin 
Kenin and 2020 French 
Open winner Iga Swi-
atek en route to her 14th 
WTA tournament win.

Barty is scheduled to 
play the Sydney Tennis 
Classic next week 
before the Australian 
Open begins on Jan. 17.

In a WTA tournament 
at Melbourne, Ameri-
can Amanda Anisi-
mova beat Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich of Belarus 
7-5, 1-6, 6-4 to win her 
second WTA title.

The 20-year-old Ani-
simova came from 2-4 
down in the first set 

and 0-3 in the decider 
to clinch the trophy 
and win her first title in 
almost three years.

Anisimova broke 
down in tears on her 
exit from the 2020 Aus-
tralian Open, her first 
major following the 
sudden death of her 
father. Anisimova, a 
French Open semifi-
nalist and former world 
No. 21, returned to some 
of her best form Sunday 
at Rod Laver Arena.

“I want to thank 
Melbourne, I always 
love playing here and 
I’m super excited for a 
couple more amazing 
weeks here,” she said 
in reference to the Aus-
tralian Open.

“Tennis can be a diffi-
cult journey at times but 
I’m so happy and grate-
ful to have the people 
in my life I have. It’s so 
good to start the year in 
such a good place, I’m 
super grateful.”

SYDNEY, Jan 9 (Agen-
cies): Tennis world 
number one Novak 
Djokovic on Sunday 
began his fourth day in 
immigration detention 
as Australian authori-
ties finalised a legal 
defence explaining 
their decision to cancel 
his visa over questions 
about his COVID-19 
vaccine exemption.

The Serbian sports 
superstar was hoping to 
win his 21st Grand Slam 
at the Australian Open 
later this month, but 
has instead of training 
been confined to a hotel 
used to accommodate 
asylum seekers. He is 
challenging a decision 
to cancel his visa after 
being stopped on arriv-
al at Melbourne Airport 
early on Thursday.

A vocal opponent 
of vaccine mandates, 
Djokovic had declined 
to reveal his vaccina-
tion status or reason 
for seeking a medical 

exemption for sidestep-
ping Australia’s vac-
cine rules. He broke his 
silence on Saturday by 
filing a legal challenge 
saying he was granted 
an exemption due to 
contracting - and recov-
ering from - the virus in 
December.

The Australian gov-
ernment has said its 
health department noti-
fied Australian Open 
organising body Tennis 
Australia last Novem-
ber that a recent Covid-
19 infection was not 
necessarily grounds for 
exemption in the coun-
try, as it was elsewhere. 

Djokovic’s lawsuit says 
the Department of 
Home Affairs wrote to 
him this month to say 
he had satisfied the 
requirements to enter 
the country.

Australian Health 
Minister Greg Hunt, 
asked about the Djokov-
ic furore at a media 
conference on Sunday, 
declined to comment 
since it was before the 
court, but noted that 
several other people 
involved in the tour-
nament had their visas 
revoked.

Czech player Renata 
Voracova, who was 

detained in the same 
detention hotel as 
Djokovic and had her 
visa revoked after 
issues with her vac-
cine exemption, left the 
country without chal-
lenging her status, the 
Czech Foreign Ministry 
said.

The Djokovic matter 
is scheduled to go to a 
hearing on Monday.

The tennis star’s situ-
ation has drawn an 
unlikely crowd to the 
Melbourne hotel which, 
until this month, was 
best known in Austra-
lia for media reports 
about its asylum seeker 
occupants claiming 
they were served food 
containing maggots.

Anti-vaccine protest-
ers, refugee advocates 
and Djokovic fans have 
converged outside the 
modest building, which 
is under police guard.

“Djokovic’s deten-
tion has got nothing 
to with rules; it’s got 

everything to do with 
political opportunism,” 
Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee 
Action Coalition, said 
in a statement, ahead 
of a planned protest on 
Sunday.

“Inadvertently, the 
government’s deten-
tion of Djokovic in the 
Park hotel has put the 
focus squarely on the 
systematic abuse of ref-
ugees’ rights in Austra-
lia’s detention system.” 
Serbian Prime Minister 
Ana Brnabic said the 
player had been given 
gluten-free food, tools 
to exercise and a SIM 
card to stay in contact 
with the outside world.

“It’s a positive tone 
from the Australian 
side. The Serbian gov-
ernment is ready to pro-
vide all the guarantees 
necessary for Novak to 
be allowed to enter Aus-
tralia, the Serbian presi-
dent is also involved,” 
Brnabic said.

Djokovic begins 4th day in Australian 
detention as legal hearing looms

Barty wins in Adelaide, Anisimova 
in Melbourne in WTA events

 MELBOURNE, Jan 
9 (Agencies): Indian 
tennis player Yuki 
Bhambri is all set to fea-
ture in his first Grand 
Slam since 2018 as on 
Monday, he will begin 
his 2022 Australian 
Open campaign in the 
qualification round. 
After enduring a start-
stop career, the player is 
hoping to make a come-
back for good. The jour-
ney back to the tennis 
court has been rigorous 
and pain-stricken, to say 
the least. He was absent 
from action throughout 
the 2019 and 2020 sea-
sons due to tendonitis in 
both knees. He made a 
return in February 2021, 
playing two ATP Tour 
tournaments but soon 
after, in April, he tested 
positive for the wretch-
ed Covid-19. The infec-
tion resulted in another 
long stint off the court. 
He next set foot on the 
court for a competitive 
match in November last 
year, taking part in the 
ITF India F6 Futures 
tournament. And now, 
he is currently in Mel-
bourne preparing for a 
comeback to one of the 
biggest stages in world 
tennis. For a profession-
al athlete, it becomes 
imperative to bring 
about certain changes 

to their training regime 
following such long lay-
offs. Twenty-nine-year-
old Bhambri is no dif-
ferent. While answering 
a question by the Hin-
dustan Times, during 
a press meet attended 
by select media, Bham-
bri revealed that while 
his technique hasn’t 
changed much, he has 
had to pay more atten-
tion to certain aspects.

“After a certain point 
of time, there aren’t 
any major changes 
that you do. You are 
not suddenly going to 
change the way you 
hit a tennis ball or the 
way you move around. 
For me, for that sort of 
matter, the changes you 
bring including giving 
that extra focus to the 
areas that you injured, 

in continuation with 
your rehab. That has 
been the case with me. 
”I had to spend more 
time strengthening, 
stretching my knee, my 
ankles and my legs. I 
spend more time than 
that. And of course, we 
do the rest of the work 
like training, running, 
lifting, and playing 
tennis. You give that 
added time (to training) 
when you injure your-
self in order to prepare 
for the rigours of the 
tour,” said Yuki while 
speaking to the media 
in a meet organized by 
Sony Sports.

Despite slipping to a 
world ranking of 1035, 
the Youth Olympic 
Games silver medallist 
has used his protected 
ranking of 127 to fea-

ture in the AO qualifi-
ers. Since he was world 
No.100 when he played 
an ATP tournament in 
2018 (in Antwerp), he 
is eligible to keep the 
injury-protected rank-
ing for 12 tournaments. 
Moreover, Bhambri has 
to complete his quota 
of 12 tournaments by 
August 2022 with the 
protected ranking. 
Moreover, Yuki would 
be looking to add to 
the bright start Indian 
tennis has had in the 
first week of 2022. While 
the men’s doubles pair 
of Ramkumar Ram-
anathan and Rohan 
Bopanna bagged the 
Adelaide International 
title, Mukund Sasiku-
mar has made the finals 
of a Challenger tourna-
ment in Forli, Itlay.

Australian Open: Comeback star Bhambri 
on changes in training post knee injuries

LONDON, Jan 9 (Agencies): 
Romelu Lukaku scored for Chel-
sea in a 5-1 FA Cup third-round 
victory over minor league Ches-
terfield on Saturday -- his first 
goal since upsetting manager 
Thomas Tuchel in a television 
interview. Lukaku struck in the 
20th minute to put his side 3-0 up 
after goals by Timo Werner and 
Callum Hudson-Odoi had put the 
European champions in control at 
Stamford Bridge.

Andreas Christensen made it 
4-0 before halftime and Hakim 
Ziyech scored from the spot in the 
second half before Chesterfield’s 
travelling fans were rewarded 
with a consolation goal for Akwasi 
Asante.

Record signing Lukaku was 
dropped for last Sunday’s Premier 
League draw with Liverpool after 

comments he made in an inter-
view recorded three weeks ago, 
saying he was not happy with his 
role at the club and would like to 
return to Inter Milan.

After holding clear-the-air talks 
with Tuchel he returned for the 
League Cup semi-final against 
Tottenham Hotspur on Wednes-
day. Tuchel made several changes 
to his Chelsea side as he juggled 

a hectic schedule and Covid-19 
infections, giving debuts to keeper 
Marcus Bettinelli and youngster 
Lewis Hall.

