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Anti-CAA activist Sadaf
Jafar in Congress’s first
list of 125 UP candidates
e-paper: www.topnewsjk.in

BRIEFLY
COVID CASES:
J&K / India /
World
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: :
Jammu and Kashmir
on Thursday recorded
1966 fresh Covid cases,
taking the number
of infected persons
to 350167 while five
persons died due to
the virus in the last 24
hours, officials said.
Of the new cases, 889
were from the Jammu
division and 1077 from
the Kashmir division
of the union territory,
Officials said.
Jammu district
recorded the highest
number of cases at 434,
followed by 416 in Srinagar district.
There are 7932 active
cases in the union territory while the number
of recoveries so far has
been 337683, officials
said.
Moreover, 271 Covid19 patients recovered
during the time, 153
from Jammu Division
and 118 from Kashmir,
they said.
India logged 2,47,417
new coronavirus infections, the highest in
236 days, taking the
total tally of COVID19 cases to 3,63,17,927
which includes 5,488
cases of the Omicron
variant, according to
the Union Health Ministry data updated on
Thursday.
The country saw a
single day jump of 620
cases of the Omicron
variant, the highest
so far, taking the total
tally of such cases to
5,488, out of which
2,162 people have
recovered or migrated
so far.
The active cases have
increased to 11,17,531,
the highest in 216 days,
while the death toll
has climbed to 4,85,035
with 380 fresh fatalities,
the data updated at 8
am stated.
317,868,247 coronavirus cases have been
reported and over
5,533,070 people have
died of Covid-19 and
recovered 263,097,184
worldwide. Discover
the toll in countries and
the evolution around
the world as of Thursday.

Medical
student dies of
suspected
cardiac arrest
at SMHS
hospital

SRINAGAR, Jan 13
(Agencies): A 28-yearold student from Sopore
area of north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district pursuing his postgraduate
medical degree died of a
suspected cardiac arrest
at the SMHS hospital in
Srinagar on Wednesday
nTurn to page 9
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Biden imposes first
sanctions over North Korea
weapons programme
RNI No. JKENG/ 2010/39369

Altaf Bukhari urges Govt to order
high level probe in Roop Nagar
demolition drive

Regd. No. JK- 435

India, China hold 12-hr long talks on
border point disengagement

NEW DELHI, Jan 13 (Agencies): India and China military
delegates deliberated for over
12 hours focusing on disengagement at Patrolling Point 15
-- Hot Springs.
The Wednesday meeting
between the military commanders of the two countries
at Moldo on the Chinese side
started at 10 a.m. and ended at
10.30 p.m. This the 14th round
of military talks between India
and China to resolve the border
dispute.
Talking about the military
discussions, Indian Army chief
General M.M. Naravane said on
Wednesday that he hoped for
some positive developments in
the days ahead.
Along the Northern Borders,
the Indian Army has continued
to maintain the highest levels of
operational preparedness, while
engaging in sustained dialogue
with the People’s Liberation
Army, Gen Naravane had said.

Two army
jawan killed in
accidental fire
in Rajouri

“We hope to resolve Patrolling
Point 15 (Hot Spring) in the current round of talks. Once that
is done we will look at other
issues which predate the current standoff,” he said.
After persistent joint efforts,
mutual dis-engagement has
taken place at many locations.
“So there has been positive
movement,” the Indian Army

and Kailash ranges and subsequently patrolling point 17.”
However, the Indian Army
chief said that while there has
been partial disengagement, the
threat has by no means reduced.
General Naravne said the force
levels in areas where disengagement is yet to take place have
been adequately enhanced.
Threat assessment and internal
deliberations have resulted in
the reorganisation and realignment of forces in keeping with
the Army’s mandate of ensuring
territorial integrity and to cater
for the major augmentation of
the PLA forces, and military
infrastructure.
Just ahead of talks, China has
implemented new border law
and has also renamed 15 places
in Arunachal Pradesh on its
map.
India and China have been
engaged in an intense border
dispute for around two years
and are now in talks to resolve
the issues.

Chief said.
Replying to a query about the
positive developments, the officer explained, “Talks have been
going on for a long time. It is a
good thing that talks are going
on. We have to keep talking
to each other. The 4-5th round
of talks resulted in resolving
patrolling point 14, the 9-10th
round North and South Bank

J&K attracts global investors at EXPO2020

Union Territory signs eight investment agreements
during its week at India Pavilion
Top News Report
DUBAI, Jan 13: The Union Territory (UT) of
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) has concluded its
participation at the India pavilion today on a
successful note, where the UT has attracted significant investment commitments and signed 7
MoUs and 1 LoI with global investors.
The UT has showcased its business attractiveness, tourism potential along with its rich cultural heritage to the global audience during its
two-week participation at EXPO2020 Dubai.
The UT’s ten-day participation was kicked off
on the 3rd of January 2022 by Ranjan Prakash
Thakur, Principal Secretary, Industry & Commerce, J&K along with Dr Aman Puri, Consul
General of India in Dubai and Deputy Commissioner-General for India at Expo 2020 Dubai.
A business delegation led by the Lieutenant
Governor of J&K, Manoj Sinha, pitched investment opportunities to the UAE businesses. Sinha
also addressed an investors summit in Dubai,
which was attended by renowned business leaders and investors from the UAE.
During his visit, Sinha met several business
leaders including Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem,
Chairman of DP World and Yusuff Ali M.A,
Chairman of LuLu group
nTurn to page 9

RAJOURI, Jan 13 (Agencies):
Two army soldiers were killed in
suspected “accidental fire” in a
forward area on the Line of Control in J&K’s Rajouri district on
Thursday, officials said.
The officials told agency that the
incident took place at the forward
location in the Hanjan Wali area
of Rajouri saying both the slain
soldiers had bullet injuries. The
identity of the soldiers was not
immediately known.
“Both the soldiers were deployed
at a forward location with preliminary reports suggesting there
was accidental discharge from the
weapons,” an official said.
Officials said that a police team
from Rajouri city police post has
been rushed to the spot and investigation into the matter has been
initiated.

14 militants killed 12 days of January
month: IGP Kashmir
Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 13 : Fourteen militants, including seven foreigners,
were killed during encounters in
last twelve days of this month in
Kashmir valley, the Inspector General of Police (IGP) , Kashmir Zone
Vijay Kumar said today.
So far 14 militants , including
one at Line of Control (LOC) in
Kupwara, have been neutralised
during the current year, he said,
adding that among the killed were
seven foreign militants.
IGP, who was accompanied
by senior police officers of south
Kashmir, visited the encounter
site at Kulgam where police and
security forces had eliminated a
top Pakistani militant Babar Bhai
of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) outfit
during an encounter last night.

One police personnel was also
martyred and three security personnel and two civilians were also
injured in the encounter.
At SOG camp Nillow Kulgam,
the IGP besides interacting with
JKP, Army and CRPF personnel
also reviewed the security grid &
operational aspects.

later interacting with media at
Kulgam, the IGP said that the
owner and his family members
where the killed militant was
hiding deliberately misled the
search team by saying that no terrorist was hiding in their house
which led to collateral damage.
Therefore action under terror law
will be taken against them.
IGP Kashmir on behalf of police
parivaar paid rich tributes to the
martyred police personnel who
made supreme sacrifice in the line
of duty and also prayed for the
speedy recovery of the injured.
He has congratulated the joint
forces for eliminating the most
wanted Pakistani militant.
Police have registered a case
under relevant sections of law and
investigation
nTurn to page 9
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Farooq Abdullah outraged
at Muslim genocidal calls
by right wing outfits

SRINAGAR, Jan 13
(Agencies): The Jammu
and Kashmir National
Conference President
and Member of Parliament from Srinagar Dr
Farooq Abdullah on
Thursday expressed outrage over the incendiary
remarks and genocidal
threats against Muslims and other minority
groups and demanded
stern action against
those spewing venom
at hate speech conclaves
across the country.
Voicing concern over
the inflammatory and
provocative speeches
against Muslims at
an event in Haridwar
and other such hate
speech conclaves of
right wing groups, Dr
Farooq Abdullah said,
“The nature of speeches
delivered in Haridwar between 17 and
19 December 2021, and
other such hate speech
conclaves across the
country is deplorable.
Recurring such open
seditious and genocidal
calls in the country are
deeply disturbing.”
Censuring the govern-

ment of turning a blind
eye to the hate speeches
against the Muslim community, Dr Farooq said
the criminal hush in government circles raises a
question mark that begs
to be answered.
He said that India
being a signatory to
the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide (CPPCG)
under Article 3 C
which clearly criminalizes ‘Direct and public
incitement to commit
genocide’ - should act
firmly against such
groups and individuals
that call for genocide
of country’s Muslims.
“These hate speech conclaves also fit a variety
of crimes under Indian
laws and are antagonistic to national integrity
and peace. The prevailing blanket silence of
the country’s head and
absence of any punitive
action has emboldened
such hate mongers,” he
said adding, “I will be
grateful if action is taken
against those who have
violated the Genocide
convention. Urgent
action is needed otherwise it will embolden those who spread
hatred thereby vitiating
the atmosphere. It will
inevitably result in further alienation of the
minorities which is not
in the interest of India.”
nTurn to page 9

Kashmir cut off by road links from rest of the country ,
Jammu wakes up to minimal visibility
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Kashmir valley continued to
remain cut off through
road links from rest of
the country even as
minimum temperature
at many places in Union
Territories (UTS) of J&K
and Ladakh remained
notches below the freezing point on Thursday.
The Srinagar-Jammu national highway
,which is the main road
link connecting Kashmir with rest of the
country, continued to
remain closed since yesterday afternoon due to
triggering of landslides
in areas of Ramban, officials said.

Several hundred vehicles, including loaded
trucks and Light Motor
Vehicles (LMVS), are
also stranded at different places on the highway, they said, adding
Besides, Mughal road &
Kishtwar-Simthan road
, connecting Kashmir
with Jammu region, are
also closed due to accumulation of snow .
Meanwhile, intense
cold conditions prevailed in J&K and
Ladakh with Gulmarg,
the world famous skiing
resort, being the coldest
place in Kashmir valley.
A meteorological
department official said
that the minimum temperature in Srinagar,

the summer capital of
J&K, settled at minus
2.7 degrees Celsius, up
by one degree Celsius
from last night but 0.6
degrees Celsius below
normal for this time of
the year.
Kashmir is presently
under the 40-day long
period of harsh winter
cold called locally the
‘Chillai Kalan’ which
started in the Valley on
December 21 and will
end on January 31.
Jammu, the winter
capital of J&K, today
woke up to minimal
visibility with people
preferring fire soaking .
In the Jammu region, the
festival of ‘Lohri’ that
nTurn to page 9
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Obituary

Late Sh. Chander Vadan Raina
With the profound grief and sorrow, we inform the sad demise of our
beloved Sh. Chander Vadan Raina S/O Late Sh. Nand Lal on 5/01/2022 R/o
401/A Gandhi Nagar,Jammu. Tenth Day will be performed on 14thJanauary,
2022 at 11.00 AM at our Residence . Kriya will be performed on 15thJanauary, 2022 at 12 PM at our Residence.
Rasam Pagri/ Uthala will be performed on 15th January, 2022 from 2.00
PM to 3.00 PM at Laxmi Narayan Temple ( Back side Gate) , Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu.

Grief Stricken:
Smt Satyawati – Wife
Son and Daughter-In-Law
Pawan Kumar Raina and Rajni Sharma
Daughters and Sons-in-law
Savita Sharma and Baldev Raj Sharma
Manika Sharma and Bimal Kumar
Radhika Sharma and Brij Bhushan Sharma
Smt Kamlesh Sharma w/o Late Sh. Shiv Datt Sharma(brother-in-law)
Himanshu and Neha (Nephew)
Himani (Niece)

Grandchildren

Akshay and Garima, Mehul and Shivpriya, Akansha and Mohit,Aparna and
Ayush, Lakshika and Abhinav, Rahul,Ayush, Piyush, Dakshika ,Prikshit
Great-grandchildren- Anaya, Ayaanveer, Iresh
Ph. No. - 9419191081, 01917960185
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BJP celebrates Lohri, extends message
for Universal peace

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Jammu & Kashmir, extended the message of universal peace
and love while it celebrated Lohri in a symbolic and simple way to
celebrate the auspicious
event at party headquarter, Trikuta Nagar,
here.
The festival was organized in a symbolic way
without much participation in view of COVID
precautions.
Former Dy. CM
Kavinder Gupta, BJP
State General Secretary
(Org.) Ashok Kaul, BJP
NEM Priya Sethi, BJP
Vice President Yudhvir Sethi, Parmod
Kapahi, Vikram Randhawa, Tilak Raj Gupta,
Dr. Tahir Choudhary,
Dr. Pardeep Mahotra,
Ankit Gupta, Prof.

Kulbhushan Mohtra,
Dr. Makson Tickoo,
Ishant Mahajan, Gourav
Pargal, Sanjay Bakshi,
Ravinder Singh Birpuria and other BJP leaders were present on the
occasion.
BJP senior leaders
extended Lohri greetings to the while mankind while praying
for the good fortune,
bumper harvests and
peace in the Universe.
They also offered traditional nuts and sweets
to all those assembled
on the occasion.
Kavinder Gupta, while
extending the greetings
of the Lohri festival to
everybody especially
to the residents of J&K,
prayed for the prosperity of Jammu & Kashmir.
He said that the festival
depicts a profound love
of nature, plentiful reap
and the humans and
also marks the realm

of activeness among
all living creatures. He
said that the auspicious
event of Lohri corresponds with the beginning of ‘Magh’ month,
which initiates only a
day after Lohri indicating the finish of cruel
winter, he added and
extended the message
of Universal Peace and
Love to all.
Ashok Koul said that
it is always pleasurable to celebrate the
“Lohri” as this gives
the indication of brotherhood among us with
the lovely change in
weather in anticipation of good fortune for
the whole world. He
greeted people and said
that “Lohri” depicts of
our cultural ethos and
exhorted them to celebrate such occasions
together with all their
near and dear ones.

Various Socio political leaders pay tributes
to police martyr Rohit Chib
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Many socio/political
leaders of Kashmiri Pandit community
paid rich tributes to braveheart Sgct
Rohit Chib who attained martyrdom
while fighting terrorists in Kulgam yesterday in an encounter.
In condolence massage , these leaders
expressed their deep sympathy with
the bereaved family and prayed to
Almighty God to grant eternal peace

to the departed soul.
They appealed to Lt. Governor to dole
out compensation in favour of the Next
of kins of the Martyr as well as provide a Government job to the affected
family.
The leaders who expressed condolences and deep sympathy with
the family were M.K Yogi, Prof. A.N
Sadhu, Sunil Bhat , Ashok Vinod Pandita, Vinod Pandita, Vishal Jotshi and
Ashok Kumar Koul.

LOCAL

Dr Narinder selected as Leader
of Model United Nations
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Dr
Narinder has been
selected to the future
leader of Model United
Nations .Dr Narinder
is the resident of Gulab
Garh Dhundi Paddar in
District kishtwar J and
K UT.
He is the former North
India President of
Global Human Rights
Trust at present he is
working as a National
President of GHRT.
Dr Narinder is the
first social activist of
Jammu and Kashmir UT
who has been selected
as a delegate of UNO
America.
Now at this young age
Dr Narinder Strives,
thrives and succeed
comprehensively in
society sector, he has
lot of experience in this

domain of society.
His social work experience and achievements to see the committee members to
selected him as a
future Leader of Model
United Nations.The
Model United Nations
is a Participation of 171
Nations.
Dr Narinder is the first
young social activist of
India who has been
selected as a future
leader of Model United
Nations.

TMF warns authorities for its
preparedness to check surge of
COVID cases

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13:
Team Mask Force
(TMF) Chairman Vijay
Sharma in a press
release to media warns
the Authorities that the
pandemic of coronavirus and it’s new variant
Omicron has raised its
ugly head and is threatening the humanity in
the different countries
of the globe .In India
the covid-19 and its
new variant Omicron is
a cause of concern to the
government, NGOs and
above all to the common
man as the pandemic

has taken the shape of a
monster and is devouring human lives .
The Government of
the centre, state and
union Territories may
be trying their best to
fight the demon of coronavirus but the governments only cannot be
successful in fighting
and controlling the
deadly disease which
is more infectious and
spreading and transmitting like wild fire.
The people should
play their role which is
important and co-operate with government
to fight the disease to
finish.
But the Authorities at
the same time should
ensure measures to
strictly enforce CAB
and even punitive provision be implemented
on war footing so that
to safeguard the human
lives in their respective
areas, added Sharma.

