
Top News of J&K
JAMMU, MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022

RNI No. JKENG/ 2010/39369     Regd. No. JK- 435e-paper: www.topnewsjk.in

LOCAL | 9 | 10 | 11LOCAL LOCAL

Vol.-13    Issue-10    Pages-12    Rs.-2/-

Daily Evening Newspaper

BRIEFLY

Announcing Dec 26 as ‘Veer Baal 
Diwas’, PM’s befitting tribute to 

Guru Gobind Singh Jee: Gurdeep

IDP launches 
23 new offices 

in India

Use exchequer to combat 
COVID, don’t waste it on Surya 

Namaskar event: Tony

COVID CASES:  
J&K / India / 
World

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10:  
Jammu and Kashmir 
reported 706 fresh 
covid-19 cases while 
four persons suc-
cumbed to the virus in 
last 24 hours, officials 
said on Monday.

345 of the fresh cases 
were reported from 
Jammu division and 
361 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally 
to 345358.

There were four 
deaths, three from 
Jammu division and 
one from Kashmir 
Valley, due to the 
virus during the last 
24 hours, they said. So 
far 4544 persons—2209 
in Jammu and 2335 in 
Kashmir—have died 
due to the virus, they 
said.India reported 
1,79,723 new COVID-
19 cases in the last 24 
hours, taking the daily 
positivity rate in the 
country to 13.29 per 
cent, according to the 
Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare on 
Monday.

A total of 4,033 cases 
of the Omicron vari-
ant of coronavirus 
have been reported 
so far. Maharashtra 
has reported the high-
est number of cases 
(1,216), followed by 
Rajasthan (529) and 
Delhi (513).

About 1,552 patients 
infected with the new 
variant have recovered.

The Ministry fur-
ther informed that 
the active caseload in 
the country currently 
stands at 7,23,619 
which accounts for 2.03 
per cent of the coun-
try’s total number of 
cases.

308,057,588 corona-
virus cases have been 
reported and over 
5,507,405 people have 
died of Covid-19 and 
recovered 259,653,486 
worldwide. Discover 
the toll in countries 
and the evolution 
around the world as of 
Monday.

No lockdown 
if Covid 
protocol 
followed: J&K 
admin

SRINAGAR, Jan 10 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment on Monday 
announced it will not 
impose lockdown if 
people take appropri-
ate measures and con-
tinue to follow Covid-
19 protocol.

“People should coop-
erate and follow the 
Standard Operation 
Procedures (SOP) in 
view of the spike in 
Covid, Delta and Omi-
cron cases in the coun-
try,” Advisor to J&K 
Lt
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Lieu-

tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Monday 
launched the precau-
tion dose vaccination 
for healthcare & front-
line workers and those 
over 60 years of age with 
co-morbidities.

The drive for precau-
tion dose was launched 
for the UT of J&K 
from District Hospital, 
Gandhi Nagar Jammu 
where the Lt Governor 
also received the vaccine 
shot along with JMC 
Mayor,. Chander Mohan 
Gupta, and Advisor to 
Lt Governor, Rajeev 
Rai Bhatnagar, besides 
health care workers.

The Lt Governor 
appealed to all the eli-
gible people to get their 
precautionary vaccine 
shot at the earliest.

On the occasion, the Lt 

Governor also flagged 
off 34 Advanced Life 
Support Ambulances of 
108 services for Jammu 
Division, procured 
under World Bank 
funded Jhelum Tawi 
Flood Recovery Project.

The UT Government 
is making several inter-
ventions to strengthen 
public health response 
to COVID-19. Advanced 
life support ambulances 
will be a step in the fight 
against the global pan-
demic, said the Lt Gov-

ernor.
The Lt Governor was 

informed by the senior 
health officials that 
as per the directions, 
all necessary arrange-
ments have been made 
for administering the 
precautionary dose 
to eligible population 
through walk-in and 
pre-registration mode.

Pertinently, on Decem-
ber 25, 2021, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
had announced a pre-
cautionary dose of vac-

cination for healthcare 
and frontline workers 
as well as those above 
the age of 60 years who 
have comorbidities.

The vaccination drive 
for the 15-18 year age 
group which was 
launched on January 
03 this year is going on 
smoothly across the UT.

Vivek Bhardwaj, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, 
Health and Medical 
Education Department; 
Dr Raghav Langer, 
Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu; Choud-
hary Mohammad Yasin; 
Mission Director NHM; 
Dr. Saleem-ur-Rehm-
an, Director General, 
Family Welfare, MCH & 
Immunization; Anshul 
Garg, Deputy Com-
missioner Jammu; Dr. 
Shashi Sudhan Sharma, 
Principal & Dean GMC 
& AHs, senior health 
officials were present 
on the occasion.

Lt Governor launches Covid-19 vaccination drive for administering precaution dose to 
HCWs, FLWs & senior citizens with co-morbidities in J&K

Flags-off 34 Advanced Life Support Ambulances 
of 108 services for Jammu

Advanced life support ambulances will be a step in fight against Covid-19 pandemic: LG

NEW DELHI, Jan 10 
(Agencies) : Union Min-
ister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) Science & 
Technology; Minister 
of State (Independent 
Charge) Earth Sciences; 
MoS PMO, Personnel, 
Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy 
and Space, Dr Jitendra 
Singh today said that 
the Modi Government 
is drawing up a plan 
whereby the Centre 
will help the States 
and Union Territories 
in latest technological 
interventions. He called 
for closer Centre-State 
coordination for tech-
nological solutions and 
science based remedies 
for State – specific or 
UT-specific problems 
and requirements.

The Minister was pre-
siding over a high – level 
joint meeting of all the 
Science Ministries and 
Science Departments, in 
hybrid mode, at Prithvi 
Bhawan,here.The meet-
ing was attended by 
Prof. K Vijay Ragha-

van, Principal Scientific 
Adviser Government of 
India, Dr. M. Ravichan-
dran Secretary, Minis-
try of Earth Sciences, 
Dr S. Chandrasekhar, 
Secretary Department 
of Science & Technol-
ogy, Dr Rajesh Gokhale 
Secretary Department 
of Biotechnology, Dr K. 
Sivan, Secretary Space 
& Chairman ISRO, Dr 
Vyas, Secretary Atomic 
Energy,Dr Shekhar 
Mande, Secretary CSIR, 
Hemang Jani, Secretary 
Capacity Building Com-
mission and other senior 
officials.

Dr Jitendra Singh said 
that under the leader-
ship of Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, 
an extensive exercise 
is being undertaken 
separately with each of 
the States and Union 
Territories to identify 
the areas where tech-
nological interventions 
can help in resolving 
diverse problems to 
enable ease of living for 
common man. He said, 
for instance the UT Govt 
of Jammu & Kashmir 
will be assisted through 
the latest snow clear-
ing technology while 
Puducherry and Tamil 
Nadu are being assisted 
in restoration and reno-
vation of sea beach.

Dr Jitendra Singh said 
that a series of meet-
ings with State Gov-
ernments are planned 
starting next week for 
Centre-State collabora-
tion for ‘solution-based’ 
approach to identified 
S&T problems and to 
improve use of Science, 
Technology and Innova-
tion (STI) in States and 
Local Governments.

Centre to help States, UTs in latest technological 
interventions: Dr Jitendra

SRINAGAR, Jan 10 
(Agencies): Two uniden-
tified terrorists were 
killed in an encounter 
with security forces 
in Kulgam district of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Sunday, police said.

S e c u r i t y  f o r c e s 
launched a cordon and 
search operation in 
Hassanpora village of 
Kulgam district follow-
ing information about 
the presence of terrorists 
there, a police spokes-
person said.

He said the search 

operation turned into 
an encounter after ter-
rorists opened fire on 
the security forces.

Two ultras were killed 
in the exchange of fire 
with the security forces, 
the spokesperson said, 
adding the identity and 
group affiliation of the 
terrorists is being ascer-
tained.

He said incriminat-
ing materials, including 
arms and ammunition, 
were recovered from the 
scene of the encounter.

GMC Srinagar 
Cancels Winter 
Vacation To Faculty 
Amid Sudden Rise In 
‘Covid-19/Omicron’ 
Cases

SRINAGAR, Jan 10 (Agencies): 
Government Medical College Sri-
nagar on Monday cancelled winter 
vacations to its faculty as well as 
those working in associated hospi-
tals in view of the “sudden upsurge 
of covid-19/omicron cases.

“In view of sudden upsurge of 
covid-19 and omicron cases, the 
winter vacation-2022 of faulty 
members stands cancelled an all 
the faculty members in this institu-
tion on vacation shall resume their 
duties on January 11 2022 (Tues-
day) without fail,” reads an order 
by Principal/Dean Prof (Dr) Samia 
Rashid..

The associated hospitals of GMC 
Srinagar include GB pant Hospitals, 
SMHS hospital, Bone and Joint, CD 
Hospital, Psychiatry Disease Hospi-
tal, Kashmir Nursing Home, Super 
Specialty Hospital, LD hospital, 
DRDO hospital, and Block Hazrat-
bal, Department of SPM.

Weather to 
generally 
remain dry till 
Jan 16 in J&K, 
Ladakh

SRINAGAR, Jan 10 
(Agencies): Weath-
er remained gener-
ally cloudy with rain 
at isolated places in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
on Monday as the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) forecast dry 
weather till January 16.

“Weather is likely to 
improve further and 
we are expecting dry 
weather till January 16. 
Weather was generally 
cloudy during the last 
24 hours in J&K and 
Ladakh with rain at iso-
lated places”, an official 
of the local IMD office 
said.

Srinagar had 0.2, 
Pahalgam minus 2.6 
and Gulmarg minus 10.0 
degrees Celsius as the 
minimum temperature.

Drass town of Ladakh 

2 terrorists killed in 
encounter in Kulgam

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10 (Agencies): 

The Jammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway was reopened 
for traffic on Monday after 
remaining closed for the past 
three days owing to heavy 
snowfall and multiple land-
slides in Ramban district, 
officials said.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police, traffic-national high-
way, Shabir Ahmad Malik 

said the traffic from both 
the twin capital cities was 
allowed after the arterial 
road was cleared of fresh 
landslides at Panthiyal and 
Maroog by road clearance 
agencies. “The clearance 
of debris at certain places 
was still going on to ensure 
smooth movement of traffic,” 
the officer said.

The highway, the only all 
weather road linking Kash-
mir with rest of the coun-

try, was closed for traffic on 
Friday afternoon, shortly 
after it was opened after two-
day closure following heavy 
snowfall and multiple land-
slides between Chanderkote 
and Ramsu.

Over 50 passenger vehicles 
were left stranded at different 
places by the closure of the 
highway. They were allowed 
to move towards their desti-
nations late Sunday evening 
after authorities speeded up 

the road clearance operation 
with improvement in weath-
er conditions.

The officials said the traf-
fic was allowed from Jammu 
to Srinagar early Monday 
morning, while the move-
ment of traffic from Srinagar 
to Jammu was allowed only 
after 11 am. The traffic was 
briefly halted at Nagrota 
in Jammu and Jakhani in 
Udhampur in the wake of the 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Playing before 

the media the confessional state-
ment made by Sanjay Gando-
tra, a BJP agent wherein he has 
admitted of having kidnapped 
and attempted a murderous 
assault on NPP chairman Harsh 
Dev Singh in August last year, 
the Panthers Party leaders on 
Monday said that it should 
be an eye opener for the civil 
society, the govt and its various 
agencies. The audio recording of 

the said delinquent, who is fur-
ther accused of looting several 
people and usurping proper-
ties and lands of several people 
including poor widows in collu-
sion with some BJP leaders, was 
presented before the media in a 
press conference held today at 
Jammu by the senior leaders of 
Panthers Party including Rajesh 
Padgotra, Gagan Pratap Singh, 
Purshotam Parihar, Khajoor 
Singh and Maqbool Malik.

 “In the audio clip played 
before 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10:  Congress 

has questioned the Govt. 
over the failure to fix respon-
sibilities and take action 
against those guilty of the 
painful tragedy at the holy 
shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi  
over the eve of new years 
when over dozen pilgrims 
were killed and more than 
this number severely injured 
in the stampede.

In a statement JKPCC Chief 
Spokesperson Ravinder 
Sharma questioned the sen-
sitivity of the Centre Govt. 
and LG Administration to 
the serious issue of loss of 
several precious lives due to 
the sheer negligence, callous-
ness apparent in competence 
and dereliction of duty by 
those at the helm of affairs. 

More than ten days have 
lapsed but no preliminary 
action has been taken against 

anyone, which shows a 
totally insensitive approach 
towards the matter of grave 
concerns about the loss of 
lives of pilgrims and the fail-
ure to respect the religious 
rituals & religious sanctity 
post the tragedy.

Sharma also regretted the 
silence of all those awakened 
citizens especially political, 
social and religious organiza-
tions, who have been always 
been on the forefront and 

very concerned about the 
issues of religious impor-
tance but have maintained 
studied silence over this 
highly unfortunate incident, 
why such parties and bodies 
are selective in the matters of 
religious faith and the loss of 
lives due to utter failures of 
those responsible to manage 
the affairs of the historic holy 
shrine of the faith of crores 
of people.

NPP exposes BJP-land mafia conspiracy to eliminate its chairman
Open Admission by BJP agent to liquidate me 

an eye opener for public: Harsh Dev

Jammu-Srinagar National Highway reopens 
for Traffic after three days closure

Congress questions Govt over inaction in Vaishno Devi tragedy
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Continuing his 

endeavour to provide more and 
best possible development & civic 
amenities to the citizens of Jammu, 
Mayor Chander Mohan Gupta 
today kick started the develop-
ment works of community Hall 
of Shree Guru Ravi Dass Sabha 
situated at Rajpura Mangortian of 
ward No. 29.

Surinder Chowdhary Councilor 
of Ward No. 29, Satpal Karlupia 
Councilor of Ward No. 32, Prem 
Gupta Joint Cashier of BJP, Bawa 
Sharma, Ajeet Kumar, Bodh Raj, 
Mangat Ram President of the Guru 
Ravi Dass Sabha & other promi-
nent inhabitants of Ward No 29, 
33 & its adjoining localities as well 
as Ashish Bhasin Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer along with other 
supervisory staff of engineering 
division-II JMC were also accom-
panied the Mayor.

The Mayor said that it was the 
long pending demand of the rep-
resentatives of this Sabha and after 
the sincere efforts of concerned 
councilor much needed work 
which includes its repair, reno-
vation, laying of tiles/marbles & 
other allied works has been  start-
ed today with an allotted amount 
of Rs 25 lakh.

He further told that JMC has 
already taken up the job for con-
struction/renovation of various 

community halls in all wards of 
the city in a uniform manner by 
providing sufficient funds for this 
work so that the general public can 
take full benefits by way of orga-
nizing social /religious functions 
in these community Hall, free of 
cost.

He also assured the president of 
this Sabha that more funds will 
be made available if required for 
renovation of remaining works as 
early as possible.

He further told that the work of 
development of a beautiful walk-
way with green spaces as well as 

commissioning of open air Gyms 
on the canal side from Shakti 
Nagar towards A.G office is under 
process and after its completion 
senior citizens, females, children 
& other people can come for morn-
ing/evening walk in a very eco- 
friendly atmosphere.

He also appeal to the general 
public to come farward & coop-
erate with JMC & other allied 
departments in all the develop-
ment activities being undertaken 
in various wards of the city so that 
aim of Swacch Bharat Mission can 
be achieved successfully.   

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Shri 

Kailakh Jyotish Avim 
Vedic Sansthan Trust 
President Mahant Rohit 
Shastri organised a 
Samman Samaroh.

On this occasion Vice 
Chancellor Sher-e-Kash-
mir University of Agri-
cultural Sciences and 
Technology of Jammu 
(SKUAST-Jammu) Prof. 
J P Sharma was Chief 
Guest who honoured 
NEET topper, Tanmay 
Gupta and presented a 
Shrimad Bhagavad Gita, 
memento and Certificate 
to him for his  highest 
percentage in  the NEET 
Exam.

During this, Prof 
Sharma said that 
Tanmay Gupta has cre-
ated history by working 
hard day and night. He 
said that no matter how 
successful one becomes 
in his or her life, we 
should stick to our roots. 

“We should believe in 
ourselves always and  
no matter what the situ-

ation is, we should not 
stop chasing our dreams 
because in the end  we 
will definitely emerge 
victorious . I wish 
Tanmay all the best for 

his future and hope he 
achieves many more,” 
he said.

Trust  pres ident 
Mahant Rohit Shastri 
said Tanmay Gupta 

has created history by 
becoming the first from 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
be the national topper of 
NEET 2021. 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: The 

Sangathan Mantri of 
Aam Aadmi Party of 
Jammu Poonch Lok 
Sabha Parliament area 
Raj Mohd Salaria joined 

the protest of NHM 
Paramedics held in front 
of GMC Jammu against 
the administration for 
playing with the medi-
cal student’s future. 

The protesters want 

to permanent order for 
their job because when 
the people suffering 
from very dangerous 
disease that time these 
youth come in front and 
help the corona patients. 

Salaria warned the 
administration to don’t 
play with the future 
of these students and 
requested to the admin-
istration to give per-
manent order to these 
students otherwise the 
Aam Aadmi Party has 
blocked the road and for 
all this only administra-
tion is responsible. Dis-
trict Youth President of 
Aam Aadmi Party also 
present in the protest.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: J&K 

Football Association 
(JKFA) had recom-
mended the names of 
seven eligible CAT-3 
Referees for up grada-
tion to CAT-2 category. 

The Candidates who 
appeared in the Exami-
nation are Sarfaraz 
Nabi, (Referee), Rafi-
abad,  Tanveer Ahmad 
(AR) Srinagar, Tariq 

Ahmad, (AR) Hajin, 
Zahid Zubair (AR) 
Hajin, Ghulam Moham-
mad (AR) Sopore, 
Shabir Ahmad (AR) 
Sopore and Abid Najar 
(AR) Budgam. 

Srafarz Nabi, Zahid 
Zubair and Shabir 
Ahmad could not qual-
ify the Fitness Test.  

Tanveer Ahmad, Tariq 
Ahmad, Ghulam Moha-
mad and Abi Najar 

qualified the fitness 
Test and had to appear 
in theory and practical 
examination & viva.  

J&K Football Associa-
tion congratulated the 
selected candidates who 
have cleared the Fitness 
Test and is hopeful that 
they will emerge suc-
cessful in theory & Prac-
tical Exam.  

“We wish them best 
of luck in their future 
endeavors. Those of the 
candidates who could 
not clear the fitness test 
should not be discour-
aged and will appear 
in the examination next 
year,” JKFA official said.

Prior to their depar-
ture to Gwalior special 
classes were conducted 
for these CAT 3 Refer-
ees by N.A Bhat (HOR) 
J&K.  

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: The 

National Institute of 
Hydrology (NIH), West-
ern Himalayan Regional 
Centre (WHRC), Jammu 
organized a two day’s 
online training work-
shop on  ‘Tools and 
Techniques for Spring-
shed Management’ 
under a project study 
sponsored by National 
Mission on Himalayan 
Studies (NMHS).

The training workshop 
was inaugurated online 
by Hamesh Manchanda, 
Chief Engineer (CE), 
Irrigation and Flood 
Control, Jammu Divi-
sion. 

In his inaugural speech 
Manchanda spoke 
about the importance of 
springs in ensuring the 
water security in the 
region while mention-
ing various government 
initiatives in similar 
direction viz., Jal Jeevan 
Mission. 

Prof. Piyush Malaviya, 
Head, Department of 
Environmental Sciences, 
University of Jammu in 
his address as the Guest 
of Honour emphasized 
on the need of Spring-
shed management and 
rejuvenations in Hima-
layan regions.

Dr. DS Bisht, Course 
Coordinator apprised 
that the training work-
shop was designed 
with a view to inculcate 
knowledge on Spring-
shed Management to 
the stakeholders of 
Tawi River catchment 
in Jammu Division. 