But his side were still too strong 
for Chesterfield as Chelsea made 
it 24 wins in a row in the FA Cup 
third round. “I’m happy with the 
attitude and how we started,” 
said Tuchel. “We started strong 
and decided the match very early. 
This is what we wanted.” Chester-
field manager James Rowe said 
Asante’s goal gave the club some-
thing special to remember.

“Great to get the goal at the end 
for us and the supporters and 
what a proud day to be a Spire-
ite,” he said.

“Halftime was about recollect-
ing our thoughts. We focused at 
halftime and drew the second half 
1-1.”

Romelu Lukaku on target as Chelsea 
crush Chesterfield in FA Cup

BENGALURU, Jan 9 
(Agencies): UP Yoddha 
will look to better their 
five-match win-less run 
when they clash against 
in-form Bengaluru Bulls 
in the PKL 2021-22 in 
Bengaluru on Sunday 
(January 9). While Bulls 
have bounced back 
from their campaign 
opening defeat with five 
wins and a tie to sit in 
the third position after 
seven matches, Yoddha 
are languishing at tenth 
with just one win and 
two ties.

PKL 2021-22: BLR vs UP Dream11 Tips
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Woman killed, 13 injured 
in bus accident in Kathua

Priya and  Shivanji of Galak, Pooja of 
Dramni, Susheela Jasrotia of Hiranagar 
and Puja Devi of Dadwara – were referred 
from the community health centre to the 
Government Medical College and Hos-
pital in Kathua for specialised treatment, 
they said.

The rest of the injured were discharged 
after first aid, the officials said.

Ahead of budget session, 
over 400 parliament staff 
test positive for Covid-19

Sabha and Rajya Sabha are also in isola-
tion.

A recent order by the DDMA directed 
all government offices to run under 50 per 
cent of staff capacity and the rest will work 
from home. Taking the new variant of 
COVID-19, Omicron seriously, the Central 
government also exempted its staff from 
biometric (daily punching) for attendance.

Pregnant women employ-
ees and divyang employ-

ees exempted from 
attending office due to 
rising Covid cases: Dr 

Jitendra
of communications at all times.
In view of the rapid spread of the Virus 

infection, Dr Jitendra Singh said that 
a DoPT O.M. has been issued with the 
advice that the official meetings shall be 
conducted as far as possible through video 
conferencing. Similarly, personal meetings 
with visitors are to be avoided, unless 
absolutely necessary, he said.

In order to avoid overcrowding in the 
office premises, the Minister said, the offi-
cials/staff shall follow staggered timings 
i.e., (a) 9 am to 5.30 p.m. and (b) 10 am to 
6.30 p.m.

Meanwhile, DoPT has advised all the 
officers/staff to ensure strict compliance 
of COVID-appropriate behaviour i.e. 

frequent washing of hands/sanitisation, 
wearing face mask/face cover and observ-
ing social distancing all the time.

Proper cleaning and sanitisation of the 
workplace, particularly frequently touched 
surfaces, may also be ensured.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that the guidelines 
issued as per the DoPT O.M. will remain 
in force till 31st January 2022. In the mean-
time, regular review will be carried out 
from time to time and the guidelines may 
be revised accordingly depending on the 
situation.

BSF’s weekly ‘beat-
ing retreat ceremony’ 

along IB in Jammu sus-

pended due to Covid
be taken accordingly.
Jammu and Kashmir has recorded a 

surge in COVID-19 cases over the past 
week with 655 fresh cases reported on Sat-
urday, taking the virus tally to 3,43,965, 
while three fatalities due to the disease 
pushed the death toll to 4,537.

Encounter breaks 
out between security 

forces and terrorists in 
Kulgam

started at Hasanpora area of Kulgam. 
Police and security forces are on the job,” 
Kashmir Zone Police tweeted.

FROM PAGE 1

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9: The 355th 

Parkash Parv (birth anniver-
sary) of tenth Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji is celebrated with 
great fervour and gaiety at 
Gurdwara Digiana Asharam 
under the supervision of 
Shriman Mahant Manjit 
Sngh ji of Shiromani Dera 
Nangali Sahib Poonch. The 
Sangat of all walks of life  
from far and near areas par-
ticipated in thousands and 
paid the obeisance. The Ragi 
jatha Giany sukhdev Singh 
Ji from Ludhiana, Doctor 
Gurpreet Singh parcharak 
from Amritsar sahib, Bhai 
Harvinder Singh Parcharak 
Jammu, Giani Bachan Singh 
ji Ragi Jatha Digiana, Giani 
Daljit Singh Ji Jammu, Giani 
Ranjit Singh Ji UP Ragi Jatha 
Jammu, Giani Hardeep 
Singh Ragi Jatha Jammu did 
kirtan, katha and through 
light on the sacrifices of 
Guru Gobind Singh ji. Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji sacrificed his 
beloved sons, mother, father 
and many other Sikhs for 
righteousness and human-
ity. Ravinder Raina Presi-
dent BJP J&K, Shri Raman 
Bhalla Ex-Minister working 
President congress commit-

tee J&K, Ex-Deputy Chief 
Minister Kavinder Gupta, 
S.Sudershan Singh Wazir 
Chairman Sikh United Front 
J&K, Shri Khalid Hussain 
Ex-DC spoke for Sikhs all 
over the world celebrate the 
parkas purv of Gur Gobind 
Singh Ji with gaiety and 
fervor and remind the sacri-
fices made by Guru Gobind 
Ji. The younger sons Jorawar 
Singh and Fateh Singh were 
tortured and bricked alive 
in sihind, whereas two elder 
sons Ajit singh and jujhar 
singh attained martyrdom 
in the battle of Chamkaur 
in Punjab. Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji alone is known as 
a spiritual Hero who fights 
in defence of righteousness. 
The world has never seen a 
man, a divine Messenger, 
a warrior, a prophet, an 
emperor as great as Guru 
Gobind Singh. He is often 
revered as Sabans Dani 
(Merciful donor who sacri-
ficed his all). The the Parkash 
Purv celebrated as decided 
by Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandak Committee Amritsar 
and Akal Takhat Sahib the 
supreme seat of authority in 
Sikhism. The speakers from 
the stage gave reminder to 

the Government of JKUT 
as well as Government of 
India and demanded. The 
Sikh Sanagat also thanked 
and announced to the Prime 
Minister Shri Narinder 
Modi for 26th December Bal 
Beer Diwas in the memory 
of 4 Sahib Ziday It is also 
demanded that the qouta for 
refugee unemployed youths 
be fixed in recruitment at par 
with other reservations for 
SC ST categories. The Pun-
jabi language be  given the 
status of official language as 

LG Jammu and Kashmir UT 
promised. Out of eight seats 
for assembly and two seats 
for Parliament four seats of 
assembly and one of parlia-
ment be allotted to Sikhs of 
Jammu province and four 
seats of assembly and one 
of parliament be allotted to 
Sikhs of Kashmir province. 
It is also demanded that the 
quota for recruitment be 
fixed  to provide the job to 
educated unemployed who 
belong to Sikh minority com-
munity. The  representation 

to a Sikh be given in the 
service selection board and 
as a Sikh advisor. It is also 
demanded that the pending 
rehabilitation Rs 24.5 lakh 
out of 30 lakhs be released 
in favour of refugees of Paki-
stan occupied Kashmir who 
displaced from POK in 1947 
as promised by prime min-
ister of India  Sh Narinder 
Modi during a election rally 
in Jammu and Kashmir. It is 
also demanded that a Sikh 
be appointed as a judge of 
High court of JKUT  because 

no Sikh has been appointed 
as judge of High court in 74 
years

It is also demanded that an 
advisor to Lieutenant gover-
nor Jammu Kashmir UT be 
appointed from Sikh com-
munity while concluding the 
celebration Shriman Mahant 
Manjit singh ji of Shriromani 
Dera Nangali  

Sahib poonch (J&k)  
asked the Sangat to follow 
the preachings of guru 
Gobind Singh Ji and serve 
the humanity above caste, 
colour, creed, region and 
religion as all are equal in 
the eyes of almighty. Mahant 
Sahib said that it is the 
duty of parents to provide 
adequate education to their 
children to make them good 
citizen and give attention to 
save from drugs, alcohol and 
other social evils which may 
spoil their career.