DET raises serious concerns of people
of Bari Brahmana town
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: In view of the
various serious problems being
faced by the people of Bari Brahmana town today a combined
meeting of Dogra Educational
Trust (DET) and the elected
ward members of Bari Brahmana Municipal Committee was
held in the premises of Dogra
Educational Complex Bari
Brahamana in the presence of
Gulchain Singh Charak, former
Minister and Chairman Dogra
Educational Trust.
Secretary Dogra Educational
Trust, Samar Dev Singh Charak
started the meeting by welcoming the members who graced
the occasion.
Apprising the members, he
shared the vision of the trust- to
empower the society and spread
awareness about the social concerns especially pertaining to
the Bari Brahmana township.
The Secretary informed the
members about the scholarship
scheme announced by the trust
for the wards of COVID victims.
The agenda of the meeting
was to exchange ideas and
generate a common consensus
on the major issues like spreading awareness about COVID
appropriate behaviour among
the masses, traffic commotion in main traffic crossing
spots, sewage/drainage issues,
proper desilting of the irrigation canals and development of
playgrounds.
The meeting was attended
by the newly elected chairman
of the Municipal Committee
Bari Brahmana by the newly
elected chairman of Bari Brahmana Municipal Committee,
Capt. Bachan Lal from Ward
No. 11, Sujata from Ward 1,

Ram ji Sharma from Ward
No.4, Tarsem Lal from Ward
No. 7, Bachan lal from Ward
No. 8, and Praveen Kumar from
Ward No. 10, Mrs. Bela Principal Dogra Degree College,
Dr. Vikesh Sharma Principal
Dogra College of Education, Dr.
Komila Aggarwal I/C Principal
Dogra Law College, Capt. A.S.
Bandral and other officials of
Dogra Educational Trust.
Gulchain Singh Charak shared
the initiatives taken by Dogra
Educational Trust wherein
under the banner of Dogra
Sahayata Kendra undertook
many social outreach activities like distribution of mask,
sanitizers, pamphlets exhibiting
helpline numbers free ambulance services and free transportation to the COVID warriors
to provide relief in the time of
covid-19 pandemic.
Open discussion on the
agenda of traffic commotion in
the Bari Brahmana Chowk main
market Bari Brahmana, Sabji
Mandi Area led to the revealing

of the fact that people are parking their vehicles on the main
road in the absence of parking
space. Capt.
Bachan Lal apprised the members that an area of 2 Kanals has
been spotted for developing
parking space. Members also
shared concern that a general
awareness needs to be created
to motivate people to follow
traffic rules.
Guidelines also need to be
made for matador drivers to
ensure that they stop at the designated matador stops only. It
was also suggested to utilize the
free space around BDO block for
matador stoppage and to install
traffic lights in these areas.
Addressing the second agenda
of the sewage/drainage issue
the members shared that due
to change of higher orders the
ward members do not have a
direct access to the engineering
works in their areas like they
had before and have to wait for
drains and lanes constructed/
repaired.

They further shared that
grants for main drains have
been sanctioned but are not
being executed in the absence
of a proper plan and non cooperation of few locals who have
occupied the by lanes where the
drains were to be constructed.
Ward members from ward no
1, 8 and 10 shared the pathetic conditions of the lanes and
drains of their areas especially
after rains.
Charak announced free
ambulance service for COVID
patients of Bari Brahmana and
adjoining areas. He also offered
a separate complex owned by
trust for its utilization for the
purpose of vaccination centers
and isolation centers to facilitate
relief during COVID pandemic
times.
Free distribution of masks and
sanitizers in a planned manner
for spreading awareness about
COVID appropriate behaviour
will be undertaken by the trust
with the help of all the members
present.
The NCC and NSS units of all
the three colleges viz. Dogra
Law College, Dogra College of
Education and Dogra Degree
College being run by Dogra
Educational Trust will religiously undertake cleanliness drives
(at least a week long), traffic rules awareness week and
spread awareness on COVID
and its prevention.
The meeting finally concluded
with a vote of thanks to all the
members. All members committed to meet again and share the
progress on the initiatives taken.
It was also unanimously decided to take the support of traffic
police, members of municipal
committee and police personnel
as and when required.
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Kavinder reiterates Govt’s commitment to overall
development, kick starts works in Ward 52

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13:
Giving a push to the
development activities,
former Deputy Chief
Minister and Ex-MLA
Gandhi Nagar, Kavinder Gupta kick-started
the work of lanes and
drains at Ward No: 52,
Gandhi Nagar here
today. The aforesaid
work is estimated to be
completed at a cost of
Rs. 35 lakh.
In his address, Kavinder Gupta said that
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) believes in ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikaas
and Sabka Vishwas’ as
a result of which the
party has been progressing by leaps and bounds
with each passing day.
He said that it is the performance of the party
and its government on
ground especially in
terms of development
that speaks for itself. He
said that while the government stands committed to overall development of every area
especially in Jammu and
Kashmir it is necessary
that people also ensure
proactive participa-

tion by monitoring the
works especially the
quality of material used
in the developmental
works.
Kavinder
also
impressed upon the
elected Corporators to
display extraordinary
activeness to ensure the
overall development of
their respective wards.
Referring to work
started today, he said
the execution of works
has been initiated and it
will be completed with
no compromise on the
quality of work so that
people don’t have to
suffer in the future.
The people of the area
apprised the former Dy
CM about their problems including lack of
some basic facilities.
After listening to them
patiently and taking
note of all their genuine demands, Kavinder
assured that their concerns will be addressed
at the earliest.
Among others present
on the occasion were
Corporator Ward 52,
Ajay Gupta; Ankush
Gupta, District General
Secretary; Neeraj Lucky
Puri, Corporator and

President Gandhi Nagar
Mandal besides Pushpinder Singh, Ashwani
Gupta, Nitin Thappa
and Rajinder Kumar.
Meanwhile, Kavinder Gupta attended the
funeral of son of the soil
Rohit Chib of J&K Police
who achieved martyrdom during Kulgam
encounter the other day
in which one Pakistani
terrorist was killed.
Paying rich tributes
to the martyred cop,
Kavinder said that it is
a moment of pride and
pain for the people of
Jammu as the young cop
maintained the Jammu’s
rich ethos and saga of
patriotism as Dogras
known for their bravery
and valour are always
ready to lay down their
lives to defend the
nation.
While expressing his
sympathies with the
bereaved family, the
senior BJP leader said
that the nation shall
always remain indebted to the martyrs as
it is because of their
supreme sacrifice the
people live peacefully
across the nation.

Shiv Sena celebrated Lohri festival,
pray to end corona pandemic

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Lohri
festival was celebrated
at Shiv Sena office in
Jammu on Thursday.

All Shiv Sainiks,
including party state
president Manish Sahni,
prayed for the destruction of the COVID epidemic with the wish to

restore peace in Jammu
and Kashmir. Sahni
said that Lohri festival
was celebrated in every
district office of the
party.
On this occasion President Women’ Wing
Meenakshi Chhibber, General Secretary
Vikas Bakshi, Chairman Rakesh Gupta, Vice
President Sanjeev Kohli,
Balwant Singh, Sandeep
Bhagat, Secretary Geeta
Lakhotra, Surendra
Kumar, Youth Leader
Rakesh Handa along
with many leaders and
workers including the
princess were present.

BJP OBC Morcha celebrates
Lohri with fervor
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: On
the directions of Braham
Jyot Satti, President BJP
OBC Morcha JK-UT ,
Morcha organised programme at Gareeb Basti
, Kangar Morh , and
celebrated festival of
Lohri with fervour and
distributed popcorn,
sweets and chips among
children.
Programme
was
organised by Shamsher
Prajapati (District President BJP Jammu Rural) .
They spent time with
children and they listened poems, riddles ,
songs by children and
distributed sweets ,
popcorn , chips etc
among the children of
respective areas.
They also make them

aware of social evils
and encouraged them as
they are pillars of India.
They greeted public
on the occasion of Lohri
and told them the history of this festival.
Braham Jyot greeted
public on this festival
and he appreciated
whole BJP OBC Morcha
team for doing Com-

mendable work across
Jammu Kashmir .
Ved Parkash Sharma
(District Secretary Bjp
& Parbhari Mathwar
Mandal), Jogider Singh
(District Vice President
OBC Morcha), Sanjay
Kumar (District Secretary OBC Morcha),
Tajinder Sharma were
present on the occasion .
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EDITORIAL

T

YOGA FOR
HAPPINESS

here is no one in this world who
does not want happiness. Happiness is a common pursuit
of people of all countries and all faiths.
The physical quality of life has improved
substantially for most people. This has
reduced human suffering. Despite so
much comfort in life, happiness is eluding us. The reason for this is very simple.
Our mind has become more restless
than before. Happiness is a manifestation of joy of the self in a quiet mind. A
restless mind cannot give us happiness.
The reason for wide acceptance of
yoga all over the world is this. Yoga is
a technique of making our mind quiet
and balanced. All definitions of yoga
point to the fact that yoga does indeed
improve the quality of mind. The benefit of yoga to body is only incidental
or indirect. One who uses yoga only to
make the body supple is like a person
who uses a diamond to break betel nut.
Yoga is not a religious practice. It is a scientific way of life. It encompasses in it all
aspects of life — physical, mental, social
and spiritual — that makes us happy.
We need a healthy body and a focussed
mind. Yoga makes that possible. We
also need emotional satisfaction in social
relationships and spiritual pursuits. Yoga
tells us how to go about achieving this.
Raja Yoga is also alternatively called
Ashtanga Yoga, because it has eight parts
in it. It is a technique of direct control of
mind through daily practice. Asanas are
designed to reduce the flow of thoughts
in our mind. Asana practice is quite different from other forms of physical exercises. Movement of body parts in asana
has to be slow and rhythmical. Attempt
should be made to stay longer in the final
position of each asana. Also the breathing coordination is a must in asana.
How does one meditate? What is the
objective of meditation? The attempt in
meditation is to reduce the flow of thoughts
in the mind. First of all, one should try to sit
in one place every day with closed eyes, if
possible at the same time, for 15 minutes
or half an hour or one hour without doing
anything. In the beginning, a lot of diverse
thoughts will keep coming. Let them come.
Just try to be a witness of those thoughts.
With persistence, the flow of thoughts will
get reduced. Then you can witness your
breath or see with closed eyes, an image
of Aum or God. One can adopt the practice of sitting in front of God, seeing the
murti, image, with open eyes first, then
recalling it with closed eyes. Focussing
on a single object or thought may help us
remove all other thoughts. The ultimate
objective of meditation is to see Self as
the ultimate truth, knowledge and bliss.
All of us are always busy lamenting over
the past or thinking of future uncertainties.
That creates constant worry, which does
not allow us to experience life truly. If only
we know the theory of how, all results in
our life are manifested only because of our
present or past karma, we may have better
acceptance of results. The universal order
is so perfect that we never see oranges
grow from apple seeds. So also karma
— karma phala connection is infallible.
Jnana Yoga is the path of knowledge.
Having achieved worldly ambitions in a
scriptural way, one may get to the stage
of seeking knowledge of ‘who am I’, ‘what
is this world’, ‘what is the truth about
existence’ and so on. By approaching a
guru, we can understand how Brahmn,
the Universal Consciousness, is right
inside us, and the whole universe is also
His glory. This knowledge, when internalised completely, liberates us from
the world. It is a path of getting moksha,
final salvation. Yoga is a tool to reach
right up to this highest level of evolution.
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Push back against hate: Redefine ‘new normal’

By: Patralekha Chatterjee

T

he New Normal. The three
words we have heard
incessantly in the past two
years are now a label to describe
the unsettling feeling of vulnerability in a pandemic-ravaged world
buffeted by social turbulence and
uncertainties.
As 2022 kicks off, many of us
will fall back on the three words to
deal with our gnawing anxieties.
But the “new normal” of today is
not the “new normal” of last year
in every instance, and it may not
be the “new normal” of the weeks
and months to come.
In many countries, the unfolding
tragedy of the Covid-19 pandemic
has been accompanied by intense
polarisation, exposing fault lines
in society and deepening of preexisting cleavages.
“Social cohesion erosion”, “livelihood crises” and “mental health
deterioration” are three of the five
risks seen as the most concerning
threats to the world in the next
two years, says the World Economic Forum (WEF) in its Global
Risks Report for 2022, released
this week.
“This societal scarring compounds the challenges of national
policy-making, limiting the political capital, focus from leaders,
and public support needed to
strengthen international cooperation on global challenges. The
health of the planet… remains a
constant concern,” says the WEF.
Arguably, many things are
beyond our control. But is it time
to pause, and think about what we
accept, and therefore normalise
by using “the new normal” as a
label? What if more and more of
us do not passively accept everything that is labelled as the “new
normal” and start intervening in
the norm-setting even in these

uncertain and unsettling times?
Take the narrative of hatred and
toxicity in this country. Even in the
time of Omicron, the highly transmissible new Covid-19 “variant of
concern”, this narrative continues
unabated.
Hate Inc remains active.
Last year, an app called “Sulli
Deals” popped up; in recent days,
there has been another called
“Bulli Bai”. Both “put on auction”
prominent Muslim women who
speak out against hatred. They
are a brazen attempt to humiliate
these women. There was also a
parallel attempt to mislead. Some
persons involved in the promotion
of the “Bulli Bai” app used Sikhsounding names on Twitter.
Recently, there was a conclave
of so-called sadhus in Haridwar,
Uttarakhand, which gave a call
for killing and wiping out Muslims.
One chilling excerpt from a hate
speech delivered at Haridwar: “If
you want to finish them off, then
kill them… We need 100 soldiers who can kill 20 lakh of them
(meaning Muslims) to win this….”
Some of those involved in the
apps have been arrested. Investigations into the Haridwar hate
speeches are on. A few members of the Sangh Parivar have
described the app disseminators and some of the sadhus as
“fringe”. But there has been no
real condemnation from the top
political leadership of the ruling
BJP. Clearly, only the naïve would
attribute deliberate attempts
to target minority communities
with increasing and monotonous
regularity as the handiwork of a
“fringe”.
All this comes on top of the hate
brigade’s systematic “othering”
of cuisine, culture, religious practices of communities and people
that do not fit in with their idea of
a Hindu Rashtra. These are just a

few recent telling markers of the
spreading toxicity as India gears
up for Assembly elections in five
states, including the politically
critical Uttar Pradesh.
There are many more examples
of hate speech. That they are
made so brazenly, and with such
frequency, reflects the state of
India’s political landscape.
Even in the time of a pandemic,
many of us have started describing this as the “new normal” in a
passive tone of resignation.
But just as the “normal” of today
is not necessarily the “normal”
of yesterday, what is considered
“normal”, and taken as a given
with exultation or trepidation in
one part of the country is not the
normal in other parts.
Stepping away from politicallycharged New Delhi can be revealing. A recent trip to Darjeeling
was energising despite its many
problems — acute water scarcity
and mad traffic, to name just two.
But it was refreshing to find that
no one cares what animal you
ate or did not eat and the talking
points were completely different
from what majoritarians would like
you to believe are uppermost in
people’s minds. In Darjeeling’s
famous Mahakal temple, Hindus,
Buddhists and animists worship
together. And in an eatery on
the city’s outskirts, I saw shrines
which had the Om, sacred spiritual symbol to Hindus, alongside
statues of the Buddha.
Our taxi driver played tracks from
Deep Purple, widely viewed as
the pioneers of heavy metal and
modern hard rock, and hummed
along. When I asked him whether any political party had tried to
foist its dietary preference on the
people in and around Darjeeling,
he laughed out loud. “No one
would dare. We eat whatever we
wish to and we don’t care what

others eat.”
It made one think. That continues
to be the norm in large swathes of
India despite what the majoritarians say.
Polarisation and the pandemic
are not good for the economy.
India’s unemployment rate shot up
to nearly eight per cent in December, according to the Centre for
Monitoring the Indian Economy
(CMIE), an independent think
tank. It was more than seven per
cent in 2020 and for most of 2021.
Those hardest hit by this are informal workers, the majority of the
country’s workforce. Not only are
people laid off, they are often not
paid their actual wages. We have
heard heartrending stories about
this in the past two years but little
has changed.
Last week, on a walk around my
neighbourhood in Delhi, I overheard two house helps expressing
great fear about salary deductions
during the weekend curfews and
partial lockdowns. The Covid-19
virus, especially in its latest hypertransmissible Omicron avatar,
continues to rage, but the restrictions aimed at containing it have
also led to increasingly predatory
practices in the world of work in
a country already riven by stark
inequalities.
The bottom line — the pandemic
has indeed upended our ideas of
“normal”. But we can begin to
assert ourselves whenever possible and say: “No. We will not
allow this to be the new normal.”
There are people who don’t
accept that hate must be part of
the new normal and are pushing
back. Ditto with exploitative work
practices.
It starts with defining what one is
willing to adjust to, and what one
will not passively accept as the
“new normal”. We can choose our
“normal”. Happy New Year!