In the two days’ work-
shop the participants 
were exposed to vari-
ous concepts of spring 
genesis and types, data 
collection and analysis, 
electronic data collec-
tion using mobile appli-

cation, hydro-meteoro-
logical instrumentation, 
water conservation 
measures, spring vul-
nerability analysis, geo-
logical investigation of 
springs etc. 

The workshop was 
attended by the offi-
cials from the office of 
Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Department of 
Soil and Water Conser-
vation, Irrigation and 
Flood Control depart-
ment, Ravi-Tawi Irriga-
tion complex. Acade-
micians, PhD Scholars 
and Masters Students 
from different univer-
sities namely, Univer-
sity of Jammu, Central 
University of Jammu, 
SQUAST-Jammu, Baba 
Ghulam Shah Badshah 
University Rajouri, Pun-
jabi University Patiala, 
Gurukul Kangri Univer-
sity Haridwar, Uttara-
khand Open University, 
andKumaun University 
Uttarakhandalso partic-
ipated in the workshop 
in online mode.

Dr. PG Jose, Dr. SS 
Rawat, Dr. DS Bisht, Dr. 
Pradeep Kumar and Dr. 
Naveen Hakhoo deliv-
ered lectures on various 
components dealing 
with springs in ten dif-
ferent sessions. 

In the workshop, 
Dr. SS Rawat demon-

strated the webGIS 
based spring inventory 
ISHVAR (Information 
System of Himalayan 
Springs for Vulner-
ability Assessment and 
Rejuvenation) created 
for Tawi and Ravi river 
catchment to the partici-
pants.

Dr. TS Ashok Kumar 
(IFS), Director, Soil and 
Water Conservation 
Department and Addi-
tional Principle Chief 
Conservator of Forests 
joined the valedictory 
sessions. He empha-
sized on the need of 
creating the inventory 
of springs to enable the 
policymakers and water 
managers for making 
informed decision for 
planning and manage-
ment of these natu-
ral resources. He also 
appreciated the efforts 
of organizers for con-
ducting the workshop. 

Dr. Manmohan Goel, 
Head & Coordinator, 
NIH WHRC Jammu, 
assured the participants 
for extending the neces-
sary support in spring-
shed development pro-
gram while impressing 
upon the need of coor-
dinated efforts to ensure 
the overarching objec-
tives of Ministry of Jal 
Shakti in ensuring the 
water security through 
source sustainability.

Top News Report
JAMMU. Jan 10: To 

take a step forward in 
bringing transparency, 
more efficiency and 
quick disposal of rou-
tine official work on 
daily basis, JMC today 
imparted e-office train-
ing to the Officers of 
the Jammu Municipal 
Corporation by the 
experts wherein they 
showed the impor-
tance of e-office in the 
present scenario as dif-
ferent Govt. offices are 
being switching over to 
e-office.  This training 
will certainly help in 
bringing transparency, 
more efficiency and 
quick disposal in day 
to day routine official 
work.

The Commission-
er, JMC stated that 
by switching over to 
e-office the work cul-

ture will be improved 
a lot and the office will 
become paperless and 
things will be disposed 
off quickly and effec-
tively.  

During the course of 
training she impressed 
upon all the Officers of 
JMC to take keen inter-
est e-office training so 
that the same can be 
implemented in letter 
and spirit and routine 
official work could be 
disposed off in a better 

way and also to save 
govt. exchequer by 
saving papers.  

She further added 
today’s era is an era 
of online things and 
by switching over to 
e-office JMC will cer-
tainly dispose off the 
things more effectively 
and citizens will be pro-
vided services at their 
door steps. JMC is set to 
implement all its work 
100% on e-office.

Top News Report
JAMMU/SRINAGAR, 

Jan 10:  JKPCC Chief G.A 
Mir ON Monday urged 
the LG administration 
to expedite the restora-
tion work of power and 
water supply and other 
essential services and 
urgent works disrupted 
due to the heavy rains 
and snow.

In a statement, Mir  
said that several areas 
especially villages are in 
darkness due to disrup-
tion of power on account 
of damages to the trans-
formers, lines and poles 
besides affecting water 
supplies and essential 
connectivity’s to some 
areas.

He said that the essen-
tial services and supplies 
should be restored on 
war footing to give relief 

to the affected popula-
tion. 

He also urged for 
immediate relief and 
rescue measures to those 
houses have been dam-
aged and are without 
proper shelter. 

The Govt. must come 
to their rescue and pro-
vide immediate relief 
and rehabilitation besides 
assessment of the actual 
damage to the individual 
properties besides public 
utility services.

JKPCC Chief urged for 
complete assessment of 
the damages to the indi-
vidual properties and  
providing of immedi-
ate financial relief to the 
affected people, as delay 
defeats justice. He also 
appealed to the party 
cadres to come to the 
rescue of poor and needy 
in their respective areas.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: ADGP 

Armed J&K S.J.M Gillani 
issued promotion orders 
of 179 police personnel 
of IRP-25th Bn. of U.T of 
Ladakh having their lein 
and seniority with J&K 
Armed Police.

Among the 179 promo-
tees, 38 Head-Constables 
have been promoted 
to the rank of ASI, 45 
Sg.Constables have been 
promoted to the rank of 
Head-Constables and 96 
Constables have been 
promoted to the rank of 
Sg.Constables.

The promotion orders 
were issued by Armed 
Police Headquarters J&K 
Jammu after the Depart-
mental Promotion Com-
mittee headed by ADGP 
Armed J&K found them 
fit for next promotion in 

light of prescribed pro-
motion norms. 

The DPC headed by 
S.J.M Gillani ADGP 
Armed J&K as its chair-
man comprised of AIG(P) 
PHQ J&K Ramesh Kumar 
Angral-SSP, DDP APHQ 
J&K Mohd Shafi Rather, 
DySP (Pers.) Abdul 
Hamid, SI Krishan 
Saroop Rathore, ASI(M) 
Morifat Ahmed, ASI(T) 
Satesh Bansi Koul and 
HC Firdous Ahmed.

The promotion cases 
of eligible personnel of 
IRP-25th Bn. of UT of 
Ladakh were processed 
by Armed Police Head-
quarters J&K Jammu 
in pursuance to orders 
issued by Govt. of J&K 
under Circular No.20-JK 
(GAD) of 2021 dated June 
19, 2021 read with S.O 
No.428 dated December 
21, 2021.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Sunil 

Dimple President Mis-
sion Statehood demand-
ed LG Manoj Sinaha to 
bring in public domain 
the terms and condi-

tions, fixed while sign-
ing the MOU, with the 
Dubai investors.

Addressing the press 
conference, Dimple reg-
istered a protest with 
the PM Narendra Modi 

saying that the dignity 
of our princely J&K state 
is in danger.

He appealed all the 
political parties to unite 
to save our dignity, 
honour and respect 
which have been given 
to us by Mahraja Hari 
Singh.

He appealed each and 
everyone to come for-
ward the protect J&K 
from auctioning.

Shivam, Kala Kumar, 
Divanshu and Yogesh-
war Jamwal were also 
present in the Press 
Conference,.

Mayor starts development works in Rajpura Mangotrian VC SKUAST-J honours NEET 
topper Tanmay Gupta

AAP Sangathan Mantri extends 
support to NHM paramedics

JMC imparts e-Office training to its officers

Dimple asks all to unite for protecting Dogra identity

JKFA congratulates candidates for clearing 
fitness test of AIFF CAT-2 Examination

NIH, WHRC Jammu organizes 
two-day online training workshop

Congress seeks relief, rehabilitation, 
speedy restoration of  power, water & 

essential supplies

ADGP Armed promotes 179 personnel 
of IRP-25th Bn. of Ladakh UT

DIPR Jammu spreads Covid 
awareness with Nukkad Natak

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10:  In 
continuation of its 
efforts to create social 
awareness, Cultural 
Wing from Department 
of Information & Public 
Relations, Jammu 
organised a Nukkad 
Natak at General Bus 
Stand Jammu here 
today. The street play, 
or Nukkad Natak, was 
played to spread aware-
ness about Covid-19, its 
prevention and covid 

appropriate behaviour.
The play attempted 

to dispel doubts and 
misconceptions about 
the Covid pandemic, 
its spread and its vac-
cine. It was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the people, 
some of whom even 
pledged to further 
spread the lessons 
among their relatives 
and friends. Similar 
awareness campaigns 
are to be organised in 
future as well, informed 
the team from DIPR.
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By: Sanjaya Baru

Union finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman is 
considered by many of 

her political colleagues as an 
incredibly lucky woman. Secur-
ing her first ministerial office in 
New Delhi as a minister of state 
for commerce and industry with 
independent charge at the age of 
55 was in itself a much-envied 
achievement. Then, even before 
she turned 60, she was made 
India’s defence minister and, to 
top it all, weeks before her 60th 
birthday she was named Union 
finance minister. The second 
woman in both jobs after Indira 
Gandhi. Ever since Dr Manmo-
han Singh entered the history 
books as finance minister, the 
North Block job has become the 
second most important ministe-
rial assignment.
With such good fortune comes 

jealousy. In Telugu, we call it 
“Drishti”, in Hindi it’s “nazar”, 
while the Greeks blamed the “evil 
eye”. Every culture recognises 
the power of jealousy. The jeal-
ousy of Ms Sitharaman’s political 
colleagues was always palpable.
Perhaps aware of this and fully 

conscious of the fact that in the 
Narendra Modi government all 
power resides only with the Prime 
Minister and all policy flows from 
above, Ms Sitharaman has main-
tained a low profile.
Flamboyance is not a word one 

associates with her. The media 
have often regarded her demean-
or as “teacherly”. She would even 
read out her Budget speech as if 
she were lecturing a classroom, 
repeating sentences for empha-
sis. Remember this point, she 
seemed to be telling her fellow 
parliamentarians, you may be 
asked a question about it. In a 
few weeks from now, Ms Sith-
araman will be reading out her 

fourth Budget speech. Hopeful-
ly, this time she will not be tired 
and exhausted by its verbiage 
and length. Few people are any 
longer impressed by the length 
of a Budget speech. At least this 
year television viewers across the 
country will look for a message 
of hope.
Weighed down by a slowing 

economy, rising unemployment 
as well as inflation, and bat-
tered by the persistent Covid-
19 pandemic and its new vari-
ants, Ms Sitharaman’s audience 
seeks the return of hope on the 
economic horizon. Not political 
grandstanding but a roadmap 
to recovery. The audience for 
the finance minister’s televised 
Budget speech has always been 
heterogenous. On the one hand, 
is the investing class and, on the 
other, those in whom the econo-
my has disinvested.
The economy’s so-called 

“K-shaped” recovery from the 
effects of the medium-term slow-
down and the post-Covid down-
turn has sharpened the class 
divide within the country. This 
year, more than any other year 
in the recent past, the expec-
tations of those two audiences 
would differ sharply. The rich 
seek incentives to open their 
purses and invest, loaded with 
cash as many are, while the rest 
seek livelihood security.
To make the task even more 

challenging for the finance min-
ister, this year’s Budget speech 
has to be made in the shadow of 
impending state Assembly elec-
tions. Her party would expect that 
the speech would help it garner a 
few more votes in Uttar Pradesh 
and elsewhere in these polls. 
Squeezed between the expecta-
tions of the investing class, the 
middle class and the subaltern 
millions Ms Sitharaman may end 
up once again exhausting her-

self with a long speech that has 
something in it for everyone. But, 
do Budget speeches really make 
a political difference?
Officials in the finance minis-

try have already let it be known 
that this year’s annual Economic 
Survey will provide a record of the 
economy’s performance and the 
government’s policy response, 
desisting the temptation of 
showing off its’ authors knowl-
edge of economics. If the Eco 
Survey ends up saying the gov-
ernment has indeed addressed 
the challenge of economic slow-
down made worse by pandemic-
induced uncertainty, it will then 
also have to answer the question 
as to why, despite the effort, the 
outcome has not yet been reas-
suring.
The Indian economy was on an 

eight per cent average annual 
growth trajectory through the 
first decade of this century and 
has slipped well below through 
the second decade. The Covid-19 
pandemic and the subsequent 
developments have made mat-
ters worse, but are surely not the 
only reason, perhaps not even 
the principal reason. If consumer 
confidence and business expec-
tations, as professionally record-
ed by the Reserve Bank of India, 
remain subdued, the uncertainty 
generated by the pandemic is 
only partially responsible. Some-
thing else seems to be missing 
in the mix, as a result of which 
most medium-term forecasts 
suggest that the average annual 
growth rate over the remainder of 
the Narendra Modi government’s 
second term will remain below 
six per cent.
The uncertainty caused by the 

persistent Covid-19 pandemic 
has been made worse by a combi-
nation of avoidable factors, begin-
ning with the demonetisation 
in 2016, followed by the messy 

implementation of the Goods 
and Services Tax, confusion over 
what constitutes an appropriate 
trade, tariff and exchange rate 
policy, official highhandedness 
and arbitrariness, that unnerves 
investors, rising social tensions 
due to the communalisation of 
politics, loss of regional geopoliti-
cal influence and so on.
India has been here before. In 

the 1980s. Decisive policy inter-
vention through the 1990s pulled 
the economy and the country 
out of that decade of crisis. Ms 
Sitharaman still has the option 
of securing her place in history 
if she prepares a speech that 
does not read like a laundry list 
of things done but sets out in 
clear terms the economic policy 
agenda for the next two years, 
against which the Modi govern-
ment’s second term in office can 
be judged.
Rather than repeat ad naseum 

that all is well and that all that 
is needed to be done has been or 
is being done, a Budget speech 
relevant to the situation would be 
one that recognises the economic 
challenges facing the country — 
rising unemployment, inflation 
and poverty, inadequate new 
investment, the slowdown in 
export growth, increase in out-
bound capital and talent, a mori-
bund education system unable to 
generate relevant skills, an over-
burdened public health system 
and suchlike — and then seeks 
to directly address them.
Having made such an honest 

statement, the finance minister’s 
speech should set out the medi-
um-term agenda for resuming 
India’s rise as the world’s “fastest 
growing, free market democra-
cy” — a distinction that it briefly 
acquired during the first term of 
the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment.

By: Vijay GarG

The education sector 
has witnessed many 
developments in the 

last two years, from the rapid 
growth of the EdTech indus-
try to the large-scale adoption 
of remote or hybrid learning 
and the announcement of the 
National Education Policy in 
2020. These events are still 
reverberating in the educa-
tion sector and are expected 
to further change its land-
scape.
Cashing in
Investment in the EdTech 

industry went up signifi-
cantly between the period of 
January-August 2021, with 
an almost four-fold upswing 
at roughly USD 3.81 billion 
compared to USD 971.5 mil-
lion in 2019. Three of the start-
ups achieved unicorn status, 
with valuations above USD 
1 billion, while one became a 
decacorn, valued at over USD 
10 billion, within the same 
period.
At the same time, there has 

been consolidation within the 
industry with mergers and 
acquisitions picking up pace. 
As the Indian market reaches 
its full potential, larger com-
panies are looking for inor-
ganic avenues of growth. This 
trend will likely continue in 
2022, as the bigger players 
consolidate their position fur-
ther by acquiring, or merging 
with, other companies. Along 
with these developments, we 
will also witness more exits 

as early investors cash in on 
the growth.
NEP in action
More than a year after 

NEP2020 was announced, 
the momentum is likely to 
increase in 2022, as state and 
education boards race to 
implement the policy within 
the stipulated time frame. 
School rationalisation has to 
be completed by 2025 and, by 
2040, all higher educational 
institutions have to become 
multidisciplinary.
Apart from sweeping chang-

es in the educational ecosys-
tem, some of these guidelines 
will require legal amend-
ments from some of the states, 
as well as the Centre. For 
instance, the categorisation of 
universities under three cat-
egories will require legislative 
action. The education sector 
will continue to see sweep-
ing changes as states work 
to achieve the NEP goals. 
However, the timelines for 
the implementation of these 
guidelines will vary across 
states as each region deals 
with its unique demographic 
and political compulsions. 
These can include factors such 
as the number of private and 
public schools, literacy levels, 
and the percentage of minori-
ties and backward castes.
Chinese EdTech industry
The Chinese government’s 

crackdown on its USD 
100 billion-strong EdTech 
market can benefit the boom-
ing Indian industry, at least 
in the short term. Since the 
Chinese EdTech sector was 

significantly larger than the 
Indian market, the inflow 
of capital can be significant, 
and investments may pick 
up even this year.The Chi-
nese crackdown had another 
impact. There is now a rising 
consciousness within the 
industry to include public 
policy initiatives to counter-
act any negative action by the 
government. Accordingly, we 
may see more public-private 
partnerships on education or 
skilling programmes.
Mainstreaming of hybrid 

education
A recent survey predicts a 

further 14% dip in attendance 
due to fears of the Omicron 
strain. Most schools and 
colleges have switched to a 
hybrid approach, with online 
and offline classes being con-
ducted simultaneously. This 
approach involves both in-
class and remote learning, 
with online assignments and 
projects. While hybrid learn-
ing is not a new concept, 
Covid-19 has made it main-
stream.
Lifelong learning
Reskilling programmes 

received a boost during the 
pandemic, as companies 
focussed on bridging the 
skill gap in their workforce. 
A global survey by McKinsey 
revealed that 69% of respon-
dents took up skill-building 
programmes during the Cov-
id-induced lockdown. This 
push for upskilling is expect-
ed to gain further traction in 
2022, as Indian corporates 
continue to focus on learn-

ing and development of their 
employees. Lifelong learning 
is now expected to be the new 
normal as professionals con-
tinue upgrading their skills 
in the course of their careers 
to retain a competitive edge. 
Other than improving the 
skill levels of its workforce, 
HR managers will also look 
at online upskilling pro-
grammes as a more economic 
means of boosting employee 
morale, ensuring their reten-
tion.
Learning in Metaverse
The Metaverse, or the con-

fluence of our physical and 
digital realities, is closer than 
we imagine and is expect-
ed to go mainstream in the 
next five to 10 years. Conse-
quently, teaching/learning 
in the domain will also pick 
up in the near future. This 
can have long-term implica-
tions as institutions leverage 
the metaverse for imparting 
immersive experiences, using 
both augmented and virtual 
reality to further accelerate 
learning.
The education sector is going 

through quite an upheaval, 
with policy initiatives, the rise 
of the EdTech segment, and 
emerging modes of online/
hybrid learning. These ongo-
ing changes will have a long-
term impact that will be criti-
cal in equipping our students 
with future-ready skills.

(Vijay GarG Retired Principal)

This year began like any other. Ten 
days into it, we naively believed 
the pandemic meant an endur-

ance test of a few weeks. Under lock-
down, we convinced ourselves that if we 
locked down or locked up, masked up 
or paid up, the problem would go away.  
We had no dramatic event -- war, 

flood or famine -- to blame for our 
misfortune. We had no conventional 
enemy to combat. Instead, an invis-
ible microbe proved to be a deadly 
adversary, wreaking such havoc on our 
lives and livelihoods that it has left an 
indelible mark on an entire generation.  
As we reach the end of an unfor-

gettable year, it seems increasing-
ly evident that a post-virus era is a 
pipe dream. Covid-19, like so many 
infections, is here to stay. The onus 
is on human intelligence, ingenuity 
and resourcefulness to deal with it.
The ordeal has had its lighter moments. 

For one, our hands have never been as 
spotless as they are now. There is defi-
nitely more alcohol on human hands 
today than in the human gut – a phenom-
enon that augurs well for future health 
and wellbeing. A nail-biting Coronavirus 
vaccine race has kept us entertained. 
Russia leapt into the fray with Sputnik 
V; America responded spiritedly with a 
two-pronged Moderna-and-Pfizer repri-
sal. India, home to one of the world’s 
largest immunization programmes 
and manufacturer of sixty percent of 
the world’s vaccines, has shown no 
lack of initiative -- although mobilizing 
supply chains and motivating a billion 
people to submit to two needle pricks 
a month remains a daunting challenge.  
Soothsayers of varied persuasions 

have offered a spate of dire predic-
tions. Medical experts have foretold 
a mental health and suicide pan-
demic, while astrologers are busy 
charting horoscopes for the virus, 
foretelling how eclipses and shifts 
in the Earth’s planetary axis will 
affect human and viral destinies.  
The story grows more complex. 