Those who participated in 
the Parkash purv were. S, 
Mohinder Singh Chief Orga-
nizer Bhai Kanaya Nishkam 
Sewa Society J&K and Ex- 
Member DGPC Jammu,  S. 
Darbinder Singh President 
Shiromani Akali Dal J&K, S. 
Rajinder Singh General Sec-
retary Shiromani Akali Dal 

J&K, S.Gajan Singh President 
J&K Motor Transport Com-
pany Association,S. Raja 
Singh Sarpanch member 
DGPC Jammu,  S. Ravin-
der Singh Sarpanch & Gen-
eral Secretary Shiromani 
Akali Dal J&K, S. Kulwant 
Singh  Khajuria Joint Sec-
retary Shiromani Akali Dal 
J&K, S. S. Charanjeet Singh 
retired SDM, Prof. Yudhvir 
Singh Corporator,  S. Charan 
Singh Bali Convenor, Kash-
mir Province Shiromani 
Akali Dal J&K, S. Surinder 
Singh Kala President Fruit 
and Vegetable association S. 
Surjeet Singh Kukoo Presi-
dent Sikh Naujawan Sabha, 
S. Harpreet Singh Chhotu 
President Youth Akali Dal 
J&K, Smt. Kuldeep Kour 
President Istri Akali Dal 
J&K, Smt. Gurmeet Kour 
General Secretary Istri Akali 
Dal J&K, S.Harpeet Singh 
Lucky President Sikh Stu-
dent Federation S. Manmo-
han Singh Chairman Gole 
Gujral, S. Rasbir Singh, Kul-
deep Singh Malik, S.Kulwant 
Singh, S.Kultar Singh, and S. 
Tejpal Singh, S. Jagmohan 
Singh President Gurdwara 
Sec 14 Nanak Nagar, S. 
Surinder Singh Dutt.

Prakash Utsav of Guru Gobind Singh celebrated with religious fervor, gaiety

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9:  355th  

Parkash Parv of 10th 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji  cel-
ebrated today at Digiana 
Ashram, Jammu. In this 
connection, the Gurmat 
Smagam  organized 
under the chairmanship 
of Mahant Manjit Singh of 
Shiromani Dera Nangali 
Sahib Poonch. Various 
leaders of Sikh organiza-
tions of J&K, and Ragies, 
religious preachers and 

leaders of political and 
social organizations par-
ticipated in the Smagam. 
JKPCC Working Presi-
dent  and former Min-
ister Raman Bhalla also 
participated in Gurmat 
Smagam  and spoke on 
life and history of 10th 
Guru who sacrificed 
lives of his whole family 
for the sake of the coun-
try and religion.  On the 
occasion, Mahant Manjit 
Singh  also presented 
Siropa  to Raman Bhalla. 

Addressing the congre-
gation, Bhalla described 
unity in diversity hall-
mark of J&K’s pluralistic 
ethos. He also eulogized 
the role of Sikh commu-
nity in socio-economic 
field.He called on collec-
tive efforts for steering 
J&K  to the pinnacles of 
development, progress, 
peace and prosperity. He 
said Congress is commit-
ted to upliftment of the 
people of J&K, irrespec-
tive of caste, creed and 
colour. Referring to the 
demands put forth by 
the Sikh Sangat, Bhalla 
assured that he will proj-
ect all these issues before 
the Govt as a representa-
tive and an advocate of 
the Community. He also 
assured the gathering 
that his party is seized of 
the problems faced by the 
people and all necessary 
measures will be taken to 
mitigate their grievances.  

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9: Senior 

BJP leader and former 
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Kavinder Gupta 
on Sunday said that 
the announcement of 
observing Veer Baal 
Diwas on December 26 
by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is a fit-
ting tribute to the valour 
of the sons of Guru 
Gobind Singh, the tenth 
Guru of the Sikh Com-
munity. 

He said this during the 
Gurpurab celebrations 
of Guru Gobind Singh, 
the tenth Sikh Guru 
here at Digiana Ashram.  
Mahant Manjit Singh 
was also present on the 
occasion.

The BJP stalwart said 
that Prime Minister 
has taken the right step 
towards recognizing the 
sacrifice of the brave and 
righteous sons of Guru 
Gobind Singh. “On this 
darkest of days, the 
youngest hero and brav-
est comrade of Sikhism, 
Sahibzada Fateh Singh, 
who was the youngest 
of Guru Gobind Singh’s 

four sons, Sahibzada 
Zorawar Singh, his 
elder brother and Mata 
Gujar Kaur, his grand-
mother sacrificed their 
lives for their faith and 
the right to remain 
Sikhs”, he said, adding 
that PM Modi’s move 
to observe the day as 
Veer Baal Diwas will 
give an opportunity to 
the people of the nation 
to go through the diffi-
culties which the coun-
trymen faced under the 
rule of invaders and 
how the nation was 
freed from the clutches 
of unprincipled and bar-
baric rulers by the most 
courageous of those 
times.

Kavinder said that 
this move should have 
been taken soon after 
the country attained 
the independence but 
the then governments 
never bothered to high-
light the heroism and 
valour of the aboriginals 
and were interested in 
placating the foreign 
rulers for their vested 
interests. He said that 
the pragmatic move by 
the PM is a real tribute 

to the quest of Guru 
Gobind Singh and his 
entire family for justice 
and uprightness of the 
people of the country 
irrespective of their 
colour, caste and creed.

Quoting PM Modi’s 
tweet, The senior BJP 
leader said that the 
valour and principles 
of Mata Gujri, Guru 
Gobind Singh, and four 
Sahibzade give strength 
to millions of country-
men as the aforesaid 
never bowed before 
injustice.

Earlier, while extend-
ing greetings to the 
people on the occasion 
of Gurpurab of Guru 
Gobind Singh, Kavinder 
said that people should 
take a cue from the life 
of Guru Gobind Singh 
as there is no one who 
can match the creden-
tials of the tenth Sikh 
Guru, who sacrificed 
his entire family for the 
cause of Dharma and 
never fought for per-
sonal gains rather his 
every little step was for 
the righteousness and 
dignity of the people of 
India.

Veer Baal Diwas on Dec 26, PM Modi’s fitting 
tribute to valour of Sahibzadas: Kavinder

Bhalla visits Digiana Ashram to celebrate 355th  
Parkash Parv of 10th Guru Gobind Singh Ji  
Mahant Manjit Singh  ,Shiromani Dera Nangali Sahib 

Poonch  presents Siropa  to Raman Bhalla  

Top News Report
REASI, Jan 9: EK YUDH, 

NASHE KE VIRUDH an 
initiative of District Police 
Reasi, is picking up the 
pace with each passing day 
& spreading in every nook 
and corner of the district 
Reasi, a number of drug 
peddlers are being booked 
under this drive along 
with seizure of banned 
drugs. Today Reasi Police 
achieved a major success 
on this front and recov-
ered Rs.14.35 lakh of drug 
money along with 26 chall-
ies of charas from the pos-
session of a notorious drug 
peddler Bashir Ahmed. 

Team of Reasi Police 
at naka  Sool Kakriyal 
during checking and frisk-
ing of vehicles noticed  
suspicious movement 
and  stopped one scooty 
bearing registration No. 
JK 20B 4527 plying from 
Manthal towards Kakriyal. 
During checking 10 chall-
ies of Charas like substance 
alongwith Rs.2 lakh cash 
recovered from the pos-
session of the rider of the 
scooty identified as Bashir 
Ahmed S/O Sharief  R/O 
Chak Bhagta tehsil Katra 
district Reasi. 

On this case FIR No 
07/2022 U/S 8, 20, 25 
NDPS Act stands reg-
istered at Police Station 
Katra and accused arrest-
ed, banned drug & drug 
money alongwith Vehicle 
was seized for further 
investigation to unearth 
forward and backward 
linkages in the case.

During preliminary inter-
rogation Bashir further 
disclosed that he had col-
lected Rs.12.35 Lacs more 
money after selling drugs 
to the youth and is kept 
in his house. On his dis-
closure Police team along-
with Executive Magistrate 
(Naib Tehsildar Panthal) 
raided and recovered 
drug money Rs.12.35 lakh 
along with more chhalies 
of charas in the presence of 
Executive Magistrate from 
his house. Thus a total of 
Rs. 14.35 Lacs drug money 
& 26 chhalies are seized in 

the case till now, whereas 
further investigation into 
the case is going on. The 
accused has no other rea-
sonable source of income 
to have accumulated this 
big amount of cash.

Accused Bashir a noto-
rious drug peddler of 
the area earlier remained 
involved in drug peddling 
case FIR no 22/2020 US 8, 
20, 29 NDPS Act of Police 
station Reasi and is facing 
trial in the case.

Terming the cash 
recovey a big success Sh 
Shailender Singh Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
Reasi Conveyed that it 
will be set back for those 
who are involved in this 
dirty business, he added 
that war against drugs 
abuse under the banner 
“EK YUDH NASHE KE 
VIRUDH” will continue 
at all costs.

Under the drive, Reasi 
Police registered 205 
Case FIRs of drug abuse  
against 249 offenders since 
Mr Shailender took over 
the charge of SSP Reasi in 
ending March 2021.

Singh conveyed that 
to deal with drug abuse 
we need a multipronged 
strategy and Reasi Police 
is working on it.  Further 
shared that doors of Reasi 
Police are always open for 
the addicts who are ready 
to shun the path of drug 
abuse and they will be 
sent to de-addiction cen-
ters on priority basis for 
their rehabilitation into 
the mainstream. On the 
other hand giving tough 
message for drug peddlers 
Mr Singh added that those 
who are involved in this 
vicious cycle shall be dealt 
strictly and some of them 
will be booked under 
Public Safety Act ( PSA) 
in near future. 