Eternal wisdom of Swami Vivekananda
By: JS Rajput

T

he mere mention of
Swami Vivekananda
inspires and energises
the young and old alike. In his
sojourn of mere four decades on
this planet, he projected ‘true
India’ on the global stage and
probably, more significantly,
to Indians! He comprehended
the past, analysed the present
and delineated the right strategy for future. The power of
ideas and power of imagination are kindled amongst every
inquisitive young person when
the basics of his philosophy are
mentioned. He inspires everyone, including the teacher and
the taught — when told that
what a man learns is essentially
what he “discovers or unveils”.
And this occurs when the individual takes the cover off his
own soul. He uplifts the spirit
of everyone when told that
the basic essentials of education, learning and growing
up need to be derived on one
single principle: “Education is
manifestation of the perfection
already in man.” No learner
could ever contest his assertion on the source of knowledge: “All knowledge that
the world has ever received
comes from the mind; the infinite library of the universe is
in your mind. The falling of
the apple gave the suggestion
to Newton, and he studied his
own mind. He rearranged all
the previous links of thought
in his mind and discovered a
new link among them, which
we call the law of gravitation.”
No genuine pedagogical process — offline, online or hybrid

— could really achieve its objective without requisite emphasis
on how every individual could
unearth the treasure within.
One has personally observed in
schools, colleges and universities how the golden words and
views of Swami Vivekananda
enhance their self-confidence
and infuse an instantaneous
keenness to know more about
him. The Swami has expectations both from the taught and
the teacher: Purity and a real
thirst for knowledge, as also
perseverance which qualifies the taught to proceed to
unearth the perfection within.
Similarly, the teacher must
know: “No one was ever really
taught by another. Everyone has to teach himself. The
external teacher offers only
the suggestion which rouses
the internal teacher to work to
understand things. Then things
will be made clearer to us by
our own power of perception
and thought, we shall realise
them in our own souls.” As
one recalls the 1996 UNESCO
Report on the shape of education in 21st century, popularly
known as Delores Commission Report, the philosophy
of education given by Swami
Vivekananda finds mention in
its title: “Learning: The Treasure Within!” In these times of
growing emphasis on innovations and entrepreneurship,
critical thinking and analytical skills could be acquired in
educational institutions only
when the teacher and the
taught reorient their pedagogical strategies to fit in Swamiji’s
eternal parameters. He repeatedly emphasised that mere

acquisition of information is
no education. Real education
is “life-building, man-making,
character-making, assimilation
of ideas”.
Education forms character, enhances the strength of
mind, expands the intellect
and prepares one to stand on
his own feet. It has universal
acceptability; the only issue
is how to implement it in its
true spirit. The National Education Policy (NEP-2020) recognises the need to promote
learners’ holistic development:
“The policy’s vision is to instil
among learners a deep-rooted
pride in being Indian, not only
in thought but also in spirit,
intellect and deeds, as well as
to develop knowledge, skills,
values and dispositions that
support responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable development and living
and global well-being thereby
reflecting a truly global citizen.”
The way out of the prevailing
moral crises, besides countering the erosion in moral, ethical and humanistic values, is
to refocus learning process
on character formation, value
inculcation and internalisation. That alone could pave
the way for that much soughtafter goal of global peace and
harmony, reduction in violence and disproportionate
investments in preparation for
wars. Education systems must
realise that most of the concerns facing humanity today,
like climate change and depletion of biological resources,
are created by humans. This
could be halted only by men

and women of competence,
commitment and character to
connect to humanity, cutting
across all man-made boundaries. India has a great opportunity to lead in this direction; it
has the experience, knowledge,
wisdom and skills to proceed
ahead. Swamiji’s own comprehension of history and historical forces was so deep that he
could predict “India would be
free within 50 years in unforeseen circumstances”. Further,
he had correctly predicted the
first Proletariat Revolution
would take place in Russia.
Regarding India, his prediction
was that it would “someday
rise to great heights of prosperity and power, far more than
she has done in past”. This, too,
would materialise.
There are prominent indications in what he said in the
final session of World Parliament of Religions: “The seed is
put in the ground and earth, air
and water are placed around
it. Does the seed become earth,
air or water? No, it becomes
a plant.” He continued:
“Similar is the case with religion. The Christian is not to
become a Hindu or Buddhist,
nor a Hindu or Buddhist is to
become a Christian. But each
must assimilate the spirit of
others and yet preserve his
own individuality.” This must
become the universal objective
of all religions and humanity.
(The author works in education, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Minister Dharam Singh Saini submits his resignation

NEW DELHI, Jan 13
(Agencies): The exodus
from the UP BJP continued with four more
MLAs quitting the
party on Thursday.
BJP sources here said
that most of those who
had resigned in the
past two days, including Mukesh Verma on
Thursday, are loyalists
of senior OBC leader
Swami Prasad Maurya,
a minister in the Yogi
Adityanath cabinet
who triggered the mass
exodus.
“Most of them would
have been dropped in
any case,” they added,
dismissing the develop-

ment as “expected” and
the one that “will not
impact the BJP”.
Around 40 sitting
MLAs are unlikely to
be repeated by the BJP
CEC, currently under
way, to beat the antii ncumbency factor
against the Yogi Adityanath govern ment,
sources say.
Meanwhile, “around
10 more leaders, including ministers, are in line
to submit their resignations”.
“It is better to resign
one at a time rather than
everyone together to
make a better impact,”
said one of them.

Apart from Swami
Prasad Maurya, Roshan
Lal Verma, Brijesh Prajapati and Bhagwati
Sagar on Tuesday and
Dara Singh Chauhan on
Wednesday, others who

left the saffron fold in
the recent past include
Sitapur MLA Rakesh
Rathore, Nanpara MLA
Madhuri Verma, Bilsi
MLA Radha Krishan
Sharma and Khalilabad

MLA Digvijay Narayan
Chaube.
Though BJP leaders said “most of them
would have been
dropped by the party
in any case”.
Lak h impur Kheri
MLA Bala Prasad
Awasthi is among those
who resigned.
Earlier, Uttar Pradesh
minister Dharam Singh
Saini also submitted his
resignation.
Saini is considered
among top leaders of
the backwards in Western Uttar Pradesh.
Since Thursday morning, four BJP MLAs
have left the party.

Forest, tree cover in India rose by 2,261 sq
km in last 2 years: ISFR report

NEW DELHI, Jan 13
(Agencies): The forest
and tree cover in India
has risen by 2,261
square kilometers in the
last two years, according to the India State
of Forest Report (ISFR)
2021, which showed
Andhra Pradesh growing the maximum forest
cover of 647 square km.
The biennial report
by the Forest Survey
of India (FSI), which
is an assessment of
the country’s forest
resources, was released
on Thursday by Union
Environment Minister

Bhupender Yadav, who
revealed that the total
tree-and-forest cover in
the country includes an
increase of 1,540 sq km

of forest cover and 721
sq km of tree cover compared to the 2019 report.
According to the
report, India’s total

forest and tree cover is
now spread across 80.9
million hectares, which
is 24.62 per cent of the
geographical area of the
country.
The top five states in
terms of increase in
forest cover are Andhra
Pradesh (647 sq km),
Telangana (632 sq km),
Odisha (537 sq km),
Karnataka (155 sq km)
and Jharkhand (110 sq
km).
Area-wise, Madhya
Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the
country followed by
Arunachal Pradesh,

Chhattisgarh, Odisha
and Maharashtra.
In terms of forest
cover as the percentage
of total geographical
area, the top five states
are Mizoram (84.53
per cent), Arunachal
Pradesh (79.33 per cent),
Meghalaya (76 per cent),
Manipur (74.34 per cent)
and Nagaland (73.90 per
cent).
The present assessment also reveals that 17
states/UT’s have above
33 per cent of the geographical area under
the forest cover.

Anti-CAA activist Sadaf Jafar in Congress’s
first list of 125 UP candidates

NEW DELHI, Jan
13 (Agencies): AntiCitizenship Amendment Act-NRC activist Sadaf Jafar, Unnao
rape victim’s mother
Asha Singh, ASHA
leader Poonam Pandey
and Sonbhadra’s tribal
leader Rajram Gonda
have made it to the first
list of 125 candidates the
Congress announced on
Thursday morning.
The list of 125 candidates has 50 women – 40
per cent – as promised
earlier by AICC general secretary in charge
of the state Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra who
unveiled the names of
the 50 women.
Fielding women candidates, Vadra said it was
not about creating new
vote banks. “It is only
about giving women
what is absolutely their
right. Women make up
50 per cent of the population and have every
right of equal participation in electoral politics.”
Vad r a,
howe ve r,
skipped a question on
whether she would
contest herself in the
upcoming UP election
that begins on February 10 and sufficed to
say, “Even after the
elections, I will continue to work in UP and in
other states, as the party
wants me to.”
The first list of the
Congress is replete with
people seen protesting
on the roads of Uttar

Pradesh over the recent
years and includes Asha
Singh from Unnao,
Sadaf Jafar from Lucknow Central, Rajraj
Gonda from Obra,
ASHA worker Poonam
Pandey from Shahjahanpur, Alpana Nishad
from Allahabad South
and Ritu Singh. Ritu
Singh recently made
news when she was
prevented from filing
her nomination for the
block president’s election in UP. She has been
fielded from Mohammdi segment in UP.
UP Congress chief
Ajay Lallu will contest from Tamkuhi Raj,
CLP leader Aradhna
Mishra from Rampur
Khas and former union
minister Salman Khurshid’s wife Louis Khurshid will contest from
Farrukhabad. Former
Bareilly mayor Supriya
Aron has been fielded
from Bareilly Cantt.
Naming the women
candidates, Vadra said
the aim behind fielding women was to help
them “take their fight
in their own hands and
continue to struggle
against the system that
seeks to muzzle them”.
Vadra made light of
the recent serial defections from the Congress, including of three
MLAs who joined the
BJP on Wednesday and
of Saharanpur leader
Imran Masood, saying,
“Aaya Ram Gaya Ram is
a natural phenomenon

before any election. I
do not think any party
should worry too much
about defections. Ours
is an ideological struggle and the fight is in a
phase where we need
courage and resilience.
People do get anxious
thinking of victories
and defeats but you
cannot help it in politics.”
Asked to comment
on UP chief minister
Yogi Adityanath’s 80-20
remarks in attempts to
polarise the elections,
Vadra said the Congress would not resort
to negative campaigning in UP.
“We have to steer
election narratives in a
more positive direction.
Look at the level of our
health spending, look at
our education expenditure. It is much easier to
mobilise people on hate.
It is difficult to mobilise people on a positive agenda. In UP and
India we need to have
a more constructive
discussion on politics

and I am happy to be a
part of that dialogue,”
said Vadra, adding that
the party would soon
start door-to-door campaigns in UP.
Vadra said the Congress would stress
positive issues, issues
of the future, issues of
development, women’s
empowerment, and the
advancement of SCs.
“We want unity in UP,
equality, and a solution to the problems of
the state,” Vadra said,
adding that through
Thursday’s list the
Congress is giving the
message that service of
society is and should be
the principal motivation
behind politics.
Ours is a mixed list
with old timers and new
faces, she said.
The Congress leader
added that their decision to project women
leaders had already
become a success.
“The PM had to do a
women-specific rally in
UP. Yogi Adityanath had
to make women-specific

announcements, the SP
chief and BSP chief had
to do the same. We have
already brought women
into electoral discussions. Today in UP elections, women cannot be
ignored by any party.
This is our success. Now
we will raise issues of
development - health,
education, employment,
social empowerment
and bring them centre
stage,” she said.
Congress UP candidates
Asha Singh: Mother of
the Unnao rape victim
whose struggle for justice continues as her
husband was killed, her
brother-in-law is in jail
and daughter sexually
assaulted and threatened
Po on a m Pa ndey:
ASHA worker fighting
for raise in remunerations
Ritu Singh: Assaulted
by BJP workers when
she recently tried to file
nomination for block
chief poll
Sadaf Jafar: Arrested
and jailed for anti CAANRC protests in Lucknow
Rajram Gonda: Led
the fight of Sonbhadra
tribals, whom Priyanka
supported
Supriya Aron: Former
Bereilly mayor
Louis Khurshid: Wife
of former union minister Salman Khurshid
Archana Mishra: Sitting CLP leader in UP

Qualification testing of cryogenic engine for Gaganyaan
programme successful: ISRO
BENGALURU, Jan 13 (Agencies): The
Indian Space Research Organisation has
successfully conducted the qualification
test of cryogenic engine for the Gaganyaan
programme for a duration of 720 seconds at
ISRO Propulsion Complex, Mahendragiri,
Tamil Nadu.
The performance of the engine met the
test objectives and the engine parameters
were closely matching with the predictions
during the entire duration of the test on
Wednesday, the Bengaluru-headquartered

space agency said.
“This successful long-duration test is a
major milestone for the Human Space Programme – Gaganyaan. It ensures the reliability and robustness of the cryogenic engine
for induction into the human-rated launch
vehicle for Gaganyaan”, an ISRO statement
said. Further, this engine will undergo four
more tests for a cumulative duration of 1,810
seconds, it said. Subsequently, ISRO said,
one more engine will undergo two shortduration tests and one long-duration test to

complete the cryogenic engine qualification
for Gaganyaan Programme. ISRO Chairman
K Sivan said earlier this month India’s flagship Gaganyaan project has completed the
design phase and entered into the testing
phase. “There is a directive to launch the
first unmanned mission before 75th anniversary of India’s independence (August 15,
2022) and all the stake-holders are putting
their best effort to meet the schedule. I am
sure that we will be able to meet this target”,
Sivan had said.

BJP poll panel to finalise UP
candidates; list expected
on Makar Sakranti

NEW DELHI, Jan 13
(Agencies): The BJP
Central Election Committee is meeting to discuss and finalise candidates for the upcoming
Assembly elections in
Uttar Pradesh.
The key decisionmaking body of the
party is also expected
to hold discussions on
states that go to polls in
the second phase, say
sources.
While the majority
of names for the initial
phases have almost been
finalised, the first list of
candidates is expected
soon.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath is likely to
contest from Ayodhya,
say sources.
Over the past two

days, the Uttar Pradesh
state core group, which
includes Yogi Adityanath and other senior
leaders, has been holding meetings with the
central leadership,
including Home Minister Amit Shah and party
president JP Nadda.
Nadda who tested
Covid positive has been
participating in these
meetings virtually.
The filing of nomination for the first phase
of the seven-phase Uttar
Pradesh polls is set to
begin on January 14.
The core group has
been working to shortlist probable candidates,
especially for constituencies which will go to
the polls in the initial
phases.

While the names
are expected to be
announced on Makar
Sakranti, the party
wants to keep some in
the hold for the time
being.
Despite her “declining vote share”, there
is an eager wait for BSP
supremo Mayawati to
reveal her candidates.
Though the BJP wants
to announce the majority of names as soon
as possible, there are
some seats on which
it needs to tread cautiously, especially the
ones where key rival
Samajwadi Party has
an upper hand, sources
say.
This is where BSP
leader Mayawati and
her traditional vote
share comes in.
The BSP has not allied
with any party and is
contesting all 403 seats
alone.With a “declining” vote share projection, it is projected to
win only eight to 16
seats. However, with a
dedicated vote share it
has the potential to spoil
the chances of many.

This 77-year-old man enrols
for Class 12 exam after passing
10th in 56th attempt
The story of this man pursuing his studies in his
70s is a source of inspiration for many.
JAIPUR, Jan 13 (Agencies): Proving
the adage that age is just a number,
one Hukumdas Vaishnav, a 77-yearold retired government employee from
Jalore, who flunked class X exams 55
times, has now got enrolled for class
XII exams.
Hukumdas Vaishnav cleared the
class X exam in 56th attempt.
The story of this man pursuing his
studies in his 70s is a source of inspiration for many.
Born in 1945 in Sardargarh village
of Jalore, Hukumdas passed class 1
to 8 from Teekhi village. For the first
time in 1962 in Mokalsar, he gave the
class X examination. The examination
centre was in Barmer. While he got
supplementary in the first exam, he
failed for the second time. His friends
challenged that he will never clear his
class X exam.
Accepting the challenge, Hukumdas
promised that he shall clear his class X
exam one day.
Hukumdas Vaishnav says that he
became a fourth grade employee in the
Ground Water Department.
Thereafter, he left regular studies and
started appearing for examinations as
a volunteer.
In 2005, he retired from the Treasury
Department as a Class IV employee.
Till 2010, he appeared for class X exam

organized by the Board of Secondary
Education for 48 times. After that, he
tried from the State Open Board and
finally in 2019, he passed 10th class
exam with second division. After that
he got enrolled for class 12 in 2021-22
session and will now appear for exams.
On Tuesday, Hukumdas Vaishnav
applied from the 12th arts class exams
at Government Higher Secondary
School, which is the reference centre
for the State Open in Jalore city.
Interestingly, even his grandson has
completed his schooling.

Failure of builder to obtain occupation
certificate is deficiency in service: SC
NEW DELHI, Jan 13 (Agencies): Failure of a builder to obtain occupation
certificate is a deficiency in service
under Consumer Protection Act 1986,
the Supreme Court has said.
A bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud
and A S Bopanna held that the builder
would be liable to refund money if the
homebuyers were forced to pay higher
taxes and water charges due to lack of
an occupancy certificate.
The apex court was hearing an appeal
against an order of the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission which dismissed a complaint by
a cooperative housing society seeking
refund of the excess taxes and charges
paid to the municipal authorities due to
alleged deficiency of the builder.
The NCDRC had dismissed the
complaint on the ground that it was
barred by limitation and that it was
not maintainable since it was in the
nature of a recovery proceeding and
not a consumer dispute. According to
the petitioner society, the builder failed
to take steps to obtain the occupation
certificate from the municipal authorities.
In the absence of the occupation certificate, individual flat owners were not

eligible for electricity and water connections, it said.
Due to the efforts of the society, temporary water and electricity connections were granted by the authorities,
however, the members of the appellant
had to pay property tax at a rate 25 per
cent higher than the normal rate and
water charges at a rate which was per
cent higher than the normal charge.
The top court set aside the NCDRC’s
order which had turned down society’s
plea against the builder and held they
should approach against the authorities which are charging higher taxes.
“In the present case, the respondent
was responsible for transferring the
title to the flats to the society along
with the occupancy certificate.
The failure of the respondent to
obtain the occupation certificate is
a deficiency in service for which the
respondent is liable. “Thus, the members of the appellant society are well
within their rights as ‘consumers’ to
pray for compensation as a recompense
for the consequent liability (such as
payment of higher taxes and water
charges by the owners) arising from
the lack of an occupancy certificate,”
the bench said in a recent order.
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Film on Amritsar-based engineer Jaswant Singh Gill
who saved 65 miners soon

Bollywood is all set to make
a movie on Amritsar-based Er
Jaswant Singh Gill, who died
on November 26, 2019. Gill had
played a significant role in the
rescue work of miners that got
trapped inside a flooded coal
mine in Raniganj of West Bengal
in 1989.
Akshay Kumar, Ajay Devgn
and Vicky Kaushal are under
consideration for Gill’s role.
Gill was awarded “Sarvottam
Jeevan Raksha Padak” by President Ramaswamy Venkataraman in 1991. Lately, a chowk on
Majitha Road was also named
after him.
Gill’s son Dr Sarvpreet
Singh Gill said his father had
entered into an agreement with

the makers and had given all
rights to director Dharmendra
Suresh Desai who had visited
the family recently. Born on
November 22, 1939, at Sathiala
in Amritsar, Gill had studied at
Khalsa School and graduated
from Khalsa College in 1959. A
segment of the film would be
shot in Amritsar and Khalsa
College too.
“When my father was alive,
he had held elaborate discussions with the movie crew. The
Coal India Ltd. too has been
contacted as the ground shoot
of the incident would be shot
at the original site. Similarly,
the Indian School of Mines in
Jharkhand would also be part
of the project,” he said.