Human biological evolution, we are 
told, was determined by our ability to 
integrate and even enslave foreign viral 
elements. Over half the human genome 
is composed of DNA sequences, pos-
sibly attributable to long-dead viruses. 
Given our ability to turn several viral 
infections to our advantage, is it pos-
sible that it in time we will domesticate 
or even befriend this sneaky invader?
Spiritually, the virus has triumphed 

where all gurus have failed, offering 
humanity a crash course in stillness 
that no religious leader has ever been 
able to inspire on this scale! In the 
past, people outsourced their suffer-
ing to a million factors. Now, they have 
a single enemy. Since all needless 
physical contact and movement has 
been minimized, people have no choice 
but to stay put and deal with their own 
issues. Many are discovering that they 
aren’t very good company! The respon-
sibility to craft more meaningful and 
joyful lives lies squarely with them. This 
move towards self-determination is the 
perfect start to any spiritual journey.  
Instead of being passive victims of 

the viral apocalypse, it is time to con-
sciously craft a new destiny for all of 
us. The pandemic is a viral conta-
gion; let us transform it into a conta-
gion of consciousness that liberates 
us from within. If there is one truth 
to which this year has pointed us, it 
is just this: ‘In’ is the only way out.

EDITORIAL

COVID PANDEMIC: 
KEEP SAFE 

THEMSELVES

Education trends that will create ripples this year

Awaiting hope and hype in Union Budget speech
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NEW DELHI, Jan 10 
(Agencies): Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Monday said he 

has tested positive for 
Covid-19.

In a tweet, he said he 
has “mild symptoms” 
and is under home quar-
antine.

“I have tested posi-
tive for Corona today 
with mild symptoms. I 
am under home quar-
antine. I request every-
one who have recently 
come in my contact to 
isolate themselves and 
get tested,” Singh said.

Defence minister Rajnath 
Singh tests positive for Covid-19

NEW DELHI, Jan 10 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
will inaugurate the 
25th National Youth 
Festival in Puducherry 
on January 12, the birth 
anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda which is 
observed as National 
Youth Day.

He will inaugurate the 
event via video-confer-
encing, the PMO said.

Modi tweeted, “On 
the 12th, I would be 
taking part in the 25th 
National Youth Festival 
via video conferencing. 
Apart from asking my 
young friends to join 
the programme, I also 
urge them to share their 
inputs as well. Always 
a delight to hear from 
India’s talented youth.”               

The festival aims to 
shape the minds of 
India’s youth and trans-
form them into a united 
force for nation build-
ing, the PMO said.

It is one of the biggest 
exercises in social cohe-
sion and intellectual & 
cultural integration. It 
aims to bring diverse 
cultures of India and 

integrate them into a 
united thread of ‘Ek 
Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat’, it added.

This year, in view of 
the emerging Covid sit-
uation, the festival has 
been scheduled to be 
held virtually on Janu-
ary 12-13.

The inauguration 
will be followed by the 
National Youth Summit 
wherein there will be 
panel discussions on 
four identified themes. 
In line with the youth-
led development and 

motivating youngsters 
to solve the emerging 
issues and challenges, 
the themes will include 
environment, climate 
and SDG led growth; 
tech, entrepreneur-
ship and innovation; 
indigenous and ancient 
wisdom; and national 
character, nation build-
ing and home grown, it 
said.

Recorded video cap-
sules of Puducherry, 
Auroville, Immersive 
City Experience, indig-
enous sport games and 

folk dances among 
others will be shown to 
the participants during 
the festival. There will 
also be open discus-
sions with Olympians 
and Paralympians fol-
lowed by live perfor-
mance in the evening. 
Virtual yoga session 
will be organised in the 
morning, it said.

During the event, 
Modi will unveil select-
ed essays on “Mere 
Sapno ka Bharat” and 
“Unsung Heroes of 
Indian Freedom Move-

ment”. These essays 
have been selected from 
submissions by over 
one lakh youth on the 
two themes, the PMO 
said.

He will also inau-
gurate a Technology 
Centre of the MSME 
Ministry, established 
at Puducherry with an 
investment of about Rs 
122 crore.

With focus on the Elec-
tronic System Design & 
Manufacturing (ESDM) 
Sector, this Technology 
Centre will be equipped 
with the latest technol-
ogy. It will contribute 
towards skilling youth 
and will be able to train 
around 6,400 trainees 
per year.

He will also inaugu-
rate the Perunthalaivar 
Kamarajar Maniman-
dapam, an auditorium 
with an open air the-
atre, constructed by the 
Puducherry govern-
ment at a cost of about 
Rs 23 crore. It would 
primarily be used for 
educational purposes, 
and can accommodate 
more than 1,000 people.

PM Modi to inaugurate National Youth Festival on Wednesday
The festival scheduled to be held virtually on January 12-13

CHENNAI, Jan 10 
(Agencies): Actor-poli-
tician Khushbu Sundar 
on Monday said she 
had been infected with 
coronavirus and that 
she had isolated herself.

The BJP leader said 
she hated being alone.

“Ok. finally #Covid 
catches up with me after 
dodging last 2 waves. I 
have just tested positive. 
Till last eve i was nega-
tive. Have a running 

nose, did a test n Voila! 
I have isolated myself. 
Hate being alone. So 
keep me entertained 

for the next 5 days. N 
get tested if any signs,” 
the senior actor said in 
a tweet.

BJP leader Khushbu tests 
positive for Covid

NEW DELHI, Jan 
10 (Agencies): India 
is looking forward to 
“constructive” dialogue 
with China to resolve 
issues in remaining fric-
tion points in eastern 
Ladakh, sources in the 
security establishment 
said on Monday ahead 
of the 14th round of 
military talks between 
the two sides on the 
20-month row.

The talks will take 
place on January 12 at 
the Chushul-Moldo 
meeting point, on the 
Chinese side of the 
Line of Actual Control 
in eastern Ladakh, the 
sources said.

The ‘Senior Highest 
Military Commander 
Level (SHMCL)’ talks 
will begin at 9.30 am, 
they said.

“Indian side is looking 
forward to constructive 
dialogue to resolve the 
balance friction areas,” 
a source said.

It is learnt that major 

focus of the talks will 
be on disengagement 
in the Hot Springs area.

The Indian side is 
expected to press for 
disengagement as 
soon as possible in all 
the remaining friction 
points, including reso-
lution of issues in Dep-
sang Bulge and Dem-
chok.

The 13th round of 
talks had taken place 
on October 10, 2021 and 
they ended in a stale-
mate.

Both sides failed to 
make any headway 
in the talks with the 
Indian Army saying 
after the dialogue that 
the “constructive sug-
gestions” made by it 

were neither agreeable 
to the Chinese side nor 
it could provide any 
“forward-looking” pro-
posals.

In their virtual diplo-
matic talks on Novem-
ber 18, India and China 
agreed to hold the 
14th round of military 
talks at an early date 
to achieve the objective 

of complete disengage-
ment in remaining fric-
tion points in eastern 
Ladakh.

The eastern Ladakh 
b o r de r  s t a n do f f 
between the Indian 
and Chinese militaries 
erupted on May 5, 2020, 
following a violent clash 
in the Pangong lake 
areas.

Both sides gradually 
enhanced their deploy-
ment by rushing in tens 
of thousands of soldiers 
as well as heavy weap-
onry.

As a result of a series 
of military and dip-
lomatic talks, the two 
sides completed the 
disengagement process 
last year in the north 
and south banks of the 
Pangong lake and in the 
Gogra area.

Each side currently 
has around 50,000 to 
60,000 troops along the 
Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) in the sensitive 
sector.

India looking forward to constructive dialogue: 
Sources on military talks with China

PANAJI, Jan 10 (Agen-
cies): Goa Minister and 
BJP MLA Michael Lobo 
on Monday resigned 
from the Pramod Sawa-
nt-led Cabinet and also 
as member of the Legis-
lative Assembly, ahead 
of the state polls sched-
uled next month.

The Goa BJP unit later 
said Lobo’s move will 
not have any impact on 
the party’s prospects 
in the state Assembly 
elections, to be held on 
February 14.

Lobo, who repre-
sented the Calangute 
Assembly constituency 
and held charge of the 
state port and waste 
management depart-
ments, submitted his 
resignation to the Chief 
Minister’s Office and 
the Goa Assembly’s 
Speaker. He is likely 
to join the Congress, 
according to sources.

“I have resigned from 
both the posts. I will 
see what steps are to be 
taken next. I have also 

resigned from the BJP,” 
Lobo told reporters.

Asked whether he will 
join the Congress, Lobo 
said he is in talks with 
other political parties.

He claimed that 
people were unhappy 
with the ruling BJP in 
the coastal state.

“The voters told me 
that the BJP is no more 
a party of the common 
people,” he said, while 
claiming that the grass-
root level workers were 
feeling ignored by the 
party. However, Goa 
BJP president Sadan-
and Shet Tanavade said 
Lobo’s decision to leave 
the party will have no 
impact on its prospects 
in the upcoming state 
polls. Lobo had left the 
party long back and he 
was “only physically 
present with us,” Tana-
vade said.

He may have left, but 
other workers in the 
Calangute Assembly 
constituency are with 
the party, he said.

The BJP will field a 
fresh candidate to retain 
the Calangute Assem-
bly seat in the elections, 
Tanavade said.

The Election Com-
mission of India on 
Saturday announced 
that elections to all 40 
Assembly constituen-
cies in Goa would be 
held on February 14.

The BJP, Congress, 
Goa Forward Party 
(GFP), Maharashtrawa-
di Gomantak Party 
(MGP), Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), Trinamool 
Congress Party (TMC), 
and NCP are the main 
political parties in the 
fray. In the 2017 Goa 
Assembly polls, the 
Congress had emerged 
as the single largest 
party, but it failed to 
form government.

The BJP had then tied-
up with some regional 
outfits and indepen-
dents to form govern-
ment. The Congress 
currently has only two 
MLAs in the state.

Michael Lobo resigns as Goa 
Minister, quits BJP

MUMBAI, Jan 10 (Agencies): A 
Mumbai court on Monday extended till 
January 14 the police custody of Shweta 
Singh and Mayank Rawal, arrested 
from Uttarakhand in connection with 
the case pertaining to the ‘Bulli Bai’ 
app, which targeted Muslim women 
by putting up their images online for 
‘auction’.

Besides, the court remanded another 
accused, Vishal Kumar Jha, who was 
the first to be arrested in the case from 
Bengaluru, to judicial custody till Jan-
uary 24 as he had tested positive for 
coronavirus.

The police on Monday sought further 
custody of Singh (18) and Rawal (21) 

and told the Bandra metropolitan mag-
istrate that the probe into the case was 
at a crucial stage and hence, the inter-
rogation of the accused was required.

Singh and Rawal were arrested by the 
Mumbai police’s cyber cell from Utta-
rakhand on January 5, while Jha was 
arrested from Bengaluru on January 4.

The police had earlier claimed that 
Singh was the prime accused, who had 
created a Twitter handle of the app.

The Delhi police’s special cell, which 
has also registered an FIR in the case, 
on January 6 arrested one Niraj Bishnoi 
from Assam. According to the police, 
Bishnoi was the main creator of the 
app.

Bulli Bai app case: Police remand of 2 
students extended till Jan 14; another 

accused sent in judicial custody
HYDERABAD, Jan 10 

(Agencies): In a grue-
some incident that 
could turn out to be a 
case of human sacri-
fice, a human head was 
found at a local temple 
in Chintapally Mandal 
of Nalgonda district 
during the early hours 
on Monday. Police said 
the man’s head in his 
thirties was severed 
elsewhere and later left 
at the feet of a deity.

Though the police are 
probing the human sac-
rifice angle but feel that 
this could have been 
done to mislead the 

security agencies, the 
police have sounded an 
alert to find out about 
any missing person in 
the vicinity of the crime 
scene.

Deverakonda DSP 
Anand Reddy said 
the head was found is 
on the highway and 
is a worship place for 
Mahankali and located 
on the state highway 
between state Capital 
Hyderabad and Nagar-
juna Sagar.

Forensic teams were 
called along with the 
dog squad, but after 
some distance, the dogs 

got confused and did 
not move further. The 
police suspect that this 
happened because the 
accused probably came 
on a vehicle and left 

the head, and fled in 
the vehicle. Reddy said 
that from the state of the 
human head, it appears 
that the man was 
beheaded on Sunday 

night.
Wherever CCTV 

camera footage is avail-
able, the same is being 
analysed by the police 
for clues. The pictures 
of the victim have been 
flashed all over Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh, 
and other neighbouring 
states. Once the person’s 
identity is established, 
the police hope to get a 
significant clue to crack 
the case. As of now, a 
case of murder has been 
registered, and investi-
gations are continuing, 
police have said.

Severed head found at Mahakali temple

NEW DELHI, Jan 
10 (Agencies): The 
Supreme Court on 
Monday agreed to hear 
a PIL seeking action 
against those who made 
hate speeches during 
the recent ‘Dharam 
Sansad’ held at Harid-
war in Uttarakhand.

A bench headed 
by Chief Justice NV 
Ramana took note of the 
submissions of senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal 
that no action had been 

taken against those who 
made the hate speeches 
despite registration of 
an FIR. “I have moved 
this PIL in respect 
of what happened in 
Dharam Sansad in 
Haridwar on December 
17 and 19. We are living 
in difficult times where 
slogan in the country 
has changed from ‘Saty-
amev Jayate’” Sibal said.

“All right, we will take 
up the matter,” the CJI 
said.

Supreme Court agrees to hear PIL on ‘hate 
speeches’ made at ‘Dharam Sansad’ at Haridwar

KOTTAYAM, Jan 10 (Agencies): 
A court here on Monday conclud-
ed hearing and reserved its ver-
dict in the case of alleged rape of 
a nun by Bishop Franco Mulakkal.

The Additional Sessions Court is 
likely to pronounce the judgment 
on January 14. Trial in the case had 
started in November 2019.

The rape case against the Bishop 
was registered by police in Kot-
tayam district in 2018.

In her complaint to the police 
in June 2018, the nun had alleged 

that she was subjected to sexual 
abuse by Franco, then Bishop of 

the Jalandhar diocese of Roman 
Catholic Church, between 2014 
and 2016.

The Special Investigation team 
which probed the case, arrested 
the Bishop and charged him with 
wrongful confinement, rape, 
unnatural sex and criminal intim-
idation.

The court had restrained the 
print and electronic media from 
publishing any matter relating 
to the trial in the case without its 
permission.

Trial court reserves order in Kerala 
nun rape case



                  
                                                            6 ENTERTAINMENT Top News of J&K

Jammu, Monday, January 10, 2022

‘Vikram Vedha’ to release in September; Hrithik 
Roshan’s first look revealed on his birthday

Actor Hrithik Roshan’s 
upcoming neo-noir 
action crime thriller 
‘Vikram Vedha’ is set to 
be theatrically released 
on September 30, the 
makers announced on 
Monday.

On the occasion of 
Roshan’s 48th birthday, 
they also revealed the 
actor’s first look from 
the film, which features 
him as Vedha, a gang-
ster.

The official handle 
of production house 
T-Series took to Twit-
ter and wrote, “Here’s 
wishing Hrithik Roshan 
a very happy birthday! 
Delighted to present 
the first look of Vedha 
in #VikramVedha. Hit-
ting the cinemas world-

wide on 30th September 
2022.”

Based on the Indian 

folktale Vikram aur 
Betaal, the film tells the 
story of a tough police 

officer Vikram, played 
by Saif Ali Khan, who 
sets out to track down 

and kill an equally tough 
gangster (Roshan).

The film also stars 
Radhika Apte in a piv-
otal role.

‘Vikram Vedha’ is 
the remake of a Tamil 
blockbuster of the same 
name, which starred R 
Madhavan and Vijay 
Sethupathi.

The film is directed by 
Pushkar and Gayatri, 
who also helmed the 
2017 original.

‘Vikram Vedha’ is 
presented by Gulshan 
Kumar, T-Series Films 
and Reliance Entertain-
ment in association 
with Friday Filmworks 
and YNOT Studios Pro-
duction. It is produced 
by S Sashikanth and 
Bhushan Kumar. 

Aarti Chabria, who is known her 
stints in TV shows like Fear Factor and 
Khatron Ke Khiladi, has now become 
a motivation architect and spiritual 
strategist. She promotes wellness, 
mindset methods, and holistic growth 
on her chat series called Secrets of a 
Victorious Mind. The actress has now 
started another platform called Victori-
ous Mind Power. Aarti says, “I wanted 
to be a route through which people 
can reach their higher potential. Not 
everyone wants to be an actress or a 
sportsperson. We all are built differ-
ently and are supposed to have differ-
ent goals.”

She adds, “I try and help people build 
motivation to live and strategise their 
spiritual journey, and become the high-
est version of themselves. We also have 
a flagship programme called the ‘per-
fect soulmate’ and I can’t wait to dis-
cuss it in detail with you all.”

Actress Aarti Chabria starts 
her online platform called 

Victorious Mind Power

Jacqueline Fernandez 
has finally broken her 
silence on the Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar case 
and her viral pictures 
with him. Earlier, a 

mirror selfie of the 
actress with Sukesh 
had gone viral and on 
Saturday (January 8), a 
new picture of Sukesh 
kissing Jacqueline went 

viral too.
The actress has now 

released a statement 
and requested every-
one not to ‘intrude her 
privacy’ as she is going 
through a rough patch 
in life. Her statement 
read, “This country 
and its people have 
given me tremendous 
love and respect. This 
includes my friends 
from the media, from 
whom I have learnt a 
lot. I’m currently going 
through a rough patch, 
but I’m sure that my 
friends and my fans 
will see me through.”

The actress continued, 
“It is with this trust that 
I would request my 
friends to not circulate 
images that intrude my 
privacy and personal 
space. You would not do 
this to your own loved 
ones, so I am sure you 
would not do this to 
me either. Hoping that 
justice and good sense 
prevails. Thank you.”

Jacqueline Fernandez breaks 
silence on viral picture with 

Sukesh Chandrashekhar Right from its title to pop culture referenc-
es, Netflix series ‘Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein’ 
is sprinkled with Shah Rukh Khan trivia, 
according to its cast members Tahir Raj 
Bhasin, Shweta Tripathi Sharma and Anchal 
Singh.

The cast of the upcoming show says these 
throwbacks to the filmography of Khan, 
including movies like ‘Baazigar’, ‘Dilwale 
Dulhania Le Jayenge’ to ‘Om Shanti Om’ 
come from the utmost respect they have 
for the superstar who defines “all shades 
of romance”.

Set in the fictional town of Onkara, the 
story of ‘Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein’ follows 
a romantic simpleton, Vikrant, played by 
Bhasin. He is an object of desire for Purva 
(Singh), who will go to any lengths to get 
him.

The eight-episode series will see the mild-
mannered Vikrant developing a new side to 
him. In order to escape Purva’s clutches and 
reclaim his life with his true love, Shikha 
(Sharma), he goes down a dark path only to 
regret it later in this pulpy thriller.

As a “Delhi boy who comes to Bombay to 
act”, Bhasin said it is impossible not to be a 
massive Shah Rukh Khan fan.

“There is superstardom and then there’s 
Shah Rukh Khan. He no longer represents 
the superstar, he is an institution of someone 
who has a dream and puts in everything to 
make it. It was superb to know that there 
was SRK trivia thrown into the series.