SSP appealed that to 
eradicate this menace 
from society and to save 
our future generations cit-
izens should come out of 
their shells to  strengthen 
the Anti-Narcotics drive 
& must contribute in War 
along with police against 
drug peddlers.

249 drug peddlers arrested 
in 9 months : Reasi Police

Top News Report
POONCH, Jan 9:  Jammu and Kashmir 

National Conference on Saturday expressed 
serious concern over the lackadaisical attitude 
of the administration in meeting the exigencies 
in the wake of the heavy downpour and snow-
fall in the District Poonch, saying heavily accu-
mulated snowfall has put life in haywire and  
residents of the the upper reaches of Poonch 
in dire straits. 

Interacting with people during his visit to 
affected areas, Provincial President Youth 
National Conference and former legislator from 
Poonch, Aijaz Jan said the absence of snow 
clearance machines in the affected areas, adding 
that majority of the hamlets in the district, 
particularly the upper reaches, have become 
landlocked  with the main town due to huge 
accumulation of snow on the roads. 

He lamented that the administration is yet 
to wake up from the slumber to restore power 
and water supply and take measures for snow 
clearance in the far flung areas. 

Aijaz Jan noted that the heavy down pour 
and snow has hugely affected the local popu-
lace in the entire district, particularly in Gali 
Maidan, Sawjiyan, Sadwi, Paghwadi, Cham-
bar Kinari, Atoli, Peeran, Malkan, upper, 
Morban,Loran,Barachad,Bayela, Shahpur, 
Kaerni,Haweli, Saloniyan upper,Bandi Kaman 
Khan and Fatehpur Islamabad. He said people 
can’t leave their homes in most of the villages 

as the roads are inundated with slush and snow 
accumulated since yesterday. 

He expressed regret that the concerned 
departments vested with the responsibility of 
snow clearance from roads are yet to show their 
presence with men and machinery to discharge 
their designated duties. “The weather vagaries 
have been compounded with the shortage of 
ration at the local PDS stores, and acute scarcity 
of Kerosine and LPG cylinders,” he said. 

While seeking immediate redressal of griev-
ances of the general public in view of snowfall 
and heavy rains in the district, Jan impressed 
upon the administration  to ensure that the 
road connectivity and public utility services 
are restored in the district without any further 
delay.

“PDD, PHE, FCSCA officials in the district 
should be held accountable and  the restora-
tion of power supply, clearance of snow from 
the roads, adequacy of food items, fuel, water 
supply, availability of medicines and other 
basic amenities should be ensured,” the Provin-
cial Youth National Conference President said.

During his tour to the far-flung areas affect-
ed by heavy snow, Aijaz Jan was accompa-
nies among others by  Khalil lone, Mubashar 
Banday, Ab Razak, Farooq Lone, Waqar, 
Mukhtar Rathoor, Choudhary Shabir, Imtiaz 
Banday, Abdul Jabar Tantary, Akram Banday 
and Saleem Lone.

Aijaz Jan visits rain, snow hit areas of Poonch, interacts with locals
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Top News Report

JAMMU,  Jan 9: A 
Bhajan Satsang pro-
gramme was organized 
by Mahila Bhajan Man-
dali in Guru Gyagi 

Ashram at Shahzadpur 
here today, in which a 
large number of devo-
tees participated.

Shri R.L.Kaith said 
that the Bhajans in 
every house and temple 

symbolize Hindu cul-
ture and help to quiet 
the mind so that the 
heart can open to the 
divine, allowing us to 
taste the blissful reality 
that is our true nature.

Besides, special langar 
(feast) was also orga-
nized by Mahant Amar 
Nath, from which all 
sangat partook Prasad.

Among those par-
ticipated in the Bhajan 
Satsang programme 
included JMC Corpora-
tor Naib Subedar Rash-
pal Bhardwaj, Naib 
Subedar (Retd) Rachpal 
Chand Bassa, Havildar 
Des Raj Kaith, Dilay 
Ram Kaith, Rachpal 
Kaith, Hans Raj Loria, 
Tilak Raj Bassa and 
others.

Bhajan Satsang programme 
held in Guru Gyagi Ashram 

at Shahzadpur 
Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: Social 
activist andPresident 
Sarv Shakti Sena (SSS), 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
Rajan Gupta today dis-
tributed warm clothes 
and masks among the 
needy people at Bahu 
Fort Temple here today.

Mahant Bitta ji who 
was present on the occa-
sion appreciated the 
philanthropic efforts 
of Rajan Gupta as part 
of which he distrib-
uted warm clothes and 
masks among the need 
section of the society. 
He also lauded him 
for the selfless efforts 
initiated by him in the 
service of the society. 
The Mahant prayed to 
the Mother Goddess 
‘Maa Bawe Wali Mata’ 
to bestow the Sarva 
Shakti President with 
more strength, enthu-

siasm and good health 
for pursuing his acts of 
generosity and philan-
thropy in the times to 
come. 

In his address on the 
occasion, Rajan Gupta 
said that in view of 
temperature plunging 
low due to incessant 
rains in the plains and 
snowfall in the higher 
reaches during the past 

few days I made a small 
endeavour to provide 
these needy people 
the necessary clothes 
including woolens to 
keep themselves warm 
during the harsh winter 
cold. Moreover keep-
ing in view the sudden 
rise in Covid positive 
cases reported during 
the past couple of days 
in Jammu I thought of 

providing them masks 
as an important gear 
for protection from the 
deadly virus. He assert-
ed that the underprivi-
leged and poor people 
constitute a substantial 
part of the society and 
there is a dire need to 
take care of their basic 
needs so that they can 
also get proactively 
involved in the develop-

ment of the society and 
the nation.

Rajan said, “ Feel-
ing it to be my social 
responsibility to come 
forward in the aforesaid 
direction, I have tried to 
provide the needy lot a 
little bit of comfort by 
donating winter wear 
clothes to prevent them 
from falling victim to 
harsh cold.” 

He assured to con-
tinue his philanthropic 
and charitable endeav-
ours in future too and 
provide every kind of 
help whenever needed 
by the needy and poor 
people. 

He appealed to the 
youth to volunteer 
themselves in serving 
this underprivileged 
section of the society for 
the better future of the 
society at large besides 
gaining their blessings.

Social worker distributes warm clothes, masks among needy

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: With 
the aim of developing 
the pedagogical and 
research skills of vari-
ous faculty members, a 
6 days All India Council 
of Technical Education, 
New Delhi (AICTE) 
& Maharaja Ranjeet 
Singh Punjab Technical 
University (MRSPTU), 
Bathinda  sponsored 
online faculty devel-
opment program on 
“Advances in Pharma-
ceutical Research” was 
organized by Aryans 
College of Pharmacy, 
Rajpura, Near Chan-
digarh. Dr. Bhupinder 
Singh Bhoop, Profes-
sor, University Insti-
tute of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Panjab Uni-
versity, Chandigarh 
was the Chief Guest 
& Dr. Ashish Baldi, 

Dean, R&D, MRSPTU, 
Bathinda was Guest of 
Honor of the inaugural 
ceremony. Dr. Anshu 
Kataria, Chairman, 
Aryans Group presided 
over the program. Hun-
dreds of faculty from 
various pharmacy col-
leges across nation reg-
istered as participants.

Dr. Bhoop while 
addressing said that the 
time has changed phar-
macy into a multidis-
ciplinary subject with 

core research domains, 
including pharmacog-
nosy, pharmaceutical 
biotechnology, phar-
maceutical analysis, 
pharmaceutical chem-
istry, pharmacology 
and pharmaceutics. Dr. 
Baldi said that over the 
years, pharmaceutical 
scientists have been 
instrumental in discov-
ering and developing 
innovative drugs that 
save thousands of peo-
ple’s lives and improve 

the quality of life. Now 
the research has moved 
to the next-generation 
era of drug discovery, 
he highlighted.

In this program vari-
ous pharma experts 
including Dr. Bikash 
Medhi, Professor, Phar-
macology, Post Gradu-
ate Institute of Medical 
Research (PGIMER), 
C h a nd ig a rh ,  D r. 
Shivani Juneja Bedi, 
Head, Clinical Pharma-
cology, Fortis Hospital, 
Mohali, Dr. Raj Kumar, 
Professor, Medicinal 
Chemistry, Central Uni-
versity of Punjab, Bath-
inda, Dr. Sushma Singh, 
Faculty, National Insti-
tute of Pharmaceutical 
Education & Research 
(NIPER), Mohali, Dr. 
Gurpreet Kaur; Dr. 
Richa Shri, Professor, 
Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences & Drug Research, 

Punjabi University, 
Patiala etc. would inter-
act with the registered 
faculty members.

On the occasion Dr. 
Prasanta Das, Princi-
pal, Aryans College of 
Pharmacy & Dr. Krish-
na Singla, Principal, 
Aryans Pharmacy Col-
lege were present. Vari-
ous pharmacy topics 
including Analysis and 
pharmaceutical qual-
ity assurance, Clini-
cal pharmacology and 
translational research, 
Drug discovery & 
Development, Manu-
facturing science and 
engineering, Pharma-
cokinetics, Pharmaco-
dynamics, Drug metab-
olism, Regulatory sci-
ence, ensuring quality 
and safety etc. will be  
discussed during these 
6 days.