Sandeepa Dhar turns Apsara for B
Praak and Jaani’s upcoming single
B Praak has collaborated with the television beauty Sandeepa
Dhar for the first time
for Jaani’s Ik Mili Mainu
Apsara.
Marking Sandeepa
Dhar’s first music video
single, the song is set to
release on January 15.
Sandeepa took to her
social media handle to
share the poster of her
first music video with
the stellar team of B
Praak and Jaani saying,
“Kickstarting 2022 with
this! Can’t wait for you
all to watch this video,
releasing on 15th Jan!
Get ready to dance
#ikmilimainuapsraa.”
Pa ssion ate ab out
dance since a young
age, Sandeepa pursued
it professionally and
earned a dance scholarship to Australia and
later headlined an international musical West
Side Story, being the
only Indian performer
with over 100 shows
across the globe.

Shehnaaz Gill looks glam
in new photo shoot, fans
quip, ‘sending pic to NASA
because you are a star’

Punjabi actor Shehnaaz Gill was seen
posing in a glamorous
black dress by designer
Gavin Miguel.
The Big Boss star wore
an asymmetrical black
mini-dress with an illusion panel on the neck
and feather detailing on
one shoulder. Shehnaaz
also wore a diamond
ring and a pair of black
earrings to go with her
black dress. The actor

has shared the new
photos from the shoot
with Dabboo Ratnani
and fans can’t keep
calm. In five hours, she
got 7.82 lakh likes.
‘You’re a star’, they
said. “Queen,” wrote
one user, while another
mentioned, “Shehnaaz
in black hits different.”
Yet another besotted
fan commented, “Sending this photo to NASA
because you are a star.”

It’s celebration time as Shubh
Laabh hits a century!

Featuring Geetanjali Tikekar, Chhavvi
Pandey and Tanisha
Mehta in pivotal roles,
Sony SAB’s Shubh Laabh
– Aapkey Ghar Mein
focuses on the lives
of modest small-town
families and throws
light on how to walk on
a righteous path with a
light-hearted attitude
amid troubles.
The show marked its
100th episode on January 11. Talking about
this milestone, Geetanjali said, “I always knew
it was a very special
project, and I can’t thank
the makers enough for
bestowing their trust
on me and giving me
a role like Savita. The

Ayushmann Khurrana and
brother Aparshakti buy lavish
homes in Mumbai

After a family house in Chandigarh,
Ayushmann Khurrana and his actor
brother Aparshakti Khurana have now
purchased two lavish apartments in
Mumbai. Both the apartments are said
to be in the same housing complex.
According to reports, the apartments
are located in Mumbai’s Lokhandwala
Complex. While one of the apartments
cost around Rs 19-crore, the other one
is reportedly worth Rs 7-crore.
The apartments owned by Ayushmann and Aparshakti are spread
across 4,027 sq ft, which comes with
parking for four cars. The brothers had
paid a stamp duty of Rs. 96.50 lakh on
November 29, 2021, for the same.
Meanwhile, on the work front, Ayushmann has two films this year. These are
Anek and Doctor G. Aparshakti on the
other hand will next be seen in Jayeshbhai Jordaar.

story is unique, neverseen-before on television, and I have always
been confident about it.”
Add i n g
f u r t h e r,
actress Tanisha said, “It
just feels like yesterday
when I came on board
as Shreya and started
shooting for Shubh
Laabh. The journey has
been a thrilling one
and there will always
be a feeling of immense
pride.
I’m glad that we will
get to celebrate this
momentous occasion
with the entire cast
and crew. The show
wouldn’t have been
the same without their
countless efforts to
make it what it is today.”

With an investment of Rs 1.5 crore,
AAS Vidyalaya grabs highest deal
on Shark Tank India

Sony Entertainment
Television’s Indian
adaption of the world’s
no1 business reality show – Shark Tank
had Vikas and Leena
Kakawini on the show
recently.
They run AAS Vidyalaya, an educational
start-up that aims to
take the school to those
children who are not

able to go to school.
Joining the husbandwife duo’s strong vision
of making a huge difference in society, Sharks
Peyush Bansal, Namita
Thapar and Ashneer
Grover gave them an
investment of Rs 1.5
crore for 15 per cent
equity, by far the highest deal on Shark Tank
India.

An over whelmed
Vikas said, “Being on
Shark Tank India today
feels like we have
finally got the much
needed wind beneath
our wings that we were
looking for. Collaboration with the Sharks,
the charismatic leaders
of the start-up industry
will give us special recognition at the national
level. This will give us
more visibility in other
states which in turn will
encourage more students to get educated
and generate employment. We want to connect the people from
remote areas who do
not get access to quality
education. This vision
of ours will be fulfilled
via the inputs of the
renowned Sharks.”

Meera Deosthale talks about
her dreams and aspiration

Having done shows such as Udaan
and Vidya, Meera Deosthale is looking
forward to another interesting project
that will touch the right chord with
the audience.
Meera will soon be signing her next
project. She says, “Livelihood in this
industry has suffered big time due
to Covid and sadly, makers are still
expecting actors to work for a very
less amount. Even after working for
so many years, not being able to bag
a part hurts sometimes. But I always
remember how I started and believe
that I have a long way to go.”
Meera loves her profession and
further says, “I like being creatively
involved and facing the camera. That
makes me truly happy. So yes, I love
my profession. At home, I have tried
to keep myself active with hobbies and
learning new things but that doesn’t
even get close to the satisfaction of a
good working day on the sets.” Talking
about what kind of role she is looking
forward to, the actress says, “I would
love to play challenging characters.

But I want to play a TV ki bahu/beti
at the end of the day. So, if I ever get to
do both in the same show, I would be
very happy.

‘Bachpan Ka Pyaar’ child singer
Sahdev recovers after accident,
thanks fans for wishes in this video
Child artist Sahdev Dirdo,
known for his viral hit ‘Bachpan
ka Pyaar’ song, says he has fully
recovered, a month after he met
with an accident.
The ten-year-old viral sensation
was injured when the motorcycle
on which he was riding pillion
skidded on the road in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district.
Dirdo took to Instagram on
Wednesday to share a video
about his recovery and captioned
it: “Words will never be enough.
Thank you all for all the prayers
and wishes”.
“Namaskar, I am Sahdev and I
have now fully recovered. I thank
you all, including the doctors
and staff, for your prayers and

wishes,” he said in the video.
View this post on Instagram
A post shared by Sahdev Dirdo
(@viralboy_sahdev)
A native of tribal-dominated
and Naxal-hit Sukma district,
the young boy became an internet sensation after a video of him
singing “Bachpan ka Pyaar” went
viral on the Internet. The video
was reportedly shot in 2019 inside
his classroom by his school teacher.
Last year in August, singer and
rapper Badshah came out with
a remix version of “Bachpan
ka Pyaar”, featuring Dirdo. In
December, the singer had assured
he would go to Raipur to see a
good neurosurgeon for Dirdo.

The Kapil Sharma Show Lohri special: Divya
Dutta reveals she had a crush on Salman Khan

Apart from hosting filmmaker-choreographer Farah Khan
and 90s star Raveena Tandon
this weekend, The Kapil
Sharma Show will also celebrate Lohri. The special episode
will feature actor Divya Dutta
and popular singers Jaspinder
Narula and Jasbir Jassi.
Divya Dutta will talk about
her new book The Stars in My
Sky on the comedy show. Divya
will reveal how she used her
free time during the lockdown
to pen the book, which gives
an insight into her journey in
Bollywood. The actor has also
opened up about the ‘stars’ in
the industry, who helped her
create a niche for herself.
While discussing the book,
Kapil Sharma will quiz Divya
about the throwback photo of
herself and Salman Khan that
she shared on her social media

handles recently. Confessing
that she had a crush on Salman,
the actor will reveal, “I had a
huge crush on Salman Khan
and ‘Maine Pyar Kiya’ had

just released. My uncle was
a director. I requested him to
get me a picture with Salman
Khan and around that time, I
also had a strong inclination

towards becoming an actor.
After many years, I shot with
Salman Khan in a film.” Besides
Divya Dutta sharing stories
from her Bollywood stint, the
singers will keep the audience
entertained. Jasbir Jassi will
take to the stage to perform on
“Gur Nalon Ishq Mitha”, and
get the whole team grooving.
Apart from singing her popular
numbers, Jaspinder Narula will
also talk about how she entered
Bollywood and debuted with
the late Jagjit Singh. The cast of
the show Krushna Abhishek,
Kiku Sharda Sudesh Lehri,
and Chandan Prabhakar will
also perform some hilarious
acts during the episode and
indulge in fun banter with
Kapil Sharma. The team will
also celebrate Lohri on the stage
with their guests.

Biden imposes first sanctions over North Korea
weapons programme
The sanctions target six North Koreans, one Russian and a Russian firm
WASHINGTON,
Jan 13 (Agencies): The
Biden administration
on Wednesday imposed
its first sanctions over
North Korea’s weapons
programmes following
a series of North Korean
missile launches, including two since last week.
The sanctions targeted
six North Koreans, one
Russian and a Russian
firm Washington said
were responsible for
procuring goods for
the programmes from
Russia and China.
The US Treasury said
the steps aimed both to
prevent the advancement of North Korea’s
programmes and to
impede its attempts to
proliferate weapons
technologies.
The United States also
proposed that five of
those individuals also
be blacklisted by the
United Nations Security Council, which
would need consensus
agreement by the body’s
15-member North Korea
sanctions committee.
The administration of
US President Joe Biden
has sought unsuccessfully to engage Pyongyang in dialogue to persuade it to give up its
nuclear bombs and missiles since taking office
in January last year.
US State Department
spokesman Ned Price
said the United States
remained committed
to pursuing diplomacy
with North Korea.
“What we have seen
in recent days ... only
underscores our belief
that if we are going to
make progress, that we
will need to engage in
that dialogue,” he told
a regular news briefing.
The Treasury Depart-

ment said the sanctions
followed six North
Korean ballistic missile
launches since September, each of which violated UN Security Council resolutions.
Under Secretary of the
Treasury for Terrorism
and Financial Intelligence Brian Nelson
said the moves targeted
North Korea’s “continued use of overseas
representatives to illegally procure goods for
weapons.”
North Korea’s latest
launches were “further
evidence that it continues to advance prohibited programs despite
the international community’s calls for diplomacy and denuclearization,” Nelson said in a
statement.
It said the State Department had designated
Russia-based North
Korean Choe Myong
Hyon, Russian national
Roman Anatolyevich
Alar and the Russian
firm Parsek LLC for
“activities or transactions that have materially contributed to the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction

Australia Covid-19
infections hit record amid
runaway Omicron outbreak
SYDNEY, Jan 13
(Agencies): Australia on
Thursday reported its
biggest pandemic caseload with a runaway
Omicron outbreak driving up hospitalisation
rates as the surge put
severe strain on supply
chains forcing authorities to ease quarantine
rules for more workers.
After successfully
containing the virus
earlier in the pandemic,
Australia has reported
nearly a million cases
over the last two weeks
as people slowly get
adjusted to living with
the coronavirus amid
fewer rest rict ion s.
Total infections detected since the pandemic
began neared 1.4 million.
More than 1,47,000
new cases have been
recorded so far on
Thursday in Australia, with about 92,000
in the most populous
state of New South
Wales (NSW), although
that includes a backlog of positive at-home
results dating back to
the beginning of January. Net new hospital
admissions and people
admitted to intensive
care are at their highest in the pandemic but
authorities have said
the health systems can
cope with the rising
cases.
A total of 53 new
deaths have been
reported so far, with
NSW suffering its deadliest day of the pandem-

ic with 22 deaths. But
the death rate during
the Omicron wave is
lower than prior outbreaks in Australia,
where more than 92%
of people above 16 are
double-dosed and a
booster drive is ramping up.
Amid pressure on
supply chains, Victorian state authorities
on Thursday exempted
more workers from
quarantine requirements for being close
contacts. Staff in emergency services, education and transport can
go back to work if they
are symptom-free.
“There is no quick fix
to this,” Victoria Premier Daniel Andrews
said during a media
conference on Thursday. “These are commonsense changes,
they will help but they
are not everything,
there is no simple solution.” Victoria’s move
comes ahead of a meeting of the national
cabinet - the group of
federal and state leaders - later on Thursday,
where Prime Minister
Scott Morrison will propose steps to relieve the
pressure on business
supply chains.
Queensland state on
Thursday decided to
fully open its domestic borders for the first
time in nearly two
years with travellers
not required to carry
border passes and negative COVID-19 results.
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or their means of delivery.”
It said Choe Myong
Hyon, a Vladivostokbased representative of
North Korea’s Second
Academy of Natural
Sciences (SANS), had
worked to procure telecommunications-related
equipment from Russia.
Four China-based
North Korean representatives of SANS-subordinate organisations
- Sim Kwang Sok, Kim
Song Hun, Kang Chol
Hak and Pyon Kwang
Chol - and one other
Russia-based North
Korean, O Yong Ho,
were also targeted.
Sim Kwang Sok, based
in Dalian, had worked
to procure steel alloys
and Kim Song Hun, who
was based in Shenyang,
software and chemicals,
Treasury said.
In a statement, US
Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken said
that between at least
2016 and 2021, O Yong
Ho had worked with
Parsek LLC and Alar,
the firm’s director for
development, to procure multiple goods
with ballistic missile

applications, including
Kevlar thread, aramid
fiber, aviation oil, ball
bearings, and precision
milling machines.
ROCKET FUEL MIXTURES
Blinken said Alar also
provided O Yong Ho
with instructions for
creating solid rocket fuel
mixtures.
“The procurement
and supply relationship between O Yong
Ho, Roman Anatolyevich Alar, and Parsek
LLC is a key source
of missile-applicable
goods and technology
for the DPRK’s missile
program,” his statement
said.
It also said O Yong Ho
had worked to procure
items including aramid
fiber, stainless steel
tubes and ball bearings
from “third countries”
it did not name.
North Korea’s UN mission, Russia and China’s
embassies in Washington and the Russian
firm did not respond to
requests for comment.
North Korean media
said leader Kim Jong
Un observed the test of
a hypersonic missile on

Tuesday, the second in
less than a week after he
vowed in a New Year
speech to bolster the
military with cuttingedge technology.
Tuesday’s test came
hours after the US
mission to the United
Nations, joined by Albania, France, Ireland,
Japan and the United
Kingdom, condemned
last week’s launch and
called on UN states to
fulfill sanctions obligations.
UN resolutions ban
North Korean ballistic
missile and nuclear tests
and impose sanctions.
Anthony Ruggiero, a
sanctions expert in the
former Trump administration that failed to persuade Kim to roll back
his nuclear program
despite unprecedented
engagement, called the
new sanctions “a good
start.”
However, he said the
Biden administration
had allowed a reversal
of sanctions pressure
and added: “Biden
needs to continue the
designations to increase
the pressure on the Kim
regime.”
Price did not respond
when asked why no
Chinese individuals or
entities were targeted, or
specifically when asked
if China and Russia
were doing enough to
enforce sanctions, but
stressed the importance
of all U.N. states doing
so, while adding: “Obviously we’ve not seen all
of that.”
Wednesday’s actions
freeze any US-related
assets of those targeted
and prohibit all dealings
with them.

UN mission speaks to crew
members of UAE-flagged
vessel seized by Houthis
with 7 Indians on board

UNITED NATIONS,
Jan 13 (Agencies): A
United Nations mission
said it has spoken to
the crew members of a
United Arab Emiratesflagged cargo vessel that
was seized by Houthi
rebels off the port of
Hodeidah in Yemen
and has seven Indians
on board.
“As part of its routine
weekly patrol, UNMHA
visited As-Salif port and
neighbouring areas this
afternoon. The patrol
team saw the RWABEE
vessel from a distance
and spoke to its crew
members,” the UN
Mission to support the
Hudaydah Agreement
(UNMHA) said in a
tweet on Wednesday.
“The UNMHA patrol
team also visited a
fish market and a local
school in As Salif to
interact with the local
population. No indication of militarisation
was observed in the
areas patrolled,” it said.
India has called for the
immediate release of
the seven Indian crew
members on board the
United Arab Emiratesflagged cargo vessel
Rawabi that was seized
by Houthis off the port
of Hodeidah in Yemen

earlier this month.
India’s Permanent
Representative to the
UN Ambassador T S
Tirumurti, speaking at
a UN Security Council
meeting on Yemen on
Wednesday, expressed
grave concern over the
seizure and detention of
the UAE vessel Rawabi.
Tirumurti “called for
the immediate release of
7 Indian crew members,
expressed deep concern about their safety
& well-being & that
Houthis should ensure
their safety till release.”
India also called upon
all parties to the conflict
to immediately cease
fighting, de-escalate the
situation and engage
unconditionally with
the Office of the Special
Envoy of the SecretaryGeneral for Yemen.
The External Affairs
Ministry said Tuesday
that all seven Indian
sailors onboard a United
Arab Emirates-flagged
cargo vessel that was
seized by Houthis off
the port of Hodeidah in
Yemen are safe and the
government is making
all efforts to secure their
early release.
Arindam Bagchi, the
spokesperson in the
ministry, said India has

been closely monitoring
developments following
the seizure of the UAE
flagged ship Rwabee by
the Houthis on January
2.
“We also understand
from the company and
other sources that all
Indian crew members
are safe. The government of India is making
all efforts to secure their
early release,” Bagchi
said.
The Houthi rebels
have a strong presence
in parts of Yemen.
“We are in touch with
the company operating the ship and have
been informed that out
of the 11 crew members
onboard the ship, seven
are from India,” Bagchi
said while replying to
a media query in New
Delhi.
“We urge the Houthis
to ensure the safety and
well-being of the crew
members and release
them immediately.
India is concerned at the
recent intensification of
fighting in Yemen and
hopes that all parties
will come to the negotiating table to find a
peaceful resolution to
the Yemen issue,” he
added.