“It is applicable too because the series is 
very pulpy Bollywood. It has throwbacks 
to the ‘90s purely in terms of the theme: 
there is passionate romance and revenge. 
There’s a character arc where an ordinary 
man faces extraordinary circumstances,” 
the actor, who was recently seen in Kabir 
Khan’s “83”, said in an interview over Zoom. 
The trailer of the series, created and directed 
by Sidharth Sengupta, also introduces the 
viewer to a new phrase: ‘Shah Rukh-giri’.

When you say ‘Shah Rukh-giri’, it means 
being a hero, said Bhasin.

“It is with most humility and respect that 
these references have been made,” he added.

For Tripathi Sharma, no one romances on 
screen like Shah Rukh Khan. ”He has shown 
us all shades of romance. I think that’s the 
beauty about being an artiste and the kind 

of person that he is... That’s what I love about 
cinema that influences your daily life. Enter-
tainment is a major chunk of this but there is 
so much more. Films break all barriers like 
caste, religion, etc, as it only boils down to 
emotions,” she said.

Singh, who has grown up to Shah Rukh’s 
films, said she is simply “happy” to be 
part of a show that celebrates the King of 
Romance.

‘Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein’ is described as 
a psychological drama set against the back-
drop of crime and desire with themes of 
twisted love and power.

Bhasin, who gained prominence following 
his breakout debut as the antagonist in 2014’s 
‘Mardaani’, said it was exciting to star in a 
romantic drama.

“It was new to play a character who wears 
his heart on sleeve and leads with his heart. 
The exciting dynamic of having a romantic 
triangle with a very interesting, inverse sort 
of perspective. We’ve seen so many themes 
of a love triangle when the man is passion-
ately in love with the woman.

“But what happens if it’s the other way 
round and also she is in the position of 
power? Love is an intense emotion to play, 
just like hate is at the other end of the spec-
trum. Just to be able to play both these 
extremes in one series was a big challenge,” 
the 34-year-old actor said.

Tripathi Sharma, 36, described the show as 

a “rollercoaster of emotions”.
“What excited me about the story was love. 

Love is a very simple yet important thing. 
Today, things like simplicity, kindness and 
love are getting diluted.

“Other emotions like power are weigh-
ing heavy on love. When you have ultimate 
power, only then you know if you will use 
it well or not. That was very exciting. And, 
Shikha is ready to do whatever it takes to get 
her love,” she added.

Singh, who has starred in Tamil film ‘Dhil-
luku Dhuddu’, said it was rewarding to play 
Purva, a “beautifully layered” character in 
‘Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein’.

“Like Shikha, she is also ready to get her 
love, but the means and the different social 
environment she belongs to is how they 
differ. Maybe from the outside they both 
want the same things but the more you go 
inside, you see how different they are. For 
Purva, everything is fair in love and war,” 
she said.

The series is yet another addition to the 
ever-growing list of web series based in a 
small-town of north India and Bhasin said 
the show does full justice to the milieu.

“When I see ‘Narcos’, ‘Squid Game’ or 
‘Borgen’, they are unapologetically authentic 
to their native countries. Our series is also 
rooted in reality even when there is stylised 
dramatisation,” he said.

Tripathi Sharma, whom Bhasin called ‘a 
north India expert’ courtesy her starring 
turns in films like ‘Masaan’, ‘Raat Akeli 
Hai’, and Prime Video series ‘Mirzapur’, said 
relatability is a huge factor that gravitates 
creative people to the region.

“There are so many flavours to explore in 
north India. I still think we haven’t done 
that. What I like about ‘Yeh Kaali Kaali 
Ankhein’ and what OTT is offering is that 
there’s something for everyone. If you want 
spice, you have that. If you want dessert, 
there is that too,” she said.

Also starring Saurabh Shukla, Surya 
Sharma, Brijendra Kala, Arunoday Singh, 
Anant Joshi, Sunita Rajwar and Hetal Gada, 
the series will start streaming from Janu-
ary 14. Sengupta also serves as writer along 
with Anahata Menon and Varun Badola for 
the series, which is produced by Edgestorm 
Ventures Pvt. Ltd.

You will see ‘Shah Rukh-giri’ on ‘Yeh Kaali 
Kaali Ankhein’, says cast

Esha Gupta, known 
for films like ‘Jannat 
2’, ‘Total Dhamaal’ and 
‘Baadshaho’, recently 
tested positive for 
Covid.  

The actress notified 
her followers about 
her diagnosis through 
social media.

Esha took to her Insta-
gram and wrote in the 
story section, “Despite 
the utmost precautions, 
I have tested positive for 
Covid-19. 

I have been following 
the protocols & have 
isolated myself and 
currently under home 
quarantine.” She added 
on a hopeful note, “I am 
sure I will come back 
stronger and better out 
of this. Please stay safe 
and mask up! Take care 
of yourself and others. 

Don’t forget to 
#MaskUp I love you 
all!” With the third 

wave of the pandemic 
raging across the coun-
try, several Bollywood 
celebs are down with 
the bug, spending time 
in isolation. 

Nafisa Ali, Madhur 
Bhandarkar Prem 
Chopra, Boney Kapoor, 
Ekta Kapoor, John Abra-

ham, Vishal Dadlani, 
Swara Bhaskar, Mrunal 
Thakur, Arjun Kapoor, 
Alaya F, Ranvir Shorey, 
Amrita Arora, Prateik 
Babbar and Kubbra Sait 
are some of the mem-
bers of the fraternity 
who have contracted 
the virus, of late.

‘Jannat 2’ actress Esha 
Gupta down with Covid

On Saturday, popu-
lar television actress 
Kamya Panjabi took 
to her Twitter handle 
and revealed that she 
had tested positive for 
Covid-19. Kamya said 
she was experiencing 
high fever and body-
aches. Despite the suf-
fering, she is keeping 
her positive state of 
mind intact. Kamya 
wrote, “Survived the 
first two waves, caught 
in the third one, so 
here I am with high 
fever, spinning head, 
body ache to the core 
#Covid19 positive n 
staying positive! This 
too shall pass! Mask up 
people, stay safe and 
remember 2022 hamara 
hai.”

Kamya Panjabi, who 
recently joined politics, 
has been part of the 
entertainment indus-
try for a long time. The 
actress gained a mas-
sive following after 

appearing on the reality 
show Bigg Boss. Apart 
from that, Kamya has 
worked in the TV indus-
try for over two decades 

and featured in several 
shows, including Banoo 
Main Teri Dulhann, 
Maryada: Lekin Kab 
Tak, and Beintehaa. 

‘This too shall pass’ … Says Kamya 
Panjabi after testing Covid-positive

In a recent episode of 
the reboot of the cult 
classic Sex And The 
City christened And 
Just Like That, actress 
Sarah Jessica Parker 
was seen flaunting 
a lehenga by Indian 

designers Falguni and 
Shane Peacock. In the 
episode, revolving 
around the festival of 
Diwali, Sarah’s iconic 
character, Carrie Brad-
shaw, wore a lehenga 
and called it a saree!

When Sarah 
Jessica Parker called 
the lehenga a saree

Actress Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu, while 
speaking about her 
mental health issues, 
said that she was able 
to overcome them with 
help of her counsel-
lors and friends. She 
added that if she is suc-
cessful, it is because of 
people who helped her 
become strong. “People 
are spending time and 
effort to help,” she said.

If I am successful, it is because 
people helped: Samantha
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9 children among 19 charred to death in one 
of the worst fires in New York City

NEW YORK, Jan 10 
(Agencies): In one of 
the worst fire accidents 
in the recent history 
of New York City, 19 
people, including nine 
children, were killed 
in an apartment build-
ing where a massive 
blaze broke out due to a 
malfunctioning electric 
space heater.

The New York City 
Fire Department said 
that approximately 200 
of its members were 
operating on the scene at 
the 19-storey building in 
the Bronx where the fire 
started around 11 am on 
Sunday.

The incident comes 
days after an apartment 
fire in Philadelphia 
killed 12, with eight chil-
dren among the dead.

New York City Mayor 
Eric Adams termed it a 
“tragedy beyond mea-
sure”.

“We’ve lost 19 of our 
neighbours today… Join 
me in praying for those 
we lost, especially the 
9 innocent young lives 
that were cut short,” 
Adams said in a tweet 
on Sunday.

Over 30 people were 
seriously injured in the 
incident.

Adams said that the 
building housed a large-
ly Muslim population, 
with many immigrants 
from Africa’s Gambia.

“This is a horrific, hor-
rific, painful moment for 
the City of New York. 
The impact of this fire is 
going to really bring a 
level of pain and despair 
to our city… This is 
going to be one of the 
worst fires we have wit-
nessed during modern 
times,” Adams said at a 
news conference.

Governor of New York 
state Kathy Hochul said 
the city is “in shock”.

“It’s impossible to go 
into that room where 
scores of families who 
are in such grief, who 
are in pain, to see it 
in a mother’s eyes as I 
held her, who lost her 
entire family. It’s hard 
to fathom what they’re 
going through,” Hochul 
said as she joined Adams 
to provide an update on 
the apartment fire in the 
Bronx.

The Governor said 
that she will establish a 
victims’ compensation 
fund for the individuals 
affected by the fire and 
to help them find new 
housing and for burial 
costs.

Mayor Adams said 
that over 32 people sus-
tained life-threatening 
injuries, nine serious 
injuries and 22 injuries 
that are non-life-threat-
ening.

New York City Fire 
Department Commis-
sioner Daniel Nigro 
described the incident 
as “tragic” and said that 
units arrived within 
three minutes for a call 
of a fire in the duplex 
apartment.

“They were met in the 
hallway with this fire, 
very heavy smoke, very 
heavy fire. Units pushed 
in. The smoke extended 
the entire height of the 
building, which is very 
unusual. Members 
found victims on every 
floor and in stairwells 
and were taking them 
out in cardiac and respi-
ratory arrest,” he said.

The 32 people were 
transported to hospitals 
in life-threatening con-
dition.

“That is unprecedent-
ed in our city,” Nigro 
said.

A “malfunctioning 
electric space heater” 
was the source of the 
fire, he said, adding 
that the heater was 
in the bedroom of an 
apartment and the fire 
consumed the room and 
then the entire apart-
ment.

Victims were found in 
stairways on every floor 
of the building, many in 
cardiac arrest. The inju-
ries were predominantly 
from smoke inhalation, 
he said.

Firefighters kept 
attempting to save 
people from the build-
ing despite running out 
of air tanks, Nigro said.

Some of the residents 
who were trying to 
leave the building could 
not “escape because of 
the volume of smoke,” 
he said.

Nigro said that the 
door to the fire apart-
ment was left open 
which allowed the fire 
and smoke to spread. 
“This fire took its toll 
on our city.”          

The Fire Department 
issued several messages 
on social media urging 
citizens to always close 
the door when escaping 
a fire. “Closing the door 
saves lives,” the mes-
sage said.

Authorities said the 
fire appeared to have 
been caused by a space 
heater in one of the 
apartments.

The residential apart-
ment is 50 years old 
and has 120 units, CNN 
reported, citing building 
records.

There have not been 
any major building vio-
lations or complaints 
listed against the build-
ing, it said, adding that 
past minor violations 

were rectified by the 
property and there were 
no structural violations 
listed.

Meanwhile, mayor 
Adams said that one 
priority will be to make 
sure that Islamic funer-
al and burial rites are 
respected and another 
will be to seek Muslim 
leaders to connect with 
the residents.

The names of people 
who request govern-
ment assistance will not 
be turned over to Immi-
gration and Customs 
Enforcement, Adams 
said.

“We want people 
to be comfortable in 
coming forward, and 
it’s imperative that we 
connect with those on 
the ground to make 
sure they get that mes-
sage and that word out,” 
he said.

Christina Farrell, first 
deputy commissioner of 
NYC emergency man-
agement, told CNN’s 
Phil Mattingly Sunday 
that residents who 
lived in the apartment 
building are now being 
housed at a middle 
school next door.

“We have all the resi-
dents here. We’ve been 
able to give them food, 
a warm space, water, 
any short-term needs 
that they had. People 
brought their pets and 
so we are in the process 
of finding people to 
shelter this evening.

“We work with the 
Red Cross, we have 
hotel rooms and have 
other resources avail-
able. And so we will 
be making sure every 
family has a safe, 
warm space to sleep in 
tonight,” Farrell added.

LONDON, Jan 10 
(Agencies): The United 
Kingdom will celebrate 
Queen Elizabeth II’s 
70 years on the throne 
with a military parade, 
neighbourhood par-
ties and a competition 
to create a new dessert 
for the Platinum Jubilee, 
Buckingham Palace said 
on Monday.

Elizabeth will become 
on February 6 the first 
British monarch to reign 
for seven decades, and 
festivities marking the 
anniversary will culmi-
nate in a four-day week-
end of events June 2-5.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear which events the 
queen (95), would take 
part in after doctors 
recently advised her to 
get more rest.

The weekend, which 
includes an extra public 

holiday in honour of 
the queen, will begin on 
Thursday June 2, with 
Trooping the Colour—
the annual military 
parade that marks the 
queen’s official birth-
day.

That will be followed 
on June 3 by a service of 
thanksgiving honour-
ing the queen’s service 
to the UK, her other 
realms and the Com-
monwealth.

In a nod to coronation 
chicken — the concoc-
tion of cold chicken, 
curry powder, mayon-
naise and other ingre-
dients served at garden 
parties marking the 
queen’s formal ascent 
to the throne — the 
palace will sponsor the 
Platinum Pudding com-
petition to create a new 
dessert dedicated to the 

monarch.
The competition will 

be open to UK residents 
as young as eight and 
will be judged by tele-
vision cooking person-
alities Mary Berry and 
Monica Galetti, togeth-
er with Buckingham 
Palace head chef Mark 
Flanagan.

The winning recipe 
will be published ahead 
of Jubilee weekend so it 
can be part of the cel-
ebrations.

Some 1,400 people 
have already registered 
to host Jubilee lunches 
on June 5, with flagship 
events set to take place 
in London and at the 
Eden Project in Corn-
wall. The palace expects 
there will be some 
2,00,000 neighbourhood 
events across the UK. 
The weekend will end 
with a pageant honour-
ing the monarch’s ser-
vice and looking ahead 
to the next 70 years.

Dancers, musicians, 
military personnel and 
key workers will “tell 
the story of the Queen’s 
reign,” while children 
will create a picture of 
their hopes and aspira-
tions for the planet, the 
palace said.

UK plans holiday weekend to 
honour queen’s 70 years on throne

The incident comes days after an apartment fire in Philadelphia killed 12, with eight children among the dead

BANGKOK, Jan 10 (Agencies): A 
court in Myanmar sentenced ousted 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi to four more 
years in prison on Monday after find-
ing her guilty of illegally importing 
and possessing walkie-talkies and vio-
lating coronavirus restrictions, a legal 
official said.

Suu Kyi was convicted last month on 
two other charges and given a four-
year prison sentence, which was then 
halved by the head of the military-
installed government.

The cases are among about a dozen 
brought against the 76-year-old Nobel 
laureate since the army seized power 
last February, ousting her elected gov-

ernment.
Suu Kyi’s supporters say the charges 

against her are contrived to legitimise 
the military’s actions and prevent her 
from returning to politics.

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi sentenced to 
4 more years in prison

KABUL, Jan 10 (Agencies): An infant 
boy handed in desperation to a soldier 
across an airport wall in the chaos of 
the American evacuation of Afghani-
stan has been found and was reunited 
with his relatives in Kabul on Saturday.

The baby, Sohail Ahmadi, was just 
two months old when he went missing 
on August 19 as thousands of people 
rushed to leave Afghanistan as it fell 
to the Taliban.

Following an exclusive Reuters story 
published in November with his pic-
tures, the baby was located in Kabul 
where a 29-year-old taxi driver named 
Hamid Safi had found him in the air-
port and took him home to raise as his 
own.

After more than seven weeks of nego-
tiations and pleas, and ultimately a 
brief detention by Taliban police, Safi 
finally handed the child back to his 
jubilant grandfather and other relatives 
still in Kabul.

They said they would now seek to 
have him reunited with his parents and 
siblings who were evacuated months 
ago to the United States.

During the tumultuous Afghan 
evacuation over the summer, Mirza Ali 
Ahmadi -- the boy’s father who had 
worked as a security guard at the US 
embassy -- and his wife Suraya feared 
their son would get crushed in the 
crowd as they neared the airport gates 
en route to a flight to the United States.

Ahmadi told Reuters in early Novem-
ber in his desperation that day, he 
handed Sohail over the airport wall to 
a uniformed soldier who he believed 
to be an American, fully expecting 
he would soon make it the remaining 
5 meters (15 feet) to the entrance to 
reclaim him.

Just at that moment, Taliban forces 
pushed the crowd back and it would 
be another half an hour before Ahmadi, 
his wife and their four other children 
were able to get inside.

But by then the baby was nowhere to 
be found.

Ahmadi said he searched desperately 
for his son inside the airport and was 
told by officials that he had likely been 

taken out of the country separately and 
could be reunited with them later.

The rest of the family was evacuated 
-- eventually ending up at a military 
base in Texas. For months they had no 
idea where their son was.

The case highlights the plight of many 
parents separated from their children 
during the hasty evacuation effort and 
withdrawal of US forces from the coun-
try after a 20-year war.

With no US embassy in Afghanistan 
and international organizations over-
stretched, Afghan refugees have had 
trouble getting answers on the timing, 
or possibility, of complex reunifications 
like this one.     

“We are working to reunify the 
family,” a State Department official 
said.

The timing is still unknown however, 
said a second US official with knowl-
edge of the situation, because regular 
evacuation flights are not currently 
leaving the country. The US govern-
ment is in discussions with the Qataris 
as well as parties in Afghanistan about 
the case, the second official said.

ALONE AT THE AIRPORT
On the same day Ahmadi and his 

family were separated from their baby, 
Safi had slipped through the Kabul 
airport gates after giving a ride to his 
brother’s family who were also set to 
evacuate.

Safi said he found Sohail alone and 
crying on the ground.

After he said he unsuccessfully tried 
to locate the baby’s parents inside, he 

took the infant home to his wife and 
children. Safi has three daughters of 
his own and said his mother’s greatest 
wish before she died was for him to 
have a son.

In that moment he decided: “I am 
keeping this baby. If his family is 
found, I will give him to them. If not, I 
will raise him myself,” he told Reuters 
in an interview in late November.

Safi told Reuters that he took him to 
the doctor for a check-up after he was 
found and quickly incorporated the 
child into his family. They called the 
baby Mohammad Abed and posted 
pictures of all the children together on 
his Facebook page.

After the Reuters story about the 
missing child came out, some of Safi’s 
neighbors - who had noticed his return 
from the airport months earlier with 
a baby - recognized the photos and 
posted comments about his where-
abouts on a translated version of the 
article.

Ahmadi asked his relatives still in 
Afghanistan, including his father-in-
law Mohammad Qasem Razawi, 67, 
who lives in the northeastern province 
of Badakhshan, to seek out Safi and 
ask him to return Sohail to the family.  

Razawi said he traveled two days and 
two nights to the capital bearing gifts - 
including a slaughtered sheep, several 
pounds of walnuts and clothing - for 
Safi and his family.

But Safi refused to release Sohail, 
insisting he also wanted to be evacu-
ated from Afghanistan with his family. 
Safi’s brother, who was evacuated to 
California, said Safi and his family 
have no pending applications for US 
entry.

The baby’s family sought help from 
the Red Cross, which has a stated mis-
sion to help reconnect people separated 
by international crises, but said they 
received little information from the 
organization. A spokesperson for the 
Red Cross said it does not comment on 
individual cases.

Finally, after feeling they had run 
out of options, Razawi contacted the 
local Taliban police to report a kidnap-

ping. Safi told Reuters he denied the 
allegations to the police and said he 
was caring for the baby, not kidnap-
ping him.

The complaint was investigated and 
dismissed and the local police com-
mander told Reuters he helped arrange 
a settlement, which included an agree-
ment signed with thumbprints by both 
sides. Razawi said the baby’s family 
in the end agreed to compensate Safi 
around 100,000 Afghani ($950) for 
expenses incurred looking after him 
for five months.