Inauguration of AICTE- MRSPTU sponsored six 
days faculty development program held at Aryans

Top News Report

REASI, Jan 9: Apni Party Vice Presi-
dent and Former Minister Aijaz 
Ahmed Khan urged LG administration 
to restore road connectivity, electricity 
and health care services in the upper 
reaches of Reasi and Ramban districts.

In a statement to the press, Khan said 
that the heavy rains and snowfall in 
upper reaches has made the situation 
worse for the people living in remote 
and inaccessible areas of both the 
above said districts in the last three 
days.

 “We have received reports from 
upper reaches of Ramban and Reasi dis-
trict i.e., Banihal,Gool, Ramban, Khari, 
Batote, Ramsoo, Gandri, Rajgarh area 
of Ramban District and Tehsil Chas-
sana, Mahore, Thuroo, Gulab Garh, 
Thakrakote, Pooni,Bhomag,Reasi, 
Arnas of Reasi District and remote 
places have been cut off from rest of the 
world due to heavy rains due to heavy 
rains and snowfall,” he said.

He said that the people living in these 

upper reaches should be provided 
immediate medical care and ration be 
airdropped with the help of choppers 
of Indian Air Force.

 “The medical teams should be dis-
patched in the above said areas and 
immediate relief compensation be 
issued by the respective administra-
tion in favour of the people whose 
structures have been damaged in the 
inclement weather conditions,” he said.

He further said that the electricity has 
been snapped in many of the upper 
reaches from two days which should 
be restored as early as possible.

He also demanded that the teams of 
revenue officials should be constituted 
to make an assessment of the losses 
suffered by the people in these remote 
places.

He urged personal intervention of 
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha so that the 
people who suffered losses should be 
given immediate relief compensation, 
provided needed health care facility, 
ration, electricity and blocked roads 
should be restored.

Aijaz Ahmed Khan urges LG 
administration to make assessment 

of losses in Ramban, Reasi

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Jan 9: Despite widespread 
heavy snowfall in District Rajouri, DD 
Gas Agency, distributor of Hindu-
stan Petroleum Corporation Limited 
(HPCL) has continued with its supply 
of LPG cylinders in the snowbound 
remote areas of the District.  

The aforesaid gas agency undeterred 
by the unprecedented snowfall in the 
entire belt has remain forerunner 

in providing succor to the people of 
Rajouri District by ensuring continu-
ous supply of LPG cylinders in far-
flung areas including  Budhal, Kotran-
ka, Thannamandi, Dhongi, Palma and 
other areas which can be reached after 
passing through difficult hilly terrains.  

When Assistant Director F,CS &CA 
District Rajouri Arif Lone contacted 
the aforesaid gas agency to know about 
the status of delivery of LPG cylinders 
in the District, he was informed that 
the despite all odds and heavy snowfall 
in the region the supply has not been 
interrupted and people are getting LPG 
cylinders at their doorsteps.   Upon this, 
the Assistant Director FCS&CA appre-
ciated the efforts of delivery boys and 
distributor of LPG for delivering cyl-
inders under such adverse conditions. 
Dinesh Kumar Sales Manager Jammu 
Sales Area informed that Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd is trying 
its level best to continue LPG supply in 
all the remote areas of Jammu region.

Undeterred by heavy snowfall, 
HPCL gas agency continues to 

deliver LPG cylinders in RajouriTop News Report

BANIHAL Jan 9: National 
Conference leader and District 
president, Ramban Mir Sajjad 
Shaheen has

urged the administration to 
take immediate relief mea-
sures in view of the fresh spell 
of heavy snowfall in District 
Ramban particularly in Banihal 
constituency.

He said that Banihal and it’s 
peripheral areas that Include 
Amkote, Thachi, Nowgam, 
Tethar, Lamber, Kaskoot, Cha-
reel, Ashar, Trigam, Khari, 
Mahu-Mangit, Sarachi, Neel, 
Chaknarwah, Chaka, Sarba-
gni, Pogal, Paristan, Allinbass, 
Bingara , Senabati, Kutji, Aram-
dakha, Bawa, Phago, Hinjhal, 
Dardahi, Dhak, Kharwan, 
Runigam, Sumar, Bajmasta and 
other areas have been worstly 
hit as these areas have received 
major snowfall which has mul-

tiplied people’s problems in 
these areas. 

He said that the administra-
tion must take some concrete 
steps to address the crisis like 
situation.

Shaheen said that the ongoing 
heavy snowfall has compound-
ed the problems of people in 
district Ramban particularly 
Banihal and it’s far off areas 
due to complete break down of 
essential services like Electric-
ity and drinking water besides 
shortage of ration, Kerosene oil 
and cooking gas. 

The snowfall has also caused 
massive damage to orchards 
besides damage to some resi-
dential houses in various areas 
as well.

He further said that the major 
link roads that include Banihal-
Thachi- Mangit road, Banihal- 
Lamber road,  Banihal-Chanjloo 
road,  Nachlana-Mahu road, 
Bawa-Trigam road, Chamal-

was-Neel road, Banihal-Hinjhal 
road,  Chamalwas-Chaknarwa 
,Hewagan- Neel -Zarari roads, 
Ukharhal-Pogal-Maligam- Pan-
chal -Senabati- Allinbas roads,  
Sumar-Bajmasta-Varnihal road 
and Hingni road that have been 
blocked due to snow and land-
slides should be restored imme-
diately and the transport ser-
vices resumed so that essential 
supplies could reach to these 
areas.

Expressing concern over the 
plight of the villagers and poor 
people particularly living in far 
flung and remote areas have yet 
to see any response from the 
authorities concerned regard-
ing ration delivery, electricity 
restoration, and snow clearance 
in many areas adding that “the 
administration has failed in its 
prompt response in restora-
tion of essential services and 
redressal of issues confronted 
to people in rural areas.

Shaheen said that most of 
the remote areas in the district 
lack proper drinking water 
supply and the people are 
mostly dependent upon natu-
ral streams. 

“The people in these areas are 
facing serious drinking water 
crises as they have to cover 
long distances to fetch drink-
ing water in such harsh winter 
conditions.

Shaheen has urge upon the 
Administration to expedite 
restoration work and ensure 
supply of essential services to 
the people at war footing basis.

He has also appealed to the 
administration to depute teams 
to snow hit areas and have a 
comprehensive survey con-
ducted to assess the losses to 
the orchards and residential 
houses due to heavy snowfall 
in District Ramban and pro-
vide adequate assistance to the 
affected families.

Take concrete steps to handle the crisis in 
Snow hit areas: Sajjad Shaheen

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: Today, 
in the Peerkho temple in 
ward 03, a Shardhanjali 
Shamahro was organ-
ised to remember Peer 
Shiv Nath Ji on his 18th 
Death Anniversary i.e. 
9th January,2022.

The Shardhanjali 
Shamahro started off 
with Ramayan Path 
to remember the great 
soul of Peer Shiv Nath 
Ji followed by Langar.

Remembering the 
great soul of Peer Shiv 
Nath Ji on his 18th death 
anniversary, Peer Ratan 
Nath ji, Peer Rajinder 
Nath ji , Deputy mayor 

pu r n i m a sh a r m a 
,Mahant Rajesh bittu 
ji, Mahant Dutt giri ji 
Maharaj, Swami Yogi 
Nath ji and Karan Nath  
ji , Yogi nath ji, Pawan 
Nath ji, Dharti Nath ji, 
kusum Nath ji,Mahant  
appealed to the public 

to heavily  participate 
in the Shardhanjali Sha-
mahro and keeping in 
mind the COVID-19 fur-
ther appealed the public 
and devotees to wear 
masks and practice 
social distancing while 
visiting the temple.

Peer Shiv Nath ji Shardhanjali Shamahro 
organises at Peerkho Temple

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: Rash-
triya Atal Sena a Social 
organisation State 
General Secretary 
Shahnawaz Ahanger 
appealed for Com-
pensation to a Power 
Development Depart-
ment daily wager who 
sustained injuries after 
falling of an electric pole 
in Bogund village of 
South Kashmir Kulgam 
district. Ahanger Said 
PDD daily wager who 
is identified as Shabir 
Ahmad Dar, son of 
Mohammad Ismail 
Dar of Bogund Kulgam 

was repairing electric-
ity line this morning 
when he fell  from an 
electric pole in Bogund 
Kulgam. Ahanger Said 
His said colleagues 
accompanying the 
daily wager immedi-
ately took him to Dis-
trict hospital Kulgam 
for treatment where 
from doctors referred 
him to Srinagar for 
advanced treatment, 
Ahanger Appealed LG 
administration for com-
pensation to the Shabir 
Ahmad Dar, son of 
Mohammad Ismail Dar 
of Bogund Kulgam as 
an earliest.