US discourages India from acquiring Russian S-400
missile defence systems: Prez Biden’s nominee

WASHINGTON, Jan
13 (Agencies): The US
has made clear to India
that it is “discouraging”
it from proceeding with
its acquisition of S-400
missile defence systems from Russia but
Washington will have
to weigh “important
geostrategic considerations” while taking a
decision on growing
calls for a presidential
CAATSA waiver to
New Delhi, President
Joe Biden’s nominee for
Coordinator for Sanctions Policy has told
lawmakers.
In October 2018, India
signed a USD 5 billion deal with Russia
to buy five units of the
S-400 air defence missile systems, despite a
warning from the then
Trump administration
that going ahead with
the contract may invite
US sanctions.
The Biden administration has not yet
clarified whether it will
impose sanctions on
India under the provisions of the Countering
America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA) for procuring the S-400 missile
systems.
CAATSA is a tough US
law that was brought
in 2017 and authorises
the US administration
to impose sanctions on
countries that purchase
major defence hardware
from Russia.
James O’Brien, President Biden’s nominee
for the US State Depart-

ment’s coordinator
for sanctions policy
was asked at his confirmation hearing on
Wednesday if the US
experience with Turkey
provided any warning
or lessons on how to
proceed with India.
The US has already
imposed sa nct ions
on Turkey under the
CAATSA for the purchase of a batch of S-400
missile defence systems
from Russia.
Following the US sanctions on Turkey over
the procurement of
S-400 missile systems,
there were apprehensions that Washington
may impose similar
punitive measures on
India. Russia has been
one of India’s key major
suppliers of arms and
ammunition.
“I believe they are very
different circumstances,
and, of course, different
security partnerships—
but how do you believe
we should think about
the possibility of sanctioning our friends and
not just threats?” Senator Todd Young asked
O’Brien, a former career
employee of the State
Department.
In response, O’Brien
said it was difficult to
compare the two situations, with a NATO ally
that is breaking with
legacy defence procurement systems, and then
with India, a partner of
growing importance,
but that has legacy relationships with Russia.
“The administration

has made clear that it
is discouraging India
from proceeding with
the acquisitions of Russian equipment, and
there are important geostrategic considerations,
particularly with (unintelligible) relationship
to China. So, I think we
have to look at what the
balance is,” he said.
“And, of course, India’s
got some decisions in
front of it, so it would be
premature to say more.
But this is something I
look forward to working with you and other
interested members,”
O’Brien said.
India pursues an independent foreign policy
and its defence acquisitions are guided by its
national security interests, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
said in November last
year, amid apprehensions over the possibility of US sanctions
on New Delhi over the
procurement of S-400
missile systems from
Russia.
The S-400 is known as

Russia’s most advanced
long-range surfaceto-air missile defence
system.
Senator Young said
India was currently
taking delivery of the
Russian S-400 system
and was also in the
process of acquiring
new frigate ships from
Russia.
“Both are important
systems for the Indians,” he said.
“India is a vital ally in
our competition against
China, and thus, I
believe we should resist
taking any actions that
might drive them away
from us and the Quad.
I am therefore strongly
supportive of waiving CAATSA sanctions
against India, given our
shared foreign policy
interests,” he said.
“As most here know,
the Indians have a lot
of legacy systems from
previous decades, and
they are interoperable
with the Russians’ systems. And the Indians
seek to defend their land
border from Chinese

incursions and defend
the Indian Ocean from
an increasingly adventurous and lawless blue
ocean navy in the People’s Liberation Army,”
he said.
Quad - comprising
Japan, India, Australia
and the United States
- is a grouping of four
countries. In November
2017, the four countries
gave shape to the longpending proposal of
setting up the “Quad” to
develop a new strategy
to keep the critical sea
routes in the Indo-Pacific free of any influence.
In the midst of growing global concern over
China’s expansionist
behaviour, the foreign
ministers of the Quad
member nations met
in Tokyo on October 6
and reaffirmed their
collective vision for a
free, open and inclusive
Indo-Pacific.
There are growing
calls in the US urging
the Biden administration to grant the
CAATSA waiver to
India.
In October last year,
two powerful US Senators -- Mark Warner of
the Democratic Party
and John Cornyn of
the Republican Party
-- had urged President
Biden not to impose
provisions of CAATSA
aga i n st India for
buying the S-400 missile system, arguing
that it was in America’s
national security interest.
“We strongly encour-

age you to grant a
CAATSA waiver to
India for its planned
purchase of the S-400
Tr ium f su rface-toair missile system. In
cases where granting a
waiver would advance
the national security
interests of the US, this
waiver authority, as
written into the law by
Congress, allows the
President additional
discretion in applying
sanctions,” they wrote
in a letter to Biden.
Both Warner, Chairman of the Senate Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, and
Cornyn, Senate Minority Whip for the Grand
Old Party (GOP), are cochairs of the powerful
Senate India caucus, the
only country-specific
caucus in the US Senate.
Talking about his
visit to India, Senator
Tommy Tuberville said,
“I was heartened that
Prime Minister Modi
not only committed the
continuing support of
our Freedom of Navigation Operations but
that India will increase
them”.
Tuberville is a member
of the Senate Armed
Services Committee.
“Visited the Philippines,
Guam, Taiwan, and
India. Purpose: listen to
our allies and see firsthand the threat China
poses to its neighbours,
free trade, and democracy. We also discussed
the region’s response to
COVID,” he had said.
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Djokovic named in ‘temporary’ Australian Open
Malvika knocks idol Saina
draw as visa row rages on
Nehwal out of India Open

												
												

The 34-year-old defending champion was bracketed to play unseeded fellow Serb
Miomir Kecmanovic in the first round at Melbourne Park

MELBOURNE, Jan
13 (Agencies): World
number one Novak
Djokovic was confirmed
in the Australian Open
draw at a delayed ceremony on Thursday even
though the Serb’s bid
for a record 21st Grand
Slam title could yet be
cancelled by Australian
authorities.
The
3 4 -ye a r - old
defending champion
was bracketed to play
unseeded fellow Serb
Miomir Kecmanovic
in the first round at
Melbourne Park after
organisers delayed the
draw for more than an
hour without explanation.
Tournament director
Craig Tiley declined to
take questions at the
end of the subdued ceremony, with Australian
Immigration Minister
Alex Hawke still weighing whether to revoke
Djokovic’s visa for a
second time after it was
cancelled on his arrival
at Melbourne airport.

Djokovic’s inclusion
in the draw was greeted with scepticism on
social media, with fans
predicting organisers would have to do
another draw before
the tournament starts
on Monday.
“Respected international journalists are
now calling it a ‘temporary’ Australian Open
draw,” former tournament director Paul
McNamee tweeted.
“Having once been the
Tournament Director
for 12 years, and knowing the enormous contributions by so many
over the years, I have
to say I don’t like our
Grand Slam being subject to ridicule.”
The buildup to the
year’s first Grand Slam
has been completely
dominated by the visa
saga.
Top seed Djokovic,
a vaccine sceptic, was
given a medical exemption to play without
COVID-19 vaccination

but Australian Border
Force officials decided
the exemption was
invalid.
He was then detained
for several days before
being freed on Monday
after winning a court
case.
If Australia declines to
move against Djokovic
again, the Serb has a
reasonably smooth path
to the second week of
the Grand Slam, with
seventh seeded Italian Matteo Berrettini
looming as a potential
quarter-final opponent.
After missing out on
several days’ training
while detained, Djokov-

ic practised on Rod
Laver Arena’s centre
court on Thursday in
front of media for the
first part of the session.
“Obviously his preparation is beyond bad,”
his former coach Boris
Becker told the BBC this
week.
“I don’t think he’s ever
been in a worse position entering the week
before a Grand Slam,
but that’s just the way
it is.” Sixth seed Rafa
Nadal, who is level
with Djokovic on 20
Grand Slam titles along
with the absent Roger
Federer, will open
his campaign against

unseeded American
Marcos Giron.
Russian second seed
Da n i i l Me dve dev,
who was thrashed by
Djokovic in last year’s
final before turning the
tables on the Serb in the
US Open decider, will
play Swiss Henri Laaksonen.
Third seed and Olympic champion Alex
Zverev meets fellow
German Daniel Altmaier.
In the women’s draw,
top seed and home hero
Ash Barty will start her
bid for a maiden Australian Open title against a
qualifier.
Champion Naomi
Osaka, seeded 13th, will
begin her title defence
against Colombia’s
Camila Osorio.
In a match of Grand
Slam title winners, British US Open champion
Emma Raducanu faces
a tough opener against
American Sloane Stephens.

Time for future stars to shine as Caribbean
hosts U-19 World Cup for first time

GEORGETOWN (GUYANA),
Jan 13 (Agencies): Future stars
will get their big stage to shine
when the ICC U-19 World Cup
begins here on Friday with
record four-time champions
India being firm favourites to
clinch another title.
The tournament, facing the
constant threat of the COVID-19
pandemic, will feature 16 teams
divided across four groups and
is being held in the Caribbean
for the first time.
India are in Group B while the
second most successful team in
the competition, Australia, is in
Group D.
Bangladesh, who had upset
the mighty India to win their
maiden U-19 World Cup trophy
in South Africa two years ago,
are placed in Group A.
Two-time winners Pakistan are in Group C alongside
Afghanistan, who arrived late
in the Caribbean due to visa
issues and will go into their
opening game without a warmup match. Top two teams from
each group will enter the quarterfinals.
The tournament’s bio-bubble
has not been breached yet but
the Zimbabwe and Pakistan
squads have already been hit
by COVID-19.
Scotland replaced New Zealand in the competition after
the 1998 runners-up decided
to withdraw due to quarantine
restrictions for minors back
home.
Hosts West Indies take on
Australia while Scotland face
Sri Lanka in the tournament
openers on Friday. India will
begin their campaign against
South Africa on Saturday in
Guyana.
The contenders:
India
Record four-time champions
India have to be among the title

favourites despite the current
squad not inspiring confidence
seen in the previous batches.
Having arrived here straight
from Dubai after winning the
Asia Cup, India’s preparation
has been good.
After a hard quarantine of five
days, the Yash Dhull-led squad
got back to the grind and beat
Australia in their warm-up
game.
Expectations will be high from
opener Harnoor Singh, Delhi
batter and skipper Yash, Shaik
Rasheed and pacer Rajvardhan
Hangargekar who all showed
promise in the Asia Cup.
India have the biggest talent
pool and that is the primary
reason why a player only gets
one opportunity to play in the
U-19 World Cup, unlike most
teams.
Australia:
Only India have won the tournament more times than Australia’s three titles. the team is
also second in terms of matches
won and win percentage.
In fact, in 12 previous appearances, Australia have made it
through to at least the semifinals on eight occasions, and
they are remarkably consistent.
The last win came back in 2010
by a team featuring Mitchell
Marsh, Adam Zampa and Josh
Hazlewood, who 11 years later
would play key roles as Australia claimed the men’s T20 World
Cup 2021.
This time around, all-rounder Cooper Connolly will lead
the side, and he will have fond

memories of taking on the host
nation. In 2020 he hammered
64 off 53 balls against the West
Indies in a play-off match that
was eventually abandoned due
to rain.
He is the only player who
returns from the 2020 squad,
but will not lack for support,
notably from ambidextrous
spinner Nivethan Radhakrishnan.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh created history in
2020 and will be aiming for an
encore. Prior to 2020, their previous best performance came in
2016 when a team captained by
Mehidy Hasan Miraz finished
third overall on home soil.
Captaining the side this time
around is left-arm spinner
Rakibul Hasan, who part of the
winning squad in South Africa.
Bangladesh lost heavily to
India in the Asia Cup semifinals last month.
Pakistan
Only India have reached the
tournament final more often
than Pakistan, who have done
so on five occasions in total.
The glory years came back
in 2004 and 2006, with backto-back titles from squads featuring the likes of future skipper Sarfraz Ahmed, as well as
Wahab Riaz and Imad Wasim.
More recently, Shaheen Shah
Afridi first caught the eye in the
2018 U19 World Cup, so the conveyor belt of talent has shown
no signs of slowing down.
In the West Indies, all-rounder
Qasim Akram will captain the
side that is coached by former
Pakistan batter Ijaz Ahmed.
Qasim will be joined by toporder batter Muhammad Shehzad who is also back for his
second appearances in the tournament.
England
It has now been 24 years since

Kohli, Pant take India to 130/4
at lunch on Day 3

CAPE TOWN, Jan 13 (Agencies):
Rishabh Pant’s attacking 51 and Virat
Kohli’s patient 28 took India to 130 for
four in their second innings at lunch
on day three of the series-deciding
third Test against South Africa here
on Thursday.
India’s overall lead is now 143.
The visitors lost Cheteshwar Pujara
(9) and Ajinkya Rahane (1) after resuming at 57 for two.
Brief Scores:
India: 223 and 130 for 4 in 43 overs.
(R Pant 51 batting, V Kohli 28 batting;
Marco Jansen 2/25, K Rabada 2/45).
South Africa: 210 all out.

England’s sole victory in the
competition, but the team did
reach the semi-finals on the
way to a third place finish back
in 2014.
Last time around, England
failed to go beyond the first
round, edged out in a group
also featuring Australia and the
West Indies before going on to
finish ninth with three wins in
the play-offs.
This year, Hampshire batter
and skipper Tom Prest will be
hopeful of a stronger showing
for a completely new-look side
coached by Richard Dawson.
The team also features Barbados-born spinner Jacob Bethell,
who will hope to impress on
his return to the Caribbean, as
well as fellow spinner Archie
Lenham, who featured regularly for Sussex across all three
formats in 2021 at the age of just
17.
Sri Lanka
The squad will be high on
confidence having made the
Asia Cup final. Sri Lanka will
be looking for an improved
showing after going out in the
first round in each of the last
two editions.
Semi-finalists in 2016 with a
squad featuring Avishka Fernando, Charith Asalanka and
Wanindu Hasaranga, they have
twice finished third in their
group since.
The aim will be to avoid a
third straight failure to make
the quarter-finals, but the group
in which they find themselves
will not be easy.
Matheesha Pathirana is back
in the squad after playing in
2020 when Sri Lanka finished
10th overall.
Dunith Wellalage will captain the side having previously
withdrawn from the squad to
focus on his studies.

India Open 2022:
Bansod upsets Saina

NEW DELHI, Jan 13
(Agencies): Malvika
Bansod caused an upset
at the Yonex-Sunrise
India Open 2022 on
Thursday (January 13)
with a straight games
win over former world
No. 1 Saina Nehwal

to reach the women’s
singles quarterfinal
in New Delhi. Bansod
became only the second
Indian to Nehwal since
2017 in any international tournament. Bansod
defeated Nehwal 21-17,
21-9.

NEW DELHI, Jan 13
(Agencies): Two-time
Olympic medallist shuttler PV Sindhu and HS
Prannoy advanced to
the quarterfinals but
the promising Malvika
Bansod ended her idol
Sania Nehwal’s campaign at the Yonex-Sunrise India Open here on
Thursday.
Former champion
and 2012 Olympic
bronze medallist Saina
suffered a 17-21 9-21
straight game loss to
her 20-year-old compatriot Malvika.
Ma lv i k a, ra n ked
111th, took 34 minutes
to see off the former
world number 1.
“It was my first meeting with Saina Nehwal.
She has been my idol
since I started playing
badminton. So playing
against her was a dream
come true and that too,
in the Indian Open, on
such a big stage.

“... A Super 500 tournament, it was a big
achievement for me,
one of the biggest wins
of my career so far,”
Malvika said after her
win.
Coming back from
knee and groin injuries,
Saina, who had won
her first round match
on Tuesday, was happy
with the her movement
on the court but said
she had a lot of catching
up to do on the fitness
front.
“Today I was moving
on the court but my fitness is still not where
it should be. So I came
here to see were I stand.
My body is good but fitness level I need to work
on,” Saina said, adding,
that she Malvika is
“very good” in rallies
and has a bright future.
Earlier, the top seed
Sindhu had no problem dispatching fellow
India Ira Sharma 21-10

21-10.
She will meet compatriot Ashmita Chaliha,
who got the better of
french shuttler Yaelle
Hoyaux 21-17 21-14, in
the quarterfinal.
Malvika will next
take on fellow Indian
Aakarshi Kashyap in
the quarterfinals.
Aakarshi had defeated compatriot Keyura
Mopatin 21-10 21-10
in another women’s
singles second round
match.
Prannoy received a
walkover as his opponent Mithun Manjunath withdrew from
the tournament after
testing positive for
COVID-19.
The men’s top seed
Kidambi Srika nth,
doubles player Ashwini
Ponnappa, Ritika Rahul
Thkar, Treesa Jolly,
Simran Aman Singh
and Khushi Gupta are
the other players who
had to withdraw from
the tournament due to
the positive COVID-19
results, which led to
several walkovers.
Prannoy will meet the
winner of the second
round clash between
third seed Lakshay Sen
and Felix Burstedt of
Sweden.
Sameer Verma’s campaign also came to an
end in the men’s singles
as he retired midway
during his secondround match against
Brain Yang of Canada
due to calf strain.