“The grandfather of the baby com-
plained to us and we found Hamid 
and based on the evidence we had, 
we recognized the baby,” said Hamid 
Malang, the chief area controller of the 
local police station. “With both sides 
in agreement, the baby will be handed 
over to his grandfather,” he said on 
Saturday. 

In the presence of the police, and 
amid lots of tears, the baby was finally 
returned to his relatives.

Razawi said Safi and his family were 
devastated to lose Sohail. “Hamid and 
his wife were crying, I cried too, but 
assured them that you both are young, 
Allah will give you male child. Not one, 
but several. I thanked both of them for 
saving the child from the airport,” 
Razawi said.

“We need to get the baby back to his 
mother and father. This is my only 
responsibility,” he said.

The baby’s parents told Reuters they 
were overjoyed as they were able to see 
with their own eyes the reunion over 
video chat.

“There are celebrations, dance, sing-
ing,” said Razawi. “It is just like a wed-
ding indeed.”

Now Ahmadi and his wife and other 
children, who in early December were 
able to move off the military base and 
resettle in an apartment in Michigan 
are still finding their footing and 
focused on their son’s return.

“I was so sad and always crying for 
my baby,” said his mother Suraya. 
“Now I hope he arrives here safely. Last 
night, I did not sleep due to happiness.”

Baby lost in chaos of Afghanistan airlift found, 
returned to family after long ordeal

CALIFORNIA, Jan 
10 (Agencies): Police 
in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, pulled the pilot 
from a crash-landed 
Cessna seconds before 
the aircraft was hit by a 
train on Sunday, send-
ing debris flying in all 
directions.

Dra m at ic  v ideo 
obtained by Reuters 
shows several officers 
freeing the man from 
the downed plane, 
which had crashed 
shortly after takeoff in 
the Pacoima neighbour-
hood, according to local 
media. The officers and 
pilot are just a few feet 
away from the tracks 
when the passing train 
destroys the plane.

“The plane had a 
failed takeoff and 
landed on the train 
tracks at a popular 
intersection,” said Luis 
Jimenez, the 21-year-old 

music composer who 
filmed the video. “Just 
seconds before impact 
police officers saved 
the pilot, and a piece of 
debris almost hit me.”

The pilot was treated 
for cuts and bruises 
and is in a stable condi-
tion, according to local 
media. No one on the 
train was injured, local 
media reported.

Video footage posted 
on Twitter by the Los 
Angeles Police Depart-
ment showed bodycam 
footage of officers pull-
ing the bleeding pilot 
from the plane.

The depar t ment 
applauded its officers, 
saying in the tweet they 
had “displayed heroism 
and quick action by 
saving the life of a pilot 
who made an emer-
gency landing on the 
railroad tracks.”

Plane hit by train 
after crashing on train 

tracks in California
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Tennis star Novak Djokovic wins court battle to stay in Australia
MELBOURNE, Jan 10 

(Agencies): World number 
one Novak Djokovic was 
released from Australian 
immigration detention on 
Monday after winning a 
court challenge to remain in 
the country to pursue his bid 
for a record 21st Grand Slam 
title at the upcoming Austra-
lian Open.

Judge Anthony Kelly ruled 
the federal government’s 
decision last week to revoke 
the tennis star’s visa was 
“unreasonable” and ordered 
Djokovic be released.

News of the ruling was 
greeted with noisy cel-
ebrations of drum beating 
and dancing by a group of 
around 50 supporters, many 
draped in the Serbian flag, 
outside the Melbourne court.

Lawyers for the federal 
government, however, indi-
cated the fight may not be 
over, telling the court Immi-
gration Minister Alex Hawke 
was reserving the right to 
exercise his personal power 
to again revoke Djokovic’s 
visa.

After confirming that such 
a step, if taken, would bar 
34-year-old Djokovic from 
the country for three years, 

Kelly warned the govern-
ment lawyers that “the stakes 
have now risen, rather than 
receded.” Hawke’s office did 
not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

Djokovic’s plight has been 
closely followed around the 
world, creating diplomatic 
tensions between Belgrade 
and Canberra and sparking 
heated debate over national 
vaccination rules.

Kelly also ordered the fed-
eral government pay legal 
costs for Djokovic, who spent 
several days in an immigra-
tion detention hotel, noting 
that his lawyers argued his 
“personal and professional 
reputation and his econom-
ic interests may be directly 
affected”.

SLEEPLESS NIGHT IN 
BELGRADE

Djokovic, who was present 
in his lawyers’ chambers for 
the hearing, did not imme-
diately appear in public or 
make a statement after the 
ruling. The Australian Open 
starts on Jan. 17.

“It was a sleepless night 
for the family,” his brother, 
Djordje Djokovic, told Bel-
grade’s TV Prva. “Novak 
showed his perseverance and 

trust in himself. He showed 
he’s a great man.” How-
ever, Djordje Djokovic said 
the family was concerned 
at the potential his brother 
would again be detained and 
ordered to leave Australia.

Kelly said he had quashed 
the government decision to 

block Djokovic’s entry to 
Australia because the player 
was not given enough time 
to speak to tennis organisers 
and lawyers to respond fully 
after he was notified of the 
intent to cancel his visa.

Kelly noted that officials at 
Melbourne’s airport made 

the player switch off his 
phone from midnight until 
around 7.42 a.m. local time, 
when the decision to cancel 
his visa because of problems 
with his medical exemption 
was made.

Officials also reneged on an 
agreement to give Djokovic 
until 8.30 a.m. to speak to 
tournament organiser Tennis 
Australia and lawyers, the 
judge said.

Djokovic was instead 
woken up by officials at 
around 6.00 a.m. after a 
brief rest and said he felt 
pressured to respond. The 
player, a long-term vocal 
opponent of mandatory vac-
cination, told border officials 
he was unvaccinated and 
had had COVID-19 twice, 
according to a transcript of 
the interview.

MEDICAL EXEMPTION
Kelly earlier told the court 

it appeared Djokovic had 
sought and received the 
required medical exemption 
from COVID-19 vaccination 
on the basis that he had con-
tracted the virus last month. 
He had presented evidence 
of this before he travelled 
to Melbourne and when he 
landed on Wednesday eve-

ning.
“What more could this man 

have done?” Kelly said.
Kelly’s ruling did not 

directly address the issue of 
whether the exemption on 
the grounds of an infection 
in the past six months was 
valid, which the government 
had disputed.

Tennis Australia CEO 
Craig Tiley said earlier that 
his organisation had spoken 
with federal and state offi-
cials for months to ensure 
the safe passage of players. 
Tennis Australia did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

It was not immediately 
clear if the ruling would 
affect Czech player Renata 
Voracova, who was detained 
in the same detention hotel 
as Djokovic after having her 
visa revoked after issues 
with her vaccine exemption. 
Voracova left the country on 
Friday without challenging 
her status, the Czech Foreign 
Ministry said.

POLITICAL BACKLASH
Djokovic’s case had caused 

anger in Australia, where 
more than 90% of the adult 
population is double vac-
cinated and public opinion 

has been largely against the 
player.

Emotions run particularly 
high in Melbourne, which 
experienced the world’s lon-
gest cumulative lockdown.

The country’s COVID-19 
cases surpassed 1 million 
on Monday, with more than 
half of them recorded in the 
past week, driving up hospi-
talisation numbers, straining 
supply chains and overload-
ing testing facilities.

Former Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd accused cur-
rent leader Scott Morrison’s 
centre-right coalition gov-
ernment of bungling the 
situation.

“Total incompetence! If 
they seriously didn’t want 
him, why on earth did they 
give him a visa to fly here?” 
Rudd said. “This was con-
ceived as one giant distrac-
tion strategy when out in 
the real world people can’t 
get tested.” The saga kicked 
off when Djokovic posted a 
photo of himself leaning on 
his luggage on Instagram last 
Tuesday, telling the world he 
was headed to Australia to 
compete in the Open with a 
vaccination exemption.

CAPE TOWN, Jan 10 
(Agencies): Virat Kohli’s 
talismanic presence will 
be the shot in the arm that 
India would need in their 
bid to win the historic 
first-ever away Test series 
against South Africa but 
the hosts will also walk in 
with a spring in their step 
in the final Test starting here 
Tuesday.

Kohli missed the last Test 
in Johannesburg due to back 
spasms and if the training 
session at the Newlands was 
anything to go by, the skip-
per is not going to miss the 
series-finale for anything 
with the two teams locked at 
1-1. The hosts will definitely 
fancy their chances after a 
fighting performance drew 
them level in the second 
Test.

And playing his 99th Test 
on what will also be his 
daughter’s first birthday, the 
batter in Kohli would like 
to make it a special one for 
the ‘Captain’, who has been 
under tremendous pressure 
of late.

Nothing succeeds like suc-
cess and winning the first-
ever Test series in South 
Africa in three decades will 
certainly establish Kohli as 
one of the greatest to have 
led the country in the tradi-
tional format.

And to achieve that, the 
team’s batting, which hasn’t 
exactly been anything more 
than mediocre, needs to 
improve by a few notches 
and perhaps a first innings 
score in excess of 300 plus 
will set the tone.

There are players, whose 
mere presence gives any 
team an added psychologi-
cal boost, and the Indian 
skipper is one such charac-
ter.

Whether he is batting or is 
in the field, Kohli’s presence 
can always be unsettling 
for the opposition, which is 
bound to plan differently for 
him even if it means that he 
hasn’t got a hundred for two 
years.

But if one closely looks at 
Kohli’s batting in these two 
years, unlike Pujara and 
Rahane, he has looked way 
more assured till the time he 
has got out.

It has been either one good 
ball or a rank bad shot that 
has got him and not lack of 
confidence and jittery starts 
that could put the dressing 
room in panic mode.

Hanuma Vihari might feel 
hard done after two fighting 
knocks—especially the 40 
not out in the second innings 
in Johannesburg—but such 
is nature of the beast that he 
would be the sacrificial lamb 

till Team India regains its 
faith in Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Ajinkya Rahane’s abili-
ties.

Curbing cover drive
A lot of experts have sug-

gested that Kohli should 
curb his instincts of playing 
the off-drive or his favourite 
cover-drive like Sachin Ten-
dulkar did against Brett Lee 
at Sydney in 2004 when he 
didn’t play anything on the 
off-side till he reached his 
double hundred.

But Kohli has his own 
methods and the madness 
associated with it. If Sun-
day’s practice is anything 
to go by, he would still hit 
the cover drive if he gets one 
pitched on the length for the 
shot.

However, it will also be 
about the deliveries that he 
or some of the others would 
choose for particular kind 
of shots.

A case in point is Rishabh 
Pant, whose walking down 
the track against express 
pace in recent months, has 
had a lot of “intent” but not 
much of “content”.

On a Newlands track, 
which will be juicy with 
variable bounce, India 
will need to bat way better 
against Kagiso Rabada, 
Duanne Olivier, Lungi 
Ngidi and Marco Jansen, all 

of who bring different skills 
to the table.

India have never won a 
Test in Cape Town and for 
a change in script, the three 
middle-order veterans need 
to do way more than what 
they did at the Wanderers.

However, Newlands has 
seen some epic battles, none 
better than the one in 2010-
11 series when Tendulkar 
and Dale Steyn were locked 
in one of the most exhilarat-
ing hour that Test cricket 

would have ever witnessed.
There is a certain beauty 

attached with survival and 
at the beautiful Newlands, 
Steyn used his every ounce 
to test a master batter’s rep-
ertoire of skills.

Pujara and Rahane need to 
do more

Pujara and Rahane, with 
their respective half-centu-
ries, did get a life-line but 
that will certainly not be 
enough to save their careers 
unless they do something 

very big and significant.
If getting fifties was a posi-

tive sign, not converting 
good starts into big hun-
dreds definitely was disap-
pointing.

Similarly, KL Rahul and 
Mayank Agarwal would 
also like to give the team a 
good start against the fiery 
South African line-up.

Ishant looks set for 
comeback, Bumrah seeks 
improvement

Ishant Sharma, like Pujara 
and Rahane, is at the busi-
ness end of his chequered 
international career and 
Mohammed Siraj’s ham-
string injury is sure to give 
him some breathing space 
after the indifferent last six 
months during which he 
lost form, had niggles and 
didn’t good enough to be in 
the mix for long.

Yet, the nature of South 
African tracks and his over 
6 feet frame, with ability to 
bowl maiden after maiden, 
makes him a better choice 
than Umesh Yadav, who is 
a similar bullish workhorse.

But it will be Jasprit 
Bumrah, who would like 
to improve his strike-rate 
which has gone down since 
he has come back from his 
back injury.

Dean Elgar, Rassie van der 
Dussen and Temba Bavuma 

were not perturbed by his 
mindless short-pitched 
bowling and the Indian 
slinger would like to do 
what he  does best, bowl 
fast and full with deliveries 
deviating on both sides of 
the track.

That would go a long way 
in ensuring that they have 
a great party on Table Top 
after January 15.

Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (cap-

tain), KL Rahul (vc), Mayank 
Agarwal, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Shreyas Iyer, Rishabh 
Pant (wk), Ravichandran 
Ashwin, Shardul Thakur, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Moham-
med Shami, Mohammed 
Siraj, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Wriddhiman Saha (wk), 
Jayant Yadav, Priyank Pan-
chal, Umesh Yadav, Hanuma 
Vihari, Ishant Sharma.

South Africa: Dean Elgar 
(captain), Temba Bavuma 
(vice-captain), Kagiso 
Rabada, Sarel Erwee, Beuran 
Hendricks, George Linde, 
Keshav Maharaj, Lungi 
Ngidi, Aiden Markram, 
Wiaan Mulder, Keegan 
Petersen, Rassie van der 
Dussen, Kyle Verreynne, 
Marco Jansen, Glenton Stu-
urman, Prenelan Subrayen, 
Sisanda Magala, Ryan Rick-
elton, Duanne Olivier.

Match starts at 1:30 pm. 

Cape of ‘Good Hope’: All eyes on batter Kohli helping ‘skipper’ 
to win historic Test series

NEW DELHI, Jan 10 (Agencies): 
Star Indian shuttlers P V Sindhu and 
Kidambi Srikanth will look to carry 
the momentum from last season and 
make winning starts to the new year 
when they begin their campaign at the 
India Open, which returns after being 
cancelled twice due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

A lot of ranking points will be up for 
grabs at the USD 4,00,000 Super 500 
tournament which is being held in the 
looming shadows of a raging third 
wave of the pandemic in the country 
with cases rising at a rapid speed, 
fuelled by the new Omicorn variant.

Top shuttler B Sai Praneeth and dou-
bles player Dhruv Rawat have already 
pulled out after testing positive in the 
pre-departure testing. A few other 
Indians are awaiting results of their 
RT-PCR tests after turning positive the 
first time and might also miss out in 
case of positive result again.

The actual picture regarding the list 
of players competing will only emerge 
after the manager’s meeting later in 
the day.

The spectre of COVID, however, 
hasn’t stopped the top Indian and for-
eign players to descend to the national 
capital.

Besides Sindhu and Srikanth, many 
top players such as newly-crowned 

world champion Loh Kean Yew, three-
time world champion Indonesian duo 
of Mohammad Ahsan and Hendra 
Setiawan, top Malaysians Ong Yew Sin 
and Teo Ee Yi will also be in action at 
the event which will take place behind 
closed doors at the Indira Gandhi sta-
dium here.

Among Indians, all eyes will be on 
two-time Olympic medallist Sindhu 
and world championships silver and 
bronze medallists Srikanth and Lak-
shya Sen, respectively, to deliver the 
goods at the country’s flagship event.

Sindhu embarked on a consistent run 

last season as she claimed a second 
Olympic medal and also secured a 
silver at World Tour Final besides 
making the final at the Swiss Open 
and few semifinals finishes but a title 
eluded her.

The 26-year-old from Hyderabad, 
whose last title was the 2019 world 
championships, will be itching to 
regain the India Open title which she 
had first captured five years back in 
2017.

Sindhu will begin her campaign 
against compatriot Sri Krishna Priya 
Kudaravalli, while Russian fifth seed 
Evgeniya Kosetskaya could be her 
opponent in the last-8 stage.

Two-time champion Saina Nehwal, 
Thailand’s Busanan Ongbamrungphan 
and Singapore’s up and coming Jia Min 
Yeo are the other top shuttlers in wom-
en’s singles.

The London Olympics bronze med-
allist and fourth seed Nehwal, who 
endured a tough year plagued with 
multiple injuries, is likely to square off 
against seventh seed Iris Wang of USA 
in the quarter?finals and second seed 
Ongbamrungphan in the semifinals.

In men’s singles, Srikanth will begin 
his campaign against compatriot Siril 
Verma and might clash with Singa-
pore’s Loh Kean Yew in the semifinals 
in a rematch of their world champi-

onships final after being drawn in the 
same half.

The in-form Sen will start his cam-
paign against Adham Elgamal of Egypt 
and could face compatriot and world 
championships quarter-finalist HS 
Prannoy in the quarterfinals.

Prannoy, who is making a come-
back after battling post COVID after-
effects, is set to kickstart his challenge 
against Spaniard Pablo Abian. Sixth 
seed Sameer Verma, who had suffered 
a calf muscle injury in Denmark, will 
also look to go deep into the draw after 
starting his campaign against his elder 
brother Sourabh.

The tournament has lost some sheen 
with the withdrawals of players from 
France, Russia and Canada and Eng-
land, who pulled out after doubles spe-
cialist Sean Vendy and coach Nathan 
Robertson tested positive before 
departing for Delhi on Friday.

As part of its COVID-19 protocols, the 
Badminton Association of India (BAI) 
has made it mandatory for all the play-
ers as well as tournament, match offi-
cials, BWF and BAI officials, support 
staff, vendors and others involved to go 
through a mandatory COVID testing 
each day outside the stadium before 
being allowed entry inside the venue. 

Badminton in times of Covid: Star shuttlers Sindhu, 
Srikanth eye glory at India Open

DUBAI, Jan 10 (Agen-
cies): India-born New 
Zealand cricketer 
Ajaz Patel on Monday 
won the ICC Player of 
the Month award for 
December following his 
stupendous 10-wicket 
haul against Virat Kohli 
and Co. in the second 
Test in Mumbai.

The left-arm spinner 
was nominated for the 
award alongside India 
opener Mayank Agarw-
al and Australian pacer 
Mitchell Starc but beat 
them to it on the back of 
his incredibly rare feat.

Ajaz picked up 14 
wickets in the Mumbai 
Test match in early 
December against India, 
including all 10 in the 
first innings, to become 
only the third player in 
Test history, after Jim 
Laker and Anil Kumble, 
to achieve the remark-
able milestone.

The Mumbai-born 
Ajaz made a fairy tale 
comeback to his city of 
birth in his first-ever 
tour of India with the 
Test team.

Ajaz ended the first 
day of the Test with all 
four Indian wickets to 
fall under his name and 
made an impact on the 
first session the follow-
ing day with wickets off 
back-to-back deliveries.

While he was denied a 
hat-trick, Ajaz went on 
to take all 10 wickets in 
the innings, prompting 
applause from even the 
opposition camp.

“Personally I think one 
of the greatest cricket-
ing days in my life. And 
it will probably always 
be,” Ajaz had said at the 
conclusion of the Test 
match.

JP Duminy, a Member 
of ICC Voting Academy 
for December, hailed 
the achievement.

“What a historic 
achievement! Taking 10 
wickets in an innings is 
a feat that needs to be 
celebrated. There’s no 
doubt that Ajaz’s per-
formance is a milestone 
that will be remembered 
for years to come,” the 
South African cricketer 
said. 

New Zealand spinner Ajaz 
Patel wins ICC Player of the 

Month Award
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Centre to help States, UTs in latest 
technological interventions: 

Dr Jitendra
He said, Ministry will soon write to all Chief 

Secretaries along with a proforma for specific 
proposals or requirements by the State Gov-
ernments and to designate a Nodal Officer 
for smooth coordination.