Shahnawaz Ahanger 
appeals for Compensation to 

PDD daily wager Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: Amid 
third wave of COVID-
19 coupled with harsh 
winters and heavy 
snowfall, Indian army 
is not only guarding the 
borders but also facili-
tating the citizens. The 
Mendhar Gunners went 
beyond their call of duty 
and provided assistance 
in the form of cooked 
food for the migrant 
labourers in the area. In 
addition essential items 
to include winter cloth-
ing, gloves and blankets 
were also distributed.

The Mendhar Gun-
ners are doing this for 
last three days, despite 

bad weather and heavy 
snowfall. They are 
going to nearby villages 
and extending helping 

hand to the villagers. 
This humane gesture 
has been highly appre-
ciated by all.

Indian Army distributes food and 
essential items to the needy in Mendhar



11LOCAL Top News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, January 09, 2022

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, Jan 
9: Exon R&B Divi-
sion Qazigund, Riyaz 
Ahmad Along with 
President MCDV Mohd 
Iqbal & Tehsildar Dooru 
Khalid Zaffer visited 
Dooru Sub Division to 
take stock of the snow 
clearance and avail-
ability of essentials in 
Dooru area.

A m o n g  o t h e r 
officers,Aee  and JE’s 
DDC Member Larkip-
ora Shabir Ahmad Dar 
was accompained with 
Exon R&B.

AEE PDD apprised 
the tehsildar that 

power supply has been 
restored to the entire 
Sub Division.Tehsildar 
Dooru directed the 
concerned SDH Dooru 
authoritirs to ensure 
the availability of doc-
tors & paramedical staff 
round the clock, main-
taining of duty roster, 
attendance, cleanliness, 
proper heating arrange-
ments, displaying of the 
information regarding 
various centrally spon-
sored schemes. He fur-
ther directed for main-
taining of records for 
various kinds of tests, 
institutional deliveries, 
referrals and conduct of 
VHNDs regularly.

Exon R&B urges 
authorities clear all 
roads and make con-
nectivity smooth every-
where. He also told 
there were no reports 
coming from any corner 
regarding slow clear-

ance.
While Speaking with 

Media R&B Exon Riysz 
Ahmad told  that all the 
roads have been snow 
cleared and connectiv-
ity has been restored by 
the concerned depart-

ment in the Dooru Sub 
Division.

Later on R&B Exon 
Riyaz Ahmad met with 
R&B Officials get all 
data regarding snow 
clearance in area and 
direct perform the 
their duty with zeal 
and common masses 
couldn’t be face any dif-
ficulty.

Besides MC president 
Mohd Iqbal Ahanger 
& DDC Shabir Ahmad 
Dar  said our men and 
machinery peform their 
job to clear snow every 
corner of Dooru Shah-
bad and connectivity 
from everywhere has 
been restored.

Exon R&B accompanied with MC President & Tehsildar 
Dooru reviews snow clearance Progress in Shahbaad 

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 9: BSF 
on Sunday airlifted four 
patients to the district 
headquarters Kupwara 
from snow-bound Tang-
dhar sector in north 
Kashmir for medical 
attention.

Official sources told 

that on request of dis-
trict administration 
Kupwara, BSF evacu-
ated (Airlifted) four 
patients due to the clo-
sure of Sadhna Top, the 
only road towards Kup-
wara headquarters.

They said that all the 
four patients were air-
lifted from the snow-

bound Tangdhar sector 
to district headquarters 
for medical attention 
amid the closure of the 
only road, which passes 
through Sadhna Top.

“The four evacuated 
patients include men, 
women from Tangdhar 
sector”, they said.

Notably, Tangdhar 
(Karnah) sector is 
among the three major 
areas close to the border 
areas that remain out 
bounds for at least six 
months of the winter 
season due to the heavy 
snowfall and the only 
road remain affected 
and witness snow and 
mudslides.

BSF Airlifts four patients from 
Snow-Bound Tangdhar Sector

Top News Report

KUPWARA, Jan 9: 
Troops of  Indian Army, 
Kupwara Terriers on 
sunday cleared a snow-
covered road in Warsun 
Kralpora a remote area 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Kupwara district. 
The snow clearance 
drive was conducted 
by Warsun Company  of 
160 Inf BN TA under the 
supervision of Lieuten-
ant Colonel DVS Patha-
nia. A link road con-
necting a remote part 
of Kashmiri Warsun 
with Gujjar Warsun was 
cleared by the troops of 
Warsun Coy with the 
help of locals.

Company Command-
er,  Kupwara Terriers 
Warsun Company took 
the initiative after it was 
informed that the  road 
connectivity between 
Gujjar Warsun and 
Kashmiri Warsun had 

been blocked for the 
past five days due to 
heavy snowfall  leaving 
Gujjar Warsun  village 
cut-off from the other 
parts of the distt due 
to which the villagers 
were devoid of basic 
facilities, including reg-
ular supplies as well as 
primary health care.

“Army took the noble 
initiative to carry out 
the snow clearance by 
applying concerted 
efforts and help from 
the locals of  the area. 

The drive  involved 
clearing of snow on the 
road and removal of  
debris which was effi-
ciently carried out. 

T h i s  p r o a c t i ve 
approach and extended 
outreach ensured open-
ing of the road thereby 
facilitating movement 
of locals who were cut 
off for the past five days.

The locals conveyed 
their gratitude to the 
men in uniform for the 
the kind of assistance  
they provided.

Indian Army clears snow-covered 
road in Warsun Kralpora

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 9: 
Expressing concern over 
disruption of power and 
drinking water supply 
due to incessant rains 
and snow fall in  Kash-
mir valley including 
Khansahib and Budgam 
areas , Chairman Peo-
ple’s Democratic Front 
( PDF )Hakeem Yaseen 
has urged the govern-
ment to put in extra 
measures to mitigate 
hardships of the affect-
ed people .

In a statement issued 
on Saturday Hakeem 

Yaseen while express-
ing serious concern 
over the disruption 
of essential services 
due to incessant rains 
and snow ,has pooh-
poohed government 
claims about prepared-
ness ,  in anticipation , to 
deal with the situation 
arising out of the snow 
fall.  He said, despite red 
alert warning issued by 
the Metrology depart-
ment  , the administra-
tion has failed to face 
the situation . “ Not only 
electric  and drinking 
water supply has got  
disrupted , but water 

stagnation has affected 
even  transport move-
ment in far-flung areas 
of Khansahib area  put-
ting the people espe-
cially patients to great 
inconvenience .

He said due closure of 
National Highway-44 , 
availability of essential 
commodities has also 
been hit badly putting 
the consumers are at 
the mercy of hoarders. 
“ Prices of essential 
commodities in the 
market were beyond 
the purchasing capac-
ity of common men ,” 
Hakeem Yaseen said 

adding that adminis-
tration has been caught 
napping  to be. 

He said despite taking 
high-level  meetings 
about the prepared-
ness of the government 
in the wake of routine 
snow fall and rains and 
formation of disaster 
management teams at 
various levels to oversee 
the situation  , there was 
nothing  tangible visible  
on the ground .

 PDF Chairman has 
urged the government 
to revitalize its men and 
machinery to provide 
immediate succor to the 

people . “ Electric and 
drinking water supply 
need to be restored 
on war footing basis  
besides removing stag-
nant  waters from the 
low lying areas ,  where 
people were   reeling 
under the threat of flood 
like situation , Hakeem 
Yaseen stressed . 

He has urged the 
government to restore 
traffic movement on 
National Highway on 
emergency basis to 
maintain supply posi-
tion in the valley .

Hakeem Yaseen concerned over disruption in  power, 
drinking water supply due to snow, rains  in Khansahib

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9:  The 
foundation day and 
annual festival of Chu-
damani Sanskrit Sanst-
han is being celebrated 
under the joint aegis of 
Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural 
Science and Technol-
ogy Jammu, Central 
Sanskrit University, 
Shri Ranvir Campus 
Jammu and Shri Kailak 
Jyotish and Vedic Trust. 
On this occasion the 
members of the orga-
nizing committee, Prof. 
J. P. Sharma honored 
the Vice Chancellor by 
giving him clothes on 
getting special recogni-
tion from Delhi in the 
field of agriculture. The 
organizing committee 
gave its final approval 
on various points of 
the program. Keeping 
in view the wave of 
Corona, various topics 

were discussed with 
Sanskrit scholars and 
officials in Jammu to 
consider the ceremony 
in a grand format with 
a fixed number. Chuda-
mani Sanskrit Sansthan 
which is in Vishwasthali 
Nagar of Kathua district 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 
On this holy land, well-
known scholar of San-
skrit, Dr. Pandit Uttam 
Chand Shastri Pathak 
ji lit a light for Sanskrit 
culture. From the time 
of his teaching, he used 
to teach weekly Gita, 
Vishnu Sahasranama 
and simple Sanskrit, 
which awakened the 
love of Sanskrit in the 
public mind. Shastri ji, 
who led a devoted life 
to Sanskrit, made an 
effort like Bhagirath 
for the promotion and 
expansion of Sanskrit by 
establishing the Chuda-
mani Sanskrit Sansthan 
Trust in 2003. Presently, 