Harris out, Khawaja to
open for Australia in 5th
Ashes test

MELBOURNE, Jan
13 (Agencies): Usman
Khawaja will open for
Australia in the fifth
Ashes Test in Hobart
against England in
place of the dropped
Marcus Harris, captain
Pat Cummins said on
Thursday.
K h awaja,
who
replaced Travis Head
in the middle order in
the fourth Test, scored
back-to-back centuries
at the Sydney Cricket
Ground in a stunning
return after more than
two years out of the test
side.
Head reclaims the
number five position after contracting
COVID-19 and being
forced into isolation
following Australia’s
series-sealing win in

the third test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.
Harris scored a testhigh 76 in the low-scoring MCG match but has
made a modest 179 runs
at 29.83 for the series.
“I think he knew it
was coming,” Cummins told reporters.
“The message to Harry
is we think he’s going
really well.
“I thought Marcus
has been really good, I

think he’s been growing
each game.
He’s certainly part of
the future.” Australia
have yet to decide on
their bowling attack for
Hobart, with paceman
Scott Boland under an
injury cloud.
Jhye R icha rdson,
who took a five-wicket
innings haul in the
second test in Adelaide,
could return to the side
if Boland is ruled out.

India Open: Srikanth, 6 other players
withdrawn after testing positive for Covid
NEW DELHI, Jan 13 (Agencies): The
India Open tournament was on Thursday rocked by the Covid pandemic
with as many as seven Indian shuttlers,
including reigning world championship silver medallist Kidambi Srikanth,
withdrawing from the event after testing positive for the virus.
The Badminton World Federation
(BWF) announced this in the wee
hours, before the Badminton Association of India (BAI) confirmed the
names. Besides Srikanth, the other
players withdrawn are Ashwini Ponnappa, Ritika Rahul Thakar, Treesa
Jolly, Mithun Manjunath, Simran
Aman Singh and Khushi Gupta.
“The players returned a positive
result to a mandatory RT-PCR test conducted on Tuesday. Doubles partners
deemed close contact of the seven players have also been withdrawn from
the tournament,” the world governing
body said in a statement.
“The players will not be replaced in
the main draw and their opponents
will be given a walkover to the next
round.” Initially, the BWF didn’t reveal
the names of the seven players.

Earlier, B Sai Praneeth, the 2019
world championship bronze medallist, double specialists Manu Attri and
Dhruv Rawat had tested positive for
the virus ahead of their departure for
the national capital and had pulled out
before the start of the tournament.
The entire England badminton contingent had also withdrawn ahead of
the Super 500 event after the country’s
doubles specialist Sean Vendy and
coach Nathan Robertson tested positive for the virus.
Organised by the BAI, the 2022 edition of India Open is being held behind
closed doors at the Indira Gandhi Stadium’s KD Jadhav Indoor Hall.
As per the Covid protocols, all the
participating players are being tested
every day at the hotel and outside the
stadium.
Two-time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu, World Championships silver
and bronze medallists Kidambi Srikanth and Lakshya Sen, and London
Games bronze winner Saina Nehwal
are among the Indian players who have
reached the second round of the tournament.
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LG Electronics in association with Radio Pt. Premnath Dogra Memorial FC wins Heeralal Bhadrecha honored with
Mini Football Champions Cup 2022
Swami Vivekananda Award
Mirchi hosts event on Lohri
Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 13: With
Lohri round the corner
marking the passing of
the winter solstice, LG
Electronics (LG) India’s
leading consumer electronics brand associated
with Radio Mirchi for
an event at Ansal Grace
at Jammu which was
hosted by RJ Swetama.
The event saw product
line up display from
LG which included the
latest range of LG’s
Home Entertainment

and Home Appliances
products.
Additionally, the
event also saw different
fun filled activities and
performances by prominent band :-”The beats”.
The audiences were
seen dancing bhangra
and gidda to the beat
of the dhol to celebrate
food, harvest and joy.
Commenting during
the event, Surjeet
Manhas, Branch Manager, LG Electronics,
Jammu said, “As we

know, the people of
Jammu are gearing up
for Lohri, we at LG
Electronics are thrilled
to be associated with
Radio Mirchi. We have
always believed in creating a value proposition for our customers.
We are certain that our
special offers and product display will enable
them to enrich their lifestyle with LG products.
We hope these festivals
bring prosperity, happiness and joy for all”

Top News Report

Top News Report

Ch. Zulfikar Ali participates in protest at Roop
Nagar against JDA’s demolition drive

JAMMU, Jan 13: The
final match between Pt.
Premnath Dogra Memorial FC and Udhampur
City FC commenced in
the presence of Deputy
Mayor Adv. Purnima
Sharma as the Chief
Guest along with Senior
football player Rakesh
Khanna, President Mini
Football Association
J&K (MFAJK) Devashish Sharma, General
Secretary MFAJK Manik
Bandral, Vice President Pranav Bandral,
Tresurer MFAJK Arjun
Sharma, Sr. Manager
MFAJK Kuldeep Singh,
Manager MFAJK Dalip
Singh in the presence
of Ansh Gupta, Faizan
Mirza, Anirudh Gupta
and other members of

Seeks resettlement of displaced nomad families

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Apni
Party Vice President
and Former Minister
Choudhary Zulfikar Ali
on Thursday participated in a protest-dharna at
Roop Nagar against the
demolition of residential houses of the Tribal
Community by Jammu
Development Authority
(JDA).
Participating in the
protest, he expressed
solidarity with the
family members and
demanded that a
detailed investigation
must be conducted in
the issue leading to
the dismantling of the
houses at Roop Nagar.
“This probe must be

time bound and the
erring officials of JDA
must be held accountable for the injustice,”
he said.
Addressing the protesters said, “The
Tribal Community
was assured following the abrogation of
Art 370 that the rights
from which you were
deprived previously
will be given to you.
However, the opposite
has happened with this
community.”
“An assurance was
given to make them
equal with other sections of the society. The
Forest Rights Act was
implemented on the
papers, but there is no
implementation of the

Act on the ground leading to the suffering of
the tribal community,”
he said.
He extended full support to the tribal community and will do
everything to resettle
the displaced families.
“In this harsh weather
condition and covid19
situation, the JDA has
displaced women and
children with no alternative to live,” he said.
He said that they
will raise this issue
with the Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha and seek
a high level probe into
the issue. We will also
seek resettlement of the
displaced families, he
added.

ANANTNAG, Jan 13: The Director
Agriculture Kashmir, Chowdhary
Mohammad Iqbal today said that the
Department had adopted a multi level
monitoring mechanism to ensure that
only the genuine inputs (seed, pesticides, fertilizers) reaches Kashmir Division and the interests of farming community are safeguarded.
The Director said this after relocating
the Departmental Lower Munda Check
point. He highlighted the importance
of close vigil to monitor the inflow of
agriculture inputs (Seed, Fertilizer, Pesticides) to Kashmir Division and asked
the concerned officers of the Checkpoint to work in close coordination
with the district administration so that
the timely action in the right direction
could be ensured.

Union Territory signs
eight investment agreements during its week at
India Pavilion
among others to discuss the opportunities and potential areas of collaboration.
During its participation at EXPO2020
Dubai, the UT of J&K has signed eight
MoUs with LuLu Group, Al Maya Group,
MATU Investments LLC, GL Employment Brokerage LLC, Century Financial
and Noon E-commerce, Grandeur Business Solutions respectively along with one
Letter of Intent (LoI) with Magna Waves
Pvt. Ltd, Emaar Group and Lulu International. The investment ranges from real
estate, tourism, infrastructure & healthcare
sectors among others.
While Emaar properties will be developing a shopping mall in Srinagar, LuLu
Group will set up a food processing and
logistics (FPL) hub in Srinagar. UAE’s Cen-

Iqbal said that the availability of the
quality inputs has a direct and long
term impact on the overall agriculture
economy of the region. He impressed
upon the concerned officers to adopt
and take help from modern scientific
technologies in ensuring that only quality agriculture inputs are made available to the farming community.
The Director was accompanied by
Chief Agriculture Officer Anantnag/
Kulgam and other senior officers of the
Department.
Later, the Director visited Ganderbal
district of central Kashmir and took
stock of the implementation of various
programmes and schemes.
Chief Agriculture Officer Ganderbal and senior officers of the district
apprised him of different activities of
the department in the concerned district.

tury Financial will also be investing $100m
to build three hotels and one commercialresidential complex in the UT of J&K.
Manoj Sinha also inaugurated a two-day
Buyer-Seller meet between sellers from the
UT of J&K and buyers from the UAE under
the ‘One District One Product’ initiative.
The event was done in collaboration with
Invest India and attended by Dr Aman
Puri, Consul General of India in Dubai and
Deputy Commissioner-General for India.
Sinha launched the world-famous GItagged saffron at LuLu Hypermarket in
Dubai.
The week observed the presence of eminent dignitaries including Ranjan Prakash
Thakur, Principal Secretary, Industry &
Commerce, J&K, Sarmad Hafeez, Secretary Tourism, UT of J&K, Mehmood
Ahmad Shah, Director Industries Kashmir, Ghulam Nabi Yatoo, Director Tourism
Kashmir, Vivekanand Rai, Director Tourism Kashmir and Bakshi Javed Humayun,
Director SKICC.

Farooq Abdullah out-

match of the Mini Football Association’s New
Year Champions Cup
2022.
After the match, the
Winner and Runner up
teams were awarded
medals and trophies
by the Deputy Mayor
Advocate Purnima
Sharma, General Secretary Manik Bandral,
Devashish President,
Arjun Sharma Tresurer,
Senior Manager Kuldeep Singh and other
members of MFAJK and
in the presence of Senior
Football Player Rakesh
Khana.
The leading goal
scorer in this year’s
tournament was given
to Devashish Sharma
with 9 goals. He was
also named the man of
the match.

Altaf Bukhari urges Govt to order high level
probe in Roop Nagar demolition drive

Agriculture Department relocates Checkpoint
at Lower Munda, Qazigund
Top News Report

MFAJK.
The match between
the two giants was
refreed by Shubham as
the Centre refree along
with Arjun Sharma and
Faizan Mirza as the line
refree.
Alyas’s single goal
after 5 minutes of the
start made PPDM FC
took the lead through
1-0, who rifled the ball
into the lower right
corner with a powerful right-footed strike
in the 5th minute of the
first half.
During the second
half, both the teams
locked horns but not
goals were scored by
the either side which
ultimately led to the
victory of Pt. Prem Nath
Dogra Memorial with a
score of 1-0 in the final

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Apni Party President
Syed Mohammed Altaf Bukhari has
appealed to the Govt to order a high
level probe into the alleged selective
demolition drives of Jammu Development Authority against the tribal community.
In a statement issued here, Bukhari
said that it was unfortunate to know
about the plight of the marginalized
nomad families during the harsh winter
season whose houses were recently
dismantled by JDA in a drive which
is being questioned for its selective
approach.
“JDA displaced them by demolishing
their concrete houses and cattle sheds
without prior notices which is injustice
and should be investigated. From the
last several years, the people of Jammu,
especially the marginalized section of
society, have accused JDA for its selective approach,” he said.
He said that the allegations against
the JDA must be probed by a high level
investigation team and Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha must monitor the investigation.
“These kinds of acts create a sense
of insecurity and mistrust against the

Govt. There must be accountability
and the displaced persons should be
resettled appropriately by adopting a
humanitarian approach,” he said.
He said that the Apni Party believes
that the rights of the Forest Right Act
should be extended to the tribal community/other forest dwellers in actual
form on the ground and the poor
people should not be made homeless
for one reason or another.
“The JDA has become infamous for
such drives in Jammu. It appears they
do not have a proper development plan
for Jammu. If several illegal colonies
can be regularized selectively, why
can’t the houses of nomads whose
ancestors have lived in these places
and protected the land much before
the existence of JDA,” he said.
He said that “There must be a planned
housing as well as regularization policy
for the residential colonies without
partial approach against anyone. And,
everyone should get benefits of these
policies. In the past too, they launched
similar drives and majority of them
turned out to be selective as they were
focused on the displacement of tribals.”
“We believe that the Govt must step
in immediately and hold the erring
officials of JDA responsible for their
selective approach as it is dividing the
society. The Apni Party will not tolerate
such elements and we will fight for the
rights of tribals and other marginalized
sections of society,” he added.
Meanwhile, he also demanded that
the colonies of tribals should be regularized and the poor should not be
harassed again in the name of antiencroachment drives.
As a welfare state, he said, the Govt
must act for the welfare of the people
and should not put the people in unnecessary hardship which cannot be justified.

FROM PAGE 1

JAMMU, Jan 13: President, Shanti Foundation
Gonda, Uttar Pradesh,
Sunil Kumar, honored
Heeralal Bhadrecha
with Swami Vivekananda Award in a program
in the presence of spe-

Be a self warrior during upsurge
in COVID cases: Balbir

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: The
time has come when
every citizen has to
take serious note of the
unprecedented surge in
COVID cases and adopt
prescribed precautions
without any delay or
excuse.
Each one of us has
to be own saviour and
take care of our own
ones as well in view of
the alarming situation,
wherein, even healthcare workers too are
not safe. This was stated
by Jammu and Kashmir BJP Spokesperson
Balbir Ram Rattan.
“During the last over
one year, COVID-19
has consumed a large
number of precious
human lives and now
the Omicron variant
is infecting the people

Top News Report
ANANTNAG, Jan 13:
The President, Municipal Council Anantnag
today in presence of
CEO MC Anantnag laid
the foundation stone
for Ghanta Ghar at Lal
Chowk, Anantnag.
Speaking on the occasion, President MC
said that after holding
detailed deliberations
with all stakeholders
including traders association, public transport
owners association,
members of civil society the location as well
the design of the clock
tower has been finalized. He said the work
has been allotted and

links from rest of the
country , Jammu wakes
up to minimal visibility

He demanded that the groups and individuals spewing hate be taken to task. “It
is high time that the government stops
emboldening these hatemongers with its
inaction and establishes rule of law,” he
said.

traditionally marks the end of the bitter
winter cold is being celebrated.
Both Jammu city and Katra town had 5.5,
Batote minus 0.1, Banihal minus 1.0 and
Bhaderwah minus 2.7 as the night’s lowest
temperature.
Reports from Ladakh said that entire
region was gripped under intense cold.
Drass town , which is considered as the
second coldest place in the world after
Siberia, recorded minus 21.9 degrees Celsius , while Leh and Kargil recorded minus
15.5 and minus 16.9 respectively.
MET official said the night temperatures
are likely to drop further and the day temperatures are expected to rise during the
next 48 hours as the weather is generally
expected to remain dry during this period.

has been initiated, he said , adding people
are requested to cooperate with police till
the area at encounter site is completely
sanitized and cleared of all the explosive
materials, if any.

Kashmir cut off by road

fast. For protection of
our lives, the COVID
Approptiate Behaviour
(CAB) should be followed strictly”, Balbir
said and added that
each one of us need to
become self warrior for
safe and secure life.
Balbir further said that
the people should keep
in mind the views of the
health experts according to whom ‘having
injected with both the
doses is not certificate
of no future risk of the
infection.
He also stressed upon
immediate getting
booster dose by the
people falling in the
categorised class.
Meanwhile, Balbir
appreciated the efforts
being put by the government to establish 2
Genomic Sequencing
Labs(GSLs), one each
in Srinagar and Jammu
within next month.
He said that it will be
a big facility for testing
genome sequencing in
Omicron cases at local
levels and save time as
well because till now
the samples have been
sent outside J&K for the
purpose.

Foundation Stone laid for
Ghanta Ghar at Anantnag

raged at Muslim genocidal calls by right wing
outfits

14 militants killed 12 days
of January month: IGP
Kashmir

cial guest Padmashree
Dr. Vijay Kumar Shah,
Maharashtra.
The
event was attended by
Eva Rajesh Patel from
Gujarat, well known
author columnist from
Ahmedabad as well
as advocate of women
empowerment, social
activist, internationally active and popular
international magazine
to protect human rights,
brand ambassador of
the country and many
social organizations
abroad.
Swami Vivekananda
Award was given to
Gujarat Samachar.