The Minister said, he is planning a National 
Science Conclave after completion of round-
table meetings with States involving Science 
Ministries and Departments from the Centre 
and all States and UTs to deliberate upon 
pressing problems facing India and effective 
Solutions for the same.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, the move comes in 
the wake of success of such an experiment 
with Central Line Ministries and Depart-
ments, wherein 168 proposals/requirements 
were received from 33 Ministries for provid-
ing Technological Support & Solutions by all 
the six S&T departments including Space and 
Atomic energy. He said, concerned Science 
Ministries and Departments have started 
working on different scientific applications 
for sectors like agriculture, dairy, food, edu-
cation, skill, railways, roads, Jal Shakti, power 
and coal.

With the help of Capacity Building Com-
mission, Dr Jitendra Singh said, a template 
is also being prepared to take up theme wise 
deliberations between Centre and States/
UTs depending on specific needs , from place 
to place.

It may be recalled that this unique initia-

tive was launched by Dr Jitendra Singh in 
September last year, wherein representatives 
from all the Science Ministries including Sci-
ence & Technology, Earth Sciences, Atomic 
Energy, Space/ISRO, CSIR, and Biotechnol-
ogy separately engaged in extensive brain 
storming with each of the different Ministries 
in Government of India to work out which 
scientific applications could be utilized in 
which sector. The Minister had stressed the 
need for integrated theme based projects 
instead of a particular Ministry based or a 
particular Department based projects.

Pertinent to mention, six years ago, on the 
intervention of Prime Minister Modi, an 
extensive brainstorming exercise was held 
in Delhi where representatives from different 
ministries and departments engaged in an 
intense interaction with scientists from ISRO 
and the Department of Space to work out as 
to how best the Space technology could be 
utilised as a modern tool for supplementing, 
improving and expediting infrastructural 
development as well as implementation of 
various welfare schemes.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that the solution 
approach of CSIR, must see extensive par-
ticipation from the industry, and we must 
find ways to leverage existing capabilities 
of the incubators of DBT, DST, NITI Aayog 
and other departments, start-ups, and sci-
ence management agencies of BIRAC, AIM, 
NRDC and others. He added that unless we 
bring all players together and identify point 
personnel and point agencies, we won’t be 
able to deliver comprehensive solutions to 
India’s S&T problems.

Open Admission by BJP agent to 
liquidate me an eye opener for 

public: Harsh Dev
the entire media, the delinquent Sanjay 

Gandotra is proudly claiming to have kid-
napped Harsh Dev and his wife by cleverly 
asking his PSO to disembark from the vehi-
cle. He is further heard confessing to have 
assaulted Harsh Dev left and right alongwith 
his wife and one accomplice named Vishal 
Gupta alias Bunny. He is further heard hurl-
ing filthy abuses and choicest invectives upon 
the mother and sisters of Harsh Dev. He is 
further heard crossing all limits of indecency 
and obscenity while referring to Manju Singh, 
the wife of Harsh Dev. The words used by 
Sanjay Gandotra against Harsh Dev and 
his wife would shake the conscience of civil 
society and of the judiciary which too has 
been misled and taken for a ride by the said 
delinquent. 

All through the audio statement, Gandotra 
has used highly vituperative, calumnious, 
offensive and extremely derogatory language 
against Harsh Dev, his deceased mother, sis-
ters and wife. 

He has further threatened to attack Harsh 
Dev in future as and when he gets chance. 
He confesses in the audio that his ultimate 
aim is to ensure that Harsh Dev is prevented 
from participating in elections. What further 
proof of this politically motivated conspiracy 
against Harsh Dev is required”?, questioned 
the NPP leaders.

Harsh Dev disclosed that he has been 

receiving several threats of physical elimina-
tion from BJP goons with open announce-
ments made by the saffron leaders in public 
meeting to kill him. He had several video 
clippings and audio clippings of many of 
these BJP leaders which would be brought 
before media one by one. 

He further disclosed that during his abduc-
tion by Sanjay Gandotra and his wife, the 
latter were constantly in touch with ex BJP 
MLA RS Pathania and some other BJP lead-
ers, taking instructions from them on tele-
phone. 

He regretted that his requests to the Police 
to trace the call details of delinquents includ-
ing Gandotra, his wife Shalini and Vishal 
Gupta on the date of the said episode have 
all fallen on deaf ears in view of the co-con-
spirators belonging to the ruling party and 
wielding influence in power corridors and 
elsewhere.

Jammu-Srinagar National High-
way reopens for Traffic after three 

days closure
fresh landslides which were swiftly cleared 

by road clearance agencies, paving way for 
resumption of traffic, the officials said.

They said the movement of traffic at land-
slide-hit areas is very slow as the road is 
narrow and only worthy of one-way traffic. 
The clearance operation is on and is likely to 
be completed within the next few hours, the 
officials said.

Weather to generally remain 
dry till Jan 16 in J&K, Ladakh

had minus 8.8, Leh minus 7.3 and Kargil 
minus 7.0 as the minimum. Jammu city had 
9.7, Katra 7.6, Batote minus 0.8, Banihal minus 
1.8 and Bhaderwah minus 0.1 as the night’s 
lowest temperature.

No lockdown if Covid protocol 
followed: J&K admin

Governor, Farooq Ahmad Khan, told the 
media. “Don’t trust TV channels who say 
Omicron has less fatality rate,” he said and 
added “Government is not about taking stern 
measures to force people to adhere to the 
Covid appropriate behaviour”.

He said people have not been following the 
SOPs properly.

“We are worried about the safety of the 
people,” he said and urged them to wear 
proper masks, maintain social distance in 
mosques to protect themselves and others 
from getting infected with the Omicron or 
Covid-19.

He said the government is prepared to 
tackle any situation, but the urgent need is 
for people to take take adequate measures 
and follow SOPs and Covid Appropriate 
Behaviour.

He said main hospitals including Chest 
Disease, SMHS, and JVC have been cleared 
in view of surge in Covid cases in Kashmir 
Valley. Adequate beds and oxygen plants 
have been put in place.
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Top News Report
JAMMU / MUMBAI, Jan 10: Ambrane 

India, one of the largest Make in India, 
mobile Accessories brands, hired 
Actress Nidhi Agerwal as its Brand 
Influencer. Ambrane has launched on 
a path to extend its digital presence fur-
ther and generate compelling content 
for its audience, based on the concept 
that digital platforms are the greatest 
method to engage with customers now 
and in the future. 

Ambrane remains the first Indian 
mobile accessories brand with a 
robust online presence. The brand is 
constantly seeking new and unique 
ways to connect consumers Online & 
have a stronger connection with the 
new-age audience. Nidhi, who rose to 
prominence via her massive stays, is 
now a household name. Her passion 
for the work has resonated with mil-
lions across the country, and her huge 
popularity reflects Ambrane’s growth 
trajectory and positioning in the minds 
of the customers. The association is 
very much in line with Ambrane’s new 
brand identity and is an excellent match 
for the company’s goal of creating high 
decibel visibility and connecting with 
its consumers in the digital space.

“This is a first-of-its-kind collabo-
ration by Ambrane for the digital 

content for our customers. With her 
incredible following and affability on 
social media, Nidhi is the perfect face 
for Ambrane’s digital marketing ini-
tiatives,” says Ashok Rajpal, CEO & 
Founder, Ambrane India. “We believe 
Nidhi encapsulates all the qualities that 
our brand stands for and will enable 
our customers to have a better con-
nect with our products. Engaging with 
her youthful social media fan base is 
an attempt to broaden our young con-
sumer base”, he further added.

Speaking on the association, Nidhi 
Agerwal said, “I am proud to partner 
with an Indian Tech brand – Ambrane. 
I am excited to build some powerful 
content and build the strong #Ambra-
neAlly. With the engaging content, 
we aim to trickle the brand message 
#ThereforeAmbrane that has dared to 
break the stereotypes and aspire many 
others”.  

Among the wide product portfolio 
of Ambrane, Nidhi shall be endors-
ing Ambrane Power Banks and Audio 
products. Being one of the proficient 
Make in India brands, the actress’s 
partnership strengthens the brand’s 
narrative. Perpetuating Ambrane’s 
tech-savvy ethos, Nidhi shall be seen 
in a series of campaigns and ads across 
digital platforms and other mediums. 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: To com-

memorate Vishav Hindi Diwas, 
Natrang showcased virtual per-
formance of Hindi play ‘Aadhi 
Raat Ke Baad’ written by one of 
the most revered playwrights 
of the country, Dr. Shankar 
Shesh. The same was featured 
on the social media platforms of 
Natrang Jammu. The play was 
ably directed by Mohd. Yaseen 
who is a National fellowship 
and Scholarship holder from 
Ministry of Culture, Govt. of 
India. 

The play Aadhi Raat Ke Baad 
is a captivating play where 
a thief attempts a theft at the 
house of a judge and dramati-
cally solves a murder mystery 
of a journalist as he is the eye 
witness to it. The play begins 

with a thief entering into judge’s 
house. The thief is on the run, as 
a rich builder whom he wants to 
expose is after his life. Surpris-
ingly the thief wants the judge 
to hand him over to the police, 
as he would feel safer in a prison 

than he does when he is free. 
In a very interesting manner, 

a law breaker and law maker 
remain engaged in series of 
dialogues about several issues 
which appear to be random 
but had an obvious relevance. 

During their discussion, the 
thief narrates the murder of a 
journalist and discloses that it 
was not a road accident, but the 
murder. 

The play ‘Aadhi Raat Ke Baad’ 
is a collage of reality and choic-
es. The play was well presented 
and the audience also loved the 
play. Shankar Shesh’s wonder-
ful writing style made the dia-
logues stronger, beautiful and 
immensely meaningful.

Brijesh Avtar Sharma as ‘Judge’ 
and Sushant Singh Charak as 
‘Thief’ played their respective 
characters very impressively 
and complemented each other 
in contrasting roles. Abhinav 
Sharma as ‘Neighbour’ was also 
praiseworthy as he could mark 
his presence despite having just 
a few lines to speak.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Jammu Girl, 

Mishika Mittal, a student of 
Class 11th of KC Public School 
(KCPS), has brought laurels 
by winning an internationally 
acclaimed ‘King Constantine 
Medal’ for her outstanding 
and kind acts of service during 
Covid-19.

She received the award in a 
virtual function organised by 
the school after receiving the 
award via courier from Round 
Square’s Headquarter at Wind-
sor, UK, due to covid restric-
tions.

She has always taken active 
participation in community 
service.

During 2020, with the rising 
Covid 19 global pandemic, not 
everyone could afford masks 
and sanitizers. Mishika along 
with the school Service team 
took the initiative to make more 
than 400 masks and presented 
them to SSP Sandeep Mehta 
(Operations/Cyber Crime 
Jammu) to distribute among the 
poor. Several in-school online 
workshops were conducted 
to make homemade sanitizers 
which were then donated to the 
domestic helpers.

She is also a part of communi-
ty kitchen. For the past 6 years, 
with the assistance of her family 
members, she has organized 
various ‘langars’ for the daily 
wage workers on a monthly 
basis through which they are 
able to feed 800-900 people per 
month.

“Mishika has always been 
a bright student, not only in 
academics but in her kind acts 
and ideas of doing something 
for the society. We are proud 
of her and wish her a brightest 
future,” said Mrs. Sonia Thakur, 
the Round Square Representa-
tive of KC Public School.

In 2021, Mishika Mittal start-
ed a campaign: ‘Support for 
Tomorrow’ with the aim to 
mobilize many students to come 
forward to help children in need 
by spending quality time with 
them and make them feel spe-
cial. On the occasion of Raksha-
bandhan she took the first step 
to take this campaign forward 
by utilizing Rakhi money to 
bring sweets, stationary kits 
and Rakhis to the girls at Nari 
Niketan Aasharam, RS Pura, 
Jammu.

“I am honored to receive such 
a prestigious award. I always 
love doing something for the 
society and will keep doing that 
in future,” said Mishika Mittal, 
The awardee of King Constan-
tine Medal.

“I am thankful to Round 
Square, UK for this honour 
and especially to my mentors, 
Teachers and parents for sup-
porting me for my work,” she 
added.

There are many other activi-
ties done by this Jammu Girl 
like ‘Maitri’, a fundraising mar-
athon to raise enough funds 
to purchase winter essentials 
for underprivileged living in a 
shelter home in Jammu. She also 
took initiative to mobilize stu-
dents to come forward to help 
the needy by giving rations and 
other essential items from their 
pocket money.

Mishika also initiated the idea 
of organizing langar for school 
support staff. 55 Kceans joined 
hands in contributing their 
share from their pocket money 
for the cause. With the funds 
thus collected, Langar meal was 
prepared in the school mess.

Natrang showcases virtual performance of Hindi 
play ‘Aadhi Raat Ke Baad’

Ambrane India brings Nidhi Agerwal 
on board as its brand influencer

Mishika Mittal of KCPS bags ‘King Constantine 
Medal’ by Round Square, UK

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Senior 

BJP leader and former 
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Kavinder Gupta on 
Monday slammed PDP 
leadership for organiz-
ing a rally on the death 
anniversary of party 
founder late Mufti 
Mohammed Sayeed 
claiming that the move 
was not only illegal 
but also unsafe as far 
as public health is con-
cerned because COVID-
19 is surging.

The BJP stalwart was 
addressing a meeting 
here at Party Headquar-
ters in Trikuta Nagar.

Giving a befitting 
rejoinder to PDP chief 
Mehbooba Mufti, who 
has alleged that J&K 
administration is biased 
towards her party, 
Kavinder said that law 
is equal for all and there 
is no question of bias or 

prejudice because clear 
cut instructions have 
been given by the local 
administrations over 
holding any such rallies 
which are precarious to 
public health on account 
of COVID-19 pandemic 
and the advent of new 
variant Omicron.

Kavinder said that 
the officials on duty 
have worked as per 
the law and those PDP 
leaders who have been 
booked for organizing 
a rally have committed 
a wrong which no one 
including the former 
chief minister Mehboo-
ba Mufti can deny. He 
said that the hue and 
cry which PDP chief 
is making is just to get 
political mileage out of 
the whole gamut but 
the people in the Valley 
and elsewhere in the UT 
are well aware of these 
mechanizations of PDP 
and its leadership and 

thus the statements 
given by Mehbooba are 
not going to impress 
anyone.

Meanwhile, Kavinder 
has asked the people 
of the Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kash-
mir to maintain COVID 
Appropriate Behaviour 
at all times and not 
indulge in any kind of 
immature acts which 
can deteriorate the pan-
demic situation in the 
UT. He said that pre-
cautions can only save 
J&K from the pandemic 
as already things have 
gone beyond the con-
trol and fresh cases are 
breaking records on a 
daily basis.

Others who were 
present in the meeting 
include Yudhvir Sethi, 
Manish Sharma, Rash-
pal Verma, Tilak Raj 
Gupta, Kulbhushan 
Mohtra and Parneesh 
Mahajan.

Law equal for all, PDP not above law; holding 
rallies height of absurdity: Kavinder

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: General Secretary, 

All Jammu and Kashmir Panchayat 
Conference (AJKPC) and Sarpanch 
Panchayat Gandli in RS Pura, Gur-
deep Singh Saini has wholeheart-
edly welcomed the announcement 
made by the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on the occasion of Birth 
Anniversary of 10th Sikh Guru Shri 
Guru Gobind Singh Jee to observe 
‘Veer Baal Diwas’ on December 26 
from this year.

In a statement issued to media 
here today, Gurdeep Singh Saini 
said that the Prime Minister has 

paid a befitting tribute to the sons 
of Shri Guru Gobind Singh Jee by 
making the aforesaid announce-
ment. He said that the PM has right-

ly recognized the sacrifice of the 
brave and righteous sons of Guru 
Gobind Singh. He said that while 
it was darkest day of the history as 
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh Ji and 
Sahibzada Fateh Singh Ji who were 
sealed alive in a wall on this day, at 
the same time it is a matter of pride 
not only for the Sikh community but 
for all the Indians that both the sons 
with highest level of courage and 
determination attained martyrdom 
preferring death instead of devi-
ating from the noble principles of 
Dharma. Therefore the move by the 
PM is a real tribute to the quest of 

Guru Gobind Singh and his entire 
family for justice and uprightness 
they stood up for the people of the 
country irrespective of their colour, 
caste and creed, he asserted.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
the auspicious occasion of Prakash 
Purab earlier today tweeted, 
“Today, on the auspicious occasion 
of the Parkash Purab of Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji, I am honoured to 
share that starting this year, 26th 
December shall be marked as ‘Veer 
Baal Diwas.’ This is a fitting tribute 
to the courage of the Sahibzadas and 
their quest for justice.

Announcing Dec 26 as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’, PM’s befitting 
tribute to Guru Gobind Singh Jee: Gurdeep
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10: Bharat 
Biotech, a global leader 
in vaccine innovation 
and developer of vac-
cines for infectious dis-
eases, today announced 
the results from the 
highly anticipated trial 
studying the immuno-
genicity and safety of 
the COVAXIN (BBV152) 
a whole-variant inacti-
vated COVID-19 vac-
cine as a booster dose. 

This analysis re-
emphasizes Bharat Bio-
tech’s continued efforts 
to stay ahead of COVID-
19,  and this update pro-
vides a comprehensive 
vaccine booster strat-
egy. COVAXIN is the 
first vaccine (in India) 
to report safety and 
immunogenicity results 
from a booster clinical 
trial. 

The analysis showed, 
six months after a two-
dose BBV152 vaccina-
tion series cell-medi-
ated immunity and 
neutralizing antibodies 
to both homologous 
(D614G) and heterolo-
gous strains (Alpha, 
Beta, Delta, and Delta 

plus) persisted above 
baseline, although 
the magnitude of the 
responses had declined. 
Furthermore, Neutralis-
ing antibodies against 
homologous and het-
erologous SARS-CoV-2 
variants increased 19 
to 265 fold after a third 
vaccination. 

Booster BBV152 vacci-
nation is safe and may 
be necessary to ensure 
persistent immunity to 
prevent breakthrough 
infections.  

Dr. Krishna Ella, 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Bharat 
Biotech, said, “These 
trial results provide 
a strong foundation 
towards our goal to 
provide COVAXIN as a 
booster dose. Our goal 
of developing a global 
vaccine against COVID-
19 has been achieved. 
COVAXIN is now indi-
cated for adults, chil-
dren, 2 dose primary 
and booster doses. 
This enables the use of 
COVAXIN as a univer-
sal vaccine.” 

We found the vac-
cine induces both 
memory B and T cells 

with a distinct  CD4  
and CD8 phenotype. 
Further, reactogenicity 
after vaccine and pla-
cebo was minimal and 
comparable, and no 
serious adverse events 
were reported. While 
protection against the 
severe disease remains 
high across the full 6 
months, a decline in 
efficacy against symp-
tomatic disease over 
time and the continued 
emergence of variants 
are expected. Based on 
emerging data, Bharat 
Biotech believes that a 
third dose may be ben-
eficial to maintain the 
highest levels of protec-
tion. COVAXIN is for-
mulated uniquely such 
that the same dosage 
can be administered 
to adults and children 
alike. COVAXIN is 
ready-to-use a  liquid 
vaccine, stored at 2- 8°C, 
with 12 months shelf 
life and a multi-dose 
vial policy. The same 
vaccine can also be used 
for 2 doses primary 
immunization and for 
booster dose vaccina-
tions, making it truly a 
universal vaccine.

COVAXIN (BBV152) booster dose 
study shows promising resultsTop News Report

KATHUA, Jan 10: 
Akhil Bharatiya Guru-
kul and Gaushala 
Research Foundation 
(ABGGRF) is a non-
political platform com-
mitted to protect peo-
ple’s undaunted faith 
towards Gaumata.