Chudamani Sanskrit 
Sansthan has got affilia-
tion with the oldest uni-
versity, Sampurnanand 
Sanskrit Vishwavidya-
laya, Varanasi as the 
main center of teaching 
Sanskrit studies across 
the world. Last year on 
15 January 2020, on the 
auspicious occasion of 
Makar Sankranti, the 
formal inauguration of 
the institute has been 
done. In order to enable 
Sanskrit language to 
regain its ancient iden-
tity in this region, a 
plan was decided to call 
Sanskrit scholars from 
all over the country on 
this occasion, and to 
create a Sanskritic envi-
ronment in the society 
through public aware-
ness. The meeting was 
mainly attended by the 
Vice Chancellor of Sher-
e-Kashmir University of 
Agricultural Science and 
Technology, Jammu, 

Prof. J. P. Sharma told 
that today there is a need 
to do organic farming 
according to the season, 
climate, nature and con-
stellation by connecting 
agriculture with Vedic 
Vangmay.On this occa-
sion, connected through 
virtual medium, Mr. 
Shakti Kumar Pathak, 
Chief Security Direc-
tor of Lt. Governor and 
Chief Trustee of Chu-
damani Sanskrit Sanst-
han Trust, emphasized 
on making Sanskrit the 
language of the people. 
He Proposed to work by 
formulating a plan for 
expansion of Sanskrit 
language by celebrating 
99th Birthday of Shastri 
ji and working for com-
plete one year till his 
100th Birthday. 

Director of Central 
Sanskrit University Shri 
Ranvir Campus Kot 
Bhalwal Prof. Madan 
Mohan Jha ji said that 

today again some schol-
ars have been invited 
from Kashi and Jammu 
to bring alive the debate 
tradition of Kashi and 
Kashmir.

Mahant Rohit Shastri, 
the chief trustee of Shri 
Kailak Jyotish and Vedic 
Institute, introduced the 
scholars and gave oral 
respect. Shri Shri 108 
Sant Shri Hareram Das 
Ji Maharaj said that cul-
ture can be protected 
only through Sanskrit.

On this occasion, the 
Principal of the insti-
tute, Acharya Abhishek 
Kumar Upadhyay, in his 
concluding  statement, 
explained in detail the 
various sessions to be 
held on the occasion of 
the annual festival and 
foundation day of the 
institute. In the end, the 
manager of the insti-
tute, Acharya Mahendra 
Upadhyay, thanked all 
the respected members 
of the organizing com-
mittee.

On this occasion, Mr. 
Nitin Doblia, Dr. Prem 
Kumar, Dr. Vishwa 
Gupta, Mr. Prabodh 
Sharma, Mr. Sharad 
Chandra Sharma, Mr. 
Rakesh Gandotra, Dr. 
Sanjay Sharma, Mr. 
Chandrashekhar, Mr. 
Uttam Chand Sharma, 
Dr. Ved Prakash Shas-
tri, Mr. Rajeshwar Shas-
tri, Raj Kumar Shastri ji 
were also present.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 9:  
Human Rights & Anti 
Corruption Forum, 
President, J& K Er. Sajad 
Mushtaq Reshi, Appeal 
to the LG & Provincial 
Administration for the 
Restoration of Electric-
ity, Water and Other 
Essential Services in 
the Valley. Expressed 
deep concern over the 
unavailability of basic 
services and facilities 
in different parts of the 
valley after the rains 

and snowfall. He visit-
ed various areas of Sri-
nagar and Budgam dis-
tricts yesterday where 
he was met by a large 
number of people who 
brought to their notice 
issues related to basic 
necessities like electric-
ity, water and medical 
care. He appealed to the 
provincial administra-
tion to ensure prompt 
provision of essen-
tial services and basic 
necessities in all dis-
tricts around the valley. 
Expressing concern 

over the unwarranted 
rise in prices of food 
items in the markets, 
he urged the concerned 
authorities to form a 
checking scandal to 
determine the markets 
and ensure that the 
traders  Avoid selling 
other items at exorbi-
tant prices and keep 
the essentials available 
to consumers at reason-
able prices. He asked 
the CAPD authorities to 
take immediate action 
in this matter.

HRACF appeals to LG/ Provincial 
Administration for the Restoration of 
Electricity, Water and Other Essential 

Services in the Valley

Annual festival of Chudamani Sanskrit Sansthan / 
last phase meeting of Foundation Day celebrations 
concluded:  Aacharya Abhishek Kumar Upadhyay
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KISHTWAR, Jan 9: On 
the directions of Dis-
trict Magistrate Kisht-
war a team of officials 
headed by Naib Tehsil-
dar Kishtwar, Subaib 
Parvaiz today conduct-
ed market checking at 
Kishtwar Town and 
vicinity. 

The team comprising 
Police officials checked 
various establishments 
in the market. 

The inspection team 
checked the qual-
ity, hygienic condition, 
expiry and rate lists etc 
of Food items and other 
essential commodities. 
During the market 
checking the Veg-
etables/Fruits Shops 
were inspected and the 
unhygienic/rotten veg-
etables/fruits. Besides, 
NT also warned 
Covid-19 Violators for 

not wearing masks at 
public places has been 
realized from the erring 
shopkeepers and viola-
tors on the spot. 

Furthermore, all the 
shopkeepers were also 
cautioned of stringent 

legal action, if they were 
found violating the 
instructions of social 
distance/ not wearing 
masks and other man-
datory directions issued 
by district administra-
tion from time to time.

Naib Tehsildar conducts market 
checking of Kishtwar town

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9: Social activ-
ist Gurmeet Singh Baaghi 
urged the Government to 
enact a concrete policy for the 
regularisation of daily wagers, 
release of the pending wages 
of workers. Many workers have 
been engaged since 2000 and 
onwards but they are not regu-
larized till date. The govern-
ment has failed to address the 

sufferings of daily wagers and 
other  appointees in different 
departments. He said Govern-
ment could not ignore the fact 
that thousands of families were 
dependent on their breadwin-
ners, Govt should immediately  
regularised them in the service. 

It is unfortunate that the gov-
ernment is not releasing wages 
of daily wagers who are work-
ing in different departments. 
They have given their life pre-

cious years to departments, 
served in far flung areas and 
most of are over age, what they 
get after giving their life pre-
cious time to departments.

Baaghi urged to the LG 
Administration that the long 
pending demands of  daily 
wagers who are working in dif-
ferent departments may be con-
sidered as soon as possible, with 
issuance of their regularisation 
and till their wages require to 

be enhanced enabling them to 
feed their families in the pres-
ent hard times. The demands of 
Daily wagers and SPOs are very 
genuine. They should be regu-
larised and other need-based 
employees be brought under 
Minimum Wages Act. The 
exploitation of workers must 
stop and should be regularised 
without any further delay, said 
Baaghi.

Baaghi urges Government to enact a concrete policy for the regularization of 
Daily wagers, SPOs and other appointees in different departments
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If you are not happy with your old laptop 
speed then install New SSD Hard drive 
to Boost their Speed 6 times better than 

before and you can see the difference in all 
applications. Repairing centre of all kinds 

of Laptops and Desktops.

Magic Computers and Communications
17- New Rehari,  Jammu (J&K)
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JAMMU, Jan 9 (Agencies): The 
Jammu-Srinagar national highway 
remained closed for the third day on 
Sunday owing to heavy snowfall and 
multiple landslides in Ramban district 
even as the road clearance agencies 
speeded up the restoration work amid 
improvement in weather, officials said. 
The helicopter service resumed at the 
holy cave shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi 
atop Trikuta hills in Reasi district, while 
efforts are on to restart the battery car 
service, they said.

With improvement in weather after 
days of heavy rain and snowfall across 
Jammu and Kashmir, especially on 
Friday and Saturday, the road clear-
ance operation was intensified to 
restore traffic on the 270-km-long stra-
tegic highway – the only all-weather 
road linking Kashmir with the rest 
of the country. “The restoration is 
not possible today (Sunday) as loose 
debris from the hillocks overlooking 
the highway at various places is still 
flowing down and delaying the clear-
ance operation,” Senior Superintendent 
of Police, Traffic (National Highway), 
Shabir Ahmad Malik said. He said 
the highway is cleared from Jammu 
to Mehar in Ramban, though single-
way at some places. ”The clearance 

work is underway at Cafeteria Morh 
and Maroge where continuous loose 
debris is flowing down, hampering the 
restoration work. Work to restore the 
damaged steel tunnels at Panthiyal and 
Magerkote is underway. ”Clearance 
work at Khooni Nallah is yet to start as 
machinery has to be shifted after work 
at Magerkote,” the officer said.