Medical student dies of

execution has started
from today only.
The clock tower that
is being constructed
under devolutionary
grants with an estimated cost of Rs 40 lacs
shall be 30ft tall, square
in shape with side of 7.5
ft. The rotary below the
tower will be made in
devri stone with a diameter of 15ft.
He informed that the
provision has been
made for nocturnal illumination of the tower
and the work is expected to be completed by
April, 2022.
Among others, officials of MC Anantnag
were present on the
occasion.

suspected cardiac arrest
at SMHS hospital
evening, his family said on Thursday.
The family of Muhammad Rashid, son
of Ghulam Qadir Ahanger, a resident of
Model town Sopore, told agency that they
called Rashid on his phone at around 4
pm on Wednesday but he did not pick up.
Rashid, they said, was putting up at a
rented accommodation in Karan Nagar
locality of the city.
“We were worried after he didn’t answer
repeated phone calls. We then called one of
his colleagues at the hospital who went to
his (Rashid’s) room, but found him lying
unconscious,” said a family member.
Rashid was later shifted to SMHS hospital where doctors declared him dead “due
to heart attack”, added the family member.
Authorities at SMHS Hospital could not
be immediately contacted for their comments. The story will be updated when
their version is available.
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DC launches first of its kind ‘Rozgar App’ in Budgam
Top News Report

BUDGAM, Jan 13:
The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Budgam,
Shahbaz Ahmed Mirza
today e-inaugurated
first of its kind Rozgar
App during a meeting
held at Conference Hall,
Budgam.
The App developed
by National Informatics Centre, Budgam,
carries a wide range
of department wise
employment schemes
and shall ensure easy
and hassle-free access
to unemployed youth
to opt for these employment schemes.
Deliberating on the
benefits of Rozgar App,
the DC said that the
details include information of 255 schemes,

scope, incentives, eligibilit y, subsidiary
and financial support
and compendium of
schemes in PDF format
which applicants can
avail with one click on
their phone from anywhere and anytime.
The DC urged unemployed youth to make
best use of the app and
opt for any employment

scheme in any sector
they are interested in.
E mph a s i z i ng
on
awareness generation
about the app, the DC
said that the application
would be of great help
to improve the graph of
self-employment generation in the district.
He added that the app
not only shall ensure
transparency in the

NSS units of KCM GDC
Poonch organizes seminar
on National Youth Day
Top News Report
POONCH, Jan 13:
NSS units of KCM Govt
Degree College Poonch
organised a Seminar on
‘National Youth Day’
on the topic, “Life and
Teachings of Swami
Vivekananda” under
the overall supervision of Principal KCM
GDC Poonch Prof. M.
H. Shah.
More than 87 participants participated in
the seminar.
Prof. M. H. Shah delivered key note address
on Life and Teachings
of Swami Vivekananda.

He urged the youth to
follow the teachings of
Swami ji to be successful in life. He urged to
uphold and respect the
Indian culture and promote our value system
of selfless service as
dreamt by Swami Vivekananda.
Prof. Khadim Hussain
Co-ordinator IQAC and
Prof. Fateh Mohammad
Abbasi NSS Program
Officer convened this
seminar. Prof. Nusrat
Kousar NSS Program
Officer acted as Organising Secretary.
Deepa n kar Dut ta
Senior NSS Volunteer

conducted the proceedings of the seminar.
Prof. Lovleen Kour,
Prof. Shaista Parveen
a nd P r of. Mohd
Basharat
acted as
judges. Asma Gulzar,
Maryam Manzoor and
Anjum Firdose got the
1st, 2nd and 3rd positions in the seminar
respectively.
Prof. Fateh Mohammad Abbasi, NSS Programme Officer presented the welcome
address whereas formal
vote of thanks was presented by Prof. Nusrat
Kousar NSS Program
Officer.

Ajeet Bhagat greets people
on Lohri
Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Jan 13:
Social Activist Ajeet
Bhagat greeted people

on Lohri. In the light
of bonfire, he prayed
and hoped that the zeal
and enthusiasm of this

vibrant festival stay in
life of everyone forever
and may them have a
flourishing year ahead.

District Police Doda distributes
masks among masses

Top News Report
DODA, Jan 13: To
enhance the sense of
community and to
restrain further spread
of Corona virus, Doda
Police under the guida n c e/i n s t r u c t i o n s
of SSP Doda Abdul
Qayoom, distributed
face masks among the

general public in the
District.
Face masks were distributed among the general Public throughout
the District by the sub
divisional officers as
well as SHOs and Incharges of Police Posts
in their respective area
of responsibility.
Besides distribution of

masks the people were
advised to follow SOPs
related to Covid-19
issued by the Government of UT J&K strictly
and regularly.
However, the main
focus was to wear face
masks and ensure
maintenance of social
distancing at work
places , religious places
as well as shops and
also people were made
aware about the precautionary measures to
be taken to contain the
spread of the deadly
virus.
Community members
have appreciated and
applauded the role of
Doda Police in rendering such services to the
general public.

Immunity booster medicines distributed
among 108867 beneficiaries at Shopian
Top News Report
SHOPIAN, Jan 13:
The Ayush Department Shopian under the
supervision of Nodal
Officer, Ayush Shopian Dr.Irshad Ahmad,
awareness camps were
organised at various
places of the district
including at block 74 in
Shopin, Keller and Zainapora.
On the occasion,
Ayush immunity booster medicines and health
tonic supplements were
distributed among the
general public of the
concerned areas.

Nodal Officer said
that 108867 people from
block Shopin, Keller
and Zainapora of the
district have received
immunity booster medicines from April 2021
to December 2021 in
view of Covid-19 pandemic.
He also said that
beneficiaries of the
concerned areas were
also stressed to inform
people from other areas
to come forward for testing rather than pressing
the panic button.
He informed that the
Ayush Department
has conducted various

awareness programmes
and the Ayush expert’s
advised the people to
use face masks while
venturing out of their
homes if and when
necessary and also use
hand sanitizers and
wash hands with soap
frequently.
People were asked
to co-operate with the
district administration
and were also assured
that the District Administration is always on
the forefront to provide
better health care facilities to the people of the
district.

sanctioning of cases but
also operate on a first
come first serve work
process.
T he depa r t ment s
linked with the App
include JKEDI, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, DIC, KVIB,
KVIC, Handicrafts and
Handloom, Agriculture
and other departments.
Earlier, the DC also

took department review
of progress of implementation of Berozgaar
se Swa Rozgar scheme.
He reviewed progress
in sanctioning of cases
and emphasized concerned to ensure timely
sponsoring of cases.
As chairman, District
Level Implementation
Committee, the DC
ordered for on spot
approval of 43 and 22
cases under Mumkin
and Tejaswani schemes
respectively in the district.
Among others, the
meeting was attended
by GM DIC, JD Planning, DIO NIC Budgam,
CHO, CAHO, A.D
DE&CC, DSHO, DSEO
and concerned officers
and officials.

Sofi Yousuf greets
people on Lohri
Top News Report
JAMMU, Ja n 13:
Vice president of J&K
Bharatiya Janata Party
Sofi yousuf has extended warm greetings to
the people, on the auspicious occasions of
Lohri.
Sofi in his message
prayed for the wellbeing and happiness of
the people and wished
that the festivals would
bring lasting peace

and prosperity to the
Jammu and Kashmir.
My heartiest greetings on the auspicious
occasion of #Lohri.
Celebrated with great
fervor, Lohri marks the
beginning of the harvest season. May the
sacred bonfires remove
all the obstacles & negativity from our lives &
usher in good health,
happiness & prosperity into our lives, Sofi
added.

Kamlesh
Kumari greets
people on Lohri
Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Jan 13:
Sarpanch Panchayat
Halqa Pochhal A-2
and National Conference Leader Kamlesh
Kumari greeted people
on Lohri.
May the festival of
harvest brighten your

life with good health
and success. May you
be blessed with soaring
happiness and flourishing business. Happy
Lohri. Let us hope that
this Lohri God brightens our lives like the
fire of Lohri and showers it with happiness
and prosperity.

National Youth Day
celebrated at Shopian

Top News Report
SHOPIAN, Jan 13:
National Youth Day
was celebrated at Mini
Secretariat Arhama,
here to honour great
philosopher Swami
Vivekananda.
A day-long function
under the theme ‘Role
of Youth in Nation
Building’ was organised by District Youth

Services and Sports
Department Shopian in
which students of various educational institutions participated.
On the occasion, District Youth Services and
Sports Officer, Shopian,
Gurmukh Singh Dutta
while sharing his views
highlighted the role of
youth in Nation building.
He added that the

DC Kishtwar greets people on
Lohri, Makar Sankranti
Top News Report
K I SH T WA R,
Ja n
13: Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar Ashok
Sharma has extended
greetings to the people
of Kishtwar on the occa-

sion of Lohri and Makar
Sankranti.
In his messages, the
DC kishtwar expressed
hope that Lohri and
Makar Sankrati would
bring joy, peace and
good health for all.

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Jan 13: Er Raj Kumar
Badyal BJP Leader Kishtwar has
extended heartiest greetings to the
people of Kishtwar on the auspicious

occasion of Lohri.
He hoped that this day will bring
peace and prosperity in the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir.
He also urged people to strictly follow
COVID-19 appropriate behaviour.

Fahar Baba wishes ‘endless
happiness’ to all on Lohri
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Youth AmbassadorIYS, President of International Human
Rights Commission for Jammu and
Kashmir Fahar Baba on Thursday
extended his greetings to people on
the occasion of Lohri and wished for
‘endless happiness’ in everyone’s lives.
“Greeting to all on the auspicious
occasion of Lohri, I wish you all peace,
prosperity and pray that this festival

will bring endless happiness to you
and your loved ones,”
Lohri is the harvest festival of north
India. Bonfire and folk songs are a
major part of the celebrations and a
puja parikrama around the bonfire
is performed, followed by the distribution of prasad. Welcoming longer
days and the sun’s journey to the northern hemisphere, Lohri is observed
the night before Makar Sankranti or
Maghi, he added.

Army organises
medical and
veterinary camp
at Salotri
Top News Report

DODA, Jan 13: Impetus to the sporting talent in the region, Indian Army,
doda organized Pir Panjal Kabaddi
League (inter district kabaddi competition) in which six teams from various
regions of Jammu division including
doda, kishtwar, ramban and Naushera
participated.
Retd Col Parshotam Kumar, ECHS
head, Doda inaugurated the tournament in presence of Indian Army officials and civil dignitaries Doda fol-

Deputy Commissioner expressed hope that
the people will celebrate
the festivals amid strict
observance of Covid
SOPs for their safety
and safety of their
brethren as well.

Badyal extends heartiest greetings
on Lohri

Army starts Pir Panjal
Kabaddi League

Top News Report

event was hosted with
the aim to encourage
the youth to participate
in different activities
and said that the main
objective of the National
Youth Day is to provide
a platform for bringing
the youth of the country together to provide
them an opportunity
to show their talent in
various fields.
Duri ng the programme, students participated in various cultural programmes and
other games.
In-charge Cultural Activities, Riyaz
Ahmed and officers
and officials of DYSSO
were present in the programme.

lowed by league matches.
Indian Army has also incorporated
Jammu and Kashmir Sports Council to
select potential players for representation at State and National level.
Indian Army is sponsoring and conducting the event with all essential
administrative and logistics support.
The event conducted was inclusive
of civil administration to encourage
them to undertake similar initiative for
mainstreaming local population into
national fabric.

Sushil Singh Charak greets citizen
on occasion of Makar Sankranti,
Pongal, Uttarayan
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13:
Chairman,
Nations Development Association
(NDA) Sushil Singh Charak citizens of the country on the occasion
of Makar Sankranti,Pongal,Bhogali,
Bihu,Uttarayan and Paush Parva
Highlighting the unity in diversity
that defines our UnionTerritory, the
Chairman Charak said these festivals
underline the organic relationship with
nature.May the festivals bring prosperity and happiness to everyone.

POONCH, Jan 13:
Indian Army organised
a Medical, Dental and
Veterinary Camp for
the border area populace and their livestock
at Salotri, Poonch.
In remote area challenge are further aggravated due to the limited road connectivity,
requiring villagers to
commute long distances to avail basic medical
and veterinary facilities. A joint team of 13
doctors and support
staff from the Indian
Army and Civil Health

Department including
specialist practitioners
provided medical care,
consultation and counselling to the residents
of the border areas.
A total strength of
557 civilians and 985
animals from the village and other far flung
adjoining areas visited
to avail medical and
veterinary treatment
provided during the
camp. The genuine
efforts taken up by the
Indian Army to organise the medical and
veterinary camp were
appreciated by the villagers.

Success story of Mata Kheer Bhawani Temple Tikker
Top News Report

KUPWARA, Jan 13:
Mata Kheer Bhawani
Tikkar is situated at a
distance of just 1.5 km
from Kupwara in Tikker
Village. The Village
Tikkar was used as base
Camp by Sharda pilgrims who used to visit
Sharda Mata Kheer Bhawani Temple (Now in
Muzaffarabad in POK).
It falls on the right side
of Kupwara Chowkibal
road. The land under
this temple was donated by Kashmir Pandit.
The temple dedicated
to Goddess Kheer Bhawani (Ragnya Bagwati)
is constructed over a
sacred spring. Every
year on Zestha Asthami
Mela, thousands of pilgrims of all walks of
life come and offer their
prayers with devotion
to get their wishes fulfilled by Mata Ragnya
Bagwati.
The term Kheer refers
to rice pudding that is
offered to the spring
to propitiate the Goddess which becomes
part of the name of the
temple. The holy spring
is known to change
it colours with vari-

ous hues of red, pink,
orange, green, blue,
white etc. A black shade
of the water is believed
to be gloomy.
The devotees often
chant this mantra in
the morning prayers
– “Namastee Sharda
Devi Kashmir Purvasini Twaham Prartheye
Nitam vidya Daanam
Che De Hi Me” (I owe
my full gratitude to the
great Goddess Sharda
who lives in Kashmir.
I request you to fill
my mind with utmost
power of concentration
and studies)
A Sharda Temple has
been constructed at a
hill top in the form of
Shila (stone) covering
the Amrit. It is believed
that Sharda Bagwati
came to Kashmir along
with left over Amrit
during Sumandar Manthan between Devtas
and Demon and had a
brief stay or rest at Manzgam, Tulmulla and in
Tikkar and after that
Mata Sharda took over
the Amrit in a Kailash
to its final destination
at Sharda village (now
in POK) in the form of
Shilla (stone). There is
a staircase from Mata

Kheer Bhawani temple
to Sharda temple of
100 steps. Swami Lal
Ji Maharaj of Chaitanya Akhara used to
visit Sharda, Lolab
Valley and Tikkar area
of North Kashmir. He
accepted Swami Nand
lal Ji Maharaj as his one
of the disciples. Swami
Lal Ji attained Nirvana
in 1949.
Swami Kralbab Ji
Maharaj who was
among the dearest disciples of Swammi Nand
Lal Ji Maharaj carried
forward the spiritual
work and other development works along with
performing of Yagni
and hawans of his Satgurus at village Tikkar.

The Kutyya of Swami
Kral Bab Ji Maharaj
was also constructed at
the hill top near Sharda
Temple. Swami Baitooth Ji used to stay at
Tikkar and created all
the infrastructure existing at Kheer Bhawani
Asthapan by personally taking supervision
of development works
along with Swami Kral
Bab Ji Maharaj, Tikkar
Bardhari and other
devotees of guru darbar
and Asthapan. Swami
Baitooth Ji attained nirvana in the year 1982.
Unfortunately thousands of millions of
Kashmiri pandiiths
had to leave Kashmir in
1990s. A large number

of ancient temples were
destroyed during this
period. Due to which
the condition of the
temples of Kashmir has
deteriorated.
As we believe that bad
times are followed by
good times. The renovation of these temples
have started not only
by the Govt but by the
local Kashmiri Muslims also. There was a
long pending requirement of covering the
pathway to the temple
main entrance so that
the visitors / devotees
could be visiting the
temple during snowfall also without much
discomfort. This was
fulfilled by the Indian
Army, Kupwara Terriers. The temple priest
and visitors praised
the contribution especially during the recent
snow spell. This newly
constructed infra is
dedicated to Kashmiri
Hindus known as Kashmiri pandiths in anticipation of their return
to the Kashmir valley
and reside peacefully
thereby by facilitating
manifestation of Serva
Dharma Sama Bhava in
Kashmir.

Director SCERT reviews ongoing activities of
SCERT across J&K
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 13:
Director, State Council
of Educational Research
and Training (SCERT),
J&K, Prof Veena Pandita on Wednesday
stressed on the need
for better coordination
and synergy between
the officers of SCERT at
both the divisions for
achieving the objectives
of National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020.
The Director made
these comments while
chairing a meet to the
review different activities of the council across
Jammu and Kashmir.
During the meeting,
the Director sought
reports from the officers
with regard to the programs, workshops and
other activities conducted so far by the council.

Speaking in the meeting, the Director maintained that Departments
and Wings have been
distributed between the
two SCERT Divisional
Offices in a manner
that they must function
in tandem with each
other. “Some important
departments such as
Curriculum Development & Studies, Educa-

tional Research, Survey
& Assessment (ERSA),
Teacher Educat ion
etc have been allotted
either at SCERT Divisional Office Jammu or
Kashmir only and all
such Departments are
mandated to function
at the UT level to cater
to the needs of all the
20 Districts and here is
where a strong synergy

is required”, she said.
Prof. Pandita stressed
upon the HODs/Faculty of SCERT that the
administration is very
keen and particular
about the outcome of
the trainings, workshops and other activities including implementation of various
initiatives of the MoE,
Government of India
towards qualitative
improvement of school
Education.
She asked the departmental heads to prepare
questionnaires and
conduct field visits for
effective implementations of the programs
at grass root level. She
directed the stakeholders at SCERT to devise a
very strong monitoring
mechanism and ensure
accomplishment of the
desired outcomes at

ground level.
To assess the teachers’ performance under
NISHTHA online courses, Prof. Pandita asked
the NISHTHA Coordinator to develop specific assessment tools
to conduct an empirical
evaluation of the teachers in order to know
that they have learnt
what they were expected to learn from these
‘specially designed’
training courses under
NISHTHA on DIKSHA
portal.
Prof Pandita also
directed all the HODs/
faculty members to
make proper documentation of the events
undertaken by them
every month so that
the performance can be
monitored effectively
and desired results are
obtained on the ground.