This was stated by 
Incharge ABGGRF 
J&K State Advocate PS 
Chandel while address-
ing a youth conference 
held here at 100 years 
old Nag Mandir in 
Dinga Amb Tehsil.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that on the direc-
tions of National Presi-
dent of Akhil Bharatiya 
Gurukul and Gaushala 
Research Foundation 
(ABGGRF), revered 
Guru Gautam Rishi, the 
expansion of the orga-
nization is underway in 
Jammu Pradesh and in 
this context the afore-
said conference was 
held  in District Kathua.

SHO Hiranagar Jaspal 

Sharma and Sarpanch 
Kumar Mandalam were 
the special guests in the 
youth conference while 
the event was presid-
ed over by Advocate 
PS Chandel, National 
Youth Secretary and 
Sanjoyak J&K Sunil 
Sharma, State President 
Rattan Kapoor, State 
Vice President Ravi 
Abrol and Kathua Dis-
trict President Ravinder 
Singh.

Ea rl ier,  A k sh ay 
Sharma was declared 

as Youth Wing Presi-
dent Tehsil Dinga Amb 
while Parveen Singh, 
Deshmesh Sharma, 
Harish Jasrotia, Sunil 
Sharma, Rahul Sharma, 
Arun Dagodia, Ajay 
Kumar, Pawan, Sudesh 
Kumar, Ashish Kumar, 
Ajay Sharma, Bhan-
udev, Akash Sharma, 
Ganesh Sharma, Ravi 
Sharma, Inderjit Singh, 
Sahil Rajput and Pankaj 
Sharma were appointed 
as executive members of 
the Tehsil body.

Advocate Chandel 
said that bovine smug-
gling is on the rise in 
the UT of J&K, which 
is not at all acceptable. 
He said that ABGGRF is 
committed to safeguard 
the Gaumata and the 
undaunted faith of the 
people of the country 
in this regard. He reit-
erated the demand of 
declaring Cow as the 
‘nation’s mother’ and 
asked government to 
carry out unrelenting 
efforts to stop smug-

gling of bovines and 
give exemplary punish-
ment under law to those 
who are indulging in 
this heinous crime.  
He also demanded an 
exclusive ministry for 
cows so that Gaumata 
could be protected at all 
levels.

He however expressed 
gratitude to the J&K 
Police for doing com-
mendable work in 
apprehending cow 
smugglers and booking 
them under relevant 
sections of law.

State Vice President 
Sham Lal, Jammu Dis-
trict President Rajesh 
Sharma, Kathua Dis-
trict General Secretary 
Naresh Kumar, Kathua 
District Vice Presi-
dent Anil Chaudhary, 
Incharge Police Post 
Dinga Aam, Jagdev, 
Sandeep Kumar, Lam-
bardar Sagar Singh, 
Pandit Mohan and 
executive members of 
Foundation’s Kathua 
body were also present.

ABGGRF committed to cow protection: Advocate Chandel

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10: Ebix-
Cash Private Limited, 
a subsidiary of Ebix, 
Inc. (NASDAQ: EBIX), 
a leading interna-
tional supplier of On-
Demand software and 
E-commerce services 
to the insurance, finan-
cial, healthcare, and 
e-learning industries, 
today announced the 
appointment of Uma 
Shankar, as a new inde-
pendent director to the 
EbixCash Board. 

Uma is a career 
banker, having retired 
as Executive Director at 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), after serving RBI 
for 37 years. Uma is well 
versed in financial reg-
ulation, cyber security, 
and data analytics. 

She has served as the 

Co-Chair of the com-
mittees relating to 
Financial Regulation 
and as a member of 
the Audit and Supervi-
sion groups of several 
International financial 
bodies. 

On the national front, 
she was the Chairper-
son of the Standing 
Committees on Cyber 
security and Data ana-
lytics. She was also the 
head of the interde-
partmental group to 
explore the feasibility of 
introducing the Central 
Bank’s digital currency. 

Uma is presently an 
Independent Director 
on the Boards of Kar-
nataka Bank as well as 
IDBI Capital Markets 
and Securities Ltd. Uma 
brings a vast repertoire 
of experience across 
banking supervision, 

currency management, 
urban bank regulation, 
cyber security, and 
administration, etc., in 
addition to more than 
two decades of board-
level experience in 
Government and Quasi-
Government organiza-
tions. 

During her 37-year 
employment with RBI, 
Uma was nominated as 
an RBI Board represen-
tative on a number of 
reputed financial insti-
tutions - Canara Bank, 
Corporation Bank, UCO 
Bank, Bharatiya Reserve 
Bank Note Mudran 
Pvt. Ltd. (BRBNMPL), 
Security Printing and 
Minting Corporation of 
India Ltd.(SPMCIL) and 
ECGC Ltd. 

Uma Shankar said, 
“EbixCash has emerged 
as a strong player in the 

financial sector both on 
the B2C and B2B side – 
be it payment solutions, 
pre-paid cards, remit-
tance, foreign exchange, 
bill payments, AEPS, 
etc. on the B2C side and 
then technology-based 
services like lending, 
wealth & asset man-
agement, insurance, etc. 
for banks and financial 
institutions. Having 
spent my entire career 
in the financial indus-
try, I am well versed 
with the banking and 
BFSI industry, besides 
having a deep under-
standing of its vari-
ous associated aspects 
like technology trends, 
cyber security, currency 
management, regula-
tions, and administra-
tion. 

I am delighted to join 
the board of EbixCash 

and to be able to humbly 
contribute to the Ebix-
Cash efforts to bring 
increased digitization 
to the financial industry 
worldwide.” 

Robin Raina, Chair-
man of the Board, Ebix-
Cash said, “Uma brings 
a deep blend of regula-
tory, administration, 
technology, strategic, 
and corporate gover-
nance experience across 
the banking and finan-
cial sector to the Board. 
She is seen as a leading 
luminary in the field 
of financial regulation, 
cyber security, data 
analytics, and digital 
currency globally – all 
fields relevant to Ebix-
Cash as we embark on 
our global journey. We 
are excited to have her 
on the EbixCash Board.” 

EbixCash announces appointment of Uma 
Shankar to its Board of Directors

Top News Report

DODA, Jan 10: Jammu Kashmir 
National Conference District President 
Doda Zuffar Ulla Rather has appealed 
to the UT Govt to provide better facili-
ties in snow bound areas of Doda dis-
tricts, where many areas have cut off 
due to continue heavy snowfall.

The administration has failed in its 

prompt response for the redressal of 
issues which have increased due to 
heavy snowfall and disconnection of 
electricity supply, road connectivity, 
water supply, Medicine, in many far 
flung areas including Behota, Marmat, 
Gundna ,Bharat Bagla, Kotie Thron, 
Manoo, Hadal, Kota, Gundana, Mohal-
la of the Doda district. 

As a result of heavy snowfall the 
power and drinking water supply has 
been badly hit while road connectivity 
in most parts of the district remains 
disrupted Rather said adding that 
problems of the people have increased.

The NC leader further said that erratic 
power supply , has plunged the remote 
villages of Doda district  into darkness 
and the authorities concerned should 
redress all these issues immediately.

Heavy snowfall affects road 
connectivity, power, water supply 
in far flung areas of doda district

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Jan 10: 
National Old Pension 
Restoration United 
Front (NOPRUF) has 
appointed Mansoor 
Ahmed  Khan as its 
UT Vice President for 
Jammu and Kashmir .

He is appointed by 
National President B 
P Singh Rawat on the 
recommendations of 
UT President Gulzabir 
Daing of JK  NOPRUF. 

B P Singh Rawat said 
Mansoor Ahmed  Khan 
President 10+2 Lecturer 

Association has joined 
hands with NOPRUF 
for the restoration of the 
Old Pension Scheme in 
J&K .

Mansoor and his team 
assured the NOPRUF 
unit that they will 
work with full dedica-
tion and will come up 
to the expectations of 
NPS employees of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
UT.

Meanwhile National 
Vice President Female 
Wing Mrignayani 
Slathia, UT President 
JK NOPRUF Gulzabir 

Daing and UT General 
Secretary JK NOPRUF 
Rajesh Kumar Sharma  
have appealed all the 
NPS employees of 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
support the cause and 
join hands with them in 
order to strengthen the 
voice for restoration of 
Old Pension Scheme for 
employees.

Further he congratu-
late the newly appoint-
ed portfolio holder and 
hoped that he would 
work diligently for the 
restoration of old  pen-
sion.

NOPRUF appointed Mansoor as 
UT Vice President Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10: IDP, 
a global leader in inter-
national education ser-
vices, celebrates a proud 
moment by launching 
23 new offices today 
simultaneously across 
India. 

The new offices are 
set up in Gandhinagar, 
Anand, Raipur, Shimla, 
Kurukshetra, Jammu, 
Trichy, Thrissur, Patna, 
Guwahati, Calicut, 
Agra, Jodhpur, Kanpur, 
Varanasi, Prayagraj, 
Meerut, Hubli, Waran-
gal, Tirupati, Kakinada, 
Goa, and Nashik. 

With this develop-
ment, IDP will now 
have 67 offices spanning 
across 60 cities in India.

Apart from this, IDP 
India also has 24 virtual 
offices through which 
students from any part 
of the country can con-

nect with IDP experts.
With agg ressive 

expansion plans in 
place, IDP is committed 
to fulfilling the study 
abroad dreams of every 
student in India. And 
to realise their ambi-
tion, IDP has taken the 
first step by extending 
its expertise to students 
residing in tier-2 and 
tier-3 cities that are a 
mix of state capitals 
and upcoming educa-
tion hubs in the country.

Students will now 
have access to world-
class counselling ser-
vices both via virtual 
and in-person mode 
through these new 
offices to study in pres-
tigious universities 
and institutions across 
Australia, USA, UK, 
Canada, New Zealand, 
and Ireland. 

From course and uni-
versity selection, appli-
cation submission, offer 
acceptance, visa assis-

tance, to finding accom-
modation, applying for 
health insurance, open-
ing bank accounts, etc., 
these new offices have 
dedicated study abroad 
experts to help students 
in their entire study 
abroad journey.

Speaking on occasion, 
Piyush Kumar, Region-
al Director (South Asia 
and Mauritius), IDP 
Education, said, “We 
are thrilled to announce 
the launch of our 23 
new offices in India. As 
a global leader, we take 
the onus of providing 
the best international 
education counselling 
experience across India. 
This time we are deep-
ening our reach into the 
interiors of the country, 
directly targeting stu-
dents residing in tier-2 
cities. We are constantly 
working towards taking 
our expert guidance to 

every region to empow-
er as many students as 
we can with the right 
resources and informa-
tion.”

The move is much in 
line with our vision 
of keeping students 
first and implement-
ing a student-friendly 
approach to fulfil their 
study abroad dreams,” 
he added.

IDP is known to pro-
vide end-to-end over-
seas education assis-
tance customised to 
students, helping them 
achieve their interna-
tional education and 
career goals. In the 
past 50 years, IDP has 
already placed half a 
million students in their 
dream institutions, 
making them a sought-
after organisation rec-
ommended by 9 out of 
10 students.

IDP launches 23 new offices in India

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10: Jansatyagraha Social 
Welfare Foundation is a National NGO 
working in all over the India for the 
needy on any ground. Today, State In-
charge of the foundation in the leader-
ship of Mrs. Aarti Mahajan organized 
a rally demanding Sant Shri Asharam 
Ji Bapu early release as it is more than 
08 years and 05 months in the prison 
without any evidence. The judgment 
copy says the faults done by Parokar 
team. So organizers were demanding 
CBI enquiry in this case.

During CORONA period Supreme 
Court had released guidance for the 
Prisoners to release them on the ground 
of age and diseases. But Ashram 
Bapuji was not given any relief. Now 
OMICRON is in its peak. So the team 
demanded early release of 85 years old 
sant. They want CBI enquiry in Sant 
Shri Ashram ji Bapu case. Rajasthan.

Ashok Gahlot government and 

national government should consider 
seriously about Bapuji’s bail on age and 
critical diseases ground. Bapuji is suf-
fering from 21 critical diseases. Bapuji’s 
body does not support allopathy medi-
cines. As per article 21 Bapuji has full 
right to get treatment of his choice.

Govt. should consider this on priority 
basis. Bapuji should be released from 
jail at the earliest.

Others include in the protest namely 
Swarna Devi, Abhilasha Sharma, 
Preeti Sharma, Pooja Sharma, Suman 
Devi, Vidya Devi, Vaishno Sharma, 
Seema Devi, Sushma Devi and Others.

Jansatyagraha Social Welfare 
Foundation demands release of Sant 

Shri Asharam Ji Bapu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10:  Today Day 05 
of The 1st Mini Football New 
Year Champions Cup, a Foot-
ball Tournament organised by 
Mini Football Association J&K, 
at Khel Gaon, Nagrota, Jammu 
in which Pt. Premnath Dogra 
Memorial FC, CLMRAT FC and 
Pegasus Hero FC bagged wins.

The first match was played 
between Pt. Premnath Dogra 
Memorial FC versus Sanik FC 
in which  Pt. Premnath Dogra 
Memorial FC emerged as the 
winner of the match by scoring 

1 goal by Alyas.
The second match was played 

between CLMRAT FC versus 
Nagrota FC in which CLMRAT 
FC bagged the win with a final 

score of 6-1. A hattrick was 
scored by Adnaan, Two goals 
were scored by Devashish fol-
lowed by single goal by Afitabh.

Finally, the third match of 

the Day 05 of 1st Mini Foot-
ball New Year Champions 
Cup Football Tournament was 
played between Udhampur 
City FC versus Pegasus Hero 
FC in which both the teams 
clashed horns. Pegasus Hero 
FC emerged victorious booking 
their place in the semi finals, 4 
goals were scored out of which 
2 goals were scored by Akshit, 2 
by Mohit of team Pegasus Hero 
FC and 1 goal by Adi of Udham-
pur City FC.

All these three matches con-
cluded the quater finals day 05 
of the 1st Mini Football New 
Year Champions Cup.

Clmrat FC defeats Nagrota FC at Day 05 of Mini Football 
Association J&K New Year Champions Cup at Jammu



11LOCAL Top News of J&K
Jammu, Monday, January 10, 2022

Top News Report

LEH, Jan 10: The 
Executive Council of 
LAHDC Leh led by 
Dy Chairman, Tsering 
Angchuk felicitated 
Smt. Rinchen Lhamo, 
Member of the National 
Commission for Minori-
ties (NCM), Govt. of 
India at the Council Sec-
retariat, Leh.  Smt. Rin-
chen was appointed as 
a member of the NCM, 
GoI recently. Executive 
Councillor for Animal/
Sheep Husbandry, 
Tashi Namgyal Yakzee; 
Executive Councillor 
for Minority Affairs, 
Ghulam Mehdi Ashoor; 
Executive Councillor 
for Agriculture, Stan-
zin Chosphel; DC/CEO 
LAHDC Leh, Shri-
kant Suse, CPO Leh, 
ASP Leh, and DSWO 
Leh were also present 
during the meeting.

Deputy Chairman, 
LAHDC Leh informed 

the meeting about the 
major social welfare 
schemes for minorities 
executed in the Educa-
tion sector of Leh dis-
trict which includes, 
Pre-Matric and Post-
Matric scholarship for 
students. 

All the Executive 
Councillors put forth 
thei r suggest ions 
during the meeting and 
emphasised on covering 
the entire district under 

various governmental 
schemes. 

They also stressed the 
need for creation of var-
ious posts for teaching 
staffs in Bhoti language 
and Buddhist Studies 
and introducing Voca-
tional courses in the 
schools of Leh district.

Further, a discussion 
was held upon imple-
menting the ‘Naya 
Savera’ scheme for pro-
viding free coaching to 

students belonging to 
minority communities 
by setting up coaching 
centre in Leh for crack-
ing competitive exams, 
‘Padho Pardesh’ scheme 
on interest subsidy on 
education loans for 
overseas studies for the 
students belonging to 
minority communities 
and ‘Nai Udaan’ scheme 
for supporting students 
clearing Prelims exam 
conducted by UPSC, 

PSC and SSC.
DC Leh apprised the 

meeting of various 
developmental works 
for minorities carried 
under the PM Jan Vikas 
Yojana in the sectors 
of Health, Education, 
Sports & Infrastructure 
Development, etc.

Member NCM, Rin-
chen Lhamo stated that 
all the welfare schemes 
from the union gov-
ernment will be imple-
mented thoroughly in 
the UT of Ladakh. 

She stressed the need 
of empowering women 
and create awareness 
among the youths 
regarding various Skill 
Development schemes 
to generate self-employ-
ment opportunities in 
the Union Territory. 

Rinchen also took 
stock of various Nation-
al Pension schemes 
under the Department 
of Social Welfare, Leh.

Executive Council felicitates NCM Member, GoI at LAHDC Leh

Top News Report

KULGAM: Chair-
man District Develop-
ment Council Kulgam, 
Mohd Afzal Parrey on 
Monday visited District 

Hospital Kulgam and 
took stock of the health 
services & snow clear-
ance. 

During the visit he 
inspected various sec-
tions of the hospital 

including OPD, Emer-
gency, Gynea, Casu-
alty, CT Scan and other 
wards. 

Later on, he inspected 
the COVID containment 
measures at the Hospi-
tal & stressed upon con-
cerned officials to con-
duct COVID tests of all 
patients and attendants 
in view of new COVID 
variant, Omicron. 

While interaction with 
doctors and patients, 
enquired about the 
health services being 
provided by the Hospi-
tal administration. 

During the visit he 
was accompanied by 
Medical Superinten-
dent District Hospi-
tal Kulgam and other 
concerned Officers of 
health department.

DDC Chairperson visits 
District Hospital KulgamDiscuss implementation of minority welfare schemes in Leh

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 10: Coaching 
Centres Association of Kash-
mir (CCAK) has expressed its 
disappointment over the gov-
ernment decision to close the 
coaching centres in the wake of 
increase in Covid cases.

The Association said that 
whenever there is even a slight 
increase in covid cases, educa-
tion sector becomes the first 
casualty. “We fail to understand 
why government seems to be 
keen to close down education 
sectors in the wake of even a 
slight increase in covid cases. 

After closing down schools and 
education institutes for years, 
the government has now closed 
down the only functional class-
es which were working hard to 
compensate for the loss of aca-
demics to these students,” said 
a spokesperson of CCAK.

The Association said that stu-
dents are paying heavy price 
for the current situation as 
their studies have been heav-
ily affected. “As of now all the 
activities of life like festivals, 
business establishments, over-
crowded public transport, ral-
lies etc go on normally, but 
only the academic classes are 

being targeted. Even WHO has 
said that we have to get used to 
living with Covid by adopting 
Covid Appropriate Behaviour 
(CAB),” said the Spokesperson.

The Association said that the 
coaching centres are adopting 
all preventive measures. “We 
are conducting vaccination 
of all students and ensuring 
adoption of CAB. Most of our 
students and entire staff is vac-
cinated. If on one hand when 
government is promoting vac-
cination of students, then why 
government has suddenly 
come up with an order to close 
down coaching centres,” said 

the Spokesperson. “There is a 
contradiction in government 
working too.”

The Association said that 
instead of closing the coaching 
centres, the government should 
implement strict CAB and that 
is the best way to defeat Covid. 
“Multiple studies have shown 
that complete lockdown doesn’t 
help in prevention and instead 
it increases the suffering of 
people especially students,” he 
said. The Association urged the 
government to reconsider the 
decision to ban the coaching 
centres for the benefit of student 
community.

CCAK aghast as govt again bans coaching centres

Top News Report

KUPWARA, Jan 10: As 
part of COVID aware-
ness activities the 
Indian Army Kupwara 
Terriers has been regu-
larly making efforts to 
educate locals about the 
COVID -19 Pandamic . 
In this regard 160 Infan-
try Battalion TA has 
distributed 1000 N-95 
masks and to local resi-
dents in remote areas of 
Warsun and Awoora.