He said the highway from snow-cov-
ered Ramsu to Banihal is cleared but 
slippery and only a single carriageway 
can be currently used. “From Banihal 

to Railway Chowk, the road is single, 
while both tubes of Qazigund-Banihal 
tunnel are available for single carriage-
way with snow clearance work in prog-
ress,” he said.

The highway was closed for vehicular 
traffic on Friday afternoon shortly after 
it was opened for fresh traffic after two 
days of closure. “Our priority is clear-
ance of over a few dozen stranded pas-
senger vehicles,” the SSP said, adding 
a fresh review on traffic will be taken 
later in the day. The officials said the 

helicopter service to Mata Vaishno Devi 
shrine atop Trikuta hills resumed early 
on Sunday with winter Sun making 
its appearance after five days, much 
to the relief of the people who were 
reeling under intense cold. However, 
the battery car service remained sus-
pended and efforts are on to restore it, 
the officials said, adding the yatra is 
being carried out smoothly. Meanwhile, 
Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah Univer-
sity, Rajouri, has postponed the Ph.D 
entrance test, scheduled for January 12, 
by three days. “In view of the inclem-
ent weather conditions and repeated 
requests of the candidates from the 
valley, the Ph.D entrance test has been 
postponed and will now be held on 
January 15 at the same time and venue 
as notified earlier,” Dean, Academic 
Affairs of the university, Prof Iqbal 
Parwez said.

A spokesperson of the meteorological 
department asked people not to ven-
ture out in avalanche-prone areas and 
remain cautious, especially during the 
next two days. “The weather improved 
significantly in Jammu and Kashmir 
and is likely to remain dry till January 
16. Although the snowfall has ceased, 
the threat of avalanches still exists in 
snow-bound areas,” he said.

Restoration work on Jammu-Srinagar NH speeded up as weather improves

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 9:  The spurt of Omi-
cron COVID-19 has thrown various 
challenges to our Society with the com-
mencement of New Year 2022, forcing 
everyone to be cautious in meeting the 
challenges. 

This position has affected the Homes 
where orphans/widows/handi-
capped/aged persons are lodged. 

In order to provide necessary assis-
tance to such classes of persons, Advo-
cate Kamini Mahajan, Vice-President 
Rani Welfare Society-NGO Jammu 

made available to Home for Aged& 
Infirm and Ved Mandir Balniketan, 
Ambphalla Jammu some essential food 
items of day-today needs and statio-
nery items. 

Mrs Kamini urged the management to 
ensure safety measures against COVID 
for the safety of inmates as well as man-
agement. 

The management thanked Advocate 
Kamini for such timely and substantial 
help and hope that such like persons 
should come forward with same good-
will.  

Kamini Mahajan provides necessary assistance 
to Vridh Ashram / Balniketan

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9: Yet 

another show of the 
new play ‘Love in the 
time of Corona’ staged 
here today at Natrang 
Studio Theatre, Jammu. 
The play has been 
devised and directed 
by Aarushi Thakur 
Rana who is England 
based Theatre Director, 
Writer and Actor. She 
is the first Indian from 
Jammu and Kashmir 
whose directorial debuts 
have been performed in 
the most prestigious 
Nehru Centre, London, 
Mayfair Zoroastrian 
Centre, London in 2019, 
Kala Ghoda Arts festi-
val, Mumbai in 2018, 
Tagore Hall Chandigarh 
in 2018 and Kingdom of 
Dreams, Delhi in 2017.

Natrang consistently 
initiates such creative 
ventures for the youth 
of Jammu in which they 
are given right training 
in acting, dance, sing-
ing, backstage manage-
ment and stagecraft. 
Natrang’s endeavor is 
to bring talented people 

together and give them a 
positive space to explore 
their talents.

Today’s performance 
revolves around a love 
story between Sweety 
and Vicky who are 
childhood sweethearts 
and want to get mar-
ried. They have been 
love-struck since they 
were kids and as they 
grow up, their fondness 
for each other grows. 

After convincing their 
families to allow them 
to get married, they 
get involved with the 
preparations. As the 
preparations are at its 
peak, the world is stuck 
by a pandemic. In India, 
there are covid restric-
tions and only limited 
people are allowed to 
be a part of the wed-
ding festivities. The 
chaos leads the bride’s 

and groom’s families 
into an argument which 
further leads to the can-
cellation of the wedding. 
This leaves the bride 
and groom disheartened 
and what happens next 
is history.

The artists who partici-
pated in the play includ-
ed Meenakshi Bhagat, 
Satyam Mehra, Sanket 
Bhagat, Asma Gul, 
Gautam Sharma, Sagar 

Gupta, Diksha Pandita, 
Raghav Sharma, Sonali 
Dub, Vashudha Sawh-
ney, Pratham Sharma, 
Abhinav Singh Rajput, 
Toyab Hussain, Rahul 
Gupta, Aafaque Khan, 
Aarti Bhagat and Kushal 
Bhat.

The lights of the play 
were designed and 
operated by Shivam 
Singh whereas the 
sound was rendered by 

Brijesh Avtar Sharma. 
The show was coordi-
nated by Neeraj Kant 
and Mohd. Yaseen.

On the occasion of 
Vishav Hindi Diwas, 
Natrang will present 
Dr. Shanker Shesh’s 
landmark play  ‘Aadhi 
Raat Ke Baad’ directed 
by Mohd. Yaseen virtu-
ally on the social media 
platforms of Natrang 
Jammu.

Natrang stages new play ‘Love in the time of Corona’

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 9: Extend-

ing greetings to the people 
of J&K on the occasion of 
Prakash Parva of Guru 
Gobind Singh, Vishal 
Khatri Sabha on Sunday 
said the tenth Sikh Guru’s 
bravery is etched in the 
heart and mind of every 
Indian. In a greeting mes-
sage Vishal Khatri Sabha 
J&K President Devender 
Seth said, “Guru Gobind 
Singh ji’s entire life was 
devoted to serving the 
people and fighting for 
values of truth, justice 
and compassion. He said 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji 
was blessed with indomi-
table courage and tremen-
dous knowledge and his 
bravery is etched in the 
heart and mind of every 
Indian.”Seth further 
said that let’s rededicate 
ourselves to the ideals 
propounded by the 10th 
Sikh Guru to disseminate 
the message of universal 
brotherhood, love, peace 
and harmony to carve 
out an egalitarian society.
Vishal Khatri Sabha on 

Sunday welcomed Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
decision to mark Decem-
ber 26 every year as ‘Veer 
Baal Diwas. In a welcome 
statement, Vishal Khatri 
Sabha J&K President Dev-
ender Seth said that Guru 
Gobind Singh ji sacrificed 
his father, four sons and 
lost mother to protect 
freedom of religious plu-
ralism. The sacrifices of 
Sikh gurus are unparallel 
in history and even today 
Sikh community carrying 
forward the mission of 
service to humanity and 
standing against injustice.  
Seth maintained that PM’s 
decision to mark Decem-
ber 26 every year as ‘Veer 
Baal Diwas is visionary 
decision and true tribute 
to unparallel sacrifice 
of Sikh community. He 
further said that  mind 
boggles to understand 
how children of such 
young age had the, cour-
age, bravery and focus 
to refuse the promise of 
many lavish gifts and a 
future of cosy comforts of 
royalty that were being 
offered by the Mughals 

if they abandoned their 
faith against the other 
stark option of a brutal, 
painful and tragic death 
entombed within a wall 
of bricks and mortar. Seth 
further said that  world 
salutes the supreme sac-
rifice of these kids who 
never once – even of a 
moment considered the 
easy option and remained 
focused on their mission 
to uphold the principles 
of God’s kingdom and 
allowed their bodies to 
be tortured and violated 
and endured the intense 
pain of a slow, pain-rid-
den and certain death . 
We bow to the venerable 
Guru Gobind Singh ji. He 
was an embodiment of 
exceptional courage and 
immense wisdom. His 
brave deeds and noble 
thoughts inspire people 
across generations,” Seth 
said .He said  “Guru 
Gobind Singh ji believed 
in the power of equality. 
He opposed all forms of 
social discrimination and 
was revered for his sense 
of justice as well as hon-
esty.”

VKS greets people of J&K on Prakash 
Parva of Guru Gobind Singh

Welcomes PM Modi’s decision to mark Dec 26 
every year as ‘Veer Baal Diwas
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JAMMU, Jan 9: In 
response to the Election 
Notification issued by 
me as Election Officer 
duly Published in News 
papers for holding the 
election of President, 
Secretary, Accountant 
Vice President nomi-
nation of the follow-
ing person’s has been 
received. 

Ranjeet Gurkha as 
President, Pradhaman 
Krishna Koul as Secre-

tary and  Vijay Qazi as 
Accountant. 

Accordingly no other 
person’s has submit-
ted their Nomination 
Paper’s except the above 
person’s, as the date on 
8/1/2020 was the date 
fixed as per Notification 
issued by me. 

I hereby declare the 
above person’s elect-
ed Unopposed. The 
Post of Vice President 
has remained vacant 
because nobody filed 
nomination.

Hari Parbat Sanastha 
holds election