Div Com holds virtual meet with Imams,
Khateebs, Ulemas

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 13: The
Divisional Commissioner (Div
Com) Kashmir, Pandurang K
Pole today held virtual meet
with Imams, Khateebs, Ulemas,
Mutwalies of Mosques and
Shrines of Waqf Board regarding reinforcement of Covid-19
guidelines at religious places
besides creating mass awareness among people.
The meeting was also attended by all Deputy Commissioners, Director Health, Director Tourism, Chairman Waqf
Board, Epidemiologist DCCRK
and other officers.
On the occasion, Div Com
appreciated the role of Imams,
Ulemas and Khateebs during
the 1st and 2nd waves of Covid19 Pandemic.
Meanwhile, he reminded
them about their religious
and social responsibility to
play even much better role in

educating people by reiterating
the covid precautionary messages frequently on loud speakers besides strictly enforce
observance of SOPs including
physical distancing, wearing
of masks, use of sanitizers,
avoiding physical contacts and
discouraging crowds. Further,
Pole asked them to use their
moral authority to sensitize
people.
Div Com asked them to use
electronic and social media to
disseminate awareness regarding Covid Appropriate Behavior and its compliance. He
said that we are going through
a third wave which may last for
about one hundred days.
Pole stressed on involving more efforts to tackle the
emerging situation effectively
and efficiently. He said we need
to take responsibility at individual and collective level to
overcome the challenges of the
third wave.

While referring to the successful outcome of administrative
efforts in J&K particularly in
the valley during the last two
phases of the virus as compared
to other parts of the country, he
said that administration needs
to be fully prepared besides
seeking simultaneous support
of religious influencers and the
general public.
He added that the third
wave is highly contagious
but patients mostly develop
mild symptoms so maximum
affected persons would require

home isolation. In this regard,
Div Com reiterated for adopting self restrictions, regulations
and isolation to contain spread
of virus.
He emphasized on sensitization of people five times a
day by Imams and khateebs of
Mosques and Shrines.
On the occasion, the religious
leaders assured the Divisional
Commissioner of their support
and cooperation during this
difficult phase of pandemic
like before to make efforts of
the government successful.

Rs.48k fine recovered from erring
FBOs at Shopian

Top News Report

SHOPIAN, Jan 13: The
Court of Adjudicating Officer, Additional
Deputy Commissioner

(ADC), Shopian, Mushtaq Ahmad Simnani
today recovered a fine
of Rs.48, 200 under section 56 and 58 from the
erring Food Business
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Operators (FBOs) in the
district.
During the hearing,
the Adjudicating Officer
disposed-off 17 cases of
FBOs for violation of

the prescribed provisions/ norms of Food
Safety and Standard Act
and Rules and Regulations made there under
(FSSA) and imposed

and recovered a fine
from them.
The FBOs of Shopian
were warned against
any kind of violation in
future.

Mehbooba condoles demise of
Qazi Afzal’s wife
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 13: The People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) President
Mehbooba Mufti has expressed grief
and sorrow over the demise of Jawahira Begum, wife of former minister and
senior party leader Late Qazi Mohammad Afzal.

In her condolence message, Mehbooba mentioned that Jawahira Begum
was a noble and a pious soul entirely
dedicated to the cause of serving the
needy.
The PDP President has expressed her
deep sympathies to the members of
the bereaved family and prayed for the
departed soul.

Bukhari greets people on Lohri
Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: Apni
Party President Syed
Moh a m me d A lt a f
Bukhari on Thursday
greeted the people on
the auspicious occasion
of Lohri festival.

In his message to the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir, Altaf Bukhari
wished that the festival brings happiness,
peace, and prosperity.
“This festival bolsters
the sense of unity and
togetherness in the

society among different communities,” he
added.
Furthermore, he also
appealed to the people
to observe COVID-19
appropriate behavior
while celebrating the
festival.

DDC Member Larkipora inspects
snow clearance, power scenario
Top News Report
ANANTNAG, Jan 13:
The DDC Member Block
Verinag Peer Shahbaz
Ahmad on Thursday
visited various villages of Verinag Block to
take stock of the situation arisen from recent
snowfall.
During the visit, the
DDC Member inspected various roads, lanes
and inner links and
checked the snow clearance operations. He
directed the concerned
departments including
R&B, PMGSY and MED
to widen Snow clearance on main roads and
also from link roads

where Snow is yet to be
cleared.
The DDC directed the
concerned engineers
and officials to ensure
speedy restorat ion
of electricity so that
people do not suffer in
this bone chilling cold.
The DDC Member
visited various villages
of the Block including,
Kapran ,Gawass Halsidar, Trajan ,Nowgamnard etc. and heard the
issues of the people.
The DDC assured the
people that he will take
up the same with the
concerned department
and will resolve the
issue within the stipulated time frame.

During the visit, the
DDC Member Peer
Shahbaz Ahmad met
various public delegations who apprised him
about the problems
and issues faced by
them in their daily life.
He assured them for
redressal of their genuine issues.
The DDC conveyed
the District administration to provide uninterrupted essential services including power
supply, water, essential
commodities and health
care to the people of the
upper belt of block Verinag in this harsh winter
season so that they do
not suffer.

Dozens of workers in Rajwar
join People’s Conference

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Jan 13:
The People’s Conference held a meeting
at Gujarpati Badarkal
which was presided
over by the PC Ghulam

Mohi-ud-Din Sheikh.
Leaders of other parties
were also present in the
meeting. On his return
to the People’s Conference, he said that he had
been lured by the BJP
to provide solar lights,

after which he left the
People’s Conference
and joined the BJP. He
said that when nothing
was found there and no
solar lights were given.
He said that BJP is
number one for lying.
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JKPCC Chief slams BJP for undermining understanding
and political sagacity of people of Jammu
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NPP workers lodge FIRs against Sanjay Gandotra at
various Police Stations across the J&K UT
Top News Report

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13:
JKPCC Chief GA Mir
on Thursday claimed
that BJP government in
the midst of a collapsing economy, “turning
a disaster into an opportunity to fill its coffers.”
He said despite lower
international prices,
the government has
“broken all records of
profiteering”, adding
that every household
was hurting due to the
increased price of gas
cylinders.
He was speaking in
a Lohri celebration
function organized
at PCC HQ Shahidi
Chowk in presence of
JKPCC Working President Raman Bhalla,
General Secretaries
Yogesh Sawhney &
Th. Manmohan Singh,
DCC President Jammu
Rural Hari Singh Chib,
Uday Bhanu Chib,
Gurdarshan Singh,
Vijay Sharma, Karan
Bhagat, Sahil Sharma,
Suresh Dogra, Satish
Sharma, Pawan Raina,
Sanjeev Panda, Rajvir
Singh, Gajan Singh, Dr.
Ramakant Khajuria,
Sandeep Dogra, Vinay
Sharma, Avind Sharma,
Pradeep Bhalla, Raj
Kumar Sodi,, Chander Sheikhar, Gurmeet
Singh, Atul Sharma,
Ricky Dalotra and Sahil
Langeh.
He said that Jammu
and Kashmir has suffered the most during
the BJP’s rule of seven
years and the electorates
would firmly teach the
party a lesson by power
of their votes for the
betrayal.
He castigated the
BJP for “hoodwinking
public opinion” by generating euphoria over
imaginary development
in J&K. He said that lust
for power could lead the
BJP to compromise with
the Jammu pride and
dignity.
He accused the BJP
of undermining the

understanding and
political sagacity of the
people of Jammu. He
dared the BJP to spell
out just 10 initiatives for
Jammu’s growth during
the party’s tenure in the
government, saying the
people of Jammu had
a right to know this, as
they gave it a huge mandate in 2014.
He said the BJP would
have to answer as to
what happened to its
recruitment drive “Will
the BJP say how many
educated unemployed
youth were provided
jobs in their tenure.
Mir said that no programme and policy for
the welfare of people
except to divide the
people on communal
line,” alleged Mir. He
held BJP Government
responsible for all miseries of general masses
who were ditched by
their elected representatives.
He alleged that despite
getting huge mandate
from Jammu, BJP backstabbed aspirations of
Dogras and surrendered
for the lust of power.
Asserting that Congress is not “antinational”, he said those
who are leveling wild
allegations should
check the number of
their eye-glasses. He
said Congress never
played regional politics, never pitched one
region against another,
never played politics
based on religion, communal lines and caste
and always stood for
unity of Hindu, Muslim
and Sikhs.
Mir said that Congress is the voice of the
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs
and Buddhists residing in different regions
of J&K. He added that
party ideology is inclusive and not confined to
any region.
Bhalla said that BJP
has betrayed the citizens of J&K people from
the year 2014 in diverse
fronts. People have been

reeling under miseries.
Taking a dig at the BJP
led government, he said
that the government has
failed to create jobs for
the youth and instead of
creating new jobs, BJP is
on the wrong track and
is damaging the present
job scenario with its new
recruitment and retirement laws. From time
to time, BJP has come
up with the anti-people
policies, adding that the
next assembly elections
will prove waterloo for
the BJP.
Bhalla accused the BJP
of having played negative role during its rule
in J&K on varied issues
including general governance, development,
employment, security
and policy matters.
He said that the aspirations of the people of
Jammu region had not
only been disregarded
but ruthlessly trampled
upon by the party leadership. He said that
with entire focus of
both union as well as
state govt. on self centric
issues, the people of the
Dogra land were taken
for granted and marginalized. He said that not
only the J&K BJP leadership ignored Jammu
but the central govt.
too remained inclined
towards self created
motives with hardly
any initiative taken
for addressing the age
old bias and prejudice
against this region.
Flaying the BJP for
its submissive posturing and lame duck
approach, he said that
not a single promise
made by it during elections had been honoured or even any initiative taken to fulfill the
same.
Earlier PCC president
alongwith party workers celebrated Lohri by
putting ground nut &
Rabdian, Chura etc in
the fire in front of PCC
HQ Jammu and congratulated people of
Lohri festival.

JKMEF organizes Lohari Milan at DHS Jammu

Top News Report
JAMMU Jan 13:
Jammu Kashmir Medical Employees Federation (JKMEF) under the
President ship of Sushil
Sudan organized Lohari
Milan at Director Health
Services Jammu.
Director General
Health and Family
Welfare MCH Immunization Dr. Saleemur-Rehman, was Chief
Guest while Dr. Deepak
Kapoor Asstt. Director
RIS and Dr. J.P Singh
CMO Jammu also

graced the function.
The Lohari Milan
is organized to boost
the morale of health
employees who are
fighting with the Covid19 pandemic.
Dr. Saleem-ur-Rehman appreciated the
work of staff of Health
and family welfare
department specially
those dealing with the
COVID-19.
He also assured, “I
am behind each and
every employee. He
also urged the employ-

ees to work with more
zeal and dedication to
minimize the suffering
of people.”
Sushil Sudan paid
gratitude to the Dr.
Saleem-ur-Rehman for
gracing the function
and assured that every
employees of Health
Department will remain
on-toe to serve the peoples.
Other participated in
the function are Vinod
Kumar Sharma Sec.
General JKMEF, Parfulat Singh General
Sec. , Sheikh Miraju
din Chairman Kashmir
Division, Ch. Jarnail
Singh working President JKGPA, Pawan
Singh Jamwal President BHEA, Jasbinder
Singh President O.T.A,
Bharat Bushan Bhagat
Distt. President JKGPA,
Kamaljeet Sawhney,
Harpal Singh, Mohd
Nadeem , Daleep Chodhary, Paviter Singh,
Sanjay Dobey, Subash
Chodhary, Baldev
Singh, Vikaram Singh
and Surjeet Singh.
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JAMMU, Jan 13: The
Panthers Party workers belonging to various Districts of J&K
today lodged FIRs at
various Police Stations
across the UT against
BJP workers including
Sanjay Gandotra, his
wife Shalini Gandotra, Vishal Gupta and
others for kidnapping
and murderous assault
on NPP Chairman in
pursuance of a criminal
conspiracy hatched at
the behest of a particular
political party.
The party demanded
immediate booking of
the culprits and their
co-conspirators in view
of the massive outrage
sparked in the wake
of an audio released
recently wherein the
main accused Sanjay
Gandotra has made a
categoric admission of
having abducted the
NPP Chairman and
abused and assaulted
him.
He has further admitted that the main purpose of filing the frivolous complaint against
the NPP Chairman was
to prevent him from
participating in elections.
The complaints filed

read as under “registration of FIR against
Sanjay Gandotra S/0
TC Gandotra, sector-1,
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu
alongwith his wife
Shalini Gandotra and
one Vishal Gupta for
his open admission
of having kidnapped,
abused and assaulted
the NPP Chairman
Harsh Dev Singh and
his wife Mrs. Manju
Singh as being played in
public through an audioclipping in circulation in
the town, having hurled
filthiest abuses upon
the mother, sisters and
wife of the NPP Chairman through the said
audio which is in circulation in the town, his
highly provocative and
outrageous comments
against the NPP Chairman and his family
and open threats being
hurled upon them and
for conspiracy hatched
to malign and eliminate
the NPP Chairman.
The FIRs further state
that an audio-clipping
is doing rounds across
the UT wherein one
Sanjay Gandotra, son of
TC Gandotra is clearly
heard making a confessional statement before
his friends that he had
assaulted, abused and
manhandled the NPP

Chairman. The said
delinquent is categorically admitting that he
alongwith his wife and
one Vishal Gupta had
physically assaulted
Harsh Dev Singh and
his wife and that they
would do so in future
also.
In the audio-clip being
played in various places
across the UT, the delinquent Sanjay Gandotra
is proudly claiming to
have kidnapped Harsh
Dev and his wife by
cleverly asking his PSO
to disembark from the
vehicle.
He is further heard
confessing to have
assaulted Harsh Dev left
and right alongwith his
wife and one accomplice
named Vishal Gupta
alias Bunny.
He is further heard
hurling filthy abuses
and choicest invectives
upon the mother and
sisters of Harsh Dev.
He is further heard
crossing all limits of
indecency and obscenity
while referring to Manju
Singh, the wife of Harsh
Dev.
The words used
by Sanjay Gandotra
against Harsh Dev and
his wife would shake
the conscience of civil
society and of the judi-

ciary which too has
been misled and taken
for a ride by the said
delinquent. All through
the audio statement,
Mr. Gandotra has used
highly vituperative,
calumnious, offensive
and extremely derogatory language against
Harsh Dev, his deceased
mother, sisters and wife.
He has further threatened to attack Harsh
Dev in future as and
when he gets chance.
He confesses in the
audio that his ultimate
aim is to ensure that
Harsh Dev is prevented
from participating in
elections. What further
proof of this politically
motivated conspiracy
against Harsh Dev is
required?
The statement of
Sanjay Gandotra has
sparked tension in the

town and caused provocation against the rank
and file of Panthers
Party besides triggering outrage amongst
the womenfolk in view
of extremely vulgar language and filthy abuses
hurled upon mothers, sisters and female
gender. The situation
having become explosive in view of slander
of fairer sex in particular could create law
and problem and hence
needs due cognizance of
the administration and
police authorities.
It is therefore demanded that FIR against
Sanjay Gandotra and
co-conspirators and
accomplices be registered forthwith besides
initiating other criminal
proceedings against the
delinquent”.
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DSS celebrates Lohri as mark of
communal harmony of Dogras
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 13: The
Dogra Sadar Sabha
(DSS) celebrated Lohri
at the DSS Bhawan,
Dogra Hall with full
gaiety and spirit of
traditional inter-communal brotherhood for
which the Dogras and
their Dogriyat is known.
Speaking on the occasion the President DSS
and former minister Th.
Gulchain Singh Charak
narrated the story of
the famous folk lore of
“Dulla Bhatti” as to how
this brave man from
Muslim community
saved the honour of a
Hindu girl and cared for
her as his own daughter as a reminder to
the young generations,
in a climate where the
nation is struggling with
the menace of atrocities
on women and even
minor girls by antisocial criminals.
He said that it is the
tradition of Dogra land
that the people of all
religions, castes and
creed live together with
trust, mutual respect

and as guardian for
others.
He further said that all
the festivals in our country of huge diversities
are related to seasons
and agriculture and
are celebrated together
jointly by all communities without distinction
of class, creed or colour.
Sikhs, Muslims and
Christian members
also joined the celebration around the Bonfire
and shared traditional
‘Moongfali & Rewari’.
All the members jointly resolved to uphold
the Dulla Bhatti example and be vigilant for
protection of women
folk and girls in the society as all daughters are
common to all “Dheeyan Sab Diyan Sanjiyan”
and impressed upon
all to stay vigilant of
any divisive forces who
may try to disturb our
communal harmony
and peace, so dearly
preserved by Dogriyat.
Prominent among
those who attended
the Lohri celebration include
Prem
Sagar Gupta,
Col.

Karan Singh, Lt. Gen.
Rakesh Sharma, Brig
M S Jamwal, Gambhir Dev Singh Charak,
Janak Khajuria, Madan
Rangila, Kulbir Singh,
Ch. Kamal Singh, Ravi
Singh, Rajinder Gupta,
Madan Bhagat, Chhankar Singh, Qadir Hussain, Naresh Gupta,
Subash Gupta and
Vidya Sagar Sharma.
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