Kupwara Terriers 
of Indian Army on 
Monday distributed 
these facemasks among 
general public in far 
flung areas of Kup-
wara district to create 

awareness amonng 
the masses about the 
importance and neces-
sity of using masks to 
prevent the Pandemic.

While distributing 
the masks people were 
also requested to take 
preventive COVID 
mesasures seriously 
and follow the SOP’s 

in order to contain the 
spread effectively. 

The measures under-
taken by Indian Army, 
Kupwara Terriers were 
highly appreciated 
by the locals and they 
thanked the Indian 
Army for such a great 
service towards the 
society and nation.

Army distributes N-95 facemasks 
in remote areas of Kupwara

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 10:  Apni Party Presi-
dent Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari 
on Monday expressed deep shock 
and grief over the demise of mother 
of former DIG and CEO JKCA Syed 
Ashiq Hussain Bukhari who today 
passed away at her residence in Shiv-
pora-Srinagar. In a condolence mes-
sage issued here, Bukhari termed the 
demise as a personal and family loss 
while describing the departed soul a 
pious and compassionate human being 
whose absence will be felt dearly by the 
entire family.

 “On behalf of my family and Apni 
Party, I extend my heartfelt condolenc-
es to the immediate family, relatives 
and acquaintances especially Ashiq 
Sahib at this time of grief. No words 
of sympathy can ever compensate for 
this colossal loss,” he said.

Bukhari prayed that Almighty Allah 
bestows peace and forgiveness to the 
departed soul and endurance to the 
bereaved family to bear this irrepa-
rable loss. Besides Bukhari, Apni Party 
leadership also conveyed its profound 
condolences with the bereaved family 
and prayed for eternal peace to the 
departed soul.

Altaf Bukhari grieved over demise 
of mother of Ashiq Bukhari

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 10: 
Former Minister & 
Apni Party Chief Coor-
dinator J&K Ab Majeed 
Padder expressed 
heartfelt condolences 
over the demise of 
Mother of Syed Ashiq 
Bukhari who passed 
away.

In a condolence 
message issued here, 
Padder expressed 
heartfelt sympathies 

while describing the 
deceased as humble 
human being who was 
very kind and hospi-
table.

“I pray for the eternal 
peace to the departed 
soul and forbearance 
to the bereaved family 
in this time of utter 
despair. 

M ay  A l m ig ht y 
bestows them with 
patience to bear this 
irreparable loss,” he 
prayed.

Padder condoles demise 
of mother of Bukhari

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10: Youth 
Games Development 
Federation of India 
(YGDFI) felicitated the 
players who brought 
laurels to Jammu and 
Kashmir Union Terri-
tory while participat-
ing in the National level 
tournament at Mathura 
in Utter Pradesh. It is 
pertinent to mention 
here that Youth Games 
Development Federa-
tion of India had spon-
sored the players from 
various parts of J&K 
like Rajouri Samba 
Poonch Kathua Ramban 
Akhnoor Jourian and 
Srinagar and took them 
for participation in the 
aforesaid tournament. 
Senior Bharatiya Janata 
Party leader and party 
Vice President Yudh-
vir Sethi who had ear-
lier flagged off these 
children’s tour was the 
chief guest of today’s 
simple yet impressive 
programme.

In his address on the 
occasion, Yudhvir Sethi 
while congratulating 
the players for their 
performance in the 
tournament said that 

while the participat-
ing children made the 
people of J&K proud 
with their excellent per-
formance, at the same 
time these children got 
an opportunity to visit 
monuments and places 
of historical and cultur-
al significance there in 
UP. He added that such 
tours expose children 
to different cultures 
and areas of the coun-
try and go a long way in 
their overall personal-
ity development.

The senior BJP leader 
said that organiza-
tions like Youth Games 
Development Federa-
tion of India are playing 
a vital role in the overall 
development of sports 
talent and providing 
a proper platform to 
youth of Jammu and 
Kashmir Union Territo-
ry for showcasing their 
sports talent at national 
and international level. 
He specially comple-
mented State Secretary 
Sweety Joshi and Joint 
Secretary Rajesh Verma 
for their vital role in 
preparing and training 
the children for national 
level tournament. He 
asserted the BJP Gov-

ernment has launched 
several programmes 
and policies for the 
welfare of youth of the 
country.

The players who were 
felicitated in today’s 
programme included 
(1) Mukesh Kumar 200 
m U-19 (2) Sardev Singh 
400 m U-19 (3) Harshit 
Chhibber 400 m Senior 
(4) Sunil Kumar 100 
m Senior (5) Manik 
Sharma Football Senior 
(6) Rahul Salaria Bad-
minton U-17 (7) Mohit 
Salaria Badminton U-14 
(8) Anjali Sharma 400 
m U-17 Gold (9) Amit 
Kumar 400 m U-19 (10) 
Rohit Khajuria U-19 
captain Gold (11) Arun 
Sharma volleyball U-17 
(12) Arun Singh Kabad-
di  U-19 (13) Sourav 
Sharma 100 m  Senior 
(14) Prinka Sharma 
200 m U-17 (15) Arun 
Kumar 5 km U-19 (16) 
Shubham Sharma 5 km 
U-19 (17) Tanu Gupta 
U-17 Badminton (18) 
Shubham Sharma vol-
leyball U-19 Senior (19) 
Naina Sharma volley-
ball U-19 (20) Joginder 
Sharma 200 m Athletics 
and (21) Karan Dranch  
Volleyball U-19.

Participation in national 
tournaments exposes children 

to diverse cultures: Yudhvir

Top News Report

SUCHETGARH, Jan 10:  It is 
the height of indifference by 
the government towards public 
health as it is organizing the 
Global Surya Namaskar Event 
on January 14, 2022 by wast-
ing money and other resourc-
es, when the entire country is 
struggling to cope up with the 
third wave of the virus.

This was said by DDC Member 
Suchetgarh Taranjit Singh Tony 
in a statement issued here on 
Monday.

The DDC member said that 
people sitting at helm in Ayush 
Ministry have no right to drain 
the money and other resources 
on Surya Namaskar event on 
Makar Sankranti while the 
country is facing the worst 
ever crisis of third wave of the 
pandemic with cases rising 
exponentially and death rate 
increasing gradually.

Tony said that Ayush Minis-
try or for that matter no other 
person in the government has 
a right to drain the resources 
and public exchequer in such 
events of least priority when 
on the other hand the people of 
the country are dying for want 
of facilities and proper care as 
coronavirus cases are surging 
gigantically. He said that every 
penny which the government 
has should be utilized to save 
the lives of people from the 
lethal COVID-19 disease as 
spending money on aforesaid 
events is irrational and indica-
tive of bankruptcy of mind of 
those heading the concerned 
Ministry.

 “The aforesaid event will not 
only drain the resources but 
will also give room to virus 
corona to spread its wings as 
any kind of unnecessary gath-
ering is an open invitation to 
disease, death and destruc-

tion,” Tony said, adding that on 
one side the PM Narendra Modi 
has appealed to strictly imple-
ment SOPs meant for COVID 
control at district level and on 
the other Ayush Ministry is 
preparing for an event which 
will act as a super spreader of 
the virus.

 “Instead of doing its bit for 
containing the COVID-19 the 
enthusiasm of the aforesaid 
ministry in organizing Sury-
anamaskar event shows its non-
seriousness towards the public 
health”, he said adding that 

the central government should 
immediately ask the people sit-
ting at helm of this ministry to 
act sensibly and stop working 
on spend-thrift ideas and plans 
as country is passing through 
difficult phase of pandemic 
and there is a need that funds 
remain intact to combat corona 
effectively.

 “At a time when the people 
should be asked to restrain 
from organizing public meet-
ings, religious gatherings, hold-
ing such a big event in which 
75 lakh people are likely to 
perform Surya Namaskar on 
Makar Sankranti is nothing but 
height of imprudence. Even the 
election rallies have been pro-
hibited by the ECI but Ayush 
Ministry is planning this 
event showing its lackadaisical 
approach towards public health 
and public welfare”, he said and 
added this is unwarranted and 
should be stopped by all means.

Use exchequer to combat COVID, don’t waste 
it on Surya Namaskar event: Tony

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, Jan 10: 
On the directions of 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Dr Piyush Singla as 
many as 20 food kits 
containing rice/Atta, 
spices and oil were 
distributed on Monday 

among five Nomadic 
families consisting of 
over 40 souls.

The families are pres-
ently camped at Bon 
Dialgam and were 
facing hardships in the 
wake of heavy Snowfall.

T he  Add it ion a l 
Deputy Commissioner 

(ADC), Ghulam Hassan 
Sheikh, who led the dis-
tribution drive said that 
the families were facing 
hardships on account of 
harsh winter and taking 
due note of social media 
reports, the district 
administration came to 
their rescue to extend 
timely succor to them.

Food kits distributed among Nomadic families at Anantnag



Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: The 

leaders of Shiv Sena 
Jammu and Kashmir 
unit have demanded the 
Union Territory Admin-
istration to honour 
Maharaja Hari Singh by 
declaring 23rd Septem-
ber as official holiday. 

In this regard the Shiv 
Sainiks in large num-
bers led by the party’s 
State Unit President, 
Manish Sahni took out 
a rally that commenced 
from Vikram Chowk 
in Jammu towards the 
Maharaja Hari Singh 
statue site. 

Shiv Sainiks raised 
vociferous slogans 
demanding holiday on 
the birth anniversary of 

Maharaja on 23rd Sep-
tember.   

While  welcoming the 
assurance of the Lieu-
tenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
Manoj Sinha, Sahni said 
that he hopes that the 
Lieutenant Governor 
will not let the people 
down. 

On this occasion presi-
dent Mehila wing Meen-
akshi Chibber, General 
Secretary Vikas Bakshi, 

Vice President Bal-
want Singh, Mohinder 
Pal Sharma, President 
Kamghar Wing Raj 
Singh, President Yuva 
Wing Binni Mahajan, 
Secretary Mehila Wing 
Geeta Lakhotra, Presi-
dent Udhampur San-
jeev Sharma, Secretary 
Surinder Kumar, Prab-
hari Ashwani, Sahil, 
Dimple, Rajesh Handa, 
Raj Kumari, Pawan 
Singh, Sumit Abrol, 
Balbir Kumar and many 
others were present.
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: 

Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee has fully support-
ed the demand of holi-
day on the birthday of 
the last ruler of Jammu 
and Kashmir Maharaja  
Hari Singh and asked 
the LG administration to 
declare holiday in this 
regard without further 
delay. .

In a joint statement 
senior functionaries 
of JKPCC have fully 
endorsed the demand 
and extended full sup-
port to the struggle of 
Yuva Rajput Sabha and 
others, for declaring hol-
iday on the birth day of 

Maharaja Hari Singh Ji.  
The Congress party has 
already endorsed the 
demand several times, 
since it was strongly 
raised and always 
extended its support in 
this regard. Howover, 
the present dispensa-
tion in particular and 

the previous BJP Govt.  
have failed to fulfill 
their commitment to 
the people of Jammu, 
in this regard and there 
is strong resentment 
amongst vast popula-
tion.

The Senior Congress 
leaders  today reiterat-

ed their support to the 
demand and struggle 
for holiday and asked 
the L.G. Administration 
to immediately consider 
the popular demand of 
the people without fur-
ther delay.

This  joint statement 
was issued by the Work-
ing President JKPCC 
Shri Raman Bhalla, 
Chief Spokesperson 
Shri Ravinder Sharma, 
General Secretaries 
Shri Yogesh Sawh-
ney & Th. Manmohan 
Singh, Chairman PCC 
Unorganized Workers  
Congress Rajvir Singh, 
President PYC Uday 
Bhanu Chib, Chairman 
SC Cell Karan Bhagat 
and others.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: 

Lalded Women Wel-
fare Society on Monday 
stages play ‘Lohri’.

Nukkad Play-Natu 
said to his friend Sonu 
did you know tomor-
row is a Lohri? Sonu 
said I know but now 
these days festivals are 
not like in early days. 
Natu said yes you are 
right, in our early days 
when festivals are on its 
way we do a lot of prep-
aration early. Our sisters 
do flower necklace and 

if there is a marriage 
in our neighbor we do 
enjoy there a lot, week 
ago of festival we sing 
a Lohri songs. We also 
go to our grandparents 
house to enjoy.

Now these days life 
is on fast track and 
people almost forget to 
celebrate festivals and 
losing their culture.

The performance was 
played by Sat Bhushan 
Singh, Ganesh Dutt, 
Karan Ranja , Varun 
Khajuria and Naveen 
Pal. 

Congress asks LG administration to 
declare holiday in Sept 23

Shiv Sena takes out rally demanding holiday 
on Maharaja’s birth anniversary

Govt should respect the Maharaja and Dogra sentiments:  Sahni

LWWS stages play ‘Lohri’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 10:  With 
the approval of Provin-
cial President Jammu 
Province Rattan Lal 
Gupta. 

Vijay Lochan nomi-
nated seven Vice Presi-
dents, Seven Secretaries 
and One Joint Secretary 
of SC Cell Jammu Prov-
ince to strengthen the 
party at gross root level.

Ved Prakash,  Mela 
Ram Bhatwal, Jagga 
Ram Bhagat, Ashok 
Kumar Bhatta, Dewan 
Chand Bhagat, Jagdish 
Bhaderwaj  and  Deepak 
Attri have been nomi-
nated as Vice Presi-
dents.

Simar Dass, Joginder, 
Prem Kumar, Balak 
Ram Rasotra, Karam 
Chand, Ashok Kumar 
and Madan Lal shall 
be Secretaries of the SC 
Cell. Raj Kumar will be 
Joint Secretary.

In the meanwhile 
Karan Kumar Bhatwal 
has been nominated as 
District President SC 
Cell, Jammu Rural ‘A’ 
and he have been asked 
to constitute district 
team.

Gupta congratulated 

newly constituted Pro-
vincial Office bearers of 
SC Cell Jammu Prov-
ince and hoped that 
Provincial Office bear-
ers, District office bear-
ers SC Cell shall reach 
to the gross root level 
to mitigate the suffer-
ings of the people in 
their respective areas 
and shall strengthen the 
party at gross root level. 
He asked the newly 
office bearers of SC Cell 
to identify themselves 
with the problems of the 
people in their respec-
tive areas.

Vijay Lochan nominates 
provincial office 

bearers

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: Shiv 

Sena Jammu and Kash-
mir unit has announced 
the removal of the party’s 
District Reasi President, 
Bhuri Singh from the post 
with immediate effect. 

The handout issued to 
media by the party here 
today informed that an 
emergent core committee 
meeting of the party was 
held here today under the 
chairmanship of its J&K 
unit President Manish 
Sahni at the party’s cen-
tral office in Jammu 
today. All the members 
present in the aforesaid 
meeting unanimously 
decided to remove Bhuri 

Singh from the post 
of District along with 
others appointed by him. 
According to the press 
note the removal comes 
into force with immedi-
ate effect. 

Meanwhile the par-
ty’s J&K Unit President 

Manish Sahni said that 
the office bearers of dis-
trict Reasi can contact the 
party office to get their 
newly appointed letters. 
Sahni said that the deci-
sion of removal of Bhuri 
Singh had to be taken 
under compulsion due 

to their anti-party activi-
ties and indiscipline. He 
informed that Uttam 
Singh has been appointed 
as the working president 
of Reasi district with 
immediate effect. 

Prominent among 
others present on the 
occasion were party 
President Women’s 
Wing Meenakshi Chhib-
ber, General Secretary 
Vikas Bakshi, Chair-
man Rakesh Gupta, Vice 
President Sanjeev Kohli, 
Balwant Singh, President 
kamghar Wing Raj Singh , 
Secretary Geeta Lakhotra 
, Surinder Kumar , Prab-
hari Ashwani Prabhakr 
, President Udhampur 
Sanjeev Sharma.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10: J&K 

BJP SC Morcha team 
led by State President 
Prof.GR Bhagat staged a 
strong protest against the 
Punjab Congress govt. at 
Ambedkar Chowk, Near 
Bahu Plaza, Jammu.

Protesters demanded 
strong action against the 
culprits behind the securi-
ty lapse in Punjab during 
the PM visit to address a 
Rally.

MP Jugal Kishore, BJP 
General Secretary Dr. DK 
Manyal and SC Morcha 
Prabhari Jaidev Rajwal 
were prominent leaders 
of BJP who also joined the 
sit-in silent protest that 
lasted for two hours.

Protesters were display-
ing placards stating that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is Messiah to the 
poor class community. 
They were shouting slo-
gans like ‘Daliton Ke 
Messiah Narendra Modi 

Zindabad’, ‘Punjab Con-
gress Hai-Hai’ etc. All the 
protesters wished for the 
long life of Prime Minis-
ter.

MP Jugal Kishore while 
speaking to reporters 
highlighted PM’s good 
work for the whole coun-
try and especially poor 
people and said that Nar-
endra Modi is the PM of 
India and not for a par-
ticular party.

Dr. Devinder Manyal 
condemned the whole 
incident and said that 
Punjab Congress delib-
erately conspired to 
hamper the rally break-
ing security protocols.  
As such he appealed to 
the centre to take steps so 
that such incidents do not 
occur again.

Jaidev Rajwal stated 
that this is the dangerous 
trend started by Congress 
Party wherein the opposi-

tion ruled parties in states 
do not follow security 
rule book for their demo-
cratically elected Prime 
Minister.

Prof. GR Bhagat also 
stated that stern action 
should be taken after the 
outcome of the enquiry 
report. He specifically 
called for President Rule 
in Punjab as the state 
govt. failed to implement 
constitutional provisions.

Those among present 
were SC Morcha VP Tara 
Chand, General Secretary 
Rajesh Sangral, Mohinder 
Bhagat, Secretaries Rag-
hunandan Kumar & Van-
dana, Distt. Presidents 
ML Meenia, YP Shivgotra, 
Vice Presidents ML Rao, 
ML Thapa, Seema Devi, 
Vidya Moten, Chaman 
Lal, Adarsh Jathair, Raj 
Kumar, Ashwani, Umesh 
Gabbar, Hans Raj, Vijay 
anand  and other Morcha 
leaders.

Shiv Sena removes Bhuri Singh from post 
of district president Reasi

BJP SC Morcha holds silent protest 
against Punjab Congress

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 10:  In 

commemoration of 
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’, the Department of 
Mathematics, Universi-
ty of Jammu presented 
a Skit, ‘Aaj Ka Bharat’ 
today. The Skit has been 
written and directed by 
M. Phil scholar of the 
Department Avinash 
Lakhnotra. Prof. K. S. 
Charak, HoD, Math-
ematics was the Chief 
Guest and prominent 
amongst those who wit-
nessed the skit included 
Prof. Romesh Kumar 
Sharma, Dr. Shallu 
Sharma Jamwal, Dr. 
Rachna Sachdeva along 
with other faculty mem-

bers, scholars and PG 
students of Mathemat-
ics following Covid-19 
SoPs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. K. S. Charak 
appreciated the efforts 
of the students who 
not only presented a 
wonderful skit but also 
expressed that they, the 

youth of the country, are 
well aware of their rich 
past and are dutiful and 
responsible citizens. He 
cited many examples 
of the last 75 years in 
which India and we 
Indians have exhibited 
tremendous capabilities 
to become world lead-
ers.

The skit very precisely 
and dramatically pre-
sented the struggle of 
India from pre-indepen-
dence to post-indepen-
dence time. It depicted 
the past and present of 
the country with a hope 
that the future would be 
brighter than ever and 
those who are living in 
India of present times 
would be the torch bear-
ers of its brilliant future. 
Those who acted in the 
skit included Aakriti 
Sharma, Shalini Chib, 
Sourav Dalmotra,, 
Raman Kumar, Kajal 
Devi, Jasneet Kour, 
Arti Devi, Jyoti Sharma, 
Shiva Rakwal and 
Akash Bishwokarma

Dept of Maths, JU organises SkIt to Commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav


